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GITA attendees from around the world
came to Annual Conference 27 for spe-
cific educational purposes and to see new
technology. Overall, the attendees were
happy with their experiences.

Lori Odegard, senior GIS analyst
for BP Canada,
Calgary, Alberta,
said, “I usually
go to GITA’s Oil &
Gas Conference
in Houston, but
this year I wanted
to come here be-
cause there is
more to choose
from. I’m here to
select new tech-
nologies for our
company. We’re out of the data harvest-
ing stage and are now bringing data to-
gether so that we have more control
over it.”

George Flew, vice president of informa-

tion systems for Jackson Energy Author-
ity, Jackson,
Tenn., has been
coming to GITA
for years. “This
has always been
a good show; I’ve
never had a bad
show here,” he
said. The ses-
sions are really
the meat of it. I re-
ally liked Pat
Drinnan’s ses-
sion on mobile asset management. What
I like is that most of the presenters are us-
ing real-world examples and showing
how technology is really used in the field.

“GITA’s broad industry focus is what
I’m here for. I’m looking for industry
trends and to talk to those using differ-
ent systems than we do. Our main areas
of interest are field GIS applications and
workforce management.”

Also expressing interest in GITA’s
broad industry focus was Denis Vanier,
project manager for Gaz Metro, Inc.,

Montreal, Q.C. “It is a different experi-
ence than going to a user group,” Vanier
concluded. “GITA offers a great way to
see different vendors. I also attended the
OpenGIS seminar where several people
had some very in-
teresting stuff to
share,” he said.
“There were a lot
of people in that
seminar.”

“I’m here to
learn about how
to migrate to the
new Intergraph
software,” he ex-
plained. “I came
to find out what
the hurdles will be before doing it.”

Mark Sedgwick of CDM Systems,
Victoria, B.C., described himself as “ev-
erything from the mail clerk to president”
of his one-man consulting operation,
which offers application development
and systems integration. “I’m here to see
what new products are offered for mobile
integration and GPS,” he said.

He cited one presentation about Web-
based solutions that was fairly high-level,
and he was look-
ing forward to
reading the pre-
senter’s paper.

What was ex-
citing for Mike
Quinn, GIS ana-
lyst for BC Hydro
in Burnaby,
B.C., was Pat
Drinnan’s actual
demo of his mo-
bile product.
“Usually all you get is a PowerPoint
[presentation],” he said. “This year I’m
concentrating on the mobile track. I hope
to get the company a mobile track on as-
sets by Christmas.” Quinn has attended
many GITA seminars in previous years,
and noted that his company has sent
down “a lot of programmers” to the show
this year.

“I was surprised by the big turnout

GITA Attendees Rave About Their Conference Experience
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During his “Technology Trends in the
Spatial Industry” presentation on Tues-
day, Peter Batty, CTO of Ten Sails, Green-
wood Village, Colo., reminded the
audience about how far spatial technolo-
gies have progressed in a short time, and
how they will likely change dramatically
in the near future.

“Ten years ago, we had no concept of
using the Internet for mapping,” Batty
told the crowd of more than 200 people
filling every seat, sitting on the floor, and

a range of up to 30 miles.
As wireless capabilities advance,

Batty sees GPS and local positions sys-
tems (LPS) becoming more prevalent.
Whereas GPS provides location tracking
outdoors, LPS relies on ultra-wideband
and RFID (radio frequency identifica-
tion) tags to track assets indoors.

Combining all these concepts together
results in what Batty calls “sentient com-
puting,” whereby a computer or device
reacts to and displays information accord-
ing to your location — in a conference
room, a utility truck, or a job site.

“If you can combine lots of these
(technologies), it can improve the way
you work,” Batty explained. “Ulti-
mately, where all this is going is that in

Batty: Wireless, “Sentient Computing” As Hot Technology Trends
standing against
the walls.

He then out-
lined technology
trends that would
have key impacts
in the next 10
years, predicting
that Web services,
wireless technolo-
gies, and sentient
computing would
most affect the
utilities and geo-
spatial industries.

“When you look at what’s happening
with Web services, there are a lot of dif-
ferent things going on,” Batty said, not-
ing that Web services and standards will
be essential for interactive access to spa-
tial databases anywhere in the world. He
also predicted that there is not going to
be a single interface standard for
geospatial data, ... there will be several
that we need to support.”

As for wireless technologies, Batty
said that they will be the single biggest
change in the next couple of years. “Ad-
vances in GPRS, 3G, WiFi, and a new
technology, WiMax, will eliminate cur-
rent issues related to data download and
synchronization,” Batty said. WiMax is
similar to WiFi Internet access, but with

Attendees Rave, page 4

10 years, we will have self-updating
geodatabases.”

By way of example, Batty noted that
as facilities are placed in the field, they
will automatically and wirelessly update
the corporate database with their loca-
tion. RFID tags, LPS, GPS, sentient com-
puting, and other technologies will
eliminate the need for such field crews to
record and enter positions and attributes.

Batty’s insight about sentient comput-
ing and other technologies clearly im-
pressed conference attendees.

“He looked at GIS in a completely dif-
ferent light,” said Mike Goggin, business
analyst with electric and gas utility
Exelon Corporation. “He looks at things
well in advance to open our eyes.”

Goggin also noted that Batty’s presen-
tation is a great example of the benefits of
the annual GITA conference.

“The technology we work on is what’s
just in front of us today, and getting in-
formation now can help us be prepared
for this future technology,” Goggin said.

A standing-room-only crowd participated in the
“Technology Trends in the Spatial Industry” session on Tuesday.

Lori Odegard

George Flew

Denis Vanier

Mark Sedgwick
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“Who’s better to tell you what you got
in the field then the guy standing beside
it?” Pat Drinnan asked the audience of ap-
proximately 150 people attending his
“Asset Management 101—Field-Driven ...
Field-Enabled!” educational session Tues-
day morning.

Drinnan is supervisor of facilities
mapping at Aquila Networks Canada,
an investor-owned electricity utility
with more than 525,000 customers in
British Columbia and Alberta. He ac-
cepted a GITA Innovator Award on be-
half of Aquila Networks Canada on
Monday. He was responsible for devel-
oping and deploying a mobile GIS solu-
tion based on Intergraph’s  FRAMME
FieldView and enhancing and custom-
izing it to support Aquila’s business
workflow requirements.

During the session, Drinnan outlined
how Aquila uses field-captured data to
drive asset management, maintenance,
repair, and outage functions. He also
demonstrated the program to illustrate
and emphasize the importance of keep-
ing field data capture and analysis
simple and easy to use.

“One of the things we have done that
has improved acceptance and under-
standing is to tie the mapping to a GPS
unit. So, every truck in our service terri-
tory has a GPS installed on it,” Drinnan
said.

He noted that when a lineman arrives
at a location, he simply types “shift+F4”
and the field program returns a map
centered on the location of the truck.
There is no need for the lineman to pan-
and-zoom a map or enter coordinates or
a feature identification number.

