President’s message

Sig Taus Continue to
Make a Difference
Year-Round
The past few months have been an eventful time for our country and our
fraternity. As you read this SAGA, you will find many examples of our
brothers and alumni who have stepped forward to help others, who are not as
fortunate as many of us. I am proud to have you as my brothers.

“We need to
think outside the
conventional
wisdom that we
can only rush
during certain
periods of
the year.”

This is the best of Sigma Tau Gamma and we all (current active brothers and
alumni) must continue our efforts. As we assist others, we build brotherhood
and bonds. These bonds grow stronger when we direct them toward positive
goals. I have heard from many of you about my last SAGA piece and wanted
to thank you for your feedback. Again, I emphasize that bringing new
members into our brotherhood helps to overcome hate and intolerance.
What else can we do to continue to make a difference? In our local communities we can get involved with the “Books for Kids” program or the “Read
Across America Day” in early March. Both of these efforts impact our fellow
citizens. Have each of our chapters participate in our annual National Service
Day. Invite faculty, campus administrators, parents and alumni to participate
with us in our service projects.
In our chapters, we can rush 365 days a year. We need to think outside the
conventional wisdom that we can only rush during certain periods of the year.
Take two associate classes per semester and invite more males on campus
to become part of our fraternity. Have your associates run a rush event for
their friends on campus. Yes, having rush events in March or April can yield
successes.
Finally, I wanted to announce a new initiative to assist our chapters to become
stronger; with the goal being an enhanced brotherhood experience for our
members. We call this our improving chapter quality initiative. This year, ten
chapters have stepped forward to participate in a pilot test of this initiative.
These chapters are completing a thorough analysis and self-assessment of their
operations as a fraternity chapter. They are determining what major areas they
would like to improve upon in 2002. In addition, a team of volunteers is
working with them to improve their chapter. We are confident this initiative
will improve the overall brotherhood experience for these chapters and result
in a stronger Sigma Tau Gamma chapter on their campuses. We hope to
expand this initiative to other chapters in the following years. Thank you to
the chapters and the mentors assisting in this process.

Thomas N. Janicki, 31st National President
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The tragic events of
September 11th changed
the lives of Americans -changed the way we live
and our outlook on the world.
Everyday citizens emerged as
heroes. The true meaning
of heroism became more
definitive. Among these heroes
stood the Brothers of
Sigma Tau Gamma. In the
face of adversity, they met
the challenge. The following
pages are dedicated to our
Brothers - Brothers who
served our country, as
firefighters, police officers,
military personnel and leaders Brothers who exemplify the
principles of Benefit and
Leadership - Our Brothers.

Brothers At The
World Trade Center
In the wake of the September 11, attack on the World Trade
Center, the SAGA searched for the stories of brothers who
lived the experience at the scene of that tragic day.

Clay Patterson, Alpha Chi ’00 (University of Illinois)
worked in an office across the street from the World Trade
Center. He called the World Trade Center “magnificent”
and considered it a privilege to walk “underneath those
massive gleaming towers.” On September 11, he was not
in his office, but at a project near a school a few miles north
in the Bronx. Upon learning about the first plane hitting
the World Trade Center, he had enough presence of mind
“to call my Dad, leaving a message that I was not in the
office today, because I knew he would be worried.” “When
the towers collapsed,” he writes, “I was in complete disbelief. I can remember thinking, no way, not those towers.
They’re massive. How could it.” His energy turned to
searching for coworkers and friends. Clay never returned
to his office near the World Trade Center and now works
from an office in New Jersey.

Brandon Wustman, Gamma Chi ’91 (Michigan Technological University), is a research scientist at New York University. On Tuesdays he would normally walk to Washington Square for a routine meeting with his boss, passing through the north tower of the World Trade Center.
On September 11, he was running late and caught a subway train instead. It was on the subway that he learned
about an “explosion” at the World Trade Center.
Brother Wustman writes that about 20 minutes later “I was
exiting the subway station at Astor Place. I noticed crowds
of people had gathered on the sidewalks. Traffic was at a
stand-still and people were pointing south, toward the
twin towers. I looked up to see smoke billowing from the
tops of both towers. As I was crossing the street, I asked a
police officer who was directing traffic what had hapBackground photograph by Michael Rieger/FEMA News Photo.
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pened. He looked at me with tears in his eyes and said,
“They’ve crashed two jets into the towers.” I instantly
ran for my office, just a few blocks away. I tried several
times to call Sandeep (my wife) at home, but the line was
busy. So I wrote my boss a note, telling him I had to return
home. Just as I opened the door to leave, the lab phone
rang and it was Sandeep crying. I told her I would head
home. At the Wall Street stop on the subway home, a group
of three people got onto the subway and one woman was
telling of her escape from one of the twin towers. When I
arrived at the Bowling Green station, I exited to find the
traffic in complete grid lock and everyone out of their cars
watching the burning towers. Inside the apartment, I called
my parents to tell them that we were OK and we were
going to find Sandeep’s sister, Amar who worked in the
World Financial Center. I figured she might be outside by
the water, since her building was evacuated. We followed
the path along the Hudson River, around the south end of
the marina, at the World Financial Center. We were just
opposite of the south WTC tower, about 200 yards away.
We suddenly heard an incredibly loud rumbling sound.
We looked up to see the tower falling toward us, and we
instantly turned and ran. Some people were jumping in
the river, while the rest just kept running. We ran to the
closest building, jumped a fence, and hid under a short
overhang. The overhang protected us from the larger debris, but not from the cloud of dust that followed. Everything went black and we covered our faces with our shirts
so we could breath. We found our way into a restaurant,
everyone looked like ghosts covered head to toe with a
thick layer of gray dust. We decided to try to make it back
to our apartment, not knowing what could happen next.
Outside, the world lacked all color. Everything was gray
and we walked ankle deep in gray soot and paper; newspapers, order requisitions, magazines, receipts, business
cards, etc. In the river, tub boats (called in by the Coast
Guard) were picking up the people who had jumped into
the river.
Back at our apartment, we were told to wait in the basement of the building until we were given further instructions. After waiting in the basement for several hours, we

decided to go up to our apartment to pack a few things.
We had only enough time to grab our credit cards, a flashlight, and a bottle of water when someone shouting and
pounding on doors informed us that there were gas leaks
all over the area and we were being evacuated immediately. We could see from our window, people were being
hurriedly boarded onto police boats and every other type
of floating vessel and swept across the river to Liberty State
Park in New Jersey. At Liberty State Park, over a hundred
ambulances were lined up on a football-size field, waiting for victims. The uninjured, including ourselves, were
bussed to a nearby National Guard Base, and a few hours
later to another larger base. Here, we finally received word
from my parents that Amar had contacted them and was
fine. Around 7:00pm, those who had a place to go were
bussed to Penn Station in New Jersey. At the train station,
we were decontaminated and put on trains to where ever
we wanted to go. I attempted to buy a ticket, but the man
at the counter laughed at me and told me no tickets were
needed today; just get on the train. We boarded one headed
for New Brunswick, NJ, where we met friends, rented a
car, and drove to my parents in Michigan.”

