CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE OF CECRA A
PREAVBLE

To perpetuate the principles of free governnent, insure
justice to all, preserve peace, pronote the interest and
happi ness of the citizen and of the famly, and transmt to
posterity the enjoynent of liberty, we the people of Ceorgia,
relying upon the protection and gui dance of Al m ghty God, do
ordain and establish this Constitution.

ARTI CLE |
BILL OF RIGHTS

SECTI ON |I.
RI GHTS OF PERSONS

Paragraph |I. Life, liberty, and property. No person shall be

deprived of life, liberty, or property except by due process of
| aw.
Paragraph Il. Protection to person and property; equal

protection. Protection to person and property is the paranount
duty of governnment and shall be inpartial and conplete. No
person shall be denied the equal protection of the | aws.

Paragraph 11l1. Freedom of conscience. Each person has the
natural and inalienable right to worship God, each according to
the dictates of that person's own conscience; and no human
authority should, in any case, control or interfere with such
ri ght of conscience.

Par agraph 1V. Religious opinions; freedomof religion. No
i nhabitant of this state shall be nolested in person or property
or be prohibited from hol ding any public office or trust on
account of religious opinions; but the right of freedom of
religion shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace
and safety of the state.

Par agraph V. Freedom of speech and of the press guaranteed. No
| aw shall be passed to curtail or restrain the freedom of speech
or of the press. Every person may speak, wite, and publish
sentinments on all subjects but shall be responsible for the
abuse of that |iberty.

Paragraph VI. Libel. In all civil or crimnal actions for
libel, the truth may be given in evidence; and, if it shal
appear to the trier of fact that the matter charged as |i bel ous
is true, the party shall be discharged.

Paragraph VII1. Citizens, protection of. All citizens of the
United States, resident in this state, are hereby decl ared
citizens of this state; and it shall be the duty of the General
Assenbly to enact such laws as will protect themin the full
enj oynent of the rights, privileges, and imunities due to such
citizenshi p.

Paragraph VII1I. Arms, right to keep and bear. The right of the
people to keep and bear arnms shall not be infringed, but the



CGeneral Assenbly shall have power to prescribe the manner in
whi ch arnms may be borne.

Paragraph I X. Right to assenble and petition. The peopl e have
the right to assenble peaceably for their comon good and to
apply by petition or renmonstrance to those vested with the
powers of governnment for redress of grievances.

Paragraph X. Bill of attainder; ex post facto |aws; and
retroactive laws. No bill of attainder, ex post facto |aw,
retroactive law, or laws inpairing the obligation of contract or
maki ng irrevocabl e grant of special privileges or immunities
shal |l be passed.

Paragraph XI. Right to trial by jury; nunber of jurors;
sel ection and conpensation of jurors. (a) The right to trial by
jury shall remain inviolate, except that the court shall render
judgnent without the verdict of a jury in all civil cases where
no i ssuable defense is filed and where a jury is not demanded in
writing by either party. In crimnal cases, the defendant shal
have a public and speedy trial by an inpartial jury; and the
jury shall be the judges of the |law and the facts.

(b) Atrial jury shall consist of 12 persons; but the CGenera
Assenbly may prescribe any nunber, not |ess than six, to
constitute a trial jury in courts of limted jurisdiction and in
superior courts in m sdeneanor cases.

(c) The General Assenbly shall provide by law for the
sel ection and conpensati on of persons to serve as grand jurors
and trial jurors.

Paragraph Xll. Right to the courts. No person shall be
deprived of the right to prosecute or defend, either in person
or by an attorney, that person's own cause in any of the courts
of this state.

Paragraph XII1. Searches, seizures, and warrants. The right of
t he people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
ef fects agai nst unreasonabl e searches and sei zures shall not be
viol ated; and no warrant shall issue except upon probabl e cause
supported by oath or affirmation particularly describing the
pl ace or places to be searched and the persons or things to be
sei zed.

Paragraph XIV. Benefit of counsel; accusation; |ist of
W t nesses; conpul sory process. Every person charged with an
of fense against the laws of this state shall have the privilege
and benefit of counsel; shall be furnished with a copy of the
accusation or indictnment and, on demand, with a list of the
W t nesses on whose testinony such charge is founded; shall have
conpul sory process to obtain the testinony of that person's own
Wi t nesses; and shall be confronted with the witnesses testifying
agai nst such person.

Par agraph XV. Habeas corpus. The wit of habeas corpus shall
not be suspended unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the
public safety may require it.

Par agraph XVI. Self-incrimnation. No person shall be

conpelled to give testinony tending in any manner to be
self-incrimnating.



Paragraph XVIl. Bail; fines; punishment; arrest, abuse of
prisoners. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive
fines inposed, nor cruel and unusual punishnments inflicted; nor
shal | any person be abused in being arrested, while under
arrest, or in prison.

Par agraph XVII1. Jeopardy of life or liberty nore than once
forbi dden. No person shall be put in jeopardy of life or liberty
more than once for the sane of fense except when a new trial has
been granted after conviction or in case of mstrial.

Paragraph Xl X. Treason. Treason against the State of Georgia
shal | consist of insurrection against the state, adhering to the
state's enem es, or giving themaid and confort. No person
shall be convicted of treason except on the testinony of two
W tnesses to the sane overt act or confession in open court.

Par agraph XX. Conviction, effect of. No conviction shall work
corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate.

Par agraph XXl . Bani shnment and whi ppi ng as puni shnment for
crime. Neither bani shnment beyond the limts of the state nor
whi ppi ng shall be allowed as a punishnent for crine.

Par agraph XXII. Involuntary servitude. There shall be no
involuntary servitude within the State of Georgia except as a
puni shnment for crime after |egal conviction thereof or for
contenpt of court.

Paragraph XXII1. Inprisonment for debt. There shall be no
i nprisonment for debt.

Par agraph XXI'V. Costs. No person shall be conpelled to pay
costs in any crimnal case except after conviction on final
trial.

Par agraph XXV. Status of the citizen. The social status of a
citizen shall never be the subject of |egislation.

Par agraph XXVI. Exenptions fromlevy and sale. The Ceneral
Assenbly shall protect by law fromlevy and sale by virtue of
any process under the laws of this state a portion of the
property of each person in an anount of not |ess than $1,600. 00
and shall have authority to define to whom any such additional
exenptions shall be allowed; to specify the anmount of such
exenptions; to provide for the manner of exenpting such property
and for the sale, alienation, and encunbrance thereof; and to
provide for the waiver of said exenptions by the debtor.

Paragraph XXVII1. Spouse's separate property. The separate
property of each spouse shall remain the separate property of
t hat spouse except as otherw se provided by |aw.

Paragraph XXVII11. Enuneration of rights not denial of others.
The enunmeration of rights herein contained as a part of this
Constitution shall not be construed to deny to the people any
i nherent rights which they may have hitherto enjoyed.

SECTION II.
ORI G N AND STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT



Paragraph I. Origin and foundation of governnent. All
governnment, of right, originates with the people, is founded
upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the good of
the whole. Public officers are the trustees and servants of the
people and are at all tinmes anenable to them

Paragraph 11. CObject of governnment. The people of this state
have the inherent right of regulating their internal governnent.
Governnment is instituted for the protection, security, and
benefit of the people; and at all tinmes they have the right to
alter or reformthe same whenever the public good may require
it.

Paragraph 111. Separation of |egislative, judicial, and
executive powers. The legislative, judicial, and executive
powers shall forever remain separate and distinct; and no person
di scharging the duties of one shall at the sanme tinme exercise
the functions of either of the others except as herein provided.

Paragraph 1V. Contenpts. The power of the courts to punish for
contenpt shall be limted by |egislative acts.

Par agraph V. What acts void. Legislative acts in violation of
this Constitution or the Constitution of the United States are
void, and the judiciary shall so declare them

Par agraph VI. Superiority of civil authority. The civil
authority shall be superior to the mlitary.

Par agraph VII. Separation of church and state. No noney shall
ever be taken fromthe public treasury, directly or indirectly,
in aid of any church, sect, cult, or religious denom nation or
of any sectarian institution.

Paragraph VII1. Lotteries and nonprofit bingo ganes. (a)
Except as herein specifically provided in this Paragraph ViIl,
all lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets, and all forns of

pari-nmutuel betting and casino ganbling are hereby prohibited;
and this prohibition shall be enforced by penal | aws.

(b) The General Assenbly nmay by | aw provide that the operation
of a nonprofit bingo gane shall not be a |ottery and shall be
legal in this state. The General Assenbly may by | aw define a
nonprofit bingo game and provide for the regulation of nonprofit
bi ngo ganes.

(c) The General Assenbly may by |aw provide for the operation
and regulation of a lottery or lotteries by or on behalf of the
state and for any matters relating to the purposes or provisions
of this subparagraph. Proceeds derived fromthe lottery or
|otteries operated by or on behalf of the state shall be used to
pay the operating expenses of the |ottery or lotteries,
including all prizes, wthout any appropriation required by |aw,
and for educational progranms and purposes as hereinafter
provi ded. Lottery proceeds shall not be subject to Article VII,
Section |11, Paragraph Il; Article Ill, Section |IX, Paragraph
VI (a); or Article Ill, Section IX, Paragraph |IV(c), except that
the net proceeds after paynent of such operating expenses shal
be subject to Article VII, Section I1Il, Paragraph Il. Net
proceeds after paynent of such operating expenses shall be
separately accounted for and shall be specifically identified by
the Governor in his annual budget presented to the Ceneral



Assenbly as a separate budget category entitled "Lottery
Proceeds” and the Governor shall nmke specific recomendations
as to educational progranms and educational purposes to which
sai d net proceeds shall be appropriated. In the General
Appropriations Act adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly, the General
Assenbly shall appropriate all net proceeds of the lottery or

| otteries by such separate budget category to educati onal
prograns and educational purposes. Such net proceeds shall be
used to support inprovenents and enhancenents for educati onal
progranms and purposes and such net proceeds shall be used to
suppl enment, not supplant, non-lottery educational resources for
educati onal prograns and purposes. The educational programs and
educati onal purposes for which proceeds may be so appropriated
shall include only the follow ng:

(1) Tuition grants, schol arships, or loans to citizens of
this state to enable such citizens to attend coll eges and
universities located within this state, regardl ess of whether
such col |l eges or universities are operated by the board of
regents, or to attend institutions operated under the
authority of the Departnment of Technical and Adult Educati on;

(2) Voluntary pre-kindergarten

(3) One or nore educational shortfall reserves in a total
anount of not | ess than 10 percent of the net proceeds of the
|ottery for the preceding fiscal year;

(4) Costs of providing to teachers at accredited public
institutions who teach |evels K-12, personnel at public
post secondary technical institutes under the authority of the
Department of Technical and Adult Education, and professors
and instructors within the University System of Ceorgia the
necessary training in the use and application of conputers and
advanced el ectronic instructional technology to inplenent
interactive |earning environnents in the classroomand to
access the state-w de distance | earning network; and

(5) Capital outlay projects for educational facilities;

provi ded, however, that no funds shall be appropriated for the
items listed in paragraphs (4) and (5) of this subsection until
all persons eligible for and applying for assistance as provided
in paragraph (1) of this subsection have received such

assi stance, all approved pre-kindergarten progranms provided for
i n paragraph (2) of this subsection have been fully funded, and
t he education shortfall reserve or reserves provided for in
paragraph (3) of this subsection have been fully funded.

(d) On and after January 1, 1995, the holding of raffles by
nonprofit organi zations shall be lawful and shall not be
prohi bited by any | aw enacted prior to January 1, 1994. Laws
enacted on or after January 1, 1994, however, nmmy restrict,
regul ate, or prohibit the operation of such raffles.

Par agraph I X. Sovereign imunity and waiver thereof; clains
agai nst the state and its departnents, agencies, officers, and
enpl oyees. (a) The General Assenmbly may waive the state's
sovereign inmmunity fromsuit by enacting a State Tort Clains
Act, in which the General Assenbly may provide by |aw for
procedures for the making, handling, and disposition of actions
or clains against the state and its departnents, agencies,



of ficers, and enpl oyees, upon such ternms and subject to such
conditions and limtations as the General Assenbly may provide.

(b) The General Assenbly may al so provide by |aw for the
processi ng and di sposition of clainms against the state which do
not exceed such maxi num anount as provi ded therein.

(c) The state's defense of sovereign immunity is hereby waived
as to any action ex contractu for the breach of any witten
contract now existing or hereafter entered into by the state or
its departnments and agenci es.

(d) Except as specifically provided by the General Assenbly in
a State Tort Clainms Act, all officers and enpl oyees of the state
or its departnents and agencies may be subject to suit and may
be liable for injuries and damages caused by the negligent
performance of, or negligent failure to perform their
m ni sterial functions and nay be liable for injuries and danages
if they act with actual malice or with actual intent to cause
injury in the performance of their official functions. Except
as provided in this subparagraph, officers and enpl oyees of the
state or its departnents and agencies shall not be subject to
suit or liability, and no judgnent shall be entered agai nst
them for the performance or nonperformance of their official
functions. The provisions of this subparagraph shall not be
wai ved.

(e) Except as specifically provided in this Paragraph,
sovereign imunity extends to the state and all of its
departnments and agencies. The sovereign imunity of the state
and its departnents and agencies can only be waived by an Act of
the General Assenbly which specifically provides that sovereign
immunity is thereby waived and the extent of such waiver.

(f) No waiver of sovereign immunity under this Paragraph shal
be construed as a waiver of any imunity provided to the state
or its departnents, agencies, officers, or enployees by the
United States Constitution.

SECTION |11
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Paragraph |I. Em nent domain. (a) Except as otherw se provided
in this Paragraph, private property shall not be taken or
damaged for public purposes w thout just and adequate
conpensation being first paid.

(b) When private property is taken or danaged by the state or
the counties or nmunicipalities of the state for public road or
street purposes, or for public transportation purposes, or for
any other public purposes as determ ned by the General Assenbly,
just and adequate conpensation therefor need not be paid until
t he sanme has been finally fixed and determ ned as provi ded by
| aw; but such just and adequate conpensation shall then be paid
in preference to all other obligations except bonded
i ndebt edness.

(c) The General Assenbly may by |law require the condemor to
make prepaynent agai nst adequate conpensation as a condition
precedent to the exercise of the right of em nent domain and
provide for the disbursenent of the sane to the end that the



rights and equities of the property owner, lien holders, and the
state and its subdivisions nmay be protected.

(d) The General Assenbly nay provide by |aw for the paynent by
t he condemmor of reasonabl e expenses, including attorney's fees,
incurred by the condemmee in determ ning just and adequate
conpensati on.

(e) Notw thstandi ng any other provision of the Constitution,
the General Assenbly may provide by law for relocation
assi stance and paynents to persons displaced through the
exerci se of the power of em nent donmain or because of public
projects or prograns; and the powers of taxation may be
exerci sed and public funds expended in furtherance thereof.

Paragraph 1l. Private ways. |In case of necessity, private ways
may be granted upon just and adequate conpensation being first
paid by the applicant.

Paragraph 11l. Tidewater titles confirned. The Act of the
General Assenbly approved Decenmber 16, 1902, which extends the
title of ownership of |ands abutting on tidal water to | ow water
mark, is hereby ratified and confirnmed.



ARTI CLE I I.
VOTI NG AND ELECTI ONS

SECTI ON |I.
METHOD OF VOTI NG RIGHT TO REG STER AND VOTE

Paragraph |I. Method of voting. Elections by the people shall

be by secret ballot and shall be conducted in accordance with
procedures provided by | aw.

Paragraph Il. Right to register and vote. Every person who is
a citizen of the United States and a resident of CGeorgia as
defined by law, who is at |east 18 years of age and not
di senfranchised by this article, and who neets m ni num resi dency
requi renments as provided by |aw shall be entitled to vote at any
el ection by the people. The General Assenbly shall provide by
law for the registration of electors.

Paragraph 111. Exceptions to right to register and vote. (a)
No person who has been convicted of a felony involving noral
turpitude may register, remain registered, or vote except upon
conpletion of the sentence.

(b) No person who has been judicially determ ned to be
mentally inconpetent may register, remain registered, or vote
unl ess the disability has been renpved.

SECTION II.
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Paragraph |. Procedures to be provided by |law. The General
Assenbly shall provide by l[aw for a method of appeal fromthe
decision to allow or refuse to all ow any person to register or
vote and shall provide by |law for a procedure whereby returns of
all elections by the people shall be made to the Secretary of
St at e.

Paragraph Il1. Run-off election. A run-off election shall be a
continuation of the general election and only persons who were
entitled to vote in the general election shall be entitled to
vote therein; and only those votes cast for the persons
designated for the runoff shall be counted in the tabul ati on and
canvass of the votes cast.

Paragraph I1l. Persons not eligible to hold office. No person
who is not a registered voter or who has been convicted of a
felony involving noral turpitude, unless that person's civil
ri ghts have been restored and at | east ten years have el apsed
fromthe date of the conpletion of the sentence w thout a
subsequent conviction of another felony involving noral
turpitude, or who is the holder of public funds illegally shal
be eligible to hold any office or appointnent of honor or trust
in this state. Additional conditions of eligibility to hold
office for persons elected on a wite-in vote and for persons
hol di ng of fices or appointnments of honor or trust other than
el ected offices created by this Constitution nmay be provided by
I aw.

Par agraph 1V. Recall of public officials holding elective
of fice. The General Assenbly is hereby authorized to provide by



general law for the recall of public officials who hold el ective
office. The procedures, grounds, and all other matters relative
to such recall shall be provided for in such | aw.

Par agraph V. Vacancies created by elected officials qualifying
for other office. The office of any state, county, or nunici pal
el ected official shall be declared vacant upon such el ected
official qualifying, in a general primary or general election,
or special primary or special election, for another state,
county, or nunicipal elective office or qualifying for the House
of Representatives or the Senate of the United States if the
termof the office for which such official is qualifying for
begi ns nore than 30 days prior to the expiration of such
official's present termof office. The vacancy created in any
such office shall be filled as provided by this Constitution or
any general or local law. This provision shall not apply to any
el ected official seeking or holding nore than one el ective
of fice when the holding of such offices sinmultaneously is
specifically authorized by |aw.

SECTION [ 11
SUSPENSI ON AND REMOVAL OF PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS

Par agraph I. Procedures for and effect of suspending or
removi ng public officials upon felony indictnent. (a) As used in
this Paragraph, the term"public official"” nmeans the Governor,
t he Li eutenant Governor, the Secretary of State, the Attorney
CGeneral, the State School Superintendent, the Comm ssioner of
| nsurance, the Commi ssioner of Agriculture, the Conm ssioner of
Labor, and any nmenber of the General Assenbly.

(b) Upon indictnment for a felony by a grand jury of this state
or by the United States, which felony indictnent relates to the
performance or activities of the office of any public official,
the Attorney Ceneral or district attorney shall transmt a
certified copy of the indictnment to the Governor or, if the
i ndicted public official is the Governor, to the Lieutenant
Governor who shall, subject to subparagraph (d) of this
Par agr aph, appoint a review comm ssion. |If the indicted public
official is the Governor, the comm ssion shall be conposed of
the Attorney General, the Secretary of State, the State Schoo
Superintendent, the Conmm ssioner of I|Insurance, the Conm ssioner
of Agriculture, and the Comm ssioner of Labor. If the indicted
public official is the Attorney General, the comm ssion shall be
conposed of three other public officials who are not nenbers of
the General Assenbly. |If the indicted public official is not
t he Governor, the Attorney General, or a nenmber of the General
Assenbly, the conmm ssion shall be conposed of the Attorney
General and two other public officials who are not nenbers of
the General Assenbly. |If the indicted public official is a
menber of the General Assenbly, the comm ssion shall be conposed
of the Attorney General and one menber of the Senate and one

menber of the House of Representatives. |f the Attorney Cenera
brings the

i ndi ct nent against the public official, the Attorney GCeneral
shall not serve on the comm ssion. |In place of the Attorney

CGeneral, the Governor shall appoint a retired Suprene Court

Justice or a retired Court of Appeals Judge. The conm ssion
shal | provide for a speedy hearing, including notice of the
nature and cause of the hearing, process for obtaining

wi t nesses, and the assistance of counsel. Unless a |onger



period of tine is granted by the appointing authority, the
comm ssion shall make a witten report within 14 days. |If the
comm ssion determ nes that the indictnent relates to and
adversely affects the adm nistration of the office of the

i ndicted public official and that the rights and interests of
the public are adversely affected thereby, the Governor or, if
the Governor is the indicted public official, the Lieutenant
Governor shall suspend the public official imrediately and

wi t hout further action pending the final disposition of the case
or until the expiration of the officer's termof office,

whi chever occurs first. During the termof office to which such
of ficer was elected and in which the indictnment occurred, if a
noll e prosequi is entered, if the public official is acquitted,
or if after conviction the conviction is |ater overturned as a
result of any direct appeal or application for a wit of
certiorari, the officer shall be imediately reinstated to the
office fromwhich he was suspended. While a public official is
suspended under this Paragraph and until initial conviction by
the trial court, the officer shall continue to receive the
conpensation fromhis office. After initial conviction by the
trial court, the officer shall not be entitled to receive the
conpensation fromhis office. |If the officer is reinstated to
office, he shall be entitled to receive any conpensati on

wi t hhel d under the provisions of this Paragraph.

(c) Unless the Governor is the public officer under
suspension, for the duration of any suspension under this
Par agraph, the Governor shall appoint a replacenent officer

except in the case of a menber of the General Assenbly. |If the
Governor is the public officer under suspension, the provisions
of Article V, Section |, Paragraph V of this Constitution shal

apply as if the Governor were tenporarily disabled. Upon a
final conviction with no appeal or review pending, the office
shal | be decl ared vacant and a successor to that office shall be
chosen as provided in this Constitution or the |aws enacted in
pur suance t hereof.

(d) No comm ssion shall be appointed for a period of 14 days
fromthe day the indictnent is received. This period of tine
may be extended by the Governor. During this period of tine,
the indicted public official my, in witing, authorize the
Governor or, if the Governor is the indicted public official,

t he Li eutenant Governor to suspend himfromoffice. Any such
vol untary suspension shall be subject to the sane conditions for
review, reinstatenent, or declaration of vacancy as are provided
in this Paragraph for a nonvoluntary suspensi on.

(e) After any suspension is inposed under this Paragraph, the
suspended public official may petition the appointing authority
for a review. The Governor or, if the indicted public officia
is the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor may reappoint the
comm ssion to review the suspension. The conm ssion shall make
a witten report within 14 days. |If the comm ssion recomends
that the public official be reinstated, he shall imediately be
reinstated to office.

(f) The report and records of the commi ssion and the fact that
the public official has or has not been suspended shall not be
adm ssible in evidence in any court for any purpose. The report
and record of the comm ssion shall not be open to the public.

(g) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to any
i ndi ct nent handed down prior to January 1, 1985.



(h) 1If a public official who is suspended from office under
the provisions of this Paragraph is not first tried at the next
regul ar or special termfollowi ng the indictnment, the suspension
shall be term nated and the public official shall be reinstated
to office. The public official shall not be reinstated under
this subparagraph if he is not so tried based on a continuance
granted upon a notion made only by the defendant.

Paragraph 11. Suspensi on upon felony conviction. Upon initial
conviction of any public official designated in Paragraph | of
this section for any felony in a trial court of this state or
the United States, regardl ess of whether the officer has been
suspended previously under Paragraph | of this section, such
public official shall be imrediately and without further action
suspended fromoffice. Wile a public official is suspended
fromoffice under this Paragraph, he or she shall not be
entitled to receive the conpensation fromhis or her office.

I f, during the remainder of the elected official's term of
office, the conviction is later overturned as a result of any
direct appeal or application for a wit of certiorari, the
public official shall be immediately reinstated to the office
from which he or she was suspended and shall be entitled to
recei ve any conpensation withheld under the provisions of this
Par agraph. Unless the Governor is the public official under
suspension, for the duration of any suspension under this

Par agraph, the Governor shall appoint a replacenment official
except in the case of a nenber of the General Assenbly. If the
public officer under suspension is a nenber of the Senate or
House of Representatives, then a replacenment nenber for the
duration of the suspension shall be el ected as now or hereafter
provided by law, in a nmanner the sanme as or simlar to the

el ection of a nenber to fill a vacancy in the General Assenbly
but to serve only for the duration of the suspension. |If the
Governor is the public officer under suspension, the provisions
of Article V, Section |, Paragraph V of this Constitution shal
apply as if the Governor were tenporarily disabled. Upon a
final conviction with no appeal or review pending, the office
shal | be decl ared vacant and a successor to that office shall be
chosen as provided in this Constitution or the | aws enacted in
pursuance thereof. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not
apply to any conviction rendered prior to January 1, 1987.



