
The discovery of huge oil fields in Colombia means a lot
more than cheaper energy costs. It provides us with another
major resource in the ongoing and overwhelmingly costly
struggle our country is waging against narco-traffickers.

These new reserves are producing a very high grade oil,
much of which winds up in the U.S. and elsewhere as high-
octane gasoline and other important petrochemical deriva-
tives. They also give Colombia the fourth largest oil reserves
in the hemisphere, capable of extending our self-sufficiency
and the production of exportable surpluses well beyond the
year 2010.

These oil explorations were undertaken by a consortium
of international companies, and represent yet another 
successful effort on the part of our government to expand
our economy, to give those who might otherwise become
involved in the drug trade another option -- a chance to
make an honest living for themselves and their families.

Besides creating new industries, we are also involved in
some major redevelopment programs that hold great
promise for the future. For instance, we have instituted an

$80.7 million agrarian reform program designed to encour-
age farmers now producing illicit crops to turn instead to
legitimate farming enterprises. 

And all this is being reinforced, of course, by our 
successes against the drug growers and distributors.

Over the past two years, for instance, we destroyed more
than half the coca crop, a 1200% increase over the previous
two years. During the same period, we found and destroyed
over 1300 clandestine laboratories, a 60% increase. And,
most significantly, we jailed more than 5,500 narco-traffickers
including the 7 leaders of the Cali cartel.

There are more than 37 million people in our country.
All but a handful are good, honest, hard-working people
who are greatly distressed by what drugs have done to our
country and by the pain and suffering they have brought 
to millions around the globe.

Colombia is engaged in a war that will not be won over-
night. But we are making progress. And with the continued
help of our friends in the United States and elsewhere, we
know it is a war that we are going to win.
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37 million based on the 1996 census revision.


