
Integrated Chinese I, Part 1 — Character Formation
Chronological by Lesson

(Lessons 1-11, including Radicals and Numerals)

Character Form Types

The nine shapes above are the basic forms that represent various Chinese character compositions.  This
set is somewhat modified from an original set of 12 Descriptive Shapes.  The first, Type A, generally
represents a pictographic character, i.e., a character which originally came from a picture or drawing. 
Most of the radicals introduced in this textbook are of this type, and their original pictographs can be
seen on the next page.  Types B and C represent the most common combinations, split in half either
vertically or horizontally, respectively.  Type D represents characters that are made by enclosing
other components.  Similar to Types B and C, Types E and F are split either vertically or horizontally,
but with three sections each.  Types G, H, and I are more detailed variants of Types B and C.  One of
these nine shapes will precede each of the characters on the following pages as an indication of how a
given character is contructed.

A B C

FED

G H I
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Radicals

The following pictographic drawings are taken from the  ( ,
Explanations of Simple Graphs and Analyses of Composite Graphs) the classic graphic dictionary
completed around 100AD (during the Eastern Han dynasty).1  Each entry in the Radicals and Numbers
sections below is presented first with its Type, then the Chinese character, then the Pinyin, followed
by the original pictograph, and finally its gloss as provided throughout the textbook.  Entries for
compound characters for Lessons 1-11 provide a deconstruction of the components that go into the
character formation generally based on more familiar modern elements.  Where a component provides a
phonetic clue to the pronunciation of a character, the Pinyin is provided (partial clues are partially
underlined).

Type Character Pinyin Pictograph Gloss

man; person

knife

power

right hand

mouth

enclosure

earth

sunset

big; large

female; woman

son; child

inch

little; small; young

1 For an excellent account of this see Jerry Norman’s book Chinese (1988; Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press).
I have used his translation of the dictionary’s title.  Richard Cook’s 2003 dissertation calls it the Eastern Han
Chinese Grammaticon (he explains why on p. 1 of the dissertation).
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labor; work

tiny; small

bow

heart

dagger-axe

hand

sun

moon

wood

water

fire

field

eye

to show; to reveal

fine silk

ear

clothing

speech; word

cowry (shell)

to walk
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foot

metal; gold

door; gate

short-tailed bird

rain

to eat

horse

Numerals

Type Character Pinyin Pictograph Gloss

one

two

three

four

five

six

seven

eight

nine

ten
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Lesson 1

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘step’ +  ‘man’ first

= born

=  ‘person’ +  ‘you’ (simplified) you

=  ‘female’ +  ‘child’ good; fine; O.K.

= little; small

=  ‘female’ +  older sister

= (a surname);

king

=  ‘wood’ +  ‘child’ (a surname);

plum

=  ‘speech’ +  please; invite

=   ‘door’ +  ‘mouth’ ask

=   ‘you’ +   ‘heart’ you (polite)

=  ‘middle’ +  ‘one’ +   ‘cowry (shell)’ honorable

=  ‘female’ +   ‘born’ surname

=  ‘hand’ +   ‘axe’ I; me

=  ‘mouth’ +  QP

=  ‘mouth’ +  call

( ) =  ‘person’ +  *what
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  +  ‘small’ *QP

=  ‘evening’ +  ‘mouth’ name

=  ‘roof’ +  character

=  ‘moon’ +  ‘moon’ friend

=  ‘hand’ +   ‘right hand’ friend

=  ‘sun’ +  ‘correct’ be

=  +  ‘ladle’ old

=  ‘elevation’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘sash’ teacher

=  ‘mouth’ +  QP

= not; no

=   [   +  ‘mortar’  ‘roof’ ]

+  ‘child’ study

= also; too

= center; middle

=  ‘enclosure’ +  country

= man; person

=  ‘sheep’ +  ‘big’ beautiful
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Lesson 2

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘fur’ +  ‘town’ that

=  ‘bow’ +  M

=  ‘sun’ +  +  ‘fire’ to shine

= *film; slice

=  ‘white’ +  ‘spoon’ P

=  ‘speech’ +  ‘movement’ this

=  ‘father’ +  dad

=  ‘female’ +  mom

=  ‘person’ +  M (general)

=  ‘field’ +  ‘power’ male

=  ‘child’ +  child

= son

=  ‘speech’ +  who

=  ‘person’ +  he

= younger brother

= female

=  ‘female’ +  younger sister

=  ‘female’ +  she
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘mortar’ +  ‘man’ son; child

