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TERRORIZED
Hijacked planes crash, collapse World Trade Center;
coordinated attack also hits Pentagon; thousands die

By DAVID CRARY
and JERRY SCHWARTZ

TH E ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — In the most devas-
tating terrorist onslaught ever
waged against the United States,
knife-wielding hijackers crashed
two airliners into the World Trade
Center on Tuesday, toppling its
twin 110-story towers. The deadly
calamity was witnessed on televi-
sions across the world as another
plane slammed into the Pentagon,
and a fourth crashed outside Pitts-
burgh.

“Today, our nation saw evil,”
President Bush said in an address to
the nation Tuesday night. He said
thousands of lives were “suddenly
ended by evil, despicable acts of
terror.”

Said Adm. Robert J. Natter, com-
mander of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet:
“We have been attacked like we
haven’t since Pearl Harbor.”

Establishing the U.S. death toll
could take weeks. The four airliners
alone had 266 people aboard and
there were no known survivors. At
the Pentagon, about 100 people
were believed dead.

In addition, a firefighters union
official said he feared an estimated
200 firefighters had died in rescue
efforts at the trade center — where
50,000 people worked — and
dozens of police officers were
believed missing.

No one took responsibility for
the attacks that rocked the seats of
finance and government. But feder-
al authorities identified Osama bin
Laden, who has been given asylum
by Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers, as
the prime suspect.

Aided by an intercept of commu-
nications between his supporters
and harrowing cell phone calls
from at least one flight attendant
and two passengers aboard the jet-
liners before they crashed, U.S. offi-
cials began assembling a case link-
ing bin Laden to the devastation.

U.S. intelligence intercepted
communications between bin
Laden supporters discussing the
attacks on the World Trade Center
and Pentagon, according to Utah
Sen. Orrin Hatch, the top Republi-
can on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

The people aboard planes who
managed to make cell phone calls
each described similar circum-
stances: They indicated the hijack-
ers were armed with knives, in
some cases stabbing flight atten-
dants. The hijackers then took con-
trol of the planes.

At the World Trade Center, the
dead and the doomed plummeted
from the skyscrapers, among them
a man and woman holding hands.

Shortly after 7 p.m., crews began
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WASHINGTON — A grim-
faced President Bush mourned
the deaths of thousands of Amer-
icans in Tuesday’s atrocities and
vowed to avenge their killings.
“Today, our nation saw evil,” he
said.

In his first prime-time Oval
Office address, Bush said the
United States would retaliate
against “those behind these evil
acts,” and any country that har-
bors them.

Bush spoke from the Oval
Office just hours after bouncing
between Florida and air bases in
Louisiana and Nebraska for secu-

rity reasons. Fighter jets and
decoy helicopters accompanied
his evening flight to Washington
and the White House.

With smoke still pouring out of
rubble in Washington and New
York, he said, “These acts shat-
tered steel, but they cannot dent

the steel of American resolve.”
Bush spoke for less than five

minutes from the desk that Bill
Clinton and John F. Kennedy used
before him.

Beside the door, a TelePromTer
operator fed Bush the words that
he and his speechwriters has-
tened to pen just an hour earlier.

He stumbled a couple of times
even as he strove to maintain a
commanding air.

Aides pushed an American flag
and one with the presidential seal
behind him for the somber occa-
sion.

Bush said the government
offices deserted after the bomb-
ings Tuesday would open today.

He asked the nation to pray for
the families of the victims and
quoted the Book of Psalms, “And I
pray they will be comforted by a
power greater than any of us spo-
ken through the ages in Psalm 23.
Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I
fear no evil for you are with me.”

The United States received no
warning of the attacks on the
Pentagon and New York’s World
Trade Center towers, White
House press secretary Ari Fleisch-
er said.

U.S. officials privately said
they suspected terrorism Osama
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A shell of what was once part of the facade of one of
the twin towers of New York's World Trade Center rises
above the rubble that remains after both towers were

destroyed in a terrorist attack Tuesday. The 110-story
towers collapsed after two hijacked airliners carrying
scores of passengers slammed into the towers.

The Associated Press

President Bush
was shuttled
around the
country
Tuesday under
protection of
the Secret
Service.