Andrew Porta, Phi ’93 (Southeastern Louisiana) is a consultant in
Financial Services Management
with DeLoitte Consulting. He
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina
and works from offices in Charlotte, Atlanta and New York. His
New York office was in the World
Trade Center. On September 11,
he was working from the New York office and was lodged
at the World Trade Center Marriott Hotel.
As he was putting on his shoes to head to the office, he
heard a loud thundering explosion that rocked the building, followed by the sound of metal scratching on metal.
His first thought was that maybe something went wrong
with the construction they were doing upstairs. A gas pipe
explosion? He made his way to the window to look out-
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side, only to see a sight he will never forget. There was debris raining from the
sky and people running frantically. He grabbed his briefcase and knew he had
to get out. When he opened his door, he saw others also looking for an escape
route. They headed down a staircase to a backside exit that had a large glass
atrium. As they worked their way down the steps they could see the horror
unfolding outside. Burning debris
blocked the exit. He could see the
severe injuries outside. Members of
the group were beginning to panic.
Others wanted to break the glass and
attempt to climb over the debris.
Andrew convinced everyone to head
back to the 2nd floor so they could see
if the lobby was a better option. When
they arrived at the lobby, there was a
WTC Marriott Hotel,
crowd of people waiting to exit. They
collapsed glass atrium.
were slowly funneling people out to
the south with women and children going first. He was 30 to 40 feet from the
exit when he heard a 2nd explosion. Firefighters and policemen came rushing
inside as the fiery debris was raining outside. At this point, pandemonium set
in and even Andrew began to question whether he would get out. Once the
outside looked clear, the firefighters and policemen began allowing people to
leave the building. When it came to Andrew’s turn, they told him to run straight
south, don’t look back and do not stop to try and help anyone as they are
beyond help. As he ran south, he could hear explosions and debris crashing
near him. He ran for two blocks before he turned to see the horror he left
behind. He attempted to call his wife, but he couldn’t get through. He decided
to run a couple more blocks to a point that he thought was safe and he sat
down to take a rest. As he was sitting there, he realized he was still carrying
his briefcase. From where he was siting, he could see the towers burning and
people jumping from the top floors. One of his partners was able to get through
to him on his cell phone to ascertain that he was okay. Moments later, he
began to hear a loud crashing sound. As he looked up, he saw the top of one of
the towers coming apart and a cloud of debris and dust rushing toward him.
He began to run in the opposite direction. While he was running, he noticed a
woman had stopped and was gasping for air. He stopped to help and to try to
get her to safety. He stopped a man to see if he could help and he happened to
still be carrying his lunch bag. They used the lunch bag to help her catch her
breath. As he looked up, he noticed a half a dozen people standing around,
trying to help. It was at this moment he realized that there were people from
all walks of life coming together to help. They were able to help get the woman
to a point where she wasn’t in any immediate danger.
Now that he had a chance, he wanted to find his colleagues to see if they were
okay. As he was walking, two people literally bumped into him and it just
happened to be his colleagues. While standing there, they could see the
second tower fall and knew they wanted to get off the island as soon as
possible. The three of them loaded a ferry to Hoboken, NJ and went to stay
with a friend’s relatives. It wasn’t until 48 hours later that he was finally able
to see his wife.
When Andrew looks back on September 11th, he remembers the tragedy and
horror. But he also remembers the true sense of American pride, when everyday citizens stepped up and became heroes.
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Rob Ferraro, Epsilon Theta ’99 (Plymouth State College) is a foreign exchange broker for a private firm at the
New York Board of Trade, which was
located on the 8th floor of 4 World
Trade Center. He remembers looking
at the gleaming World Trade Center,
from his Brooklyn apartment at 6:30
AM on September 11, on a crisp clear
morning, thinking that it was going
to be a gorgeous day. The trading day
began slowly and normally, then the
world changed at 8:46 AM. He writes:
“The lights flickered for a few seconds, the floor noticeably shook. The
trader’s ooohd and aaahd. I heard one
broker say to another, “maybe a bomb
went off again”. Apparently, the same
flickering of the lights and shaking of
the floor occurred during the 1993
WTC bombing. The next few minutes
were the scariest of my life. Out of the
corner of my eye I caught several
grown men noticeably crying, sprinting for the exits. All of the people who
were eating breakfast that day in the
cafeteria had an unobstructed view of
American Flight 11 slamming into the
North tower.
My instincts told me to run for my life.
None of us had any idea what had
happened. I found myself running
down the stairs as fast as I could, with
about 400 other people, all asking the
same question, “what had happened”.
When I got to the bottom floor and
emerged from the building, I saw the
horror. Thick black smoke billowing
from the North tower. Bits of plane
pieces falling all around us. It was as
if I was in Hell. The wind was swirling, picking up the paper that had
been sucked out from the blast. Everyone stared at the horrible scene
unfolding in front of our eyes. The
sight of seeing bodies drop from 110
stories up and hitting the concrete will
never leave my mind.”
Rob is thankful for God sparing his
life and mourns the loss of friends and
coworkers who lost their lives that
tragic day.

Background photograph by Michael Rieger/FEMA News Photo.

Richard J. Spanard, Beta Tau ’93 (Slippery Rock University) is a U. S. Army
captain and commander of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal company
based in northern New Jersey. On the
morning of September 11, he was enjoying breakfast at a deli 50 feet from
the World Trade Center twin towers
when the first plane hit. General
hysteria inundated the deli. Spanard
decided that he and the three
soldiers with him should move to
number 7 World Trade Center, where
they had a scheduled meeting. The
building was full of people in the
midst of evacuating. A second explosion was heard, and people began
mobbing the three escalators in a state
of panic. Spanard and the now five
soldiers with him began yelling for
everyone to remain calm and walk to
the elevators in an orderly fashion. “To
our surprise,” Spanard said, people
heard and obeyed the direction.
With his cell phone not working,
Spanard, with another soldier, moved
to a second deli to use landlines to
establish telephone communication.
He was at this deli when he experienced “the terrifying sensation of a
110 story building coming down.”
After deciding that this deli was no
longer safe, he moved to a public
school building that was being evacuated. After all of the children were
safely relocated, he used the telephone
to account for all of the sailors and
soldiers that were to meet with him
that morning. Then they began
receiving calls from parents concerned
about the safety of their children.
“We were able to calm them and reassure them and give them the location
and phone number of the school to
which their children had been moved.
I will never forget the fear in the voices
of those parents” he recalled. “In all
honesty, to this day, as those unforgettable events replay in my mind, it
brings tears to my eyes.”

The Principle of Benefit, To Serve
Fraternity, College, Country!

First Responders
Brothers Answer the Call
Sigma Tau Gamma brothers were among those who answered the call to serve
on September 11, 2001. Those who answered the SAGA call for stories all
identified others as heroes, but of course they are heroes as well.

Kevin Cunnane, Alpha Nu ’91 (SUNY-Oneonta) is a New York City Fire Marshal. He was at Tower 1 of the World Trade Center. He writes; “I can tell you
that the FDNY consists of the finest men this country has to offer. We suffered
huge losses, as you know, but certainly the civilians that died represent the
real tragedy of September 11th. My FDNY Brothers were doing their job. A
job that we all love. I am sure that any one of us, who lived to tell about
September 11th, would trade places to save just one more life that day. I lost
many close friends, too many acquaintances to count, and 343 colleagues.
They orchestrated the greatest rescue in the history of the United States that
day, and that is how they need to be remembered. The FDNY heroes were
casualties of war, please don’t call them victims.”
Pat McNerney, Gamma Alpha ’93 (Mansfield University of Pennsylvania) is a
Port Authority police officer who was on duty at the World Trade Center.
Joe Schetroma, a fellow Gamma Alpha chapter brother, persistently tried to
contact Pat to be sure his brother was OK. Here is Pat’s story as told to Joe in
an e-mail.
“All is well here, thanks for inquiring. In regards to 9/11, it was the worst day
in my police career and the department’s history. We lost 37 members that
day, more than any police department in history. We are only a department of
1,400, so it was personal for everyone.
“I was standing on the corner of 42nd Street and 8th Avenue when I saw one
of the planes go by. Our reaction was that of
surprise because the plane was so low and it
was traveling north to south over Manhattan
Island. Several minutes later we received a radio
call to return to the police station ASAP. We returned
to the police station where a commandeered bus was
waiting to take us to the World Trade Center. As we made
our way, we were informed that a plane had hit one of the
towers. As we came around a corner, we could see the fire.
As we got closer we started to observe people jumping
out of the windows. The bus stopped one block
away from the towers. As we exited the bus, we continued to see more people jump from the tower.
Thankfully, we never saw them land. We were split
up into two groups. My group was ordered to go
around to the opposite side of the WTC to provide
assistance. The other group was ordered to assist
in the concourse area of the WTC. These
officers entered the building and put on Scott
Air Packs to assist others. As they got deeper
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inside, the building started to come down. Three of the officers who were on
the bus with me, and who I had turned out of roll call with that morning, were
killed. Officers, Will Jimeno and John McLoughlin, were trapped for over 10
and 12 hours respectively. They were the last two survivors’ pulled out of the
debris. One of the three officer’s killed, Dominic Pezzullo, had initially survived the falling of the first building. He was okay and able to get out, but
when he heard Jimeno and McLoughlin in pain, he came back for them. The
second tower then came down and killed him. Somehow, Jimeno and
McLoughlin were buried under the first tower and the second tower missed
them. Jimeno say’s he was able to speak with Pezzullo before he died. It was
truly incredible what he did. It was horrible enough for Jimeno to have to go
through this event, but to have his friend next to him and to hear him say his
last words was even more difficult. Jimeno and McLoughlin were both in
Intensive Care for months and hopefully will fully recover.”
“Though I got off the subject of what my day was like, I felt I needed to tell
you about some true heroes. I responded and assisted people coming out of
the Trade Center. When the first building started to come down, we started to
move people back. We then evacuated a building and a high school. As we
were evacuating the high school, the second building came down. We were
afraid other buildings were going to get hit and we were receiving reports
that other planes were possibly on their way. We had heard unconfirmed reports about the Pentagon and the plane in Pennsylvania, so we also thought
we might be attacked again. There was actually talk of us jumping into the
Hudson River if another plane came. We then regrouped with some other
Port Authority police officers. We attempted to enter the debris but were told
not to enter because of the structural integrity of the other buildings was in
question. Building number seven came down at 5:17 pm. We were all ordered
back and they sent in replacements for us. As I walked to the train, I realized
that this was the only time I have ever walked eight blocks in Manhattan without a car passing me. It was like a ghost town. Joe, there is so much more to tell
it is incredible, but these 12 and 13 hour days, six days a week, don’t leave me
with much time for anything. Will be in contact.”

