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❛ THE increasing convergence of New Labour and the
Tories has left too many people unrepresented, too many
vital ideas unadvocated. The choice on offer from the
major parties is simply too narrow, and it needs to be
expanded urgently. 

I believe that the interests of the poor, the excluded and
working people in general will be best served in this
election by the largest possible vote for the Socialist
Alliance—a welcome alternative to New Labour cynicism.❜

● LIZ DAVIES, former Labour Party NEC member

❛ I’M not prepared as a leader of a trade union to say to
people to vote Labour when it is attacking working
people. 

As a member of the Socialist Alliance I want to ensure
that candidates to the left of Labour get the maximum
support.❜
● MARK SERWOTKA, general secretary elect of the PCS

civil servants’ union (personal capacity)

❛ THE Socialist Alliance can be proud of the fact that it
has got people to unite who haven’t traditionally worked
together. 

It has done this by emphasising what we have in
common—the principles of an equal distribution of
wealth, and of a society that will no longer be run by the
rich for the rich but by the majority in the interests of the
majority.❜

● MARK THOMAS, TV comedian and investigator
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in recent elections, especially in Labour’s tra-
ditional “core” areas. The turnout in the
coming general election threatens to be the
lowest for generations. We believe democ-
racy has to be about more than the choice
between Tony Blair and William Hague. 

By standing candidates in 100 constituen-
cies in England and Wales, and in partnership
with the Scottish Socialist Party, which is stand-
ing in all 72 seats in Scotland, we are mount-
ing the biggest left wing electoral challenge to
Labour in modern times. During the campaign
we will speak out for the people who are voice-
less and disenfranchised. We will offer new
hope to all those who have been let down, ig-
nored and attacked by New Labour. Instead
of voting for a “lesser evil”, in 2001 working
people will be able to vote for a party that rep-
resents and fights for their interests. 

By voting Socialist Alliance you
can send a clear warning
to New Labour’s lead-
ers. You can help
make sure that
politicians and the
media know that
there are sub-
stantial numbers
of people who
are fed up with
the big business
consensus and
want an alternative.
The larger the vote for
the Socialist Alliance, the
greater the pressure on
the next government to
listen to working people. 

The Socialist Alliance is not just
about elections. We will help
build and support the day
to day struggles of work-
ing people in defence
of jobs, living standards,
trade union organisa-
tion, health, education
and welfare, democra-
tic and human rights,
and against racism,
national chauvinism,
and the exploitation
of the Third World
by big business
and the banks.

We appeal to

IN 1997 millions of people voted Labour in
the hope of a real change. They believed
that “things could only get better”. 

But four years of Tony Blair’s government
have seen New Labour drawing ever further
away from the needs and concerns of its
working class supporters. Blair’s team has
rushed headlong into the arms of big busi-
ness, and there has been a seamless conti-
nuity in the Thatcherite policies of privatisation,
deregulation and squeezing public services—
the very policies voters thought they were
bringing to an end in 1997.

The gap between rich and poor has
widened. Privatisation is being pushed into
areas that even Thatcher considered sacro-
sanct. While corporate profits soar, pensioners
have been ripped off, students robbed, asylum
seekers victimised, and health workers, teach-
ers and other public sector staff underpaid—
all because New Labour is opposed to taxing
big business and the rich, and prefers to hob-
nob with millionaires rather than listen to work-
ing people. Tony Blair’s New Labour Party is no
longer accountable to the labour movement,
and as a result working class voters have been
effectively disenfranchised. 

Tony Blair has already made it clear that
the next Labour government will be even more
pro big business than the last. 

He has stated that in a second term he
wants more cuts in taxes on the rich and big
business, even tougher rules to pressgang the
unemployed into low paid jobs, more privati-
sation and “reorganisation” in public services,
including health and education. He intends to
privatise air traffic control and the London Un-
derground, and is inviting private profiteers into
our hospitals, schools and prisons, as well as a
wide variety of other government agencies. 

He aims to restrict even further our de-
mocratic rights and our access to justice, and
to step up the hounding of asylum seekers.
He says the answer to our education crisis is
to promote selection and classes in
“entrepreneurship”—presumably sponsored
by large corporations—in state schools. 

New Labour’s move to the right has cre-
ated a vacuum on the left of British politics.
There is now a dangerous consensus among
the major parties around the “neo-liberal” poli-
cies of privatisation and deregulation. This
consensus excludes millions of people—and
a wide range of vital ideas. We have already
seen its impact in the high levels of abstention

People before profit
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resources by a wealthy elite.
● A SOCIALIST alliance, which believes that it
is necessary to replace the current system of
exploitation, oppression and inequality with a
new economic and social system based on
common ownership. Capitalism is neither in-
vincible nor permanent. We see the fight for
socialism in this country as part of a global
movement to build a socialist world, in which
the working people whose labour creates the
wealth in society collectively own and control
that wealth, and plan our economy to meet
the needs of the many rather than sustain the
privileges of a few.

Our policies and our campaign will high-
light the need for a new type of government,
one that acts in the interests of workers, not
bosses. We need a government that supports,
encourages and is rooted in the organisations
and struggles of working people. We need a
government that builds a partnership with
labour, not capital. We need a government
committed to genuine democracy, not rule
by a self-serving elite. We need a government
that puts people before profit.

Our priority policies for the
general election
OUR candidates offer a working class alterna-
tive. If elected they will be workers’ MPs on a
worker’s wage. For them, representing working
people is a privilege, not a route to a personal
fortune!

We propose an emergency plan to 
meet the demands and needs of workers and
the jobless, and to defend and extend
democracy: 
● Stop privatisation—renationalise the railways. 
● Tax the rich and big business to rebuild the
welfare state.
● For the right to work—35-hour week now.
● Defend asylum seekers.
● End discrimination—against racism, sexism
and homophobia.
● A fully funded NHS and an end to privati-
sation and cuts.
● Raise pensions and restore the link with
earnings.
● Stop the sell-off of council homes—for an
end to homelessness.
● Fully funded comprehensive education—
no selection.
● Repeal the anti trade union laws—strengthen
rights at work.
● Raise the minimum wage to £7.40 an hour—
the European Union Decency Threshold.
● Save the planet—we want tough action on
pollution and food safety.
● Scrap student tuition fees—free high quality
education for all.
● Stop the onslaught on civil rights.
● Cancel Third World debt.

all those who have been left out and let down
by New Labour—working class people and
their families, trades unionists, council tenants,
pensioners, young people, black and ethnic mi-
nority people, lesbians, gay men and bisexu-
als, environmentalists, peace activists,
campaigners for social justice and even
Labour Party members themselves—to join to-
gether to build the widest possible support for
a socialist alternative to New Labour.  

The Socialist Alliance is:
● An INTERNATIONALIST alliance, founded on
the principle of solidarity with all those resist-
ing inequality and injustice across the world.
● A DEMOCRATIC alliance, which is proud of
its efforts to unite socialists from many differ-
ent traditions while allowing free debate and
discussion within its ranks. The alliance is con-
trolled from the bottom upwards through its
local groups and grassroots members, and
the involvement of its supporting organisa-
tions, rather than from the top down like Tony
Blair’s Labour Party.
● A PROGRESSIVE alliance, dedicated to
social equality without compromise, and
which fights against all forms of discrimination
and oppression—against racism, homopho-

bia and bigotry. 
● A CAMPAIGNING alliance, which fights
for immediate reforms and improvements
in the lives of ordinary people even while
arguing the need for more radical so-
cialist policies.

