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Introduction

   During the 1998-1999 school year, Project Smart Schools sent out a call to every
6-8th grade school teacher: Show Us Your Stuff! The feedback was overwhelming: we
received so many submissions of student and class work that it took almost one year
to sort through it all and compile this catalog. Every “Smart Project” demonstrates
how to integrate the Project Smart Schools computers into the middle school
curriculum. Not all of the software mentioned herein are Project Smart Schools
titles, but the great majority of the projects can be completed using the original
bundled software: ClarisWorks, HyperStudio, and CD-ROM Encyclopedia.

   The projects in this catalog are categorized by subject:
• Language Arts (English, Spanish, etc.);
• Mathematics;
• Social Studies;
• Science;
• Art; and
• Interdisciplinary (Social Studies/Art, Language Arts/Math, etc.).

   A sample of student work is included with each project; some of the student work
was originally created in color, but submitted to us in grayscale format (the
students may have retained the original work). Also, keep in mind that many
HyperStudio (i.e., multimedia) projects were never meant to be printed out on
paper; much of their “bells and whistles” has to be imagined. Also, photographs of
students have been intentionally blurred and student names and classes have been
deleted.

   For information on how to make HyperStudio stacks, ClarisWorks slide shows
and other computer activities, download printable handouts from our web site,
http://www.nycenet.edu/oit. Teachers’ telephone numbers are included with their
projects for those readers desiring additional information.

   If any reader knows of a teacher whose Project Smart Schools classroom activities
deserve to be included in this catalog – and disseminated to teachers across New
York City – please contact us. Our email address is oit@fc1.nycenet.edu.

Best wishes (and practices!)

Mark Gura
Director
Office of Instructional Technology



Smart Projects: A Catalog of Wonderful Things to Do With Kids and Computers

3rd Draft/Office of Instructional Technology 8

Exemplary Projects: Language Arts

TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Academy Newsletter

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Christine Andriani-Gullo
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 20
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 187

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “The Academy publishes a newsletter four to five times
during the school year. The students chose to write about
school events, as well as world events. I divided the class
into five groups, with a different group publishing the
paper each month.
   “To improve on the content of the newsletter, I let
students work on the computer all day some days (except
during math). If you would like to contact me about the
project, you can reach me at (718) 236-3394.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A class newsletter.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces a
report.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing) and the Internet (research,
graphics).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: They are currently in the process of laying out their final

paper of this year.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took five months.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE:  Animal Brochures for Teens

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR:     Agnes Annie Iovine
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT:     CSD 26
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL:       MS 172

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “My class has been involved in a comprehensive
program dealing with life throughout Spanish-speaking
countries. We have been studying local farms as part of
developing an interest in Spanish life. After studying an
animal brochure, the class produced their own animal
brochures in Spanish, including illustrations of all the
animals we studied.
   “Animal Brochures for Teens has valuable information
that can be used by teens interested in Spanish-speaking
countries. We shared our brochures with the entire school.
If you have any questions you can reach me at (718) 831-
4000.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:  The students produced animal brochure for teens.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c for Spanish.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN:   The student reads and comprehends informational

materials to develop understanding and expertise and
produce written or oral work that restated or summarizes
information.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  Encarta (research, graphics), Grolier Multimedia
Encyclopedia (research, graphics), and ClarisWorks (word
processing).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  The students tried to show other students how to have fun

learning a language by incorporating Spanish vocabulary
into the brochures.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  This project took two to four weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Bilingual Newsletter

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Theresa Otto
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 14
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: JHS 50

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “In addition to traditional content instruction in the
Spanish Language, my class produced a newsletter. I
discussed the principal sections of a newspaper and
students came up with names for the sections they
wanted to include. The students chose to include
interviews, surveys and writing that involved critical
thinking. I divided the class into five groups. Each month,
one group used ClarisWorks to publish the newsletter.
   “After each newsletter was distributed, students sought
feedback by asking other students which section of the
news they enjoyed the most and what they could do to add
to students’ enjoyment of the newsletter. To improve on
the content of the newsletter, instruction continued in the
individual groups through brainstorming techniques.
   “Students wrote their articles at home and took surveys
during lunch. They are very proud of the result. If you
would like to contact me about the project, you can reach
me at (718) 387-4184.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A class newsletter.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces a
report.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (desktop publishing) and the Internet
(research).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Each group produced and translated different areas of the

news.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took two weeks per issue.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Biographies