“The FDNY heroes were
casualties of war,
please don’t call
them victims.”
---- Kevin Cunnane, Alpha Nu ’91
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Hiram Tabler, Tau ’85 (East Central
Oklahoma University) is an Administrative Officer in the 45th Support
Detachment Force of the Oklahoma
Army National Guard. Prior to the
events of September 11th, he was preparing to deploy 24 soldiers to the
Republic of Egypt for a military operation named Bright Star. Needless
to say, the events September 11th
caused hesitation of the deployment.
Before, during, and after the deployment, the heightened awareness of
security kept his unit busy because
their job was to assess military base
security and force protection for units
deployed into an area of operation.
He responded; “I want to let everyone know that we, as soldiers and civilians, need to be aware of the threat
and situations within the United
States of America. For a long time we
have lived in a society that has been
freedom oriented and we must now
give up some of our freedoms to live
in a safe society. Please be patient as
the government and our military tries
to figure out how to keep us safe on
our own soil. This may mean placing
military police on our streets and jet
fighters in the air over our own lands.
Some may not think this is necessary
and may think it’s overkill to do this,
but believe me, our government and
military organizations are most concerned with the safety of our homeland. I know that waiting in long lines
at the airport, having the mail system
slow down important letters to our
families, and going through metal detectors and being searched at certain
facilities may inconvenience people.
This needs to be an accepted as a new
way of life if we want to protect
ourselves from terrorist activities.
I became a member of two great
organizations, the Sigma Tau Gamma
Fraternity and the United States
Army. These two organizations have
helped me become a better person and
a proud, patriotic American.”

Background photograph by Michael Rieger/FEMA News Photo.

From the Pentagon
The events of Sept. 11
have affected each of
us in a differenet way.
For some brothers,
it hit close to home.
Daniel Clara, Beta Tau ’95 (Slippery
Rock University) is a teacher near
Somerset County in Pennsylvania.
On the day of the attacks, Dan and his
students were in the library. When the
attacks began, they were able to see
the live footage. “While some of my
students wept, others just stared in
disbelief.”
Even with the tragic events happening in the world, Brother Clara could
only think of what his students were
feeling. He writes, “I felt a horrible
sense of foreboding as I looked at the
students who were with me that day.
That day, they lost a sense of safety
and security that may never completely return.”
The plane that crashed in Pennsylvania passed directly over Brother
Clara’s school and crashed a mere 30
miles away. For Dan, it was a little too
close to home. “A few seconds earlier,
and that plane may have come down
in the middle of my hometown. I remember thinking that it had been
close. In fact, it was just seconds that
made the difference,” he wrote.

Jeff Janosik, Beta Iota, ’83 (California University of Pennsylvania)
“As an active duty Army officer assigned to the Pentagon, the events of 9/11 certainly affected me as much
as any American. As a brother of Sigma Tau Gamma
Fraternity, however, that day proved once and for all
what brotherhood is all about.
Although assigned to work on the Headquarters,
Army Staff, which is located in the Pentagon, my
agency was temporarily located less than a half-mile
away due to a phased renovation project of the northwest sector of the Pentagon. I was originally scheduled to return last June, then postponed to August,
then at the last minute postponed again to mid-October. As of 9/11, our agency
had moved our unclassified servers and some office equipment and furniture.
The area that I was to return to was the EXACT area that was attacked. If not
for the renovation project, the number of casualties would have been significantly higher. Ironically, on 9/10, I attended a morning meeting located in
that same area. Indeed, a twist of fate.
In the hours and days that followed, I received countless phone calls and
e-mail messages from old brothers, which reinforced my faith as a Sig Tau.
Although I’ve remained semi-active with my Chapter’s Alumni Association, I
had no idea that so many brothers even knew of my current assignment. In
fact, within minutes of the attack on the Pentagon, my first four phone calls
were from brothers. Several other brothers who reside throughout the
country would contact me throughout that day and night, as the nation watched
with horror and wondered where the next strike may be. Even with my phone
lines and internet links either being down or congested, they
persisted in getting through to me. I feel humbled to think that so many good
people truly care about me.
I would imagine that 9/11 has forced all of us to refocus our lives on the
important things in life. For me, fulfilling my responsibilities as a father,
husband, Catholic, career Army officer, and yes - as a Sig Tau, will never be
the same. Fraternity life may be waning at college campuses. But, it’s clear
to me that the friendships I made as a young undergrad, and as a brother of
Sigma Tau Gamma, are solid and will last indefinitely. For that, I am forever
grateful.”

Joseph A. Vitale, Epsilon Iota ’99 (College of New Jersey) used to spend countless hours gazing at the NYC skyline.
Growing up just 40 minutes away, he would often visit the many landmarks the city had to offer.
Even months after the tragedies of September 11th, Joe is still in awe of the sight of the NYC skyline with the landmark
Twin Towers absent.
He writes, “About three days after, I was at the waterfront in Jersey City, New Jersey, which is right across the Hudson
River from lower Manhattan. The smoke was still rising. Just down the river, one could see the Statue of Liberty,
whose presence in that harbor was even more enlightening. I have been to Ground Zero to pay respect for those who
have been lost. I was one of the lucky ones. One by one, I was able to hear from all of my friends and loved ones who
dodged death that day. It all has been a truly humbling experience.”
Joe teaches 7th and 8th grade and has discussed many aspects of the September 11th tragedy with his students. Many
of them have been touched directly. “Brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers have been taken from these young people
and it’s a loss that can never be repaid,” Brother Vitale writes. But as an educator, Joe will play an important role in
helping these students cope with the loss.
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“Lifelong Principl

by Lt. Paul “Bones” Mitchell, USN,
Delta Xi ’95

The Pacific Ocean — An F-14A Tomcat, attached to Fighter Squadron
One Five Four (VF-154) “Black Knights”, flies over USS Kitty Hawk
(CV 63) after completing a training mission. VF-154 is assigned to
Carrier Air Wing Five (CVW 5) and is homeported at
Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan. U.S. Navy photo by Chief
Photographer’s Mate Mahlon K. Miller. [990807-N-0226M-002]

es”
“Camelot 200,
Tomcat Ball, state 6.2.”
The F-14A Tomcat on short final from the VF-14 Tophatters finished
off another combat mission in support of Operation ENDURING
FREEDOM with another perfect arrested landing aboard the
aircraft carrier USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65), deployed
somewhere in the Arabian Sea.

S

o ended another “day at the office” for me.