● An ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS
alliance, which fights for an end

to the destruction of our nat-
ural environment and

the squandering of
the earth’s vital
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Our right to
work
MINISTERS have sat on their hands while major
manufacturers—BMW, Ford, Vauxhall, Corus,
as well as several textile giants—have an-
nounced hefty job losses, often tearing up
agreements with their workforce. Even as
Labour boasts of record employment levels,
more and more people are losing secure full
time jobs and re-entering the workforce as
casual or part time employees. With an eco-
nomic slowdown on its way, Blair and Brown
have already signalled that they intend to
step up US-style “workfare” measures, which
dragoon unemployed people into doing
public sector jobs for benefit level payments. 

The Socialist Alliance does not accept
that people’s jobs should be at the mercy of
multinational corporations or the whims of the
stock market. Nor does it make sense for some
British workers to work the longest hours in
Europe while others are excluded completely
from the labour force. Our policies offer a real
alternative: 
● Full employment—the guaranteed right of all
to work.
● A 35-hour week without loss of pay.
● Scrap the Jobseeker’s Allowance and “Wel-
fare to Work”, and restore unemployment
benefit.
● Quality job training schemes at union rates
of pay.
● Open the books of industry, banks and the City
to scrutiny by trade unions and the wider public
to show where the money has gone, and who
profits from closures and mass sackings.
● Take all companies threatening closure and
redundancies into public ownership, man-
aged by those who work in them and de-
mocratically accountable to working people
as a whole. 

Our rights at
work
BLAIR has proudly boasted that under his gov-
ernment Britain still has some of the most re-
pressive union laws in the Western world, and
said that he wants Britain to be “the best place
for business in the world”. 

Any hopes that a Labour government with

Privatisation
and public
ownership 
NEW Labour has refused to renationalise the
industries and utilities sold off by the Tories,
and has pushed privatisation into new areas.
Rather than bring the railways back into public
ownership, it has pumped ever larger subsidies
into the pockets of the private owners who
have made such a mess of the industry. Now
it also plans to privatise air traffic control and
the London Tube. It is also extending privati-
sation in various forms into many of our core
public services:
● In the NHS: with £7 billion of hospital build-
ing projects to be funded through the Private
Finance Initiative (PFI), privatisation of long
term care of the elderly, and even privatisa-
tion of medical treatment (through the “con-
cordat” with private hospitals).
● In education: with private management of
schools and education authorities, private
sector involvement in school funding, and PFI
projects for school building.
● In housing: Labour privatised more council
houses in its first three years than the Tories did
in their last ten. In its second term it plans to
push through wholesale “estate transfers” to
private organisations on a huge scale.
● In local government: Labour-controlled au-
thorities have privatised housing benefit, street
cleansing, rent and council tax collection, estate
management, and a variety of other essential
local services. 

The Socialist Alliance believes that public
services should be publicly owned, publicly
funded and democratically controlled by
those who work in and use them. 

We say: 
● Renationalise the railways.
● Oppose all forms of privatisation.
● Stop the Private Finance Initiative and the
so-called Public-Private Partnership.
● Stop the sell-off of council housing.
● Renationalise the privatised utilities.
● Bring all agencies administering benefits
and delivering care services into public
ownership. 
● Extend public ownership to include other
key sections of the economy, including the
major transport, construction and manufac-
turing industries, as well as banking and fi-
nancial institutions.

❛ IF you hate the
Tories but simply
can’t stomach the
thought of voting
New Labour
again, there will
now be an
alternative at the
ballot box—it’s the
Socialist Alliance.❜

● JEREMY HARDY,
writer and

broadcaster
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for a change in union rules to allow members
to decide democratically whether to fund al-
ternative candidates—candidates who sup-
port and fight for the union’s policies. 

The Socialist Alliance wants to see a com-
prehensive improvement in our rights at work: 
● Full employment rights for all workers from
day one—end the casualisation of work.
● For a minimum wage of £7.40 per hour—the
European Union Decency Threshold—with no
exemptions.
● For the right to join a union and the auto-
matic right to union recognition in all
workplaces.
● Repeal all the anti-union laws, and support
all workers who defy them and take action in
defence of jobs, pay and conditions.
● Establish the right to strike, picket effectively
and take solidarity (secondary) action free
from the threat of injunctions and crippling fi-
nancial penalties.
● Trade unionists should have the right to hold
meetings during working hours.
● Establish an offence of corporate manslaugh-
ter for deaths at work. 
● Increase penalties for all health and safety
offences—including imprisonment of respon-
sible directors.
● Increase protection for whistle-blowers, and
ban victimisation of trade union or health and
safety representatives. 
● Give employment tribunals the power to re-
instate victimised workers.
● Health and safety representatives should
have the power to stop work with dangerous

a majority of 180 would scrap Thatcher’s anti-
union laws—which stacked the odds so heav-
i ly in favour of employers and against
workers—were ill-founded. As the recent Tube
strike showed, Labour’s feeble “Fairness at
Work” legislation not only failed to undo the
damage done by the Tories, but actually in-
troduced even more restrictions on industrial
action. The whip hand remains with the em-
ployers, with unions constantly vulnerable to
legal challenge over ballots and barred from
“secondary” action in support of other unions
in dispute. 

Deregulation, short term contracts,
cowboy firms and anti-union bosses backed
up by anti-union laws left over from the
Thatcher government mean that millions of
workers face insecurity and harassment at
work. We are clear—we side with the work-
ers, not with the bosses hoping to keep their
wages and conditions as low as they can get
away with. We side with workers who fight to
improve their pay and conditions, and with
their right to organise and join trade unions.
Unfortunately New Labour has come out con-
sistently on the side of the employers—and
against every strike that has taken place or
been threatened. That’s why a number of
unions have already begun a debate over
their future links with a party that no longer
even pretends to support their interests.