ARTICLE I I1.
LEQ SLATI VE BRANCH

SECTI ON |I.
LEG SLATI VE POVER

Par agraph |I. Power vested in Ceneral Assenbly. The legislative

power of the state shall be vested in a General Assenbly which
shal | consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives.

SECTION | 1.
COVPOSI TI ON OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Paragraph |I. Senate and House of Representatives. (a) The
Senate shall consist of not nore than 56 Senators, each of whom
shall be elected from single-nmenber districts.

(b) The House of Representatives shall consist of not fewer
t han 180 Representatives apporti oned anong representative
districts of the state.

Paragraph 11. Apportionment of General Assenbly. The General
Assenmbly shall apportion the Senate and House districts. Such
districts shall be conposed of contiguous territory. The
apportionnent of the Senate and of the House of Representatives
shall be changed by the General Assenbly as necessary after each
United States decennial census.

Paragraph 11l. Qualifications of menbers of General Assenbly.
(a) At the tinme of their election, the nenbers of the Senate
shall be citizens of the United States, shall be at |east 25
years of age, shall have been citizens of this state for at
| east two years, and shall have been | egal residents of the
territory enbraced within the district fromwhich elected for at
| east one year

(b) At the tinme of their election, the nmenbers of the House of
Representatives shall be citizens of the United States, shall be
at | east 21 years of age, shall have been citizens of this state
for at |least two years, and shall have been | egal residents of
the territory enbraced within the district from which el ected
for at | east one year.

Paragraph 1V. Disqualifications. (a) No person on active duty
with any branch of the armed forces of the United States shal
have a seat in either house unl ess otherw se provided by | aw.

(b) No person holding any civil appointnent or office having
any enol unent annexed thereto under the United States, this
state, or any other state shall have a seat in either house.

(c) No Senator or Representative shall be elected by the
Ceneral Assenbly or appointed by the Governor to any office or
appoi nt ment havi ng any enol unent annexed thereto during the time
for which such person shall have been el ected unless the Senator
or Representative shall first resign the seat to which el ected;
provi ded, however, that, during the termfor which elected, no
Senator or Representative shall be appointed to any civil office
whi ch has been created during such term



Par agraph V. Election and term of nenbers. (a) The nenbers of
the General Assenbly shall be elected by the qualified electors
of their respective districts for a termof two years and shal
serve until the tinme fixed for the convening of the next Genera
Assenbl y.

(b) The nmenbers of the General Assenbly in office on June 30,
1983, shall serve out the remni nder of the terns to which
el ect ed.

(c) The first election for nmenbers of the General Assenbly
under this Constitution shall take place on Tuesday after the
first Monday in Novenber, 1984, and subsequent el ections
bi ennially on that day until the day of election is changed by
I aw.

SECTION |11
OFFI CERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Par agraph I. President and President Pro Tenpore of the
Senate. (a) The presiding officer of the Senate shall be styled
the President of the Senate.

(b) A President Pro Tenpore shall be elected by the Senate
fromanong its nenbers. The President Pro Tenpore shall act as
President in case of the tenporary disability of the President.
In case of the death, resignation, or permanent disability of
the President or in the event of the succession of the President
to the executive power, the President Pro Tenpore shall beconme
President and shall receive the sane conpensation and al | owances
as the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The General
Assenbly shall provide by [aw for the nethod of determ ning
disability as provided in this Paragraph.

Par agraph 1. Speaker and Speaker Pro Tenpore of the House of
Representatives. (a) The presiding officer of the House of
Representatives shall be styled the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves and shall be elected by the House of
Representatives fromanong its nmenbers.

(b) A Speaker Pro Tenpore shall be elected by the House of
Representatives fromanong its nenbers. The Speaker Pro Tenpore
shal | beconme Speaker in case of the death, resignation, or
per manent disability of the Speaker and shall serve until a
Speaker is elected. Such election shall be held as provided in
the rules of the House. The CGeneral Assenbly shall provide by
| aw for the nethod of determining disability as provided in this
Par agr aph.

Paragraph I'll1. Other officers of the two houses. The other

of ficers of the two houses shall be a Secretary of the Senate
and a Clerk of the House of Representatives.

SECTI ON | V.
ORGANI ZATI ON AND PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Paragraph |I. Meeting, time limt, and adjournment. (a) The
Senat e and House of Representatives shall organize each
odd- nunbered year and shall be a different General Assenbly for



each two-year period. The General Assenbly shall nmeet in
regul ar session on the second Monday in January of each year, or
ot herwi se as provided by |aw, and may continue in session for a
period of no |longer than 40 days in the aggregate each year. By
concurrent resolution, the General Assenbly may adjourn any
regul ar session to such later date as it may fix for
reconveni ng. Separate periods of adjournment may be fixed by
one or nore such concurrent resolutions.

(b) Neither house shall adjourn during a regular session for
nore than three days or neet in any place other than the state
capitol wi thout the consent of the other. Following the fifth
day of a special session, either house may adjourn not nore than
twice for a period not to exceed seven days for each such
adj ournment. In the event either house, after the thirtieth day
of any session, adopts a resolution to adjourn for a specified
period of tinme and such resolution and any amendnents thereto
are not adopted by both houses by the end of the |egislative day
on whi ch adjournnment was called for in such resolution, the
Governor may adjourn both houses for a period of tine not to
exceed ten days.

(c) I'f an inpeachnent trial is pending at the end of any
sessi on, the House shall adjourn and the Senate shall remain in
session until such trial is conpleted.

Paragraph 1l. OCath of nembers. Each Senator and
Representative, before taking the seat to which el ected, shal
take the oath or affirmation prescribed by |aw

Paragraph Ill. Quorum A mgjority of the nenbers to which each
house is entitled shall constitute a quorumto transact
busi ness. A smaller nunber may adjourn fromday to day and
conpel the presence of its absent nenbers.

Paragraph 1V. Rules of procedure; enployees; interim
comm ttees. Each house shall determine its rules of procedure
and may provide for its enployees. Interimconmttees may be
created by or pursuant to the authority of the General Assenbly
or of either house.

Par agraph V. Vacanci es. \When a vacancy occurs in the General
Assenbly, it shall be filled as provided by this Constitution
and by law. The seat of a menber of either house shall be
vacant upon the renoval of such nenber's | egal residence from
the district fromwhich el ected.

Paragraph VI. Salaries. The nenbers of the General Assenbly
shal |l receive such salary as shall be provided for by |aw,
provi ded that no increase in salary shall becone effective prior
to the end of the term during which such change is nade.

Paragraph VII. Election and returns; disorderly conduct. Each
house shall be the judge of the election, returns, and
qualifications of its nenbers and shall have power to punish
them for disorderly behavior or m sconduct by censure, fine,

i nprisonment, or expul sion; but no nenber shall be expelled
except by a vote of two-thirds of the nmenbers of the house to
whi ch such nmenber bel ongs.

Paragraph VII1. Contenpts, how puni shed. Each house nay puni sh
by i nprisonment, not extending beyond the session, any person
not a menber who shall be guilty of a contenpt by any disorderly



behavior in its presence or who shall rescue or attempt to
rescue any person arrested by order of either house.

Paragraph I X. Privilege of nenbers. The nenbers of both houses
shall be free fromarrest during sessions of the General
Assenbly, or commttee neetings thereof, and in going thereto or
returning therefrom except for treason, felony, or breach of
t he peace. No nenber shall be liable to answer in any other
pl ace for anything spoken in either house or in any conmttee
meeting of either house.

Par agraph X. Elections by either house. Al elections by
ei ther house of the General Assenbly shall be by recorded vote,
and the vote shall appear on the respective journal of each
house.

Paragraph Xl. Open neetings. The sessions of the General
Assenbly and all standing commttee neetings thereof shall be
open to the public. Either house may by rule provide for
exceptions to this requirenment.

SECTI ON V.
ENACTMENT OF LAWS

Paragraph I. Journals and | aws. Each house shall keep and
publish after its adjournnment a journal of its proceedings. The
original journals shall be the sole, official records of the
proceedi ngs of each house and shall be preserved as provi ded by
| aw. The General Assenbly shall provide for the publication of
the | aws passed at each session.

Paragraph 1l. Bills for revenue. All bills for raising
revenue, or appropriating noney, shall originate in the House of
Represent ati ves.

Paragraph I1l. One subject matter expressed. No bill shal
pass which refers to nore than one subject matter or contains
matter different fromwhat is expressed in the title thereof.

Paragraph 1V. Statutes and sections of Code, how anended. No
| aw or section of the Code shall be anmended or repeal ed by nere
reference to its title or to the nunber of the section of the
Code; but the amending or repealing Act shall distinctly
descri be the | aw or Code section to be anended or repeal ed as
well as the alteration to be made.

Paragraph V. Majority of menbers to pass bill. No bill shall
become | aw unless it shall receive a majority of the votes of
all the nmenbers to which each house is entitled, and such vote
shall so appear on the journal of each house.

Paragraph VI. When roll-call vote taken. In either house, when
ordered by the presiding officer or at the desire of one-fifth
of the nenbers present or a | esser nunber if so provided by the
rul es of either house, a roll-call vote on any question shall be
taken and shall be entered on the journal. The yeas and nays in
each house shall be recorded and entered on the journal upon the

passage or rejection of any bill or resolution appropriating
noney and whenever the Constitution requires a vote of
two-thirds of either or both houses for the passage of a bill or

resol ution.



Paragraph VII. Reading of general bills. The title of every
general bill and of every resolution intended to have the effect
of general law or to amend this Constitution or to propose a new
Constitution shall be read three tines and on three separate
days in each house before such bill or resolution shall be voted
upon; and the third reading of such bill and resolution shall be
intheir entirety when ordered by the presiding officer or by a
maj ority of the menbers voting on such question in either house.

Paragraph VII1. Procedure for considering |ocal |egislation.
The General Assenmbly may provide by |aw for the procedure for
considering local legislation. The title of every |ocal bil
and every resolution intended to have the effect of local |aw
shall be read at |east once before such bill or resolution shal
be voted upon; and no such bill or resolution shall be voted
upon prior to the second day follow ng the day of introduction.

Par agraph I X. Advertisement of notice to introduce |ocal
| egi slation. The General Assenbly shall provide by |aw for the
advertisement of notice of intention to introduce |ocal bills.

Par agraph X. Acts signed. All Acts shall be signed by the
Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves.

Par agraph Xl. Signature of Governor. No provision in this
Constitution for a two-thirds' vote of both houses of the
Ceneral Assenbly shall be construed to waive the necessity for
the signature of the Governor as in any other case, except in
the case of the two-thirds' vote required to override the veto
or to submt proposed constitutional amendments or a proposal
for a new Constitution.

Paragraph Xll. Rejected bills. No bill or resolution intended
to have the effect of |aw which shall have been rejected by
ei ther house shall again be proposed during the sane regul ar or
speci al session under the same or any other title wi thout the
consent of two-thirds of the house by which the sanme was
rejected.

Par agraph XII1. Approval, veto, and override of veto of bills
and resolutions. (a) Al bills and all resolutions which have
been passed by the General Assenbly intended to have the effect
of law shall beconme law if the Governor approves or fails to
veto the same within six days fromthe date any such bill or
resolution is transmtted to the Governor unless the General
Assenbly adjourns sine die or adjourns for nore than 40 days
prior to the expiration of said six days. 1In the case of such
adj ournnent sine die or of such adjournment for nmore than 40
days, the sane shall becone |law if approved or not vetoed by the
Governor within 40 days fromthe date of any such adj ournnent.

(b) During sessions of the General Assenbly or during any
peri od of adjournment of a session of the General Assenbly, no
bill or resolution shall be transmtted to the Governor after
passage except upon request of the Governor or upon order of
two-thirds of the nmenmbership of each house. A local bill which
is required by the Constitution to have a referendum el ection
conducted before it shall becone effective shall be transmtted
i medi ately to the Governor when ordered by the presiding
of ficer of the house wherein the bill shall have originated or
upon order of two-thirds of the nmenbership of such house.



(c) The Governor shall have the duty to transmt any vetoed
bill or resolution, together with the reasons for such veto, to
the presiding officer of the house wherein it originated within
three days fromthe date of veto if the General Assenbly is in

session on the date of transm ssion. |f the General Assenbly
adj ourns sine die or adjourns for nore than 40 days, the
Governor shall transmt any vetoed bill or resolution, together

with the reasons for such veto, to the presiding officer of the
house wherein it originated within 60 days of the date of such
adj our nnent .

(d) During sessions of the General Assenbly, any vetoed bil
or resolution may upon recei pt be i medi ately consi dered by the
house wherein it originated for the purpose of overriding the
veto. |If two-thirds of the menbers to which such house is
entitled vote to override the veto of the Governor, the sane
shall be immediately transmtted to the other house where it
shall be immedi ately considered. Upon the vote to override the
veto by two-thirds of the nenmbers to which such other house is
entitled, such bill or resolution shall becone law. All bills
and resolutions vetoed during the last three days of the session
and not considered for the purpose of overriding the veto and
all bills and resolutions vetoed after the General Assenbly has
adj ourned sine die may be considered at the next session of the
General Assenbly for the purpose of overriding the veto in the
manner herein provided. If either house shall fail to override
t he Governor's veto, neither house shall again consider such
bill or resolution for the purpose of overriding such veto.

(e) The Governor nmy approve any appropriation and veto any
ot her appropriation in the sane bill, and any appropriation
vetoed shall not beconme |aw unless such veto is overridden in
t he manner herein provided.

Par agraph XI'V. Jointly sponsored bills and resolutions. The
Ceneral Assenbly may provide by |law for the joint sponsorship of
bills and resol utions.

SECTI ON VI .
EXERCI SE OF POVERS

Par agraph |I. General powers. The General Assenbly shall have
the power to nmake all laws not inconsistent with this
Constitution, and not repugnant to the Constitution of the
United States, which it shall deem necessary and proper for the
wel fare of the state.

Paragraph 11. Specific powers. (a) Wthout l[imtation of the
powers granted under Paragraph |, the General Assenbly shall
have the power to provide by |aw for

(1) Restrictions upon |and use in order to protect and
preserve the natural resources, environment, and vital areas
of this state.

(2) Amlitia and for the trial by courts-martial and
nonj udi ci al puni shnent of its nenbers, the discipline of whom
when not in federal service, shall be in accordance with | aw
and the directives of the Governor acting as conmander in
chi ef .



(3) The participation by the state and political
subdi vi sions and instrumentalities of the state in federal
programs and the conpliance with laws relating thereto,
including but not limted to the powers, which my be
exercised to the extent and in the manner necessary to effect
such participation and conpliance, to tax, to expend public
noney, to condemm property, and to zone property.

(4) The continuity of state and |ocal governnents in
peri ods of energency resulting fromdi sasters caused by eneny
attack including but not limted to the suspension of al
constitutional |egislative rules during such energency.

(5) The participation by the state with any county,
muni ci pality, nonprofit organi zation, or any comnbination
thereof in the operation of any of the facilities operated by
such agencies for the purpose of encouragi ng and pronoting
tourismin this state.

(6) The control and regul ati on of outdoor adverti sing
devi ces adjacent to federal aid interstate and primary
hi ghways and for the acquisition of property or interest
therein for such purposes and nay exerci se the powers of
taxation and provide for the expenditure of public funds in
connection therew th.

(b) The General Assenbly shall have the power to inplenent the
provi sions of Article I, Section Il11, Paragraph 1(2.); Article
IV, Section VIII, Paragraph Il; Article IV, Section VIII,
Paragraph Il1l; and Article X, Section IIl, Paragraph Xl of the
Constitution of 1976 in force and effect on June 30, 1983; and
all |aws heretofore adopted thereunder and valid at the tine of
their enactnment shall continue in force and effect until
nodi fi ed or repeal ed.

(c) The distribution of tractors, farm equi pnment, heavy
equi pnment, new notor vehicles, and parts therefor in the State
of CGeorgia vitally affects the general econony of the state and
the public interest and public welfare. Notw thstanding the
provi sions of Article I, Section |, Paragraphs I, II, and IIl or
Article 111, Section VI, Paragraph V(c) of this Constitution,
the General Assembly in the exercise of its police power shal
be authorized to regulate tractor, farm equi pnment, heavy
equi pnment, and new notor vehicle manufacturers, distributors,
deal ers, and their representatives doing business in Georgia,
i ncludi ng agreenments anong such parties, in order to prevent
frauds, unfair business practices, unfair nethods of
conpetition, inpositions, and other abuses upon its citizens.
Any | aw enacted by the General Assenbly shall not inpair the
obligation of an existing contract but may apply with respect to
the renewal of such a contract after the effective date of such
| aw.

Paragraph Ill. Powers not to be abridged. The CGeneral Assenbly
shall not abridge its powers under this Constitution. No |aw
enacted by the CGeneral Assenbly shall be construed to limt its
powers.

Paragraph IV. Limtations on special legislation. (a) Laws of
a general nature shall have uniform operation throughout this
state and no | ocal or special |aw shall be enacted in any case
for which provision has been nade by an existing general |aw,
except that the CGeneral Assenbly may by general |aw authorize



| ocal governnents by | ocal ordinance or resolution to exercise
police powers which do not conflict with general |aws.

(b) No population bill, as the General Assenbly shall define
by general l|law, shall be passed. No bill using classification
by popul ati on as a neans of determ ning the applicability of any
bill or law to any political subdivision or group of political
subdi vi si ons nay expressly or inmpliedly anmend, nodify,
supersede, or repeal the general |aw defining a population bill

(c) No special lawrelating to the rights or status of private
persons shall be enact ed.

Paragraph V. Specific limtations. (a) The General Assenbly
shall not have the power to grant incorporation to private
persons but shall provide by general |aw the manner in which
private corporate powers and privileges nmay be granted.

(b) The General Assenbly shall not forgive the forfeiture of
the charter of any corporation existing on August 13, 1945, nor
shall it grant any benefit to or permt any anendnment to the
charter of any corporation except upon the condition that the
acceptance thereof shall operate as a novation of the charter
and that such corporation shall thereafter hold its charter
subject to the provisions of this Constitution.

(c) The General Assenbly shall not have the power to authorize
any contract or agreenent which may have the effect of or which
is intended to have the effect of defeating or |essening
conpetition, or encouraging a nonopoly, which are hereby
decl ared to be unlawful and voi d.

(d) The General Assenbly shall not have the power to regul ate
or fix charges of public utilities owned or operated by any
county or nmunicipality of this state, except as authorized by
this Constitution.

(e) No nunicipal or county authority which is authorized to
construct, inprove, or nmaintain any road or street on behal f of,
pursuant to a contract with, or through the use of taxes or
ot her revenues of a county or nunicipal corporation shall be
created by any local Act or pursuant to any general Act nor
shall any | aw specifically relating to any such authority be
amended unl ess the creation of such authority or the amendnment
of such law is conditioned upon the approval of a mpjority of
the qualified voters of the county or nmunicipal corporation
affected voting in a referendum thereon. This subparagraph
shall not apply to or affect any state authority.

Paragraph VI. Gratuities. (a) Except as otherw se provided in
the Constitution, (1) the General Assenbly shall not have the
power to grant any donation or gratuity or to forgive any debt
or obligation owing to the public, and (2) the General Assenbly
shall not grant or authorize extra conpensation to any public
of ficer, agent, or contractor after the service has been
rendered or the contract entered into.

(b) Al laws heretofore adopted under Article Ill, Section
VIIl, Paragraph XiI of the Constitution of 1976 in force and
effect on June 30, 1983, shall continue in force and effect and
may be amended if such amendnents are consistent with the
authority granted to the General Assenbly by such provisions of
said Constitution.



(c) The General Assenbly may provide by | aw and may expend or
aut horize the expenditure of public funds for a health insurance
pl an or program for persons and the spouses and dependent
children of persons who are retired former enpl oyees of public
school s or public school systens of this state.

(d) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for
indemi fication with respect to licensed enmergency nanagenent
rescue specialists who are or have been killed or permanently
di sabled in the line of duty on or after January 1, 1991, and
publicly enpl oyed enmergency nedi cal technicians who are or have
been killed or permanently disabled in the line of duty on or
after January 1, 1987.

(e)(1) The General Assenbly nmay provide by |law for a program
of indemmification with respect to the death or pernmanent
disability of any | aw enforcenent officer, fireman, prison
guard, or publicly enployed energency nmedi cal technician who
is or at any time in the past was killed or permanently
disabled in the line of duty. Funds shall be appropriated as
necessary for paynent of such indemmification or for the
purchase of insurance for such indemification or both.

(2) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for a program
of conpensation for injuries incurred by |aw enforcenent
officers and firemen in the line of duty. A |aw enforcenent
of fi cer who beconmes physically disabl ed, but not pernmanently
di sabled, as a result of a physical injury incurred in the
line of duty and caused by a willful act of violence and a
fireman who becomes physically disabl ed, but not pernmanently
di sabl ed, as a result of a physical injury incurred in the
line of duty while fighting a fire shall be entitled to
receive nonthly conpensation fromthe state in an anmbunt equa
to any such person's regul ar conpensation for the period of
time that the | aw enforcenment officer or fireman is physically
unable to performthe duties of his or her enpl oynent;
provi ded, however, that such benefits provided in this
subpar agraph shall not be granted for nore than a total of 12
months for injuries resulting froma single incident. A |aw
enforcenment officer or fireman shall be required to submt to
a state agency satisfactory evidence of such disability.
Benefits made avail abl e under this subparagraph shall be
subordi nate to workers' conpensation benefits, disability and
ot her conpensation benefits from an enpl oyer which the | aw
enforcement officer or fireman i s awarded and shall be limted
to the difference between the anmobunt of workers' conpensation
benefits, disability and other conpensation benefits actually
paid and the amount of the | aw enforcenent officer's or
fireman's regul ar conpensation. Any |aw enforcenent officer
or fireman who receives indemification under subparagraph (1)
of this subparagraph (e) shall not be entitled to any
conpensation under this subparagraph.

(f) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by law for
conpensating i nnocent victinms of crinmes which occur on and after
July 1, 1989. The General Assenbly is authorized to define the
types of victins eligible to receive conpensation and to vary
t he amounts of conpensation according to need. The General
Assenbly shall be authorized to allocate certain funds, to
appropriate funds, to provide for a continuing fund, or to
provi de for any conbination thereof for the purpose of
conpensating innocent victins of crinme and for the
adm ni stration of any | aws enacted for such purpose.



(g) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for
indemmification with respect to public school teachers,
adm ni strators, and enpl oyees who are killed or pernmanently
di sabl ed by an act of violence in the line of duty, a nonl apsing
i ndemmi fication fund for such purposes, and dedication of
revenue from special and distinctive notor vehicle |license
pl ates honori ng Georgia educators to such fund.

(g) The General Assenbly may provide by |law for a program of
indemmi fication with respect to the death or permanent
disability of any state hi ghway enpl oyee who is or at any tinme
in the past was killed or permanently disabled in the |ine of
duty. Funds shall be appropriated as necessary for paynment of
such indemification or for the purchase of insurance for such
i ndemmi fication or both.

Paragraph VI1. Regul ation of al coholic beverages. The State of
CGeorgia shall have full and conplete authority to regul ate
al coholic beverages and to regulate, restrict, or prohibit
activities involving al coholic beverages. This regulatory
authority of the state shall include all such regulatory
authority as is permtted to the states under the Twenty-First
Amendnment to the United States Constitution. This regulatory
authority of the state is specifically delegated to the counties
and municipalities of the state for the purpose of regulating,
restricting, or prohibiting the exhibition of nudity, partial
nudity, or depictions of nudity in connection with the sale or
consunpti on of al coholic beverages; and such del egat ed
regul atory authority may be exercised by the adoption and
enf orcenent of regul atory ordi nances by the counties and
muni ci palities of this state. A general |aw exercising such
regul atory authority shall control over conflicting provisions
of any | ocal ordinance but shall not preenpt any |ocal ordinance
provi sions not in direct conflict with general |aw.

SECTI ON VI | .
| MPEACHMENTS

Paragraph |I. Power to inpeach. The House of Representatives
shall have the sole power to vote inpeachnent charges agai nst
any executive or judicial officer of this state or any nenber of
t he General Assenbly.

Paragraph 11. Trial of inmpeachnments. The Senate shall have the
sole power to try inpeachnents. When sitting for that purpose,
the Senators shall be on oath, or affirmation, and shall be
presi ded over by the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court. Should
the Chief Justice be disqualified, then the Presiding Justice
shal | preside. Should the Presiding Justice be disqualified,
then the Senate shall select a Justice of the Supreme Court to
preside. No person shall be convicted w thout concurrence of
two-thirds of the nenbers to which the Senate is entitled.

Paragraph 111. Judgnments in inmpeachnment. In cases of
i npeachnment, judgnents shall not extend further than renoval
fromoffice and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of
honor, trust, or profit within this state or to receive a
pension therefrom but no such judgnment shall relieve any party
fromany crimnal or civil liability.



