Rhodes’

“"Confession of Faith”
of 1877

Trw manuscript vevsions exivt, The forst, in Ihodes' own hr:_mz'-
wrHting, was written on fune 2, 1877, tn Oxford. The second is a
fair copy made by a clerh in Kimberley in the simmner o,f'n‘:';';:,
with additions and alterations in Rhodes' handwriting. 1t is this
second fair copry which is reproduced heve. It is not u'r.*mf why the
paragraph near the end of the document was placed m paren-
theses. The final paragrapl was wot in the original draft, was added
in Kimberley, and thereafter was crossed out, fressonalily when
Rhodes made a more formal will. The docwment is refiroduced
here in its original form, without any editing of spelling or
punciuation. ‘ o

It often strikes a man to inquire whiu is the chiel good in life;
to one the thought comes that it is a Iappy marriage, o another
great wealth, and as each seizes on his idea, for thal he mere or lesy
works for the rest of his exisience. To myself thiuking aver the
same question the wisl: came 10 render myseli u.“"ful.lu my country.
I then asked myself how coukt I und afrer reviewing the various
methods I have felt that at the presene day we are actually limiting
our children and pethaps bringing into the world balf the _lmmup
beings we might owing to the lack of country for thamn w inhabit
that if we had retained America there would at ihis twoment be
millions more of English living. I contend that we are the finest
race in the world and that the more of the world we inliabit the
better it is for the human race. Just fancy those pasts that are ag
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prosent inluited by (e niost despicable specimens of human
beings what an aleetation here would be i they were frraughy
under Anglo-Sixon lfuence, look again at the extra employinen
4 new country added 10 our dominions gives | contend that vyvery
aere wlded o our territory weans i the future binth g SOTHE NIOTE
of the English race whe otherwise woull not e brought into exiy-
tenee, Adiled o iy e absorption of the greaer portion of the
world under our rule simply nweans the end of all wars, ot this
motent had we not lost Awerica [ beljeve wet could have SOl
the Russian- Turkish war by merely relusing nency and supplics,
Having these ideas whut scheme could we think of to forward this
abject 1 ook inte history and T read the story of the Jesuits [ see
what they were able o do in o bad cause and 1 right siy under
Lad leaders,

t e presen day 1 become o member in the Misonic oader 1
see the wealth and pawer they possess the influence they hoid and
I think over their ceremonies wnd I owonder that a Latge Loy of
men Gin devote themselves 1o what at trmes dppear the most
riliculons ined absupd rires without an objece and withoue an end.

The idea pleaniing il dancing before wnes eyes like a will-ol-
the wisp e List Traomes il inte e plan. Why shoull we n form
@serel saciety with bt one objece the furtherance of the British
Fipire and the bringing of the whole uncivilised world under
British rule for the recovery of the United Staces for 1he making the
Anglo-Suxon race bt one Finpire. What a dream, bue yer it is
probable, it s possible. I once heard it argued by a fellow in my
aown college, I am SOITY 1o uwn it by an Eaglishman, thar it wils a
good thing for us tha we have Jost the United States. There are
seme subjects on which there can be no argmnents, and tn an
Englishinan this is one of them, but even (rom an American's poine
of view just picture what they have lost, look at their government,
are not the friuds thar yearly come before the public view a dis-
grace to any country and especially their's which is (he finest in
the workl, Would they have oceurred Lad they remained uuder
Eaglish tule grear s they have become how inhnitely greater they
would have been with he soltening and elevating influences of
Englisly rule, (hink of those countless ooo’s of Englishmen thac
during the last 100 years would have crossed the Atlantic and
settled and populated the United States. Would they have not
made without any prejudice a finer councry of it than the low class
trish and German emigrants? All this we have lost and thac country
loses owing 10 whoni? Owing to 1we or three ignorant pig-headed
statesinen of the last century, ac their door lies the blame. Do you




asg ¥ APPENDIX

ever feel mad? do you ever feel murderous. 1 think T do with those
men. I bring facts to prove my assertion. Docs an Fnglishe Lather
when his sons wisht 1o emigrate ever think of suggesting cmigration
to i country under another flag, never — it would seom a disgrace
to suggest such a ching I think that we all chink thac poverty s
better under our own flag than wealth under o Tercign one.

Put your mind into another irain ol thoupht. Fancy Australia
discovered and colonised under the French flag, what woueld it
mean merely several millions of English unborn that at present
exist we learn from the past and to form cur future. We learn
from luving lost 1o cling 10 what we possess, We know the size of
the world we know the total extent. Alvica is sdill lying ready for
us it is our dury to take it It is our duly to seive every opportunicy
of acquiring more territory and we shouid keep this one ilea
steadily belore our eyes that wore territory simply means mote of
the Anglo-Saxon race more of the best the most humnan, most
honourable race the world posscsses.