Drinnan also showcased several
other features of the mobile solution,
such as the ability of the program to trace
circuits directly in the field after a repair,
and creating and loading data into the
database about which customers had
outages and for how long. In addition,
the program includes a feature that al-
lows users to import work orders from
an Excel spreadsheet and receive a map
highlighting the locations of the day’s
repair/maintenance assignments.

Information from the field program
typically updates to the database every
two hours via a docking connection.

“We don’t find a need for real-time  wire-
less updates yet,” Drinnan said.

Conference attendees found
Drinnan’s presentation to be right on
track and enthusiastically asked ques-
tions about the success of the deploy-
ment, the timeline for implementation,
and the resulting improvements in cus-
tomer service.

In the past, Drinnan explained, cus-
tomers who called to ask why their
power was out would receive an apol-
ogy and a “Gee, we hope it doesn’t hap-
pen again.” With the FieldView solution
and its links to the database, Aquila Net-
works can now tell customers exactly
when and why their power was out.

“It’s made a big difference in cus-
tomer service when we can tell custom-
ers what is going on with their
particular service,” Drinnan said.

• Brook Durant, City of Bellevue,
Wash., will replace Bernie J. Osiowy
today at 11:00 a.m.. Durant will present
“Integrating Geospatial Technology at
the City of Bellvue.”

• Kecia Pierce, Intergraph, will re-
place Md. Shan Alamgir today at 8:00
a.m. Pierce will present “The Benefits
of Data Alchemy—Discover the Data
That’s Out There and How to Mine It.”

• ROK Technologies Inc. has
moved to booth #929.

•   Utility Automation & Engineer-
ing has moved to booth #1009.

Drinnan Shares Field-Driven,
Field-Enabled Mobile Solution
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The term “Homeland Security” is ooz-
ing from presentations, marketing mate-
rials, and cocktail-hour discussions at
GITA’s Annual Conference 27, so what
better way to wrap up the event than to
attend the closing panel, “Homeland Se-
curity: Protecting our Infrastructure,” to-
day from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. in Ballroom 6A.

Moderated by Scottie Barnes, the  edi-
tor-in-chief of Geospatial Solutions and
GeoIntelligence, the high-level panel will
tackle the tough questions that everyone
wants answered regarding the imple-
mentation of a security program.

Panelists include John L. Crowe, act-
ing director, geospatial management of-
fice, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security; Col. Kevin Frisbie, USAF mili-
tary director, Project Alpha Joint Futures
Lab, U.S. Joint Forces Command; Thomas
Richardson, captain, Seattle Fire Depart-
ment; Jim Schoonover, preparedness unit
manager, Washington State Emergency
Management Division; and Barney T.
Yoshioka, IT program manager, Hawai-
ian Electric Company.

Participants will examine concerns

Pat Drinnan

about homeland security policies affect-
ing utilities and municipalities; discuss
the availability of federal funds for secu-
rity applications; investigate the need for
data sharing/data restriction; and share
concerns about our nation’s readiness to
respond to a disaster affecting infrastruc-
ture. Among the more contentious issues
to be addressed is that of data sharing
and security.

“The panel is structured to surface is-
sues surrounding infrastructure protec-
tion,” Barnes said. “GITA has really
assembled a top-notch group, many of
whom can take what they learn and ap-
ply it as they develop and influence na-
tional spending and local policy making.

“The panel can look at this issue from
Frisbie’s large-scale perspective of protect-
ing the North American continent, then
drill down to local neighborhood concerns,
as we hear what Richardson has to say.

“There is still a lot of work to be done.
The deployment of spatial technologies for
homeland security is still relatively new,”
Barnes said, “and there are a lot of issues
that have yet to be engaged. But one thing
that everyone agrees on is the need to both
prevent and prepare for disaster.”

GITA Panel Asks “Are We Secure?”
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So, what’s the buzz this year? Mo-
bile resource management is definitely
a hot topic. Managing field crews, ve-
hicles, and assets is a challenge, and
operating in a disconnected environ-
ment away from the office can add a
level of complexity to the situation. Luck-
ily, a number of exhibitors at Conference
27 have addressed the mobile user and
are showing off some nifty solutions.

Intergraph mapping and geospatial
solutions (IMGS booth #339) has made
their network model available for use
and extended its solutions to field op-
erations. Having added more than 30
new customers to their portfolio since
last year, the Intergraph crew is sharing
some impressive stories about ROI that
has been realized from extending
geotechnology and making it available
to the mobile workforce. The company’s
IntelliWhere™ OnDemand is a low-cost
solution for handhelds enabling field
crews to view, update, and update maps,
asset information, and diagrams in a
mobile environment.

Would-be mobile mapping profes-
sionals can see a number of hardware
solutions on the floor, including the
TDS Recon from Tripod Data Systems
(booth #203). The waterproof Recon
weighs in at 17 ounces and exceeds
military specifications for drop, vibra-
tion, and temperature extremes. The
Recon comes with a 200 MHz or 400
MHz Intel® XScale™processor, 64 or
128 MB RAM, and Flash storage to
protect your data from accidental resets
or power loss.

Beyond the Map…
Rugged and Mobile on the Floor

WalkAbout Computers Inc. (booth
#611) is demonstrating its HammerHead
XRT. Best described as lightweight,
powerful, and versatile, this “ultra-
rugged” device is well suited for tough
applications and extreme environ-
ments. Noteworthy features include
800/933 MHz Intel® Pentium®III pro-
cessor, 10.4” 800x600 color display,
and it weighs in at 4.5 lbs. Select from
Pen Tablet and Touch screen Tablet PC
versions.

Visitors to Xplore Technologies®

Corp. (booth #917) can check out the
iX104™ wireless Tablet PC. The iX104
comes in two flavors, iX104R (Ren-
egade) and iX104T (All Terrain), provid-
ing enhanced functionality with both
active stylus and finger touch input
available in a single device (sweet!). Fea-
tures include Pentium®III processor, 48
MB of video memory, built-in wireless
communication. Best of all, the Ren-
egade is priced under $3,000.

Not to be outdone, Panasonic
(booth #742) is showing off the
toughbook 18—a rugged, wireless,
lightweight, and convertible device.
This nifty rugged notebook PC easily
converts to Tablet PC design mode. It
weighs in at 4.5 lbs, comes with inte-
grated WAN, WLAN, and GPS and is
powered by Intel® Centrio™ technol-
ogy. Battery operation for this unit is
rated at 4 to 6 hours.

These are by no means the only mo-
bile solutions awaiting you on the ex-
hibition floor. Check out the technology
for yourself and think about how you
can extend your workspace to a mobile
and rugged work environment.
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“We want to learn more about integration
of geospatial software and see what oth-
ers are using,
then decide
whether to use
basic program-
mer skills or an
interface to
achieve what we
want. The CIS in-
tegration seminar
was really good.”

