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FHONG KONG RUGBY REMEMBERS

Message from HKRFU President — T. Brian Stevenson

The tragedy that occurred in Bali on the
night of 12th October impacted the Hong
Kong rugby family as nothing has before
and hopefully ever will again. On that fate-
ful night the senseless act of terrorism
ended so many innocent young lives full of
promise for the future and maimed and
injured so many others.

As a sporting body it ended for us an age
of innocence and grimly brought home the
reality that terrorism knows no boundaries.

The brunt of the disas-
ter was borne by our
friends and colleagues in
the Hong Kong Football
Club and the Referees’
Society. On behalf of all
its players, clubs and offi-
cials, the Hong Kong
Rugby Football Union
extends its sincerest con-
dolences to the players
and supporters who were
lost, their family and
friends, and our thoughts
and prayers to those injured for a speedy
and full recovery.

Also our admiration and gratitude goes to
the survivors of the blast in Bali, our col-
leagues in the Union and the Referees’ Society,

A minute of silence before the rugby goes on

and the leadership, management and many
members of the Hong Kong Football Club all
of whom reacted magnificently and worked
tirelessly in the most trying of circumstances
to bring news, help and comfort to the many
family and friends of those missing and
injured in the aftermath of the tragedy.
Rugby is a world-wide fraternity and
expressions of sympathy and support have
been received from all corners of the rugby
world. These have been greatly appreciated.

For Hong Kong the game will go on,
strengthened by adversity, and played in the
memory of those whose zest for the game
and its camaraderie so personified the spirit
of rugby.

Photo: Martin Chan/South China Morning Post

With thanks to the following for their assistance and support in collating this section:
T. Brian Stevenson and John Molloy, HKRFU; Niall Donnelly, Glenn Schloss, Martin Chan, Grace Lui and the

South China Morning Post; Mike Kerr and Owen Conbeer from the Hong Kong Football Club; Peter Chworowsky;,

President Taipei International Rugby Club — The Baboons; Dean Herewini, International Sports Club of Indonesia;
www.singaporecricketclub.com; and www.gwladrugby.com.
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Message from HKRFU
Chairman - John Molloy

The Hong Kong rugby communi-
ty was devastated in October by
the terrible events in Bali.

We are a small yet strong
rugby community and there can
be few of us who have not played
with or against one of the Hong
Kong Football Club players who
has been lost, or been refereed by
one of the referees now thankful-
ly recovering from the injuries
they received.

It is this closeness, and the
very nature of our game and the
people that play it that has

Message from HKRFU
Executive Director — Allan Payne

As our minds clear from the dark-
ness of the days following the Bali
tragedy, we begin to try and bring
order of our thoughts of the terri-
ble event and its consequences.

Our condolences and
thoughts go to those who are no
longer with us and their families
and friends. We also wish those
who were injured a speedy
recovery and look forward to
seeing them again on the rugby
fields of Hong Kong.

But as we go through the
process of coming to terms with
the losses and injuries, other feel-
ings shine through the mist and
perhaps one of the greatest of these

Memorial services are continuing to be held in various parts of the
world for those that were so tragically lost in Bali on 12th October.
Details of these can be found on www.hkfc.com.hk/home.asp.You will

also find details of the Memorial Service to be held on Thursday, 28th
November at the Hong Kong Football Club on the same link.
A Black Tie Dinner is being organised for 7th December 2002. Full

united us in our sense of loss.

But through the tragedy and
adversity the spirit of our game
has shone through. From the
players and volunteers manning
the Football Club crisis commu-
nications centre twenty fours
hours a day, to the Valley
Griffins, Pot Bellied Pigs, refer-
ees and remaining Football Club
players who were magnificent on
the ground in Bali, to the thou-
sands of people who telephoned,
or sent faxes and emails offering
help in whatever form was
needed, and to the wonderful
floral tributes lining the tunnel
at the Football Club. All of

feelings is that of pride. Pride in
knowing our lost friends for the
fine people that they were; pride in
those who returned from Bali — the
injured and the helpers; pride in
the Hong Kong support groups;
and a great pride in the Hong
Kong rugby community who have
worked together as a team in so
many caring and thoughtful ways
to help support all the various Bali
efforts, led from the crisis centre at
the Football Club.

From the time that the first
words of the tragedy trickled
into Hong Kong in those early
hours of that dreadful Sunday
morning from countless mobile
phones in Bali and through the
ensuing long hours and days,
many individuals and groups

these selfless acts of support
have been heart-warming and
have given us all the strength to
go on.

In Hong Kong rugby’s darkest
hour | have never been so proud
to be part of Hong Kong rugby.

I am sure | speak for our
entire rugby community when |
send our wishes for a speedy
recovery to our injured referees,
and our sincere condolences to
the relatives, friends and team-
mates of those we have lost — we
will honour their memories by
playing the game that brought us
all together and which binds
us all.

have so impressed with their
selfless efforts. I'll avoid naming
the various individuals whose
actions and deeds will always be
etched in our memories with
pride, for fear of naming one
and missing out ten but we
know there are some very special
people in our rugby community.

The pages of this month’s
Rugby Talk will look back at
some other recent news items and
look forward to future Hong
Kong rugby events. | ask that you
join in these with much spirit plus
make a special effort to go along
to the Football Club memorial ser-
vice at 6 p.m. Thursday 28th
November, for “A CELEBRA-
TION OF LIFE” to remember the
lives of those who were lost.

details of how you can obtain a table will be available shortly and will
be posted on the HKRFU website.

The HKRFU and the HKFC are deeply grateful for all the offers of
assistance and messages of condolences that have been received.

For more details please contact :

www.hkfc.come.hk/home.asp

NOVEMBER 2002
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FHONG KONG RUGBY REMEMBERS

A tribute to friends

No man can be happy without a friend, nor be sure of his friend till he is unhappy

We all lost friends in the recent
incident in Bali, but | hope we
have all found comfort and new
friendship in the overwhelming
response from the international rugby
community. The tributes and the limit-
less offers of help and support have
come to define the unique bond of
rugby players and supporters world-
wide. Those that were lost were very
much a part of this international
family and will be missed greatly.