You might be wondering, just who is this? At my squadron they call me “Bones.” At Delta Xi Chapter I was known
as “Mav.” I am a 1995 graduate of Carnegie Mellon University. Today, I’m a RIO (Radar Intercept Officer) who flies
in F-14A Tomcats. I just returned from a seven-month deployment aboard the ENTERPRISE flying combat missions
in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.
You might wonder why I’m writing something for this issue of the SAGA about how September 11th impacted
my life. Aside from the obvious impact it had on me from being deployed there and out on the “front lines” when
ENDURING FREEDOM first kicked off, when Ben Roberts (one of my fellow brothers from Delta Xi) and Justin
Kirk approached me about this issue of the SAGA, I realized that many of the principles I learned from Sigma Tau
Gamma had a direct connection to those things that kept me safe while flying combat missions over Afghanistan.
I first heard the news while sitting in my ready room on the carrier. The entire day seemed almost surreal, taking
on a “this should only happen in the movies” kind of feel. After I got over the initial shock, my training kicked in,
focusing my efforts onto the job at hand.
You might ask, what does that kind of focus entail? It takes a sense of value…that feeling of belonging to something that is greater than yourself. Whether it’s to Sigma Tau Gamma, to the US Navy, or as a citizen of the United
States, it’s still the same concept. It takes a sense of learning…the humility to realize that no matter how far you’ve
come, you still have a long way to go. It takes a responsibility to rise to the challenges of leadership…to have the
courage to make the hard decisions and do the right thing when the going gets tough. It takes a dedication to
excellence…an unswerving quest to strive for superior performance and better yourself. It takes an unquestionable
commitment…the responsibility we all have to benefit our fraternity, college, and country. And it also takes a sense
of honor and integrity…that way of living which affords you and everyone you meet the dignity they deserve while
upholding your ideals.
The principles I learned in Sigma Tau Gamma (the six principles of Value, Learning, Leadership, Excellence, Benefit,
and Integrity), I carried with me as I dealt with the events of September 11, and later as I went into combat in
support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM with a sense of honor, courage, and commitment. Many people don’t
think about what they learned from their college fraternity days on a daily basis, but I think if you live by those
basic truths, you can accomplish anything. Those six principles helped give me the strength to survive over those
dangerous skies of Afghanistan and return home to share my experiences with you.

Scholars

ROSKENS
Scholastic Achievement Award
The Ronald W. Roskens Scholastic Achievement Award recognizes those members who attain a grade point average
of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale. The program exists to encourage scholastic achievement and to facilitate the involvement
of faculty advisors in that process. Those members who are eligible for the award receive a custom-printed Sigma
Tau Gamma Scholar T-shirt and a certificate suitable for framing. The headquarters office also sends a letter to the
students’ parents in recognition of his scholastic achievement.
Ronald W. Roskens, NMF, Alpha Eta ’53 (University of Northern Iowa) for whom the award is named, was the
fifteenth national president of Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity. He is a leader in higher education, having been President
of the University of Nebraska. In the George Bush administration, he was director of the U.S. Agency for International
Development. He is now an international business consultant.

Alpha
Gregory C. Barry ’02
David R. Bodenhamer ’03
Paul J. Dick ’03
Brian M. Dobrynski, CSM ’01
Tyler M. Dykes, WCMF ’02
Aaron J. Eich ’04
Tyler S. Farnsworth ’02
Andrew P. Griffin ’00
Christopher P. Huelsebusch ’01
Scott T. Lenz ’03
Don W. Lile II, CSM ’99
Jacob S. Lock ’03
Keegan C. Magee ’03
Cameron N. McDaniel ’01
James C. Milne ’02
Bradley C. Pryor ’03
Christopher P. Rodriguez ’01
Mark W. Schulte ’03
Benjamin J. Spiking ’03
Brice M. Spridgen ’02
David M. Steffens ’02
Benjamin T. Troiani ’02
Jeremy R. Underwood ’04
Clifton R. Vandeventer ’03
S. Michael Woods, CSM ’02

Beta
Chancie C. Adams ’01
Adam A. Allmon ’01
Benjamin R. Askew ’02
James A. Atkins ’01
Nicholas P. Becherer ’01
Mark E. Beckrich ’04
Andrew C. Blandford ’03
Brett A. Bohon ’01
Matthew W. Britt ’03
Daniel C. Chavez ’02
Matthew K. Clauss ’02
David W. Cleaver ’02
Jonathan L. Cleaver ’04
Sean P. Corrigan ’04
Brian M. Cosmano ’04
Wesley D. Creech ’04
Joshua D. Diehl ’01
Drew A. Dunahue ’03
William S. Gillis ’01
Joshua M. Grahlman ’03
Lee T. Hall ’04
Neil C. Harris ’04
Jeffrey T. Heisler ’03
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Luke S. Hubbard ’01
Justin B. Imhof ’02
Preston L. Imhof ’04
Benjamin J. Klein ’04
Joe R. Kummer ’03
Jake J. Maier ’04
Joseph A. Manning ’04
Colman D. McCarthy ’04
Matthew S. McDuff ’04
Brett E. Meeske ’05
Neil A. Meyer ’04
Patrick D. Morrison ’02
Blake A. Padberg ’02
Matthew A. Pieper ’02
Wyatt Z. Roberts ’03
Joshua A. Roesch ’04
Brian M. Roscoe ’02
Kenneth K. Rosenkoetter ’02
Matthew J. Roth ’02
Andrew G. Schroll ’03
Thomas P. Schuette ’02
Ryan M. Sedlak ’01
Ryan K. Shreve, CSM ’02
Joseph L. Skinner ’04
Peter T. Smith ’04
Thomas B. Spencer IV ’02
Timothy A. Spencer ’03
Christoph J. Strohmayer ’02
Wesley E. Swee ’02
Steven W. Turner ’04
Joseph M. Voss ’04
Scott E. Weindel ’02
David M. White ’04
Daniel J. Williams ’03
Adam C. Winfrey ’01
William P. Wingbermuehle ’01

Epsilon

Pi

Adam T. Baker ’03
Jeff Blackard ’02
Bret C. Bozich ’04
Darin T. Cizerle ’02
Matthew E. DeDonder ’02
Ian M. Griffin ’02
Edward Hosch ’02
Jason M. Krenzel ’05
Zachary A.Moore ’01
Ross E. Nigro ’02
Ryan M. Raven, CSM ’02
Ben J. Rees ’04
Brian J. Skahan ’03
Kris K. Von Fossen ’01

Jeffrey L. Fenton ’04
Trent A. Kissinger ’02
Darren T. Laustsen ’02
Jay A. Mathews ’01
Jeffrey C. Mountain ’04
Joel P. Rodriguez ’00
Justin P. Ruggles ’04
Jesse E. Rusinski Jr., CSM ’02
Brandon J. Sondag ’03
Kenneth A. Sosnick ’03
Vincent B. Valerio
Nathan A. Wolfe ’04

Sigma
Iota
Dominick P. Altieri ’04
Paul M. Bartholet ’04
Eric S. Dideon ’01
John D. Eaton ’02
Chris L. Gentille ’02
Michael B. Jarnicki ’03
Robert L. Leon ’02
Michael E. Phillips ’02
Joshua J. Pijor ’02
Nicholas A. Prato ’05
Randall T. Schroeder ’01
Michael A. Vetrick ’03

Lambda
Matthew J. Mueller ’03
Shawn T. Travis ’04
Justin C. Varland ’02
Jeffrey R. Williamson ’02

Delta

Mu

Sean M. Daly, CSM ’04
Patterson W. Gayden Jr. ’03
Matt A. Kerns ’03
Clinton S. McCurry, CSM ’01
Michael J. Museousky ’02
James C. Musgrove ’03
Darin L. Nichols ’99
Grant M. Rempe ’04
Paul D. Rundle ’04
Cody M. Snyder ’05
Danny W. Stotler ’01
Jesse C. Tuel, CSM ’01
Greg N. Watt ’02

Nathanael B. Baker ’03
Chad K. Buchanan ’04
Joseph S. DeFalco ’04
Chad D. Hendrix ’03
Michael D. Jenkins ’04
Michael A. Jensen ’00
Jeremiah B. Johnson ’02
Paul A. Key ’02
Michael D. Kiester ’03
Macy P. Mitchell ’03
Michael R. Paulsen ’04
Nicholas P. Prins ’02
Ryan L. Wood ’03

Joshua E. Allen ’01
Kyle E. Allison ’04
Jody A. Bradshaw ’02
Thomas J. Cabantac ’01
Evan Collins
Ronnie A. Dodd ’02
Aaron K. Forrester ’02
Chad H. Gossett ’00
Joshua H. Greene ’03
John D. Hardin ’03
Christopher A. Hillis ’03
Bryan R. Lawrence ’03
Jeremy M. Moix ’02
David T. Soloman ’02
Stephen J. Strack ’02
Clint M. Tyler ’00
Patrick M. Westerman ’03
Bradley S. York ’03
Jonathan J. Young ’01