The Socialist Alliance argues for members
of unions affiliated to the Labour Party to
demand an accounting of the value for money
of their multi-million pound donations. We argue
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plan to increase “workfare” measures, along
with the intimidation and harassment of
claimants. The Socialist Alliance rejects this
approach. We say the welfare system needs
to be rebuilt.
● The Socialist Alliance demands that the state
pension be set at a level of £150 a week for
a single person and £300 for a married couple
for the year 2001-02. These pension rates
should then be increased in line with wages
or prices, whichever is higher. The Minimum
Income Guarantee should be converted into
non means tested universal benefits, paid
from direct taxation without loss of entitlement. 
● As a minimum, the Socialist Alliance will set
about raising the income of every child and
adult above the poverty line as an immediate
priority. The poverty line will be redefined to
ensure it reflects the income needed to afford
a decent standard of living. Benefits will then
rise, as a minimum, in line with wages or prices,
whichever is higher. 
● No means testing of benefits or pensions—
universal benefits that end up in the pockets
of the rich will be reclaimed through pro-
gressive taxation. 
● Free residential and nursing care for the el-
derly and the disabled—end the scandal of the
private care industries.
● Scrap the Jobseeker’s Allowance and “Wel-
fare to Work”, and restore unemployment
benefit.
● Restore benefit rights and housing benefits
to 16 and 17 year olds and students.
● Restore incapacity benefit.
● The scandal of the cash-limited Tory “Social
Fund”, which refused loans to over 360,000
poor families last year, must be ended. Scrap
the scheme, and restore special needs grants.
● Bring all privatised benefits agencies back
into public ownership.
● Full benefits for all prevented from working
by childcare, disability or injury.
● Provide free high quality childcare and state
nurseries with flexible opening hours to suit
working parents.
● Increase child and maternity benefits, guar-
antee adequate paid maternity and paternity
leave, and restore full benefits to single parents.
● Since the Tories destroyed the school meals
service a million children living in poverty do
not have access to a free school meal—for
many the main meal of the day. We say all chil-
dren should have free nutritional breakfast
and lunch at school.
● Ensure full employment by establishing a
maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay.
● A minimum wage equivalent to the European
Decency Threshold—currently £7.40 an hour.
● Scrap New Labour’s vicious voucher system
for refugees and asylum seekers, which forces
them to eke out an existence on just 70 per-
cent of official benefit levels.

machinery, chemicals and processes, and to
issue provisional improvement notices re-
quiring remedial action.
● Trade unions should have the right to ap-
point “roving” health and safety representa-
tives to inspect all workplaces—and to liaise
directly with Health and Safety Executive
inspectors.
● Increase funds to the Health and Safety Ex-
ecutive, and guarantee its independence
from employers.
● For unions to be democratically controlled by
members—officials to be regularly elected, ac-
countable, and to receive the average wage
of workers they represent.
● Support internationally coordinated cam-
paigns to confront the power of multinational
corporations.

Extend the
welfare state
to end
poverty
UNDER New Labour British pensioners remain
among the poorest in Europe. Gordon Brown’s
73p increase—in a time of economic growth
and fiscal surpluses—was fresh insult added
to longstanding injury. Blair claims that we
“cannot afford” to restore the link between
pensions and earnings, but at the same time
boasts that Britain is the fourth richest econ-
omy in the world. The real reason for short
changing pensioners—and for underfunding
social security, health, education and social
services—is that British employers and the rich
pay lower taxes and National Insurance than
in other European Union countries. 

The Socialist Alliance says that a strong
and fair welfare state must be founded on a
progressive tax system, raising direct taxes on
income from those best able to pay. That’s why
we say that there must be an increase in the
taxes paid by big business and the rich, and
why we demand that the ceiling on National
Insurance contributions for high earners should
be scrapped—a measure that would on its
own yield up to £5 billion a year—so that they
pay a fair share of society’s costs. 

Behind New Labour’s rhetoric about “get-
ting Britain back to work” lies a relentless attack
on every aspect of the welfare and benefit
system. In their second term Blair and Brown

❛ I joined the
Labour Party in
the early 1960s.
The government is
sitting on its hands
as jobs go
throughout the
car and steel
industry. 

We need to
fight to make sure
decent jobs are
available for
everyone, that we
get much higher
pensions, and
that a decent NHS
is funded to
provide care for
all the people
who need it.❜
● BERLYNE HAMILTON,

car worker at Ford
Dagenham
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which will leave the public sector in hock to
banks, developers and contractors for the next
30 years. Full Treasury funding for the NHS to
take over the schemes under way, and for a
massive programme of building new publicly-
owned hospitals, community hospitals, NHS-
run nursing homes and health centres.
● Abolish low pay and long hours in the NHS
to recruit and retain medical, professional
and support staff at all levels.
● New investment to help abolish waiting lists
as an immediate priority, and to rebuild the
NHS as a publicly-owned service, run on its
founding principle of free services for all at the
point of use, funded from taxation.
● A major investment programme in mental
health services to provide high quality, 24-
hour community-based services, backed up
by hospital places for those in most serious
and urgent need.
● Abolish means-tested charges for all long
term nursing and “social” care of the elderly.
Currently 40,000 people a year are forced to
sell their houses to pay for care. We call for an
injection of funds into NHS and local social
services, coupled with new powers to allow

them to build and run residential and
nursing home accommoda-
tion. The large nursing home
chains should be brought
into public ownership. 
● Scrap competitive tender-
ing in our hospitals, which has
destroyed standards of hy-
giene and patient care.
Bring all NHS support services
back in-house, with staff on
NHS terms and conditions. 
● Bring back free prescrip-

tions, eye tests and dental treatment. 
● Scrap the “postcode rationing” poli-
cies that are imposed by some health
authorities on more expensive drugs and
treatment. All patients should have equal
access to the best available treatments. 
● Expand abortion facilities—end the “post-
code lottery” on access to abortion. Abor-
tion to be available on request from the NHS
up to 26 weeks of pregnancy.
● Bring the NHS under democratic control.
Scrap the mushrooming network of NHS quan-
gos, and the costly and bureaucratic
“purchaser-provider split” left over from the Tory
market reforms. Abolish the unaccountable
trusts. Establish a new system of elected health
authorities with powers to plan, commission

and provide local services, accountable to
the communities they serve and includ-
ing health workers’ representatives.
● Bring the multinational drugs and
health supply companies, as well as pri-
vate health companies such as BUPA,
into public ownership. 

NHS: health
for patients,
not profit
THE NHS is not safe in either Tory or Labour
hands. Both have opened it up to the private
sector. Both have run down patient services
and staffing levels. Both have underfunded it.
Both are happy to see precious resources
gobbled up by the profit-hungry multinational
drugs and health supply companies, as well
as private health companies such as BUPA.
The Socialist Alliance has policies for a first
rate health service free to all:

●Stop and reverse the £7
billion worth of hospital

schemes in the NHS to be
funded through the Private

Finance Initiative,
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We say:
● Abolish tuition fees and student loans. We
call for free education and a living grant for all
further and higher education students, funded
from taxation on the high paid and on big busi-
ness, which wants skilled workers but is getting
them on the cheap. 
● People of all ages should be entitled to free
education and training facilities.
● For the return to local democratic control of
education at all levels, to include representa-
tives of education workers, students and the
wider community.

Homes for
all
THE Socialist Alliance believes that healthy,
secure and comfortable accommodation is
a basic human right. New Labour’s policies
are compounding the problems inherited
from the Tories, driving up property prices and
leaving many, including key professional work-
ers, unable to afford a place to live in much
of London, the south east and other high
priced areas. The Tory sell-off of council hous-
ing has been followed by Labour’s attempts
to privatise remaining public housing stock.
Meanwhile council tenants are forced to wait
and wait for basic repairs or desperately
needed transfers, and tens of thousands are
condemned to temporary bed and break-
fast accommodation.  
● Stop the sell-off of council homes—retain
and extend publicly-owned housing. “Arms
length housing companies” are New Labour’s
latest ruse to persuade tenants to leave the
public sector—they mean higher rents and
less security of tenure. Whilst there is an urgent
need for improvements, local authority pro-
vision is still the best way to ensure decent
housing for all and decent conditions for work-
ers involved in housing maintenance. 
● For an emergency programme of renova-
tion and home building to provide homes for
the homeless and key workers, and to clear
council waiting lists. Release the billions raised
from council house sales to help finance the
new building, refurbishment and repair we
need. 
● Require by law every residential property
to be fit for habitation, with severe and ef-
fective remedies against any landlord who
fails to meet these standards.
● Freeze rents and give tenants greater con-
trol over the administration of estates.
● Strengthen tenants’ rights and security of

Education is
a right
BLAIR and Blunkett have continued the Tory
attack on comprehensive education and the
scapegoating of teachers. They make deroga-
tory remarks about “bog-standard” compre-
hensives, and promise that in a second term
they would introduce a system of selection that
poses a major threat to the future of working
class children. This would create a two-tier ed-
ucation structure that benefits the well off but
leaves countless others as fodder for Britain’s
low wage economy. Blair’s plan would mean
more influence on education by “entrepre-
neurs” and businesses, more privatisation, and
more pressure on teachers. 