Budget con-
straints may have
kept people away
from conferences
the past three
years, but this
year, some attend-
ees feel there is a
swing toward a
commitment to
trade conference
a t t e n d a n c e
within their orga-
nizations. “This
year our com-
pany sent nine
people to GITA,” said Patricia
Hartsough, application development
manager for Xcel Energy, Denver, Colo.,
a business partner with IBM. “GITA of-
fers a great opportunity to see all the new
GIS products. The Monday OpenGIS semi-
nar was a new area for me as I had not
read up on that and it was interesting.”

“We have seen a new trend in the util-
ity sector,” said Nancy Rich, vice presi-
dent of account management for the
Energy & Utilities Division of
LogicaCMG (booth #801), noting the im-
petus behind her company’s develop-
ment the ARM (Asset Resource
Management) product. “The biggest
trend in the industry today is a shift to
business transformation outsourcing,”
she continued.

“The line of business in the utility is
maturing and they are looking for addi-
tional ways to lower costs,” Rich said.
Business process outsourcing and man-
aged operations and application services
are one aspect of this cutting of costs.

“ARM addresses these needs by fo-
cusing first on the resource side of the
business,” said Rich.

ARM is a suite of enterprise products
for integrating work management, com-
pliance tracking, and mobile computing.
The system can, in turn, be implemented
with CIS, GIS, outage management, and
other strategic systems. LogicaCMG is
releasing products in the ARM suite for
phased implementation. Thus, at last
year’s GITA Annual Conference, the com-

The Annual Chapter Forum was
held yesterday. Thank you to all
Chapter Executive Board Members
who attended. Stop by the GITA Chap-
ter booth (#909), visit with your chap-
ter leaders, and learn more about how
you can become involved at the local
level.

We are pleased to recognize the
2003 GITA Regional Chapter Award
Winners in the categories of meetings,
membership, organization, commu-
nication, and student education.

har*GIS LLC (booth #227), provider
of mobile Field Information Systems™,
has announced a partnership with
Mentor Engineering Inc., manufacturer
of innovative, rugged wireless data and
Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) solu-
tions that automate the dispatching, sta-
tus reporting, and data collection
functions of the mobile workforce.

Partnerships with Enspiria™, which
provides consulting, systems integra-
tion, data services, and staff augmenta-
tions to utilities, and Panasonic®

Toughbook®, which makes rugged tab-
let computers, were also announced.

Field Information Systems improve
operations by automating the flow of
data to and from the field and by elimi-
nating the paper-based business pro-
cesses performed by field crews. “The

“ArcGIS 9 allows GIS functionality to
be displayed anywhere,” said ESRI Presi-
dent Jack Dangermond at a Monday press
conference. “We are really excited about
this project. ArcGIS 9 was released two
weeks ago and we are now shipping.”

ArcGIS 9 is a framework of integrated
GIS software products for building a com-
plete GIS. The fundamental architecture
of ArcGIS enables users to deploy GIS
functionality and business logic wherever
it is needed: on desktops and servers, over
the Web, or in the field. This architecture,
coupled with the geodatabase, forms the
building blocks for assembling intelligent
geographic information systems. “Perfor-
mance just about doubles,” said
Dangermond.

ArcGIS 9 focuses on these key areas:
• Geoprocessing—ArcGIS 9 Desktop

includes a brand new environment for
geoprocessing, modeling, and scripting;

• Global and 3D visualization—

Chapter Award Winners Recognized
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Meetings, Membership, Organiza-
tion, Communication, and Student
Education

• Alberta Chapter
• New England Chapter
• Pacific Northwest Chapter
• Rocky Mountain Chapter

Excellence in Meetings, Organiza-
tion & Student Education

• Carolina

Excellence in Meetings, Member-
ship & Organization

• Great Lakes

net results after implementation have
users reporting one to two hours per day
of savings,” said Jim Hargis, president
and founder of har*GIS, LLC. The
“gloves-on interface” is extremely im-
portant, Hargis said. “Our system was
tested and designed by developers with
gloves on and includes easy-to-use
touch screens. Training [of field users]
takes only minutes.”

By combining wireless communica-
tions, legacy office systems, connectivity,
and location-based services, the har*GIS
TruckMap* product line delivers infor-
mation and support to mobile field crews
and dispatchers on a variety of handheld
computer platforms. TruckMap* works
with all the leading GIS software, work
management, trouble call, GPS, and wire-
less communications.

har*GIS Announces Partnerships

ArcGIS 9 Allows Worldwide Functionality
ArcGis 9 3D Analyst includes
ArcGlobe, a revolutionary new technol-
ogy for managing, visualizing, and ana-
lyzing 3D geographic data at a local or
global perspective with more than 500
realistic 3D symbols, objects, and tex-
tures included;

• Interoperability—ArcGIS 9 expands
the support for interoperability with two
new extensions, ArcGIS Data Interoper-
ability and ArcIMS Data Delivery;

• Cartography—High-quality carto-
graphic text placement, labeling, and con-
flict resolution are provided via Maplex
for ArcGIS, a new desktop extension that
significantly reduces map production
time and enhances cartographic quality;
and,

• GIS Infrastructure—ArcGIS 9 is built
on information technology standards
such as common object model (COM),
.NET, Java, XML, and Simple Object Ac-
cess Protocol (SOAP).

pany showcased its WMIS, the work
management system component of ARM,
and this year, it has announced the re-
lease of the ARM Web Portal.

“As we look to drive cost down, one
of the focuses is on technology and one
of the best ways to deploy technology
cost-effectively is on the Web,” Rich ex-
plained.

The ARM Web Portal is a work and
resource management tool for use by util-
ity, contractor, builder, and developer
personnel. “It allows outsiders to look in
and drive business benefits,” Rich said,
emphasizing how the tool complements
the business process outsourcing trends
she sees in the utility industry.

“The solution supports a set of busi-
ness processes based on emerging tech-
nology and compliance standards,” she
said.

The ARM Web Portal tool comprises
many components (time reporting, con-
tractor management, business case au-
thorization, and scheduling and
permitting), and future phases of the
ARM suite rollout call for a forecasting
and planning system and a dispatch
component.

LogicaCMG Responds to Industry Trends

this year,” he
said. “What with
all going on in
the world you
would expect
fewer people.”

For Uday
Punj, managing
director of Petro
IT, New Delhi,
India, GITA is a
very relevant
conference. “All
the technical
sessions and
networking op-
portunities are
larger here than
at other confer-
ences,” he said.
“We’ve been de-
veloping IT ser-
vices for oil and
gas. GIS is becom-
ing an important
part of the front end that everyone wants
to look at. I’ve enjoyed all the sessions
so far.”

Systems integration is an important
draw for attendees such as Ian Charles
Sorhaindo, systems integration,
Dominica Electricity Services Ltd.,
Roseau Dominica, West Indies. “We pres-
ently use CIS and GIS,” Sorhaindo said.

Attendees Rave
from page 1

(left to right) Brent Jones, past president, New England Chapter; Volker Elste, president, Pacific
Northwest Chapter; Ken Buchanan, treasurer, Alberta Chapter; and Dan Jackson, member at-

large, Rocky Mountain Chapter represent their respective award-winning GITA chapters.