Bush: U.S. will retaliate against ‘those behind these evil acts’
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T E R R O R I N A M E R I C A
Closures/Evacuations

Closures and evacuations
nationwide in response to Tues-
day’s terrorist attacks in New
York and Washington:

TRANSPORTATION:
u Federal Aviation Administra-

tion shuts airports nationwide.
u Amtrak temporarily sus-

pends train service along the
northeast corridor between
Boston and Washington, D.C.

u U.S. section of the St.
Lawrence Seaway closed.

u Manhattan subway lines
shut down; limited service later
restored. Bridges and tunnels
leading into Manhattan closed.

u Louisiana’s Offshore Oil
Port handling supertankers in the
Gulf of Mexico suspends opera-
tions.

u Security for Great Lakes
shipping tightened. Coast Guard
inspecting ships at St. Mary’s
River, which links Lakes Huron
and Superior.

BORDERS:
u Tunnel between Detroit and

Windsor, Ontario, closed to car
traffic. Security tightened at all
U.S.-Canada border crossings,
including the Detroit-Windsor Tun-
nel and the Ambassador Bridge.

u Ports of entry along the
U.S.-Mexico border remain open
with officials on high security
alert.

MILITARY/POLICE:
u Space shuttle operations

halted. About 12,000 employees
of Kennedy Space Center in Flori-
da sent home.

u Nonessential personnel
from the Naval Weapons Station
in Goose Creek, S.C., evacuated
and 1,700 workers at the Space
and Naval Warfare Systems Cen-
ter sent home.

u Montana’s Big Sky resort
locked down, highway blocked
and 20 National Guard troops
brought in to secure a meeting of
the emergency management
directors.

u Oklahoma police created a
one-block perimeter around jail
where bombing conspirator Terry
Nichols housed.

MARKETS:
u All U.S. financial markets

close, including New York Stock
Exchange, Nasdaq Stock Market
and Chicago Board of Trade.

BRIDGES AND DAMS:
There was heightened moni-

toring of all bridges and dams:
u Grand Coulee Dam and

powerhouse in central Washing-
ton state locked down, tours can-
celed and visitor center closed.

u Hoover Dam on Nevada-Ari-
zona line closed, including high-
way that crosses it.

u Heightened security at
Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran-
cisco

BUILDINGS CLOSED:
u United Nations building

evacuated.
u General Motors Corp. gives

6,000 employees at Detroit’s
Renaissance Center headquar-
ters the day off.

u Ford Motor Co. closes world
headquarters in Dearborn.

u Michigan’s Internal Rev-
enue Service closes its 18 tax
offices and sends 1,600 employ-
ees home.

u Sears Tower shut down in
Chicago.

u Upper floors of Louisiana’s
34-story Capitol building closed.

u 51-story IDS Center closed
in Minneapolis, as is the Mall of
America in suburban Blooming-
ton and World Trade Center in St.
Paul.

u Various state and federal
buildings closed nationwide.

ELECTIONS/GOVERNMENT:
u New York City’s mayoral pri-

mary election postponed. Syra-
cuse and Buffalo elections also
delayed.

u Southern Governors’ Associ-
ation cancels annual fall meeting.

u Democratic National Com-
mittee canceled meetings sched-
uled to begin on Thursday in
Miami.

SPORTS:
u All major-league baseball

games postponed.

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS:
u All Broadway shows can-

celed.
u In Florida, Walt Disney

World evacuates and closes four
theme parks and shopping and
entertainment complex.

u Philadelphia Liberty Bell
and Independence Hall closed.

u Seattle’s Space Needle
evacuated and closed.

u New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art shut down.

u In California, Knott’s Berry
Farm in Orange County closed.
The Museum of Tolerance and
the 1,700-foot Library Tower in
Los Angeles shut down.

u New Mexico State Fair
closed; horse races canceled.

The Associated Press

Quotes
LEADERS/EXPERTS

“Today we’ve had a national
tragedy.”

— President Bush

“I have a sense it’s a horren-
dous number of lives lost.”

— New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani

“I think any military response
will be major ... We’ve got to
send the signal that we are not
going to tolerate this attack on
our nation.”

— Sen. Charles Grassley,
R-Iowa

“All Americans — Christians,
Muslims and Jews — condemn
this vicious act of cowardice.
This is a time for all Americans
to pull together and support
each other. These acts seek to
divide us — we must not allow
that to happen.”

— Rep. David Bonior,
D-Mich

“This is the second Pearl Har-
bor. I don’t think that I overstate
it,” said Sen.