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Letizia Isaia
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 11
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 19

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “After completing a unit on autobiography, I had my
students fill out a slide show worksheet to develop stories
from their own responses.
   “In designing their slide shows, students were told to
develop a well-organized narrative using supportive
details and facts. We reviewed story elements, the writing
process and how to plan a multimedia story. Students
viewed sample slide shows, based on autobiographies
before they created a story of their own. We used
storyboard worksheets to develop a sequential series of
pictures and Kid Pix to draw the pictures. We then placed
them into the Kid Pix slide show component. I instructed
students to use the appropriate tool for checking spelling,
grammar and punctuation. Students used a scanner to
include personal photographs.
   “Students worked in pairs at the computer. While one
pair used the computer, the other group revised their
projects. Students used a turnkey approach to transfer
their skills. Slide shows were saved on individual disks
and transferred to videotape so that they could be shared
with everyone. If you have any questions, please call me
at (718) 324-1924.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Student produced an autobiographical slide show.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E2c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student produces a narrative account (autobiographical).

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing) and Kid Pix Studio
(painting, slide show).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  Having the class fill out autobiography work sheets and

discuss them first was extremely helpful.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes four weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Biography in Spanish

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Mrs. Leshnower
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 27
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: JHS 198

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:      “I wanted my students to share their knowledge of the
Spanish language in a meaningful way. I asked them to
find a biography of Pablo Neruda on the Internet and to
use them as guides for what the students were to write. I
had them work in small groups to discuss the merit of
each biography. When the groups had finished, one
member of each group presented their findings in
Spanish.

    “After the presentation, students were able to create a
short paragraph in Spanish describing themselves. All the
Spanish words and sentences were typed with accent
marks, titles and punctuation marks as necessary. They
imported digital photos of themselves for their
biographies. The class discussed similarities and
differences in their biographies to those they had found on
the Internet. If you have any questions please call me at
(718) 945-3300.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:   The student is producing a biography of himself or herself
in Spanish using biographies found on the Internet as
guides.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E5a for Spanish.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student compares the merits of two or more

biographies of one individual.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing), digital camera (graphics)
and the Internet (research).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  Students were required to use the Internet in planning

how to write their biographies.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project took five 45-minute periods.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE:  Book Reports

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Susan Abramowitz
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 14
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 17

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “I had students read a work of fiction and then create a
multimedia book report. When they were nearly finished
reading the book, I showed them an example of a book
report done in Kid Pix Studio. They discussed how a slide
show book report was similar to and different from
traditional book reports. Students created their own
storyboards as homework and began drawing their slides
the next day. When several students were nearly finished
with their slides, I showed them how to import pictures
into a slide show.
   “When all projects were completed, they were presented
to the class and the students answered questions. Printed
copies were displayed on a bulletin board and then
became part of student portfolios. If you have any
questions you can call me at (718) 387-2929.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:  Class produced a slide-show book report.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E1a.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN:  The student reads at least twenty-five books or book

equivalents each year.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  Kid Pix Studio (painting, slide show).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  Students can also draw and scan art for this project.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes four weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE:  Class News

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Adele Dinstein
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 30
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 122

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “I wanted to inform parents of the events inside the 6th

grade English and art classroom, so the class and I
developed a newsletter. We first explored the features of
Student Writing Center, using the giant screen monitor.
The class learned how to make a masthead and articles
with headlines, bylines and graphics. We then worked in
groups to determine what articles should be included in
the newsletter and developed a first draft.
   “The students worked in groups of four. I assigned them
various tasks, so that while some were working on
computers, others were doing other tasks. We were very
happy with the results and distributed them to our school.
If you have any questions please call me at (718) 721-
6410.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:  Class produced a newsletter.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E2a.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student produces a report that creates an organizing

structure appropriate to purpose, audience and context.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  Student Writing Center (word processing, graphics).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  The students did express a desire to have the newsletter

printed in color.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  5 to 6 periods.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Class Newsletter