Alpha Zeta
John J. Flora ’02
Shane C. Hohn ’02
Nathan M. Montgomery ’01

Alpha Phi
Justin T. Buchheit ’02
Jeremy S. Fitzjerrells ’04
Aaron J. Miesner ’04
Walter J. Peleshenko ’01
Craig A. Raney ’04
Todd M. Reich ’02
Karl A. Samson ’04
Matt A. Uchtman ’03
Jeffrey M. Wehner ’03

Scholars
Alpha Chi

Beta Lambda

Alexander M. Barr ’03
Christopher M. Bengston ’04
Ross F. Bickel ’04
Jeremy L. Bosch ’03
Andrew C. Branson ’04
Artie E. Calbert ’03
Brian D. Dauenhauer ’02
Brian D. DeGraff ’01
Stephen I. Delicath ’01
Kyle C. Hanson ’04
Gregory T. Harris ’03
Stephen S. Hellerman ’02
Ben J. Jablonski ’02
Theodore R. Jablonski ’04
Rodrique Lauture ’02
Edward H. Leonard ’02
Nilay D. Mistry ’02
Jason D. Moore ’04
Todd D. Pozen ’02
Benjamin D. Rigby ’01
Michael D. Salinas ’03
Dominique G. Sanchez ’04
Paolo S. Segre ’03
Matthew R. Shipley ’04
Aaron J. Smiley ’03
Philip J. Wenger ’03

Charles K. Appler ’02
Brian A. Damato ’03
Marcus J. DePasquale ’02
David C. Dixon ’03
Tyrel J. Fisher ’04
Daniel J. Herbert ’03
Gregory A. Human ’04
Brent A. MacDonald ’03
James D. McBride ’04
Brian J. McInerney ’03
Jeffrey M. Pittman ’04
Jonathan P. Schiemann ’02
Charles K. Smith ’03
Jason M. Tomlinson ’01
Justin R. Watkins ’04
Timothy V. Weidner ’02
Joshua J. Wingstrom ’02

Alpha Psi
Jeffrey S. Archer ’03
Benjamin T. Bachman ’04
Michael T. Butson ’04
Christopher M. Damich ’03
Matthew W. Fowler ’01
Jonathan W. Lekse ’04
Thomas H. McKnight ’03
Benjamin D. Morgan-Cohen ’03
Robert B. Pugh ’04
Matt S. Schnieders ’04
Matthew D. Smiles ’04

Beta Tau
Aaron A. Anderson ’02
Christopher G. Benedict ’00
Pete M. Brough ’04
Anthony H. Brunner ’02
Michael J. Chmielewski ’02
Shane P. Cody ’03
David J. Flick ’02
James E. Kane ’02
Jason M. Keffel ’01
Phillip J. Martello ’04
Brian C. Mattison ’01
Matthew H. Meneely ’02
Troy D. Miller ’00
Brandon D. Nickel ’03
Adam N. Renner ’02
Alexander P. Samaras ’03
Robert J. Slopek ’02
Christopher S. Todd ’03
Nathaniel T. Wills ’03

Alpha Omega
Zachary P. Best ’03
Edward P. Bosanquet ’03
James W. Dolson ’03
Brian C. Foerstel ’01
Joseph M. Fritschen ’05
Christopher M. Horvath ’03
Lenny Ilyashov ’01
Eric J. Lindholm ’00
Matthew J. Neil ’04

Kevin M. Ahern ’02
Mike R. Hauert ’02
David W. Thornbury ’02
Michael J. Trotta ’02

Delta Beta

Gamma Theta
Matthew K. Berra ’04
Jason R. Collier ’00
Robert J. Curcuru ’01
Dave E. Kinworthy ’01
William E. Kruse ’99
Donnie B. Maisel ’04
Colin C. Post ’01
S. Bradley Thompson ’00

Gamma Nu
Chad A. Bauman ’02
Brandon A. Berrey ’04
Michael M. Cain, CSM ’03
Brett E. Carlson ’00
Jeremy A. Daus, CSM ’99
Eric L. Galvin ’03
Timothy A. Hafermann ’00
Frank J. Horvath Jr., CSM ’01
Collin S. Jasnoch ’04
Corey M. Lansing ’01
Aaron A. May, CSM ’00
Jason E. McLean ’02
David E. Pawelk ’04
Jason A. Reeves ’03
Michael W. Richter ’04
Justin M. Soine ’02
Andrew W. Way ’03

Shawn W. Chartier ’02
Michael A. Greenheck ’03
Erik D. Henningsgard ’01
Kyle R. Kieliszewski ’03
Jerry L. Laack ’05
Robert A. Laduron ’02
Kyle E. Larson ’02
Keith J. Mlodzik ’03
Jeremiah R. Moll ’03
Tyler J. O’Rourke ’02
Jeremy R. Probst ’03
Adam B. Prochaska ’02
John P. Richter ’02
William R. Schubert ’02
Joshua P. Schwenzfeier ’02
Nicholas A. Seeger ’03
Eric J. Urban ’02
John C. Wearing ’04

Steven A. Anzo ’04
Joseph T. Dietrich ’04
George J. Fischer ’04
Daniel G. Heizman ’04
Mark A. McClendon ’04
Brent W. Ratliff ’04
Scott A. Ratliff ’02
Michael F. Shawki ’04
Donald A. Smith ’03
Quan M. Tran ’04
Brendan J. Walker ’04

Beta Chi
Keith R. Alger ’03
Joseph D. Dominguez ’02
Bryan M. Ingold ’02
Jeffrey M. Knier ’03
Kevin L. Marien ’01
Dustin S. Schroepfer ’04
Brian D. Shaw ’02
Barry D. Sommer ’01
Andrew C. Sommers ’04
Scott K. Swanson ’02

Gamma Gamma

Jason S. Myers, CSM ’02
Brian P. O’Connor ’02
James J. Saksewski ’00
James E. Scarlett ’02
Casey S. Sparks ’04
Kevin A. Toadvine ’02
David A. Vennie ’04
Michael P. Vigrass ’03
Roben M. Walker ’03
Josh E. Wendschlag ’03
Jeremy L. Winsor, CSM ’02

Gamma Xi

Beta Alpha

Beta Kappa

Jason D. Steinshouer ’01
Nathan A. Suverkrubbe ’02
Daniel P. Svoboda ’05
Luke V. Warman ’03
Daniel P. Wesolowski, CSM ’02
Laron K. Williams ’04
Michael R. Witte ’00

Nathan B. Bennett ’03
Robert W. Bishop ’02
Andrew A. Bohnenkamp ’01
Derek L. Frese ’05
Andrew P. Gregory ’04
Jared C. Hanson ’02
Matthew R. Hillebrandt, CSM ’02
Christopher J. Marcello ’02
Paul P. Maupin ’04
Michael K. Nelson ’04
Matthew B. Noffke ’05
Seth R. Ryser ’01

Philip R. Brenckle ’03
Michael J. Bushwack ’03
Michael T. Byrne ’02
Colin M. Chisholm ’03
Brad M. Ciccolella ’02
Matthew M. Cuomo ’02
John S. Donoughe ’04
Daniel J. Donovan ’04
Bryan M. Durkin ’03
Robert A. Fiori ’02
Ryan G. Flannery ’03
Dustin W. Freas ’05
Steven A. Hale ’02
Bao D. Huynh ’04
John J. Kelly ’02
Michael J. Kulasewski
Jason S. Lasser ’04
Matthew R. MacDonald ’03
Edward J. Molyneaux ’01
Ronald A. Paulovich ’03
Christopher J. Sidoni ’03
Jeffrey C. Wall ’03
Timothy W. Walsh ’01
Michael R. Webster ’04

Delta Iota
Jason C. Bennett ’02
Shane F. Clancy ’03
Kevin T. Clawson ’03
Scott S. Cook ’00
Kristofer T. Freeland ’04
Clinton W. Jones ’00
Christopher C. LaGrone ’02
David R. Maloch ’04
Kyle T. Sanders ’01
Curt Y. Smith ’03
Tate R. Smith ’01
Matthew R. Turner ’01
James T. Waller ’04
Michael L. Webb ’02
Marvin B. Weido III ’02
Nick P. Wright ’04

Delta Upsilon
Ryan T. Alexander ’02
Kolby D. Baker ’02
Joshua K. Boyce ’02
James T. Haring ’02
Patrick M. Kramer ’02
Jason D. McElhaney ’01
Jarrod D. Stanton ’02

Gamma Omicron
Yoshiro Aoki ’04
Shinichi Asano ’04
Travis W. Haley ’05
Michael D. Petrella ’05
Keitaro Uehara ’04

Gamma Chi
Charles V. Burch ’01
Patrick T. Jeffs, CSM ’01
Jason M. Kelly ’03
William R. Lee ’03

Delta Psi
Adam Bernthaler
Michael N. Hepler ’05
Joseph G. Hoover ’04
Kevin B. Lynch ’04

Aiken Colony
Chad A. Adams ’04
David B. Buck ’01
Justin B. Hensley ’03
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Alumni News
Delta Delta

Alpha
Central Missouri State University
Jacob Luebbring ’00, is currently
employed as a Development
Specialist in the foundation office at
Linn State Technical College.
Brother Luebbring graduated from
CMSU in December of 2000 with a
B.S.B.A. degree in Marketing.
Jacob was recently engaged to Emily
Rohrbach and resides in St. Thomas,
Mo.

