
 
Title: Enjoying Puerto Rican Artists 
 
Grade Ranges:  
_X_K-4 
___5-8 
___9-12  
 
Subject Tag: 
World Languages: Spanish 
Art and Music: Visual Art 
 
Synopsis: 
Elementary students are not too young to begin appreciating the visual arts, which can 
become a lifelong interest. Elementary school is a wonderful time to expose students to 
other cultures and their art. While elementary students are not old enough to appreciate 
everything regarding art, they can begin to understand things such as theme, symmetry, 
balance, lines, shapes, etc. In this lesson, students view,  — in person, online, or in books 
— the works of different Puerto Rican artists and discuss their reactions to the artwork. 
The artwork provides a window into Puerto Rican culture and the study of Spanish. Older 
students may be able to compare and contrast different works of art, and all students will 
finish the lesson by having opinions regarding Puerto Rican art. To close the lesson plan, 
students can create their own version of Puerto Rican art based on an artist they enjoyed. 
 
Keywords:  
Jose Campeche, Franciso Oller, Antonio Martorell, Rafael Ferrer, Jorge Zeno, Rafael 
Tufino, Puerto Rico, art, symmetry, theme, balance, shapes, virtual museums  
 
Body:  
Recommended Puerto Rican artists for this lesson: 
Jose Campeche, Franciso Oller, Antonio Martorell, Rafael Ferrer, Jorge Zeno, Rafael 
Tufino  
 
Begin by having students gather in front of the television and show a few clips of well-
known, classical art from a CD or video. Discuss why these are classical or well known. 
Introduce basic art vocabulary based on your students’ ages and abilities, and use this 
vocabulary throughout the lesson. Choose vocabulary such as lines, symmetry, theme, 
color, shade, etc. Do not make this an art class but rather a review or overview of art 
terms.  
 
Next, introduce students to three to five well-known artists from Puerto Rico by using the 
following format: 

• Present brief background of artist 
• Show a few examples of work. 
• Ask if students like/dislike the works. Why? 
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You can also ask students to discuss the choices the artists have made in their works — 
i.e., why did they pick certain colors or certain themes, among specific qualities within 
different works. 
If you decide to show examples of the artists’ works from the Internet or other digital 
source, use largest TV screen available. If you do not have the technological capabilities 
necessary to view works of art in this way, use books and posters to display the artwork. 
Discuss the art terms with the different works of art. The discussion should encourage 
students to notice a theme, the use of lines, shadows, etc. 
 
When complete, have students select an artist and one of the artist’s works of art. Once 
students have made their selections, you can have them: 

• Make an informational brochure describing both the artist and the work of art.  
• Mimic the artwork by imitating its theme, colors, and/or medium.  

 
Note: the Web sites below are suggested primarily for you to locate examples of artists’ 
works and for you to learn about the artists. You will have to decide how (and if) to use 
these resources with your students. 
 
Related Links:  
Welcome to Puerto Rico: Arts and Crafts 
http://welcome.topuertorico.org/culture/artsc.shtml 
This page provides an introduction to the arts in Puerto Rico and is part of a large site that 
provides all kinds of information on the island, its people, and its culture. 
 
José Campeche: Un Pintor Puertorriqueño 
http://members.tripod.com/~josecampeche 
This site provide provides a basic biography, many examples of Campeche’s work, and 
links to related sites. The site is in Spanish. 
 
Francisco Oller 
 http://www.zenstudio.com/pr/artists/oller/oller.htm  
This page contains a brief biography of Oller in Spanish and English along with the 
image of one of his most famous paintings, The Wake. 
 
Francisco Oller: Still Life with Coconuts 
http://www.artnet.com/magazine/features/karlins/karlins5-24-1.asp 
This page features the image of one of Oller’s paintings from an article on artnet.com. 
 
Artcyclopedia: Rafael Ferrer 
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/ferrer_rafael.html 
This site links to an example of Ferrer’s the work in a museum as well as to articles about 
the artist. This site is in English.  
 
Shark’s Ink: Rafael Ferrer 
http://www.sharksink.com/artists.asp?artists=17 
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This site provides a very brief biography of Rafael Ferrer and several examples or his 
work along with a photograph of him painting.  The company that runs the site publishes 
contemporary artwork and will provide a complete biography upon request. 
 
Antonio Martorell: Doña Provi's Garden 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ruag/98S/amartorell/martorellproject.html 
This page features an image of an art garden that Martorell created as part of an exhibit at 
Rice University. 
 
Antonio Martorell  
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/panyc/martorel.html   
This site provides information on the artist, as well as information on an art project 
Martorell headed up at an elementary school in NYC. 
 
Rafael Tufino  
http://www.preb.com/qs/qsoy92.htm 
This Spanish-language site presents information on the artist and his works. It also 
displays some of his works, including one that you can view at a large size. 
 
Jorge Zeno  
www.jorgezeno.com  
This web site provides  information on the artist and examples of his work. It also allows 
you to read the information in Spanish or English.  
 
 
Features:  
____Contains special education tips  
____Quick Activity (less than 30 minutes; story starter) 
_X_Requires Internet access for students to complete  
 
 
 
Objectives:  
Students will view pictures of artwork of selected Puerto Rican artists and discuss the 
works and the artists using basic art terms, present information on the artists, and form 
opinions on the artwork, orally or in writing. 
 
 
Standards:  
NY: 1.1. Listening and speaking are primary communicative goals in modern language 
learning. These skills are used for the purposes of socializing, providing and acquiring 
information, expressing personal feelings and opinions, and getting others to adopt a 
course of action. 
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NYC: A2a.  Make an oral presentation of project plans or findings to an appropriate 
audience. A3b. Use information technology to assist in gathering, organizing, and 
presenting information. 
 
CT: 6. Connections students will acquire and use information from a variety of sources 
only available in the world language, using technology, print, audiovisual, media, data, 
and human resources. 8. Comparisons among cultures students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and 
their own. 9. Communities students will use the world language both within and beyond 
the school setting for personal enjoyment, enrichment and active participation. 
 
NJ: 7.2. All students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationship 
between language and culture for at least one world language in addition to English. 
 
Prerequisite Skills:  
1. Basic knowledge of basic art terms to be discussed, perhaps in Spanish. 
 
Time Required:  
two to four class periods 
 
Technology and Materials Needed:  

1. computer with Internet abilities 
2. connection from TV to computer with high resolution on both (optional) 
3. examples of artwork from the featured artists 

 
Assessment Criteria:  

• Have students create their version of one of the art works considered using just 
yarn (K-1) or other media (2-4). 

• Have the students create a brochure describing either the artist and his work or the 
museum. 

 
Recommended Lesson Plan Review Date:  
 
Review Comments: 
Check Web site. 


	Welcome to Puerto Rico: Arts and Crafts
	Francisco Oller
	Francisco Oller: Still Life with Coconuts

	Artcyclopedia: Rafael Ferrer
	Shark’s Ink: Rafael Ferrer
	Antonio Martorell
	Rafael Tufino
	Jorge Zeno