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Francesca Pavlovic
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 25
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 29

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “I discussed the principal sections of a newspaper and
students chose to include the following: a teacher’s
column; dates to remember; happy birthday; upcoming
shows; trips taken; a science page; in the news page; a
poetry page; opinions; movie reviews; class projects;
sports; and a software review. If you would like to contact
me about the project, you can reach me at (718) 886-
5111.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A class newsletter.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials,

to develop understanding and expertise, and produces a
report, meeting E1c of the standards.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, layout) and the Internet
(research).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Allow students to explore other student newsletter on the

Internet.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took five months.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Cooperative Short Story

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Janet Brummer
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 30
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 141

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “I introduced this project as a cooperative creative
writing activities following a unit of reading stories of
mystery and suspense. The activities included working as
a class to brainstorm the plot of the story, names and
descriptions of the characters, and how the mystery was
solved. We used webbing and an official recorder was
chosen to record the information. Using this information,
the class worked together to enter the first couple of
paragraphs of the story on the computer. After a large
body of the story was completed, the students selected a
group to illustrate the story. The illustrators drew some of
the pictures using ClarisWorks. They also drew on paper,
which we scanned in later.
   “We plan to post this story on the Internet using the
school’s web site when it’s complete. If you have any
questions please call me at (718) 278-6403.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Class produced a cooperative short story.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E2d.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student produces a narrative account.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, drawing) and scanner
(digital images).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  This project was done with an 8th grade, Title 1 Reading

Class as a cooperative activity.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  This project takes five weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Fables

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Linda J. Smith
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 31
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 49

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “I had students create fables based on the study of
ancient proverbs. They interpreted the proverbs and
related them to real life situations to illustrate their
meaning. Students then created their own fables based on
chosen proverbs as morals. To create a slide show, they
word processed and transferred these fables to story
board worksheets. A sequential series of pictures were
drawn using Kid Pix Studio. These pictures were then
placed in a ClarisWorks slide show.
   “Students printed out the individual panels and made
books out of them. Students gave oral presentations based
on the content that they learned. If you have any
questions you can call me at (718) 727-6040.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The student is producing a fable slide show.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E4b.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student analyzes and subsequently revises work to

clarify it or make it more effective in communicating the
intended message or thought.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  Kid Pix Studio (painting) and ClarisWorks (word
processing, drawing, slide show).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: I grouped students in pairs to create original fables.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: The project took one week.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Foreign Language Journal

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Sharon McCarty
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 31
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 24

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “As students completed their vocabulary and grammar
units in Italian and Spanish, they published their work in
a journal. They revised their compositions using
ClarisWorks and Student Writing Center. They became
the editors of the journal and chose the text styles and
graphics from various libraries. They printed and
distributed the journal to every foreign language student
in the school. If you have any questions, you can reach me
at (718) 356-4200.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A foreign language journal.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E2 for foreign languages.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: (Foreign Language) Student reads and comprehends

informational materials to develop understanding and
expertise and produces written or total work that extend
ideas and makes connections.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing) and Student Writing
Center (word processing).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: This project uses the goals of the City and State

Communicative Curriculum for Foreign Languages.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: Entire school year.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: French Booklets & Stationery

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Michele Lewis
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 30
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 204

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “In addition to traditional content instruction in the
French language, my class produced booklets and
stationery. I discussed the integration of technology into
French instruction and experimented with technology to
make my classroom more active and exciting. I showed
DVDs of French films to help students discover French
culture. I divided the class into five groups to use the
computers.
   “After each project was complete, students sought
feedback by asking other students what they enjoyed the
most and what kind of projects they could do to add to
student’s enjoyment of learning French. Technology
instruction continued in the individual groups as new
projects developed through brainstorming techniques.
Their final outcome was to produce booklets and
stationery in French. If you would like to contact me
about the project you can reach me at (718) 937-1463.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Stationery and booklets in French.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces a
report.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: Claris Works (word processing) and French films on DVD
(digital video disk).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Each group produced and translated different booklets

and stationery.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took one to two weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Genre Development

