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Background information

B u r u ndi got its ind e p e nd e nce in July 1962 a nd
b ec a me a re p ublic in 1966. B ut it soon got int o
political con f l i c ts that l a s t ed for more than 30
years a nd saw tho u s a nds of p eople ki l l ed, t or-
tu red a nd in j u red in ethnic v i o l e nc e .M a ny
a t t e m p ts w e re made in the 1970s, 80s a nd 90s to
e nd the serial v i o l e nce b ut w i t ho ut much suc-
c e s s . H o w ev e r ,t he peace a g ree me nts si g ned
a fter pro t ra c t ed neg o t i a t i ons in Arusha , T a n za n i a ,
a nd Pret or i a ,S o uth Africa, bro ug ht peace in the
c o u nt ry , with the two wa r r ing ethnic g ro u ps –
T utsi a nd Hutus ent e r ing into a power-sha r ing
a g ree me nt.

B u r u ndi Peace Process Neg o t i a t i ons took place
f or four years in Arusha a nd Pret oria b et w een a l l

t he Burundi parties a nd political mo v e me nts in a n
attempt to put an end to v i o l e nce a nd find a new
peace for m ula for a l l. T he peace initiative l ed to
si g n ing of t he Arusha Peace a nd Rec onci l i a t i on
A g ree me nt on 28 August 2000, which put in place
a tra n si t i onal power sha r ing a r ra ng e me nt
b et w een the various political parties.

T h is w e nt on until 2005, when on Febr ua ry 28, t he
c o u nt ry conduc t ed a na t i onal re f e re ndum tha t
ra t i f i ed a new con s t i tut i on , which set ethnic quo-
tas for g o v e r n me nt posi t i on s , a nd paved way for
p a rl i a me nt a ry a nd pre si d e ntial el ec t i ons in Jul y
a nd August 2005, re sp ec t i v el y . Mr Pierre
N ku r u n z i za was el ec t ed Pre si d e nt a nd in Augu s t
2 0 0 5 , was sworn in to take over the re ins of
p o w e r .
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T he count ry has an estima t ed pop ul a t i on of a b o ut
6.9 million peop l e . T he pop ul a t i on g ro wth rate is
1.9 per cent. T he re a re three ma in ethnic g ro u ps :
t he Hutus (about 85 per cent of t he pop ul a t i on ) ,
t he Tutsis (about 14 per cent ) ,a nd the Twa (about
1 per cent ) . T he of f i cial l a nguages a re Fre nch a nd
K ir u nd i, while Swahili is spoken by a si zeable seg-
me nt of t he pop ul a t i on , e sp ecially those ne i g h-
b o u r ing Tanza n i a , whe re the l a nguage is the of f i-
cial medium of c om m u n i c a t i on .E ng l ish is incre a s-
ingly taking root in Burund i, given its im p or t a nc e
in int e r na t i onal a nd reg i onal trade a nd com m u n i-
c a t i on .

D e spite the ethnic differe nc e s , B u r u ndians ha v e
l a rg ely spoken one l a nguage — K ir u ndi — f or a
l ong time . S im i l a rl y , ethnic g ro u ps sha re sim i l a r
va lues a nd live in the same com m u n i t i e s . T he
ma in preo c cu p a t i on of r u ral dwellers is a g r i cul tu re
a nd livestock h u s b a nd ry . A b o ut two thirds of t he
p eople a re Ch r is t i a n , mostly Roman Catho l i c .
P ro t e s t a nts com pr ise 5 per cent of t he Ch r is t i a n
p op ul a t i on , while the Muslims a c c o u nt for 10 per
c e nt.

B u r u ndi is a l a nd l o c k ed count ry a nd depends on
ne i g h b o u r ing countries like Tanzania a nd Kenya
f or expor ts a nd im p or ts . A g r i cul tu re is the ma in-
stay of B u r u ndi’s ec onomy , a c c o u nt ing for 48 per
c e nt of i ts earnings . I ts ma in cash crops a re cof f ee
a nd tea, which br ings 90 per cent of t he fore i g n
e x c ha nge rev e n ue s . I ndu s t ry a nd serv i c e s
a c c o u nt for 19 per cent a nd 32.9 per cent re sp ec-
t i v el y .