The Socialist Alliance opposes this back-
ward lurch in education. We believe that
public education is not just “vocational”—it
should enable children to become rounded
human beings and active citizens with criti-
cal minds. When the Socialist Alliance says,
“Education, education, education,” we mean
it!
● Increase and sustain investment in com-
prehensive state education—no selection. 
● Improve pay and conditions for teachers
and other education workers. 
● Stop and reverse Private Finance Initiative
and Public-Private Partnership schemes in
education.
● Abolish Education Action Zones.
● There should be a comprehensive review
of the national curriculum, to involve (among
others) teaching unions and experts chosen
by them. 
● Abolish league tables and the current test-
ing system.
● End charitable status and tax privileges for
Eton, Harrow and other private schools. Abol-
ish private education.
● Since the Tories destroyed the school meals
service a million children living in poverty do
not have access to a free school meal—for
many the main meal of the day. We say all chil-
dren should have free nutritional breakfast
and lunch at school.
● For free after-school clubs and play centres
for all who need them.
● Ensure provision of a full range of arts, sports
and sex education in all schools.

Of course, education is not just about chil-
dren. Young people and adults at colleges
and universities—and the staff who work in
them—have also suffered under both the Tories
and Labour, which imposed tuition fees and
ended free higher education. 

❛ I support the
Socialist Alliance
because only the
Socialist Alliance
sees no place 
for privatisation of
the public sector,
and education
for all as a right
not a privilege.❜
● CHRISTINE BLOWER,

secretary
Hammersmith and

Fulham NUT
(personal capacity),

and former NUT
president
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on tax cuts for the rich, while public trans-
port teeters on the brink of collapse. Safety,
reliability, affordability and the environment
have been sacrificed on the altar of private
profit. 

The Socialist Alliance says we need an in-
tegrated, publicly owned, democratically ac-
countable and environmentally friendly
system of transport. 
● Renationalise the entire rail network and
place it under the control of those who work
on and use it.
● Bring the entire bus network into public own-
ership, under democratic control. 
● Invest to provide an affordable, fully ac-
cessible and high quality integrated transport
system. This will include urban light rail, bus
services, traffic calming, home zones in resi-
dential areas, and extensive provision for cy-
cling and walking.
● Stop the privatisation of London Under-
ground and of the air traffic control system—
Treasury cash must be invested to modernise
these basic services.
● New road building to be carried out only
after genuine democratic consultation with
the communities affected.

tenure in private and “social landlord” sec-
tors. For democratic control over “social land-
lords” such as housing associations.
● Reinstate rent controls in the private sector.
Stop the housing benefit rip-off by private land-
lords. End capping of housing benefits, which
hurts tenants in the private sector.
● End the disastrous privatisation of housing
benefit administration.
● After 25 years paying rent in a particular
tenancy, tenants will no longer be required to
pay rent. 
● Bring unoccupied commercially-owned prop-
erties into local authority ownership, to provide
immediate accommodation for the homeless.

End the
transport
chaos
PRIVATISATION has wreaked havoc on the
country’s transport system, yet Labour cannot
bring itself to renationalise the railways. 

Cash raised through the supposedly
“green” tax on fuel has been squandered
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agricultural chemicals. Renationalise the meat
inspectorate. 
● Stop the commercial use of genetically
modified foods—a moratorium on crop trials
pending further scientific research.
● Strip the supermarket chains of their powers
to determine what we eat, and to rig prices
to the disadvantage of farmers and con-
sumers alike. 
● Investment in cheap, efficient and wide-
spread public rural transport— including an ex-
pansion of bus and rail services.
● A minimum wage equivalent to the Euro-
pean Union Decency Threshold—currently £7.40
an hour.
● Investment in active and diverse rural
communities—community facilities, youth
clubs, primary schools, healthcare provision,
environmental projects and useful public
works to create new jobs.

Save the
planet
Socialist policies for the
environment

URGENT action is required if we are to save
our planet from environmental degradation.
Prescott and Blair fiddle while our globe gets
hotter, our water supply becomes more pol-
luted, and our health is endangered by mul-
tiplying threats—not least from BSE and,
potentially, genetically modified crops. New
Labour’s “green” policies have been mainly
cosmetic. Labour has levied massive taxes
on petrol and on car owners but, like the
Tories, who introduced these taxes, it has not
invested the money raised in public transport,
so the disincentive to private car use is inef-
fective. Huge subsidies to rail operators have
been pocketed by shareholders, while the
system teeters on the edge of disaster. New
Labour’s embrace of agribusiness, the big
corporations and economic globalisation
has contributed to the pollution of land and
waterways, and exacerbated the post-BSE
crisis and the foot and mouth outbreak in the
countryside. 

The Socialist Alliance is determined to stop
the ongoing destruction of the environment.
We call for firm and urgent action:
● Emergency action to reduce fossil fuel use
and slow down global warming. For massive
investment in the development of sustainable
alternative energy sources including solar,
wind and wave power. 

Rural Britain
in crisis 
FROM BSE to foot and mouth disease to poor
transport networks to low pay, our rural com-
munities face a severe crisis. Small farmers,
small businesses, agricultural and other rural
workers are being squeezed by agribusiness,
the supermarkets and the chaos of capitalist
production. Last autumn’s rebellion by small
business and farmers over the price of fuel
showed the uncertainty and anger in this sec-
tion of society, which has only been exacer-
bated by the foot and mouth epidemic. Farm
incomes are down by 60 percent in the last
three years. EU agricultural subsidies have
mainly benefited wealthy farmers with large
tracts of land, and have encouraged over-
production and environmental degradation.
Meanwhile the giant supermarket chains ex-
ploit the rural crisis to hammer down farm gate
prices, even as they charge their customers
some of the highest retail prices in Europe. 