The HKFC Vandals - Stevie Speirs,
Clive Walton, Tom Holmes, Dan Miller, Ed
Waller and Jake Young, a formidable force
on the pitch in any sun drenched 10’s tour-
nament. With the support of Polly Miller,
Tina Brandes and Annika Linden, and pre-
vious Vandal stars Peter Record and Char-
lie Van Rennen, any shortfall in play would
soon be forgotten once the Bintangs started
flowing, the silly hats and silly shirts
appeared and the party began.

And it is this passion for life that has to
be remembered and celebrated. Polly sur-
vived and is recovering in Australia and we
wish her a speedy and full recovery. For
those that were lost we celebrate your life,

PAGE 4

—Thomas Fuller

your friendship, your spirit and love for the
game. And we will never forget you.

Hong Kong rugby will certainly be less
colourful for their passing. Clive Walton,
newly appointed club captain at the HKFC,
was one of the most charismatic people |
have ever met. Whether in the Sportsman’s
Bar holding ‘court’ or as was the case on
this occasion, wearing a striped knitted
beanie and swimming goggles to the
bemusement of the fellow passengers
on the flight to Bali, he was the life
and soul of the party. With the
rest of the boys wearing Viking
helmets it was only when the
captain, over the PA, wished
the rugby players good luck in
the 10’s tournament that the
cabin crew’s faces broke into know-
ing grins and the red wine was uncorked to
accompany breakfast. Stevie chatting in his
own version of the English language, with
all around him on the benefits and uses of a
Viking helmet and Tom had hours with
which to reacquaint himself with all the
other rugby players on board, probably
arranging how he could play for their teams
as well. Whether they believed his claim to
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be the third fastest back in HK rugby we
will never know. Polly and Dan had horns
locked for the entire flight. Not metaphori-
cally, but literally, as those helmets were
fairly restrictive when two Vikings were
seated next to each other. Jake already
sporting a black eye from the previous week
on the pitch, quietly being huge and proba-
bly wondering what he had let him-
self in for with all this rugby stuff
E‘ which, I am sure, was a long
) way from his familiar All-
“ American College Football
scene. Why do | have to wear a
& Viking hat again? And Ed, who
ﬂ" had persuaded me to bring my
gum shield and boots and promise
to join them on Sunday for the finals, trying
to re-negotiate our deal for a full weekend
appearance with the promise of a free hat,

shirt and a beer or two.

This is how | will remember my
friends. Laughing, joking, having fun, on
another rugby tour, enjoying life to the full.

I’d also like to thank all those involved
at the HKFC crisis centre who were simply
outstanding and all those from the rugby
community and beyond who helped and
supported those affected throughout this
tragic event. To the friends and families of
all those lost, | also extend my heartfelt
sympathy.

In an ongoing effort to help, the HKFC
in conjunction with the HKRFU have set
up the Hong Kong Rugby Bali Fund, which
will continue to support those affected by
the tragic events in Bali. | hope you will all
support this cause.

Finally a fitting last word taken from a
letter written by one of the families to the
Select team...

“...and you were his friends and he will
be watching from wherever he is and
cheering you harder than he ever cheered
you before. Play up and play the game™

Yours in rugby,
Mike Kerr

RUGBY TALK
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The Bali bombing is estimated to have cost the lives of over 30 rugby players and supporters attending the Bali
10s. Through many memorable encounters both in Hong Kong and abroad, these clubs, like the HKFC Vandals,
have formed their own storied traditions and carved out an enduring piece of Asian rugby history.

s a commemoration of these players, the following partial

list of names of the deceased or missing players and sup-
porters has been compiled through the assistance and support of
the clubs themselves.

RUGBY TALK also acknowledges the loss of many others in
Bali, particularly Australians: from rugby clubs at the Bali 10s to the
Australian Rules Football and Rugby League teams celebrating end-
of-season success on the island. We also pause to remember the
people of Bali and Indonesia. Although the victims are tragically too
numerous to mention, our thoughts go to all of the families of the
lost in this time of sorrow.

Taipei International Rugby Club — The Baboons
The Baboons regret to announce that the following friends in
rugby were lost during the Bombing in Bali:
Eve Kuo Hui-min (Taiwan): A loyal Baboons supporter and girl-
friend of one of the players.
Daniel Braden (England): The team wit who could see the humour
in any situation.
Godfrey Fitz (South Africa): The smoothest of the smooth, stead-
fast friend and calm in any storm.
James Hardman (Australia): A true free spirit.
Craig Harty (South Africa): Embraced the team as his family and
helped the club with enthusiasm.
All five loved life and were loved. The gap in our hearts is too large
to ever fill.
With thanks to: Peter Chworowsky, President
Taipei International Rugby Club — “The Baboons”

Singapore Cricket Club

The Singapore Cricket Club Rugby Section flew down a 17-man
touring side to the Bali 10's. The majority of our players were
enjoying themselves that evening in Paddy's Bar. Six members of
the touring party have been confirmed amongst the deceased,
and two more are listed as missing. The remaining nine are all
back in Singapore. Below is a tribute to all those that have been
lost. We will remember them.

Tim Arnold: A man who enjoyed the camaraderie that came with
the game and is remembered always as a decent and gracious
teammate on and off the field.

Neil Bowler: Arrived in Hong Kong in 1997 where he was quick-
ly snapped up by the Typhoons Rugby Club whom he played for
until 2001 when he relocated to Singapore.

Chris Bradford: A skilled player who was elevated to first team
captain for SCC in only his first year with the club, an almost
unheard of achievement.

Chris Kays: Played his way into the first side where his strength
with the ball in hand and attacking style helped steer the team into
a dominant position in the league this season.