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR:  Georgeanne Albanese
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT:   CSD 26
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL:     MS 172

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “I use the genre approach to reading and literature to
bring an understanding of patterns used by authors –
common themes and a familiarity of style. I take two
approaches to teaching genre. First, students read four
stories by the same author. After a discussion of their
assignment, the students are given work flow charts and
fill in answers to essay questions about the story,
comparing and contrasting features of the author’s style.
   “The second approach is category. Students read four
science-fiction stories, four mysteries and four letter
stories. They completed work flow charts with answers to
questions I asked (i.e., why the stories had been included
in that category).
   “Students progressed at their own reading rate from one
assignment to the next. They worked on vocabulary, essay
questions involving cause and effect, comparison,
description, themes and sequencing. If you have any
questions please call me at (718) 831-4000.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:  The student is producing a work flow chart, charting
patterns used by authors.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1b.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student reads and comprehends at least four books

about one issue or subject or four books by a single writer,
or four books in one genre, and produces evidence of
reading that makes and supports warranted and
responsible assertions about the text.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  ClarisWorks (spreadsheet).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Students progress at their own reading rate from one

assignment to the next.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  This project takes about a month.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: “Go Buggy over Ants” Activity Sheets

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Beth Segal
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 28
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 220

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “Under the guidance of the Project Smart Schools staff
developer, I produced activity sheets for students to
describe ants from books of fiction and non-fiction.
   “All Project Read teachers involved in this project used
the computer to import files. They opened, edited and
saved their school header. They used this in their
worksheets. They made student files that students could
access to complete the task at the computer. They learned
to use graphics and video files to enhance their activity.
The teachers developed activities that were enhanced by
using the computer, which they used to produce activities
sheets specifically designed for Project Read. If you have
any questions you can reach me at (718) 593-3030.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: “Go Buggy Over Ants” activity sheets

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E5a.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student responds to non-fiction, fiction, poetry and

drama using interpretive, critical and evaluative
processes; that is; the student makes inferences and
draws conclusions about fictional and non-fictional
contexts, events, characters, settings and themes.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: Corel Draw (word processing) and digital camera
(graphics).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Teachers used their own understanding of the curriculum

to develop activities that were enhanced by using the
computer.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE : The same time frame as Project Read.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Newspaper Writing

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Mrs. Baum
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 20
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 187

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:     “In addition to traditional content instruction for the
English language arts, such as structure and subject/verb
agreement, my class produced a newspaper. The students
chose to include interviews, surveys and writing that
involved critical thinking. They enhanced the paper by
using the clip art library to add visual interest to their
articles. If you would like to contact me about the project,
you can reach me at (718) 236-3394.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A class newspaper.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces a
report.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, graphics), World Book
Encyclopedia (research) and the Internet (research).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Students were able to expand their vocabulary through

using the computer thesaurus, making their writing more
interesting.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took two weeks per issue.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Poetry

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Pat Altman
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 6
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 189

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “Students are given lessons in various forms of poetry,
such as Haiku and acrostic poetry. I had them “go down in
the elevator inside themselves and bring up their
memories of different seasons past” and put them into
their poems. I asked them to “trace everywhere your mind
goes while you are inside yourself” and put it into their
writing. For example: 

In an abandoned boat
the clattering
of hailstones.