To forward such a scheme what a splendid help a secret society
would be a society not openly acknowledged bur who would work
in secrct for such an object,

I contend that there are at the present moment pumbers of (he
ablest men in the world who would devore their whole lives o i I
often think what a loss to the English nation in soine vespects the
abolition of the Roten Borough Systemn has been. What thouglng
strikes a4 man entering the house of commons, the assembly that
rules the whole world? 1 think it is the mediocrity of the men but
what is the cause. It is simply — an assembly of wealth of men whose
lves have been spent in the accumulation of money and whose
time has been too much engaged 1o be able to spare any flor the
study of past history. And yet in the hands of such men rest our
destinies. Do meen like the great Pitt, and Burke and Sheridan not
now exist. I contend they do. There are men now living with 1
know no other term the peva yoxeys of Aristotle but there are not
ways for ¢nabling them to serve their Counery. ‘They live and die
unused unemployed. What has been the main cause ol the success
of the Romisli Church? The fact that every enthusiast, call it if you
like every madman finds employment in it. Let us form the same
kind of society a Church for the extension ol the British Ewpire. A
society which should have its members in every part of the British
Enmpire working with one object and one idea we should lLave ity
members placed at our universities and our schools and should
watch the LEnglish youth passing through their hands just one
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perhiges in every thousand would have the mind and fectings for
suclean object, he should be wied in every way, he should be tested
whether he is endurint, possessed ol cloquence, disregardful of (e
petty details of lile, and i found to be such, then clected and
bound by aatlr to serve Tor the rest of his lile in his Country. 1le
should dwe be supported it without nieans by the Society and sens
o tHua part of e Empire where it was el he was needed.

Take another case, let us Toney a man who Gnds himseld his own
master with ample means on attaining his majority whether he
puts the question divectly to Limsell or not, still like the old SLOry
of virtue and vice in the Memeorabilia a fight goes on in him s o
what e should do. Pake §l he plunges into dissipation there i
nothing oo reckless he dots nat atterapt but after & time his life
palls on him, he menualty says thiv is not good enough, he dianpes
his dile, he reforms, lwe travels, he thinks now I luve (ound the
chiel gaad in life, die novelty wears off, awd he tres, to change
again, he gocs into the far interior after the wilid game he thinks
at dast I've found that in life of which 1 cinno tire, agating hie is
disappointed. He returns he ihinks is there nothing 1T can do in
life? Mere T am with means, with a good house, with everything
that is 1o be envied and yet 1 am not happy Fam tired of Jile be
possesses within him a portion of the weya xoxeye of Aristotle but
he koows it not, to suclr a o he Society should gu, should test,
and should tinadly show him the greamness of the scheme and {ist
liim as o member,

'l.';lkc one more case ol the younger son widv high thoughts, Liglh
aspirations, endowed by natwre with all the laculties to make 1
great man, aad with the sole wish in life 1o serve his Councry bur
he lacks two things the means and the apportinity, ever lrm‘:blcd
by & sort of inward deity urging him on to high and nobile deeds,
he is compelled o pass his time in some occupation whicls [ur-
nishes him with mere existence, he lives unhapptly and dies miser-
ably. Such men as dhese the Saciety should search our and use for
the furtherance of (their ol

{In cvery Colonial legiskaure the Sociery should attenipt o luve
its members preparced at all times to vote or speak and advocue
the dloser tiion of England and the colonics, to crush all disloyaley
and every movement for the severance of our Empire. The Sociery
should inspire and even own portions of the press for dhe |ress
rules che mind of the people. The Soctety should always be search-
fng for members who inight by their position in the warld by their
energies or character forward the aobject but dhe ballot and rese for
admittance shoukt be severe)
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- Once make it common and it fails. Take a man of great wealth
who is bereft of his children perhaps having his mind soured by
some bitter disappointment who shuts himself up separate from his
neighbours and makes up his mind to a miserable existence. To
such men as these the society should go gradually disclose the great-
ness of their scheme and entreat him to throw in his life and prop-
erty with them for this object. I think that there are thousands now
existing who would eagerly grasp at the opportunity. Such are the
heads of my scheme.

For fear that death might cut me off before the time lor at-
temptiing its development I leave all my worldly goods in trust to
8. G. Shippard and the Secretary for the Colonies at the time of
my death to try to form such a Society with such an object.