Chuck Hagel, R-Neb

“There are no words to
describe adequately the enormi-
ty of these attacks on the United
States or the depravity of these
attacks on the United States or
the depravity of those who are
responsible for them.”

— Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz

“The calculated, cold-blood-
ed, cowardly taking of precious
human lives in the name of reli-
gion or nationalism is beyond
blasphemy. It is pure evil.”

— Roman Catholic Bishop
Kenneth Angell of Vermont

“This is perhaps the most
audacious terrorist attack that’s
ever taken place in the world. It
takes a logistics operation from
the terror group involved that is
second to none.”

— Chris Yates,
aviation expert at

Jane’s Transport magazine

“This building would have
stood had a plane or a force
caused by a plane smashed into
it. But steel melts and 24,000
gallons of aviation fluid melted
the steel. Nothing is designed or
will be designed to withstand
that fire.” 

— Hyman Brown,
construction manager for the

World Trade Center

WITNESSES/VICTIMS

“The whole building shook.
There was screaming and pan-
demonium.”

— Terry Yonkers,
an Air Force civilian employee
at work inside the Pentagon

“The reality of it hasn’t hit
me even though the World Trade
Center has fallen and all these
people are possibly dead. I’m
just so lucky, I’m just so lucky.”

— Richard Cruz, 32,
who was on the 92nd floor of

the building when the first
plane crashed

“People were jumping off the
buildings everywhere. They were
just jumping.”

— Serena Mays,
a construction worker on

New York’s Williamsburg Bridge

“Everyone was screaming,
crying, running, cops, people,
firefighters, everyone. It’s like a
war zone.”

— Mike Smith,
a New York fire marshal

“I just saw my two towers fall.
I’m devastated beyond belief. In
many respects this is signifi -
cantly worse than Pearl Harbor,
and we don’t know who the
enemy is.”

— Lewis Eisenberg,
chairman of the Port Authority

of New York and New Jersey,
which operates the
World Trade Center

“It was like nighttime during the
day. There was smoke, there was
debris. This is so devastating, so
frustrating. What can you do? It
was a feeling of helplessness.”

— Ajay Kapoo,
a software engineer who saw

the World Trade explosions
from his office two blocks away

“It was pure panic. People
were in tears, in total shock. It’s
a war. There’s no other way to
think of it.”

— Roy Sweetgall,
who works about 10 blocks
from the World Trade Center

“I took the bus in to work this
morning and it was a beautiful
summer day. I looked at the
Manhattan skyline and thought
there’s no more beautiful place
in the world. And now it’s gone.”

— Andy Thornley,
who saw one of the crashes

The Associated Press

BUSH : ‘lives ... ended by evil’

Death, destruction in Manhattan
By MICHAEL MCKEE

BLOOMBERG NEWS

NEW YORK — I was in a
taxi, heading down Man-
hattan’s West Side High-
way for a conference at
the World Trade Center
when the first airliner flew
over us and crashed into
the North Tower. It was
8:50 a.m.

Traffic came to an
immediate halt. I jumped
from the cab, climbed the
fence and ran three blocks
to the trade center as it
began falling apart. I
interviewed witnesses,
including two financial
industry workers riding
their bikes to work.

“It was like a mirage,’’
said Mark Lewis, a sys-
tems analyst at Citigroup
Inc.’s Salomon Smith Bar-
ney unit. “I looked up and
saw (the plane) melting
into the building.’’

Just then we heard a
tremendous noise, looked
up and saw another large
passenger plane slam into
the South Tower, 50 or 60
stories up. Glass and
debris rained down as we
ran into a nearby building.

Police and emergency
workers were everywhere.
Workers streamed from
nearby buildings and were
directed away from the
area. Many stopped to
stare at the huge towers,
the upper floors engulfed
in flames, while other
people were trying to get
away.

Twisted pieces of metal
and broken glass were
everywhere. Shoes and
clothing, perhaps from
the airplane luggage, lay
scattered in the streets.

And then the screams
started. People trapped on
the upper floors of the
trade center began jump-
ing or falling —80, 90, 100
stories to certain death.
“Oh my God,’’ a police-
man standing next to me
shouted. He grabbed my
arm. “Don’t look. Don’t
look,’’ he said.

We were close enough
to hear the sickening thud
as the bodies hit the
ground.