    “They are also taught how to make origami to use as art
for their book cover and bookmaking skills. They are then
shown how to use Word to create their poems and
additional art. Students put all these skills together to
produce individual books of their own poetry and art. If
you have any questions, you can call me at (212) 927-
8303.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The student is producing a book of poetry.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E1a.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces
written or oral work that extends ideas and makes
connections.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  Microsoft Word (word processing, word art).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Some of the suggested pivotal questions are: How many

months are in a season? What are the months in the
spring season? What are some of the important aspects of
spring? These are designed to keep students focused on
nature.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes a month.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Reflections

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Wendy Cowen
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 11
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 19

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “The students participated in creating a yearbook
slideshow, presenting their photo and feelings about
leaving the school – they also recorded themselves for the
slide show. After completing a writing project and writing
about the things they would miss the most and the lest
about PS 19, students were photographed with the digital
camera. To revise their work, students shared it with
their peers and responded to the feedback. Then they
designed the layout for the HyperStudio stack, inputting
the photo, writing and recorded work. We linked the
stacks in HyperStudio.
   “After writing about such things such as who they
would remember the most, students produced
HyperStudio presentations of their memories (complete
with digital photos) as written and recorded messages. If
you have any questions, you can reach me at (718) 324-
1924.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The students are producing a year book slide show called,
Reflections.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E3c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student prepares and delivers an individual presentation.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: HyperStudio (multimedia, sound), ClarisWorks (word
processing), and a digital camera (photographs).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: This project can be broken up into short blocks of time or

combined into two longer blocks of time.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes eight weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Response to Poetry

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR:  Ellen Friedman
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT:   CSD 11
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 89

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “I wanted my students to share my love of poetry. I
knew that although many students shy away from poetry,
they often form deep connections with poems when they
are receptive to them. It’s usually just a matter of
choosing a poem they can fall in love with, so I let the
students choose and they chose Father to Son. I asked
them to read the poem and relate it to their lives. They
were asked to write their own poem modeled after Father
to Son.
   “Students wrote about a moment in time with their
mothers or fathers, capturing the ordinary and making it
extraordinary. We used ClarisWorks to word process and
create a slide show of our poetry, which enabled me to
show the link between literature and technology. We
worked in cooperative group with four members per group
to create the slideshow. They worked individually to
illustrate their poems for the show. Each group came up
with a response, as well as four individual responses, to
our slide show. If you have any questions please call me at
(718) 653-0835.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:   The student is producing a slide show of poetry.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E3b.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student participates in group meeting in which the

student clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response
when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar
expansions.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, slide show).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: This project was a huge success because they responded to

a poem of their choice.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project took three weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Smart Rhymes

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Rosalie Avin
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 31
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 75

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “In this project students learn that the thesaurus, spell
check, and formatting options help improve the quality of
their written work. The students used computers to create
nursery rhymes and edit them. They discovered how to
change simple words to respond to someone else’s poem
with a poem of their own creation.
   “They used spell check and experimented with other
helpful features, such as font, size, and justification, to fit
their work onto the page in the best possible format. I
discussed the concept of proofreading and correcting to
improve work. The students chose a nursery rhyme that
they wished to use as a base for their own poems. They
then responded to the poem by finding words they felt
could express it better. They used a thesaurus to choose
their own words and cut and paste the nursery rhyme,
making their own poem. They added graphics to decorate
the page. If you have any questions you can reach me at
(718) 356-0130.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Student produced a poem.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E4b.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Students analyze and subsequently revise work to

improve its clarity and effectiveness.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, graphics).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Students were directed to rewrite a nursery rhyme using

computer assisted editing techniques.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: One week.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Spanish Acrostic Poetry

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Agnes Annie Iovine
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 26
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: MS 172

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “After learning vocabulary for the unit on food, students
were asked to write acrostic poetry in Spanish. Students
were given the written assignment for homework and
corrected each other’s work before using the computers to
illustrate their poems. Most students chose to use Print
Shop Deluxe for its wide assortment of graphics. After
they chose a graphic, they typed in their particular poem
vertically and finished the acrostic poem by using words
vertically. They were allowed to work on their project for
as long as necessary.
   “This was a great project because it not only did it
reinforce the vocabulary my class was learning, they were
able to share their new knowledge with the rest of the
school in a form that everyone could understand. The
students presented their poems to the students, who then
translated them. If you have any questions please call me
at (718) 831-4000.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Acrostic poetry in Spanish.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E3c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student prepares and delivers an individual

presentation, in which the student shapes information to
achieve a particular purpose and to appeal to the
interests and background knowledge of the audience
members.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: Print Shop Deluxe (word processing, graphics, layout).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  I find that it is less confusing if you allow students to

finish a project instead of assigning them 10-minute
sessions.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  2-4 weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Spanish Glossary

