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Ehaue' not onely
N2 J5 | to intreate in this
WN/AS| place of y vertues
Q‘g Wey| whiche S. Paule
= -requireth in them
whiche are tobee made thepe-
herdes inthe Church of GOD,
butaifo to marke to what ende
he driveth . Fotall of yshaue to
receine 2 ¢common dofttine and
leflon -cut of this shat is con-
teined in thefe woordes . Trueit
isthat Saint Paule dire@ethhis
talke to themthat haue the charg
to choofe Shepeherdes, but yet
ghey that are chofen, andare cal
led to thisoffice, haue to con-
fider that G O D layeth the
bridle in theit neckes as jtwere,
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but alfo to pur all the faithfull in
mind to frame them [clues to this
tule which he fetteth downin chis
place . AS in deede God doth not
commaunde¢ the minifters of the
worde onely to be fober, tobec
modeft, & to be watchful in their
vocation ; thisis common to all
Chriftians : but as T haue touched

10 already,becauie the flocke which

is gathered together muft heare )’(
worde of God at 2 mans mouth,
he that fpeaketh muft fhewe in
decde thathe fpeakethfrom the
hearte, and he beareth fuche are-
uerence to the ‘word whiche hee
preacheth, that he will be the firft
that fhall frame his lifeto it: and
will fhewe that hee doeth not

and fheweth them vppon what 20 make alawe onely for other, but

‘condition hee calleth themto his
feruice .

Moreouer, all the faithfull in
generall not one except areto
thinke on their behalfe,thatwhen
God requireth holinefle of lyfe,
and good example in them which
muft preache the worde,itis to
this ende and purpofethat the o-

that he is as well fubiet as they:
and therefore hee will beginne,
Thisitis, Ifay, we haue tonote
vppon thistexte, And the harder
athing we {eeitisto drawe vsto
Cod, the more earneltly muft we
thinke vpon it For although this
do&rine be preached vato vs, &
we haue our duetie playnely fet

ther fhoulde followe them : and 3% down before our eyes,& there be

that the dodtrine fhoulde haue {o
misch ¥ more authoritie,and be as
- itwer linitten dead whenwe fe y
he that {peaketh,mocketh nog,but
goeth oninie,inthe feare of God,
and haththatimprinted inhishart
which he {peketh with his mou-
the, Thercfore let vs marke well
that Saint Paules meaning is not

no {tumbling blocks to make vs
chop out of the way,notwith{tan-
ding we cannot yet come nighe
to God. And therefore we haue
neede to marke well all y helpes
y he giueth vs, to fupplie our wit
and weakenes with all Nay there
is a worfe thing then all this, wee
feea greatfort,that feeke forno-

onely tofingthema leffon whi- 40 thing ellfebuta vaine clokeand

che muft be minifters of the word
of God,and muft alfo be chofen,

to no prirpofe: when their lifeis
wicked & fhamefull, fo that they
T R.ijj <an




Cap.3.
they fhould beholde their con-
uerfation, to the ende that they
might bee the betterrefolued to
followe the doctrine which they
bearde at theirmouthes. For our
walking in the feare of God is as
it were a feeling vp of our prea-
«ching,and that menmay perceiue
that we fpeake not oncly foro-

the 1. Epi.to Timothie.
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& lead a life oF offence, Jet vs not
follow them, neither let vs make
lefle accompt of , and leff: reue-
rence the doétrine of God: for
neither is it reafon thatwe thuld
therefore contermnnc it , for hisau-
thoritie doth not hange vponthe

life of mé, Whatare mé&Can they

”

caulc v dodtrine of God ro alter

ther, but cheefely for our felues, 10 and change, and not kecp itown

And when the minifters fhal haue
thus:continued to the end,& their
conucrfationhathbeene good &
commendable, their doétrine is
mmade morc authenticall , Let vs
Jearne therfore to make our pro-
fite ofit , when God giueth vs
thus muche more aduantage,and
knowe wee, that they thar are

nature?Ific leefle it authoritic for
them, in what cafe were we ? Bue
contrarie wile ler vs lezrne to fub
mic our felues wholy to God , al- -
though we fe ftumbling blockes,
let vs notwithftanding fall go on
forwarde and keepe onour way,
and knowe we thacthe wordeof
God fhall remaine fafe and found

not confirmed by the good lyfe 20 for euer.Notwithitading if we do

oftheir minifters , fhall receiue
fo- muche the greater condem-
nation , and (hall bee lefle able to
excufe them felues before God.
o Xfwec fee ftumbling blockes,
‘and the minificrs of the worde of
Geod be not fiche as they ought
to bee, when we knowe once(as
Tfayde before) thatitis a token

not confirme our felues by their
example which teach vs, & fhew
vs the way tofeare God, we fhall
be lefle able to excule our felues,
bicaufe our meanes was the grea-
ter,and ourhelpe more ready to
caufe ysto walkc as we cught to
do Now let vs come to that whi-
che S, Paule entreateth ofjtouch-

of GGods wrath, let vs thinke, that 30 ing v vertues which he requiveth

the faulte fhall beelayed to our
charges alfo: and therefore let
vs endeuour toremedicit. Yea
howe o enerthe wotlde goceth,
let vs not thinke rthatwe are quit
when we can {ay thus,oh fir, they
that fhoulde gousrncvs, are no
betterthen wee are . Forsf the