SECTION VI I 1.
| NSURANCE REGULATI ON

Par agraph 1. Regul ati on of insurance. Provision shall be made
by Iaw for the regulation of insurance.

Paragraph 11. Issuance of licenses. Insurance |icenses shall
be issued by the Comm ssioner of Insurance as required by |aw

SECTI ON | X.
APPROPRI ATI ONS

Paragraph |I. Public noney, how drawn. No noney shall be drawn
fromthe treasury except by appropriation nade by | aw.

Paragraph Il. Preparation, subm ssion, and enactnents of
general appropriations bill. (a) The Governor shall submt to
the General Assenbly within five days after its convening in
regul ar session each year a budget nmessage and a budget report,
acconpanied by a draft of a general appropriations bill, in such
form and manner as may be prescribed by statute, which shall
provide for the appropriation of the funds necessary to operate
all the various departnments and agencies and to neet the current
expenses of the state for the next fiscal year.

(b) The General Assenbly shall annually appropriate those
state and federal funds necessary to operate all the various
departnents and agencies. To the extent that federal funds
received by the state for any program project, activity,
pur pose, or expenditure are changed by federal authority or
exceed the anmpunt or anmpunts appropriated in the general
appropriati ons Act or supplenentary appropriation Act or Acts,
or are not anticipated, such excess, changed or unanti ci pated
federal funds are hereby continually appropriated for the
pur poses authorized and directed by the federal governnment in
maki ng the grant. In those instances where the conditions under
whi ch the federal funds have been nade avail abl e do not provide
ot herwi se, federal funds shall first be used to replace state
funds that were appropriated to supplant federal funds in the
sane state fiscal year. The fiscal year of the state shal
comence on the first day of July of each year and term nate on
the thirtieth of June foll ow ng.

(c) The Ceneral Assenbly shall by general |aw provide for the
regul ati on and managenment of the finance and fi scal
adm ni stration of the state.

Paragraph Il11. General appropriations bill. The general
appropriations bill shall enbrace nothing except appropriations
fixed by previous |laws; the ordinary expenses of the executive,
| egi sl ative, and judicial departnents of the governnent; paynent
of the public debt and interest thereon; and for support of the
public institutions and educational interests of the state. All
ot her appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each
enbraci ng but one subject.

Par agraph 1V. General appropriations Act. (a) Each general
appropriations Act, now of force or hereafter adopted with such
amendnents as are adopted fromtime to tine, shall continue in



force and effect for the next fiscal year after adoption and it
shall then expire, except for the mandatory appropriations
required by this Constitution and those required to neet
contractual obligations authorized by this Constitution and the
conti nued appropriation of federal grants.

(b) The General Assenbly shall not appropriate funds for any
given fiscal year which, in aggregate, exceed a sumequal to the
anount of unappropriated surplus expected to have accrued in the
state treasury at the beginning of the fiscal year together with
an anount not greater than the total treasury receipts from
exi sting revenue sources anticipated to be collected in the
fiscal year, less refunds, as estimated in the budget report and
amendnments thereto. Supplenmentary appropriations, if any, shal
be made in the manner provided in Paragraph V of this section of
the Constitution; but in no event shall a supplenentary
appropriations Act continue in force and effect beyond the
expiration of the general appropriations Act in effect when such
suppl ementary appropriations Act was adopted and approved.

(c) Al appropriated state funds, except for the mandatory
appropriations required by this Constitution, remining
unexpended and not contractually obligated at the expiration of
such general appropriations Act shall | apse.

(d) Funds appropriated to or received by the State Housing
Trust Fund for the Honel ess shall not be subject to the
provisions of Article Ill, Section IX, Paragraph IV(c), relative
to the lapsing of funds, and may be expended for prograns of
purely public charity for the honel ess, including prograns
i nvolving the participation of churches and religious
institutions, notw thstanding the provisions of Article I,
Section Il, Paragraph ViI.

Paragraph V. O her or supplenentary appropriations. In
addition to the appropriations made by the general
appropriations Act and anmendnents thereto, the General Assenbly
may make additional appropriations by Acts, which shall be known
as suppl enentary appropriation Acts, provided no such
suppl enmentary appropriation shall be avail able unless there is
an unappropriated surplus in the state treasury or the revenue
necessary to pay such appropriation shall have been provi ded by
a tax laid for such purpose and collected into the general fund
of the state treasury. Neither house shall pass a supplenentary
appropriation bill until the general appropriations Act shal
have been finally adopted by both houses and approved by the
Gover nor .

Par agraph VI. Appropriations to be for specific suns. (a)
Except as hereinafter provided, the appropriation for each
departnent, officer, bureau, board, conm ssion, agency, or
institution for which appropriation is made shall be for a
specific sum of noney; and no appropriation shall allocate to
any object the proceeds of any particular tax or fund or a part
or percentage thereof.

(b) An anount equal to all noney derived fromnotor fuel taxes
received by the state in each of the imediately preceding
fiscal years, less the amobunt of refunds, rebates, and
coll ection costs authorized by |law, is hereby appropriated for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, of each year follow ng, for
all activities incident to providing and mai ntai ni ng an adequat e
system of public roads and bridges in this state, as authorized



by | aws enacted by the General Assenbly of Georgia, and for
grants to counties by |aw authorizing road construction and

mai nt enance, as provided by |aw authorizing such grants. Said
sumis hereby appropriated for, and shall be available for, the
af oresai d purposes regardl ess of whether the General Assenbly
enacts a general appropriations Act; and said sum need not be
specifically stated in any general appropriations Act passed by
the General Assenbly in order to be avail able for such purposes.
However, this shall not preclude the General Assenbly from
appropriating for such purposes an anount greater than the sum
specified above for such purposes. The expenditure of such
funds shall be subject to all the rules, regulations, and
restrictions inposed on the expenditure of appropriations by
provi sions of the Constitution and |laws of this state, unless
such provisions are in conflict with the provisions of this
par agraph. And provided, however, that the proceeds of the tax
hereby appropriated shall not be subject to budgetary reduction.
In the event of invasion of this state by |and, sea, or air or
in case of a major catastrophe so proclainmed by the Governor,
said funds may be utilized for defense or relief purposes on the
executive order of the Governor.

(c) Atrust fund for use in the rei mbursenment of a portion of
an enpl oyer's workers' conpensati on expenses resulting to an
enpl oyee fromthe combination of a previous disability with
subsequent injury incurred in enploynment may be provided for by
law. As authorized by |aw, revenues raised for purposes of the
fund may be paid into and disbursed fromthe trust w thout being
subject to the Iimtations of subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph
or of Article VII, Section Il1, Paragraph II.

(d) As provided by law, additional penalties nmay be assessed
in any case in which any court in this state inposes a fine or
orders the forfeiture of any bond in the nature of the penalty
for all offenses against the crimnal and traffic laws of this
state or of the political subdivisions of this state. The
proceeds derived fromsuch additional penalty assessnents may be
al l ocated for the specific purpose of neeting any and all costs,
or any portion of the cost, of providing training to | aw
enforcement officers and to prosecuting officials.

(e) The General Assenbly may by general | aw approved by a
three-fifths' vote of both houses designate any part or all of
the proceeds of any state tax now or hereafter |evied and
col l ected on al coholic beverages to be used for prevention,
education, and treatnent relating to al cohol and drug abuse.

(f) The CGeneral Assenbly is authorized to provide by |aw for
the creation of a State Children's Trust Fund from which funds
shal | be disbursed for child abuse and negl ect prevention
programs. The CGeneral Assenbly is authorized to appropriate
nmoneys to such fund and such noneys paid into the fund shall not
be subject to the provisions of Article Ill, Section IX,

Par agraph 1V(c), relative to the | apsing of funds.

(g) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by |aw for
the creation of a Seed-Capital Fund from which funds shall be
di sbursed at the direction of the Advanced Technol ogy
Devel opment Center of the University System of Georgia to
provide equity and other capital to small, young,
entrepreneurial firns engaged in innovative work in the areas of
t echnol ogy, manufacturing, or agriculture. Funds shall be
di sbursed in the formof |oans or investnents which shal



provi de for repaynent, rents, dividends, royalties, or other
forms of return on investnents as provided by |aw. Moneys
received fromreturns on | oans or investnents shall be deposited
in the Seed-Capital Fund for further disbursenent. The General
Assenbly is authorized to appropriate noneys to such fund and
such noneys paid into the fund shall not be subject to the
provisions of Article Il1l, Section I X, Paragraph IV(c) relative
to the lapsing of funds. The General Assenbly shall be

aut horized to provide by law for any matters relating to the
pur pose or provisions of this subparagraph.

(h) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by general
| aw for additional penalties or fees in any case in any court in
this state in which a person is adjudged guilty of an offense
against the crimnal or traffic laws of this state or an
ordi nance of a political subdivision of this state. The Ceneral
Assenbly is authorized to provide by general |law for the
al l ocati on of such additional penalties or fees for the
construction, operation, and staffing of jails, correctional
institutions, and detention facilities by counties.

(i) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by general
| aw for the creation of an Indigent Care Trust Fund. Any
hospital, hospital authority, county, or nunicipality is
authorized to contribute or transfer noneys to the fund and any
ot her person or entity specified by the General Assenbly nmay
al so contribute to the fund. The General Assenbly may provide
by general law for the dedication and deposit of revenues raised
fromspecified sources for the purposes of the fund into the
fund. Moneys in the fund shall be exclusively used for primary
health care prograns for nmedically indigent citizens and
children of this state, for expansion of Medicaid eligibility
and services, or for programs to support rural and other health
care providers, primarily hospitals, who disproportionately
serve the nmedically indigent. Any other appropriation fromthe
| ndi gent Care Trust Fund shall be void. Contributions and
revenues deposited to the fund shall not | apse and shall not be
subject to the limtations of subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph
or of Article VII, Section IIl, Paragraph Il. Contributions in
the fund which are not appropriated as required by this
subpar agraph shall be refunded pro rata to the contributors
t hereof, as provided by the General Assenbly.

(j) The CGeneral Assenbly is authorized to provide by general
| aw for the creation of an energing crops fund fromwhich to pay
interest on |loans made to farmers to enable such farmers to
produce certain crops on Georgia farnms and thereby pronote
econom c¢ devel opnment. The CGeneral Assenbly is authorized to
appropriate noneys to such fund and noneys so appropriated shall
not be subject to the provisions of Article Ill, Section IX,
Paragraph 1V(c), relative to the | apsing of appropriated funds.
Interest on | oans made to farners shall be paid from such fund
pursuant to such terms, conditions, and requirenments as the
Ceneral Assenbly shall provide by general |aw. The Gener al
Assenbly may provide by general |aw for the adm nistration of
such fund by such state agency or public authority as the
CGeneral Assenbly shall determ ne

(k) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by general
| aw for additional penalties or fees in any case in any court in
this state in which a person is adjudged guilty of an offense
i nvol ving driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The
General Assenbly is authorized to provide by general law for the



al l ocation of such additional penalties or fees to the Brain and
Spinal Injury Trust Fund, as provided by law, for the specified
pur pose of neeting any and all costs, or any portion of the
costs, of providing care and rehabilitative services to citizens
of the state who have survived neurotrauma with head or spina
cord injuries. Moneys appropriated for such purposes shall not
| apse. The General Assenbly may provide by general |aw for the
adm ni stration of such fund by such authority as the General
Assenmbly shall determ ne

(k) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by general
law for the creation of a roadsi de enhancenent and
beautification fund from which funds shall be disbursed for
enhancenment and beautification of public rights of way; for
all ocati on and dedi cation of revenue fromtree and other
vegetation trinm ng or renoval permt fees, other related
assessnents, and special and distinctive w | dfl ower notor
vehicle license plate fees to such fund; that noneys paid into
the fund shall not | apse, the provisions of Article Ill, Section
| X, Paragraph 1V(c) notw thstandi ng; and for any matters
relating to the purpose or provisions of this subparagraph. An
Act creating such fund and maki ng such provisions effective
January 1, 1999, or later may originate or have originated in
t he Senate or the House of Representatives.

Par agraph VII. Appropriations void, when. Any appropriation
made in conflict with any of the foregoing provisions shall be
voi d.

SECTI ON X
RETI REMENT SYSTEMS

Par agraph |I. Expenditure of public funds authorized. Public
funds may be expended for the purpose of paying benefits and
ot her costs of retirement and pension systenms for public
of ficers and enpl oyees and their beneficiaries.

Paragraph Il. Increasing benefits authorized. Public funds may
be expended for the purpose of increasing benefits being paid
pursuant to any retirenent or pension systemwholly or partially
supported from public funds.

Paragraph 11l. Retirement systens covering enpl oyees of county
boards of education. Notw thstanding Article I X, Section II,
Paragraph Il11(a)(14), the authority to establish or nodify

heretofore existing |ocal retirenent systems covering enpl oyees
of county boards of education shall continue to be vested in the
CGeneral Assenbly.

Paragraph IV. Firenmen's Pension System The powers of taxation
may be exercised by the state through the General Assenbly and
the counties and nmunicipalities for the purpose of paying
pensi ons and ot her benefits and costs under a firemen's pension
system or systens. The taxes so |levied nay be collected by such
firemen's pension system or systenms and di sbursed therefrom by
authority of the General Assenbly for the purposes therein
aut hori zed.

Par agraph V. Fundi ng standards. It shall be the duty of the
General Assenbly to enact |egislation to define funding
standards which will assure the actuarial soundness of any



retirement or pension system supported wholly or partially from
public funds and to control |egislative procedures so that no
bill or resolution creating or amending any such retirenent or
pensi on system shall be passed by the General Assenbly w thout
concurrent provisions for funding in accordance with the defined
fundi ng standards.

Paragraph V-A. Limtation on involuntary separation benefits
for Governor of the State of Georgia. Any other provisions of
this Constitution to the contrary notw thstandi ng, no past,
present, or future Governor of the State of Georgia who ceases
or ceased to hold office as Governor for any reason, except for
medi cal disability, shall receive a retirenment benefit based on
i nvoluntary separation from enploynment as a result of ceasing to
hold office as Governor. The provisions of any law in conflict
with this Paragraph are null and void effective January 1, 1985.

Par agraph VI. Involuntary separation; part-tinme service. (a)
Any public retirement or pension system provided for by lawin
exi stence prior to January 1, 1985, may be changed by the
CGeneral Assenbly for any one or nore of the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) To redefine involuntary separation from enploynent; or

(2) To provide additional or revise existing limtations or
restrictions on the right to qualify for a retirement benefit
based on involuntary separation from enpl oynment.

(b) The General Assenbly by |aw may define or redefine
part-tinme service, including but not limted to service as a
menber of the General Assenbly, for the purposes of any public
retirement or pension system presently existing or created in
the future and may |imt or restrict the use of such part-tine
service as creditable service under any such retirenent or
pensi on system

(c) Any |l aw enacted by the General Assenbly pursuant to
subparagraph (a) or (b) of this Paragraph may affect persons who
are menbers of public retirenent or pension systens on January
1, 1985, and who becane nenbers at any tinme prior to that date.

(d) Any | aw enacted by the General Assenbly pursuant to
subparagraph (a) or (b) of this Paragraph shall not be subject
to any law controlling | egislative procedures for the
consideration of retirenment or pension bills, including, but not
limted to, any limtations on the sessions of the General
Assenbly at which retirenment or pension bills may be introduced.

(e) No public retirenent or pension systemcreated on or after
January 1, 1985, shall grant any person whose retirenent is
based on involuntary separation fromenploynent a retirenent or
pensi on benefit nmore favorable than the retirement or pension
benefit granted to a person whose separation fromenploynent is
vol untary.



ARTI CLE | V.
CONSTI TUTI ONAL BOARDS AND COWMM SSI ONS

SECTI ON I.
PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

Paragraph |I. Public Service Comm ssion. (a) There shall be a
Public Service Comm ssion for the regulation of utilities which
shall consist of five nmenbers who shall be elected by the
peopl e. The Comm ssioners in office on June 30, 1983, shal
serve until Decenber 31 after the general election at which the
successor of each nenber is elected. Thereafter, all succeeding
terns of nembers shall be for six years. Menbers shall serve
until their successors are elected and qualified. A chairnman
shal | be selected by the nenbers of the comm ssion fromits
menmber shi p.

(b) The comm ssion shall be vested with such jurisdiction,
powers, and duties as provided by | aw.

(c) The filling of vacancies and manner and tinme of election
of menbers of the comm ssion shall be as provided by |aw

SECTION II.
STATE BOARD OF PARDONS AND PAROLES

Paragraph |. State Board of Pardons and Parol es. There shall
be a State Board of Pardons and Parol es which shall consist of
five menbers appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation
by the Senate. The nenbers of the board in office on June 30,
1983, shall serve out the remainder of their respective terns,
provi ded that the expiration date of the term of any such nenber
shal | be Decenber 31 of the year in which the nenber's term
expires. As each termof office expires, the Governor shal
appoi nt a successor as herein provided. All such terns of
menbers shall be for seven years. A chairman shall be sel ected
by the nenbers of the board fromits menbership.

Paragraph 1. Powers and authority. (a) Except as otherw se
provided in this Paragraph, the State Board of Pardons and
Parol es shall be vested with the power of executive clenency,
including the powers to grant reprieves, pardons, and paroles;
to conmute penalties; to renove disabilities inposed by |aw, and
to remt any part of a sentence for any offense against the
state after conviction.

(b) (1) When a sentence of death is commuted to life

i nprisonment, the board shall not have the authority to grant
a pardon to the convicted person until such person has served
at least 25 years in the penitentiary; and such person shall
not becone eligible for parole at any tine prior to serving at
| east 25 years in the penitentiary.

(2) The General Assenbly may by general | aw approved by
two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each branch of the
General Assenbly in a roll-call vote provide for m ninmm
mandat ory sentences and for sentences which are required to be
served in their entirety for persons convicted of arnmed
robbery, kidnapping, rape, aggravated child nol estation,
aggravat ed sodony, or aggravated sexual battery and, when so



provi ded by such Act, the board shall not have the authority
to consider such persons for pardon, parole, or comutation
during that portion of the sentence.

(3) The General Assenbly may by general |aw approved by
two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each branch of the
General Assenmbly in a roll-call vote provide for the
i nposition of sentences of life without parole for persons
convi cted of nurder and for persons who having been previously
convicted of nurder, armed robbery, kidnapping, rape,
aggravated child nol estation, aggravated sodony, or aggravated
sexual battery or having been previously convicted under the
| aws of any other state or of the United States of a crine
which if commtted in this state would be one of those
of fenses and who after such previous conviction subsequently
commts and is convicted of one of those offenses and, when so
provi ded by such Act, the board shall not have the authority
to consider such persons for pardon, parole, or comrutation
fromany portion of such sentence.

(4) Any general |aw previously enacted by the General
Assenbly providing for life without parole or for mandatory
service of sentences w thout suspension, probation, or parole
is hereby ratified and approved but such provisions shall be
subj ect to anmendnent or repeal by general |aw

(c) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subparagraph (b) of this
Par agraph, the General Assenbly, by law, may prohibit the board
fromgranting and may prescribe the terns and conditions for the
board's granting a pardon or parole to:

(1) Any person incarcerated for a second or subsequent tine
for any offense for which such person could have been
sentenced to |ife inprisonnment; and

(2) Any person who has received consecutive |life sentences
as the result of offenses occurring during the sane series of
acts.

(d) The chairman of the board, or any other nmenber designated
by the board, may suspend the execution of a sentence of death
until the full board shall have an opportunity to hear the
application of the convicted person for any relief within the
power of the board.

(e) Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this Paragraph,
the State Board of Pardons and Parol es shall have the authority
to pardon any person convicted of a crinme who is subsequently
determ ned to be innocent of said crine or to issue a nedica
reprieve to an entirely incapacitated person suffering a
progressively debilitating termnal illness or parole any person
who is age 62 or ol der

SECTION |11
STATE PERSONNEL BOARD

Paragraph |I. State Personnel Board. (a) There shall be a State
Per sonnel Board which shall consist of five nenbers appointed by
t he Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. The
menbers of the board in office on June 30, 1983, shall serve out
the remai nder of their respective terns. As each term of office



expi res, the Governor shall appoint a successor as herein
provided. All such terms of nenbers shall be for five years.
Members shall serve until their successors are appointed and
qualified. A nmenber

of the State Personnel Board nmay not be enployed in any other
capacity in state governnent. A chairman shall be sel ected by
the menbers of the board fromits nmenbership.

(b) The board shall provide policy direction for a State Merit
System of Personnel Adm nistration and may be vested with such
addi ti onal powers and duties as provided by law. State
personnel shall be selected on the basis of nmerit as provi ded by
I aw.

Paragraph 1l. Veterans preference. Any veteran who has served
as a nenber of the arned forces of the United States during the
period of a war or armed conflict in which any branch of the
armed forces of the United States engaged, whether under United
St ates command or ot herw se, and was honorably di scharged
therefrom shall be given such veterans preference in any civil
service program established in state governnment as may be
provided by |aw. Any such | aw nust provide at |east ten points
to a veteran having at |least a 10 percent service connected
disability as rated and certified by the Veterans
Adm nistration, and all other such veterans shall be entitled to
at least five points.

SECTI ON | V.
STATE TRANSPORTATI ON BOARD

Paragraph |I. State Transportation Board; comm ssioner. (a)
There shall be a State Transportati on Board conposed of as many
nmenbers as there are congressional districts in the state. The
menber of the board from each congressional district shall be
el ected by a majority vote of the nmenbers of the House of
Representati ves and Senate whose respective districts are
enbraced or partly enbraced within such congressional district
meeting in caucus. The nenbers of the board in office on June
30, 1983, shall serve out the remainder of their respective
terms. The CGeneral Assenbly shall provide by |aw the procedure
for the election of menbers and for filling vacancies on the
board. Menbers shall serve for terns of five years and unti
their successors are elected and qualified.

(b) The State Transportation Board shall select a conmm ssioner
of transportation, who shall be the chief executive officer of
t he Departnment of Transportation and who shall have such powers
and duties as provided by |aw.

SECTI ON V.
VETERANS SERVI CE BOARD

Paragraph |I. Veterans Service Board; comm ssioner. (a) There
shall be a State Departnent of Veterans Service and Veterans
Servi ce Board which shall consist of seven nmenbers appoi nted by
t he Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. The
menmbers in office on June 30, 1983, shall serve out the
remai nder of their respective terms. As each termof office
expi res, the Governor shall appoint a successor as herein



provided. All such terns of nenmbers shall be for seven years.
Menmbers shall serve until their successors are appointed and
qual i fi ed.

(b) The board shall appoint a comm ssioner who shall be the
executive officer of the departnment. AlIl nmenbers of the board
and the comm ssioner shall be veterans of sone war or armed
conflict in which the United States has engaged. The board
shall have such control, duties, powers, and jurisdiction of the
St ate Departnment of Veterans Service as shall be provided by
| aw.

SECTI ON VI .
BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Par agraph I. Board of Natural Resources. (a) There shall be a
Board of Natural Resources which shall consist of one nmenber
from each congressional district in the state and five menbers
fromthe state at |arge, one of whom nust be from one of the
foll owi ng named counties: Chatham Bryan, Liberty, Ml ntosh,
d ynn, or Canden. All nenbers shall be appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. The nenbers of
the board in office on June 30, 1983, shall serve out the
remai nder of their respective ternms. As each term of office
expi res, the Governor shall appoint a successor as herein
provided. All such terns of nmenbers shall be for seven years.
Members shall serve until their successors are appointed and
qualified. Insofar as it is practicable, the nenmbers of the
board shall be representative of all areas and functions
enconpassed within the Departnent of Natural Resources.

(b) The board shall have such powers and duties as provi ded by
I aw.

SECTI ON VI | .
QUALI FI CATI ONS, COVPENSATI ON, REMOVAL FROM OFFI CE, AND
POVNERS AND DUTI ES OF MEMBERS OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL
BOARDS AND COWM SS|I ONS

Paragraph |I. Qualifications, conpensation, and renoval from
of fice. The qualifications, conpensation, and renoval from
of fice of menbers of constitutional boards and comm ssions
provided for in this article shall be as provided by | aw.

Paragraph Il. Powers and duties. The powers and duties of
menbers of constitutional boards and commi ssions provided for in
this article, except the Board of Pardons and Parol es, shall be
as provided by | aw.



ARTI CLE V.
EXECUTI VE BRANCH

SECTI ON |I.
ELECTI ON OF GOVERNOR AND LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR

Paragraph |. Governor: termof office; conpensation and
al |l owmances. There shall be a Governor who shall hold office for
a termof four years and until a successor shall be chosen and

qualified. Persons holding the office of Governor may succeed
t hensel ves for one four-year termof office. Persons who have
held the office of Governor and have succeeded thensel ves as
her ei nbef ore provided shall not again be eligible to be elected
to that office until after the expiration of four years fromthe
conclusion of their termas Governor. The conpensation and

al | owmances of the Governor shall be as provided by | aw.