Dave Ken: Perhaps the hardest player to ever walk onto a Singapore
rugby pitch, Dave played every season but one since 1977. On a
number of occasions he was known to continue playing despite suf-

NOVEMBER 2002

Referees Update
Four referees from Hong Kong
were also injured in Bali.
Barrie King (pictured) is in the
UK for a period of time while
referee David Fielder has
returned to work in Hong
Kong. lan Hampton and Nick
Axiotes were hospitalised in
the Burns Unit at the Prince of
Wales Hospital but are now
recovering at home.

RUGBY TALK and the
HKRFU wish them a quick
and full recovery.

fering serious injuries inflicted while on the paddock. In this regard
Dave was always an inspiration for his fellow teammates.

Chris Redman: Suffered a season-ending injury when he ruptured
his Achilles tendon in the opening game of the season and was
resigned to supporting the club from the bench. Despite his injury,
he remained very active taking a leading role in organising many
of the section’s social activities.

Two members of the SCC team, Peter Record and Charlie Van
Rennen, had travelled with the team but as ex-members and stal-
warts of the Hong Kong Football Club Vandals side, in true rugby
fashion, also played for the Vandals team in Bali.

Peter Record: Instrumental in the founding of the HKFC Vandals
touring side, Peter was the Vandals Captain from 1999 to 2001. He
introduced many new members to the club and made significant
contributions to SCC both on and off the field. His vibrant person-
ality made him an essential ingredient for any rugby gathering.
Charlie “Digger” Van Rennen: A close friend of Peter Record’s
from their days in Hong Kong, Charlie joined the SCC in 2002. A
true rugby nomad, Digger represented the tradition of itinerant
rugby players worldwide, becoming an honoured member of clubs
near and far, including the SCC.
Information compiled from the SCC website at:
www.singaporecricketclub.com

International Sports Club of Indonesia

The popular ISCI Rugby Football Club lost five players from its ISCI
Komodos side including Australians Robert Thwaites, Scott Lysaght
and Nathan Swain, as well as New Zealander Jamie Wellington and
Canadian Mervin Popadynec.

RUGBY TALK sincerely apologises for any players left off our list
of commemoration, if you should know any rugby player or sup-
porter lost or missing in the Bali bombing, and want to include
them on our list, please contact the editor at (852) 2534 5039 or
on fax (852) 2511 5472.
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Hong Kong rugby battles on in remembrance

ike many of the region’s sporting
Lassociations, the HKRFU and

Hong Kong’s rugby community
decided in the wake of the tragedy in
Bali, that the best way to honour their
fallen comrades was to continue play-
ing the game that they loved.

On Wednesday October 16, the deci-
sion to proceed with a previously sched-
uled match between a Hong Kong Select
side and a touring team from the Royal
Australian Navy was taken with near
unanimous consent.

Allan Payne, Executive Director of the
HKRFU commented on the match saying
“The important thing today was that the
game had been especially arranged in
advance and that both teams still wanted
to play. Also a lot of supporters wanted to
come down. They weren’t quite sure what
they would do but they wanted to get
together in a show of respect for those
who weren’t with us. It was a good night,
and now we can share a few beers with
our guests.”

“Knowing the guys they
would have wanted us
to play, so I think it
was the appropriate
thing to do”

A strong gathering of the local rugby
community turned out to support the teams
and referees and join in a minute’s silence
which was held before the commencement
of the game, passing on the heartfelt
thoughts and wishes of all in Hong Kong to
those affected by the tragedy.

With the nation of Australia suffering
their own keenly felt loss, the game was a
true occasion for demonstrating the heal-
ing power of rugby, and in its own way a
strong tribute to the need to circle the
ranks and shoulder on in the face of such
senseless destruction.

The game itself was a close-fought
affair, scoreless after the first half, with
Hong Kong having the lion’s share of
opportunities in what was a highly-charged
encounter. Leading from the front through-
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Hong Kong Select attacks the Navy 22

out the emotion-charged match was Cap-
tain and new Hong Kong Football Club
player Paul Dingley (see article on page 16)
who seemed to be everywhere at once on
the pitch, helping steel the side.

Fellow Football Club and Hong Kong
player Chris Gordon shrugged off injury to
shine on coming into the match in the
second half. Speaking afterwards, Gordon
commented on the difficulties of playing as
a long-time Football Club veteran, “It was
a bit harder than | thought, but I think it
was good to try and get things back to
normal. Knowing the guys they would
have wanted us to play, so I think it was the
appropriate thing to do.”

As usual, his veteran leadership and inci-
sive runs helped inspire the experimental
back line of the Select side. Using the match
to test several new hopefuls for the repre-
sentative team, Hong Kong Head Coach
Chris Roden substituted freely during the
second half. Despite the influx of players,
the team bore down well defensively as the
Royal Australian Navy conducted a series of
ground manoeuvres within Hong Kong’s 22
metre-line.

“We approached the players before the
match to see how they felt about playing,
and most of them wanted to go ahead.
Some of course were a bit reluctant and
didn’t know if it would be good or not, but
the Football Club guys were amongst the
best out there and Crispy, who was a bit
hesitant, was a star.”

As far as the match itself, Roden said he
was “happy with the first half, but not so
happy with the second,” adding that the
Select side ““showed character, so overall, it
was not too bad.”

On a practical level, the match was an
important selection tool for Hong Kong in
preparation for this month’s Asian Rugby
Football Tournament, while the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy, compiled from players based in
Perth, Melbourne, Sidney and Cairns have
only been playing together for a few weeks,
and used the experience to gel the side for
their continuing tour of China, where they
will play China Agricultural University and
the People’s Liberation Army. RT

RUGBY TALK



HKRFU NEWS

In the Clubhouse

WORLD SEVENS SERIES CHANGES ITS STRIPES

Due to the Memorial Service being held at
the Hong Kong Footbhall Club on
Thursday, 28th November, the next gath-
ering of the Rugby Union Club members
will be on Tuesday, 26th November 2002
in The Caledonia in Central.