Llinde leade the blinde both foall

in all thepeherdes.He faith: They
muft be temperate, ¢ [ober, ¢ mo-
deft,orhaue their lives fhining, y
isto fay,be of honeft life. We faid
“before that thefe vertues arcnoe
only for the minifters of)'r word,
but bicauie their life is more lo-
ked vpon;,and they haue alio to
fpeak asitwere in Gods name &

fall into the ditche faith our Lorde 4o in his authoritie, they muft nedes

- Jefus Chrift, Therfore if they that
-are appointed to preach y word
of God,be of au cuil conuerfation

be afpure to flire vs forward whé
we fe how they behauc thifelues,
And thercfore thercis good

- R enife
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caufe that the minifters of ¥ word
fhould paffe al otherin vertue &
godlineffe.Andin deed,they that
thall come & preach of honetlic,
of chaflitie , of modeftie, and in
the meane while be wicked & in-
temperate themielues, & knowe
not what modeftic meaneth, doe
they not with open mouth mock

Fob. Cali22.Sermon vpon
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Thaue giuen the charge to Ieade,
and gouerne others, go before, &
fce that the ocke do follow thé:
be ye al fober,be ye almodett,be
ye 2ll honeft.By this we may per-
ceiue thatbetrer which I touched -
cucn nowe ,towitte , that God:
doth not here direéthis talke to
them onely whichare in the Pul-

both God & the world?True it is 1o pit to teach, but he fheweth how

(as Haid before, ) ythough § mi-
nifters be not fuch as they ought
to be,yet muft God notwithftan-
ding be cxalted,and the doltrine
that proceedeth fr6 him,muft bee
receiued without any byrurnings.
Yer {ucha mocker and skorner
* mult notbe borne withall , when
he commethto exhort othermen

he wil hane his church gouerned.
And efpecially and aboue all S.
Paule requireth that the minifters.
beaptto teach: 8 this vertue be-
longeth to themonly:For,for this
caule alfo they are chofen.It is.
not givento all men to preach, &
to handle the doétrine of God,
Although a man be abeleuer,al-

to be mode(},& fober, & tempe- 20 though his life be verie holy, yet

rate, & with his life draweth clean
contrarie, And therefore let vs
marke well that it is not without
caufe,that S.Paul requireth al this
in the minifter of ¥ word of God:.
butit s to this endeand purpole,
that we fhould know, which way
they fhould ieade vs, and haueit
welimprinted in our minds,Why

be hath not this vertue in him to.
be ableto handle ? word of God
in fuche forte as it maye well
berecciued. Andthercforedocs
trine is not in al:and ifthere were
doétrine inthem, yet muft he be
fit: for S.Paul faith not here that
amanmuft be learned, that is
not inough,but he faith,y hemuft

doth $,Paule fpeake of the mini- 30 be apt to teach:that is to fay, ¥ he

fers liues ? For he will fhewe vs
to what ende God hath apointed
Shepeherdes to haue the office of
prezching his word . It is to thew
vsthe way , & what marke wee
muft fhutat. Therefore whé God
commandeth the minifters,to be-
haue them felues wifely, and mo-
deftly,& honefily, & foberly, itis
asmuch asif he had faide,let all
thinges bee well ordered in my
Chutch, & fee thatthey to whom

g

40

be {o fathioned,that he is framed
therto. So ¥ theirmay be {fome y -
are lcarnr:dfand yet haue not this
graccinthem, tobe ableto ap-
plie the doétrine to make other
profit thetby,fo that they may be
edified.And therefore we fee that
S. Paule hath ferdowna matke in
this place,which is proper & pe=
culier to ff preaching of the Gof-
pel,in that he faich,that they muft
be apttorcach. :
But
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But before we go any further,

we {ec how impudent the Popifh

Cleargic is, to alledge their Hie-
ravchie, as they callit. Forthey
boaft themfehies, tofhewe, that
we are Schifmacikes ; and eucte
offfrom the Church of God,that
they haue the holie chiefetie , the
order y Iefus Chritt eftablithed,
whiche muit continue vnto the
worldes erd . And wherein ftan-
deth this helie chicftic, as they
terme it? Itbeginneth by the By~
fhops, and fo muft it: but letvs
{ee what manner of Gentlemen
the Popifhe Bithops are. They
thinke it is an imparing to their
ofhice,if they go vp into a pulpit :
itis inough foraBifhop to come
into the Church with his rotchet
and aring, and with all the reft of
ehatiFomperie: and then that vp-
Sibigh dagesh gh dayes he be in his Possifi-
calibus, hauing his hornes vppon
Fis"head to fearé Tittle children
witlnll: Trueitis thatthey will
make a fhewe, as shough they
were troubled with thele great