Paragraph 11. Election for Governor. An election for Governor
shall be held on Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber of
1986, and the Governor-elect shall be installed in office at the
next session of the General Assenbly. An election for Governor
shal |l take place quadrennially thereafter on said date unl ess
anot her date be fixed by the General Assenbly. Said election
shall be held at the places of holding general elections in the
several counties of this state, in the manner prescribed for the
el ection of menbers of the General Assenbly, and the electors
shal | be the sane.

Paragraph 111. Lieutenant Governor. There shall be a

Li eut enant Governor, who shall be elected at the sanme tinme, for
the same term and in the sanme manner as the Governor. The

Li eut enant Governor shall be the President of the Senate and
shal | have such executive duties as prescribed by the Governor
and as may be prescribed by | aw not inconsistent with the powers
of the Governor or other provisions of this Constitution. The
conpensation and al |l owances of the Lieutenant Governor shall be
as provided by | aw.

Paragraph 1V. Qualifications of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor. No person shall be eligible for election to the office
of Governor or Lieutenant Governor unless such person shall have
been a citizen of the United States 15 years and a | egal
resident of the state six years imediately preceding the
el ection and shall have attained the age of 30 years by the date
of assum ng office.

Par agraph V. Succession to executive power. (a) In case of the
tenporary disability of the Governor as determ ned in the manner
provided in Section IV of this article, the Lieutenant Governor
shal | exercise the powers and duties of the Governor and receive
t he sanme conpensation as the Governor until such tine as the
tenporary disability of the Governor ends.

(b) I'n case of the death, resignation, or permanent disability
of the Governor or the Governor-elect, the Lieutenant Governor
or the Lieutenant Governor-elect, upon becom ng the Lieutenant
Governor, shall beconme the Governor until a successor shall be
el ected and qualified as hereinafter provided. A successor to
serve for the unexpired termshall be elected at the next
general election; but, if such death, resignation, or permnent
disability shall occur within 30 days of the next general
election or if the termw |l expire within 90 days after the



next general election, the Lieutenant Governor shall beconme
Governor for the unexpired term No person shall be elected or
appoi nted to the office of Lieutenant Governor for the unexpired
termin the event the Lieutenant Governor shall becone Governor
as herein provided.

(c) In case of the death, resignation, or permanent disability
of both the Governor or the Governor-elect and the Lieutenant
Governor or the Lieutenant Governor-elect or in case of the
death, resignation, or permanent disability of the Governor and
there shall be no Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives shall exercise the powers and duties of the
Governor until the election and qualification of a Governor at a
speci al election, which shall be held within 90 days fromthe
date on which the Speaker of the House of Representatives shal
have assunmed the powers and duties of the Governor, and the
person el ected shall serve out the unexpired term

Paragraph VI. Cath of office. The Governor and Lieutenant
Governor shall, before entering on the duties of office, take
such oath or affirmation as prescribed by |aw

SECTION II.
DUTI ES AND PONERS OF GOVERNOR

Par agraph |I. Executive powers. The chief executive powers
shall be vested in the Governor. The other executive officers
shal |l have such powers as nay be prescribed by this Constitution
and by | aw.

Paragraph Il. Law enforcement. The Governor shall take care
that the laws are faithfully executed and shall be the
conservat or of the peace throughout the state.

Paragraph I'1l1. Commander in chief. The Governor shall be the
conmander in chief of the mlitary forces of this state.

Paragraph 1V. Veto power. Except as otherw se provided in
this Constitution, before any bill or resolution shall becone
| aw, the Governor shall have the right to review such bill or
resol ution intended to have the effect of |aw which has been
passed by the General Assenbly. The Governor may veto, approve,

or take no action on any such bill or resolution. 1In the event
t he Governor vetoes any such bill or resolution, the General
Assenbly may, by a two-thirds' vote, override such veto as
provided in Article Ill of this Constitution.

Paragraph V. Wits of election. The Governor shall issue wits
of election to fill all vacancies that may occur in the Senate

and in the House of Representatives.

Paragraph VI. Information and recomrendati ons to the General
Assenmbly. At the beginning of each regular session and fromtine
to time, the Governor may give the General Assenbly information
on the state of the state and recommend to its consideration
such neasures as the Governor may deem necessary or expedient.

Par agraph VI1. Special sessions of the General Assenbly. (a)
The Governor nmay convene the General Assenbly in special session
by proclamati on which nay be amended by the Governor prior to
the conveni ng of the special session or anended by the Governor



with the approval of three-fifths of the nmenbers of each house
after the special session has convened; but no | aws shall be
enacted at any such speci al session except those which relate to
t he purposes stated in the proclamation or in any amendment

t hereto.

(b) The Governor shall convene the CGeneral Assenbly in special
session for all purposes whenever three-fifths of the nenbers to
whi ch each house is entitled certify to the Governor in witing,
with a copy to the Secretary of State, that in their opinion an
enmergency exists in the affairs of the state. The General
Assenbly may convene itself if, after receiving such
certification, the Governor fails to do so within three days,
excl udi ng Sundays.

(c) Special sessions of the General Assenbly shall be limted
to a period of 40 days unl ess extended by three-fifths' vote of
each house and approved by the Governor or unless at the
expirati on of such period an inpeachnment trial of sone officer
of state government is pending, in which event the House shal
adj ourn and the Senate shall remain in session until such tria
is conpl eted.

Paragraph VIII. Filling vacancies. (a) Wen any public office
shal | beconme vacant by death, resignation, or otherw se, the
Governor shall pronptly fill such vacancy unl ess ot herw se

provided by this Constitution or by |law, and persons so
appoi nted shall serve for the unexpired term unl ess otherw se
provided by this Constitution or by |aw.

(b) I'n case of the death or w thdrawal of a person who
received a mpjority of votes cast in an election for the office
of Secretary of State, Attorney CGeneral, State School
Superint endent, Conm ssioner of |Insurance, Commi ssioner of
Agriculture, or Comm ssioner of Labor, the Governor elected at
t he sane el ection, upon becom ng Governor, shall have the power
to fill such office by appointing, subject to the confirmation
of the Senate, an individual to serve until the next general
el ection and until a successor for the bal ance of the unexpired
term shall have been el ected and qualifi ed.

Par agraph | X. Appointnents by Governor. The Governor shal
make such appoi ntnents as are authorized by this Constitution or
by law. If a person whose confirmation is required by the Senate
is once rejected by the Senate, that person shall not be
renom nated by the Governor for appointnent to the same office
until the expiration of a period of one year fromthe date of
such rejection.

Paragraph X. Information fromofficers and enpl oyees. The
Governor may require information in witing fromconstitutiona
officers and all other officers and enpl oyees of the executive
branch on any subject relating to the duties of their respective
of fices or enploynent.

SECTION 11
OTHER ELECTED EXECUTI VE OFFI CERS

Paragraph I. O her executive officers, how el ected. The
Secretary of State, Attorney General, State School
Superintendent, Conm ssioner of |Insurance, Conmm ssioner of



Agriculture, and Conmi ssioner of Labor shall be elected in the
manner prescribed for the election of nenbers of the General
Assenbly and the electors shall be the same. Such executive
of ficers shall be elected at the sane tine and hold their
offices for the sane term as the Governor.

Paragraph I'l. Qualifications. (a) No person shall be eligible
to the office of the Secretary of State, Attorney Ceneral, State
School Superintendent, Conm ssioner of Insurance, Comm ssioner
of Agriculture, or Conm ssioner of Labor unless such person
shall have been a citizen of the United States for ten years and
a |l egal resident of the state for four years inmmedi ately
precedi ng el ection or appointment and shall have attained the
age of 25 years by the date of assumi ng office. AlIl of said
of ficers shall take such oath and give bond and security, as
prescribed by law, for the faithful discharge of their duties.

(b) No person shall be Attorney General unless such person
shal | have been an active-status nmenber of the State Bar of
Georgia for seven years.

Paragraph I'11. Powers, duties, conpensation, and all owances of
ot her executive officers. Except as otherw se provided in this
Constitution, the General Assenbly shall prescribe the powers,
duti es, conpensation, and all owances of the above executive
of ficers and provide assistance and expenses necessary for the
operation of the departnment of each.

Par agraph 1V. Attorney General; duties. The Attorney General
shall act as the | egal advisor of the executive departnment,
shall represent the state in the Supreme Court in all capita
felonies and in all civil and crim nal cases in any court when
required by the Governor, and shall perform such other duties as
shall be required by |aw.

SECTI ON | V.
DI SABI LI TY OF EXECUTI VE OFFI CERS

Paragraph |I. "Elected constitutional executive officer,” how
defined. As used in this section, the term"el ected
constitutional executive officer" nmeans the Governor, the
Li eut enant Governor, the Secretary of State, the Attorney
CGeneral, the State School Superintendent, the Comm ssioner of
| nsurance, the Comnmi ssioner of Agriculture, and the Conm ssioner
of Labor.

Paragraph 1l1. Procedure for determ ning disability. Upon a
petition of any four of the el ected constitutional executive
officers to the Suprenme Court of CGeorgia that another elected
constitutional executive officer is unable to performthe duties
of office because of a physical or nental disability, the
Suprene Court shall by appropriate rule provide for a speedy and
public hearing on such matter, including notice of the nature
and cause of the accusation, process for obtaining wtnesses,
and the assistance of counsel. Evidence at such hearing shal
i nclude testinony fromnot fewer than three qualified physicians
in private practice, one of whom nust be a psychiatrist.

Paragraph 11l. Effect of determ nation of disability. If,
after hearing the evidence on disability, the Suprenme Court
determnes that there is a disability and that such disability



is permanent, the office shall be declared vacant and the
successor to that office shall be chosen as provided in this
Constitution or the |aws enacted in pursuance thereof. If it is
determ ned that the disability is not permanent, the Suprene
Court shall determ ne when the disability has ended and when the
officer shall resune the exercise of the powers of office.
During the period of tenporary disability, the powers of such
of fice shall be exercised as provided by | aw.



ARTI CLE VI .
JUDI CI AL BRANCH

SECTI ON |I.
JUDI CI AL POVER

Paragraph 1. Judicial power of the state. The judicial power
of the state shall be vested exclusively in the follow ng
cl asses of courts: nmagistrate courts, probate courts, juvenile
courts, state courts, superior courts, Court of Appeals, and
Suprene Court. Magistrate courts, probate courts, juvenile
courts, and state courts shall be courts of |limted
jurisdiction. In addition, the General Assenbly may establish or
aut hori ze the establishnment of rmunicipal courts and may
authorize adm nistrative agencies to exercise quasi-judicial
powers. Municipal courts shall have jurisdiction over ordi nance
viol ations and such other jurisdiction as provided by | aw.
Except as provided in this paragraph and in Section X, munici pal
courts, county recorder's courts and civil courts in existence
on June 30, 1983, and adnmi nistrative agencies shall not be
subject to the provisions of this article. The General Assenbly
shall have the authority to confer "by law' jurisdiction upon
muni ci pal courts to try state offenses.

Paragraph I1. Unified judicial system Al courts of the state
shall conprise a unified judicial system

Paragraph 111. Judges; exercise of power outside own court;
scope of term "judge." Provided the judge is otherw se
qualified, a judge may exercise judicial power in any court upon
the request and with the consent of the judges of that court and
of the judge's own court under rules prescribed by law. The
term"judge," as used in this article, shall include Justices,
j udges, senior judges, magi strates, and every other such
judicial office of whatever name existing or created.

Par agraph 1V. Exercise of judicial power. Each court may
exerci se such powers as necessary in aid of its jurisdiction or
to protect or effectuate its judgnents; but only the superior
and appell ate courts shall have the power to issue process in
t he nature of mandanmus, prohibition, specific performance, quo
warranto, and injunction. Each superior court, state court, and
ot her courts of record may grant new trials on | egal grounds.

Paragraph V. Uniformty of jurisdiction, powers, etc. Except
as otherw se provided in this Constitution, the courts of each
cl ass shall have uniform jurisdiction, powers, rules of practice
and procedure, and selection, qualifications, terns, and
di sci pline of judges. The provisions of this Paragraph shall be
effected by law within 24 nonths of the effective date of this
Constitution.

Paragraph VI. Judicial circuits; courts in each county; court
sessions. The state shall be divided into judicial circuits,
each of which shall consist of not |ess than one county. Each
county shall have at |east one superior court, magistrate court,
a probate court, and, where needed, a state court and a juvenile
court. The General Assenbly may provide by |law that the judge
of the probate court may al so serve as the judge of the
magi strate court. In the absence of a state court or a juvenile
court, the superior court shall exercise that jurisdiction.



Superior courts shall hold court at |east twi ce each year in
each county.

Paragraph VII. Judicial circuits, courts, and judgeships, |aw
changed. The General Assenbly nmay abolish, create, consoli date,
or nodify judicial circuits and courts and judgeshi ps; but no
circuit shall consist of |ess than one county.

Paragraph VIII1. Transfer of cases. Any court shall transfer to
the appropriate court in the state any civil case in which it
determ nes that jurisdiction or venue |lies el sewhere.

Paragraph |1 X. Rules of evidence; |aw prescribed. Al rules of
evi dence shall be as prescribed by |aw

Par agraph X. Authorization for pilot projects. The General
Assenmbly may by general |aw approved by a two-thirds' nmajority
of the nenbers of each house enact |egislation providing for, as
pilot prograns of |imted duration, courts which are not uniform
within their classes in jurisdiction, powers, rules of practice
and procedure, and selection, qualifications, terns, and
di sci pline of judges for such pilot courts and other matters
relative thereto. Such |egislation shall name the politica
subdi vision, judicial circuit, and existing courts affected and
may, in addition to any other power, grant to such court created
as a pilot programthe power to issue process in the nature of
mandanus, prohibition, specific performance, quo warranto, and
i njunction. The General Assenbly shall provide by general |aw
for a procedure for submtting proposed legislation relating to
such pilot progranms to the Judicial Council of Georgia or its
successor. Legislation enacted pursuant to this Paragraph shal
not deny equal protection of the laws to any person in violation

of Article I, Section |, Paragraph Il of this Constitution.
SECTION I1.
VENUE
Paragraph |. Divorce cases. Divorce cases shall be tried in

the county where the defendant resides, if a resident of this
state; if the defendant is not a resident of this state, then in
the county in which the plaintiff resides; provided, however, a
di vorce case may be tried in the county of residence of the
plaintiff if the defendant has noved fromthat sanme county
within six nonths fromthe date of the filing of the divorce
action and said county was the site of the marital domcile at
the time of the separation of the parties, and provided,
further, that any person who has been a resident of any United
States arny post or mlitary reservation within the State of
Georgia for one year next preceding the filing of the petition
may bring an action for divorce in any county adjacent to said
United States arny post or mlitary reservation.

Paragraph Il. Land titles. Cases respecting titles to | and
shall be tried in the county where the land lies, except where a
single tract is divided by a county line, in which case the
superior court of either county shall have jurisdiction.

Paragraph 1l1l. Equity cases. Equity cases shall be tried in
the county where a defendant resides agai nst whom substanti al
relief is prayed.



Paragraph IV. Suits against joint obligors, copartners, etc.
Suits against joint obligors, joint tort-feasors, joint
prom sors, copartners, or joint trespassers residing in
different counties nmay be tried in either county.

Paragraph V. Suits agai nst naker, endorser, etc. Suits agai nst
t he maker and endorser of prom ssory notes, or drawer, acceptor,
and endorser of foreign or inland bills of exchange, or |ike
instrunents, residing in different counties, shall be tried in
the county where the maker or acceptor resides.

Paragraph VI. AlIl other cases. Al other civil cases, except
juvenile court cases as may ot herw se be provided by the
Juvenil e Court Code of CGeorgia, shall be tried in the county
where the defendant resides; venue as to corporations, foreign
and donmestic, shall be as provided by law, and all crim nal
cases shall be tried in the county where the crime was
comm tted, except cases in the superior courts where the judge
is satisfied that an inpartial jury cannot be obtained in such
county.

Paragraph VII. Venue in third-party practice. The General
Assenmbly may provide by |law that venue is proper in a county
ot her than the county of residence of a person or entity
i npl eaded into a pending civil case by a defending party who
contends that such person or entity is or may be liable to said
defending party for all or part of the claimagainst said
defendi ng party.

Paragraph VIII1. Power to change venue. The power to change the
venue in civil and crimnal cases shall be vested in the
superior courts to be exercised in such manner as has been, or
shal | be, provided by |aw.

SECTION [ 11
CLASSES OF COURTS OF LIM TED JURI SDI CTI ON

Paragraph I. Jurisdiction of classes of courts of |limted
jurisdiction. The magistrate, juvenile, and state courts shal
have uniform jurisdiction as provided by |law. Probate courts
shal | have such jurisdiction as now or hereafter provided by
law, without regard to uniformty.

SECTI ON | V.
SUPERI OR COURTS

Paragraph I. Jurisdiction of superior courts. The superior
courts shall have jurisdiction in all cases, except as otherw se
provided in this Constitution. They shall have excl usive
jurisdiction over trials in felony cases, except in the case of
juvenile offenders as provided by law, in cases respecting title
to land; in divorce cases; and in equity cases. The superior
courts shall have such appellate jurisdiction, either alone or
by circuit or district, as may be provided by | aw.

SECTI ON V.
COURT OF APPEALS



Paragraph |. Conposition of Court of Appeals; Chief Judge. The
Court of Appeals shall consist of not |ess than nine Judges who
shall elect from anong thensel ves a Chief Judge.

Paragraph 11. Panels as prescribed. The Court of Appeals may
sit in panels of not |less than three Judges as prescribed by |aw
or, if none, by its rules.

Paragraph I11. Jurisdiction of Court of Appeals; decisions
bi ndi ng. The Court of Appeals shall be a court of review and
shal | exercise appellate and certiorari jurisdiction in al
cases not reserved to the Supreme Court or conferred on other
courts by law. The decisions of the Court of Appeals insofar as
not in conflict with those of the Suprene Court shall bind al
courts except the Suprenme Court as precedents.

Paragraph I'V. Certification of question to Supreme Court. The
Court of Appeals nmay certify a question to the Suprene Court for
instruction, to which it shall then be bound.

Par agraph V. Equal division of court. In the event of an equal
di vi sion of the Judges when sitting as a body, the case shall be
i medi ately transmtted to the Suprenme Court.

SECTI ON VI .
SUPREME COURT

Par agraph |I. Conposition of Suprene Court; Chief Justice;
Presiding Justice; quorum substitute judges. The Suprene Court
shal |l consist of not nore than nine Justices who shall elect
from anong thensel ves a Chief Justice as the chief presiding and
adm nistrative officer of the court and a Presiding Justice to
serve if the Chief Justice is absent or is disqualified. A
maj ority shall be necessary to hear and determ ne cases. |If a
Justice is disqualified in any case, a substitute judge may be
designated by the remaining Justices to serve.

Par agraph 1. Exclusive appellate jurisdiction of Suprene
Court. The Suprenme Court shall be a court of review and shal
exercise exclusive appellate jurisdiction in the follow ng
cases:

(1) Al cases involving the construction of a treaty or of
the Constitution of the State of Georgia or of the United
States and all cases in which the constitutionality of a |aw,
ordi nance, or constitutional provision has been drawn in
guestion; and

(2) Al cases of election contest.

Paragraph 11l. General appellate jurisdiction of Suprene
Court. Unless otherw se provided by |aw, the Suprene Court shal
have appellate jurisdiction of the follow ng classes of cases:

(1) Cases involving title to |and,

(2) Al equity cases;

(3) Al cases involving wlls;



(4) Al habeas corpus cases;
(5) Al cases involving extraordi nary renedies;

(6) Al divorce and alinony cases;
(7) Al cases certified to it by the Court of Appeals; and

(8) Al cases in which a sentence of death was inposed or
coul d be inposed.

Revi ew of all cases shall be as provided by | aw.

Paragraph 1V. Jurisdiction over questions of law fromstate or
federal appellate courts. The Supreme Court shall have
jurisdiction to answer any question of |law from any state or
federal appellate court.

Par agraph V. Review of cases in Court of Appeals. The Suprene
Court may review by certiorari cases in the Court of Appeals
whi ch are of gravity or great public inportance.

Par agraph VI. Decisions of Supreme Court binding. The
deci si ons of the Supreme Court shall bind all other courts as
precedents.

SECTI ON VI | .
SELECTI ON, TERM COWMPENSATI ON, AND DI SCI PLI NE OF JUDGES

Paragraph |I. Election; termof office. Al superior court and
state court judges shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis for a
termof four years. All Justices of the Suprenme Court and the
Judges of the Court of Appeals shall be elected on a nonpartisan
basis for a termof six years. The terns of all judges thus
el ected shall begin the next January 1 after their el ection.
Al l other judges shall continue to be selected in the manner and
for the termthey were selected on June 30, 1983, until
ot herwi se provided by local |aw.

Paragraph 1l. Qualifications. (a) Appellate and superior court
j udges shall have been admitted to practice |law for seven years.

(b) State court judges shall have been admtted to practice
| aw for seven years, provided that this requirenment shall be
five years in the case of state court judges elected or
appointed in the year 2000 or earlier. Juvenile court judges
shal |l have been admtted to practice law for five years.

(c) Probate and magi strate judges shall have such
qual i fications as provided by | aw.

(d) All judges shall reside in the geographical area in which
they are selected to serve.

(e) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for additional
qgqualifications, including, but not limted to, mninumresidency
requi renents.

Paragraph Il11. Vacancies. Vacancies shall be filled by

appoi nt nent of the Governor except as otherw se provided by | aw
in the magi strate, probate, and juvenile courts.



Paragraph 1V. Period of service of appointees. An appointee to
an elective office shall serve until a successor is duly
selected and qualified and until January 1 of the year follow ng
t he next general election which is nore than six nonths after
such person's appoi nt nent.

Par agraph V. Conpensation and al |l owances of judges. Al judges
shal | receive conpensation and all owances as provided by | aw,
county suppl enments are hereby continued and may be granted or
changed by the General Assenbly. County governing authorities
whi ch had the authority on June 30, 1983, to make county
suppl enments shall continue to have such authority under this
Constitution. An incunbent's salary, allowance, or suppl enent
shall not be decreased during the incunbent's term of office.

Paragraph VI. Judicial Qualifications Comm ssion; power;
conposition. The power to discipline, renmove, and cause
involuntary retirenment of judges shall be vested in the Judicial
Qualifications Comm ssion. It shall consist of seven nenbers, as
fol | ows:

(1) Two judges of any court of record, selected by the
Supreme Court;

(2) Three nenbers of the State Bar of Ceorgia who shal
have been active status nenmbers of the state bar for at |east
ten years and who shall be elected by the board of governors
of the state bar; and

(3) Two citizens, neither of whom shall be a nmenber of the
state bar, who shall be appointed by the Governor.

Par agraph VI1. D scipline, renoval, and involuntary retirenent
of judges. (a) Any judge may be renoved, suspended, or otherw se
disciplined for willful msconduct in office, or for willful and
persistent failure to performthe duties of office, or for
habi tual i ntenperance, or for conviction of a crime involving
nmoral turpitude, or for conduct prejudicial to the
adm ni stration of justice which brings the judicial office into
di srepute. Any judge may be retired for disability which
constitutes a serious and |ikely permanent interference with the
performance of the duties of office. The Supreme Court shal
adopt rules of inplenentation.

(b) (1) Upon indictnent for a felony by a grand jury of this
state or by a grand jury of the United States of any judge,
the Attorney General or district attorney shall transmt a
certified copy of the indictnment to the Judici al

Qual ifications Comm ssion. The conm ssion shall, subject to
subpar agraph (b)(2) of this Paragraph, review the indictnent,
and, if it determnes that the indictment relates to and
adversely affects the adm nistration of the office of the

i ndicted judge and that the rights and interests of the public
are adversely affected thereby, the conmm ssion shall suspend
the judge i medi ately and w thout further action pending the
final disposition of the case or until the expiration of the
judge's term of office, whichever occurs first. During the
termof office to which such judge was el ected and in which
the indictnment occurred, if a nolle prosequi is entered, if
the public official is acquitted, or if after conviction the
conviction is |later overturned as a result of any direct
appeal or application for a wit of certiorari, the judge
shall be immrediately reinstated to the office from which he



was suspended. While a judge is suspended under this
subparagraph and until initial conviction by the trial court,
the judge shall continue to receive the conpensation fromhis
office. After initial conviction by the trial court, the
judge shall not be entitled to receive the conpensation from
his office. |If the judge is reinstated to office, he shall be
entitled to receive any conpensation wi thheld under the
provi sions of this subparagraph. For the duration of any
suspensi on under this subparagraph, the Governor shall appoint
a replacenment judge. Upon a final conviction with no appeal
or review pending, the office shall be declared vacant and a
successor to that office shall be chosen as provided in this
Constitution or the | aws enacted in pursuance thereof.