University of North Carolina
Thomas E. Little ’86, was recently named President of Leasing Professionals,
Inc. Little started with LeasePro in 1989. In his most recent position, he sold
vehicles and marketed vehicle lease financing services to professionals and
automobile dealers throughout eastern North Carolina.
Brother Little is active in the Pitt County-Greenville Chamber of Commerce,
the East Carolina University Pirate Club, and has also volunteered for United
Cerebral Palsy.
Tom and his wife Wendy reside in Greenville, N.C. and have one daughter,
Anna.

Delta Nu
Sam Houston State

Sigma
University of Central Arkansas
Galen Horton ’93, has taken a position as a Key Account Manager for the
Coca-Cola Wal-Mart team, responsible for the Arkansas sales area.
Brother Horton previously held the
position of Cold Drink Channel Manager for the Mid-South Division of
Coca-Cola Enterprises in Memphis,
Tenn.
Galen and his wife Christy have two
daughters; Emiley who is 3 years
old and Grace who is 1. They will be
relocating to the Central Arkansas
area.

Chi
Western Michigan University
Chris Hammill ’95, has taken a
position with Hamtramck Public
Schools as Vice Principal at
Dickinson Elementary in Port Huron, Mich. Brother Hammill also
works part-time as a Sheriff Deputy
in the Marine Division for St. Clair
County. He patrols the international
border between Canada and the U.S.
on the St. Clair River and Lower
Lake Huron.
Brother Hamill was a founding
father of the Chi chapter and served
as Chapter President. He and his
wife recently adopted a son, Tommy,
who is two and a half years old.
14
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Michael Adrian ’95, has been a producer of High Definition Television
since 1995. He currently works for
Mark Cuban (owner of the Dallas
Mavericks) and HDNet, America’s
first all HDTV Network. Brother
Adrian produces Cuban’s weekly
show as well as HDTV content that
goes over the network. In the past,
Adrian has produced anything from America’s first all High Definition Broadcasts to a behind the scenes feature of musical artist, Kid Rock.
Brother Adrian has been working with actor Barry Corbin and a pro bono
team on a new documentary project. Adrian and his team are putting together
a 30-minute documentary about New Horizons Inc., a nonprofit residential
treatment program that works to rehabilitate abused children. The
documentary looks at the harsh reality children have endured before coming
to New Horizons, and how the center’s programs have helped the children
grow and heal.
“We interviewed several children, teachers and staff. The harsh reality
becomes evident not only through the stories, but through the tears. They
all cried as they described a story that awakened them to child abuse,”
Adrian recalls.
Adrian says he was looking for a project that would be ideal for the highresolution format of HD.
“Brandon Grebe of New Horizons contacted me to see if I could help create a
media demo that demonstrated the critical mission of their treatment center.
HDTV is so realistic that it gives you a true sense of being inside the story.
I immediately knew this was the project I had been looking for,” he says.
After receiving the OK from actor Corbin, it took Adrian only six months to
write a treatment and enlist commitments from sound designers, scriptwriters
and other film crew members in Houston and Dallas. Corbin will be doing on
and off-camera narration.
Adrian will offer the documentary to PBS, major networks, a network in
Japan and the HD Consortium — a group of stations nationwide that broadcast in HD.
Information provided by Missy Turner and the Houston Business Journal

Epsilon Eta
Murray State College
Matthew R. Martin ’92, moved to
Ft. Smith, Ark. in August 2001, and
accepted a new job as county parks
administrator for Sebastian County
Government which is the largest
county parks department in the state.

Σ

Alumni News

Sigma Chapter Donates 86
Years Worth of Memorabilia to
University Archives By David Grimes, Sigma ’91

T

he Alumni Association of Sigma Chapter (University of Central
Arkansas) donated its collection of papers and memorabilia to the
UCA Archives at a reception held in the school’s library on October 9, 2001.
This collection dates back to the beginnings of the group in 1915.

Brother Martin was a founding father
of the Epsilon Eta Chapter at Murray
State College. He and his wife,
Cathryne, were blessed with their
second child, Connor David Joel
Martin in November. They also have
a daughter, Alexandra.

The organization was founded on Thanksgiving Day in 1915 as a club known
as the Owls. The Owls became UCA’s first Greek letter organization in 1928
when they became a local fraternity known as Kappa Phi Sigma. In 1934,
the group became Sigma Chapter of Sigma Tau Gamma.

PHOTOS:

Many items are from fraternity events including rush banquets, homecoming
festivities, and the annual White Rose Formal. There is also a wealth of
photographs capturing memories from all eras of the chapter.

At left - Michael Adrian (far right) seated
courtside at a Dallas Mavericks game.
Below - left to right: David Grimes, Σ ’91,
Conway Mayor Tab Townsell, Σ ’84, and
Jimmy Bryant, UCA Archives.

Among the highlights of the voluminous collection are handwritten meeting
minutes from the 1920’s and 1930’s, and several scrapbooks from the 1940’s,
50’s, and 60’s. Included in the scrapbooks are sections about World War II,
detailing the service of numerous brothers, including the obituaries of several
who did not return.

In addition to chronicling the fraternity’s legacy, this collection is also
important in that it helps detail the history of the college, which was founded
in 1907, and the city of Conway, Arkansas.
The material was kept in a series of cardboard boxes and
plastic containers before being handed over to the Archives
to properly preserve and catalog. The boxes had been passed
around from brother to brother over the years and kept in
attics, closets, and garages. It is amazing it was never lost or
destroyed. It is a testament to the quality of the type of young
men that Sigma Tau Gamma attracts that they would
ensure that such care was taken to preserve this invaluable
collection for almost a century.
As a part of the dedication, the winner of the secondannual Laney Award was announced. The Sigma Chapter
Alumni Association presents this award to a chapter
alumnus who has demonstrated leadership and achievement in their chosen field after graduation. It is named after
Ben Laney, who was a member of the organization in the
early 1920’s, when it was known as the Owls. Laney later
went on to be elected governor of Arkansas, serving two
terms from 1945 to 1949. The award is presented each year
during UCA’s homecoming week.
This year’s winner was Dee Brown, Sigma 1931 of Little
Rock, Ark. Brown is an award-winning author of numerous books about the American West, including the landmark
“Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.” He was presented the
Sigma Tau Gamma Distinguished Achievement Award from
the National Fraternity in 1973.
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Chapter News

Lambda Camps for Cash

BY JUSTIN VARLAND, LAMBDA ’02

THE DOORBELL RINGS. You quickly glance out the window to
see who it could be. It is the evening so it may be a special
friend, your sister, or baby-sitter, but it isn’t. It is a group of
college students. Intrigued, you see a large sign with Sigma
Tau Gamma in big letters across it and what looks to be...
a tent?
Yes, it is a tent and the
Sigma Tau Gamma
Fraternity is not afraid
to use it. All they want
is to spend the night on
your lawn, unless you
fork over at least $5.00
and send them somewhere else.
This scenario has been
a common occurrence
throughout Spearfish,
S.D. the past three
weeks. These students
have been creeping over to different lawns daily. Yes, these
men have beds of their own to sleep on. But, they have
another motive.
“After one week of camping on campus and two weeks of
lawn-hopping, Sigma Tau Gamma has raised $1,750.00 for
the September 11th fund,” Vice President of Programs Scott
Davis said.
The “September 11th” fund has been organized to aid the
families of those lost in the September 11th attacks in New
York City and Washington D.C.
The idea to camp out first came up in a fraternity meeting a
few days after the attacks. Everyone was faced with the
same problem of confusion and the need to help someone or
something.
“We were trying to think of a way to combine our yearly campus events while helping the people in New York,” Davis
said.
So, they went camping. After a week on campus, the fraternity decided to take their idea a step further.
“We decided we had saturated the campus community,” said