Uday Punj

Mike Quinn Ian Charles Sorhaindo

Patricia Hartsough
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With just an Internet connec-
tion and a separate phone
line, you can participate in

these 1.5-hour educational events from
virtually anywhere—the office, home, or
even on the road.

It’s easy...
• Log on to our Web page.
• Dial a toll-free number.
• View PowerPoint slides on your Web

browser as you listen to the audio
commentary of our presenters.

• Use our chat feature to type in ques-
tions to the presenters.

Take advantage of GITA’s 27-year
history of providing professional, unbi-
ased education and learn how to har-
ness geospatial technology to provide
bottom-line benefits to your organiza-
tion. Register online at www.gita.org.

GITA’s 2004
Webcast Series Schedule

All webcast seminars run from 11:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Eastern time.

GITA’s Geospatial Technology Report
May 18, 2004
Moderator: Mike Preston,
Lamp, Rynearson & Associates

An examination of this comprehen-
sive report will reveal statistics on the
completeness, complexity, and direction
of GIS projects being implemented in

nearly 200 organizations. Don’t miss this
analysis of one of the geospatial industry’s
most highly regarded annual reports.

In Depth: Technology Standards
in Web Services
June 17, 2004
Moderator: Vince Rosales, Idea Integration

This webcast will provide you with
a detailed explanation of spatial Web
services architecture providing data
through both J2EE and .NET clients and
two real-world enterprise implementa-
tion case studies.

Government Regulations—
Are You in Compliance?
July 14, 2004

Moderator:Roxanne Cox-Drake, ESRI
The asset systems captured and

maintained with geospatial technology
lend themselves to provide the founda-
tion for meeting existing and emergency
regulatory expectations. Be sure to at-
tend this webcast seminar to learn how
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
GASB34 and other government report
requirements make use of geospatial
technologies.

Case Studies of
Interoperability Success
October 5, 2004
Moderator: Rob Carroll,
Hitachi Software Global Technology

Our experienced presenters will ex-

Webcast Seminars Bring Education to the Desktop
amine two business case studies deal-
ing with geospatial interoperability and
how it empowered their respective orga-
nizations to enhance their decision-
making processes.

On the Move II: What’s New in Mobile
Technology
December 1, 2004
Moderator: Dave Harris,
GE Network Solutions

Learn about the most recent develop-
ments in mobile technologies discuss
future industry trends. Topics will in-
clude mobile data terminals, wireless
communications, laser technology, GPS,
and pen-based computing.

Daniel Longmatey, a graduate teach-
ing assistant at Texas A&M University
in Corpus Christi (TAMUCC), Texas, re-
ceived GITA’s 2004 Ed Forrest Internship
Award on February 10, 2004. Longmatey
has a bachelor’s degree in geodetic en-
gineering from the University of Science
& Technology in Kumasi, Ghana, Africa,
and is pursuing a master’s degree in
computer science with emphasis in GIS
from TAMUCC.

As the award winner, Longmatey will
receive a total of $2,000 to assist in de-
fraying costs associated with travel, lodg-
ing, and other activities related to the
acceptance of his prospective internship.
Longmatey is developing a GIS for mod-
eling the relationships between coastal
processes, shoreline changes, and water
quality for application to shoreline and
coastal habitat restoration projects in
Corpus Christi Bay. His undergraduate
research project involved a GIS applica-
tion for tourism management and pro-
motion in Ghana.

For more information on GITA’s in-
ternship program, see Dianna Ormsby in
the GITA membership booth in the regis-
tration area or e-mail dormsby@gita.org.

Ed Forrest Internship
Award Recipient Named

GITA Internship winner Daniel Longmatey

Wednesday Educational Sessions

Data Management

Room 603

Federal Geospatial
Strategies

Room 611

GIS in
Telecommunications

Rooms listed below

The Human Factor

Room 609

Mobile

Room 615

8:00–
8:45 a.m.

International
Presentation 

Development of a GIS

Database for Water

Resources Planning in

Bangladesh and Geopatial

Tools for Planners

Md. Shah Alamgir,

University of Quebec 

A Vision for Consistent,

Seamless, Geographic

Information for the

Nation: The National

Map Lessons Learned,

Status, and Directions 

Vicki Lukas, U.S. Geological

Survey

GIS System Integration

in a Post-Merger

Environment 

Daniel Shannon, TELUS
Room 614

Considering the Life in

Project Life Cycle: The

Human Perspective 

R. Bud Porter, Origin

GeoSystems 

Speaker Award 
Winner!�

Implementation of DIDS

(Distribution Inspection

Data System) 

Barney T. Yoshioka,

Hawaiian Electric 

Company, Inc.

�

9:00–
9:45 a.m.

The Complementary

Roles of GIS and Joint

Use Management

John L. McCoy, Utility

Support Systems, Inc.

The National

Geospatial-

Intelligence

Agency’s Role in Home-

land Defense and Security

Marc Riccio, National

Geospatial-Intelligence

Agency (NGA)

The Enabling Technology

of GIS Within Network

Operations

Tom Counts, Mesa Solutions
Room 614

Maximizing the User to

Successfully Implement

GIS Technologies

Theresa Trainor, Baltimore

Gas & Electric Company

Implementing the City of

Phoenix Water Services

Department Enterprise

Mobile Appliction

Program Solution (MAPS)

Greg Ramon, City of

Phoenix, WSD

10:00–
10:45 a.m.

Deriving Value from the

Asset Data Management

Process

John A. Middlestead, DTE

Energy Gas/MichCon 

Speaker Award 
Winner!�

The National Map

Partnership Project and

Decision Support: Lake

Tahoe, California

Christian Raumann, U.S.

Geological Survey

The Missing Link in

Network Inventory

Steve Laufmann, Qwest
Room 614

Implementation and User

Acceptance of GIS in the

Field

Patricia F. Noble,

Chesterfield County Utilities

Department

Use of a System—Does It

Mean Success?

Pat Morrow, EMA, Inc.

11:00–
11:45 a.m.

The Value of Time

Roxanne Cox-Drake, ESRI

Applying GIS to the New

Gas HCA Rule

Ron Brush, New Century

Software, Inc.

From Desk Drawer to

Desktop—Developing and

Implementing a

Collaborative Fiber Facility

Network Management and

Design System

Mark McDougald, Byers

Engineering Company
Room 604

Wars and

Rumors of

Wars: Change

Management and

Enterprise GIS

Implementation

Jeffrey Meyers, Miner & Miner 

Speaker Award 
Winner!�

Going Mobile: An

Electric Utility Software

Developer’s Perspective

Richard Isle, United

Services Group/Great River

Energy

1:30–
2:15 p.m.

Selecting the Right GPS

for Your GIS Mapping

Project

Sharon Jones,  Lafayette

College

Development and Appli-

cations for The National

Map—The Next-Genera-

tion Digital Topographic

Map—for the Seattle-

Tacoma, Washington

Urban Area

H.L. Case, U.S. Geological

Survey

Innovating Fieldwork

With Wireless Web GIS

and Third-Generation

Mobile Services

Shinsuke Nakanishi, NTT

Infrastructure Network
Room 608

Survivor GIS—From the

VAX to the Field

Barbara J. Saunders, DTE

Energy Gas/MichCon

Updating Your GIS Using

Field Engineering Tools 

Sean Solberg, MiniMax

Corporation

Noon–
1:00 p.m.