The Socialist Alliance believes that the
countryside is a precious resource that be-
longs to us all. We want a policy that sustains
a diverse and accessible rural landscape,
populated by diverse and vibrant rural com-
munities. The Countryside Alliance, led by the
rural rich, is no answer for farm workers, small
farmers, low paid workers in rural areas or the
unemployed. If the labour movement fails to
champion the rights of rural workers, small
businesses and farmers, then we leave them
open to manipulation by reactionary forces.
That’s why the Socialist Alliance will fight for a
real alternative in the countryside:
● Secure rights of tenure for small tenant farm-
ers and small business, with low rents.
● Cancellation of debts to banks arising from
disproportionately high interest rates. Provi-
sion of low interest rates for small business
and farmers.
● Incentives for small farmers to form coop-
eratives to share and reduce costs—scientific
and technical advice, research facilities,
administrative assistance and grants for cap-
ital improvements.
● Grants for small farmers to switch to organic
production.
● Grants and incentives to small farmers and
rural communities to undertake environmen-
tal rehabilitation and preservation. 
● Prosecute—and nationalise—the feed man-
ufacturers at the root of the BSE crisis. Institute
strict regulation, with scientific controls and
monitoring of the content, quality and po-
tential effects of animal feed, fertilisers and

❛ THERE were the
old Tories. We
finally got rid of
them. But we
weren’t expecting
the new Tories.
And that is exactly
what New Labour
are—new Tories. 

So thank god
for people who
are prepared to
stand up and
have a go at
them using proper
socialist policies. 

I am supporting
the Socialist
Alliance. I wish
them all the best.❜
● RICKY TOMLINSON, 

Jim Royle in The
Royle Family
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must replace intensive capitalist exploitation
of land and animals with sustainable farming. 
● Renationalise the water industry, scrap water
charges, and finance a clean-up operation
of rivers, lakes and the sea.
● Provide every household with quality
doorstep recycling facilities so that at least
half our waste is recycled by 2010 and no new
incinerators are built.
● Stop the commercial use of genetically mod-
ified foods—a moratorium on crop trials pend-
ing further scientific research.
● For the workers’ movement to launch an in-
dependent inquiry into the BSE scandal, and
for full compensation to those harmed or killed
by it so far.
● Promote the right to roam—equal access
to the countryside. 

Where will
the money
come from?

GORDON Brown preaches prudence and
“living within our means”, yet Britain is a

country of huge wealth—wealth that remains
largely in the hands of a tiny elite. The Socialist
Alliance stands for a transformation of society
that will enable this wealth to be used for the
benefit of the great majority. Labour ministers
talk at length about tough measures to fight
alleged “fraud” by social security claimants,
but turn a blind eye to the tax evasion and
fraud by the real scroungers—big business
and the super-rich. 

The difference between New Labour
and Tory spending plans currently amounts
to about 1 percent of gross domestic
product. In a society where the richest 20
percent take home more than 45 per-
cent of all post-tax income, where cor-
porations pay the lowest tax rates in
Europe, and where some 5 million
people (9 percent of the population)
live in absolute poverty and millions
more struggle to make ends meet, that
is simply not good enough. The Socialist

Alliance says there is an alternative:
● Abolish VAT and replace it with a tax on

the rich—for a steeply progressive income tax,
and a big increase in corporate taxes towards
the higher average levels elsewhere in the
EU. Simply by raising corporation tax from 30
percent to 40 percent, we would raise an ad-
ditional £12 billion annually.

● Invest now to build a cheap and integrated
public transport system to lessen reliance on
private cars. 
● Tough action on corporate polluters—fines
and awards for damage must be substantial
enough to act as a real deterrent. Whistle-
blowers must be protected. 
● Bring the oil companies into public
ownership.
● The planned closure of nuclear energy
plants, with workers involved transferred to
jobs at equivalent rates of pay.
● The planned closure of open-cast coal pits,
with workers involved transferred to jobs at
equivalent rates of pay.
● Introduction of clean-burn technologies in
coal-fired power stations. 
● Public investment to make all homes energy
efficient. 
● Food and other agricultural products should
be locally grown as much as possible. We
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No
compromise
on equality 
Our fight against racism, sexism,
homophobia and all forms of
discrimination 
NEW Labour has shamelessly scapegoated
asylum seekers, hounded single mothers, called
for curfews on young people, and has buck-
led before bigotry against lesbians, gay men
and bisexuals. Home Office minister Barbara
Roche recently boasted that New Labour is
now deporting more people than any previous
British government. In addition, thousands of
innocent asylum seekers are held in detention
centres like Campsfield and Oakington, or in
prisons. Many thousands more are forced to live
on vouchers worth only 70 percent of minimum
benefit levels, and are dispersed against their
will across the country. New Labour’s anti-
refugee policies and the rhetoric used to sell
them to the public have given encourage-
ment to racists and fascists, who have waged
a mounting number of violent attacks on black
and ethnic minority homes and families.

The cases of Roger Sylvester, Zahid
Mubarek, Ricky Reel, Delroy Lindo and many
others demonstrate that under New Labour
the lives and human rights of black people
continue to be disrespected by police, prisons
and other government agencies. Jack Straw
welcomed the Macpherson report into the
death of Stephen Lawrence, then left its most
important recommendations, especially those
for police and judicial reform, on the shelf.
For the Socialist Alliance, combating racism
isn’t about honeyed words from politicians at
election times. It is a struggle that goes on in
communities across the country day in, day
out—a struggle our candidates are commit-
ted to supporting with practical action. Wher-
ever racism or fascism rear their ugly heads,
we will be there to challenge and oppose
them.

Despite a clear manifesto commitment
and a majority of 180 (a larger majority than
the total number of Tory MPs), New Labour
has failed to abolish the Tories’ bigoted Sec-
tion 28, which institutionalises discrimination
against lesbians, gay men and bisexuals. It
has still not equalised the age of consent. Three
times it has vetoed amendments to protect
lesbians and gay men against discrimination
in the workplace. It has pressganged single

● Increase the income tax thresholds to ensure
that all those with an income of £13,000 or
less pay no income tax.
● For a swingeing tax on the profits of the oil
companies like BP-Amoco.
● A turnover tax on all multinationals doing
business (and making profits) in Britain.
● Increase tax on capital gains.
● Raise the top rate of inheritance tax, impose
higher duties on other transfers of wealth and
financial transactions, and tax dividend
income at higher rates.
● Increase stamp duty on stocks and shares. 
● Crack down on tax evasion by large 
companies.
● Abolish the ceiling on National Insurance
contributions.
● Raid the offshore tax havens.
● Abolish VAT exemption on private educa-
tion, giving us an extra £1 billion a year to
spend on state schools. 
● Slash current spending on arms, nuclear
weapons and defence to release money to
rebuild the NHS and other public services.
● Bring all the utilities privatised since 1980
back into public ownership to be run by work-
ers and consumers, paying no compensa-
tion to the fat cats who have pocketed huge
profits since privatisation.
● Centralise all pension funds into one na-
tional fund run under the supervision of the
workers who have paid into these funds.

Eliminate poverty
THE measures above would enable us to make
major strides in eliminating poverty, providing
the public services we need and advancing to-
wards a just society. Most of them could be im-
plemented tomorrow. But if we are to maintain
these improvements we will need to go further. 

The Socialist Alliance believes that there
is a fundamental contradiction between the
needs of capital in an exploitative, profit-
driven system, and the needs of the large
majority of human beings in this country and
throughout the world. What is required is a
thoroughgoing restructuring of the economy
and society as a whole. 