(2) The commi ssion shall not review the indictnent for a
period of 14 days fromthe day the indictnent is received.
This period of tinme nmay be extended by the comm ssion. During
this period of time, the indicted judge may, in witing,
aut horize the comm ssion to suspend himfromoffice. Any such
vol untary suspension shall be subject to the sanme conditions
for review, reinstatenent, or declaration of vacancy as are
provided in this subparagraph for a nonvoluntary suspensi on.

(3) After any suspension is inmposed under this
subpar agraph, the suspended judge may petition the comm ssion
for a review If the comm ssion determ nes that the judge
shoul d no | onger be suspended, he shall inmmedi ately be
reinstated to office.

(4) The findings and records of the comm ssion and the fact
that the public official has or has not been suspended shall
not be adm ssible in evidence in any court for any purpose.
The findings and records of the comm ssion shall not be open
to the public.

(5) The provisions of this subparagraph shall not apply to
any indictnment handed down prior to January 1, 1985.

(6) If a judge who is suspended fromoffice under the
provi sions of this subparagraph is not first tried at the next
regul ar or special termfollow ng the indictnment, the
suspensi on shall be term nated and the judge shall be
reinstated to office. The judge shall not be reinstated under
this provision if he is not so tried based on a conti nuance
granted upon a notion made only by the defendant.

(c) Upon initial conviction of any judge for any felony in a
trial court of this state or the United States, regardl ess of
whet her the judge has been suspended previously under
subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph, such judge shall be
i mredi ately and wi thout further action suspended from office.
While a judge is suspended fromoffice under this subparagraph,
he shall not be entitled to receive the conpensation fromhis
office. |If the conviction is later overturned as a result of
any direct appeal or application for a wit of certiorari, the
judge shall be imediately reinstated to the office from which
he was suspended and shall be entitled to receive any
conpensation wi thhel d under the provisions of this subparagraph.
For the duration of any suspension under this subparagraph, the
Governor shall appoint a replacenment judge. Upon a final
conviction with no appeal or review pending, the office shall be
decl ared vacant and a successor to that office shall be chosen



as provided in this Constitution or the |aws enacted in
pursuance thereof. The provisions of this subparagraph shal
not apply to any conviction rendered prior to January 1, 1987.

Paragraph VIII1. Due process; review by Suprene Court. No
action shall be taken against a judge except after hearing and
in accordance with due process of law. No renoval or
involuntary retirement shall occur except upon order of the
Suprenme Court after review.

SECTION VI I 1.
DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS

Paragraph |I. District attorneys; vacancies; qualifications;
conpensation; duties; inmmunity. (a) There shall be a district
attorney for each judicial circuit, who shall be elected
circuit-wide for a termof four years. The successors of
present and subsequent incunmbents shall be elected by the
el ectors of their respective circuits at the general election
hel d i medi ately preceding the expiration of their respective
ternms. District attorneys shall serve until their successors are
duly elected and qualified. Vacancies shall be filled by
appoi nt ment of the Governor.

(b) No person shall be a district attorney unless such person
shall have been an active-status nenber of the State Bar of
CGeorgia for three years immedi ately precedi ng such person's
el ecti on.

(c) The district attorneys shall receive such conpensati on and
al l owances as provided by |aw and shall be entitled to receive
such |l ocal supplenments to their conpensation and all owances as
may be provided by | aw.

(d) It shall be the duty of the district attorney to represent
the state in all crimnal cases in the superior court of such
district attorney's circuit and in all cases appealed fromthe
superior court and the juvenile courts of that circuit to the
Suprene Court and the Court of Appeals and to perform such other
duties as shall be required by | aw.

(e) District attorneys shall enjoy imunity fromprivate suit
for actions arising fromthe performance of their duties.

Paragraph 11. Discipline, renoval, and involuntary retirenent
of district attorneys. Any district attorney nmay be disciplined,
renmoved or involuntarily retired as provided by general | aw.

SECTI ON | X.
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Paragraph I. Adm nistration of the judicial systenm uniform
court rules; advice and consent of councils. The judicial system
shall be adm nistered as provided in this Paragraph. Not nore
than 24 nonths after the effective date hereof, and fromtime to
time thereafter by anmendnent, the Supreme Court shall, with the
advi ce and consent of the council of the affected class or
classes of trial courts, by order adopt and publish uniform
court rules and record-keeping rules which shall provide for the



speedy, efficient, and inexpensive resolution of disputes and
prosecutions. Each council shall be conprised of all of the
j udges of the courts of that class.

Paragraph 1l1. Disposition of cases. The Suprenme Court and the
Court of Appeals shall dispose of every case at the termfor
which it is entered on the court's docket for hearing or at the
next term

SECTI ON X.
TRANSI TI ON

Paragraph |I. Effect of ratification. On the effective date of
this article:

(1) Superior courts shall continue as superior courts.
(2) State courts shall continue as state courts.

(3) Probate courts shall continue as probate courts.
(4) Juvenile courts shall continue as juvenile courts.

(5) Municipal courts not otherw se naned herein, of

what ever name, shall continue as and be denom nated nuni ci pal
courts, except that the Gty Court of Atlanta shall retain its
name. Such nunicipal courts, county recorder's courts, the
Civil Courts of Richnond and Bi bb counties, and adm nistrative
agenci es havi ng quasi-judicial powers shall continue with the
same jurisdiction as such courts and agenci es have on the
effective date of this article until otherw se provided by

I aw.

(6) Justice of the peace courts, small clains courts, and
magi strate courts operating on the effective date of this
Constitution and the County Court of Echols County shall
becone and be classified as magi strate courts. The County
Court of Baldwi n County and the County Court of Putnam County
shall become and be classified as state courts, with the sane
jurisdiction and powers as other state courts.

Paragraph I1. Continuation of judges. Each judge hol di ng
office on the effective date of this article shall continue in
office until the expiration of the termof office, as a judge of
the court having the same or simlar jurisdiction. Each court
not nanmed herein shall cease to exist on such date or at the
expiration of the termof the incunbent judge, whichever is
|ater; and its jurisdiction shall automatically pass to the new
court of the same or simlar jurisdiction, in the absence of
which court it shall pass to the superior court.



ARTI CLE VI |.
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE

SECTI ON |I.
POVER OF TAXATI ON

Paragraph |I. Taxation; limtations on grants of tax powers.
The state may not suspend or irrevocably give, grant, limt, or
restrain the right of taxation and all laws, grants, contracts,

and other acts to effect any of these purposes are null and
voi d. Except as otherw se provided in this Constitution, the
ri ght of taxation shall always be under the conplete control of
the state.

Paragraph 11. Taxing power limted. (a) The annual |evy of
state ad val orem taxes on tangi ble property for all purposes,
except for defending the state in an energency, shall not exceed
one-fourth mll on each dollar of the assessed val ue of the

property.

(b) So long as the nethod of taxation in effect on Decenber
31, 1980, for the taxation of shares of stock of banking
corporations and other nonied capital com ng into conpetition
with such banking corporations continues in effect, such shares
and ot her nonied capital nay be taxed at an annual rate not
exceeding five mlls on each dollar of the assessed value of the

property.

Paragraph 111. Uniformty; classification of property;
assessnment of agricultural land; utilities. (a) Al taxes shal
be |l evied and col |l ected under general |aws and for public
pur poses only. Except as otherw se provided in subparagraphs
(b), (c), (d), and (e), all taxation shall be uniformupon the
sane class of subjects within the territorial |limts of the
authority levying the tax.

(b) (1) Except as otherw se provided in this subparagraph (b),
cl asses of subjects for taxation of property shall consist of
tangi bl e property and one or nore classes of intangible
personal property including noney; provided, however, that any
taxation of intangi ble personal property may be repeal ed by
general |aw wi thout approval in a referendumeffective for all
t axabl e years beginning on or after January 1, 1996.

(2) Subject to the conditions and |limtations specified by
| aw, each of the follow ng types of property may be classified
as a separate class of property for ad val orem property tax
pur poses and different rates, nethods, and assessnent dates
may be provided for such properties:

(A) Trailers.

(B) Mobile honmes other than those nobile hones which
qualify the owner of the home for a honmestead exenption
fromad val orem taxation.

(C) Heavy-duty equi prrent notor vehicles owned by
nonresi dents and operated in this state.

(3) Motor vehicles may be classified as a separate cl ass of
property for ad val orem property tax purposes, and such cl ass
may be divided into separate subclasses for ad val orem



pur poses. The General Assenbly may provide by general |aw for
the ad val orem taxation of notor vehicles including, but not
l[imted to, providing for different rates, nethods, assessnent
dat es, and taxpayer liability for such class and for each of
its subcl asses and need not provide for uniformty of taxation
with other classes of property or between or within its

subcl asses. The General Assenbly may al so determ ne what
portion of any ad valoremtax on notor vehicles shall be
retained by the state. As used in this subparagraph, the term
"notor vehicles" nmeans all vehicles which are self-propelled.

(c) Tangible real property, but no nore than 2,000 acres of
any single property owner, which is devoted to bona fide
agricultural purposes shall be assessed for ad val oremtaxation
pur poses at 75 percent of the value which other tangi ble real
property is assessed. No property shall be entitled to receive
the preferential assessnent provided for in this subparagraph if
the property which woul d otherw se receive such assessnent woul d
result in any person who has a beneficial interest in such
property, including any interest in the nature of stock
ownershi p, receiving the benefit of such preferential assessnent
as to nore than 2,000 acres. No property shall be entitled to
receive the preferential assessment provided for in this
subpar agraph unless the conditions set out bel ow are net:

(1) The property nust be owned by:
(A)(i) One or nore natural or naturalized citizens;

(ii) An estate of which the devisee or heirs are one
or nore natural or naturalized citizens; or

(iii) Atrust of which the beneficiaries are one or
more natural or naturalized citizens; or

(B) Afamly-owned farm corporation, the controlling
interest of which is owned by individuals related to each
other within the fourth degree of civil reckoning, or which
is owmed by an estate of which the devisee or heirs are one
or more natural or naturalized citizens, or which is owned
by a trust of which the beneficiaries are one or nore
natural or naturalized citizens, and such corporation
derived 80 percent or nore of its gross incone from bona
fide agricultural pursuits within this state within the
year inmmedi ately preceding the year in which eligibility is
sought .

(2) The General Assenbly shall provide by |aw

(A) For a definition of the term "bona fide agricultura
pur poses,"” but such term shall include tinber production;

(B) For additional mninmumconditions of eligibility
whi ch such properties nmust neet in order to qualify for the
preferential assessnment provided for herein, including, but
not limted to, the requirenent that the owner be required
to enter into a covenant with the appropriate taxing
authorities to maintain the use of the properties in bona
fide agricultural purposes for a period of not |ess than
ten years and for appropriate penalties for the breach of
any such covenant.



(3) In addition to the specific conditions set forth in
t hi s subparagraph (c), the General Assenbly may place further
restrictions upon, but may not relax, the conditions of
eligibility for the preferential assessment provided for
herei n.

(d) The General Assenbly shall be authorized by general law to
establish as a separate class of property for ad val oremtax
pur poses any tangi ble real property which is listed in the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places or in a state historic
regi ster authorized by general law. For such purposes, the
CGeneral Assenbly is authorized by general law to establish a
program by which certain properties within such class nmay be
assessed for taxes at different rates or valuations in order to
encourage the preservation of such historic properties and to
assist in the revitalization of historic areas.

(e) The Ceneral Assenbly shall provide by general |aw

(1) For the definition and nethods of assessnent and
taxation, such nethods to include a fornmula based on current
use, annual productivity, and real property sales data, of:
"bona fide conservation use property” to include bona fide
agricultural and tinber [and not to exceed 2,000 acres of a
singl e owner; and "bona fide residential transitional
property,” to include private single-famly residential owner
occupi ed property |located in transitional devel opi ng areas not
to exceed five acres of any single owner. Such nethods of
assessnment and taxation shall be subject to the foll ow ng
condi tions:

(A) A property owner desiring the benefit of such nethods
of assessnent and taxation shall be required to enter into
a covenant to continue the property in bona fide
conservation use or bona fide residential transitional use;
and

(B) A breach of such covenant within ten years shal
result in a recapture of the tax savings resulting from
such nmet hods of assessnent and taxation and may result in
ot her appropriate penalties;

(2) That standing tinber shall be assessed only once, and
such assessnent shall be made following its harvest or sale
and on the basis of its fair market value at the tinme of
harvest or sale. Said assessnment shall be two and one-hal f
times the assessed percentage of value fixed by |aw for other
real property taxed under the uniformty provisions of
subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph but in no event greater
than its fair market value; and for a nmethod of tenporary
suppl enmentati on of the property tax digest of any county if
the inplenmentation of this nmethod of taxing tinber reduces the
tax digest by nore than 20 percent, such suppl enental assessed
value to be assigned to the properties otherw se benefiting
from such nmethod of taxing tinber.

(f) The General Assenmbly may provide for a different method
and time of returns, assessnents, paynment, and collection of ad
val orem taxes of public utilities, but not on a greater assessed
percent age of value or at a higher rate of taxation than other
properties, except that property provided for in subparagraph

(c), (d), or (e).



SECTION |I.
EXEMPTI ONS FROM AD VALOREM TAXATI ON

Paragraph 1. Unauthorized tax exenptions void. Except as
authorized in or pursuant to this Constitution, all |aws
exenpting property fromad val orem taxation are voi d.

Paragraph 11. Exenptions fromtaxation of property. (a)(1)
Except as otherw se provided in this Constitution, no property
shal |l be exenpted from ad val orem taxati on unless the
exenption is approved by two-thirds of the nenbers elected to
each branch of the General Assenbly in a roll-call vote and by
a mjority of the qualified electors of the state voting in a
ref erendum t her eon.

(2) Honestead exenptions fromad val oremtaxation |evied by
| ocal taxing jurisdictions may be granted by | ocal |aw
condi ti oned upon approval by a majority of the qualified
el ectors residing within the limts of the [ocal taxing
jurisdiction voting in a referendumthereon.

(3) Laws subject to the requirenment of a referendum as
provided in this subparagraph (a) may originate in either the
Senate or the House of Representatives.

(4) The requirenents of this subparagraph (a) shall not
apply with respect to a | aw which codifies or recodifies an
exenption previously authorized in the Constitution of 1976 or
an exenption authorized pursuant to this Constitution.

(b) The grant of any exenption fromad val orem taxation shall
be subject to the conditions, limtations, and adm nistrative
procedures specified by | aw.

Paragraph 111. Exenptions which may be authorized | ocally.
(a) (1) The governing authority of any county or nunicipality,
subject to the approval of a majority of the qualified

el ectors of such political subdivision voting in a referendum
t hereon, may exenmpt from ad val orem taxation, including al
such taxation |evied for educational purposes and for state
pur poses, inventories of goods in the process of manufacture
or production, and inventories of finished goods.

(2) Exenptions granted pursuant to this subparagraph (a)
may only be revoked by a referendum el ection called and
conducted as provided by law. The call for such referendum
shall not be issued within five years fromthe date such
exenptions were first granted and, if the results of the
el ection are in favor of the revocation of such exenptions,
then such revocation shall be effective only at the end of a
five-year period fromthe date of such referendum

(3) The inplenmentation, adm nistration, and revocati on of
t he exenptions authorized in this subparagraph (a) shall be

provided for by law. Until otherw se provided by |aw, the
grant of the exenption shall be subject to the sane
conditions, limtations, definitions, and procedures provided

for the grant of such exenption in the Constitution of 1976 on
June 30, 1983.

(b) Repeal ed.



Paragraph 1V. Current property tax exenptions preserved.
Those types of exenptions from ad val orem taxation provided for
by law on June 30, 1983, are hereby continued in effect as
statutory |law until otherw se provided for by law. Any |aw
whi ch reduces or repeals any honestead exenption in existence on
June 30, 1983, or created thereafter nmust be approved by
two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each branch of the Genera
Assenmbly in a roll-call vote and by a magjority of the qualified
el ectors of the state or the affected | ocal taxing jurisdiction
voting in a referendumthereon. Any | aw which reduces or repeals
exenptions granted to religious or burial grounds or
institutions of purely public charity nust be approved by
two-thirds of the nenbers elected to each branch of the Genera
Assenbl y.

Paragraph V. Disabled veteran's honestead exenption. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this paragraph, the amount of the
homest ead exenption granted to di sabl ed veterans shall be the
greater of $32,500.00 or the maxi mum anount whi ch may be granted
to a disabled veteran under Section 802 of Title 38 of the
United States Code as hereafter anended. Such exenption shall be
granted to: those persons eligible for such exenption on June
30, 1983; to disabled Anerican veterans of any war or arned
conflict who are disabled due to loss or |oss of use of one
| ower extremty together with the |loss or |oss of use of one
upper extremty which so affects the functions of bal ance or
propul sion as to preclude | oconotion without the aid of braces,
crutches, canes, or a wheelchair; and to disabled veterans
hereafter becom ng eligible for assistance in acquiring housing
under Section 801 of the United States Code as hereafter
amended. The General Assenbly may by general |aw provide for a
di fferent anount or a different nethod of determ ning the anount
of or eligibility for the honmestead exenption granted to
di sabl ed veterans. Any such |aw shall be enacted by a sinple
maj ority of the votes of all the nenbers to which each house is
entitled and nmay becone effective wi thout referendum Such |aw
may provide that the amount of or eligibility for the exenption
shall be determ ned by reference to | aws enacted by the United
St at es Congr ess.

SECTION || A
HOVEOWNER' S | NCENTI VE ADJUSTMENT

Paragraph |. State grants; adjustnent anmount. For each taxable
year, a honeowner's incentive adjustnment may be applied to the
return of each taxpayer claimng such state-w de honestead
exenption as nmay be specified by general |aw. The anount of
such adjustnent may provide a taxpayer with a benefit equival ent
to a homestead exenption of up to $18,000.00 of the assessed
val ue of a taxpayer's homestead or the taxpayer's ad val orem
property tax liability on the honestead, whichever is |ower.
The General Assenbly may appropriate such anount each year for
grants to local governments and school districts as homeowner
tax relief grants. The adjustnents and grants authorized by this
Par agraph shall be made in such manner and shall be subject to
the procedures and conditions as may be specified by general |aw
heretof ore or hereafter enacted.

SECTION |11



PURPOSES AND METHOD OF STATE TAXATI ON

Par agraph |. Taxation; purposes for which powers may be
exerci sed. (a) Except as otherw se provided in this
Constitution, the power of taxation over the whole state may be
exerci sed for any purpose authorized by |aw. Any purpose for
whi ch the powers of taxation over the whole state coul d have
been exercised on June 30, 1983, shall continue to be a purpose
for which such powers may be exerci sed.

(b) Subject to conditions and limtations as nay be provided
by law, the power of taxation may be exercised to nake grants
for tax relief purposes to persons for sales tax paid and not
ot herwi se rei nbursed on prescription drugs. Credits or relief
provi ded hereunder may be limted only to such reasonable
classifications of taxpayers as may be specified by | aw

Paragraph Il. Revenue to be paid into general fund. (a) Except
as otherw se provided in this Constitution, all revenue
collected fromtaxes, fees, and assessnents for state purposes,
as authorized by revenue neasures enacted by the General
Assenbly, shall be paid into the general fund of the state
treasury.

(b)(1) As authorized by law providing for the pronotion of any
one or nore types of agricultural products, fees, assessnents,
and other charges collected on the sale or processing of
agricultural products need not be paid into the general fund
of the state treasury. The uniformty requirenment of this
article shall be satisfied by the application of the
agricultural pronotion program upon the affected products.

(2) As used in this subparagraph, "agricultural products”
includes, but is not limted to, registered |livestock and
i vestock products, poultry and poultry products, tinber and
ti mber products, fish and seafood, and the products of the
farms and forests of this state.

Paragraph Ill. Grants to counties and nmunicipalities. State
funds may be granted to counties and nunicipalities within the
state. The grants authorized by this Paragraph shall be nade in
such manner and form and subject to the procedures and
conditions specified by law. The |aw providing for any such
grant may limt the purposes for which the grant funds may be
expended.

SECTI ON | V.
STATE DEBT

Par agraph 1. Purposes for which debt may be incurred. The
state may incur:

(a) Public debt without limt to repel invasion, suppress
i nsurrection, and defend the state in time of war.

(b) Public debt to supply a tenporary deficit in the state
treasury in any fiscal year created by a delay in collecting the
taxes of that year. Such debt shall not exceed, in the
aggregate, 5 percent of the total revenue receipts, |ess
refunds, of the state treasury in the fiscal year immediately



precedi ng the year in which such debt is incurred. The debt
incurred shall be repaid on or before the | ast day of the fisca
year in which it is incurred out of taxes levied for that fisca
year. No such debt may be incurred in any fiscal year under the
provi sions of this subparagraph (b) if there is then outstanding
unpai d debt from any previous fiscal year which was incurred to
supply a tenporary deficit in the state treasury.

(c) General obligation debt to acquire, construct, devel op,
extend, enlarge, or inprove |land, waters, property, highways,
bui | di ngs, structures, equipnent, or facilities of the state,
its agencies, departnments, institutions, and of those state
authorities which were created and activated prior to Novenber
8, 1960.

(d) General obligation debt to provide educational facilities
for county and i ndependent school systens and to provide public
library facilities for county and i ndependent school systens,
counties, nunicipalities, and boards of trustees of public
libraries or boards of trustees of public library systens, and,
when the construction of such educational or library facilities
has been conpleted, the title to such facilities shall be vested
in the respective | ocal boards of education, counties,
muni ci palities, or public library boards of trustees for which
such facilities were constructed.

(e) CGeneral obligation debt in order to nake | oans to
counties, nmunicipal corporations, political subdivisions, |oca
authorities, and other | ocal governnent entities for water or
sewerage facilities or systenms or for regional or
mul tijurisdictional solid waste recycling or solid waste
facilities or systems. It shall not be necessary for the state
or a state authority to hold title to or otherwi se be the owner
of such facilities or systems. GCeneral obligation debt for
t hese purposes nmay be authorized and incurred for adnm nistration
and di sbursenment by a state authority created and activated
before, on, or after Novenber 8, 1960.

(f) Guaranteed revenue debt by guaranteeing the paynent of
revenue obligations issued by an instrunentality of the state if
such revenue obligations are issued to finance:

(1) Toll bridges or toll roads.
(2) Land public transportation facilities or systens.
(3) Water facilities or systens.

(4) Sewage facilities or systens.

(5) Loans to, and |l oan prograns for, citizens of the state
for educational purposes.

(6) Regional or nmultijurisdictional solid waste recycling
or solid waste facilities or systens.

Paragraph 1l. State general obligation debt and guaranteed
revenue debt; limtations. (a) As used in this Paragraph and
Paragraph 111 of this section, "annual debt service

requi renments” nmeans the total principal and interest com ng due
in any state fiscal year. Wth regard to any issue of debt

incurred wholly or in part on a term basis, "annual debt service
requi renents” neans an anount equal to the total principal and



i nterest paynents required to retire such issue in full divided
by the nunber of years fromits issue date to its maturity date.
(b) No debt may be incurred under subparagraphs (c), (d), and
(e) of Paragraph |I of this section or Paragraph V of this
section at any tinme when the highest aggregate annual debt
service requirenents for the then current year or any subsequent
year for outstandi ng general obligation debt and guaranteed
revenue debt, including the proposed debt, and the highest
aggregate annual paynents for the then current year or any
subsequent fiscal year of the state under all contracts then in
force to which the provisions of the second paragraph of Article
| X, Section VI, Paragraph I(a) of the Constitution of 1976 are
applicabl e, exceed 10 percent of the total revenue receipts,
| ess refunds of the state treasury in the fiscal year
i mmedi ately preceding the year in which any such debt is to be
i ncurred.

(c) No debt may be incurred under subparagraphs (c) and (d) of
Paragraph | of this section at any tinme when the term of the
debt is in excess of 25 years.

(d) No guaranteed revenue debt may be incurred to finance
wat er or sewage treatnment facilities or systems when the hi ghest
aggregate annual debt service requirenments for the then current
year or any subsequent fiscal year of the state for outstanding
or proposed guaranteed revenue debt for water facilities or
systens or sewage facilities or systens exceed 1 percent of the
total revenue receipts less refunds, of the state treasury in
the fiscal year immediately preceding the year in which any such
debt is to be incurred.

(e) The aggregate anmpbunt of guaranteed revenue debt incurred
to nmake | oans for educational purposes that my be outstandi ng
at any time shall not exceed $18 million, and the aggregate
amount of guaranteed revenue debt incurred to purchase, or to
| end or deposit against the security of, |loans for educati onal
pur poses that may be outstanding at any tinme shall not exceed
$72 mllion.