myfteries, as with making of

thev. Epi.to Timothie.
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And yet muft they hatte leaue to
other thinges then to teache, to
wit,to hauke and hune,to play at
dice, to keepe whotes and fuche
like . Andtherefore wefeeitisa
meere mocketie, and too muche
paft fhame, for them to brag chat
they haue an order of 2 Churche,
anda goucrnment : becaufe that

1o althar they haue,is cleane again(t

that whiche is appointed by the
fpirite of God. And this is not
onelyto condemne them, but ro-
the end rhat we on our part,when
they alledge cheir Hrerarchie,and
pretend fo honourable ticles,that
with open mouth they brag that
they are the Churche of G O D,
fhould mocke at them fortheir

20 falfe and vaine bragging. For if

the Church of God were among
the Papifts, what thould become
.of vs ? Fer we doe nothape for
forgiuenefle offinnes, but oncly
in the Churche , and we haue no
hope offaluation, but in the for-
ginenefle of finness& then fhould:
we be condemned. And therefore
wemuft knowe and be out of all

creame,and fuche Like filth, as for 30 doubt, that the Pope hath bur a

this parte, it mult be referued to
the prelates. Yer for all this, if
they will be fuch Bythops as God
alloweth off, and mainceine this
Hierarchie as they termne it,thatis
to fay the order and pollicie of
the Churche, they muft beaptto
tcache.Let 2 man examine alEI) the
popifthe Byfhops, whatlearning
thall aman finde inthem ? They
knowe as muche what holie writ
meaneth,asaforee of calues doe,

diuelithe Synagogue,and that all
his Cleargie is but filth & ftinch,
all thefe varlets that have caft a-
fide the Churche of God,are but
vermine. Although the Pope, whor
is Antichrii}, be {ferin Gods fanc~
tuarie, {as we hanefeene before) .
yet notwithffanding , he i5 not.
worthie to be taken and accoun-

40 tedfor a minitter of the Church,

nor all his mates . And therefore
we mull be refolued in this peinr,

R.v, thas
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that we may be at defiance with
all their bragges, and know, that
beeing toyned to Tefus Chuilt our
head,and knitce togetherin true

8
agreement of faith according to

the Golpell , and che trueth that
is conteined therein,we may brag
beforeGod and his Angels, that
we are his flocke, that he taketh
and accounteth vs for his chil-
dren & houthold, yeain fo much
that he dwelleth and fitctethin the
middeft of vs by his Gofpell. And
thisis the firft point we haue to

note : for this is in deede a fure-

ground for vs to ftay sur {elues
vppon,that God abideth with vs,
and choofeth ystobe his cemples.
But that it is fo, that the minifters
of the worde of God muft be apt
to teach, Saint Paule theweth his
meaning better inthe Epiftle to
Titus,where he (aith, That a fheep-
heard muff holde and imbrace the
dotlrine which is according to faith,
andmufl hane this treaﬁ(re Jout vp
dn his conftizncetothe endihat he
anay exchort with prebemmence fuch
as are weake, o bring the that wan-

, "fob.Clzl.zz. Sermonypon
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broche their owne {ubtilties, to
aduaunce them {elues, No,no.
But the doteine muitbe pure &
according to faiththac isto fay, y
he tharwil teach in Gods church,
muit be & {choller,and be brought
vpin his fchoole, who is the high
maifter aboue ys all: his dottrine
there muft be according to faith.

10 And thisis one rule, Moreouer,

he that is called muft haue, chis
grace. And cherefore S.Paule ad.
deth, Thathe may exhorte themn
whiche willingly fubmitte them=
felucs , andbe obedient to God
without any further a do, & may
alfo refiftall gainefayers , and all
enimies of the trueth,which go a~
bout nothing clfe but to darken

20 the pure doétrine. And feeing.it

is fo,that S. Paule hath here fette
downc a marke to kaowe true
Sheepheards by, from {uch asare
baftardes and counterfets : et vs

~ beare away that whiche I {zid al-

ready,how that we are affured, ¥
we hauc § Church of God, when
his worde is preached,and is deli-
uered purely , when errours are

der imtothe right way: ¢ moveower 30 laid afide & condemned amongft

- that they may ffoppe their mouthes
avbich refyff the traeh, This is it whi-
chisrequired in them,whé God
alloweth for Bithops & Sheepe-
‘heards,for elders and minifters of
the worde,to wit,y they hauc the
doctrine whiche is according to

faith.And 8 Paul thewethhereby

“thatall prophane learning muft

vs, and the puritie of the Gofpell
hath his courle : this is a marke fr

cannot deceiuc vs,thus doth God

take vs to be hisflocke. Lermen
condemne vs as muchas they wil,
let the Papites fet vp themfelues
with all pride they haue , & brag
that they hauc all the Hierarchie,
all thisis but donge. And how {o?