We are convinced that more and more
people will come to recognise the need for
a new system of production and distribution
to meet genuine social need without the
waste and exploitation inherent in the cur-
rent system. That’s why we call for policies to: 
● Take the major corporations, banks, insur-
ance companies, pension funds and other
giants of the financial sector that dominate the
economy into public ownership, along with
the major transport, construction and manu-
facturing industries. All of these should be run
under democratic working class control and
management so that their assets can serve
public need, not private greed.

❛ GIVEN the
catastrophe New
Labour has
become I think it is
important to have
real socialists
standing in the
election. I will be
giving my full
support 
and backing to 
the Socialist
Alliance.❜
● TARIQ ALI, political

activist, writer and
TV broadcaster
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bodies. Stop police attacks on trade union-
ists, black people, young people and those
exercising the right to protest or demonstrate.
End the armed policing policies that led to the
shooting of Harry Stanley and others. End the
use of CS gas, batons, manacles and other
forms of weaponry on vulnerable people.
Disband all special police units. 
● Coordinated emergency action to stamp
out racial violence. New Labour’s attacks on
asylum seekers have helped fuel racist vio-
lence. Since February 1999 at least 20 indi-
viduals have been kil led as a result of
racially-motivated violence—an increase over
previous periods. The real lessons of the
Stephen Lawrence case have not been
learned. We call for the immediate imple-
mentation of the recommendations in the
Macpherson report pertaining to police ac-
countability and measures to stop racial vio-
lence. As the cases of Satpal Ram and others
have demonstrated, too often the victims of
racial violence are being punished for fight-
ing back against perpetrators. We say self-
defence is no offence. 

● Repeal Section 28 without delay. Equal
rights for lesbians, gay men and bisex-

uals with heterosexuals in all legal
matters—age of consent, part-
nership and parenting rights, pro-
tection from discrimination at
work or in the community—and
action to stamp out homopho-
bic violence. 
● End discrimination against

women in jobs and society at
large—fine all employers who
refuse to grant equal pay for equal
work. For a woman’s right to choose
to have an abortion, an end to the

NHS “post-
code lot-
tery” on

abortion fa-
cilities, for free,

safe contracep-
tion on demand

and increased pro-
vision of sex educa-

tion, an expansion of
free nursery places and

diverse forms of child-
care. Support for the vic-

tims of violence and abuse,
and a mobilisation to end do-

mestic violence in our society.  
● End the exploitation and harass-

ment of youth—no curfews, restore ben-
efits and increase non-commercial facilities

for youth, end young people’s exemption
from the minimum wage, for the right of school
students to organise their own unions, lower the
voting age to 16. 

parent women into low paid jobs under threat
of losing benefit rather than extending free
nursery provision, affordable housing, prop-
erly resourced education and training pro-
grammes, and ensuring women get equal
pay for equal work. Likewise, New Labour has
focused on tightening the scrutiny of people
with disabilities through the machinery of in-
capacity benefit rather than on enforcing the
half-hearted legislation on accessibility of build-
ings and services for people with disabilities. 

The Socialist Alliance fights for an end to
all forms of social discrimination, and for mea-
sures to make equality a reality for all: 
● Defend asylum seekers, scrap the voucher,
dispersal and detention systems. Give asylum
seekers and refugees the right to work, tear
up the EU’s Schengen treaty and the “Fortress
Europe” policy that criminalises people from
the Third World. Why should multinational cor-
porations be free to move anywhere they like
while human beings face discrimination and
persecution if they try to do the same thing?
The Socialist Alliance fights for freedom of
movement, open borders and an end to im-
migration laws. 
● Stop police harassment of black
people. Justice for those whose rel-
atives have died in prison or police
custody. A systematic eradi-
cation of racism in all our in-
stitutions—the police, the
civil service, the media,
the courts and prisons. 
● We support all mea-
sures to make the
police accountable to
democratically
elected, civi l ian
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“Control freakery” is the hallmark of New
Labour. In contrast, the Socialist Alliance stands
for the expansion of democracy and partic-
ipation. Despite having the “mother of par-
liaments”, countless decisions that shape our
lives are made behind our backs by people
who are neither elected nor accountable.
Big business donors now determine the poli-
cies of the major parties. The power of money
has undermined democracy, and has pro-
duced a political system riddled with sleaze
and corruption.  

For the Socialist Alliance, socialism is about
protecting and expanding our democratic
rights. It is about making real the promise of
self-government and equal rights for all. It is
about promoting accountability, transparency
and accessibility—without compromise—in all
our institutions. 
● Defend the right to a fair trial before a jury—
New Labour’s plans will lead to more miscar-
riages of justice, more pointless prison sentences,
more scope for bigotry and prejudice. 
● Repeal Tory and Labour restrictions on
freedom of assembly and association, the
right to silence, and protection from arbitrary
police powers. Repeal the Criminal Justice
Act, the Terrorism Act, the Regulation of In-
vestigatory Powers Act and the Emergency
Powers Act.
● Expand access to and funding for legal aid,
reinstate legal aid for personal injury, fund
law centres, Citizen Advice Bureaux and other
agencies to ensure working class people can
secure their rights under law. Reduce court
fees. All laws should be drafted in plain lan-
guage accessible to the citizen.
● End big business influence in elections and
political decision making—tough legal penal-
ties for failure to make full public disclosures
of all financial interests and earnings. End
“moonlighting” (second incomes) by MPs—
MPs should receive an average worker’s wage.
In elections there should be a “level playing
field” for all democratic parties including equal
access to the media and to public spaces.
● For a real Freedom of Information Act con-
forming to the highest standards of openness
and practical access.
● Oppose the cabinet and mayoral system
in local government—decision making by
local authorities must be open and ac-
countable. There must be genuine opportu-
nities for local people to inspect and influence
decision making in all its stages. 
● Replace the quango trust boards currently
running the NHS with elected health authori-
ties involving representatives of health work-
ers and local communities.
● End the monopoly of the media barons
and open the media to the people—state-
funded public access TV, radio and printed
media open to all. Expand the number of

● End discrimination against senior citizens,
including in employment, Ensure senior citi-
zens have the means to take a full part in our
society—raise pensions, lower the retirement
age, provide free quality residential care to
those who need it or resources to enable
senior citizens to live in their own home with
free phone, TV and internet access, free fuel
and transport. Action to protect elderly people
from violence and abuse. 
● End discrimination against disabled people
and those with mental health problems in em-
ployment and in social life. Increase benefits
for disabled people and end harassment by
benefits agencies. Investment in resources—
building design, transport, leisure facilities,
etc—to make disabled access a reality. Equal
rights and legal representation for people
threatened with compulsory treatment orders
and detainment against their will. 
● A concerted drive for equal access to sport-
ing resources and facilities for women, black
and ethnic minority communities, and disabled
athletes. Commercial sponsorship of sports re-
stricted to male participants will be banned, so
if Vodafone wants to sponsor Manchester
United for £30 million it will have to cough up
another £30 million for women’s football.

How
democratic
is Britain?
FAR from reversing the Tories’ attacks on our
civil liberties and democratic rights, New
Labour has deepened the damage. Even as
New Labour has granted ever greater free-
doms to big business, it has imposed ever
greater restrictions on our rights and liberties. 