A tall, thin Hispanic
man grabbed me. He was
shaking in shock and ter-
ror.

An unemployed labor-
er, he was in the plaza
between the two towers
when the first plane hit, he
said, and was scared and
ran out. Then he started to
cry.

Cellular phones weren’t
working because all cir-
cuits were busy. I found a
pay phone and called the
newsroom. I was on hold
to go on television when I
heard a third, huge explo-
sion.

Debris and smoke
headed straight for me
and I joined police and
emergency workers who

had been standing around
and began racing for safety.
The concussion from the
explosion knocked me to
the ground.

I jumped up and began
running again, trying des-
perately to stay ahead of the
huge cloud of debris and
smoke, but the Hudson
River blocked our escape. I
dove behind a police van as
glass and shards of metal
fell.

And then came the
clouds of thick black smoke
mixed with minuscule
pieces of ash — similar to
volcanic ash — that filled
the air.

We couldn’t breathe, we
couldn’t see. Suddenly, we
were frightened by the
sound of jets overhead
again — but this time it was
our military jets.

I put my coat over my
face, gasping for breath. Out
of the gloom I heard some-
one yell “head south.”

Grasping the riverside
railing, dozens of people
staggered, crawled and
walked through the smoke,

with no idea where they
were or where they were
going, other than away.

When the smoke began
to lift, I found I was in Bat-
tery Park and ran into a
group of economists, all
from outside New York City,
from the conference we
were supposed to attend at
the World Trade Center.

I led them up the East
Side Highway, where thou-
sands like us were fleeing
what we could no longer
see. Except for the sounds of
sirens, it was completely
silent.

You couldn’t see any-
thing, looking down the nar-
row streets of the Wall Street
area. The smoke and ash
were so thick the buildings
disappeared into a haze.

The highway looked like
a refugee evacuation. Silent,
in shock, people trudged
north, enveloped in clouds
of smoke.

Someone shouted that
the World Trade Center col-
lapsed.

A woman standing on the
highway handed me a dust

mask.
Another stopped me and

said, “you’re bleeding.” I
hadn’t noticed gashes on my
hand and arm.

She poured water on the
wounds and dried them.

A policeman urged peo-
ple to keep walking. The
Brooklyn Bridge was open
for pedestrians, he said,
suggesting the stream of
tourists and financial dis-
trict workers get out of Man-
hattan.

A news van drove slowly
by with a cameraman I
knew.

He picked me up and
drove north, past the
stunned and silent people,
back to our newsroom in
midtown Manhattan.

I thought of the police-
man who had warned me to
leave the area shortly before
the third explosion when
the World Trade Center col-
lapsed. He insisted I go. I
told him I was a reporter.

Give me a break, I pleaded.
“There are no breaks for

anyone today,” he said. 

A person falls headfirst after jumping from the north tower of the World Trade Center Tuesday.
The Associated Press

Continued from page 1A

bin Laden, protected by
Afghan government, was
behind the tragedies. The
Afghan government has
rejected the accusations.

“We will make no dis-
tinction between the ter-
rorists who committed
these acts and those who
harbor them,” Bush said.

“Today, our fellow citi-
zens, our way of life, our
very freedom, came under
attack in a series of delib-
erate and deadly terrorist
acts.”

“Thousands of lives
were suddenly ended by
evil, despicable acts of ter-
ror,” Bush said.

The Oval Office address
was his third statement on
the tragedy.

He began his day in
Sarasota, Fla., where he
intended to talk about
education. The remarks
were scrapped and Bush
headed to Louisiana.

He made a brief state-
ment from a conference
room at a Louisiana mili-
tary base, assuring Ameri-
cans that he was in regular

contact with his com-
mand post in Washington:
Vice President Dick
Cheney, Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld and
the White House national
security team.

He then boarded Air
Force One at 12:30 p.m.
for a secret destination
that turned out to be
Nebraska’s Offutt Air Force
Base, home to the U.S.
Strategic Command,
which controls the
nation’s nuclear weapons.
Until three years ago, the
Strategic Command also
housed the so-called
doomsday plane that had
been specially equipped
to serve as a flying White
House in the event of
nuclear war.

White House officials
were sensitive to any
appearance that Bush was
not at the helm.