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Mrs. Leshnower
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 27
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: JHS 198

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:      “I wanted my students to share their knowledge of the
Spanish language in a meaningful way. My class has been
involved in a comprehensive program dealing with
learning vocabulary through thematic units. We have
been studying the entire vocabulary for the home, the
family, cooking, etc. The class produced a computer
glossary, compiling the entire Spanish vocabulary we’ve
learned so far. Each student has had the opportunity to
create their own pages including illustrating the
vocabulary.
   “All the Spanish words and sentences were typed with
accent marks and punctuation marks as necessary. They
imported illustrations for their vocabulary words from the
Internet and encyclopedias. The class discussed
similarities and differences between the English and
Spanish languages. The Spanish glossary has valuable
information that can be used to teach vocabulary now and
in the years to come. If you have any questions please call
me at (718) 945-3300.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT:   The student is producing a computer glossary of Spanish
vocabulary.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E4b for the Spanish language.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student demonstrates control of the usage of words.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, painting) and the Internet
(graphics).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  Students were required to use the Internet and

encyclopedia in planning their illustrations.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project took five 45-minute periods.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Talking Books

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Linda Cooperman
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 11
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: MS/PS 83

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “After completing a unit on autobiography, my students
created an autobiography of our class, I had students
start by writing their own stories and by taking digital
photographs of us in small groups. We used storyboard
worksheets to develop a sequential series of pictures and
Kid Pix to draw the pictures. We then placed them into
the slide show. Individual panels were printed by the
children and made into books.
   “Students used a turnkey approach to transfer their
skills. We reviewed story elements, the writing process
and how to plan a multimedia story as a group. Students
viewed sample slide shows, based on autobiographies
before they created a story of their own. The finished
slideshow was transferred to videotape so that it could be
shared with everyone. If you have any questions, please
call me at (718) 863-1993.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Student produced a “Talking Book” autobiographical slide
show.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E2c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student produces a narrative account (autobiographical).

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: Kid Pix (painting).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Showing the class a slideshow before asking them to

create one was extremely helpful.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes four weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: The Big Wave Storyline (A Cooperative
Learning Project)

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Sonia Savage
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 14
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: JHS 126

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “The class was divided into cooperative learning groups
assigned to study The Big Wave by Pearl S. Buck. We had
six groups. Each group was assigned a topic related to the
book. They used storyboards to develop their topics and
then translated them into a HyperStudio stack.
   “Group 1 was assigned to do the cover, credits, and a list
of characters. Group 2 created a stack around the concept
of setting, time, place, and mood. Group 3 dealt with the
characters. Group 4 developed one of the themes; they
chose “Life is stronger than death.” Group 5 dealt with
conflict. Group 6 worked with resolution.
   “The few students who were trained in HyperStudio
used a turnkey approach to train other children. They
learned how to create multimedia stories, review story
elements and the writing process. The students created a
story together. If you have any questions, you can call me
at (718) 782-2527.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The students used HyperStudio to produce a
slideshow/story based on a theme.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E2b.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN:  The student produces a response to literature that

demonstrates an understanding of the literary work.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: HyperStudio (multimedia).