Highlights of the current November
Rugby Internationals taking place in the
UK will be shown so make sure you have
the date in your diary. RT

SUPPORTERS OF RUGBY

The HKRFU extends its gratitude to all
sponsors who offer their generous
support to rugby in Hong Kong.

2003 Credit Suisse First Boston
Hong Kong Sevens
Credit Suisse First Boston
Canterbury
Heineken HK Ltd.

National Team
UBS Warburg

National Teams’ Kit
Canterbury

HKRFU Official Rugby Ball
& Rugby Boot
James Gilbert

Local League Competition and
Grand Championship
Heineken HK Ltd.

Touch and Tag Rugby
Maples and Calder Asia

2003 New Year’s Day
Youth Rugby Tournament

JP Morgan

Rugby — A Game For All
Standard Bank Asia Ltd.

Tertiary Outstanding
Contribution Awards

Olympus Capital

www.hkrugby.com
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Series itself, the logo reflects the vitality
and unique atmosphere of sevens rugby around
the world.

The IRB has also announced that the scheduling of its
Cardiff leg has been changed. The Cardiff Sevens, which
were due to kick off over June 14 and 15, 2003, will now
precede the London Sevens. Cardiff will now host the
penultimate tournament of the IRB Sevens, from May 31
to June 1, 2003.

The IRB Sevens begins another annual carnival with its
first event on December 6 and 7, 2002 in Dubai. RT

he IRB has launched its new logo for the
‘%@

World Sevens Series. Like the World Sevens
HONG KONG

Upcoming Mini Festivals:

DATE: VENUE:
ABN & FK January 26, 2003 Community Sports Centre, Aberdeen
HKU/Sandy Bay February 16, 2003 (TBC) TBA
Tai Po Dragons February 23, 2003 Kings Park

HKFC March 3, 2003

Support welcome for 18th ARFT - Bangkok

HKFC / Happy Valley

his November, the HKSAR XV will travel to Bangkok, Thailand for the

Asian Rugby Football Tournament. Hong Kong will play Japan on Sunday

17 November and Korea on the following Wednesday, 20 November before
meeting Chinese Taipei on Saturday 23 November at the Army Stadium.

If you happen to be in Bangkok please go along and give the team your support. RT

The Hong Kong Rugby Football Union presents the
2002-2003 Asian Rugby Football Union
Under 19 Tournarment in Hong rong

January 4 — 12 2003
For rore inforrmation visit: www.nkrughby.com

RUGBY TALK
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LEAGUE STANDINGS - 2002/2003 SEASON

1st Division — League Championship

UPCOMING FIXTURES

As of November 12,2002

TEAM P W L D F A Bonus TL Match Venue
Asahi Valley 5 5 0 0 137 51 2 22
DHL Club 5 3 2 0 115 95 3 15 23rdNov
Kowloon 5 2 3 0 119 107 3 11 1stDv_ No Games
DeA Tigers 6 2 4 0 125 133 3 11 . . .
Synovate Aberdeen 5 2 3 0 98 102 2 10 2nd Div  Valley !(nlghts v DHL Clgb Scorpions HV
PLA Sports Institute 5 2 3 0 74 126 2 10 DeA Tigers v Kowloon Lions KP
China Agri' Uni' 5 2 3 0 69 123 1 9 Hitachi D S CWB v DHL Club Dragons SKP
ond Division — League Championshi 3rd Div. Police v DHL Club Sequins HKFC
TEAM gP W E 5 b E A 5 L DHL Club Select v Synovate Aberdeen I HKFC
onus Valley Mustangs v Kowloon Pussies HV
DHL Club Dragons 6 5 1 0 208 73 5 25 Miseck Bye
DHL Club Scorpions 6 5 1 0 145 110 2 23
\AqilethggShtéWB g g i (1) 122 lgé g ﬁ 4th Div. Gai Wu v Valley Griffins HV
itachi .
el e 6 1 4 1 70 141 0 6 Kowloon Beaver v CWB. Pirates SKP
DeA Tigers Il 6 1 5 0 87 213 2 5 DHL Club Bulls v DeA tigers IV HKFC
University RFC v City 7 SKM
3rd Division — League Championship Police Panthers v Typhoons PBS
TEAM PW L D F A Bonus  TL  s5thpiv  Nomads Il v Taipo Dragons THT
DHL Club Select 5 5 0 0 115 47 3 21 CWB Marines v DeA TigersV SKP
Valley Mustangs 5 3 2 0 134 29 4 18 :
Police 5 3 2 0 104 70 2 16 Gal WU A Bye
DHL Club Sequins 5 3 1 1 72 49 3 15 Women's To Be Confirmed
Synovate Aberdeenll 4 1 2 1 10 57 0 6
Kowloon Pussies 5 1 4 0 32 100 0 4
Nomads 5 0 5 0 22 135 0 0 27th Nov
1st Div  Synovate Aberdeen v CAU SKP
4th Division — League Championship
TEAM P W L D F A Bonus  TL
GaiWwu ] 6 6 0 0 215 48 5 29 s .NOV )
Valley Griffins 6 6 0 0 201 39 4 28  1stDiv  Asahivalley v CAU HV
Police Panthers 6 4 2 0 149 114 4 20 PLA v DeATigers Guangzhou
DHL Club Bulls 6 4 2 0 72 115 0 16 DHL Club v Kowloon HKEC
University RFC 5 2 3 0 91 63 3 11 Svnovate Aberdeen Bve
City Seven 6 2 4 0 8 100 2 10 y Y
(lgc\)/\\//v?ozlr:aézzvers g i ‘51 8 ?g 132 % g 2nd Div  Valley Knights v DHL Club Dragons HvV
DeA Tigers IV 5 1 4 0 70 153 1 5 Kowlogn Lions v .DHL. Club Scorpions SKP
Typhoons 6 1 5 0 63 134 0 4 DeA Tigers Il v Hitachi D S CWB KP
. i ) 3rd Div  Police v Nomads PBS
5th Division — League Championship DHL Club Select v DHL Club Sequins ~ HKFC
TEAM pPw 1L D F A Bonus TL Valley Mustangs v Synovate Aberdeen I SKP
DeATigersV 5 3 2 0 103 52 2 14
Nomads I 4 2 2 0 66 61 1 10 4th Div  Police Panthers v DeA Tigers IV PBS
83'\/ \IISVLK/Iﬁr'nes i S 2 g 7% 121 (1J g Gai Wu ] v Kowloon Beavers HV
: Valley Griffins v City 7 SKP
Women's 15-a-side Competition University RFC v CWB Pirates Sandy Bay
P DHL Club Bulls v Typhoons HKFC
TEAM P W L D F A Bonus  TL
DHL Club Ice 5 5 0 0 78 0 1 21 5th Div. GaiWu A v DeA TigersV THT
CWB/Gai Wu 5 3 1 1 72 31 1 15 CWB Marines v Nomads Il THT
Aberdeen/Nomads 5 0 5 0 0 101 1 1
. Women's To Be Confirmed
Standings as of November 12, 2002
NOVEMBER 2002 PAGE 9