=  ‘hand’ +  (orig.   ‘meat’) to have;    

there is/are

( ) =  ‘water’ +   ‘to kill’ (have) not

= tall

=  ‘roof’ +  ‘pig’ family; home

= +  ‘garrison’ QP; how many

=  +  older brother

= two; a couple of

=  +  ‘mouth’ and / *warm

=  ‘person’ +  to do

=  ‘grass’ +  *England

= script

=  ‘left foot step’ +  law; rule

=  ‘one who does’ +  ‘town’ all; both

=  +  ‘staff’ +  ‘fermented product’ medicine;

doctor
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Lesson 3

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

= moon; month

=  +   ‘tiger’ number

=  ‘sun’ +   ‘born’ star

=  +  ‘moon’ period (of time)

=  ‘one’ +  ‘big’ sky; day

= day

=  ‘person’ +  ‘one’ +  today; now

=  ‘grain’ +  ‘thousand’ year

=  ‘sunset’ many

= big

=  ‘to step’ +  ‘spear’ +  ‘step’ age

=  ‘mouth’ +  eat

=  ‘sun’ +  evening; late

=  ‘food’ +  meal

=  +  ‘heart’ *how

=  ‘wood’ +  kind

=  ‘big’ +  ‘one’ too; extremely

= P
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘speech’ +  thank

=  ‘ten’ +  ‘bean’ +  ‘mouth’ *like; happy

=  +  ‘to exhale’ joyful

= +   ‘movement’ still; yet

=  ‘mouth’ +  but

=  ‘person’ +  *(plural suffix)

=  ‘black’ +  dot; o’clock

=  ‘metal’ +  clock

=  ‘eight’ +  ‘ox’ half

= above; top

=  ‘eye’ +  ‘man’ see

= again

= white

=  ‘jade’ +  now

=   +  ‘earth’ at; in; on

=   +  ‘knife’ quarter (hour)

=  ‘sun’ +  ‘moon’ bright

=  ‘heart’ +  busy
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘left foot step’ +  very

=  ‘one’ +  ‘mouth’ +  ‘pen’ affair; matter

=  for

=  ‘enclosure’ +  ‘big’ because

=  ‘cover’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘mouth’ same

=  ‘speech’ +  recognize

=  ‘speech’ +  recognize
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Lesson 4

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=   ‘week’ +  ‘movement’ week

=  ‘one’ +   ‘tree’ end

=  ‘hand’ +   ‘nail’ to hit, strike

=  ‘jade’ +  ball

=  ‘hand’ +  ‘eye’ to see, look

=  ‘rain’ +  (  ) electric

=   ‘to reveal’ +  ‘to see’ to view

=  ‘mouth’ +  to sing

=  +  ‘to wheeze; to owe’ song

=  ‘foot’ +  to jump

=  +  ‘to oppose’ dance

=  ‘ear’ +  +  ‘virtue’ listen

=  ‘to stand’ +  ‘sun’ sound; music

=  +  ‘white’ +  ‘tree’ music

=  ‘industry’ +  ‘sheep’ +  ‘inch’ correct; toward

=  ‘sun’ +  time

=  ‘person’ +  to wait
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘pen’ +   ‘to say’ book

=   ‘sun’ +  +  ‘feathers’ shadow

=  +  ‘towel’ often

=  ‘earth’ +   ‘basin’ go

=  ‘sunset’ +  ‘diviner’ outside

=  ‘roof’ +  guest

=  ‘sun’ +  yesterday

( ) =  ‘body’ +  ‘catty (unit of wt.)’ *so; place

=  ‘basin’ +  ‘person’ with

=  ‘slant stroke’ +  ‘person’ long time

=  ‘metal’ +  wrong; error

=  +  ‘heart’ think

=  +  ‘to see’ feel; reckon

=  ‘left foot step’ +  +  ‘inch’ obtain; get

=  +  ‘heart’ meaning

=  ‘field’ +  ‘heart’ think

=  ‘mouth’ +  ‘eight’ only

=  ‘eye’ +  sleep
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘bamboo’ +  ‘eye’ +  ‘hold together’ calculate;

figure

=  ‘hand’ +  ‘axe’ look for; seek

=  ‘other’ +  ‘knife’ other
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Lesson 5

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘mouth’ +  P

=  ‘short-tailed bird’ +  ‘movement’ enter

=  ‘heart’ +  ‘to divide’ fast; quick

=  ‘wood’ +  ‘person’ come

=  ‘person’ +  ‘eight’ between

=  ‘silk’ +  carry on

= below; under

=  ‘mortar’ +  ‘same’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘eight’  mood; interest

=  ‘water’ +  *pretty

=  ‘cover’ +  ‘mouth’ +  ‘mixed; extra’ bright

=  ‘person’ +  ‘earth’ sit

=  ‘mouth’ +  which

= labor; work

=  ‘person’ +  work; do

=  ‘wood’ +  school

=  ‘mouth’ +  drink

=  ‘grass’ +  ‘person’ +  ‘wood’ tea

=  ‘mouth’ +  *coffee
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘mouth’ +  *coffee