Davis. “So, we threw the tent in the pick-up and went looking for new campsites.”
Often camping only briefly due to the generosity of Spearfish
residents, the number of campsites grew quickly to around
100 after two weeks. The campsites usually caught residents
by surprise. After the surprise and a minimum donation of
$5.00, the residents owned the luxury of directing the fraternity to its next ‘stay’.
“We had a blast,” said Davis. “And, the fraternity never had
to stay a whole night.”
Along with ‘having a blast,’ the fraternity found success.
“This ran more successful than we ever expected. We raised
almost as much money with this fundraiser as we did with
the entire Books for Kids drive we did last year.” commented
Sigma Tau Gamma President Justin Varland.
“Sigma Tau Gamma is the strongest organization on campus. They have been great in working with the community
and raising money for those in need,” said Student Life /
Union Director Jane Klug. “I’m very proud of them and glad
to be able to work with them.”
Sigma Tau Gamma’s grand total of $1,750.00 will be specifically sent to the New York Firefighters “9-11” Relief Fund.
“We all knew that anyone could give blood for the Red
Cross. We wanted to do more, it’s kind of our obligation.”
Davis said.
In addition, this tragedy hit home for the organization. During this entire fundraiser, the organization had some other
intentions other than the usual, “doing this for the good of
man kind.” Sig Tau President Justin Varland, was personally
affected by the bombing. He regretfully lost his aunt, Julie
Geis, to the September 11th attack.
Sigma Tau Gamma will send this money in honor of Julie
Geis.
“I never intended on doing this for Julie,” said Varland.
“I wanted our guys to do it so that we could make a difference from all the way out in South Dakota. The guys brought
it up last week and sent a card to my parents. It nearly brought
me to tears. It really shows what friendships we’ve created.
Hopefully the families in New York are as touched as I was.
We just want to help in some minute way.”

Gamma Psi Holds Charity Concert

O

nly days after the horrific attacks of September 11th, the Gamma Psi chapter held a fundraiser to benefit the
September 11th fund. On September 15th, the chapter held a benefit concert featuring O.A.R with special guests King
Solomon’s Grave.
The event was the largest philanthropy in the history of the Greek Community at Illinois State University. Two thousand
forty-three tickets were sold for the event and the chapter donated $10,000 to the September 11th fund. In addition to that
amount, $1,000 will be donated to Books for Kids.
After seeing the events of September 11th unfold, the chapter felt the need to contribute.
“We are deeply saddened by the events of September 11th and feel that this contribution, however small in comparison to
contributions being made, can help the recovery efforts in New York City,” Philanthropy Chair Chris Smith said.
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Chapter Eternal

Chapter Eternal
KENNETH L. SHIPLEY, Alpha ’53 (Central Missouri State University) joined
Chapter Eternal on Thursday, December
20, 2001. He was 73.

K

Ken was born in Kansas City, Mo., and
graduated from CMSU in 1953. He
graduated with a B.S. in Education and
completed 26 hours of graduate work
before being called to serve in the U.S.
Navy during the Korean War. While at
Central, Brother Shipley joined Alpha
Chapter and served as Chapter President.
Shortly after graduation Brother Shipley
began, what would be, a dedicated lifetime
of volunteer service to Sigma Tau Gamma.
Ken and his wife, Christine, served as house parents to
Alpha Chapter for several years prior to the Korean War.
Brother Shipley began advising Gamma Phi Chapter
(Southern Indiana University) when it colonized in 1972.
He served in this capacity for 25 years. At the Grand
Chapter in 1998, Brother Shipley was honored with the
“Prof.” Grubbs Distinguished Advisor Award for his
service to Gamma Phi. From 1972 to 1983, Ken served
Sigma Tau Gamma as a District Governor. In 1980, he was
the recipient of the Outstanding District Governor Award
in recognition for his leadership and service to Sigma
Tau Gamma. After stepping down as District Governor
in 1983, Ken was awarded the Honorary title of District
Governor Emeritus, becoming the first brother to earn
the designation.
Ken served aboard the USS Valley Forge during the
Korean War and later in the New Orleans, Olathe, Memphis and Chattanooga Naval Intelligence Reserve Units.
From 1978 to 1993, Brother Shipley was a Naval Academy
Information Officer and a member of the Military
Advisory Board for U.S. Rep. John Hostettler, R-Ind. When
he retired from the Navy in 1988, he had attained the rank
of Captain in Naval Intelligence.

After his release from Active Duty in
1956, Ken began a sales career with
Procter & Gamble. In 1962, he moved to
Evansville, Ind. and became Director of
Food Sales and Government Markets for
Bristol-Myers Squibb. He established
the first telemarketing group for the
Evansville operations to coordinate
customer orders, sales information and
product management to food markets.
Brother Shipley retired from Bristol-Myers
Squibb in 1989 with the title Director of
Trade Sales and Military Markets.
Following his retirement, Ken became
co-owner of Midwest Telecom Communications with his son David and served as Vice President.
Ken was a dedicated volunteer to numerous other civic
organizations. Brother Shipley was a member of the
Scottish Rite, Hadi Shrine and the Demolay Legion of
Honor. Ken was also a member of the Metropolitan Evansville Chamber of Commerce, serving as ambassador and
chairman of several committees from 1989 to 1993. He was
honored as Committee Chairman of the Year in 1990.
Brother Shipley also served as Interim Director of the
United Way of Southern Indiana and was a past president
of Rolling Hills Country Club. He served as President
of the Evansville Rotary Club from 1998 to 1999 and had
been a member since 1988. He was currently serving as
Director of Membership Development.
Surviving are his wife of 51 years, Christine; a daughter,
Rebecca Ziga of Evansville, Ind.; three sons, Richard and
David, both of Newburgh, Ind. and Mark of St. Louis;
a sister Deanna Kay Arnott of Overland Park, Kans.;
and eight grandchildren, Drew, Carrie, Alex, Carson, Colin,
and Abigail Shipley and Christopher and Elizabeth Ziga.

GARY M. DAVIS, Alpha Phi ’60 (Southeast Missouri State University) joined Chapter Eternal on October 21, 2001.
He was 59.

G

Brother Davis graduated from Southeast Missouri State with a degree in mathematics and history. After graduation,
he attended Naval Officer Candidate School in Newport, R.I. and was commissioned as an officer in the Navy.
Following his naval career, Gary became a national sales manager and vice president of sales and marketing in the
Heat Transfer Industry.
In recent years, he began his own consulting company, Gary M. Davis & Associates, providing services such as the
hiring of sales representatives for business corporations.
Surviving are his wife, Pat; three sons, Scott, Todd and Sean; his mother, Mary; a brother, Richard; and a sister, Donna
Cummings.
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Chapter Eternal
JEFF SCHWAN, Gamma Chi ’97 (Michigan Technological University) [pictured
left] was a member of the Beta Xi pledge class. We first met Jeff, an Electrical
Engineering major, as pledges of the Beta Pi class. He was mysterious but was an
easy Sig and our relationship with Jeff as brothers and great friends immediately
developed.

J

We lived together at 1115 Ruby, which requires a certain attitude. Late nights after
studying, working out, or playing basketball or soccer would end in a small soiree
in Jeff’s room. In his third floor hole, Jeff would enlighten us with his eclectic,
strong musical choice nobody heard of before, seeming always to play just the
right song for the mood.
Jeff projected quiet confidence, was opinionated yet subtle, and seemed to know
when the little things matter and when life is just too short to worry about the
details. He approached every situation with an open and clear mind because he
knew that his attitude would only broaden his opportunities and experiences.

JOHN DALE HOUSE, Omega ’79
(Southwest Missouri State University)
joined Chapter Eternal on January 6,
2002 after a battle with pancreatic
cancer. He was 46.