2002 ASIAN GAMES

Lessons learnt bode well for 2006

ong Kong’s Asian Games | -
H Sevens squad has returned

from the competition in *
Busan, Korea with mixed results but a
clear idea of what needs to be done in
the future.

Of the squad’s 0 — 3 finish, Coach Jim
Walker said “We were up against it in the
tournament’s strongest group with China,
Chinese Taipei and Japan and were a bit
unsettled going in, but despite this, the
boys played well.”” Also participating in the
eight-nation Sevens competition were
Korea, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
Walker, who is completing a two-year
tenure as the Coach for Hong Kong ‘A’ and
the Asian Games squad, said “we played
three games and | would say we played
well in half of them and not so well in the
other half. Most disappointing for us was
to lose against China, the game we had ini-
tially targeted for victory.”

First up for Hong Kong in Busan was a tough opener against
Chinese Taipei. Considering Chinese Taipei fields a side of World
Sevens Series veterans, and Hong Kong’s Asian Games squad is
made up primarily of Division Il players, the boys in blue played
well. Despite an unconvincing score line, Hong Kong lost 29 - 0,
the coach was proud of the squad’s performance early on, “We put

Ricky Cheuk counters versus Japan
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Hong Kong pressuring Chinese Taipei

up a great defence in the first half,” he said, “but we ran out of
tackles in the second half. Overall it was a decent performance,
and the score line makes it look easier than it really was.” Adding
injury to insult, promising Hong Kong player Lee Cheuk Yin
broke his hand in the first half, sidelining him for the rest of the
tournament and compounding the team’s growing injury woes.

The day’s second match was the one
identified as a must-win for the team
before leaving Hong Kong, the game
against China. Things seemed to be going
according to plan early on, as Hong Kong
Sevens star Ricky Cheuk raced ahead for
a brace of tries supported by some excel-
lent forays by Chan Wai Ping. Unfortu-
nately the lead didn’t hold as China first
equalized and then surpassed Hong Kong
on their way to a 28 - 14 victory. “The
result was a disappointment for us all,”
said Walker, “we looked at China as a
possible victory but we couldn’t hold on
to the lead. It left the players a bit gutted.
Defensive lapses let China back into the
match at a time when one more try for
Hong Kong would have sealed a win and
helped us advance.”

Despite the disappointment, Hong
Kong still had work to do in playing Japan,
one of the perennial favourites in Asian
rugby. Although the team played strongly
and with great confidence, Coach Walker

RUGBY TALK



still felt the margin of victory against the Japanese, who won 45 —
10, was wider than it should have been at that stage of the team’s
preparation.

Against a well-drilled Japanese side, Walker noted the physical
play of Dan Bailey, which was a constant throughout the tourna-
ment, “Dan played well for such a young lad, and even though he
was one of the youngest players in the side, he had a real physical
presence in some very tough encounters.” Despite Japan scoring

“Even though we didn’t win, these

players now have a better idea of

how to prepare for a tournament

like this, and the level of prepara-
tion it takes for success”

four tries in the first half, Hong Kong never let-up, playing with
great confidence and rallying together for the final match of a six-
month programme. Playing together like they knew they could,
Hong Kong rallied to score two tries in the second half, narrow-
ing the gap through another tally from Ricky Cheuk and one from
captain Jung Ho Jung.

“Confidence was not a problem, but perhaps leadership was,”
said Walker, “Not that we didn’t have good leaders, but because
the team went into the Asian Games in a bit of an unsettled posi-
tion. In fact, it would have been better for us if the Asian Games
had been played at the end of August instead of end September.”

The Asian Games squad had been training and preparing for
this moment since April. In hindsight it might have been too much.
“It was designed to be an intensive period of weights, skills and
speed training, on a par with what other teams such as Thailand
and China were doing. But in retrospect, it might have been a lit-
tle bit ambitious for Hong Kong™, said Walker.

In the last build-up tournament before the Asian Games, the
Sri Lanka Sevens in mid-September, the team hit their form going
2 - 3 versus tough competition like Portugal, and narrowly missed
out on the Plate competition after a 24 — 21 loss versus Malaysia.
Undeterred, the team went on to beat Singapore and trounce India
in the Bowl Final 50 — 0. Unfortunately, the team also suffered
some key injuries in Sri Lanka, particularly to Asian Games cap-
tain Jung Ho Jung.

“l wanted to select Jung Ho Jung in the run-up to the Games,
but with his injury it was not possible to select him because he
wasn’t in form.” Ricky Cheuk’s absence from Hong Kong in the
build-up to the Asian Games also didn’t help the team or the play-
er, “Ricky was sensational offensively (the team’s leading try-scor-
er at the Asian Games with three), but defensively he was a bit
rusty as he had been out of the set-up for some time.”