=  ‘mouth’ +  *beer

=  ‘water’ +   ‘fermented product’ wine

=  ‘mouth’ +  P

=  +  ‘female’ want

=  ‘wood’ +  cup; glass

=  ‘to walk’ +  rise

=  ‘silk’ +  ‘to join’ give

= water

=  ‘jade’ +  play; visit

=  ‘to surround’ +  ‘mouth’ +  ‘cover’ +  ‘return’ drawing

=  ‘to eat’ +  accomodations

=  +  ‘ceramic’ bottle

=  ‘ear’ +  chat

=  ‘hand’ not until; only

=  ‘to surround’ +  ‘mouth’ return
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Lesson 6

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘speech’ +  ‘tongue’ speech

=  ‘mouth’ +  Hello!;  Hey!

=  ‘capital’ +  just

=  ‘person’ +   ‘to stand’ M (polite)

= noon

=   ‘door’ +  ‘sun’ M (for rooms)

=  +  ‘page’ topic; question

=   ‘door’ +  ‘to raise in both hands’ open

=  ‘person’ +  ‘to add’ meet

=  ‘bamboo’ +  M (for classes)

=  ‘speech’ +  class; lesson

=  ‘silk’ +  grade; level

=  +  ‘to lose’ test

=  ‘speech’ +  try

=  ‘left foot step’ +  ‘fine thread’ +    ‘to follow’ after

=  ‘cavern’ +  free time

= square; side

=  ‘person’ +  convenient



18 Integrated Chinese 1:  Character Formation
 

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘to arrive at’ +  ‘knife’ go to; arrive

=  ‘spicy’ +  ‘power’ manage

=  ‘eight’ +  ‘private’ public

=  ‘roof’ +  room

=  ‘left foot step’ +  ‘right foot step ’ all right; O.K.

/ firm

=  ‘bamboo’ +  ‘temple’ wait

=  ‘gas’ +  air

=  +   ‘silk; wealth’ help

=  ‘silk’ +  drill

=  ‘feathers’ +  ‘white’ practice

=  ‘speech’ +  ‘to exchange’ speak

=  ‘mouth’ +  P

=  ‘person’ +  but

=   ‘arrow’ +  ‘mouth’ know

=  ‘movement’ +  ‘head’ road; way
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Lesson 7

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘foot’ +  with; and

=  ( ) +  ‘power’ assist

=  ‘left foot step’ +   ‘to retrace’ duplicate

=  ‘roof’ +  write

=  ‘heart’ +  slow

=  +  ‘hand’ teach

=  ‘bamboo’ +   ‘pencil’ pen

=  +  ‘short-tailed bird’ difficult; hard

 |  |  =  ‘clothing’ +  inside

=  ‘bamboo’ +  (ordinal prefix)

=  +  ‘page’ prepare

=  ‘speech’ +  language

=  ‘water’ +  method; way

=  ‘roof’ +  ‘valley’ hold; contain; allow

=  ‘sun’ +  ‘do not’ easy

=  ‘heart’ +  ‘grass’ +  understand

=  ‘speech’ +  word

=  ‘water’ +  Chinese
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘crime’ +  ‘eight’ level; even

=  ‘sun’ +  ‘ten’ early

=  ‘cover’ +  ‘person’ +  ‘sunset’ night

=  +  ‘power’ skill

( ) =  ‘ten’ +  ‘all’ true; real

=  ‘female’ +  begin

=  ‘mouth’ +  read

=  ‘metal’ +   ‘to carve’ record

=  ‘elevation’ +  ‘towel’ handsome; smart
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Lesson 8

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘bamboo’ +  M (for articles)

=  ‘speech’ +  record

( ) =  ‘shelter’ +  ‘wood’ bed

=  ‘water’ +  wash

=  ‘water’ +  bath

=  ‘self’ +  ‘cave’ +  ‘square’ +  ‘movement’ side

=   ‘bow’ +  ‘to kill’ emit; issue

=  ‘meat’ +  brain

=  ‘sunset’ +  ‘hand’ +  ‘to eat’ meal

=  ‘shelter’ +  hall

=  ‘to rejoice’ +  newspaper

=  ‘roof’ +  ‘person’ +  ‘hundred’ stay

=  ‘person’ +  house

= just; straight

=  ‘eight’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘moon’ +  ‘knife’ front; before

=  ‘cow’ +   ‘mouth’ tell; inform

=  ‘speech’ +  ‘to scold’ tell; relate

= already
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘silk’ +  pass through

=  ‘earth’ +  ‘earth’ +  M (for letters)

