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With fog blanketing the region

every day so far this month, it is the
most consecutive days of fog in the
Coastal Bend in the last 15-20 years,
according to the weather service.

The weather pattern that has
brought a daily shroud of fog to the
Coastal Bend this year is caused by
the lack of weather fronts moving
south from Canada that usually blow
the region’s weather from west to
east, said National Weather Service
meteorologist Waylon Collins.

Without that usual weather pat-
tern, warm, moist air blowing from

the east-southeast over the Gulf of
Mexico comes into contact with the
cooler sea surface. The contact pro-
duces the fog, which is blown ashore
by that same east-southeast wind.

Meteorologists at the Corpus
Christi National Weather Service
office can’t explain why it’s happen-
ing now and hasn’t happened in
other years.

“It’s not a simple answer,” Collins
said. “It would take extensive
research, reviewing the last 15
years of weather patterns to under-
stand why now,” Collins said.

During the winter, weather pat-
terns draw cold air from Canada
into Texas. When the weather pat-

terns change in the spring, they are
replaced with warm air from the
south. February and March are typ-
ically transition months, Collins
said. 

Last year, the weather patterns
steered a series of fronts across the
region that blew from the west into
the Gulf. There were more weather
fronts at regular intervals last year
so there was less time for the fog to
develop, he said.

This prolonged period of east-
southeast airflow is causing “advec-
tion fog,” Collins said, which will
continue at least through Saturday
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Texas A&M University-Corpus

Christi sports teams’ first offi-
cial year at NCAA Division I sta-
tus may be their last if the ath-
letic department is forced to
absorb some of the proposed
budget cuts from the state.

“We felt that if you didn’t have

the opportunity to lay all the
cards out like everything else
then it’s protected, like that pro-
gram can’t be touched,” universi-
ty President Bob Furgason said.
“That’s not the case. If we have
to put a squeeze on it, we’ll put
some squeeze on it.”

The state has proposed a possi-
ble 12.5 percent budget cut to
higher education to help make up
for a $9.9 billion budget deficit.
In the last round of talks in
Austin, it was learned that strong
student growth at South Texas
universities could spare some

special item funding, potentially
saving A&M-Corpus Christi $2.4
million and A&M-Kingsville $2.7
million in cuts.

“Our message over the last sev-
eral weeks has been pretty tar-
geted,” Furgason said at
Thursday’s convocation called to

alleviate the fears of faculty,
staff and students. “I don’t take
any comfort in anyone winning
at others’ expense.”

Several budget committees at
A&M-Corpus Christi have
undertaken the task of review-
ing costs of personnel, facili-
ties and programs, and decid-
ing where, if at all, any cuts
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Cuts may hit A&M-CC athletics
State budget deficit to blame

Misty weather stifles shipping

David Pellerin/Caller-Times

Dion Hodge of New Braunfels fishes along the Port Aransas jetty
as two large ships pass through the fog to enter the port. The fog

has persisted throughout March because of warm air coming from
the south. Fog has blanketed the region every day this month.

U.N. vote
on Iraq
war plan
delayed
The measure’s
many opponents
led to the delay

BY RON HUTCHESON, DIEGO IBARGUEN
AND MARTIN MERZER

Knight Ridder Newspapers

�
WASHINGTON — The Bush administra-

tion retreated on the diplomatic front
Thursday night, delaying until next week a
vote on a U.N. war resolution despite repeat-
ed vows to demand a decision on the unpop-
ular measure this week.

Diplomats who attended a closed-door
evening session of the U.N. Security Council
reported that U.S. and British ambassadors
told the council there would be no vote today
and that talks concerning a resolution could
continue through the weekend.

It appeared no progress had been made in
the session. The council plans to resume
closed-door talks on Iraq today.

The intensifying diplomatic turmoil came
as more U.S. ships and planes assembled in
the Persian Gulf region for war with Iraq
and after Secretary of State Colin Powell
raised the possibility that the U.S. could
abandon all plans for a vote.

Last week, President Bush said he would
insist on a vote this week, a position the
White House had maintained firmly through
Wednesday.

Earlier Thursday, Iraq denounced a six-
part disarmament test proposed Wednesday
by Britain. France, Germany and Russia —
all members of the U.N. Security Council —
flatly rejected the proposal. And none of the
six uncommitted nations on the council
endorsed it.

In short, confusion enveloped the Bush
administration’s diplomatic drive as 
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Seaman’s bills would give San Pat a port vote
BY JANELL ROSS
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�
Two bills dealing with the makeup of

the Port of Corpus Christi commission
were filed with the Texas Legislature
late Thursday.

Rep. Gene Seaman, R-Corpus Christi,
filed the bills just one day short of
today’s 6 p.m. deadline to introduce items

for consideration during the current leg-
islative session. 

Seaman said both bills would leave the
commission as a seven-member appoint-
ed body. The bills call for Nueces County
to appoint three of the port commission-
ers, the city of Corpus Christi to appoint
another three and San Patricio County to
appoint one commissioner, Seaman said.

One of the bills would require port
commissioners to live in the county they
represent, Seaman said late Thursday.

The other would lift residential
requirements for Nueces County’s
appointees and allow those commission-
ers to live in other cities and counties.
Both bills would require all appointees to
provide full financial disclosure state-

ments, he said.
Seaman described the two bills as

“place-holders” that can be altered. 
“Once a bill has been filed, you can vir-

tually rewrite a bill entirely,” Seaman
said. “You can go to committee and make
changes.”

Seaman said he decided to file 
the bills after speaking with local 

Please see PORT/A13

Measures leave commission with 7 members

Furgason
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How much sun have we had?
Total minutes of sunshine:

March 1999
9,765 min.

March 2000
6,572 min.

March 2001
10,032 min.

March 2002
10,116 min.

March 2003*
1,978 min.

*as of March 13

Source: NOAA

Blame La Niña. Blame the
wind. Just keep the lights on.
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