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The draft Animal Welfare Bill modernises and brings together into one
statute 21 Acts relating to the welfare of captive and domestic
animals in England and Wales.

The Bill will protect from cruelty and promote the welfare of
vertebrate animals that are domesticated, kept, or held in captivity by
man. The legislation for non-farmed animals – some of which dates
back to the nineteenth century – is in urgent need of revision.

The Bill will take forward the principles contained in the Animal Health
and Welfare Strategy for Great Britain. 

The Bill extends to England and Wales. The Bill does not extend to
Scotland and Northern Ireland. The Scottish Executive have
commenced a public consultation to consider introducing similar
legislation in the Scottish Parliament.
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The Bill will:

• Strengthen and amend offences relating to animal fighting,
for which provision is currently made in the Protection of Animals
Act 1911.

• Modernise and re-define the offence of cruelty, which is already
a substantive offence under the 1911 Act

• Impose a duty of care to ensure the welfare of animals on owners of
animals and those responsible for them based upon existing good
practice. A similar provision already exists to protect farmed animals.

• Extend powers to make regulations in respect of both farmed and
non-farmed animals. This will enable action to be taken as welfare
needs arise. It will also facilitate compliance with EU and
international obligations on animal welfare.

• Improve the way that activities are regulated, where there
is a need to ensure animal welfare standards are met. This will
involve bringing together many common provisions on licensing
that exist in separate pieces of legislation, with a focus on improving
the quality of inspections. Licensing will be required for both new
and currently regulated activities but will be required only where
necessary to ensure animal welfare standards. 

• Impose a ban on mutilations – such as the tail docking of dogs
– subject to limited exceptions only where there are welfare
or good management reasons for the mutilation.

• Increase the effectiveness of animal welfare law enforcement. This
will include the provision of additional powers for inspectors from
central and local government and the police where it has become
apparent that this is necessary. It should make it more difficult to
circumvent a disqualification order made by the court.

• Increase the range of sentences available to the courts when
dealing with the various offences in the Bill.
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The House of Commons Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Committee has decided to conduct pre-legislative scrutiny of the
draft Bill. The Committee will invite written evidence on the draft Bill
and, at this stage, expects to take oral evidence on the draft Bill
in September

The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (EFRA) Select Committee
is releasing its own press notice containing details of how to submit
evidence on the draft Animal Welfare Bill. 

A copy of the draft Animal Welfare Bill is available from the website: 

www.official-documents.co.uk/document/cm62/6252/6252.htm
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