Fleischer said Bush
wanted to be in Washing-
ton, where Cheney led the
crisis operations center at
the White House, but “he
understands that at a time
like this, caution must be
taken” with his location.

Staff prints 8-page
extra edition

BEAUMONT — An extra
edition that The Beaumont
Enterprise published Tues-
day in reaction to the terror-
ists attacks on the United
States marked only the third
time in the past half century
that the newspaper has pub-
lished such a section.

The enormity of the situa-
tion — direct attacks by
hijacked commercial air -
planes on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon —
was a deciding factor in the
eight-page edition.

The edition came off the
presses about 2 p.m. Tues-
day. Only 20,000 copies were
printed for distribution
through newspaper racks
and store sales. The extras,
published without advertis-
ing, sold for the same 50-
cent price as standard daily
editions of the newspaper.

Managers called in
newsroom, production,
mailroom and circulation
staff as well as contract dis-
tributors to write, print and
distribute the edition.

Some staff members,
such as pressmen, had
worked until after 2 a.m.
Tuesday before being called

in to print the special edi-
tion.

The last extra edition of
The Enterprise was an
eight-page section pub-
lished Jan. 28, 1986, follow-
ing the explosion of the
space shuttle Challenger, a
tragedy that claimed the
lives of all seven crewmem-
bers, including school
teacher Christa McAuliffe.

Prior extras have marked
other significant news
events such as the assassina-
tion of President John F.
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963,
and the bombing of Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

“The assassination of an
American president, the
Challenger explosion and
the terrorist attacks of yes-
terday are events that call for
immediate coverage,” said
Aubrey L. Webb, Enterprise
publisher. “They are events
that must be covered in
depth – depth that only
newspapers can do.

“This newspaper has
published only three extras
in more than half a century.
Publishing an extra is an
expense, not a profit oppor-
tunity. We published yester-
day’s extra as a service to our
readers because the news
was overwhelming.”

Beth Bryant Miller
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T E R R O R I N A M E R I C A
Around America

u ALABAMA: Security increased at
military bases including Redstone
Arsenal, site of the Army missile com-
mand and NASA’s Marshall Space
Flight Center.

u CALIFORNIA: Airports closed, as
are other landmarks, including Knott’s
Berry Farm in Orange County, the
Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles
and the city’s 74-story Library Tower,
at 1,700 feet the tallest building west
of the Mississippi River. State on high
alert. State’s Emergency Council con-
vened as Gov. Gray Davis requested
heightened security at all state build-
ings.

u COLORADO: City and state offi-
cials stepped up security around gov-
ernment buildings. City opened an
emergency preparedness office in the
basement of City Hall, where repre-
sentatives of police, fire and health
agencies, public transportation offi-
cials, Denver International Airport and
utilities were gathering.

u FLORIDA: Security heightened
at federal courts. Walt Disney World
evacuated and closed its parks and
shopping and entertainment complex.
Space shuttle operations halted,
12,000 employees of Kennedy Space
Center sent home. Increased surveil-
lance, with helicopter patrols and
extra gate checks in place. Skeleton
crew remains at launch control center.

u GEORGIA: All flights at Harts-
field Atlanta International Airport, the
nation’s busiest, stopped. The CNN
Center, world headquarters of Cable
News Network, closed to the public,
although journalists at CNN and The
Associated Press remained.

u ILLINOIS: Sears Tower shut
down, state government buildings in
Chicago and Springfield closed.
National Guard on state of heightened
alert in Illinois.

u INDIANA: Federal offices on
alert.

u KENTUCKY: Southern Gover-
nors’ Association canceled annual fall
meeting so governors of Arkansas,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, Kentucky and West Virginia
could head back to their states.

u LOUISIANA: Upper floors of the
34-floor Capitol building closed.
Louisiana Offshore Oil Port, which
handles supertankers in the Gulf of
Mexico, suspends operations. State’s
19 oil refineries on alert.

u MARYLAND: Officials tightening
security throughout the state. Security
heightened at Andrews Air Force
Base. Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional Airport taking arrivals not
departing flights.

u MICHIGAN: Tunnel between
Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, closed
to car traffic and security increased
along the Canadian border. Internal
Revenue Service closes 18 Michigan
offices.

u MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport shut down.
Evacuation of the 51-story IDS Center,
the state’s tallest building, located in
downtown Minneapolis. The Mall of
America, in suburban Bloomington,
and World Trade Center in St. Paul
closed.