Both Walker and Asian Games Manager Rob Perren selected
half-back Chan Wai Ping as one of the standout players through-
out the tournament, particularly for his strong breaks which was
something Coach Walker was trying to institute to break down
the opposition at the base of the scrum. Other notable players
for the management team included Lee Cheuk Yin, Jung Ho Jung
and Dan Bailey.
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Supporters bask in the sun in Busan

Although Hong Kong didn’t advance in the tournament,
Coach Walker saw one notable advantage, “Even though we did-
n’t win, these players now have a better idea of how to prepare for
a tournament like this, and the level of preparation it takes for suc-
cess. Over the years, the ‘A’ programme has been very successful
in developing this group of players. They are a good bunch of guys
who get on together well and the experience will help them pre-
pare for future Asian Games.”

With this knowledge and a couple of years to prepare and fur-
ther season our local players, Hong Kong will be looking to make
a statement in Doha in 2006. RT

Korea Kings of Asian Rugby

orea completed their second successive double at the 2002

Asian Games, winning gold in both the fifteen and seven-a-
side competitions. In sevens, Korea edged Chinese Taipei 33 - 21
to take top honours, while a surprising Thai side edged Japan
into fourth place with the narrowest of victories at 17 — 14. The
Thais jumped into an early lead scoring all of their points in the
first half, and then dug in to hold off the Japanese who scored
both of their tries in the second half.

There were fewer surprises in the four-Union fifteens compe-
tition with Korea beating Japan in the final by 45 — 34, while
Taipei finished in the medals with a convincing 56 — 18 victory
over Sri Lanka.

The 2002 Asian Games in Busan marked the second consec-
utive Games to feature rugby as a competition sport. If the
trend continues at the 2006 Games in Doha, Qatar, rugby will
become a permanent Asian Games sport. The participation of
China for the first time in the Asian Games is an important step
for the game’s possible inclusion in the 2008 Olympics. RT
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YOUTH RUGBY

Academy underway

ith the first class of the new HKRFU Rugby
WAcademy selected, rugby school is officially in

session. The Academy members will partici-
pate in a variety of activities (both educational and sport-
ing) in the upcoming months including English classes,
fitness, skills, speed training sessions, outdoor and com-
munity activities.

The strength, circuit and skills training sessions as well as the
English-language tuition will be carried out on a weekly basis from
now through to the end of the year, interspersed with community
programmes like visiting the elderly and social activities like
Rugby Academy BBQs and Outward Bound camps. The activities
take place at a variety of venues including the Hong Kong Sports
Institute, the Indian Recreation Club (IRC) and Sports House. The
first semester of the intensive programme will wind up with an
evaluation session on December 7 and a final three-day long train-
ing camp with Outward Bound from 21 to 23 December.

The Academy has named several officers for its staff including
a full-time Administrator, Charles Lau, who joins the Union as
Assistant Manager — Support Services and Rugby Academy. Cur-
rent Schools Committee Chairman and Asian Games player Jung
Ho Jung will be responsible on a part-time basis for assisting in the
rugby skills development, along with Hong Kong Head Coach
Chris Roden. Chow, Chor Hau has been brought in to assist with
the programme’s Education & Life Skills sections, while Pauline
Cheung and HKRFU Executive Director Allan Payne will help
oversee the programme which is headed by Director, Develop-
ment, Dan Hackston.

According to Lau, the Academy will differ in many important
ways from the existing HKRFU Charitable Trust Fund. “The
Rugby Academy is a tailor-made programme to develop potential
players to elite levels in rugby, and to prepare them for the chal-
lenge of eventually securing a career and assisting them with Life
Skills, while the Charitable Trust Fund is linked to self-develop-
ment of the chosen youths.” In the ideal situation, the Charitable
Trust Fund kids will in turn continue to mature both personally

Rugby Academy administrators and students with Serevi

and from a rugby standpoint, and may be included in future Acad-
emy classes.

The Academy received a welcome boost in September with the
participation of Waisale Serevi. Serevi was in town as a guest
speaker at the HKRFU'’s Sevens Long Lunch, along with Eric Rush
and former England prop Jeff Probyn. Before entertaining the
audience at the Long Lunch, Serevi took time out for Hong Kong’s
youth rugby players by participating in a special training session
with Academy members at the Indian Recreation Club.

Serevi, perhaps the world’s greatest sevens player, not only
took time to train with the kids, but encouraged them to believe in
themselves as the key to success. He began the session by talking
with the players about how he had chosen rugby as a profession,
then dedicated himself to achieving this goal. He touched on the
importance of self-discipline, encouraging these potential Hong
Kong stars not to be distracted from their goals and emphasized
that nothing is impossible in this world as long as one is ade-
quately prepared for anything that comes along. Characteristical-
ly modest, the sevens legend said he “enjoyed the experience of
talking to the young players, and hoped that my own experience
in life will help encourage them to first dream big things and then
achieve them.”

Liaison Officers needed

Liaison Officers are needed from 3 — 13 January 2003 for the teams

participating in the upcoming ARFU U19 Tournament.

For information, please contact
Mr Charles Lau on 2504 8337 or charles.lau@hkrugby.com

PAGE 12
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The new students responded to Serevi’s message, with Acade-
my member Candy Cheng, Tsz Ting saying she enjoyed the train-
ing session. “I learned that nothing is impossible with hard work
and adequate training and preparation.” Cheng who marveled at
Serevi’s skills said that she hoped to gain valuable rugby experi-
ence from the Academy. “It is very different from club training
which focuses on teamwork. The Academy is intensive and pro-
vides specific training for us to improve as individuals. The Eng-
lish course and volunteer work is also important to our
development as people and not just players.”