Paragraph 11l. State general obligation debt and guaranteed revenue
stating the purposes, in general or specific terns, for which
such issue of debt is to be incurred, specifying the maxi num
princi pal amount of such issue and appropriating an anount at
| east sufficient to pay the highest annual debt service

requi rements for such issue. Al such appropriations for debt
servi ce purposes shall not |apse for any reason and shal
continue in effect until the debt for which such appropriation
was aut horized shall have been incurred, but the Genera
Assenbly may repeal any such appropriation at any time prior
to the incurring of such debt. The General Assenbly shal

rai se by taxation and appropriate each fiscal year, in
addition to the sum necessary to nmake all paynments required
under contracts entitled to the protection of the second

par agraph of Paragraph I(a), Section VI, Article | X of the
Constitution of 1976, such anounts as are necessary to pay
debt service requirements in such fiscal year on all genera
obl i gati on debt.

(2) (A) The Ceneral Assenbly shall appropriate to a speci al
trust fund to be designated "State of Georgia Genera

bl i gation Debt Sinking Fund" such anpbunts as are necessary
to pay annual debt service requirenents on all general
obligation debt. The sinking fund shall be used solely for



the retirement of general obligation debt payable fromthe
fund. If for any reason the nonies in the sinking fund are
insufficient to make, when due, all paynents required with
respect to such general obligation debt, the first revenues
thereafter received in the general fund of the state shal
be set aside by the appropriate state fiscal officer to the
extent necessary to cure the deficiency and shall be
deposited by the fiscal officer into the sinking fund. The
appropriate state fiscal officer my be required to set
asi de and apply such revenues at the suit of any hol der of
any general obligation debt incurred under this section.

(B) The obligation to make sinking fund deposits as
provi ded in subparagraph (2)(A) shall be subordinate to the
obligation i nposed upon the fiscal officers of the state
pursuant to the provisions of the second paragraph of
Paragraph 1 (a) of Section VI of Article I X of the
Constitution of 1976.

(b) (1) Guaranteed revenue debt may not be incurred until

| egi sl ati on has been enacted authorizing the guarantee of the
specific issue of revenue obligations then proposed, reciting
that the General Assenbly has determ ned such obligations wll
be self-liquidating over the life of the issue (which
determ nation shall be conclusive), specifying the maxi mum
princi pal anobunt of such issue and appropriating an anount at
| east equal to the highest annual debt service requirenents
for such issue.

(2) (A) Each appropriation made for the purposes of
subparagraph (b)(1) shall be paid upon the issuance of said
obligations into a special trust fund to be designated
"State of CGeorgia Guaranteed Revenue Debt Commpn Reserve
Fund" to be held together with all other suns simlarly
appropriated as a common reserve for any paynents which may
be required by virtue of any guarantee entered into in
connection with any issue of guaranteed revenue

obligati ons. No appropriations for the benefit of

guar anteed revenue debt shall |apse unless repeal ed prior
to the paynent of the appropriation into the conmopn reserve
fund.

(B) If any paynents are required to be made fromthe
common reserve fund to nmeet debt service requirements on
guar ant eed revenue obligations by virtue of an
i nsufficiency of revenues, the anpunt necessary to cure the
deficiency shall be paid fromthe conmmon reserve fund by
the appropriate state fiscal officer. Upon any such
payment, the common reserve fund shall be reinbursed from
t he general funds of the state within ten days foll ow ng
the commencenent of any fiscal year of the state for any
anpunts so paid; provided, however, the obligation to nake
any such rei nbursenents shall be subordinate to the
obligation inposed upon the fiscal officers of the state
pursuant to the second paragraph of Paragraph I(a) of
Section VI, Article I X of the Constitution of 1976 and
shall al so be subordinate to the obligation to nmake sinking
fund deposits for the benefit of general obligation debt.
The appropriate state fiscal officer may be required to
apply such funds as provided in this subparagraph (b)(2)(B)
at the suit of any holder of any such guaranteed revenue
obl i gati ons.



(C) The amount to the credit of the comopn reserve fund
shall at all times be at | east equal to the aggregate
hi ghest annual debt service requirenents on all outstanding
guar ant eed revenue obligations entitled to the benefit of
the fund. |If at the end of any fiscal year of the state
the fund is in excess of the required anmount, the
appropriate state fiscal officer, as designated by | aw,
shall transfer the excess amount to the general funds of
the state free of said trust.

(c) The funds in the general obligation debt sinking fund and
t he guaranteed revenue debt common reserve fund shall be as
fully invested as is practicable, consistent with the
requirenments to make current principal and interest paynents.
Any such investnents shall be restricted to obligations
constituting direct and general obligations of the United States
governnment or obligations unconditionally guaranteed as to the
paynment of principal and interest by the United States
governnment, maturing no | onger than 12 nonths from date of
pur chase.

Par agraph V. Certain contracts prohibited. The state, and all
state institutions, departnments and agencies of the state are
prohi bited fromentering into any contract, except contracts
pertaining to guaranteed revenue debt, with any public agency,
public corporation, authority, or simlar entity if such
contract is intended to constitute security for bonds or other
obligations issued by any such public agency, public
corporation, or authority and, in the event any contract between
the state, or any state institution, departnent or agency of the
state and any public agency, public corporation, authority or
simlar entity, or any revenues from any such contract, is
pl edged or assigned as security for the repaynent of bonds or
ot her obligations, then and in either such event, the
appropriation or expenditure of any funds of the state for the
paynment of obligations under any such contract shall |ikew se be
pr ohi bi t ed.

Par agraph V. Refunding of debt. The state mmy incur general
obl i gati on debt or guaranteed revenue debt to fund or refund any
such debt or to fund or refund any obligations issued upon the
security of contracts to which the provisions of the second
par agraph of Paragraph I(a), Section VI, Article | X of the
Constitution of 1976 are applicable. The issuance of any such
debt for the purposes of said funding or refunding shall be
subject to the 10 percent limtation in Paragraph I1(b) of this
section to the sanme extent as debt incurred under Paragraph | of
this section; provided, however, in making such conputation the
annual debt service requirenments and annual contract paynents
remai ni ng on the debt or obligations being funded or refunded
shall not be taken into account. The issuance of such debt may
be acconplished by resolution of the Georgia State Financing and
| nvest ment Commi ssion without any action on the part of the
Ceneral Assenbly and any appropriation made or required to be
made with respect to the debt or obligation being funded or
refunded shall imediately attach and inure to the benefit of
the obligations to be issued in connection with such funding or
refundi ng. Debt incurred in connection with any such funding or
refundi ng shall be the same as that originally authorized by the
CGeneral Assenbly, except that general obligation debt may be
incurred to fund or refund obligations issued upon the security
of contracts to which the provisions of the second paragraph of
Paragraph 1(a), Section VI, Article I X of the Constitution of



1976 are applicable and the continuing appropriations required
to be made under this Constitution shall imediately attach and
inure to the benefit of the obligation to be issued in
connection with such funding or refunding with the same force
and effect as though said obligations so funded or refunded had
originally been issued as a general obligation debt authorized
hereunder. The termof a funding or refunding issue pursuant to
t hi s Paragraph shall not extend beyond the term of the original
debt or obligation and the total interest on the funding or
refundi ng i ssue shall not exceed the total interest to be paid
on such original debt or obligation. The principal anmount of
any debt issued in connection with such funding or refunding may
exceed the principal anmount being funded or refunded to the
extent necessary to provide for the paynment of any prem um

t hereby i ncurred.

Paragraph VI. Faith and credit of state pledged debt nmay be
val idated. The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state
are hereby pledged to the paynent of all public debt incurred
under this article and all such debt and the interest on the
debt shall be exenpt from taxation. Such debt may be vali dated
by judicial proceedings in the manner provided by [aw. Such
val i dation shall be incontestable and concl usive.

Paragraph VII. Georgia State Financing and | nvest nent
Conmmi ssion; duties. (a) There shall be a Georgia State Financing
and I nvestnent Conm ssion. The conmm ssion shall consist of the
Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, the State Auditor, the Attorney Ceneral, the
director, Fiscal Division, Department of Adm nistrative
Services, or such other officer as may be designated by | aw, and
t he Comm ssioner of Agriculture. The comm ssion shall be
responsi ble for the issuance of all public debt and for the
proper application, as provided by |law, of the proceeds of such
debt to the purposes for which it is incurred; provided,
however, the proceeds from guaranteed revenue obligations shal
be paid to the issuer thereof and such proceeds and the
application thereof shall be the responsibility of such issuer.
Debt to be incurred at the sane tinme for nore than one purpose
may be conbined in one issue wthout stating the purpose
separately but the proceeds thereof nust be allocated, disbursed
and used solely in accordance with the original purpose and
wi t hout exceedi ng the principal anount authorized for each
purpose set forth in the authorization of the General Assenbly
and to the extent not so used shall be used to purchase and
retire public debt. The conm ssion shall be responsible for the
i nvestment of all proceeds to be adm nistered by it and, as
provi ded by law, the incone earned on any such investnments may
be used to pay operating expenses of the comm ssion or placed in
a common debt retirement fund and used to purchase and retire
any public debt, or any bonds or obligations issued by any
public agency, public corporation or authority which are secured
by a contract to which the provisions of the second paragraph of
Paragraph 1 (a) of Section VI, Article | X of the Constitution of
1976 are applicable. The comm ssion shall have such additional
responsibilities, powers, and duties as are provided by |aw.

(b) Notw t hstandi ng subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph,
proceeds from general obligation debt issued for nmaking | oans to
| ocal governnment entities for water or sewerage facilities or
systenms or for regional or multijurisdictional solid waste
recycling or solid waste facilities or systenms as provided in
Par agraph I (e) of this section shall be paid or transferred to



and adni ni stered and invested by the unit of state governnent or
state authority made responsible by |aw for such activities, and
t he proceeds and i nvestnment earnings thereof shall be applied
and di sbursed by such unit or authority.

Paragraph VIII1. State aid forbidden. Except as provided in
this Constitution, the credit of the state shall not be pl edged
or | oaned to any individual, conpany, corporation, or
association. The state shall not becone a joint owner or
stockholder in or with any individual, conpany, association, or
cor porati on.

Paragraph |1 X. Construction. Paragraphs | through VIII of this
section are for the purpose of providing an effective nethod of
financing the state's needs and their provisions and any | aw now
or hereafter enacted by the General Assenbly in furtherance of
their provisions shall be liberally construed to effect such
pur pose. Insofar as any such provisions or any such | aw my be
i nconsistent with any other provisions of this Constitution or
of any other |aw, the provisions of such Paragraphs and | aws
enacted in furtherance of such Paragraphs shall be controlling;
provi ded, however, the provisions of such Paragraphs shall not
be so broadly construed as to cause the same to be
unconstitutional and in connection with any such construction
such Paragraphs shall be deemed to contain such inplied
limtations as shall be required to acconplish the foregoing.

Par agraph X. Assunption of debts forbidden; exceptions. The
state shall not assune the debt, or any part thereof, of any
county, nunicipality, or other political subdivision of the
state, unless such debt be contracted to enable the state to
repel invasion, suppress civil disorders or insurrection, or
defend itself in tinme of war

Paragraph Xl. Section not to unlawfully inpair contracts or
revive obligations previously voided. The provisions of this

section shall not be construed so as to:

(a) Unlawfully inpair the obligation of any contract in effect
on June 30, 1983.

(b) Revive or permt the revival of the obligation of any bond
or security declared to be void by the Constitution of 1976 or
any previous Constitution of this state.



ARTI CLE M I I.
EDUCATI ON

SECTI ON |I.
PUBLI C EDUCATI ON

Paragraph |. Public education; free public education prior to
col | ege or postsecondary | evel; support by taxation. The
provi sion of an adequate public education for the citizens shal
be a primary obligation of the State of Georgia. Public
education for the citizens prior to the college or postsecondary
| evel shall be free and shall be provided for by taxation. The
expense of other public education shall be provided for in such
manner and in such anount as may be provided by | aw.

SECTION I1.
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

Paragraph |I. State Board of Education. (a) There shall be a
State Board of Education which shall consist of one nenber from
each congressional district in the state appointed by the
Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The Governor shall not be
a menber of said board. The ten nenbers in office on June 30,
1983, shall serve out the remainder of their respective terns.
As each term of office expires, the Governor shall appoint a
successor as herein provided. The terns of office of all nmenbers
appointed after the effective date of this Constitution shall be
for seven years. Menbers shall serve until their successors are

appoi nted and qualified. In the event of a vacancy on the board
by death, resignation, renoval, or any reason other than
expiration of a nenber's term the Governor shall fill such

vacancy; and the person so appointed shall serve until confirnmed
by the Senate and, upon confirmation, shall serve for the
unexpired termof office.

(b) The State Board of Education shall have such powers and
duties as provided by |aw.

(c) The State Board of Educati on may accept bequests,
donations, grants, and transfers of |and, buildings, and other
property for the use of the state educati onal system

(d) The qualifications, conpensation, and renoval fromoffice
of the nmenbers of the board of education shall be as provi ded by
| aw.

SECTION 11
STATE SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT

Paragraph |I. State School Superintendent. There shall be a
State School Superintendent, who shall be the executive officer
of the State Board of Education, elected at the same tinme and in
t he same manner and for the same term as that of the Governor.
The State School Superintendent shall have such qualifications
and shall be paid such conpensation as may be fixed by law. No
menber of the State Board of Education shall be eligible for
el ection as State School Superintendent during the time for
whi ch such nmenber shall have been appoi nt ed.



SECTI ON | V.
BOARD OF REGENTS

Paragraph 1. University System of Georgia; board of regents.
(a) There shall be a Board of Regents of the University System
of Georgia which shall consist of one nenber from each
congressional district in the state and five additional nmenbers
fromthe state at |arge, appointed by the Governor and confirnmed
by the Senate. The Governor shall not be a nenmber of said
board. The nmenbers in office on June 30, 1983, shall serve out
the remai nder of their respective terms. As each termof office
expi res, the Governor shall appoint a successor as herein
provided. All such terns of nenbers shall be for seven years.
Menmbers shall serve until their successors are appointed and

qualified. 1In the event of a vacancy on the board by death,
resignation, renoval, or any reason other than the expiration of
a nember's term the Governor shall fill such vacancy; and the

person so appointed shall serve until confirmed by the Senate
and, upon confirmation, shall serve for the unexpired term of
of fice.

(b) The board of regents shall have the exclusive authority to
create new public colleges, junior colleges, and universities in
the State of Georgia, subject to approval by mapjority vote in
t he House of Representatives and the Senate. Such vote shal
not be required to change the status of a college, institution
or university existing on the effective date of this
Constitution. The governnent, control, and managenment of the
University System of CGeorgia and all of the institutions in said
system shall be vested in the Board of Regents of the University
System of GCeorgi a.

(c) Al appropriations nmade for the use of any or al
institutions in the university systemshall be paid to the board
of regents in a lunp sum wth the power and authority in said
board to allocate and distribute the sane anong the institutions
under its control in such way and manner and in such anmounts as
will further an efficient and econom cal adm nistration of the
university system

(d) The board of regents may hold, purchase, |ease, sell,
convey, or otherw se dispose of public property, execute
conveyances thereon, and utilize the proceeds arising therefrom
may exercise the power of em nent domain in the manner provided
by Iaw; and shall have such other powers and duties as provided
by | aw.

(e) The board of regents may accept bequests, donations,
grants, and transfers of |and, buildings, and other property for
the use of the University System of Georgi a.

(f) The qualifications, conpensation, and renoval fromoffice
of the nmenmbers of the board of regents shall be as provided by
| aw.

SECTI ON V.
LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS



Par agraph 1. School systens continued; consolidation of schoo
systens authorized; new i ndependent school systens prohibited.
Aut hority is granted to county and area boards of education to
establish and maintain public schools within their limts.

Exi sting county and i ndependent school systens shall be
continued, except that the General Assenbly may provide by | aw
for the consolidation of two or nore county school systens,

i ndependent school systens, portions thereof, or any conbination
thereof into a single county or area school system under the
control and managenent of a county or area board of education,
under such ternms and conditions as the General Assenbly nmay
prescribe; but no such consolidation shall become effective
until approved by a mpjority of the qualified voters voting
thereon in each separate school system proposed to be

consol idated. No independent school system shall hereafter be
est abl i shed.

Paragraph 1. Boards of education. Each school system shall be
under the managenent and control of a board of education, the
menbers of which shall be elected as provided by |law. Schoo
board nmenbers shall reside within the territory enbraced by the
school system and shall have such conpensati on and additi onal
qualifications as nay be provided by law. Any board of
education to which the nenbers are appointed as of Decenber 31,
1992, shall continue as an appoi nted board of education through
Decenmber 31, 1993, and the appointed nmenbers of such board of
education who are in office on Decenber 31, 1992, shall continue
in office as nmenbers of such appointed board until Decenber 31,
1993, on which date the terns of office of all appointed nenbers
shal | end.

Paragraph 111. School superintendents. There shall be a school
superi ntendent of each system appointed by the board of
educati on who shall be the executive officer of the board of
educati on and shall have such qualifications, powers, and duties
as provided by general law. Any elected school superintendent
in office on January 1, 1993, shall continue to serve out the
remai nder of his or her respective termof office and shall be
repl aced by an appointee of the board of education at the
expiration of such term

Par agraph 1V. Reserved.

Par agraph V. Power of boards to contract with each other. (a)
Any two or nore boards of education may contract with each ot her
for the care, education, and transportation of pupils and for
such other activities as they may be authorized by law to
perform

(b) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for the sharing of
facilities or services by and between | ocal boards of education
under such joint adm nistrative authority as may be authori zed.

Par agraph VI. Power of boards to accept bequests, donations,
grants, and transfers. The board of education of each school
system may accept bequests, donations, grants, and transfers of
| and, buil dings, and other property for the use of such system

Paragraph VII1. Special schools. (a) The General Assenbly may
provide by |law for the creation of special schools in such areas
as may require them and nmay provide for the participation of
| ocal boards of education in the establishnment of such schools
under such ternms and conditions as it may provide; but no bonded



i ndebt edness may be incurred nor a school tax |levied for the
support of special schools w thout the approval of a majority of
the qualified voters voting thereon in each of the systens
affected. Any special schools shall be operated in conformty
with regul ations of the State Board of Education pursuant to
provisions of |law. The state is authorized to expend funds for
t he support and mai ntenance of special schools in such anmount
and manner as may be provided by | aw.

(b) Not hing contained herein shall be construed to affect the
authority of | ocal boards of education or of the state to
support and mai ntain special schools created prior to June 30,
1983.

SECTI ON VI .
LOCAL TAXATI ON FOR EDUCATI ON

Paragraph 1. Local taxation for education. (a) The board of
educati on of each school system shall annually certify to its
fiscal authority or authorities a school tax not greater than 20
mlls per dollar for the support and mai ntenance of education.
Said fiscal authority or authorities shall annually |levy said
tax upon the assessed value of all taxable property within the
territory served by said school system provided that the |evy
made by an area board of education, which |Ievy shall not be
greater than 20 mlls per dollar, shall be in such amunt and
within such limts as may be prescribed by I ocal |aw applicable
t hereto.

(b) School tax funds shall be expended only for the support
and mai ntenance of public schools, public vocational-technical
school s, public education, and activities necessary or
incidental thereto, including school lunch purposes.

(c) The 20 m Il limtation provided for in subparagraph (a) of
t hi s Paragraph shall not apply to those school systens which are
aut hori zed on June 30, 1983, to levy a school tax in excess
t her eof .

(d) The method of certification and |evy of the school tax
provi ded for in subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph shall not
apply to those systens that are authorized on June 30, 1983, to
utilize a different nmethod of certification and |evy of such
tax; but the General Assenbly may by |aw require that such
systens be brought into conformty with the nethod of
certification and | evy herein provided.

Paragraph Il. Increasing or renmoving tax rate. The m ||
limtation in effect on June 30, 1983, for any school system nay
be increased or renoved by action of the respective boards of
education, but only after such action has been approved by a
majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in the
particul ar school systemto be affected in the manner provided
by | aw.

Paragraph 1l1l. School tax collection reimbursenment. The
General Assenbly may by general |aw require | ocal boards of
education to reinburse the appropriate governing authority for
the collection of school taxes, provided that any rate
establ i shed may be reduced by | ocal act.



Paragraph 1V. Sales tax for educational purposes. (a) The
board of education of each school district in a county in which
no i ndependent school district is |located may by resol ution and
t he board of education of each county school district and the
board of education of each independent school district |ocated
within such county may by concurrent resolutions inpose, |evy,
and collect a sales and use tax for educational purposes of such
school districts conditioned upon approval by a majority of the
qualified voters residing within the limts of the |ocal taxing
jurisdiction voting in a referendum thereon. This tax shall be
at the rate of 1 percent and shall be inposed for a period of
time not to exceed five years, but in all other respects, except
as otherw se provided in this Paragraph, shall correspond to and
be levied in the sane manner as the tax provided for by Article
3 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Oficial Code of Georgia
Annot ated, relating to the special county 1 percent sales and
use tax, as now or hereafter anmended. Proceedings for the
rei mposition of such tax shall be in the sane manner as
proceedings for the initial inposition of the tax, but the newy
aut hori zed tax shall not be inposed until the expiration of the
tax then in effect.

(b) The purpose or purposes for which the proceeds of the tax
are to be used and may be expended i ncl ude:

(1) Capital outlay projects for educational purposes;

(2) The retirenent of previously incurred general
obligation debt with respect only to capital outlay projects
of the school system provided, however, that the tax
aut hori zed under this Paragraph shall only be expended for the
pur pose aut horized under this subparagraph (b)(2) if all ad
val orem property taxes |evied or scheduled to be levied prior
to the maturity of any such then outstandi ng general
obligation debt to be retired by the proceeds of the tax
i nposed under this Paragraph shall be reduced by a total
ampunt equal to the total amount of proceeds of the tax
i nposed under this Paragraph to be applied to retire such
bonded i ndebtedness. In the event of failure to conply with
the requirenments of this subparagraph (b)(2), as certified by
t he Department of Revenue, no further funds shall be expended
under this subparagraph (b)(2) by such county or independent
board of education and all such funds shall be maintained in a
separate, restricted account and held solely for the
expenditure for future capital outlay projects for educational
pur poses; or

(3) A conbination of the foregoing.

(c) The resolution calling for the inmposition of the tax and
t he ball ot question shall each descri be:

(1) The specific capital outlay projects to be funded, or
the specific debt to be retired, or both, if applicable;

(2) The maxi mum cost of such project or projects and, if
appl i cabl e, the maxi mum anount of debt to be retired, which
cost and anount of debt shall also be the maxi num amount of
net proceeds to be raised by the tax; and

(3) The maxi mum period of tine, to be stated in cal endar
years or cal endar quarters and not to exceed five years.



(d) Nothing in this Paragraph shall prohibit a county and
t hose nmunicipalities located in such county frominposing as
addi tional taxes l|ocal sales and use taxes authorized by general
I aw.

(e) The tax inposed pursuant to this Paragraph shall not be
subject to and shall not count with respect to any general |aw
limtation regarding the maxi num anount of |ocal sal es and use
taxes which may be levied in any jurisdiction in this state.

(f) The tax inposed pursuant to this Paragraph shall not be
subj ect to any sales and use tax exenption with respect to the
sal e or use of food and beverages which is inposed by |aw.

(g) The net proceeds of the tax shall be distributed between
the county school district and the independent school districts,
or portion thereof, located in such county according to the
ratio the student enrollnment in each school district, or portion
t hereof, bears to the total student enrollnment of all school
districts in the county or upon such other fornula for
distribution as may be authorized by [ocal |aw. For purposes of
t hi s subparagraph, student enroll ment shall be based on the
| atest FTE count prior to the referendum on inposing the tax.

(h) Excess proceeds of the tax which remain follow ng
expendi ture of proceeds for authorized projects or purposes for
education shall be used solely for the purpose of reducing any
i ndebt edness of the school system In the event there is no
i ndebt edness, such excess proceeds shall be used by such school
system for the purpose of reducing its mllage rate in an anount
equi val ent to the anount of such excess proceeds.

(i) The tax authorized by this Paragraph may be inposed,
| evied, and collected as provided in this Paragraph w thout
further action by the General Assenbly, but the General Assenbly
shall be authorized by general law to further define and
i mpl ement its provisions including, but not limted to, the
authority to specify the percentage of net proceeds to be
al l ocated anong the projects and purposes for which the tax was
l evi ed.

(j) (1) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of any constitutional
amendnent continued in force and effect pursuant to Article
Xl, Section |, Paragraph IV(a) and except as otherw se
provi ded in subparagraph (j)(2) of this Paragraph, any
political subdivision whose ad val oremtaxing powers are
restricted pursuant to such a constitutional amendnent nmay
receive the proceeds of the tax authorized under this

Par agraph or of any | ocal sales and use tax authorized by
general |aw, or any conbi nation of such taxes, w thout any
corresponding limtation of its ad val oremtaxing powers which
woul d ot herwi se be required under such constitutional
amendnment .