Life expec t a ncy is 43.5 y e a r s , with 42.91 years for
males a nd 44.12 years for fema l e s . L i t e racy l ev el s
s t a nd at 51.6 per cent, with 58.5 a nd 45.2 per cent
f or males a nd fema l e s , re sp ec t i v el y . P a r t i cip a t i on
in l i t e racy pro g ra m mes is ha m p e red by shor t a g e
of t e a c hers a nd ina d eq uate teaching a nd l e a r n ing
ma t e r i a l s .

B u r u ndi is divided into 16 pro v inc e s , na mel y ,
B ub a n za , B u j u m b u ra , B u r u r i, C a n ku zo , C i bi t o k e ,

Gi t eg a , K a r u z i, K a ya n za , K ir u nd o , M a k a m b a ,
M u ra mvya , M u y ing a , M wa ro , Ng oz i, R ut a na ,
R u y i g i. In terms of t op o g ra p hy , t he count ry ha s
four zones na mely the Rusizi plain , whe re the cli-
mate is tropical; the Congo-Nile Ridge, whe re the
c l imate is mild a nd temperate; the cent ral plateau,
f e a tu r ing ro l l ing hills a nd; the depre s si ons of t he
East a nd Nor t h- Ea s t, with tree-d o t t ed sava n na .

Education system
B u r u ndi op e rates a 2-6-4-3-4 educ a t i on system.
P re- s c hool educ a t i on takes two years a nd targ ets
c h i l d ren b et w een three a nd five years of a g e .
P r ima ry educ a t i on takes six years l e a d ing to the
certificate of el e me nt a ry educ a t i on . S ince Augu s t
2 0 0 5 , pr ima ry educ a t i on has b een made free in
B u r u nd i. T h is was one of ma j or re f orms int ro-
duc ed in the count ry by the new Pre si d e nt, H is
E x c el l e nc y , Mr Pierre Nku r u n z i za , who took of f i c e
in August 2005. With that new policy, pr ima ry
s c hool enro l me nt has incre a s ed re ma rkably a nd is
e x p ec t ed to go up further in the com ing y e a r s .

S ec ond a ry educ a t i on is divided into two l ev els —
- lower a nd upper sec ond a ry educ a t i on . L o w e r
s ec ond a ry educ a t i on takes four years a nd a d m i ts
t hose who pass the Na t i onal Ent ra nc e
E x a m ina t i on . At the end of t he lower sec ond a ry
educ a t i on , s tud e nts sit a com mon examina t i on
a nd those who qua l i fy pro c eed to upper sec ond-
a ry , which l a s ts three years a nd leads to dip l oma ,
which paves the way to university educ a t i on .

T hose who do not go for g e ne ral sec ond a ry
s c hool can join technical sec ond a ry educ a t i on ,
which l a s ts seven y e a r s . A fter the first five y e a r s ,
one qualifies with ‘Dip l ôme A3’ ( t ec h n i cian certifi-
cate or ord ina ry dip l oma) a nd a fter seven y e a r s ,
one g ets ‘Dip l ôme A2’ ( t ec h n i cian h i g her dip l o-
ma ) . S ec ond a ry school enro l l me nt is g e ne ra l l y
l o w , with only 8.5 per cent of eligible y o ut h
a t t e nd ing scho o l.