The HKRFU has its own dreams of glory for its first Academy
class, with12 of 14 players from the first class inducted having Hong
Kong representative experience. Of the group, only two of the mem-
bers have not yet gained representative honours, but have been
chosen for their strong potential to do so in future. The programme
is designed as a comprehensive three-year structure of involvement,
with the chosen members commenting that they will see the pro-
gramme through to its end to achieve their desired results.

One of the Academy’s elder statesmen is undoubtedly Fan
Shun Kei, a first year student in Leisure Studies at IVE Haking
Wong. Fan has been playing rugby for nearly 12 years, starting at
five with the Tai Hang Tung Mini Rugby Club then going on to
Kai Tak Tigers at 14. To date, he has played for Hong Kong at
U14s, 16s, 19s and 21s and most recently joined the Asian Games
triallists at the Jonah Jones Sevens in Malaysia. Fan, who current-
ly plays for DeA Il, relishes the opportunity the Academy can pro-

vide him to improve his game. “Training with Serevi was a great
and very valuable opportunity for me. As a scrum half, his tips for
me on passing were very helpful and something | can continue to
practice in my own time to become a better player.”

Chan, Yiu Yu, another Rugby Academy freshman illustrates
what can be achieved over a short time. The player only took up
rugby two years ago after playing in a Summer School Tag Rugby
league. From there he continued on to promising local side City
Seven and has played for the Hong Kong Under 21s. Attracted by
the “excitement and speed of rugby” initially, Chan now says he
enjoys the game’s complexity the most. “Rugby requires a lot of
thinking as it is a pretty complicated game.” These complications
should soon clear for Chan as he continues in the elite atmosphere
of the Academy. The goals he has set for himself are wide and far-
ranging from one day continuing his education abroad in the United
States to possible careers as a fireman or teacher. On the pitch, he is
clear about his aims, wanting to play in the Hong Kong First Divi-
sion within a couple of years and represent Hong Kong in front of
thousands of fans at the Sevens.

Many of the Academy members stressed the improved fitness
and enhancement of their individual skills recommended by Serevi
at the training. If this group of bright and dedicated Hong Kong
youth can listen equally well to their instructors at the Rugby
Academy, both in rugby and life skills sections, the Academy’s first
class should go on to make their parents — and their patron, the
HKRFU, proud. RT



DEVELOPMENT

HKRFU refines development structure

ith exciting new initiatives like the King’s
WPark complex and the HKRFU Rugby Acade-

my, the HKRFU Rugby and Development
Department has refined its operating structure to account
for the increased challenges. Pauline Cheung, Rugby &
Development Manager, noted that the new structure is
designed to be “more functional and provide a more
direct working structure to ensure immediate service to
meet the different needs of the members of our local
rughy community.”

Amongst the key benefits of the new organization (which was
created last summer and recently implemented) is that the new
organization is designed to speed up the HKRFU’s response time
while providing a direct contact point for the many various activ-
ities within the development programme.

To further these aims, a new member has been added to the
HKRFU staff, Mr Charles Lau. Lau joins the Union as Assistant
Manager — Support Services and Rugby Academy. “Charles has
vast experience in sports management across a variety of different
sports in Hong Kong,” said Cheung, adding that he also has a
strong “technical background from working with other sports and
sport organizations in Hong Kong.”

In his new position, Lau will be responsible for a number of
activities and areas including providing services to the HKRFU’s
Focus Groups and Associations; coordinating the King’s Park Pro-
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Shuffling the line-up: Rugby Development team is reorganised and ready
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ject and equipment control; assisting coaching activities and pro-
viding technical support.

As always, the main goal of the development programme over
the next year is to provide youngsters with the opportunity to play
and enjoy rugby in a clear pathway from mini to senior clubs.
According to Cheung, this goal can now be more easily achieved
through the new structure, which “provides clearly defined con-
tact points and accountability at all levels of rugby within the
Union; through this, better communications and service levels will
be achieved.”

“This year we are expecting a
record in the total number of
Charitable Trust entries received”

Amongst the most obvious changes to the structure are new
roles assigned to many within the Union including Head Coach
Chris Roden who adds the Rugby Academy to his brief. HKRFU
Development Officers Ocean Chow, Doris Chow and Lam Kwong
Shun have also taken on increased roles. Ocean will be responsi-
ble for the U16 & U14 Representative Teams, while Doris takes
over responsibilities for youth Women'’s Rugby, and Lam will serve
Mini Rugby and the U12. Current Development Officer Andrew
Chambers has been handed additional responsibility with the
inclusion of the U19 Representa-
tive Team now within his purview
under the new structure.

In other development news, this
year has seen a strong response to
the annual application period for
the HKRFU’s Charitable Trust
Fund Scholarship Programme.
HKRFU Assistant Manager for
Support Services and Rugby Acade-
my, Charles Lau, noted that “With
each Charitable Trust Fund recipi-
ent needing to re-apply to the pro-
gramme each year, the number of
applications is always strong, but
this year we are expecting a record
in the total number of entries
received.” With the application
period still ongoing and applica-
tions filing in from clubs all over
Hong Kong, the final numbers can-
not be confirmed as of yet, but the
- interest in the programme, and by
- extension, in local rugby continues

to grow year on year.
The Charitable Trust was first
founded in 1992 and has been a
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New blood: HKRFU Assistant Manager — Support Services and
Rugby Academy, Charles Lau

vital entry-point to the game for local rugby talent ever since. In
return for the support to their educational needs and expenses, the
Charitable Trust scholars assist the Union in a variety of ways
throughout the year, from serving as ball boys at local league or
test matches to providing a helping hand at other rugby initiatives
aimed at the local populace.

“The new structure provides clearly
defined contact points and account-
ability at all levels of local rugby”

The Trust is funded in part through the annual HKRFU Sevens
Long Lunch auction and raffle. This year’s Long Lunch featured
one of the most surprising and entertaining line-ups in years, with
Eric Rush serving as guest MC along with Australian television
commentator Dave Fordham, and sevens legend Waisale Serevi
and ex-England prop Jeff Probyn as guest speakers for the day.