2:30–
4:00 p.m.

4:00–
5:30 p.m.

Lunch

Panel Discussion—Homeland Security: Protecting Our Infrastructure

Closing Reception and Grand Prize Drawing
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GITA would like to invite you to
participate in the 13th Annual
GIS for Oil & Gas Conference,

slated for September 20–22, 2004, at the
JW Marriott Hotel in Houston, Texas.
The organizing committee, chaired by
Greg McCool of El Paso Corporation, en-
courages you to submit an abstract and
share your knowledge with an audience
of hundreds of industry professionals.

This year ’s conference theme, A
Roadmap to Spatial Integration, will focus
the event on processes that oil and gas
organizations can implement to get the
most out of their geospatial information
as a way to meet long- and short-term
business goals. With the variety of chal-
lenges in the energy industry, it’s more

important than ever before to be aware
of the ways technology can benefit the
oil and gas industry. Geospatial infor-
mation and tech-
nology can have
tremendous im-
pacts on every-
thing from
improving opera-
tional efficiencies
to ensuring pipe-
line integrity.

Several truly
exciting enhance-
ments have been made to this year’s
event. For the first time, the paper pre-
sentations will address eight subject
matter topics. From data modeling to

system integration and all points in be-
tween, the topics will allow attendees to
create a conference itinerary that will en-

sure they get the
most out of the
event. In addition,
the conference has
been expanded to
encompass two
full days of techni-
cal sessions so
that attendees
have an opportu-
nity to learn as

much as possible at the event.
The subject matter topics include:

• Data Management
• Data Modeling

• Imagery Integration
• Integrity Management
• Land Management
• Mobile Data Collection
• Public Awareness

System Integration
The Conference Committee encour-

ages you to submit your abstract by May
10, 2004. For complete information on
the abstract submission process, visit
www.gita.org, click on “Events,” and
then on “GIS for Oil & Gas Conference,”
or simply stop by the Membership/
Bookstore/Concierge booth for personal
assistance from a GITA staff member. The
booth will be open today from 7:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.

GITA Issues Call for Papers for GIS for Oil & Gas Conference

PRODUCT NEWS

Forest Technology Group
Selects Any*GIS

Forest Technology Group (FTG) has
selected Hitachi Software Global Tech-
nology, Ltd. (HSGT) (booth #633) and its
Any*GIS solution as core spatial tech-
nology for extending its webFRISTMASP
service for forest managers, planners,
and administrators.

By using Any*GIS’s Open GIS
conformant datastores, FTG will be able
to directly access and manage its data
without restrictions inherent in propri-
etary data formats and databases.
Any*GIS’s use of open standards such
as GML allows FTG to streamline its
Web services through an enterprise por-
tal, reducing integration from multiple
peers to a single point. FTG is rapidly
implementing its current webFRIS func-
tions on the Any*GIS platform, allowing
for easy future functionality extensions.
Additionally, Any*GIS supports FTG
mandated open source software plat-
form including Linux, Web portal, and
application server software.

FTG President and CEO Gene
Kodama states, “Implementing the ro-
bust functionality of Hitachi’s stan-
dards-based open GIS platform
jumpstarts our focus on accelerated
Web-based service development. The
platform’s ease of use, rich feature edit-
ing, and flexibility quickly leverages our
existing capabilities. It also allows FTG
to more rapidly provide customers with
critical functionality they need to main-
tain success in the marketplace.”

Built on Open GIS Consortium stan-
dards and open systems architecture,
Any*GIS is a multi-tiered interoperable
framework that integrates multiple GIS
data sources. Any*GIS supports spatial
data access and updating to OpenGIS®

Simple Feature Specification data stores
in Oracle and SQL Server, as well as pro-
prietary formats from Autodesk, ESRI,
Intergraph, MapInfo and GE Power Sys-
tems (Smallworld).

Any*GIS was developed using Java
2, so it is highly customizable and can
be tailored to meet the needs of any or-
ganization that depends on accurate
geographic and associated nonspatial
data. More information can be found at
www.anygis.com.

Municipal Perspective

Room 606

Network Operations
Management

Room 604

New Technology

Room 608

System Architecture

Room 613

System Integration

Room 607

User Presentations

Room 612

Lessons

Learned in

Building a

Foundation for

Technology-Enabled

Business Transformation

of Utility Operations 

Chris Hill, City Utilities of

Springfield

Network Modeling for a

Dynamic World 

Flynt Jones, Duke Energy

Real-Time, Wireless GIS

Updating: Closing the

Work Flow Loop

Harold S. Miller, Conestoga-

Rovers and Associates

Geospatial

Interoperability by

Design 

Kurt Buehler, Open GIS

Consortium, Inc.

Changing to Integrated

Solutions at NPPD 

Morris Kemper, GE Energy

Siting Linear Facilities

With Geographic

Information Systems

Jesse Glasgow, Photo

Science, Inc.

Affordable Infrastructure

Management 

Kevin Van DenBruel, Sierra

Systems Group, Inc.

Fire Hydrant Painting

Program 

Alida Cameron, EPCOR

Using Model-Driven

Architecture (MDA) for

Integration

Charles Savage, 

Ubisense

International
Presentation 

GIS Architecture as a

Base of Enterprise

Information System and

Its Implementation
Shoichi Kitaoka, Hitachi
Software Engineering
France

Integrating Best-of-Breed

GIS and OMS: Is a

Standard Interface

Possible?

Tom Huras, Extensys Inc.

Innovative GIS Business

Strategies to Do More

With Less

Linda Gerull, Pierce County

�

Benefits and Obstacles of

GIS Implementations:

Recent Perceptual Shifts

and Implications for City

and Regional Planning

Organizations

Dr. Toru Otawa, University 

of Idaho

Providing Electrical

Service Before, During,

and After Inclement

Weather

George Orellana, SAIC

Database-Driven GIS:

Bringing Real-Time,

Mission-Critical Location

Services

Xavier Lopez, Oracle

Corporation

Using GIS Technology to

Maximize Operations

Data Marts

Tom Helmer, KEMA

Implementing Geospatial

Resource Management—

How to Maximize the

Benefits

Arthur Spencer, Intergraph

Speaker Award 
Winner!�

CALL USA—

Automating “Call Before

You Dig” Processes for a

Major Utility

Jonathan D. Pickus, Las

Vegas Valley Water District

Innovative Economic

Development

Robert Montgomery, The

Schneider Corporation

From Desk Drawer to

Desktop—Developing

and Implementing a Col-

laborative Fiber Facility

Network Management

and Design System

Mark McDougald, Byers

Engineering Company,

SpatialAge Solutions

International
Presentation 

Semiautomatic

Orchestration of Geo

Web Services

Andreas Matheus,

Technische Universitaet

Muenchen

Enterprise Spatial

Infrastructure—

A Framework for Design

and Deployment

Susan Romeo-Gilbert,

Accenture Business Services

for Utilities

Integration of Spatial

Technology for the

Purposes of

Visualization, Analysis,

and Planning

Kenneth Seiler, PJM

Interconnection LLC

Integrating Geospatial
Technology
at the City of Bellevue,
Brook Durant, City of
Bellevue

�

The Real Meaning of

Integration—Achieving

Integration Success

Using GIS

Kathy Spivey, IT Nexus,

Inc.