-belaideafide , and men muft not 40 For {eeing they haue not this

bring what they devife in theic
- @wne braines, they muftnoticta

marke of God, thereis nothing
butfalfenefle amongftthem, For
olr
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our parte we may lay, fecing the
worde of Geodis preached tovs
purely,that we haue the doditine
which isaccording to faith : and
when we deteft eriours , and {u-
perilitions,and all things that are
againft the worde of God, itisas
muche asif Ged bad fethis feale
vponvs,and had imprinted in vs

the1. Epi.to Timothie.
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we knowshat Gedisin ¢ middf
of vs, andthere fittethas ruler,y
wchaue the prefence of eur Lord
Tefus Chrifte, and be knitte toge=
therto him, asmembersto theis
head. Therefore when weare fure
of this , bane we not, I pray you,
goed oceafion toreioyce. And
theérefore ler vs marke that Ged

the marke tobe of the houfholde o doeth ys anineflimable pleafure,

of his Churche. Truethitis, that
this wil auaile hypocrites nething
at all,nor fuch as contemne God,
~ asthere arc a great number mix-
ed among the faithfull where the
word of God is preached: fome
giuethemfelues cueratfixc and
fcuen,other walke diffemblingly,
other fhew openly that they de-

v hen his worde is thus delivered
vs,and we haue men that can ¢ x-
ccute fuche an office, which haue
knowledge,and the meanes alio
to cdifie vs: foritisas muche as if
God fhewed himfelfe to vs in ui=
£ble fhape,wehaue nolefle affi-
rance that vie are joyned tohim,
& that be gonerreth vs,thenifhe

{pife God,andbe asfwyne ; it a- 20 fhould fhewe himfelfe tovs face
uaileth themnothing atall, that  toface.As S.Paule alio faith, that 1.Cor.33-

they followed them whichheard  we beholde him in this looking ™
the worde of God, but it thall be
afarre greater condemnation fos
them. And yetnotwithftanding,
where fo euer the word of Gedis
purely taught, and menfollowe
thelire of helic writ,and donot
difguile nor marrethe pure doc-

trine, we may well conclude that 30

there is the Churche 6f God. For
men are no fufficient Tudges of
this: Godkecpeth this autherite
to himf{elfe to thewe which is his
Church:which thing he doth by
this whichis here thewed vs by S.
Paules mouth. And thisisafen-
tence that caenot be called backe

againe, Andit is a ﬁngular Cotn~

glafle ofthe Golfpel, that we may
Ee chaunged into his glorie. Ard
morccucr we haue a good adui-
tage, forwe may beat defiance
with all them thar depaste frem §r
pure dotritie of the Gofpell: for
it is as much, asif they barnithed -
them (elues out of the Churchof
Ged.The Papifts wil bragineugh:
(as Ifaide before) bue theyhaue:
cut off thé felues from ¥ bodie of
Tefus Chrift,foy they ftad now as.
rotten mébers,they have nothing:
to do with y Lord Iefus, becaufe
they haue marred and falfified his.
matke, which is his word, & haue.

giuen chemlelues to lyes., idola-

forte to vs,focft as we are affem- 40 tries, & fuperfiitions whichreigne:

bled, to wit , feeing the worde of
godis faithfully delivered o vs, ¥

LN

amongeft them, Andfor our part.

lecys mrark,that if aman haue not
' thele:
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thefe ewo pointes which we haue
rouched,to wit,that he be exerci-
fcd in holie writ, and be groun-
ded in the doétrine of faich,lo that
I be able toteach other, & ftop
the mouthes of the enimies, heis
not meet forthis office, to preach
the worde of God. And in deedc,
whatisit, if aman haue onely a
little tafte , and be not fure of his
flaffe,as the prouetbe is?He fhal-
beindoubt at cucrie turning of
an hand,and we know, that there
are none fo boldeas thele blinde
bayards, One that hath not much
learning, will put foorth himfelfe,
and will feemeto know all: aske
him as many queltiés as you will,
hts mouth willbe fraight wayes
open,and he will fpeak atallad-
uentures. Thus fareth it withthem
thathaue not much learning. On
the contraric fide, they that are
well exercifed, and haue more
knowledge, they keepe them-
{eluesbacke, and are more feare-
full . Why {0 ? They knowe how
hardeathing it is, to {peake in
- ‘Gods name: and againe, becaufe
they haue fele mateers to y deep,
they knowe the mater (fandeth
notin lightly flying vp into the
aire,and in aunfivearing to this or
that, but we muft come to the
pith ofit,& not tarrie in the bark,
And thereforeif a man haue bne
only tafted(as it were paffing by)
‘what holy writis,& haue butas it
were dipped the top of his finger