A fter upper sec ond a ry , one can pro c eed to uni-
v e r si t y . U n i v e r sity educ a t i on is divided into three
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l ev el s . T he first l ev el takes two
years a nd leads to the a wa rd of
‘ C a nd i d a tu re ’ . L ev el two a l s o
takes two years l e a d ing to the
a wa rd of a ‘Licenc e ’ . M ed i cine
takes a no t her four years wh i l e
civil a nd a g ronomic eng inee r ing
ma j ors last for a no t her five y e a r s .
T he third l ev el of u n i v e r sity edu-
c a t i on is Doctora t e . T hose who
go to the technical tra in ing in s t i-
tutes g et a tec h n i cian dip l oma certificate a ft e r
t h ree or four years of t ra in ing .C u r re nt l y ,t he coun-
t ry has only one public universi t y ,t he U n i v e r sity of
B u r u nd i, which is fina nc ed by the State a nd enjoys
a d m in is t rative a nd ma na g e me nt a ut onomy .
T he re a re four pr i vate universities a c cred i t ed b y
t he g o v e r n me nt to offer h i g her educ a t i on in the
c o u nt ry . Table 1 gives a su m ma ry of t he count ry ’ s
educ a t i on struc tu re .

Enrolment trends
A c c ord ing to the Min is t ry of Na t i onal Educ a t i on
a nd Cul tu re ,t he re w e re 191 pre- s c hools a nd 1,915
pr ima ry schools in 2004/2005. S ome 8,859 chil-
d ren w e re enro l l ed in the pre- s c ho o l s , which ha d
372 teache r s . At the pr ima ry school l ev el, t he re
w e re 1,033,658 children with 20,322 teache r s . As
of F ebr ua ry 2006, t he re w e re 165,528 stud e nts
e n ro l l ed in public sec ond a ry scho o l s , c om pr ising
68,978 g irls a nd 96,550 b o y s . In pr i vate sec ond a ry
s c ho o l s , t he re w e re a total of 1 2 , 4 2 7
s tud e nts enro l l ed, o ut of which 6,890
w e re g irls a nd 5,537 w e re b o y s .
T echnical schools of f e r ing shor t - t e r m
courses had 1,699 stud e nts , c on sis t-
ing of 625 females a nd 1,074 ma l e s ,
while those of f e r ing l ong-term cours-
es had a total of 4,589 stud e nts , w i t h
1,338 females a nd 3,251 ma l e s . I n
h i g her educ a t i on , t he re w e re 25,000
s tud e nts , with 6,250 females a nd
18,750 ma l e s . Tables 2-4 s how enro l-
me nt patterns at the various educ a-
t i onal l ev el s .
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Table 1: Structure of edu ca t ion in Bur un d i

Table 4: Enrolment in higher education by gender, 2006

Source: Ministry of National Education and Culture, 2006.

Table 2: Total number of children enrolled 
in pre-school by gender, 2000/01 – 2004/05

Source: Ministry of National Education and Culture, 2006.

Source: Ministry of National Education and Culture, 2006.

Table 3: Total number of children enrolled in 
primary school by gender, 2000/01 – 2004/05



14

BU RUNDI: BASIC EDUCATION I N D I C A TO R S

Teacher education
P r ima ry school teachers a re
t ra ined in teacher tra in ing col-
l eg e s , which offer courses
d i v i d ed into two cycles of t w o
years each. I n- s e rvice tra in ing
of pr ima ry teachers is a regul a r
activity of t he Office for Rura l
Educ a t i on (Bureau d’éduc a t i on
r u ral - B E R ) , a cu r r i culum dev el-
opme nt a g e nc y . S ec ond a ry
s c hool teachers a re tra ined a t
t he U n i v e r sity of B u r u ndi from which they g ra du-
ate a fter four years in various dis cip l ine s . S ome
t e a c hers sp ecifically tra ined for sec ond a ry educ a-
t i on , a re also tra ined at the Pedagogical Institut e
f or three to five y e a r s . T hey a re also tra ined a t
‘ Ecoles nor males su p é r i e u re s ’ .

Other tertiary institutions
T he re a re a number of t ra in ing in s t i tut i ons of f e r-
ing courses in various dis cip l ine s , inc lud ing b u si-
ness a d m in is t ra t i on a nd com p uter sci e nc e . T he s e
in s t i tut i ons inc lud e , I n s t i tut Supérieur de Gestion
d 'E nt re pr is e ,f or ma na g e me nt prof e s si ona l s .T he re
a re two l ev els of t ra in ing: short cycle tra in ing for
holders of t he Dip l ôme d'Etat a nd l ong cycle tra in-
ing for holders of d eg rees in ec onom i cs or the ir
eq u i va l e nt. T he re a re also ev e n ing courses in
va rous dis cip l ine s , inc lud ing com p uter sci e nc e s .