Managing Outages—

What Are My Options?

Frank B. Weiss, KEMA

International
Presentation 

Innovating Fieldwork

with Wireless Web GIS

and Third-Generation

Mobile Services 

Shinsuke Nakanishi, NTT

Infrastructure Network

The Role of

Geospatial

Information—

Its Future for Utilities  

Jack Dangermond, ESRI

Speaker Award 
Winner!�

Integrated Resource

Planning for Multiutility

Services

Hahn Tram, Enspiria

Solutions, Inc.

NorthWestern Energy

Improves Vegetation

Management Efficiency

With GPS and Mobile

Application

Steve Shannon,

NorthWestern Energy

�

Ballroom 6 A

East Lobby, 6th Level
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ABACO SRL .................................... 545
Accenture Business Services
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ACD Systems of
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Advantica ........................................ 519
AML Solutions Group Ltd. ............ 643
American City & County
   and T&D World magazine ......... 933
Analytical Surveys, Inc. (ASI) ......... 500
Armilian Technologies, Inc. ........... 733
Aurovision ....................................... 841
Avineon, Inc. ................................... 401
Azteca Systems, Inc. ........................ 207
BAE SYSTEMS ADR ....................... 407
Bentley Systems, Inc. ....................... 701
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Byers Engineering Company,
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Condor Earth Technologies, Inc. .... 640
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DeLorme .......................................... 338
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Enterprise Information
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Federal Geographic
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Field Consulting
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GE Energy ....................................... 617
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GeoForce .......................................... 745
Geographic Data Technology ....... 910
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GIS Education Services, LLC ......... 130
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Great Arc Technologies, Inc. ........... 308
Group 1 Software ............................ 241
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Hewlett-Packard Corporation ....... 927
Hitachi Software
   Global Technology ...................... 633
HRG Technology Group ................ 740
IBM Corporation ........................... 1010
Idea Integration ............................... 903
Integral GIS - PJM
   Interconnection ............................. 231
Integrated Mapping Services, Inc. ... 706
Intergraph ........................................ 339
IONIC Enterprise, Inc. ..................... 607

Itron .................................................. 327
James W. Sewall Company ............. 126
JCMB Technology Inc. ..................... 201
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Korea geoSpatial Info.
   & Comm. Co. Ltd. ......................... 738
Laser Atlanta LLC ........................... 923
Laser Technology, Inc. ..................... 938
LaserCraft, Inc. ................................ 533
Layton Graphics, Inc. ..................... 504
Leica Geosystems GIS
   & Mapping, LLC ........................... 340
Lexmark International, Inc. ............ 132
LinearVision, LLC ........................... 205
LizardTech, Inc. ............................... 406
LogicaCMG ..................................... 801
M7 Visual Intelligence .................. 1016
M.J. Harden Associates, Inc. ........... 827
Manifold Net Ltd. ........................... 432
MapFrame Corporation ................. 400
MapMart, Inc. .................................. 645
Maptech, Inc. ................................... 535
MDSI Mobile Data Solutions ......... 307
MESA Solutions, Inc. ...................... 427
Meteorlogix ...................................... 838
Michael Baker Jr., Inc. ...................... 404
MicroSlate Inc. ................................. 239
Millennium International
   Technologies, Inc. ..........................811
Miner & Miner ............................... 219
MiniMax Corporation .................... 641
National Geospatial—
   Intelligence Agency ...................... 100
National Rural Electric
   Cooperative Association .............. 844

NMT Corporation ........................... 627
Open GIS Consortium, Inc. ............ 405
Optimal Geomatics, Inc. ................. 739
Oracle Corporation ......................... 408
Origin GeoSystems, Inc. ...................114
Osmose ............................................. 817
Pacific Alliance Technologies ........ 541
Panasonic Computer
   Solutions Company ..................... 742
Pangaea CAD Solutions Inc. .......... 229
Patni Computer Systems, Inc. ......... 502
PCI Geomatics ................................. 543
Penn State University—
   World Campus .............................. 919
Platts .............................................. 1017
POWER Engineers, Inc. ................. 508
RADARSAT International .............. 102
RAMTeCH Software
   Solutions, Inc. ............................... 823
Red Planet Consulting, Inc. .......... 1013
ROK Technologies, Inc. ................. 1011
Rolta International, Inc. .................. 305
Safe Software Inc. ............................ 326
Sanborn ........................................... 434
SECONSYS ...................................... 233
SHH GmbH SystemHaus
   Hemminger ................................... 433
Spacient Technologies, Inc. ............ 235
Spatial Business Systems, Inc. ....... 403
SPATIALinfo .................................... 926
SRI Southeastern
   Reprographics, Inc. .......................116
Surdex Corporation ........................ 639
Tadpole Cartesia, Inc. ..................... 106
TAG The Asset Group .................. 332

TDS, Tripod Data Systems .............. 203
Tele Atlas ......................................... 839
Tensing-SKS LLC ............................ 833
TerraPrise ......................................... 708
Tobin International, Ltd. ................. 507
UCLID Software .............................. 741
Utility Automation
   & Engineering T&D ..................... 909
Utility Automation
   Integrators, Inc. ............................ 743
VARGIS LLC.................................... 901
W.I.R.E. Svcs, a Div.
   Of Manitoba Hydro ...................... 134
WalkAbout Computers ....................611
WennSoft, Inc. ................................. 940
Weston Solutions, Inc. ..................... 306
Worksuite ......................................... 120
Xplore Technologies ....................... 917

Exhibits Hours
Today
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Mark Your Calendar!
GITA’s Annual
Conference 28
March 6–9, 2005
Denver, Colorado

Entrance
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Spatial Data

to Anyone . . .

Anywhere

FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT FOLD BACK SO THAT “A” MEETS “B”

G I S  D ATA  W I T H O U T  T H E  I N T E G R AT I O N  P O W E R  O F  H S G T ’ S  A N Y * G I S

FOLDPAGEOVERLIKE
THIS.

Call HSGT today 
and let Any*GIS 
integrate your data.
303.466.9255 tel
303.466.9277 fax
www.anygis.com
www.hsgt.com

HERE’S ANOTHER FOLD-IN! JUST FOLD THE
PAGE IN AS SHOWN TO SEE HOW EASILY

ANY*GIS APPLIES OPEN STANDARDS

Any*GISTM uses Open GIS Consortium standards
to provide real-time interoperability between
proprietary GIS applications and databases. It
uses open systems standards, and it runs on
Windows®, Linux®, and UNIX®. Any*GIS opens
your enterprise, while closing your data gap.