Jack Straw’s shameful Freedom of Infor-
mation Act has been condemned by cam-
paigners as “weaker than the Conservatives’
openness code”. The new Terrorism Act has
imposed frightening curbs on basic political
freedoms. The Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Act extends the state’s powers to
mount electronic surveillance of individuals.
While legal aid and equal access to justice
are eroded, the Lord Chancellor’s office is
mired in favouritism and party fundraising. In
this general election New Labour is seeking
a mandate to further restrict our right to a fair
trial before a jury and to lock up unprece-
dented numbers in (increasingly privatised)
prisons. It wants to put a price tag on justice. 

❛ I was in the
Labour Party for
20 years but now I
am standing for
the Socialist
Alliance. I want to
give voters the
chance to vote
against the
oppression of
asylum seekers
and the attacks
on basic civil
liberties, such as
the right to jury
trial, which this
government is
mounting.❜
● LOUISE CHRISTIAN,

solicitor for the
victims of the
Southall and

Ladbroke Grove rail
crashes 
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wealth. These are the real “causes of crime”,
but New Labour has not been nearly so “tough”
on them as it promised to be. Starved of the
human and financial resources to rebuild new
and supportive communities and really tackle
“social exclusion”, the situation in the most de-
prived areas has changed little since 1997,
and many people are left feeling vulnerable
to and aggrieved by criminal activity. 

It’s not socialists but the police, preoccu-
pied with protecting the property of the
wealthy, who are largely indifferent to the
problems of petty burglary, robbery and vio-
lent crime against working class families in
inner city areas and council estates. And it’s
the Socialist Alliance, not New Labour, that
will put an end to the dog eat dog “free
market” policies that have encouraged the
growth of crime. 

Jack Straw’s policy of talking “tough on
crime” merely echoes the failed policies of his
Tory predecessors. Stepping up police ha-
rassment and building more jails to lock up
more people for longer clearly does nothing
to make communities safe or to rehabilitate
criminals. All the evidence shows that prisons,
far from deterring crime, serve to brutalise and
dehumanise young offenders. They also act as
training centres, turning petty thieves into skilled
professional criminals. Resources need to be
made available urgently for more effective
alternatives to imprisonment—alternatives
which have been shown to minimise levels of
repeat offences. 
● The Socialist Alliance will deal with crime by
building strong communities, expanding
youth facilities and improving public safety—
employing more concierges, investing in
better street lighting, designing or redesign-
ing housing estates so that everyone can
walk to and from their home freely, without
fear of being trapped in a place hidden
from public view. 
● We support all measures to make the police
accountable to democratically elected civil-
ian bodies. Stop police attacks on trade union-
ists, black people, young people and those
exercising the right to protest or demonstrate.
End the armed policing policies that led to
the shooting of Harry Stanley and others. End
the use of CS gas, batons, manacles and
other forms of weaponry on vulnerable
people. Disband all special police units. 
● Legalise cannabis and decriminalise all
drugs. For accessible health facilities for users
who need them.
● End inhuman conditions in prisons—the So-
cialist Alliance aims to reduce the prison pop-
ulation to the bare minimum, and to ensure
those remaining in prison are rehabilitated
for useful jobs and life outside. This means
provision of appropriate mental and other
health services. Prisoners must be allowed

radio franchises issued, and change the cri-
teria for them to ensure genuine diversity and
community access in radio. For an effective
right to reply in all media. Internet access in
every home—ensure cheap and equal
access to emerging media technologies (dig-
ital broadcasts, mobile phones, etc). Main-
tain and expand the BBC as a public service,
and replace the BBC board of governors with
a representative and accountable body. 
● Protection for rank and file personnel against
bullying in the armed forces, full trade union
and democratic rights in the armed forces,
end officers’ privileged status.

Thatcher’s children
MARGARET Thatcher famously insisted that
“there is no such thing as society, just individ-
ual men and women, and their families”. More
than two decades of Thatcherite economic
and social policies have indeed served to
break up communities and weaken the bonds
of social solidarity. They have also produced
entrenched deprivation side by side with great



Socialist Alliance manifesto 17

and corporate sponsors and media giants
given free rein. In a democratic society the
Socialist Alliance does not believe we can
leave arts, sports and the media to the free
market.

Sport for all, not for profit
THE Socialist Alliance believes sport is a public
service, and that sports institutions (football
clubs, governing bodies, etc) should be pub-
licly owned and democratically accountable
to the people who play and watch. Unlike
New Labour, the Socialist Alliance will not let
big money determine the future of football
and other sports, which have been created
and maintained by working class people, not
multinational corporations. We aim to pro-
vide all children and adults with real access
to and choice of sporting participation. 
● Increased spending on a diverse range of
sporting facilities and activities in schools and
communities. End the privatisation of local
authority leisure services. No sale of land cur-
rently used to play sport.
● Working class children get the worst sport-
ing deal. The Socialist Alliance supports the
provision of diverse forms of PE in schools, in-
vestment in school-based sporting facilities,
and payment for teachers supervising sports
activities. 
● No more expensive status-seeking World
Cup and Olympic bids!
● Get rid of the “blue blazer brigade” who
run English sport, including the white, male,
millionaire-dominated FA. Replace them with
democratic and representative bodies with
statutory duties to ensure equal and easy
access, diverse community participation, etc.
Strict and total separation of sponsors, media
interests and sports management.
● Ensure the free telecast of all major sporting
events in Britain, or involving British teams or
competitors. We will not allow Rupert Murdoch
to decide what we can and cannot watch.
Regulate ticket prices for all live sporting events
to ensure access for working class people.
● A concerted drive for equal access to sport-
ing resources and facilities for women, black
and ethnic minority communities, and disabled
athletes. Commercial sponsorship of sports re-
stricted to male participants will be banned, so
if Vodafone wants to sponsor Manchester
United for £30 million it will have to cough up
another £30 million for women’s football.
● Active opposition to racism and jingoism in
spectator sport.

The arts: diversity and
participation
THE combination of government underfund-
ing and corporate power is profoundly un-
dermining our cultural freedom and creativity,
as well as working class access to diverse art

the opportunity to develop themselves as
human beings, and enjoy full democratic
rights and safeguards. People should only
be imprisoned a short distance from their
homes, and there should be only one pris-
oner per self-contained cell, daily visiting
hours and weekly 24-hour conjugal visits and
worthwhile prison work at trade union rates.
Prisoners should have the right to vote and
seek election, and their votes should be
counted in the constituency where they ac-
tually live, not where they originate. 

Real democracy
IN order to create a genuinely democratic
society we will also need to transform many
of our state and civil institutions. 
● Establish fixed-term democratic elections,
based on proportional representation and
the accountability of all elected officials, and
of all MPs to their constituents. 
● Abolish the monarchy, the House of Lords,
the Privy Council and Crown Powers—these ar-
chaic institutions have no place in a society
of free and equal human beings. 
● Disestablish the churches of England and
Scotland—a democratic society requires the
complete separation of church and state, not
least to ensure that we all enjoy the freedom
to worship, or not, as we choose. 
● For the right of self-determination to Scotland
and Wales—it is up to the people of Scotland
and Wales to decide where their future lies. 
● Abolish the Lord Chancellor’s office—all
judges to be elected and accountable.
Create a free national legal service (similar to
the NHS) to ensure equal and effective access
to justice for everyone. Establish the right to
sue any official before a jury.
● Disband Special Branch, the secret services,
and all surveillance agencies and operations.
Our government’s job is not to spy on its citi-
zens—these unaccountable and secret bodies
undermine democracy. 