=  ‘person’ +  ‘word’ letter

=  ‘to say’ +  ‘ear’ +  ‘hand’ most

=  +  ‘movement’ near

=  ‘mound’ +  except

=  ‘to attach’ +  ‘inch; wrist’ special

=  +  ‘sheep’ +  ‘small’ occupation

=  ‘heart’ +  be used to

=  ‘water’ +  clear; clean

=  ‘forest’ +  clear; neat

=  ‘foot at rest; to stop’ +  ‘few’ step

=  ‘pattern’ +   ‘towel’ hope

=  +  ‘moon’ +   ‘position’  hope; wish

=  ‘private’ +  ‘meat’ +   ‘spoon’ be able

= use

=  ‘bamboo’ +  laugh

=  ‘to reveal’ +  ‘elder brother’ wish
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Lesson 9

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘four’ +  ‘cowry’ buy

=  ‘wood’ +  ‘sun’ east

= west

=  ‘short-tailed bird’ +  sell

=  +  ‘cowry’ merchandise

=  ‘mouth’ +  ‘cowry’ personnel

= clothing

=  ‘moon’ +  clothing

=  ‘person’ +  ‘cow’ M (for items)

=  ‘clothing’ +  lining

=  ‘clothing’ +  shirt

=  +  ‘head; man’ face; countenance

=  ‘knife’ +  ‘open hand’ color

( ) =  ‘grass’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘field’ +  ‘eight’ yellow

=  ‘silk’ +  red

=  ‘cave’ +  ‘tooth’ wear

=   ‘to ford’ +  ‘wood’ M (for long

objects)
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘clothing’ +  pants

=  ‘roof’ +  suitable

=  ‘person’ +  pay

=  ‘metal’ +  money

=  ‘twenty’ +  ‘eight’ altogether

= few

=  ‘earth’ +  piece; dollar

= hair; dime

=  ‘eight’ +  ‘knife’ penny; minute

= hundred

=  ‘short-tailed bird’ +  ‘hand’ pair

=  ‘leather’ +  ‘earth’ shoes

=  ‘hand’ +  change

= black

=  ‘mouth’ +  ‘insect’ +  though; while

=  +  ‘fire’ like that; so

=  ‘person’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘mouth’ suit; agree

=   ‘stalk; stem’ +  ‘movement’ suit; fit
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Lesson 10

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘man’ +  compare

= rain

=  ‘one’ +  ‘five’ +  ‘to say’ even more

= and; in

addition

= for the time

being

=  ‘sun’ +  warm

=  ‘silk’ +  make an appointment

=  ‘to surround’ +  garden

=  ‘grass’ +  ‘era’ +  ‘wood’ leaf

=  ‘person’ +  image

=  ‘water’ +  sea

=  ‘rice’ +  messy

=  ‘rice’ +  cake

= again

=  +  ‘knife’ just now

=  ‘recepticle’ +  ‘mountain’ go out

=    ‘lands’ +  ‘ball’ +  ‘fire’ hot
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Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘to stay’ +  stretch

=  ‘head; man’ +    ‘to follow’ summer

=  ‘water’ +   ‘capital’ cool

=  ‘growth’ +  ‘sun’ spring

=    ‘end’ +  ‘ice’ winter

=  ‘ice’ +  cold

=  ‘door’ +  ‘heart’ stuffy

=  ‘ice’ +  ‘to owe’ M (for

occurance)

=  ‘wheat’ +  ‘fire’ autumn; fall

( ) =  ‘private’ +  ‘mouth’ platform

=  ‘man’ +   ‘spoon’ north

=  ‘water’ +  strait; bay
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Lesson 11

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘roof’ +  ‘well’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘eight’ +  ‘ice’ cold

=  ‘person’ +  vacation

=  ‘to rise’ +  to fly

=  ‘wood’ +  machine

=  ‘west’ +  ‘to reveal’ ticket

=  ‘earth’ +  field

=  ‘water’ +  steam

= car

=  ‘to surround’ +  ‘one’ +  ‘axe’ or

=  ‘old’ +  ‘sun’ (a suffix)

=  ‘earth’ +  earth

=  ‘metal’ +  iron

=  ‘earth’ +  ‘foot at rest; to stop’ walk

=  ‘to stand’ +  stand; station

=  ‘silk’ +   ‘to carve’ green

=  ‘silk’ +   ‘fountain’ line

=  ‘grass’ +  blue

=  ‘shelter’ +  ‘forest’ hemp; numb



28 Integrated Chinese 1:  Character Formation
 

Type Character Character Formation Pinyin Gloss

=  ‘fire’ +  ‘page; head’ bother

=  ‘grain’ +  ( ) rent

=   ‘pass’ +  ‘movement’ deliver

=  +  ‘movement’ pass

=  ‘speech’ +  let

=  ‘grass’ +  spend

=   ‘branch’ +  every

=  +  ‘movement’ speed

=  ‘foot’ +  road; way

=  ‘official’ +  ‘hand’ +  ‘silk’ tight

= self

= oneself

=   ‘hazel nut’ +  new