.
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LET ANY*GIS CLOSE YOUR DATA GAP.A BCopyright © 2004. All rights reserved. Any*GIS is a
trademark of Hitachi Software Engineering Co., Ltd.

Other products and company names mentioned may be trademarks
or registered trademarks of their respective companies.

VISIT US AT BOOTH 633. ENTER TO 
WIN AN HITACHI 32" FLAT SCREEN PLASMA TV.
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For years, customers have been im-
pressed with the durability of WalkAbout
Computers’ (booth #611) ruggedized
computers. And according to Dave
Grainger, president and CEO of
WalkAbout, for years they have been ask-
ing, “Can you make it a little less rug-
ged?” On Monday, WalkAbout
announced that they are now manufac-
turing the Hammerhead RT800 and
RT933 to meet the needs of previously
unaddressed market demands for cus-
tomers who require rugged attributes in
a lighter, less-expensive package.

The new Hammerhead models— the
RT stands for “Rugged Tablet”— comple-
ment the Hammerhead XRT (Extremely
Rugged Tablet) and were designed to meet
MIL-STD 810F specifications with an IP
64 rating. Both RT systems weigh 3.9
pounds. The Hammerhead RT800 fea-
tures an 800-MHz Mobile Intel Pentium
III Processor-M in a rugged magnesium
housing with molded rubber bumpers for
extra protection. It offers 256/512 MB
RAM, 20/40 GB hard drive, Windows XP
Tablet PC Edition, legacy dock compatibil-
ity, and hot-swappable batteries. The
Hammerhead RT933 includes such up-
graded features as a 933-MHz Mobile Intel
Pentium III Processor-M; integrated

Carey Mann, Vice President of
Geospatial Marketing, Bentley Systems
(booth #701), announced the acquisition
of Communications Information Soft-
ware, Inc. (C.I.S.) at a Monday press con-
ference.

C.I.S. is an industry leader in commu-
nication network design and documen-
tation software. The company’s product,
FOCUSOne, is used by more than half
of cable television systems in the United
States, including two of the largest com-
panies.

The technology facilitates the conver-
gence of voice, data, and video services
over a single connection to individual
homes of offices. Broadband providers
will benefit by combining C.I.S. technol-
ogy with Bentley’s broad portfolio of
civil and geospatial products. Compa-

IONIC Enterprise, Inc., (booth #607)
announced the release of RedSpider En-
terprise 3 on Monday, calling it the most
extensive geospatial Java toolkit and
component library currently available
for geospatially enabled enterprise ap-
plication integration.

It offers a complete Application Pro-
gram Interface (API) that integrates over
230 interfaces and more that 300 public
classes and business helpers to acceler-
ate development work.

RedSpider Enterprise provides a solid
integration foundation that allows
geospatial information from different ar-
chitectures to work together seamlessly.
Developers have the flexibility to incor-
porate local or remote data, using OGC

SHH GmbH SystemHaus Heminger,
(booth #433) established in Europe in
1989, has brought German state-of-the-
art object-oriented GIS technology to the
United States. Until the mid-1990s,
SHH’s main business was related to
services for GIS projects for utilities,
supply companies, car, and process in-
dustries.

SHH provided consulting, system
customization, data capture, project
management, and GIS training on sys-
tems from Intergraph, Bentley,
Smallworld, and Siemens. This exten-
sive experience resulted in SHH devel-
oping its own open-ended GIS system
called PARIS (PARameter controlled
Information System).

The ability to map individual struc-
tures and company-specific workflow in
an enterprisewide environment natu-

rally belong to the standard functional-
ity of the PARIS GIS system.

By using PARIS Wizards (object-ori-
ented tools for data modeling and menu
customizing), every customer can make
described modifications themselves
without any programming, while the
system stays productive and maintain-
able all the time.

“PARIS is flexible to meet the
customer ’s needs,” said Helmut
Paeslack, company president. “Yet it is
very functional.”

PARIS is a solution-oriented infor-
mation system that can be individually
tailored. A large number of methods and
programs for various work processes
are available, grouped into categories.
Modern object-oriented tools facilitate
an easy adaptation of the product to the
requirements of the client.

PARIS Comes to America

When Oracle Corporation (booth
#408) released Oracle 10g in September
2003, the company integrated many
spatial data operations directly into the
core database product. On Monday,
Xavier Lopez, director of product man-
agement for Oracle Spatial and Location
Service, outlined these enhancements
during a press conference and at the
Oracle booth on the exhibit hall floor.

“Over time the concept of the
geodatabase has increased in impor-
tance, and Oracle has responded with
10g,” Lopez said, while detailing the
new database’s features.

Oracle 10g Standard and Enterprise
additions include support for storing
basic spatial geometries (points, lines,
cluster lines, line strings, and polygons),
generating approximations of geometries
with r-tree indexing, managing more than
950 coordinate systems, performing geo-
detic calculations, and querying and ex-
ecuting several spatial operators.

Lopez also emphasized significant
enhancements to Oracle Spatial, includ-
ing an add-in that provides advanced
spatial functionality to 10g, as well as data
models for analyzing network connectiv-
ity, and for managing and storing persis-
tent topology. In addition, Oracle Spatial
offers a geocoding engine and enables stor-
ing raster data in georaster format.

In explaining the new functions,
Lopez noted that Oracle 10g and Oracle
Spatial are not designed to supercede
functions already available in GIS soft-
ware packages.

“Keep in mind that there is still a
partner tool that will be deployed on top
of the database to leverage as much func-
tionality as possible,” he said.

He additionally offered that many
GIS software manufacturers are wel-
coming the added features in Oracle 10g
because they will promote adoption of
geospatial tools into mainstream IT.

“As you support enterprise systems,
IT managers generally have constraints
not imposed on the GIS group, such a
network security and scalability. This is
what Oracle can bring to network appli-
cations,” said Lopez.

Oracle 10g Gridded for Geospatial
To emphasize his point, Lopez noted

that NAVTEQ now offers its street data
in Oracle format, that Geographic Data
Technology (booth #910) and Tele Atlas
(booth #839) plan to support Oracle, and
that ESRI (booth #315) has committed to
providing support for georasters in an
upcoming release of ArcGIS.

Finally, Lopez highlighted Oracle’s
increasing commitment and visual pres-
ence in the spatial marketplace, noting
that this is the first year that the com-
pany has exhibited at the annual GITA
conference.

Oracle Corporation has realized that
“this [spatial functionality] is a competi-
tive advantage for us—that our invest-
ment in developing spatial tools is now
starting to pay off,” said Lopez.

WalkAbout’s Rugged and Extremely Rugged Computers
Ethernet; OEM bay for adding radio GPS,
CDMA, and GPRS options; and a
molded shock-absorbing carry case. Pen-
tablet and touch-screen versions of the
Hammerhead RT line are available with
a 10.4-inch transmissive XGA or SVGA
display or WalkAbout’s new All-Vis
transflective display, which provides im-
proved viewing in both indoor and out-
door lighting conditions.

