Philippians 3:12-21					    10-26-97


“Paul’s To-Do List”





INTRO:


Start up in vs.10.


Intro: Christopher Columbus wrote in his diary, on his way to a New World, not yet discovered? Facing mutiny, many of his men wanted to turn around, and was in trouble most of the trip. Yet every day on his log the last entry that he would write was: "Today we moved WESTWARD!"�


The Christian life… “Quick Success???”


Ask the Missionary…the Med. student…or the Marathoner!


In the kingdom of God there is NO “Get-(sp.)-Rich-Quick-Scheme’s!”


No “5 easy steps” to Godliness! �


Persistence will pay off! - Not for Salvation, but for Christlikness!


Outline: Paul’s To-Do List! “Go for it; Forget it; Grab it; Spot it; Maintain it; Follow it; & Eagerly wait for it! {7 things}�


GO FOR IT! (12)


Press On - “Keep on the chase, run after, Pursue.”


Think athletic terms! Lace up your running shoes,…we’re going to the Isthmian Games[the famous Greek games played on Corinth’s Isthmus]�


Last part of the chapter the start gun went off for Paul (he told of his salvation).�


Paul’s about on his 20th mile of his 26 mile Marathon!


Oh, there’s been some tripping along the way, but he always gets up. He gets off pace, sometimes slowing down, sometimes at a pace too fast, but he stays at his race, & runs on to completion! The crowd yells, “Paul are you finished”? He responds, “No way!…The race isn’t over yet!…I Press on!” �


Paul uses this same word but it’s translated “pursue” in 1 Tim.6:11 for 6 things to chase! “But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.”


Q: What mile of the race are you on? How’s your pace?


Sometimes running can get monotonous, looking at the same runners back, same dirt, same scenery,…but take heart…Your On The Right Road!


“If your on the right road you’ll get to the right destination!


We need to “Press Toward the Eternal Tape! Don’t focus on yesterday: either on your accomplishments(which can lead to pride); nor on your failures(which can lead to unnecessary guilt). - Look ahead & keep moving!


Will Rogers said, “Even if your on the right track, you’ll still get run over if you just sit there!”   {Press on!}


The American Bible Society says as we translate this, “I press towards the mark”, the Navajo Indian would say, “I run with my mouth open!”�


FORGET IT! (13a)


Forgetting - “absolute & complete forgetting; no longer to influenced by or affected by.” 


Used for a runner not looking back once passing another runner, instead…focusing on the Tape set before him! 


2 Examples - When Cortez landed at Vera Cruz in 1519 to begin his conquest of Mexico with small force of 700 men, he purposely set fire to his fleet of 11 ships. His men on the shore watched their only means of retreat sinking to the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico. With no means of retreat, there was only one direction to move, forward into the Mexican interior to meet whatever might come their way.


Julius Caesar landed on the shores of Britain with his Roman legions, he took a bold and decisive step to ensure the success of his military venture. Ordering his men to halt on the edge of the Cliffs of Dover, he commanded them to look down at the water below. To their amazement, they saw every ship in which they had crossed the channel engulfed in flames. Caesar had deliberately cut off any possibility of retreat! Now that his soldiers were unable to return to the continent, there was nothing left for them to do but to advance and conquer!


Q: In your race of life is there something you need to “forget”, “put behind you”? 


Q: Do you know that looking back only slows up your race?


“The best way to get even is to forget.”


Maybe today is the day to forget & put it behind you? Ps.37:5 “Commit your way to the LORD(roll your ways upon the Lord)”.�


GRAB IT! (13b)


Reaching Forward - Reaching = leaning, stretching, straining.


Like a runner leaning forward!


Or, like the Chariot Races in the Isthmian Games: a small round disk, wheel on each side, no rail, pulled by a horse or 2. 


Straining, leaning forward, w/ every nerve & muscle to stay on!


Q: Does this intensity describe your race? Are you making deliberate progress in your life? Do you passionately pursue godliness? [Swindoll]


“Stretch , Strain, & Strive for the Prize!”�


SPOT IT! (14)


vs.14a - Goal - Skopos/A goal in which to fix the eye(LKGNT).


Fix on it, lock on it, Draw a bead on it!


Are word “scope” - I picture the cross hairs in a rifles scope(+).


Paul has turned the last curve & now is in the home stretch where he can see the goal.


Heb.12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,”


Q: What are your eyes “fixed on”? 


Prov.23:5 “Will you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; They fly away like an eagle toward heaven.”


Ps.101:3 “I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not cling to me.”


S. of Sol. 5:12 “His eyes are like doves by the water streams, washed in milk, & fitly set(mounted like jewels).” (sparkling/pure/& fitly set)


“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full into his wonderful face!”


vs.14c - Upward call - Our call is a heavenly calling(Heb.3:1)not just earthly!


One defined this, “The goal continually moves forward as we press on, but yet never out of sight.”


At 1st I thought “how mean of God to be backing up as we are pressing forward”   Then I pictured a father getting a toddler to walk! 


[He leaves the coach behind him & walks wobbly to the parent, stumbling a few times along the way. The father picks him up, gets him balanced, & he starts again. Never giving up, for he longs to be with the father!]�


Some have the motto“To keep from falling…Don’t try!”[not the Christian]�


The Scottish Preacher Alexander Whyte described the perseverance of the saints as, “falling down & getting up, falling down & getting up, falling down & getting up, all the way to heaven!”�


Prize - The prize is Christlikeness! ��


MAINTAIN IT! (15,16)


Stuart Briscoe interpreted vs.15,16 as, “I am complete in the sense that I have grown as far as I can at the present, & I am ready for the next lesson!”


vs.15a - Maturing - (Story) High in the Alps is a monument raised in honor of a faithful guide who perished while ascending a peak to rescue a stranded tourist. Inscribed on that memorial stone are these words: HE DIED CLIMBING. A maturing, growing Christian should have the same kind of attitude, right up to the end of life.


vs.15b - Paul very graciously allows them to grow at their own pace.


Note the shift from “I” to “us”!


The race is not Solo! We’re running as a team. (Mical in gymnastic meets competes individually, & as a team)


Some runners in a race run by & don’t even acknowledge your there, others encourage you along! 


Help others to keep the