- dnitand licked, what is it but fol -
fic,2nd what canheelfc doe, but
bt ar cucrieturning of an hande,

fa.b.CEzf.zz. Sermon Ypon
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ptophanc the word of God ? And
therefore itis not inoughe for vs
to fay this or that vponamarter,
but we mufthandle it truely, to
the end that they whiche heare
our doctrine,may be out of dout,
and {ay, fce this is an article of
faith.And therefore it is not with-
out caufe, that gaint Paule requi-
rethinaman, that he be aptto
teache.And againe,thisis not all,
that we edific them whiche fub-
mitte them felues quietly, 8 fuf-
fer themielues to be ch sbutwe
muft knowe how to ftop the eni-
mies mouths,which lift vp them-
{elues againtt the trueth of God,
and driuc away all lyes whiche
might marte the pure dodrine:

20 and this alfo may be (hewedbya

o]

O

fimiljtude of the Shepcheard. We
are called Sheepeheards. He that
harh a flock of theep comicted to
him, itis} not inough for him to
lead y flocke,but he muft haue an
other voice to cric out againft che
Wolues and theeues, Ifafhecpe-
heard doe bue onely giue a whift
with his mouthe to gather his
fheepetogether, and when the
Wolfe commeth, isafraide, and
ftandeth asa dumbe man, fo that
the thecucsmay fet vpony flock,
and fteale , and curte the'throtes

‘of them, and in the meane while,

the theepeheard holde his peace,
whar a thing were this? Euenfo,
if wehane agood grace toteach
and (hewe the vertue of God, to
them thac fecke tobe wel gouer-
ned, and haue no might to beate
downe falfe doétrines , to Roppe

Here-
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Heretikes mouths, to driue away
rauening Wolues, to crie againit
them which infeét the flock with
their corruptions, againit them
thatlive a {launderous. & naugh-
ticlife, (for they are astheeucs,
that come to deftroy the flocke,)
if we cannot cricagainfl theny,we
doc but halfe our duetie, There-

fore we muft hauc two voices, 10

one fivcete voyce, to exhorte thé
that fhewe them felues eafie to
be taught, and to leade themin
the right way : an other , to eric
out againft Wolues and theeves,
to hunt them away f16 the flacke,
& to mainteine the pure do@rine
of God,whichis the foode of life,
to the end it be not takenfrom

them, for whome God hath ap- 20

ppintedit. Andthisisit we haue
to note vppon this texte , where
Saint Paule willeth and appoin-
teth, thac Bifhops and Sheepe-
heardes beapte to teache,  And
here we haue to marke, that euc-
tie one of'vs is put in minde of his
duetie, whiche is, to receiue the
dodtrine when it is preached vn-

to vs, Why is it faide that the mi- 30

nitters muftbe apttoteache? To
the end that we thould all of vs
receine inftrultion, oneas well
as an other, and be not as it were
ftaruced for hunger.For fecing the
worde of God is 2 foode and {ub-
ftance wherwith our foulesmuft
be nourithed , all muft be put in
mind to heare the dodtrine when