J

Brother House earned his Bachelor’s
degree from SMS in Business Administration and worked in computer technology for St. John’s and Integrated
Solutions Group.
John is survived by his wife, Lin; a
stepdaughter, Kendra Schneider; and
a granddaughter, Sierra Wheeler, all of
Springfield, Mo.

MICHAEL SCHRODEL, Beta Pi ’93
(Frostburg State University) joined
Chapter Eternal in late August after a
two-year battle with cancer. He was 31.

M

For the brothers of Beta Pi, Mike was
the epitome of a true Sig Tau. He was a
brother who lived life to the fullest and
always had a positive outlook on life.
While in the chapter, Mike was a very
active brother and served as V.P. of
Finance.
Close friend Steve Herndon Beta Pi ’95,
recalls the impact Mike had on the chapter. “He did a remarkable job managing
the books, and was always very active
socially. He was quick to volunteer for
anything, and performed every task
with a smile. He was also an integral
part of the Sig Tau championship
intramural football team.”
Mike’s wife Teresa, was a former White
Rose Queen for Beta Pi Chapter. He is
also survived by a 3 year-old daughter;
18
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To Jeff, his body was a temple. A temple to be worshipped, cared for, and used. Jeff
had a passion for basketball and, with his huge hands and feet, made up for his
shortness of stature. Jeff’s athleticism did not stop there. We showed him the thrill
of snowshoeing, camping, hiking, and stupid physical humor. This new passion
took him to the summit of the third highest peak in the Americas: Mt. Orizaba at
an altitude of 18,500 feet.
Our memories of a friend we loved cannot be surmised in an event, a thought, or
even a novel. Some of the fondest memories are the little things that we did
together that seemed so inconsequential at the time, but live forever in Jeff’s, and
our hearts. Everyone who met Jeff each remembers him for his or her own reason.
Celebrate Jeff’s life; he did.
On September 27, 2001, Jeff Schwan passed away. Jeff loved his family, brothers,
and friends. He treated people right. It seems ironic that he would pass from such
a horrible disease having conducted his life as a good person. And whether this
helps us try to find the answer to why he is now gone or not, he is and we all will
miss him immensely.
Jared LaFave ’98, Scott Herkes ’98, Bill Peers ’97

Carmen. In an effort to help ease the
financial pressure of Mike’s loss, the
Frostburg Sig Taus presented Teresa
with a check for $8,000. In the near
future they also hope to set up a trust
fund for Carmen.
Brother Eric Udler Beta Pi ’90 gave a
eulogy at Mike’s funeral and said “I
speak for everyone who knew Michael.
He was a remarkable person. His bravery, so stark and real, that even those
used to seeing people in dire circumstances were moved by his attitude.”

Toward the end of his struggle with
cancer, Mike frequently commented on
how happy he was that his illness was
the catalyst for reuniting many Sig Tau
brothers who lost touch with time
and miles. Herndon added, “We are
hoping to keep this going each year with
a memorial picnic in honor of Mike, so
we don’t have to rely on tragedy to pull
us back together.”
Mike wrote a very moving letter that
was read at his funeral. In the letter he
shared some advice by which he lived
his life.
“Live every day like it is your last. Keep
a positive outlook and enjoy the little
things that make you happy. It is
amazing how much you can change
someone else’s life in a positive way just
by keeping a positive attitude.”
Mike, your positive attitude has had a
positive effect on many people. You will
be missed.

$

Foundation Message

Charitable Contributions

$

ig Taus have always had a responsibility to give help to
others. Whether it’s lending a helping hand to a Brother
or neighbor, or contributing to a worthy cause, we have
a long tradition of “doing good.”

There are many ways to multiply the value of the help we
are able to give. At the chapter level, our philanthropy is aided
by the fact that we are a cohesive group. At the National
level this group commitment continues. Our Books for
Kids program is a good example. Each year our chapters
and alumni associations team up to contribute many
THOUSANDS of books for children. Clearly, no one
member or chapter could accomplish this great feat alone.
Perhaps an overlooked partner in “doing good” is our own
government. Current tax laws are fairly friendly toward helping us to help others. These laws let us leverage our ability
to contribute by permitting us to take deductions against
income, and sometimes to avoid income altogether, when
determining our income taxes.
(One caution is that a contribution to a local college chapter
is not deductible for income tax purposes. Only contributions
to organizations exempt under Section 170 of the Internal
Revenue Code are deductible as charitable contributions.
These generally include those qualified as Section 501(c)(3)
entities. Sigma Tau Gamma Foundation, Inc. is a Section
501(c)(3) entity to which contributions are deductible even if specially designated to ultimately benefit a specific
college chapter.)
There are identifiable stages in charitable giving:

At the first stage we make a contribution of service. This gift
of our time and energy, to our chapter, the national fraternity, or another charitable organization involves little or no
cash expense. This phase of giving is most common to
collegiate members and new alumni because they generally
have more time than money to give. Individuals at lower
income levels have lower income tax rates. Therefore, the tax
impact of charitable giving is not usually an important
factor. Contrary to some beliefs the donation of one’s time
is not deductible, but out-of-pocket costs incurred are deductible within certain limitations.
The next stage of giving tends to be through unplanned cash
donations. Tax savings tend to be of minimal motivation,
though comments of “I can write it off” become more
common. Generally contributions are deductible only if you
are able to itemize deductions on your tax return (some states
do allow deductions even if you can’t itemize on your
Federal return).
The third stage is planned giving and it requires more tax
savvy. It’s not a matter of how much to give, but how to give
so that it will give both the Brother and the charity the biggest benefit. The tax savvy Brother will consider giving more
at one tax rate – to the extent it can be deducted at that rate.

For example, a Brother may consider giving more when he is
having “a good year” and he is in the 38.6% tax bracket than
he might want to give in a more “normal” year, when he is
at the 27% tax rate. For every hundred dollars donated, the
charity receives just as much, but the net cost to the Brother
is about $11.60 less.
Another consideration is to eliminating income altogether while still getting the same tax deduction. This occurs when
a Brother contributes appreciated assets to a charity. For
example, assume a combined federal and state income tax
rate of 45% and a combined capital gains tax rate of 25%. You
decide to sell some stock for $2,500, which you purchased
for $500, and give the net proceeds to a charity. You will
recognize a capital gain of $2,000 ($2,500 - $500) and will have
to pay capital gains taxes of $500 ($2,000 x .25). Therefore,
you will have net proceeds of $2,000 to give to the charity.
The charitable contribution will reduce your other income
taxes by $900 ($2,000 x .45). The net tax savings for the contribution was $400. In effect, it cost the Brother $2,100 to make
the $2,000 contribution.

Assume instead, that you gave the stock directly to the charity. The contribution of the stock is not considered taxable to
you as a sale. The charity is tax exempt and will not be taxed
when it eventually sells the stock; therefore, it receives the
full $2,500 benefit of your contribution. You will be able to
deduct the full $2,500, which will reduce your other income
taxes by $1,125 ($2,500 x .45). In this case, it cost the Brother a
net $1,375 to make a $2,500 contribution. As you can see, not
only did the charity gain $500, but it cost the Brother $725
less to make the contribution.
(Note that you should never contribute capital loss assets
directly to a charity because your ability to utilize the loss
will be lost. Instead, you should sell the asset and contribute
the proceeds to the charity. By doing this, you will get the
same charitable deduction, but will also be able to write off
the loss.)
There are even more beneficial ways to make charitable contributions, especially as your tax burden increases (especially
if an estate tax applies - which could impose an additional
tax at your death of upwards of 50%). Included in these are
charitable lead or remainder trusts, which allow a contribution to be made while retaining a great portion of the benefit
of the asset contributed. If properly structured and using an
insurance trust, it’s even possible to give away assets and
have your own family’s assets increase by more than the value
of the property donated. Space does not allow me to detail
these ideas further, though perhaps I may in the future.
Fraternally,
Paul S. Motin, Beta Xi ’83, WCMF, J.D., LL.M., C.P.A.
Disclaimers: Note that the information in this article is not intended to be, nor
should it be considered as legal advice to you. No attorney - client relationship
exists. Every taxpayer’s situation is different. Seek your own competent tax advice
before using the information set forth.

WINTER

’02

SAGA

19