u NEBRASKA: State employees
responding to requests for blood
donations. Security was heightened at
Offutt Air Force Base near Omaha.
Churches in Norfolk and Fremont
areas holding or planning prayer ser-
vices for victims.

u NEW JERSEY: Airports and river
crossings into New York City closed.
Traffic reported snarled on the New
Jersey Turnpike. At Newark Interna-
tional Airport, officers with shotguns
blocked the road leading to Port
Authority offices and the air traffic
control tower.

u NEW YORK: Security clamped
down across the state. Security
increased at border points. Gov.
George Pataki canceled his New York
City events. NEW YORK CITY: Elec-
tions called off. Airports closed. Trad-
ing on Wall Street suspended. United
Nations building evacuated. Offices
throughout Manhattan closed. Sub-
way lines citywide shut down. Grand
Central Station and Penn Station
closed, commuter trains running only
out of Manhattan to evacuate. Cellu-
lar phone service crippled. Regular
phone service congested. Evacua-
tions from Wall Street to the United
Nations. Lower Manhattan closed to
all but emergency vehicles. Bridges
and tunnels into Manhattan closed.
Rockefeller Center property managers
urge tenants to go home.

u NORTH CAROLINA: Military
bases prepared for possible change
in status. At Raleigh-Durham Interna-
tional Airport, spokeswoman Mirinda
Kossoff said a strategy meeting was
planned with the Federal Aviation
Administration.

u OKLAHOMA: Gov. Frank Keating
ordered all state office buildings
closed. Oklahoma City police created
a one-block perimeter around the jail,
where bombing conspirator Terry
Nichols is housed.

u PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia
International Airport closed. National
Park Service officials meeting to
determine whether the city’s high-pro-
file tourist attractions like the Liberty
Bell and Independence Hall would be
closed.

u TEXAS: Some office buildings
evacuated. Flights out of Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport canceled
and Austin-Bergstrom International
closed. City Hall in El Paso closed.

u VIRGINIA: Navy installations
throughout Hampton Roads, home of
the world’s largest Navy base, placed
under an increased security condition.
The 192nd Virginia Air National Guard
192nd fighter squadron, an attack
unit of fully armed F-16 fighter jets
that will patrol the nation’s East
Coast, were put on alert with orders to
down any unauthorized aircraft.

u WASHINGTON: Airports and mil-
itary bases throughout the state
boosted security. Outgoing flights can-
celed at Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport, but planes allowed to land.
Federal Court House in downtown
Seattle on high alert.

The Associated Press

Continued from page 1A

heading into ground zero of
the attack to search for sur-
vivors and recover bodies.
All that remained of the twin
towers by then was a pile of
rubble and twisted steel that
stood barely two stories
high, leaving a huge gap in
the New York City skyline.

“Freedom itself was
attacked this morning and I
assure you freedom will be
defended,” said Bush, who
was in Florida at the time of
the catastrophe. As a securi-
ty measure, he was shuttled
to a Strategic Air Command
bunker in Nebraska before
leaving for Washington.

“Make no mistake,” he
said. “The United States will
hunt down and pursue those
responsible for these cow-
ardly actions.”

More than nine hours
after the U.S. attacks began,
explosions could be heard
north of the Afghan capital
of Kabul, but American offi-
cials said the United States
was not responsible.

“It isn’t us. I don’t know
who’s doing it,” Pentagon
spokesman Craig Quigley
said.

Officials across the world
condemned the attacks but
in the West Bank city of
Nablus, thousands of Pales-
tinians celebrated, chanting
“God is Great” and handing
out candy. The United States
has become increasingly
unpopular in the Mideast in
the past year of Israeli-Pales-
tinian fighting, with Wash-
ington widely seen as siding
with Israel against the Arab
world.

At the Pentagon, the sym-
bol and command center for
the nation’s military force,
one side of the building col-
lapsed as smoke billowed
over the Potomac River. Rep.
Ike Skelton, briefed by Pen-
tagon officials, said, “There
appear to be about 100 casu-
alties” in the building.

The television images
were extraordinary: a plane
slamming into the second
tower as smoke poured from
the first; the buildings tum-
bling down and vanishing in
a gray cloud; bloodied sur-
vivors stumbling through
the streets of Manhattan,
covered with dust and ashes.