it is preached to vs.Foritis not S. o

Pauls meaning here in this place,
that we thould colour the matter

the LEpi.te Timothie.
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and make a fhewe only, & clappe
ourhands at him in fj portingwiie,
and fay,Oh excellently well {po-
ken, Oh maruelous knowledge,
Oh fine wit. There is no fuche
dealing muft be vied : but he that
preacheth muft begin ac himfelfe,
& fo indeuour to draw the whole
flocke, to the obedience of God,
to haue them walke in feare and
humblene(le,and watchfully. And
therewichalllet all of them know
that Ged hath eftablithed fuche
an order for their fakes. When a
man goeth vp into the pulpit isit
to be feene a farre of jand only to
haue an ‘higher place then ‘the
rett? No,no: bucto the end that
God may fpeake vnto vs by the
mouth of man, and be {5 gracious
to vs, tof{hewé himfelfe herea-
mongt vs,and wil haue a mortall
manto be his meffenger : and wilk
hereby alfo proue the obedience
of our faith. And therefore fecing
the cafe ftandeth (o, letvs marke:
whenitis faid that the mmiflcrs:
muft be apttoteache, thatitis o
this end,that euerie one of vs fe1-
tle himfelfe to heare,and that we
fthould be as it werce rauifhed and.
aftonifhed,and fay thus with our
fclues, Doth God indeed vouch-
fafe to be our teacher jn the per-
fon of 2 mortal manThen jt boo~
teth vs not to haue our eares deaf
whenour Lord (heweth himielfe
fo familiarly viro vs: but knowe
we thatit is his will,that we {hald.
EO to {choole to profite there, &
e wholy refolued of his trueth,
that we may baue this affurance,
that
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that we follow the rule of § word
ofGod, that itis fiom him that
we hold our faith, that we benot
carried this way or that way ac-
cording to mans pleafure,but arc
grounded, and wholy reft our
{clues vppon the tueth, whichis
fent vs fré heanen,which isinfal-
fible. We fee then yit wasnotS.
Paules mind to exhort them only
which muft choofe the teachers,
and appoint them,bur alfo to put
vs inmind euetie one of ourduc-
tie,that we might alilbe GODS
good [cholers,fecing heis o gra-
tious ynto vs to be our teacher,8
debafeth himielfe {o farre as to
fpcake familiasly vato vs, to the
¢énd that we may be inftructed of
his good will . Andlet vs marke
morceuer,that we muft make our
profite of this dotrine whiche he
layeth before vs,two wayes.Firft
og all that we wandet not inour
ignoraunce, butknosw, whereon
we haue to itay our felues : thac
we be not as fooles amazed whi-
<he fay , Oh, Thaue nozliued fo
long inthe worlde, butIknowe
wel inoughhow to ordermy felf:
And how know they? According
-totheir foolifh brain: if chey take
athingto be good they wilneeds
haue God to account of it {o in
fike fort, Letvs beware of {uche
pride: and know that chis is § way
to goucrnc aur felvesby , tofol-
lowe theword of G O D onely,
to imploye all our fenfes to that
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fubmicte our felues wholy to his
obedience,

Thisische fitlt fruite that we
haue to reape of the worde of
God,when we are well and due-
Iy taughe, and not to walke at
aduentures,as the Papiltes which
haue their foolifhe deuotions and
{ay, I do this vpona good intent;,

1o and yet haue no certeintie in all

their doing. But God willnot
haue vs to dofo, burwillhaue vs
knowe , that he alloweth ofthat
which we do, becaulz itis agree-
able to his worde . Andchis muft
giue vs a greater courage to ferue
God more earneltly , when we
dout not of that that we do, whe=
theritbe good or no, but God

a0 aflureth vs thac he liketh well of

our feruice, And why {o? Becaufe
we donot after our owne fanfie,
nor liue as we lult our fclues, but
as God hath appointed and com-
maunded by his worde. And this
is onc rule. Againe we muft pro-
fiteinthe worde of God tothe
endy we may be affured of our
faith,and be not thaken asreedes

o with all windes, but haue the

worde of God for our armour, a3
§.Paule fpeaketh, faying thatitis
2 fhame if they which hauebene
inftruéted in the Gofpell, be cafi-
Iy carried away , and turned this
‘way and that way.
And we fhewe allo that we
haue beene euill fchollers, when
we are {o ready and light to re-

that is contcined inholie writ, & , 4 ceiueherefies and errours which

~to giue eare to God without any
.. ganefaying or replying yand to

arefeteeabroche and taught.Let

Vs Icarn’thcrforc,, when we come
1o

Ephefi5.6
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toheare vy word of God, thatitis
not onely to know what is good,
but it istobearmed and defen-
fed again{tallinconueniences,to
the end that we be not carried a»
way and deceived by falfe doc-
trines,when the diuell raifeth vp
firebrandes to come and bring vs
cut of frame, but that we may put
him off, & drive him backe. Tru-
eth it is that thisis allotted pro-
perly vato the Sheepeheardes,(as
we haue faid already ) but yet not-
withftanding , eueric one of vs
muft be watchfull,and both great
and fimall mull haue this fleafafl-
nefle in theirfaith, thatthey be
notfhaken atthe firft blow with
errours that fhalbe {et a broche
vnto them, To be fhorte, let Sa-
than lay his nettes, Jet him lay his
bajtes to feeke to deltroy our
faith,yet mnft we haue wherwith
torefift thofe his tentations £ and
ifwe feele fuche a weakenefle in
vs,that we are eafie to be fhaken,

let vs pray to God to firengthen

vs, and that this mz}y ferue toin- .

creafe a greater defrein vs,to be
diligent and to take better heede
eucrie one to himfelfe then we
-did before, And then,as God gi-
ueth vs the meanes torefilt $a-
thanand the enimies of bis truth,
when he layeth his worde before
vs, let vs take hecde we fwarue
net frem it the leaft iote that may
be, butbe inflruéted and confir-

med thereby more and mere. For
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Thetefore we haue a good
{wordewwhen we haue the word
of Ged, It is not without a czufe
that hope is called an helmet,
& faith a breaft plate and buckler,
& that we are welappointed,whé
we hane all this: for God will not
deceine vs, but theweth vs thar
his werde thallferue vs to fuche

10 vie ashe giveth vs to vnderfland

by the titles, if we know how to
vie it aright as we ought. And
thus muche touching the proper
marke which S, Paule hath fetce
down for the minifiers of  word
of God. He addeth further, Thae
shey mufl receise firangers. For we
camnot difpatch y reft new, ther-