Education funding
Educ a t i on is one of t he sec t ors con su m ing a l a rg e
prop or t i on of t he na t i onal b ud g et. C u r re nt l y , t he
o v e rall b ud g et a l l o c a t ed to educ a t i on is estima t-
ed at a b o ut US$ 51 million . M ore than ha lf of t h is
b ud g et goes to pr ima ry school educ a t i on – U S $
28 million , while sec ond a ry educ a t i on takes
US$12 million or 24 per cent. H i g her educ a t i on
receives US$ 8 million , which is eq u i va l e nt to 16
per cent of t he b ud g et, while technical tra in ing
g ets four per cent — US$ 2 million . T he b ud g et
e s t imates a re cont a ined in Table 5.

Laws governing education
D ecree No 100/181 of 1988 conc e r n ing the 
M in is t ry of Na t i onal Educ a t i on
D ecree No 1/025 of 1989 conc e r n ing the 
reorg a n is a t i on of educ a t i onal system

Education administration 
and management
T he Min is t ry of Na t i onal Educ a t i on a nd Cul tu re is
re sp on sible for the pro v isi on of educ a t i on in the
c o u nt ry .I ts re sp on si bilities inc lude policy for m ul a-
t i on , cu r r i culum dev el opme nt a nd im p l e me nt a-
t i on , su p e rv isi on a nd examina t i on . It a c c om p l is h-
es these roles thro ugh a number of bodies inc lud-
ing Cent ral Admin is t ra t i on a nd Coord ina t i on ,
Na t i onal Com m is si on of O r i e nt a t i on to Highe r
Educ a t i on a nd Na t i onal Com m is si on for Dip l oma
Eq u i va l e nci e s .

Education challenges
T he quality of t e a c h ing at pr ima ry school l ev el 
is com prom is ed by lack of q ua l i f i ed h u man 
re s o u rces a nd lack of suitable school 
in f ra s t r uc tu re .
No of f i cial cu r r i culum for early childhood 
educ a t i on . E x p e r i e nce of c ommunity d a y -c a re
c e nt res a nd pre- s c hool units that take into 
a c c o u nt the int eg ra t ed early childhood 
d ev el opme nt a pproach is l im i t ed.
T he number of s c hool hours in a year - 585 
hours - is ina d eq ua t e .
S ince teaching in lower pr ima ry school is 

Table 5: Summary of education expenditure according 
to levels in US$

Source: Ministry of National Education and Culture, 2006. 1 US$ = 980.605 (BIF).
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c onduc t ed in Kir u nd i, t ra n si t i on to the sec ond 
l a nguage - F re nch - f rom the fifth year a l ways 
create a lot of problem to l e a r ne r s .
Educ a t i on system is cha ra c t e r is ed by weak 
int e r nal perfor ma nce with high l ev els of
re p et i t i on a nd rel a t i v ely si g n i f i c a nt drop o ut 
ra t e s .
T he cu r r re nt educ a t i on cu r r i cul a , which has 
b een in force for 12 y e a r s , do not su f f i ci e ntly 
int eg rate cont e m p ora ry soci etal concerns suc h
as HIV/AI DS , e nv iron me ntal con s e rva t i on , new 
in f or ma t i on a n nd com m u n i c a t i on 
t ec h nologies a nd other life ski l l s .

Useful contacts:
Ministry of Nat ional Education and Culture

B.P. 1990

Bujumbura, Burundi

Tel: +257  22 51 12/22 55 14

Fax: +257 22 68 39

Secretary General

Burundi National Commission for UNESCO

BP 1990

Bujumbura, Burundi

Tel: +257 224 517

Fax: +257 223 755

E-mail: ndemalo@yahoo.fr