(2) The restriction on and limtation of ad val orem taxing
powers described in subparagraph (j)(1) of this Paragraph
shall remain applicable with respect to proceeds received from
the levy of a |ocal sales and use tax specifically authorized
by a constitutional anmendnent in force and effect pursuant to
Article XlI, Section I, Paragraph IV(a), as opposed to a |oca
sal es and use tax authorized by this Paragraph or by general
I aw.



SECTI ON VI | .
EDUCATI ONAL ASSI STANCE

Paragraph |. Educati onal assistance prograns authorized. (a)
Pursuant to | aws now or hereafter enacted by the Genera
Assenbly, public funds nay be expended for any of the follow ng
pur poses:

(1) To provide grants, schol arships, |oans, or other
assi stance to students and to parents of students for
educati onal purposes.

(2) To provide for a program of guaranteed |oans to
students and to parents of students for educational purposes
and to pay interest, interest subsidies, and fees to | enders
on such | oans. The General Assenbly is authorized to provide
such tax exenptions to |l enders as shall be deened advisable in
connection with such program

(3) To match funds now or hereafter avail able for student
assi stance pursuant to any federal |aw.

(4) To provide grants, schol arships, |oans, or other
assi stance to public enpl oyees for educational purposes.

(5) To provide for the purchase of |oans nade to students
for educational purposes who have conpleted a program of study
ina field in which critical shortages exist and for
cancel | ati on of repaynent of such | oans, interest, and charges
t her eon.

(b) Contributions nmade in support of any educati onal
assi stance program now or hereafter established under provisions
of this section may be deductible for state inconme tax purposes
as now or hereafter provided by |aw

(c) The General Assenbly shall be authorized by general law to
provi de for an education trust fund to assist students and
parents of students in financing postsecondary education and to
provide for contracts between the fund and purchasers for the
advance paynent of tuition by each purchaser for a qualified
beneficiary to attend a state institution of higher education.
Such general |aw shall provide for such ternms, conditions, and
[imtations as the General Assenbly shall deem necessary for the
i npl ementation of this subparagraph. Notw thstandi ng any
provi sion of this Constitution to the contrary, the General
Assenbly shall be authorized to provide for the guarantee of
such contracts with state revenues.

Par agraph 1. Guaranteed revenue debt. Quaranteed revenue debt
may be incurred to provide funds to make | oans to students and
to parents of students for educati onal purposes, to purchase
| oans nmade to students and to parents of students for
educati onal purposes, or to Il end or make deposits of such funds
with | enders which shall be secured by | oans made to students
and to parents of students for educational purposes. Any such
debt shall be incurred in accordance with the procedures and
requi renments of Article VII, Section IV of this Constitution.

Paragraph 111. Public authorities. Public authorities or
public corporations heretofore or hereafter created for such



pur poses shall be authorized to adm ni ster educati onal
assi stance prograns and, in connection therewith, may exercise
such powers as may now or hereafter be provided by |aw

Paragraph 1'V. Waiver of tuition. The Board of Regents of the
Uni versity System of CGeorgia shall be authorized to establish
prograns allow ng attendance at units of the University System
of Georgia without paynment of tuition or other fees, but the
Ceneral Assenbly may provide by |aw for the establishnent of any
such program for the benefit of elderly citizens of the state.



ARTI CLE | X
COUNTI ES AND MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS

SECTI ON I.
COUNTI ES

Paragraph |I. Counties a body corporate and politic. Each
county shall be a body corporate and politic with such governing
authority and with such powers and |limtations as are provided
in this Constitution and as provided by |law. The governing
authorities of the several counties shall remain as prescribed
by law on June 30, 1983, until otherw se provided by |aw.

Paragraph 11. Nunber of counties limted; county boundaries
and county sites; county consolidation. (a) There shall not be

more than 159 counties in this state.

(b) The nmetes and bounds of the several counties and the
county sites shall remain as prescribed by | aw on June 30, 1983,
unl ess changed under the operation of a general |aw.

(c) The General Assenbly may provide by |aw for the
consolidation of two or nore counties into one or the division
of a county and the nmerger of portions thereof into other
counties under such ternms and conditions as it may prescribe;
but no such consolidation, division, or nmerger shall beconme
effective unl ess approved by a majority of the qualified voters
voting thereon in each of the counties proposed to be
consol i dated, divided, or nerged.

Paragraph 11l. County officers; election; term conpensation.
(a) The clerk of the superior court, judge of the probate court,
sheriff, tax receiver, tax collector, and tax conm ssi oner,
where such office has replaced the tax receiver and tax
coll ector, shall be elected by the qualified voters of their
respective counties for terns of four years and shall have such
qual i fications, powers, and duties as provided by general |aw.

(b) County officers listed in subparagraph (a) of this
Par agraph may be on a fee basis, salary basis, or fee basis
suppl enmented by salary, in such manner as may be directed by
aw. M ninmum conpensation for said county officers my be
establi shed by the General Assenbly by general |aw. Such
m ni mum conpensati on nmay be suppl enmented by |ocal law or, if
such authority is delegated by local |aw, by action of the
county governi ng authority.

(c) The General Assenbly may consolidate the offices of tax
receiver and tax collector into the office of tax comm ssi oner.

Paragraph IV. Civil service systens. The General Assenbly nay
by general |aw authorize the establishnment by county governing
authorities of civil service systens covering county enpl oyees
or covering county enpl oyees and enpl oyees of the el ected county
of ficers.

SECTION II.
HOVE RULE FOR COUNTI ES AND MUNI ClI PALI TI ES



Paragraph |I. Home rule for counties. (a) The governing
authority of each county shall have |egislative power to adopt
clearly reasonabl e ordi nances, resolutions, or regul ations
relating to its property, affairs, and | ocal governnent for
whi ch no provi sion has been nmade by general |aw and which is not
inconsistent with this Constitution or any |local |aw applicable
thereto. Any such local |aw shall remain in force and effect
until anmended or repeal ed as provided in subparagraph (b).
This, however, shall not restrict the authority of the General
Assenbly by general law to further define this power or to
broaden, limt, or otherw se regulate the exercise thereof. The
Ceneral Assenbly shall not pass any local law to repeal, nodify,
or supersede any action taken by a county governing authority
under this section except as authorized under subparagraph (c)
her eof .

(b) Except as provided in subparagraph (c), a county may, as
an incident of its hone rule power, anend or repeal the |oca
acts applicable to its governing authority by follow ng either
of the procedures hereinafter set forth:

(1) Such local acts may be anended or repealed by a
resol ution or ordinance duly adopted at two regul ar
consecutive neetings of the county governing authority not
| ess than seven nor nore than 60 days apart. A notice
contai ning a synopsis of the proposed anendnment or repea
shall be published in the official county organ once a week
for three weeks within a period of 60 days i mmedi ately
preceding its final adoption. Such notice shall state that a
copy of the proposed amendnment or repeal is on file in the
office of the clerk of the superior court of the county for
t he purpose of exam nation and inspection by the public. The
clerk of the superior court shall furnish anyone, upon witten
request, a copy of the proposed anendnent or repeal. No
amendnment or repeal hereunder shall be valid to change or
repeal an anmendnent adopted pursuant to a referendum as
provided in (2) of this subparagraph or to change or repeal a
| ocal act of the General Assenbly ratified in a referendum by
the electors of such county unless at |east 12 nonths have
el apsed after such referendum No amendnent hereunder shall
be valid if inconsistent with any provision of this
Constitution or if provision has been made therefor by general
| aw.

(2) Amendnents to or repeals of such |local acts or
ordi nances, resolutions, or regulations adopted pursuant to
subparagraph (a) hereof may be initiated by a petition filed
with the judge of the probate court of the county contai ning,
in cases of counties with a population of 5,000 or |ess, the
signatures of at |east 25 percent of the electors registered
to vote in the |ast general election; in cases of counties
wi th a popul ation of nore than 5,000 but not nore than 50, 000,
at | east 20 percent of the electors registered to vote in the
| ast general election; and, in cases of a county with a
popul ati on of nore than 50,000, at |east 10 percent of the
el ectors registered to vote in the |ast general election,
whi ch petition shall specifically set forth the exact |anguage
of the proposed anendnent or repeal. The judge of the probate
court shall determne the validity of such petition within 60
days of its being filed with the judge of the probate court.
In the event the judge of the probate court determ nes that
such petition is valid, it shall be his duty to issue the call
for an election for the purpose of submtting such anmendnment



or repeal to the registered electors of the county for their
approval or rejection. Such call shall be issued not |ess
than ten nor nore than 60 days after the date of the filing of
the petition. He shall set the date of such election for a
day not |ess than 60 nor nore than 90 days after the date of
such filing. The judge of the probate court shall cause a
notice of the date of said election to be published in the
of ficial organ of the county once a week for three weeks

i medi ately preceding such date. Said notice shall also
contain a synopsis of the proposed anmendnent or repeal and
shall state that a copy thereof is on file in the office of
the judge of the probate court of the county for the purpose
of exam nation and inspection by the public. The judge of the
probate court shall furnish anyone, upon witten request, a

copy of the proposed amendnent or repeal. |If nore than
one-half of the votes cast on such question are for approval
of the anmendnent or repeal, it shall becone of full force and

effect; otherwise, it shall be void and of no force and
effect. The expense of such election shall be borne by the
county, and it shall be the duty of the judge of the probate
court to hold and conduct such election. Such election shall
be held under the sanme | aws and rul es and regul ati ons as
govern speci al elections, except as otherw se provided herein.
It shall be the duty of the judge of the probate court to
canvass the returns and declare and certify the result of the
election. It shall be his further duty to certify the result
thereof to the Secretary of State in accordance with the
provi si ons of subparagraph (g) of this Paragraph. A

ref erendum on any such anmendnent or repeal shall not be held
nore often than once each year. No anendnent hereunder shal
be valid if inconsistent with any provision of this
Constitution or if provision has been nmade therefor by general
| aw.

In the event that the judge of the probate court determ nes
t hat such petition was not valid, he shall cause to be
published in explicit detail the reasons why such petition is
not valid; provided, however, that, in any proceeding in which
the validity of the petition is at issue, the tribunal
consi dering such issue shall not be limted by the reasons
assigned. Such publication shall be in the official organ of
the county in the week imrediately follow ng the date on which
such petition is declared to be not valid.

(c) The power granted to counties in subparagraphs (a) and (b)
above shall not be construed to extend to the followi ng matters
or any other matters which the General Assenbly by general |aw
has preempted or may hereafter preenpt, but such matters shal
be the subject of general |aw or the subject of |ocal acts of
the General Assenmbly to the extent that the enactnment of such
| ocal acts is otherwise permtted under this Constitution:

(1) Action affecting any elective county office, the
sal aries thereof, or the personnel thereof, except the
personnel subject to the jurisdiction of the county governing
authority.

(2) Action affecting the conposition, form procedure for
el ection or appointnent, conpensation, and expenses and
al l owmances in the nature of conpensation of the county
governing authority.



(3) Action defining any crimnal offense or providing for
crimnal punishnment.

(4) Action adopting any form of taxation beyond that
aut horized by law or by this Constitution.

(5) Action extending the power of regulation over any
busi ness activity regulated by the Georgia Public Service
Conmi ssi on beyond that authorized by |ocal or general |aw or
by this Constitution.

(6) Action affecting the exercise of the power of em nent
domai n.

(7) Action affecting any court or the personnel thereof.
(8) Action affecting any public school system

(d) The power granted in subparagraphs (a) and (b) of this
Par agraph shall not include the power to take any action
affecting the private or civil |aw governing private or civi
rel ationshi ps, except as is incident to the exercise of an
i ndependent governnental power.

(e) Nothing in subparagraphs (a), (b), (c), or (d) shall
af fect the provisions of subparagraph (f) of this Paragraph.

(f) The governing authority of each county is authorized to
fix the salary, conpensation, and expenses of those enployed by
such governing authority and to establish and naintain
retirement or pension systens, insurance, workers' conpensation,
and hospitalization benefits for said enpl oyees.

(g) No anendnent or revision of any |ocal act made pursuant to
subpar agraph (b) of this section shall beconme effective until a
copy of such amendnent or revision, a copy of the required
noti ce of publication, and an affidavit of a duly authorized
representative of the newspaper in which such notice was
published to the effect that said notice has been published as
provided in said subparagraph has been filed with the Secretary
of State. The Secretary of State shall provide for the
publication and distribution of all such amendnents and
revisions at |east annually.

Paragraph Il. Honme rule for nunicipalities. The General
Assenbly may provide by |law for the self-governnent of
muni ci palities and to that end is expressly given the authority
to delegate its power so that matters pertaining to
muni ci palities my be dealt with without the necessity of action
by the General Assenbly.

Paragraph I'l1. Supplenentary powers. (a) In addition to and
suppl enmentary of all powers possessed by or conferred upon any
county, municipality, or any conbination thereof, any county,
muni ci pality, or any conbination thereof may exercise the
foll owi ng powers and provide the follow ng services:

(1) Police and fire protection.

(2) Garbage and solid waste collection and di sposal.



(3) Public health facilities and services, including
hospi tal s, anbul ance and energency rescue services, and ani nal
control.

(4) Street and road construction and mai ntenance, including
curbs, sidewal ks, street lights, and devices to control the
flow of traffic on streets and roads constructed by counties
and municipalities or any conbi nation thereof.

(5) Parks, recreational areas, programs, and facilities.
(6) Storm water and sewage coll ection and di sposal systens.

(7) Devel opnment, storage, treatnent, purification, and
di stribution of water.

(8) Public housing.
(9) Public transportation.

(10) Libraries, archives, and arts and sciences prograns
and facilities.

(11) Term nal and dock facilities and parking facilities.

(12) Codes, including building, housing, plunmbing, and
el ectrical codes.

(13) Air quality control

(14) The power to maintain and nodify heretofore existing
retirement or pension systems, including such systens
heretof ore created by general |aws of |ocal application by
popul ation classification, and to continue in effect or nodify
ot her benefits heretofore provided as a part of or in addition
to such retirenent or pension systenms and the power to create
and maintain retirement or pension systenms for any el ected or
appoi nted public officers and enpl oyees whose conpensation is
paid in whole or in part fromcounty or nunicipal funds and
for the beneficiaries of such officers and enpl oyees.

(b) Unl ess otherwi se provided by | aw,

(1) No county may exercise any of the powers listed in
subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph or provide any service
listed therein inside the boundaries of any nmunicipality or
any other county except by contract with the nmunicipality or
county affected; and

(2) No nunicipality may exercise any of the powers |isted
i n subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph or provide any service
listed therein outside its own boundaries except by contract
with the county or nmunicipality affected.

(c) Nothing contained within this Paragraph shall operate to
prohi bit the General Assenbly from enacting general |aws
relative to the subject matters listed in subparagraph (a) of
this Paragraph or to prohibit the General Assenbly by general
law fromregulating, restricting, or limting the exercise of
the powers listed therein; but it may not w thdraw any such
powers.



(d) Except as otherw se provided in subparagraph (b) of this
Par agraph, the General Assenbly shall act upon the subject
matters listed in subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph only by
general | aw.

Par agraph 1V. Planning and zoning. The governing authority of
each county and of each nmunicipality nmy adopt plans and nay
exerci se the power of zoning. This authorization shall not
prohi bit the General Assenbly from enacting general |aws
establi shing procedures for the exercise of such power.

Par agraph V. Em nent domain. The governing authority of each

county and of each nunicipality may exercise the power of
em nent domain for any public purpose.

Par agraph VI. Special districts. As hereinafter provided in
t hi s Paragraph, special districts may be created for the
provi sion of |ocal government services within such districts;
and fees, assessnents, and taxes may be | evied and coll ected
within such districts to pay, wholly or partially, the cost of
provi di ng such services therein and to construct and maintain
facilities therefor. Such special districts my be created and
fees, assessnments, or taxes may be levied and collected therein
by any one or nore of the follow ng nethods:

(a) By general law which directly creates the districts.

(b) By general law which requires the creation of districts
under conditions specified by such general |aw.

(c) By nunicipal or county ordinance or resolution, except
that no such ordi nance or resolution nmay supersede a | aw enact ed
by the General Assenbly pursuant to subparagraphs (a) or (b) of
t hi s Paragraph.

Paragraph VII. Conmmunity redevel opnent. (a) The Cener al
Assenbly may aut horize any county, nunicipality, or housing
authority to undertake and carry out comunity redevel opnent,
whi ch may include the sale or other disposition of property
acquired by em nent domain to private enterprise for private
uses.

(b) I'n addition to the authority granted by subparagraph (a)
of this Paragraph, the General Assenbly is authorized to grant
to counties or nmunicipalities for redevel opnment purposes and in
connection with redevel opnent prograns, as such purposes and
prograns are defined by general |aw, the power to issue tax
al l ocation bonds, as defined by such |law, and the power to incur
ot her obligations, w thout either such bonds or obligations
constituting debt within the neaning of Section V of this
article, and the power to enter into contracts for any period
not exceeding 30 years with private persons, firnms,
corporations, and business entities. Notw thstanding the grant
of these powers pursuant to general |law, no county or
muni ci pality may exerci se these powers unless so authorized by
| ocal |aw and unl ess such powers are exercised in conformty
with those terns and conditions for such exercise as established
by that | ocal |aw. The provisions of any such |ocal |aw shal
conformto those requirenents established by general |aw
regardi ng such powers. No such local |aw, or any anmendnent
thereto, shall become effective unless approved in a referendum
by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in the
county or nmunicipality directly affected by that |ocal |aw.



(c) The General Assenbly is authorized to provide by genera
|aw for the creation of enterprise zones by counties or
muni ci palities, or both. Such |law may provide for exenptions,
credits, or reductions of any tax or taxes levied within such
zones by the state, a county, a nunicipality, or any conbi nation
thereof. Such exenptions shall be available only to such
persons, firnms, or corporations which create job opportunities
within the enterprise zone for unenpl oyed, |ow, and noderate
i ncome persons in accordance with the standards set forth in
such general |aw. Such general |aw shall further define
enterprise zones so as to limt such tax exenptions, credits, or
reducti ons to persons and geographic areas which are determ ned
to be underdevel oped as evi denced by the unenpl oynent rate and
t he average personal incone in the area when conpared to the
remai nder of the state. The General Assenbly may by general |aw
further define areas qualified for creation of enterprise zones
and may provide for all matters relative to the creation,
approval, and term nati on of such zones.

Paragraph VIIIlI. Limtation on the taxing power and
contri butions of counties, nunicipalities, and political
subdi vi si ons. The General Assenbly shall not authorize any
county, municipality, or other political subdivision of this
state, through taxation, contribution, or otherw se, to
appropriate noney for or to lend its credit to any person or to
any nonpublic corporation or association except for purely
charitabl e purposes.

Paragraph I X. Inmmunity of counties, nunicipalities, and schoo
districts. The General Assenbly may waive the imunity of
counties, nmunicipalities, and school districts by |aw

SECTION |11
| NTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATI ONS

Paragraph |I. Intergovernmental contracts. (a) The state, or
any institution, department, or other agency thereof, and any
county, nunicipality, school district, or other political
subdi vi sion of the state nmay contract for any period not
exceedi ng 50 years with each other or with any other public
agency, public corporation, or public authority for joint
services, for the provision of services, or for the joint or
separate use of facilities or equipnent; but such contracts nust
deal with activities, services, or facilities which the
contracting parties are authorized by |law to undertake or
provi de. By way of specific instance and not |limtation, a
mut ual undertaking by a | ocal governnment entity to borrow and an
undertaking by the state or a state authority to I end funds from
and to one another for water or sewerage facilities or systens
or for regional or multijurisdictional solid waste recycling or
solid waste facilities or systens pursuant to |aw shall be a
provision for services and an activity within the neaning of
t hi s Paragraph.

(b) Subject to such Iimtations as nay be provi ded by general
| aw, any county, nunicipality, or political subdivision thereof
may, in connection with any contracts authorized in this
Par agraph, convey any existing facilities or equipnent to the
state or to any public agency, public corporation, or public
authority.



(c) Any county, municipality, or any conbi nation thereof, my
contract with any public agency, public corporation, or public
authority for the care, maintenance, and hospitalization of its
i ndi gent sick and may as a part of such contract agree to pay
for the cost of acquisition, construction, nodernization, or
repairs of necessary l|land, buildings, and facilities by such
publ i c agency, public corporation, or public authority and
provide for the paynent of such services and the cost to such
publ i c agency, public corporation, or public authority of
acqui sition, construction, nodernization, or repair of |and,
bui I dings, and facilities fromrevenues realized by such county,
muni ci pality, or any conbination thereof from any taxes
aut horized by this Constitution or revenues derived from any
ot her source.

Paragraph 11. Local governnent reorgani zation. (a) The CGenera
Assenbly may provide by law for any matters necessary or
conveni ent to authorize the consolidation of the governnental
and corporate powers and functions vested in nunicipalities with
t he governnental and corporate powers and functions vested in a
county or counties in which such nmunicipalities are | ocated;
provi ded, however, that no such consolidation shall becone
effective unl ess separately approved by a mpjority of the
qualified voters of the county or each of the counties and of
the nmunicipality or each of the municipalities |ocated within
such county or counties containing at |east 10 percent of the
popul ation of the county in which |ocated voting thereon in such
manner as may be prescribed in such law. Such | aw may provide
procedures and requirenents for the establishnent of charter
conm ssions to draft proposed charters for the consolidated
governnent, and the General Assenbly is expressly authorized to
del egate its powers to such charter comm ssions for such
pur poses so that the governmental consolidation proposed by a
charter comm ssion may become effective without the necessity of
further action by the General Assenbly; or such law may require
that the recommendati on of any such charter comm ssion be
i npl emented by a subsequent | ocal | aw.

(b) The General Assenbly may provide by general |aw for
al ternatives other than governnental consolidation as authorized
i n subparagraph (a) above for the reorganization of county and
muni ci pal governnents, including, but not limted to, procedures
to establish a single governing body as the governing authority
of a county and a nmunicipality or nunicipalities |ocated within
such county or for the redistribution of powers between a county
and a nunicipality or nunicipalities |ocated within the county.
Such law may require the form of governnmental reorganization
aut hori zed by such |law to be approved by the qualified voters
directly affected thereby voting in such manner as nay be
required in such | aw.

(c) Nothing in this Paragraph shall be construed to limt the
authority of the General Assenbly to repeal nmunicipal charters
wi t hout a referendum

SECTI ON | V.
TAXATI ON POVNER OF COUNTY AND MUNI Cl PAL GOVERNMENTS

Paragraph |I. Power of taxation. (a) Except as otherw se
provided in this Paragraph, the governing authority of any



county, nunicipality, or combination thereof nay exercise the
power of taxation as authorized by this Constitution or by
general | aw.

(b) I'n the absence of a general |aw

(1) County governing authorities may be authorized by |oca
law to | evy and col |l ect business and occupational |icense
taxes and license fees only in the unincorporated areas of the
counties. The General Assenbly may provide that the revenues
rai sed by such tax or fee be spent for the provision of
services only in the unincorporated areas of the county.

(2) Municipal governing authorities may be authorized by
local law to levy and collect taxes and fees in the corporate
limts of the municipalities.

(c) The General Assenbly may provide by |law for the taxation
of insurance conpani es on the basis of gross direct prem uns
received frominsurance policies within the unincorporated areas
of counties. The tax authorized herein nmay be inposed by the
state or by counties or by the state for county purposes as nay
be provided by law. The General Assenbly may further provide by
| aw for the reduction, only upon taxable property within the
uni ncor porated areas of counties, of the ad valoremtax m || age
rate for county or county school district purposes or for the
reducti on of such ad valoremtax mllage rate for both such
pur poses in connection with inposing or authorizing the
i nposition of the tax authorized herein or in connection with
providing for the distribution of the proceeds derived fromthe
tax authorized herein.

Paragraph Il. Power of expenditure. The governing authority of
any county, nmunicipality, or combination thereof may expend
public funds to perform any public service or public function as
aut horized by this Constitution or by law or to perform any
ot her service or function as authorized by this Constitution or
by general | aw.