. fore we wil touche but this word
20 and make an end.Itis not without

caufc, that S. Paule requireth this
expreflely in all minifters, to wi,
that they muft be curteous to re-
ceine ftraungers, And furely if we
confider the time be liued in, it
was verie neceflarie.  For irwas
then as it is now, the poore chil~
drenof God were bannifhed,and
as poore birdes, whofc netfls had

30 becne taken,they know not whi-

therto goe: ifthey were notre~
ccived, then were they in danger
to be {poiled, which were inough.
te put them cleane cutof heare,
Therefore S. Paule exhorteth the
miniflers ofthe word of God not
without caufe to haue this cour-
tefic to receine fhrangers willing-
ly,end to giue them gentle and

itis not without caufe, that the ,o ccurtcons interteinment,

worde of Godis called curfpiri-

tuall fnarde,

True it is,that this vertue muf¥
bc comman to all the faishtull,
fox
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for if there were no more but the
" worderof nature it teacheth vs fuf-
" ficiently to be courteous towards
thé }'r are deftitute ofhelp, which
are naked, fo )‘( if they thould not
be holpen,it were great pitie: na-
ture teacheth vs this. But there is

a {pecial conlideration in the chil-
drenof God . Itisfaide that we
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nifters of the word thew the way,
and giue fuchcan cxample, that
other allo may be moued & {tir-
red vp to receiue (traungers. Thus
we fee what Saint Pauls meaning
is. Now to make our profite of
this texte , let vs marke in fewe
wordes,that they whiche are cal-
led to this office to preache the

are ftraungers in this world, if we 10 worde of God, muft know them~

will thar God will accept vs for
his heires. We mult confefle firft
ofall, and be refolued in this
pointe, that wee are ftraungers
in this worlde.Forhe that neft-
leth himfelfe here beneach, and
knoweth not himfelfe to be 2
ftraunger vpon the earth,he muft
needes be bannithed from the

{elues in fuche forte tobe pub-
like perfons, that they be notap-
pointed for théfelues,but to com-
municate as muche as they can
with themthat haue necde tobe
exhorted, & comforted, & coun-
felled, 8 warned, & to haue fome
helpe. This muft be done firft of
all. And then asfor the flocke, all

kingdome of heauen,as the Apo- 20 the flocke eucrie one for his part

ftle theweth in the Epiftle tothe
Hebrues, Therefore Godholdeth
vs now a dayes no otherwayes
for his children,but that we thold
pafle through the world as firan.
gers and trauellers as he fpea-
keth.And therfore all the children
of Gad, hauing this confideration
muft be geatle toward ftrangers,

muft knowe aifothat they muft
imploy thé felue s for their neigh-
bours,yea for them that are fran-
gersto them; For why they are
ftraungers inthis worlde? To the
end that for our parte we fhall
belike tothem, and thould haue
no certeine dwelling place, to
fay, that wee will remaine al-

* and elpecially, whenthey fec the 30 wayes in one place, but be readie

faithfull perfecuted , and are dri-
ucn fid place to place, they muft
be fo much the more touched.

For furely they haue yron 8 bra-
fen heartes, and are more cruell
then wilde beaftes, ifthey be not
moued with compaffion when
they fee the children of God fo
rofled from poft to piller for the

to be remoucd this way aad that
way, according to GO DS
good pleafure,  And this is ic
wehaueto putin pradtife out of
thisplace , efpecially when the
neceflitie of time doth fo tequire
it. Foritis a newe {purre, as we
haue faide, Asnowa dayes when
we fee the rage of the Infidels 8¢

doctiine of their faluation, Ther- 40 enimies of the Gofpell thus fecte

fore this vertue is common to all;
but Saint Paule will haue the mi-

on fire,fhold not we on our parts,
bemoucd with pitie 2nd compaf
fion
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fionartheleaft on them whiche
are driuen out of their countries,
and tofled vp and downe, fhould
we not,] fay, helpe them asmuch
aswecan? Andifwe doeit not,
fhall we not fhewe that we are
woorthie to be taken for none of
Gods, and to be put out ofthe
role of his childré? For (as we faid
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thie thar to kauc patt in this name
offaith, And this is it wt haueto
marke .- True it is that the ffraun-
gers allo are to be warned for
their parte,fecing that God com-
mendeththem , that they abufe
notthat-name,and that privilege.
For ifaman haue gotten a privi-
ledge ofa Prince, and doth abule