The first airstrike
occurred shortly before 8:45
a.m. EDT. By evening, huge
clouds of smoke still bil-
lowed from the ruins. A
burning, 47-story part of the
World Trade Center complex
— already evacuated — col-
lapsed in flames just before

nightfall.
Emergency Medical Ser -

vice worker Louis Garcia
said initial reports indicated
that bodies were buried
beneath the two feet of soot
on streets around the trade
center.

“A lot of the vehicles are
running over bodies
because they are all over the
place,” he said.

For the first time, the
nation’s aviation system was
completely shut down as
officials considered the
frightening flaws that had
been exposed in security
procedures. Financial mar -
kets were closed, too.

Top leaders of Congress
were led to an undisclosed
location, as were key offi-
cials of the Bush administra-
tion. Guards armed with
automatic weapons
patrolled the White House
grounds and military aircraft
secured the skies above the
capital city.

Evacuations were ordered
at the tallest skyscrapers in
several cities, and high-pro-
file tourist attractions closed
— Walt Disney World, Mount
Rushmore, Seattle’s Space
Needle, the Gateway Arch in
St. Louis.

The Federal Reserve,
seeking to provide assur-
ances that the nation’s bank-
ing system would be pro-
tected, said it would provide
additional money to banks if
needed.

In Afghanistan, where bin
Laden has been given asy-
lum, the nation’s hardline
Taliban rulers rejected sug-
gestions he was responsible.

Bin Laden came to
prominence fighting along-
side the U.S.-backed Afghan
mujahedeen — holy war-
riors — in their war against
Soviet troops in the 1980s.
But former followers say he
turned against the United
States during the 1991 Gulf
War, seething at the deploy-
ment of U.S. troops in Saudi
Arabia during the Gulf War
campaign to oust Iraq from
Kuwait. He has repeatedly
called on Muslims world-
wide to join in a jihad, or
holy war, against the United
States.

Abdel-Bari Atwan, editor
of the Al-Quds al-Arabi
newspaper, said he received
a warning from Islamic fun-
damentalists close to bin
Laden, but had not taken the
threat seriously. “They said it
would be a huge and

unprecedented attack, but
they did not specify,” Atwan
said in a telephone interview
in London.

Eight years ago, the World
Trade Center was a terrorist
target when a truck bomb
killed six people and wound-
ed about 1,000 others. Just
the death toll on the planes
alone surpassed the 168
people killed in the 1995
bombing of the federal
building in Oklahoma City.

This is how Tuesday’s
mayhem unfolded:

At about 8:45 a.m., a
hijacked airliner crashed
into the north tower of the
trade center, the 25-year-
old, glass-and-steel complex
that was once the world’s
tallest.

Clyde Ebanks, an insur-
ance company vice presi-
dent, was at a meeting on
the 103rd floor of the south
tower when his boss said,
“Look at that!” He turned to
see a plane slam into the
other tower.

“I just heard the building
rock,” said Peter Dicerbo, a
bank employee on the 47th
floor. “It knocked me on the
floor. It sounded like a big
roar, then the building start-
ed swaying. That’s what real-

ly scared me.”
The enormity of the dis-

aster was just sinking in
when 18 minutes later, the
south tower also was hit by a
plane.

“All this stuff started
falling and all this smoke
was coming through. People
were screaming, falling, and
jumping out of the win-
dows,” said Jennifer Brick-
house, 34, from Union, N.J.

The chaos was just begin-
ning. Workers stumbled
down scores of flights, their
clothing torn and their lungs
filled with smoke and dust.

John Axisa said he ran
outside and watched people
jump out of the first build-
ing; then there was a second
explosion, and he felt the
heat on the back of his neck.

Donald Burns, 34, was
being evacuated from the
82nd floor when he saw four
people in the stairwell. “I
tried to help them but they
didn’t want anyone to touch
them. The fire had melted
their skin. Their clothes were
tattered,” he said.

Worse was to come. At
9:50, one tower collapsed,
sending debris and dust cas-
cading to the ground. At
10:30, the other tower crum-
bled.

Glass doors shattered,
police and firefighters ush-
ered people into subway sta-
tions and buildings. The air
was black, from the pave-
ment to the sky. The dust
and ash were inches deep
along the streets.

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
said it was believed the after
effects of the plane crashes
eventually brought the
buildings down, not planted
explosive devices.