“The RT is setting a new standard for
ruggedness,” Grainger said. “It will give

us an opportunity to participate in three
times the marketplace we have in the
past.”

Currently, according to Grainger,
WalkAbout has about a 40 percent mar-
ket share in utilities and 20 percent in the
public safety market.

The company is taking orders for the
new units on the show floor and systems
will begin shipping as orders come in.
The cost for the RT 800 is $3,200, and the
RT933 is $3,700.

IONIC Releases RedSpider Enterprise
standard protocols, and adapt them to
create maps, reports, or customized and
integrated decision-making applications
at any tier of the enterprise landscape.

RedSpider Enterprise is used on sys-
tems that currently support hundreds of
concurrent users in 24x7x365 opera-
tional mode by employing EJBs in vast,
clustered J2EE architectures. Utilizing
technologies such as JCA, JMS, JDBC,
and JMX on applications servers such
as WebLogic or JBoss, RedSpider Enter-
prise offers an extensible environment
for any platform. Designed to scale ver-
tically, horizontally, and remotely with
the application server cluster deploy-
ment, IONIC fits an organization in any
direction of growth.

Bentley Systems Acquires C.I.S. Inc.
nies can implement a managed environ-
ment for their geospatial information,
built on Bentley products and support-
ing the network lifecycle across plan-
ning, design, construction, operations,
and maintenance.

With the acquisition, Bentley becomes
a software leader in serving the broad-
band industry. Bentley will expand
FOCUSOne’s presence in utilities, local
governments, and fiber-to-the-premise
(FTTP) providers.

As part of the acquisition, all C.I.S.
employees have joined Bentley.

Tele Atlas North America (TANA)
(booth #839) has entered into an agree-
ment to acquire Geographic Data Tech-
nology Inc. (GDT, booth #910) in a cash
transaction for $100 million. Both the
Supervisory Board of Tele Atlas and the
Board of Directors of GDT have ap-
proved the transaction.

GDT, a private company based in
Lebanon, N.H., is a digital map com-
pany that is focused on the North
American market.

Both TANA and GDT have full cov-
erage databases of North America with
exceptional accuracy and rich at-
tributes. The combination will result in
an even more accurate and feature rich

digital map for North American
navigation, location-based and GIS
markets. Customers will benefit from
TANA’s comprehensive turn-by-turn
map for navigation and GDT’s core
competence in the GIS, routing, logis-
tics and internet sectors.  Alain De
Taeye, CEO of Tele Atlas, said, “The
acquisition of GDT means that we
will combine Tele Atlas’ global plat-
form, strength in Europe and North
American database with GDT’s excel-
lent customer base, mapping exper-
tise and coverage of the United States.
This transaction further strengthens
Tele Atlas’ U.S. position, especially in
the geographics segment.”

Today’s Exhibit Hours
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Tele Atlas N.V. to Acquire GDT Inc.
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Autodesk, Inc. (NASDAQ:
ADSK), the world’s leading design
software and digital content com-
pany, announced today that
ENMAX Power Corporation
(EPC) uses Autodesk Map™  and
the Autodesk® GIS Design Server to
save time, reduce costs, and im-
prove its customer service. The in-
tegrated solution supports EPC as
it distributes GIS data (electrical
pole, transformer, and wire loca-
tions) to EPC service trucks for in-
stant access by operators,
planners, and engineers who re-
spond to customers’ daily needs.

“Our integral connectivity is
one of our greatest assets,” said
Brad Lawrence, EPC’s GIS man-
ager. “Providing timely, accurate
GIS information throughout our
organization helps us do our jobs
more efficiently and effectively,
and it’s saving hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars annually.”

Autodesk Infrastructure Solu-
tions are designed for utilities and
communications firms to integrate,
distribute, update, and leverage
network information so they can
operate distribution networks
safely, efficiently, and profitably.

ENMAX chose Autodesk tech-
nology to consolidate its mapping
and infrastructure records into
one enterprise solution, making
accurate data available to anyone
in the office or field who needs it.
The new system also increased
revenues by helping the utility
audit and lease its shared poles,
automatically tracking changes
and accurately billing for joint use.

With accurate and timely data,
ENMAX was able to streamline its
business, allowing four trucks and
four employees to do the work that
previously required 20 trucks and
24 people.

More information on these
solutions can be found at
www.autodesk.com/utilities.

ENMAX Power Cuts
Costs, Improves
Processes with
Autodesk
Infrastructure
Solutions

Kissimmee Utility Authority (KUA)
now deploys ESRI’s (booth #315)
ArcGIS software and Miner & Miner’s
ArcFM software across the enterprise,
using a complete solution for its diverse
utility needs. KUA successfully com-
pleted an eight-month implementation
on January 1, 2004, with implementation
services and data conversion performed
in-house.

“The collaboration we’ve had with
ESRI and Miner & Miner is why we’re
successful,” says Ken Beville, manager
of GIS, Kissimmee Utility Authority. “We
are far more productive with these ap-
plications than we’ve ever been in the

Florida’s KUA Goes into Full Production with Enterprise ArcGIS and ArcFM Solution
past. ArcGIS, with its open architecture,
gives us a superior GIS platform to work
from, and Miner & Miner’s utility appli-
cations give us an end-to-end array of
tools to work with.”

KUA is Florida’s sixth largest com-
munity-owned utility, serving 61,000
electric, water, and Internet customers
in five central Florida counties. The util-
ity owns, operates, and manages the
municipal electric system established by
the city of Kissimmee more than a cen-
tury ago.

All ArcGIS and ArcFM software
products utilize a single, comprehen-
sive geodatabase, providing KUA with
a complete work flow that streamlines
and integrates business processes. The
newly implemented GIS has cut down
on data conversion and import/export

by nearly 75 percent from previous
methods involving independent and
isolated applications.

ArcGIS software (including ArcInfo
and ArcEditor) and ArcFM are used for
data creation, editing, and maintenance.
ArcIMS is used for Web data distribu-
tion within KUA, and ArcSDE integrates
GIS within the company’s relational
database management system. ArcFM
Designer provides utility design capa-
bilities, ArcFM Viewer gives field per-
sonnel remote viewing capabilities,
ArcFM Responder is used for outage
management, Conduit Manager allows
users to track underground conduit sys-
tems, and Network Adapter provides an
interface to popular interactive network
analysis tools.

The implementation meets all aspects

of KUA’s business and operations needs
including automated mapping and fa-
cilities management, outage manage-
ment, design, customer service, finance,
systems operations, and field opera-
tions.

In 2003, KUA began looking to up-
grade its mapping and engineering ap-
plications using the most advanced
technology available. The company se-
lected ESRI and Miner & Miner for sev-
eral reasons including their open,
standards-based architecture, proven
technology success, industry expertise,
and large user community. In addition,
Miner & Miner’s complete suite of prod-
ucts, running on top of a single, seam-
less geodatabase, provided a one-stop
shop solution for its GIS, design, and
outage management needs.
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