Paragraph 111. Purposes of taxation; allocation of taxes. No
| evy need state the particular purposes for which the sane was
made nor shall any taxes collected be all ocated for any
particul ar purpose, unless otherw se provided by this
Constitution or by |aw

Paragraph IV. Tax allocation; regional facilities. As used in
this Paragraph, the term"regional facilities" nmeans industria
par ks, business parks, conference centers, convention centers,
airports, athletic facilities, recreation facilities, jails or
correctional facilities, or other simlar or related economc
devel opnent parks, centers, or facilities or any conbination
thereof. Notw thstanding any other provision of this
Constitution, a county or municipality is authorized to enter
into contracts with: (1) any county which is contiguous to such
county or the county in which such nunicipality is |ocated; (2)
any municipality located in such a contiguous county or the sane
county; or (3) any conbination thereof. Any such contract my
be for the purpose of allocating the proceeds of ad val orem
t axes assessed and collected on real property located in such
county or nunicipality with such other counties or
muni ci palities with which the assessing county or nunicipality
has entered into agreenments for the devel opnent of one or nore
regional facilities and the allocation of other revenues



generated from such regional facilities. Any such regional
facility may be publicly or privately initiated. The allocation
of such tax proceeds and ot her revenues shall be determ ned by
contract between the affected |ocal governnments. Such contract
shall provide for the manner of devel opnent, operation, and
managenent of the regional facility and the sharing of expenses
anong the contracting |ocal governnents and shall specify the
percent age of ad val orem taxes and ot her revenues to be

all ocated and the nethod of allocation to each contracting | ocal
governnment. Unl ess otherw se provided by |aw, such a regional
facility will qualify for the greatest dollar amunt of incone
tax credits which nay be provided for by general |aw for any of
the counties or nunicipalities which have entered into an
agreenent for the devel opnent of the regional facility,

regardl ess of the county or nunicipality in which the business
is physically located. The authority granted to counties and
muni ci palities under this Paragraph shall be subject to any
conditions, limtations, and restrictions which my be inposed
by general | aw.

SECTI ON V.
LI M TATI ON ON LOCAL DEBT

Paragraph I. Debt |limtations of counties, municipalities, and
ot her political subdivisions. (a) The debt incurred by any
county, municipality, or other political subdivision of this
state, including debt incurred on behalf of any speci al
district, shall never exceed 10 percent of the assessed val ue of
all taxable property within such county, nunicipality, or
political subdivision; and no such county, nunicipality, or
ot her political subdivision shall incur any new debt w thout the
assent of a mpjority of the qualified voters of such county,
muni ci pality, or political subdivision voting in an election
hel d for that purpose as provided by | aw.

(b) Notw thstandi ng subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph, al
| ocal school systens which are authorized by |aw on June 30,
1983, to incur debt in excess of 10 percent of the assessed
val ue of all taxable property therein shall continue to be
aut horized to incur such debt.

Paragraph 11. Special district debt. Any county, nunicipality,
or political subdivision of this state may i ncur debt on behal f
of any special district created pursuant to Paragraph VI of
Section Il of this article. Such debt may be incurred on behal f
of such special district where the county, municipality, or
ot her political subdivision shall have, at or before the tinme of
i ncurring such debt, provided for the assessnent and coll ection
of an annual tax within the special district sufficient in
ampunt to pay the principal of and interest on such debt wthin
30 years fromthe incurrence thereof; and no such county,
muni ci pality, or other political subdivision shall incur any
debt on behalf of such special district without the assent of a
majority of the qualified voters of such special district voting
in an election held for that purpose as provided by law. No
such county, nmunicipality, or other political subdivision shal
i ncur any debt on behalf of such special district in an anount
whi ch, when taken together with all other debt outstanding
i ncurred by such county, municipality, or political subdivision
and on behalf of any such special district, exceeds 10 percent
of the assessed val ue of all taxable property within such



county, municipality, or political subdivision. The proceeds of
the tax collected as provided herein shall be placed in a
sinking fund to be held on behalf of such special district and
used exclusively to pay off the principal of and interest on
such debt thereafter maturing. Such noneys shall be held and
kept separate and apart fromall other revenues collected and
may be invested and reinvested as provided by | aw.

Paragraph 111. Refundi ng of outstanding indebtedness. The
governing authority of any county, nunicipality, or other
political subdivision of this state may provide for the
refundi ng of outstanding bonded i ndebt edness wi t hout the
necessity of a referendum being held therefor, provided that
neither the termof the original debt is extended nor the
interest rate of the original debt is increased. The principal
anmount of any debt issued in connection with such refundi ng may
exceed the principal amount being refunded in order to reduce
the total principal and interest paynent requirenments over the
remai ning termof the original issue. The proceeds of the
refundi ng i ssue shall be used solely to retire the original

debt. The original debt refunded shall not constitute debt
within the nmeani ng of Paragraph | of this section; but the
refundi ng i ssue shall constitute a debt such as will count

against the limtation on debt measured by 10 percent of
assessed val ue of taxable property as expressed in Paragraph I
of this section.

Par agraph 1V. Exceptions to debt limtations. Notw thstanding
the debt limtations provided in Paragraph | of this section and
wi t hout the necessity for a referendum being held therefor, the
governing authority of any county, nunicipality, or other
political subdivision of this state may, subject to the
conditions and limtations as may be provided by general |aw

(1) Accept and use funds granted by and obtain | oans from
t he federal governnment or any agency thereof pursuant to
conditions inposed by federal |aw.

(2) Incur debt, by way of borrowi ng from any person,
corporation, or association as well as fromthe state, to pay
in whole or in part the cost of property valuation and
equal i zation prograns for ad val orem tax purposes.

Par agraph V. Tenporary |oans authorized. The governing
authority of any county, nunicipality, or other political
subdi vision of this state may incur debt by obtaining tenporary
| oans in each year to pay expenses. The aggregate anount of al
such | oans shall not exceed 75 percent of the total gross inconme
fromtaxes collected in the |ast preceding year. Such |oans
shal | be payabl e on or before Decenber 31 of the cal endar year
in which such loan is nade. No such |oan may be obtai ned when
there is a | oan then unpaid obtained in any prior year. No such
county, nunicipality, or other political subdivision of this
state shall incur in any one cal endar year an aggregate of such
tenporary | oans or other contracts, notes, warrants, or
obligations for current expenses in excess of the total
antici pated revenue for such cal endar year

Par agraph VI. Levy of taxes to pay bonds; sinking fund
required. Any county, nmunicipality, or other political
subdi vision of this state shall at or before the tinme of
i ncurring bonded i ndebtedness provide for the assessnment and
coll ection of an annual tax sufficient in amunt to pay the
principal and interest of said debt within 30 years fromthe



i ncurring of such bonded indebtedness. The proceeds of this
tax, together with any other noneys collected for this purpose,
shall be placed in a sinking fund to be used exclusively for
payi ng the principal of and interest on such bonded debt. Such
moneys shall be held and kept separate and apart fromall other
revenues collected and may be invested and reinvested as

provi ded by | aw.

Paragraph VII. Validity of prior bond issues. Any and all bond
i ssues validated and issued prior to June 30, 1983, shal
continue to be valid.

SECTI ON VI .
REVENUE BONDS

Par agraph |I. Revenue bonds; general limtations. Any county,
muni ci pality, or other political subdivision of this state may
i ssue revenue bonds as provided by general law. The obligation
represented by revenue bonds shall be repayable only out of the
revenue derived fromthe project and shall not be deened to be a
debt of the issuing political subdivision. No such issuing
political subdivision shall exercise the power of taxation for
t he purpose of paying any part of the principal or interest of
any such revenue bonds.

Paragraph 1l. Revenue bonds; special limtations. Were
revenue bonds are issued by any county, nunicipality, or other
political subdivision of this state in order to buy, construct,
ext end, operate, or maintain gas or electric generating or
di stribution systens and necessary appurtenances thereof and the
gas or electric generating or distribution system extends beyond
the limts of the county in which the municipality or other
political subdivision is |ocated, then its services rendered and
property | ocated outside said county shall be subject to
taxation and regulation in the same manner as are privately
owned and operated utilities.

Paragraph 111. Devel opnment authorities. The devel opnent of
trade, commerce, industry, and enpl oynment opportunities being a
public purpose vital to the welfare of the people of this state,
t he General Assenbly may create devel opnent authorities to
pronote and further such purposes or may authorize the creation
of such an authority by any county or rmunicipality or
conbi nati on thereof under such uniformterns and conditions as
it may deem necessary. The General Assenbly may exenpt from
taxation devel opment authority obligations, properties,
activities, or incone and may authorize the issuance of revenue
bonds by such authorities which shall not constitute an
i ndebt edness of the state within the neani ng of Section V of
this article.

Paragraph 1V. Validation. The General Assenbly shall provide
for the validation of any revenue bonds authorized and shall
provi de that such validation shall thereafter be incontestable
and concl usi ve.

Paragraph V. Validity of prior revenue bond issues. All
revenue bonds issued and validated prior to June 30, 1983, shall
continue to be valid.



SECTI ON VI | .
COVMMUNI TY | MPROVEMENT DI STRI CTS

Paragraph |I. Creation. The General Assenbly nmay by l|local |aw
create one or nore community inprovenent districts for any
county or nunicipality or provide for the creation of one or
nore community i nprovenent districts by any county or
muni ci pality.

Par agraph 11. Purposes. The purpose of a conmmunity inprovenent
district shall be the provision of any one or nore of the
follow ng governnental services and facilities:

(1) Street and road construction and nai ntenance, including
curbs, sidewal ks, street |lights, and devices to control the
flow of traffic on streets and roads.

(2) Parks and recreational areas and facilities.
(3) Storm water and sewage coll ection and di sposal systens.

(4) Devel opnent, storage, treatnment, purification, and
di stribution of water.

(5) Public transportation.
(6) Term nal and dock facilities and parking facilities.

(7) Such other services and facilities as may be provided
for by general |aw.

Paragraph Il1l1. Adm nistration. (a) Any |law creating or
providing for the creation of a conmunity inprovenent district
shal | designate the governing authority of the nunicipality or
county for which the community inprovenent district is created
as the adm nistrative body or otherw se shall provide for the
establ i shment and nenbership of an adm nistrative body for the
community inprovenent district. Any such | aw creating or
providing for the creation of an adm nistrative body for the
communi ty inprovenment district other than the nunicipal or
county governing authority shall provide for representation of
t he governing authority of each county and nmunicipality within
whi ch the community inprovenment district is wholly or partially
| ocated on the adm nistrative body of the conmunity i nmprovenent
district.

(b) Any law creating or providing for the creation of a
conmmunity inprovenment district shall provide that the creation
of the community inprovenent district shall be conditioned upon:

(1) The adoption of a resolution consenting to the creation
of the community inprovenent district by:

(A) The governing authority of the county if the
comrunity inprovenent district is |located wholly within the
uni ncor porated area of a county;

(B) The governing authority of the nmunicipality if the
comrunity inprovenent district is |located wholly within the
i ncorporated area of a nmunicipality; or



(C) The governing authorities of the county and the
muni cipality if the community inprovenent district is
| ocated partially within the unincorporated area of a
county and partially within the incorporated area of a
muni ci pality; and

(2) Witten consent to the creation of the comunity
i nprovenent district by:

(A) Amjority of the owners of real property within the
community inprovenment district which will be subject to
taxes, fees, and assessnents |levied by the adm nistrative
body of the comrunity inprovenent district; and

(B) The owners of real property within the comunity
i nprovenent district which constitutes at | east 75 percent
by value of all real property within the community
i nprovenent district which will be subject to taxes, fees,
and assessnments |levied by the adm nistrative body of the
conmmunity inprovenent district; and for this purpose val ue
shall be determ ned by the nost recent approved county ad
val orem tax digest.

(c) The adm nistrative body of each comunity i nmprovenent
district may be authorized to |levy taxes, fees, and assessnents
within the community inprovenent district only on real property
used nonresidentially, specifically excluding all property used
for residential, agricultural, or forestry purposes and
specifically excluding tangi ble personal property and intangible
property. Any tax, fee, or assessnent so |levied shall not
exceed 2 1/2 percent of the assessed value of the real property
or such lower limt as nmay be established by law. The |aw
creating or providing for the creation of a comunity
i mprovenent district shall provide that taxes, fees, and
assessnents levied by the adm nistrative body of the community
i nprovenent district shall be equitably apportioned anmong the
properties subject to such taxes, fees, and assessnents
according to the need for governnmental services and facilities
created by the degree of density of devel opment of each such
property. The law creating or providing for the creation of a
community inprovenment district shall provide that the proceeds
of taxes, fees, and assessnents |levied by the admnistrative
body of the comrunity inprovenent district shall be used only
for the purpose of providing governnmental services and
facilities which are specially required by the degree of density
of devel opnent within the community inprovenent district and not
for the purpose of providing those governnental services and
facilities provided to the county or nunicipality as a whol e.
Any tax, fee, or assessment so |levied shall be collected by the
county or rnunicipality for which the comunity i nmprovenment
district is created in the sane manner as taxes, fees, and
assessnents | evied by such county or nmunicipality. The proceeds
of taxes, fees, and assessnments so |evied, |ess such fee to
cover the costs of collection as nay be specified by |aw, shal
be transmtted by the collecting county or nunicipality to the
adm ni strative body of the comunity inprovenent district and
shal | be expended by the adm nistrative body of the community
i nprovenent district only for the purposes authorized by this
Secti on.

Par agraph I'V. Debt. The adm nistrative body of a community
i nprovenent district may incur debt, as authorized by | aw,
wi thout regard to the requirenments of Section V of this Article,
whi ch debt shall be backed by the full faith, credit, and taxing



power of the comrunity inprovenent district but shall not be an
obligation of the State of Georgia or any other unit of
governnment of the State of Georgia other than the community

i nprovenent district.

Par agraph V. Cooperation with | ocal governments. The services
and facilities provided pursuant to this Section shall be
provided for in a cooperation agreenent executed jointly by the
adm ni strative body and the governing authority of the county or
muni cipality for which the comunity inprovenent district is
created. The provisions of this section shall in no way limt
the authority of any county or nunicipality to provide services
or facilities wthin any community inprovenent district; and any
county or nunicipality shall retain full and conplete authority
and control over any of its facilities located within a
conmmunity inmprovenment district. Said control shall include but
not be limted to the nodification of, access to, and degree and
type of services provided through or by facilities of the
muni ci pality or county. Nothing contained in this Section shal
be construed to limt or preenpt the application of any
governnmental |aws, ordinances, resolutions, or regulations to
any community inprovenment district or the services or facilities
provi ded therein.

Par agraph VI. Regul ation by general |aw. The General Assenbly
by general law may regul ate, restrict, and limt the creation of
conmunity inprovenment districts and the exercise of the powers
of adm nistrative bodies of community inprovenent districts.



ARTI CLE X
AVENDVENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON

SECTI ON I.
CONSTI TUTI ON, HOW AMENDED

Paragraph |. Proposals to anmend the Constitution; new
Constitution. Amendnments to this Constitution or a new
Constitution may be proposed by the General Assenbly or by a
constitutional convention, as provided in this article. Only
amendnments which are of general and uniform applicability
t hroughout the state shall be proposed, passed, or submtted to
t he peopl e.

Par agraph Il. Proposals by the CGeneral Assenbly; subm ssion to
t he people. A proposal by the General Assenbly to amend this
Constitution or to provide for a new Constitution shal
originate as a resolution in either the Senate or the House of
Representatives and, if approved by two-thirds of the nmenbers to
whi ch each house is entitled in a roll-call vote entered on
their respective journals, shall be submtted to the el ectors of
the entire state at the next general election which is held in
t he even-nunmbered years. A summary of such proposal shall be
prepared by the Attorney CGeneral, the Legislative Counsel, and
the Secretary of State and shall be published in the official
organ of each county and, if deenmed advi sable by the
"Constitutional Amendnments Publication Board,” in not nore than
20 other newspapers in the state designated by such board which
meet the qualifications for being selected as the official organ
of a county. Said board shall be conposed of the Governor, the
Li eut enant Governor, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Such summary shall be published once each week
for three consecutive weeks i medi ately precedi ng the day of the
general election at which such proposal is to be submtted. The
| anguage to be used in submtting a proposed anmendnment or a new
Constitution shall be in such words as the General Assenbly nay
provide in the resolution or, in the absence thereof, in such
| anguage as the Governor may prescribe. A copy of the entire
proposed anmendnment or of a new Constitution shall be filed in
the office of the judge of the probate court of each county and
shal | be avail able for public inspection; and the summary of the
proposal shall so indicate. The General Assenbly is hereby
aut hori zed to provide by |aw for additional nmatters relative to
t he publication and distribution of proposed anendnents and
summaries not in conflict with the provisions of this Paragraph.

| f such proposal is ratified by a majority of the electors
qualified to vote for nenbers of the General Assenbly voting
thereon in such general election, such proposal shall becone a
part of this Constitution or shall become a new Constitution, as
the case may be. Any proposal so approved shall take effect as
provi ded in Paragraph VI of this article. Wen nore than one
amendnent is submtted at the sanme tinme, they shall be so
submtted as to enable the electors to vote on each anmendnent
separately, provided that one or nore new articles or related
changes in one or nore articles may be submtted as a single
amendment .

Paragraph 111. Repeal or anmendnent of proposal. Any proposa
by the General Assenbly to anend this Constitution or for a new
Constitution may be amended or repeal ed by the same General
Assenbl y whi ch adopted such proposal by the affirmative vote of



two-thirds of the nmenbers to which each house is entitled in a
roll-call vote entered on their respective journals, if such
action is taken at |east two nonths prior to the date of the
el ection at which such proposal is to be submtted to the
peopl e.

Par agraph IV. Constitutional convention; how called. No
convention of the people shall be called by the General Assenbly
to anend this Constitution or to propose a new Constitution,
unl ess by the concurrence of two-thirds of the nmenmbers to which
each house of the General Assenmbly is entitled. The
representation in said convention shall be based on popul ati on
as near as practicable. A proposal by the convention to anend
this Constitution or for a new Constitution shall be adverti sed,
submtted to, and ratified by the people in the sane manner
provi ded for advertisenent, subm ssion, and ratification of
proposals to anend the Constitution by the General Assenbly. The
General Assenbly is hereby authorized to provide the procedure
by which a convention is to be called and under which such
convention shall operate and for other matters relative to such
constitutional convention.

Par agraph V. Veto not permtted. The Governor shall not have
the right to veto any proposal by the General Assenbly or by a
convention to amend this Constitution or to provide a new
Constitution.

Paragraph VI. Effective date of anendnents or of a new
Constitution. Unless the amendnent or the new Constitution
itself or the resolution proposing the anendnment or the new
Constitution shall provide otherwi se, an amendnent to this
Constitution or a new Constitution shall becone effective on the
first day of January following its ratification.



ARTI CLE XI .
M SCELLANECQUS PROVI SI ONS

SECTI ON I.
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

Paragraph I. Continuation of officers, boards, conm ssions,
and authorities. (a) Except as otherw se provided in this
Constitution, the officers of the state and all political
subdi vi sions thereof in office on June 30, 1983, shall continue
in the exercise of their functions and duties, subject to the
provi sions of |laws applicable thereto and subject to the
provi sions of this Constitution.

(b) Al boards, conmm ssions, and authorities specifically
named in the Constitution of 1976 which are not specifically
nanmed in this Constitution shall remain as statutory boards,
comm ssions, and authorities; and all constitutional and
statutory provisions relating thereto in force and effect on
June 30, 1983, shall remain in force and effect as statutory |aw

unl ess and until changed by the General Assenbly.
Paragraph Il. Preservation of existing |aws; judicial review
All Taws in force and effect on June 30, 1983, not inconsistent

with this Constitution shall remain in force and effect; but

such laws may be anended or repeal ed and shall be subject to

judicial decision as to their validity when passed and to any
[imtations inposed by their own terns.

Paragraph Il11. Proceedings of courts and adm nistrative
tribunals confirmed. All judgnments, decrees, orders, and other
proceedi ngs of the several courts and adm nistrative tribunals
of this state, heretofore made within the limts of their
several jurisdictions, are hereby ratified and affirnmed, subject
only to reversal or nodification in the manner provided by | aw.

Paragraph 1V. Continuation of certain constitutional
amendnments for a period of four years. (a) The foll ow ng
amendnments to the Constitutions of 1877, 1945, and 1976 shal
continue in force and effect as part of this Constitution until
July 1, 1987, at which tine said amendnents shall be repeal ed
and shall be deleted as a part of this Constitution unless any
such anmendnment shall be specifically continued in force and
effect without anmendnent either by a local |aw enacted prior to
July 1, 1987, with or without a referendum as provided by | aw,
or by an ordinance or resolution duly adopted prior to July 1,
1987, by the local governing authority in the manner provided
for the adoption of hone rule anmendnents to its charter or |oca
act: (1) anendnents to the Constitution of 1877 and the
Constitution of 1945 which were continued in force and effect as
a part of the Constitution of 1976 pursuant to the provisions of
Article XIll, Section I, Paragraph Il of the Constitution of
1976 which are in force and effect on the effective date of this
Constitution; (2) amendnents to the Constitution of 1976 which
were ratified as general anmendnents but which by their terns
applied principally to a particular political subdivision or
subdi vi sions which are in force and effect on the effective date
of this Constitution; (3) amendnents to the Constitution of 1976
which were ratified not as general anmendnents which are in force
and effect on the effective date of this Constitution; and (4)
amendnents to the Constitution of 1976 of the type provided for
in the i mediately preceding two subparagraphs (2) and (3) of



t hi s Paragraph which were ratified at the same tinme this
Constitution was ratified.

(b) Any anmendnent which is continued in force and effect after
July 1, 1987, pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (a) of
t hi s Paragraph shall be continued in force and effect as a part
of this Constitution, except that such anmendnment nay thereafter
be repeal ed but may not be anended. The repeal of any such
amendnent shall be acconplished by |ocal Act of the General
Assenbly, the effectiveness of which shall be conditioned on its
approval by a mpjority of the qualified voters voting thereon in
each of the particular political subdivisions affected by the
amendnment .

(c) Al laws enacted pursuant to those anendnents to the
Constitution which are not continued in force and effect
pursuant to subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph shall be repeal ed
on July 1, 1987. Al laws validly enacted on, before, or after
July 1, 1987, and pursuant to the specific authorization of an
anmendment continued in force and effect pursuant to the
provi si ons of subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph shall be |egal,
valid, and constitutional under this Constitution. Nothing in
t hi s subparagraph (c) shall be construed to revive any | aw not
in force and effect on June 30, 1987.

(d) Notw thstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (a) and
(b), the followi ng amendnents to the Constitutions of 1877 and
1945 shall be continued in force as a part of this Constitution:
amendnments to the Constitution of 1877 and the Constitution of
1945 which created or authorized the creation of netropolitan
rapid transit authorities, port authorities, and industrial
areas and which were continued in force as a part of the
Constitution of 1976 pursuant to the provisions of Article XlI1I,
Section |, Paragraph Il of the Constitution of 1976 and which
are in force on the effective date of this Constitution.

(e) Any person owning property in an industrial area described
i n subparagraph (d) may voluntarily renove the property fromthe
industrial area by filing a certificate to that effect with the
clerk of the superior court for the county in which the property
is located, but only if the property is |located on an island.
Once the certificate is filed, the property described in the
certificate, together with all public streets and public rights
of way within the property, abutting the property, or connecting
the property to property outside the industrial area will no
| onger be in the industrial area and may be annexed by an
adjacent city. The filing of a certificate will be irrevocable
and will bind the owners, their heirs, and their assigns. The
term "owner" includes anyone with a |legal or equitable ownership
in property but does not include a beneficiary of any trust or a
partner in any partnership owning an interest in the property or
anyone owni ng an easenent right in the property.

Par agraph V. Special comm ssion created. Anendnments to the
Constitution of 1976 which were determ ned to be general and
which were submtted to and ratified by the people of the entire
state at the same time this Constitution was ratified shall be
i ncorporated and nmade a part of this Constitution as provided in
t hi s Paragraph. There is hereby created a conm ssion to be
conposed of the Governor, the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Attorney General,
and the Legislative Counsel, which is hereby authorized and
directed to incorporate such anendnments into this Constitution



at the places deened nost appropriate to the comm ssion. The
comm ssion shall make only such changes in the |anguage of this
Constitution and of such anmendnents as are necessary to

i ncorporate properly such amendnments into this Constitution and
shall conplete its duties prior to July 1, 1983. The conmm ssion
shall deliver to the Secretary of State this Constitution with
t hose anmendnments incorporated therein, and such docunent shal
be the Constitution of the State of Georgia. |In order that the
conmm ssion may performits duties, this Paragraph shall becone
effective as soon as it has been officially determned that this
Constitution has been ratified. The conm ssion shall stand
abol i shed upon the conpletion of its duties.

Paragraph VI. Effective date. Except as provided in Paragraph
V of this section, this Constitution shall beconme effective on
July 1, 1983; and, except as otherwi se provided in this
Constitution, all previous Constitutions and all anmendnents
thereto shall thereupon stand repeal ed.



Article X1 Section I. Paragraph VI.

TABLE OF AMENDMENTS

PROPOSED RATIFIED REJECTED
YEAR GENERAL GENERAL GENERAL
1984 11 10 1
1986 9 8 1
1988 15 6 9
1990 9 8 1
1992 8 7 1
1994 6 5 1
1996 5 4 1
1998 5 4 1
2000 7 6 1
TOTAL 75 58 17

Total number of amendments ratified through 2000.

79