‘before)they that know not them y ¢ it, fo that vader the colour of that

feluesto be firaungers , doc they
not bannifh themfelues out of the
kingdome of heanen?And ef peci-
ally they that crie out a gainft
firangers,yca and vie it as a word
ofreproche, they cannot thewe
more plainely that they are not

mote worthie to be numbred a-

mongthe children of God , nor

benefite and honour the Prince
hath done him, he committe any
wicked aét, thal! he not be dou-
bly punilhed? Yes no doubt. Wek
thenlet them whome God hath
commended take heede, that fee-
inghe hathfucha care ouerthé,
they be circumfpeét,and vie thac
his goodnefle fo, that he may be

to be receiued in his Churche 20 honored. And this is well worthie

more then dogges and fwine, &
that they are excommunicate and
caftawayes,although man do not
condempe them : we neede no
more but the witncffe of stheir
owne mouthes, when they take
this as 3 worde of 2 reproche,thac
he is a firaunger , and hath forfa-
ken his countrie to ferue God,or

tobe noted , and now a dayes ef~
pecially. For we fhall {ee a great
number that will fay, they are
driven out of their countrie for
the worde of God, and yet not-
with{tanding thewe by theirdo-
ings,that this nameis talfely giu€
them.I{peake not yet of thefe de-
ceivers which vfe fuche Iyes, but

was driuen out by tyrannie and 3o therearea %rcar forte whiche in

crueliic of the wicked : fuche an
one fhall be his owne Iudge,itis
as much as if he protefted that he
hath no partein the kirgdome of
heaué,that heis not of y Church,
that he is not of the number of y
faithfull, that he is an excommu-
nicate perfon, that he is a cafta-
way , thathe isa childe of the di-
uel, that he hath cut off himfelfe
from the company of the Chrifti-
ans, to be (horte, ke is not wer-

deede haue ben bannithed by ty~
rants and enimies ofthe religion .
Arethey come to the Churche of
God?How do they behaue them-
felues there? It were better that
they had perfecuted the faithfull,
then to haue fuffered reproche or
trouble for the word of God, fee-
ing they come hither to defile &

40 pollute the Churche with their

wicked and diffolute life s it were
better ifthey had beene plunged
S, .

m
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inthe geeateft darkebefle of Pa.
pittric, then to come hither, ‘to
caufe all the world to fpeake euill
of vs.There are,] fay, a great ma-
ny fuch: and- wouldito God ex-
amples were not fo common as
theyate : but we fee shele vi-
thriftes and naughti¢ packes whi-
chelead a wicked life;and defpife
the worde of God, thar giue oc-
cafié to the Infidels co hawe their
mouthes opento blafpheme the
pure dodtrine.And yet come thff
hither? Itis for the word of Ge
Nay it is for theft,for murder,and
other wicked dcalinges. Burallis
wel inough,fo that they haue this
goodly ntle of the word of God:
light heades,¥nthriftes , men for
their deeds worthy to be hanged,
‘Oh eucrie thing is couered with
this cloke:and thusis Gods name
prophaned. And therefore mut
they 3} will make fucha ]Protcﬂa-
tion,take heed they abule not the
benefite God .doeth chem, And
1his is one rule. -
Andyet let notthemto whom
‘the holie Ghoft {pcaketh, bedri-

not be as they are whiche fwarue
ftreight out of the way, whé they
fee any [tumblingblocke.  See
thereis fuche an one that made
profeflion to be a Chriftian, and
he hath done fuch athing,he hath
giuenaneuill example. If we
{hould ftand to that, what cafe
werewein. Andtherefore (as I

10 faide) although there be a greate

fort ofknaues that deferue tobe
caft out,yet muit we not therfore
reicét them whiche are in deede
Gods ffraungers, and are driuen
out of their houfes:Ict vslend thé
ourhandes to helpe them, as we
would be holpen ourfelues, and
lec vsreceiue them, f{eeing thac
G OD of his infinite goodnefle

20 promifeth vsto gatherys alcoge-

ther ac the length into his hea=
ucnly kingdome.

~ Nowelet vs Galldowne before
the face of our good GOD, ac-
knowledging our faultes , and
praying him thac he would giue
vs luche a feeling of the , that we

uen fromwell doing, Truthitis ¥ 30 may defire nothing in all eur mi-

the wickednes ot thele times <6 -
{traineth vs to vfe great wildome
in this cale: if we [hould belecue
themthat fay, Tam come for the
worde of God,what a thing were
it ? Whar a mockerie were it ?
In what cale were we?For we fee
iolly.copanions that come cuery

day hither tobeard vs. Buthow- -

feries, but to flicto him :and that
eur liues may be wholy agreable
tohis will, Andifthere beasyet
faultes and weakeneflein vs, as it
cannot be, butthere is much to
be blamed in vs, that it would
pleafe hirn to beare with vs, vcil
he hauctaken away all the faults
of our flethe , wherevnto weare

foeuer the world go,let vsnotbe 40 at this prefent fubieét. And thus

turned afide from doing well to
them that are worthie,-and et vs

letvsall ﬁly Almightic God our
heauenly father,&ec. :
: The