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE : About two weeks of content instruction and three more
weeks of working on the stacks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Theme Magazines

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Sharon Larkin
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 26
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 178

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:      “I wanted to provide my class with fun-filled activities
that would inspire my students to write, so I took digital
pictures of my students and loaded them into the MGI
Photo Studio program. This was my stimulus for the
project, which encourages the study of magazine themes
to foster creative writing. Students select themes of
interest to them and display their digital photo on the
magazine cover. Some of the magazine titles are Sports
Fascinated, Car Power, Monday Morning, Pet Care, Teen
Times, and Music Notes.
   “The finished product had to include three features
stories (either fiction or non-fiction) and such items as art,
interviews, cartoons, jokes and puzzles. What isn’t
completed in the classroom can be done for homework. If
you have any questions, you can call me at (718) 464-
5763.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The student is producing a magazine with a theme of
their choice.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS:  E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces
written or oral work that extends ideas and makes
connections.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE:  MGI Photo Studio (image editing), ClarisWorks (word
processing), a digital camera (photographs) and Kid Pix
Studio (painting).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: The digital camera is a great motivator!

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes three weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Victorian Newspaper

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Susan Mann
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 25
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: PS 129

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “As part of an interdisciplinary unit, we studied
Victorian England. We discussed the scientific discoveries
of that era, and read two Dickens novels and two
'Sherlock Holmes' mysteries to assess the historical
implications of the British Empire. The students decided
what they wanted to include in their Victorian
newspaper. If you would like to contact me about the
project, you can reach me at (718) 353-3150.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: A Victorian newspaper

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise and produces a
report.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing, layout) and the Internet
(research).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS: Allow students to explore other newspapers of bygone

eras on the Internet.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE:  The project took the entire school year.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Webbed Words

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Barbara Feist
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 31
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 34

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “After completing a unit on Latin and Greek root words,
my students created a glossary of Latin and Greek root
words found in the English language. I had students start
by listing and defining words on the blackboard. Students
used dictionaries. I then asked each student to choose an
element and create a word web or map using the
Inspiration program.
   “Students used a turnkey approach to transfer their
skills. We reviewed choosing elements, the webbing
process and how to plan a multimedia slide show as a
group. Students viewed sample slide shows before they
created their own. The finished slide show was
transferred to videotape so that it could be shared with
everyone. If you have any questions, please call me at
(718) 984-0772.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: Student produced a web or map of root words as a slide
show.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: The student reads and comprehends informational

materials to develop understanding and expertise and
produces written or oral work that restates or
summarizes information.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: Inspiration (webbing).

IIIMMMPPPLLLEEEMMMEEENNNTTTAAATTTIIIOOONNN
TTTIIIPPPSSS:  Showing the class how to use Inspiration before asking

them to create a web was extremely helpful.

TTTIIIMMMEEELLLIIINNNEEE: This project takes four weeks.
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TTTIIITTTLLLEEE: Writing Enrichment

TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR: Susan Schulman
DDDIIISSSTTTRRRIIICCCTTT: CSD 18
SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL: IS 252

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY:    “The basic goal is to give students a variety of writing
assignments so that they develop their writing skills and
are better prepared for high school, college and the future.
The types of writing that students have published are
newsletters, expository works, narrative writing, poetry,
and persuasive writing.
   “My students have learned to gather information about
their topics from many sources, including the Internet.
They enjoy meeting with one another to discuss their
writing assignments. They also enjoy gathering
information by speaking to a variety of community
residents.
   “As a language arts teacher, I believe it is important for
students to be able to express themselves through
writing. The writing assignments are self-motivating and
students want to participate. You can reach me at (718)
342-1144.”

PPPRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTT: The class produced a variety of written assignments.

SSSTTTAAANNNDDDAAARRRDDDSSS: E1c.

CCCUUURRRRRRIIICCCUUULLLUUUMMM
CCCOOONNNNNNEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN: Student reads and comprehends informational materials

to develop understanding and expertise, and produces
written or oral work that extends ideas and makes
connections.

SSSOOOFFFTTTWWWAAARRREEE: ClarisWorks (word processing), Print Artist (desktop
publishing), and StoryBook Weaver (word processing,
graphics).

IMPLEMENTATION
TTTIIIPPPSSS: The following are actual writing assignment topics: “the

day I became invisible;” “describe a room in your house;”
and “complain about anything and everything.”

Timeline: This project takes the entire school year.



Smart Projects: A Catalog of Wonderful Things to Do With Kids and Computers

3rd Draft/Office of Instructional Technology 61