Hyman Brown, a Univer-
sity of Colorado civil engi-
neering professor and the
construction manager for
the World Trade Center,
speculated that flames
fueled by thousands of gal-
lons of aviation fuel melted
steel supports.

“This building would
have stood had a plane or a
force caused by a plane
smashed into it,” he said.
“But steel melts, and 24,000
gallons of aviation fluid
melted the steel. Nothing is
designed or will be designed
to withstand that fire.”

At mid-afternoon, Giu-
liani said 1,500 “walking
wounded” had been
shipped to Liberty State Park
in New Jersey by ferry and
tugboat, and 750 others
were taken to New York City
hospitals, among them 150
in critical condition.

ATTACK : ‘This is Dec. 7th happening all over again. We have to come together like ’41, go after them.’

United States on alert
American under lock down in wake of airborne terrorist attacks
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Becky Cruz was on a flight from
Indianapolis to Las Vegas when the
plane was diverted to Albuquerque.

“The captain just said there was a
national emergency and we needed
to land at the nearest airport,” Cruz
said. “We don’t know what to do
now.”

When told the reason for the
emergency — that hijacked planes
had crashed into the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon and a grassy
field 80 miles from Pittsburgh —
Cruz burst into tears and walked
away.

The effects of an unimaginable
terrorist spree quickly spread across
the country on Tuesday. Within
hours, America was locked down.

Air traffic was halted. Tourists
were turned away at popular spots,
from Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell to
Disneyland. Air Force bases were on
high alert, from Hawaii to Florida.
The United Nations shut down.

Secret Service agents at the White
House yelled at tourists to get away.
Inside the Capitol, guards ran
through the hallways shouting at
people to leave.

The tunnel between Detroit and
Windsor, Ontario, was closed to cars.
At Newark International Airport,
officers with shotguns blocked the
road to the air traffic control tower.

Operators of hydroelectric dams
across the West closed visitor cen-
ters and limited access.

Louisiana’s Offshore Oil Port sus-

pended tanker operations and the
state’s 19 oil refineries were on alert.

Security was tighter at San Fran-
cisco’s Golden Gate Bridge. And
while the U.S.-Mexico border cross-
ing between San Diego and Tijuana
remained open, federal agents were
on security alert for terrorism.

Nuclear and weapons installa-
tions battened down, including the
Department of Energy’s nuclear
weapons and research complex in
Oak Ridge, Tenn., the Hanford
nuclear reservation in Washington
and the Redstone Arsenal in Alaba-
ma, site of the Army missile com-
mand.

The 192nd Virginia Air National
Guard squadron of F-16 fighter jets

was on alert to shoot down unautho-
rized aircraft.

Federal courthouses and offices
nationwide were closed or put on
stricter security.

Scott Coogler, a supervisor at a
car rental company, was being ques-
tioned for jury service in a Miami
courtroom when a marshal told
prospective jurors to go home.

“The federal building, you just
don’t know,” Coogler said. “I’m on
the 11th floor. Something happens,
I’m toast.”

Precautions were taken at all lev-
els of government.

California, Colorado and Illinois
state government buildings were
under stricter security.

Shon Hines works for a real estate
company in Rockefeller Center in
New York. After employees were sent
home, he prepared to hike the many
miles home from midtown Manhat-
tan to the Bronx.

He wasn’t thinking about the hard
road ahead.

Feeling “very vulnerable, very dis-
tressed,” Hines said he was more
concerned “for the lives that were
lost.”

A sense of vulnerability led Okla-
homa City police to create a one-
block perimeter around the jail
where bombing conspirator Terry
Nichols is housed. Nichols was con-
victed in the 1995 bombing that
destroyed a federal building in Okla-
homa City.

Space shuttle operations halted
and 12,000 employees of Kennedy
Space Center were sent home while
surveillance was stepped up, with
helicopter patrols and extra gate
checks in place.

The precautions also were taken
in less-obvious places.

City Hall in El Paso, Texas, closed
and Denver City Hall opened an
emergency preparedness office in its
basement.

Greensboro College in North Car-
olina canceled classes and closed
offices so staff and students could
follow the news.

“This is history and we want them
to follow it,” spokesman Mike Clark
said. “We can’t expect them to sit in
class and think about differential
equations while this is happening.”
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A jet airliner is lined up on one of the World Trade Center towers in New York.
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