Culture:
sport and the
arts
NEW Labour has pursued an elitist policy that
excludes millions from cultural participation
while promoting a corporate-dominated arts
and leisure industry. Local facilities and grass-
roots initiatives are starved of funds, playing
fields are sold off, leisure services privatised,

❛ LABOUR is now
proud to be the
party of big
business.  Thank
goodness there is
now an alternative
in the general
election—the
Socialist Alliance. 

The Socialist
Alliance is doing
what the Labour
Party was formed
to do—understand
and represent the
interests of
ordinary people. 

For all our
sakes, support the
Socialist Alliance.❜

● KEN LOACH, film
director
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● Free museum admission. Free admission to
all government-funded arts events. Free
admission to other (partly) government-
subsidised arts events (performing arts centres,
theatres, opera, sports centres, etc) to all those
under the age of 12, over the age of 60 or in
receipt of welfare benefits. 

Socialism is
international
THE Socialist Alliance stands for international
solidarity with all workers and oppressed peo-
ples struggling against the poverty, famine
and military repression inflicted on them by
the great powers and the multinational
corporations.

Under New Labour, British troops and
planes have continued at the service of im-
perialist interests. Britain has been the US’s
number one partner in crime—in the bombing
and economic strangulation of Iraq, and in
the bombing and devastation in the Balkans.
British arms exports have continued to bolster
some of the world’s most repressive regimes.
The cause of global nuclear disarmament has
been set back by Blair’s insistence on retain-
ing the wasteful and dangerous Trident

forms. Artists and their communities need
greater democratic control over what they
do and how they do it. The whole arts fund-
ing system is in disrepute and deeply unac-
countable. The Arts Council and other
responsible organisations should be disman-
tled and replaced with democratic and ac-
countable bodies.
● Massive increase in arts funding across the
board. The whole infrastructure of the arts is
in deep trouble after years of Tory neglect.
Comparatively, the Europeans (Germans,
French, Scandinavians) dedicate a much
higher percentage of gross domestic prod-
uct to the arts than we do. As a minimum, the
Socialist Alliance will raise arts funding to the
highest current European level. 
● Arts policy (and funding) must be part and
parcel of community and education policy.
Arts should be restored to a central place in
the schools curriculum.
● Abolish the hierarchy of art forms. It is right
to spend money on opera and ballet, but
there should be parity among all art forms—
including children’s and community arts,
innovative, popular, traditional and experi-
mental forms. 
● The rule of the Arts Council accountants
with their business criteria must be overthrown.
The Arts Council should be replaced with a de-
mocratic, accountable and representative
body. The assessment criteria for grants must
be transformed, and secretive procedures re-
placed by transparent ones.
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Our socialist
vision of the
future
THE Socialist Alliance believes that people
should come before profit, that our common
resources should be used for the common
good. We believe that decisions about how
and where we should use those resources
should be made by the people themselves
through democratic means. In order to build
a society in which need comes before greed,
we believe our economy must be reorgan-
ised on a radically democratic basis. 

By socialism we mean nothing like the old
Stalinist Soviet Union, with its repression and
bureaucracy. For us, socialism is about making
solidarity the guiding principle of society. We
mean the working class organising to liber-
ate itself from the rule of profit and create its
own democracy, abolishing the privileges of
managers and officials. Every major industry
should be reorganised on the lines of social
provision for need—publicly owned, and de-
mocratically controlled by workers and the
community. No rich and no poor, no profits
and no wage slavery, no palaces and no
homeless, no jobless and no overworked!

Within the ranks of our Alliance there are
different views on what will eventually be nec-
essary in order to achieve this. But we are all
united on one principle—the decisions on
how to fight for socialism will be made by
working class people themselves, through
their own democratic organisations. Social-
ism will never be achieved behind the backs
of the working class by decree, or by some
committee or other. 

Above all, we are united in our support for
every struggle waged by working class or op-
pressed people against injustice, and for a
more equal and democratic society. 

The policies in this manifesto are based on
a wide-ranging democratic discussion within
the Socialist Alliance. But we know that they
are not exhaustive, comprehensive or the last
word. The Socialist Alliance is committed to
further debate and discussion, and welcomes
your participation in the development of our
socialist alternative.

In the meantime there is now a clear choice in the
general election—a choice between the New Labour/Tory
consensus, and the Socialist Alliance’s programme for
economic and social equality, public ownership and an
expansion of democracy. 

There IS an alternative. Vote Socialist Alliance. 

“deterrent”. Meanwhile, the Blair government
has given strong support to projects, like the
Ilisu dam in Turkey, that benefit British corpo-
rations while threatening the lives and rights of
people on the ground. 

Bomber Blair stands for the unchecked
rule of global capitalism. He has promised in
his second term to promote “liberalisation”
and “flexible labour” through the WTO and
EU. And he is already positioning himself as
George W Bush’s major partner in the devel-
opment and deployment of the US’s reckless
“Star Wars” missile defence system.

The Socialist Alliance argues for a fun-
damental transformation of foreign policy.
Our allies should not be the powerful gov-
ernments of the G8, EU, World Bank and WTO,
but the working people around the world
fighting to rid themselves of corrupt and dic-
tatorial governments. 
● Stop the bombing of Iraq—lift the sanctions
now. 
● British troops out of the Balkans, the Gulf and
Ireland.
● Self-determination for the people of Ireland. 
● Disband NATO, and oppose the use of mili-
tary force in pursuit of British and Western
interests. 
● Nuclear weapons have no place in a
civilised world. For immediate and complete
unilateral nuclear disarmament. A halt to all
cooperation with the US’s “National Missile
Defence” system—no use of Menwith Hill and
Fylingdales. End the use of depleted uranium
and other toxins in weapons. 
● End the arms trade—Britain should no longer
act as a global exchange and mart for in-
struments of death and destruction. Scrap the
Export Credit Guarantee scam, whereby tax-
payers underwrite arms sales. Support all those
struggling for human rights, democracy and
self-determination. No deals with dictators
and repressive regimes.
● Cancel Third World debt—with no condi-
tions. End “structural adjustment” conditions
that impoverish Third World people. For a
major increase in aid spending on democ-
ratic development projects, health, educa-
tion and welfare in poorer countries. Abolish
the IMF, World Bank and World Trade Or-
ganisation, oppose the General Agreement
on Trade and Services (GATS).
● For workers’ and socialist unity across Europe.
For a democratic and federal Europe based
on solidarity and cooperation. Against the
Europe of the bosses, the unelected European
Central Bank, and the creation of “Fortress
Europe” as a bastion of racism and exploita-
tion. Against British nationalism and the re-
raising of barriers between nations in Europe.
No to the monetarist criteria for European
Monetary Union—we neither advocate the
euro nor defend the pound. 

❛ IT’S time to teach
Blair a lesson.
Every vote for the
Socialist Alliance
will put new heart
and spirit into the
growing ranks of
people prepared
to fight. Support
the Socialist
Alliance.❜

● PAUL FOOT,
journalist
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