The auction and raffle at the Long Lunch helped generate
over HK$300,000 dollars for the Charitable Trust, funds which
will be disbursed to another generation of promising local
schoolchildren, helping continue Hong Kong’s rugby tradition
for another fifty years. RT



PLAYER PROFILE

Dingley tackles new direction

most capped representative players, No. 8 Paul Din-

gley. A recent baby, a new company, a budding jour-
nalistic career and most of all a new club have seen the player
taking many changes in his considerable stride of late.

Dingley or ‘PD’ or ‘Dingles’ as he is variously known, has been
a constant in local rugby since his arrival from South Africa in
1996. In those heady days of relaxed international eligibility, Paul
was able to arrive and make his international mark in the same
season, playing his first international
test in the 1996 Pacific Rim Champi-
onship series where he came on in back-
row relief for his own brother Jon, who
had arrived in Hong Kong in 1993.

Dingley has been a Hong Kong
rugby mainstay and a constant member
of the forward pack. The wide ranging
back-rower figures he is close to 100
Sevens games alone.

A constant feature of Dingley’s play
has been his ability to bring the ball
upfield, sometimes without much sup-
port. This forward-looking attitude has
seen him embark upon a new career path
by creating Legend Events, a name he
swears was “made up by my wife
Louise” with fellow South African and
Hong Kong representative Warren Warn-
er. First meeting in South Africa a decade
ago, Warner and Dingley are good friends
who complement each other well both on
the pitch and in the boardroom.

Leveraging on the two players’
professional experience with the Asian
PGA Tour, Legend Events has started
out with a natural focus on managing corporate golf events.
Business has been strong so far, with the company already suc-
cessfully arranging five corporate golf days, with four more
scheduled before the end of the year. As it so often is on the
pitch, the cooperation between Dingley and Warner is proving
successful off the field as well, with Dingley explaining the com-
plementary skills of the two players. “Warren and | are equal
partners in Legend Events and we both handle marketing for the
company, but | am quite amazed at Warren’s skills with people
on event day.”

The two are currently running the operation from Dingley’s
home in Happy Valley, with an eye towards testing the market and
successfully growing the business before deciding on making any
further major investment.

Adding to the excitement the year has already brought is the
birth of Paul and Louise’s first child a girl they have named
Natasha. Dingley’s infatuation with his baby daughter and

T hese are certainly heady days for one of Hong Kong’s
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involvement with his business have found a happy median in his
working from home, “Don’t tell my clients, but if | ever need a
break from my work, | can go in the other room and play with
my baby daughter which is fantastic and a real release from the
pressures of the work day.”

Other new chapters in his life include his current affiliation
as a rugby commentator in the South China Morning Post,
where his Rugby Talk column provides a “more in-depth view
into the matches and the players from an insider’s perspective,”
something which has found reso-
nance with local readers. “Com-
ments so far have been quite
positive,” confirmed Dingley, who
also inadvertently indicated a will-
ingness to contribute to future issues
of RUGBY TALK.

For local ruggers however, Ding-
ley’s biggest news came with his
decision to switch from Valley to
Football Club in the close season.
The movement of a notable and
long-standing player with one of
Hong Kong’s leading sides to anoth-
er historic club news sparked yet
another outcry about player move-
ment in Hong Kong.

Dingley, who refused to be drawn
on the player movement debate, said
that the Football Club’s “subventions
are an important incentive as are the
Club’s potential business contacts,
but I don’t believe that the HKFC
went out to blatantly recruit other
players. | don’t think that player

. movement is a big problem in the
league, as clubs like Valley and Kowloon have all been able to
bring in talent from overseas, which | believe will lead to a better
competition than last year.”

Dingley’s favourite international moment came in the second
annual Pacific Rim Championship in 1997 in a 56 — 9 win ver-
sus the USA. “In that year, the Hong Kong team was both skilled
and close-knit off the field,” remembers Dingley, who scored
twice in that match along with his brother Jon, making the day
both a fond memory and a family affair.

With a pensive look in his eyes for a player closer to the end
than the beginning of his international career, Dingley com-
mented, “Hong Kong has been very good to me: the rugby, the
tours and the teammates. When | am done | would like to be in
a position to give something back to local rugby.” For the play-
er who has led from the front through the recent years of wan-
ing player availability, many would say his debt to local rugby
is repaid in full. RT
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he 2002 — 2003 HKSAR XV season kicked off on

the October holiday weekend at the Outbound

Camp in Sai Kung. The weekend was a great expe-
rience in terms of team building with all the potential
squad members really enjoying themselves. The players
had to learn to work together to overcome various chal-
lenges including orienteering, rope climbing and various
water activities. It was a tribute to the team that they over-
came every challenge that was laid down, usually in near
record times.

Besides team building the weekend also allowed the team to
develop its leadership skills and to integrate new and upcoming
players. One of the leaders who came through was HKFC’s
Lusiano Afeaki, quickly establishing himself as a unifying force.
DeA’s Paul Chiu Kin Pong and Causeway Bay’s George Di Koon
were two of the up-and-coming players who did a lot to earn the
respect and trust of the other members of the squad.

A key positive was that players put
their trust in each other in often
dangerous and physically
challenging circumstances

A key positive to come from the weekend was that players put
their trust in each other and depended on their teammates in often
dangerous and physically challenging circumstances. For example,
one of the challenges required groups of four players to climb to
the top of a forty-foot pole, squeeze together onto a 3x3 platform
and then jump off simultaneously and make contact with four
balls suspended high above the ground. It was then up to the other
players waiting on the ground to catch the jumpers with the safe-
ty ropes and to lower them to the ground safely. Each of the chal-
lenges reinforced the premise that much more can be accomplished
when players work as a team with a clear game plan as opposed
to working individually. The challenges also mimicked rugby in
the sense that players of all different sizes and shapes had a role to
play in overcoming the weekend’s tests.

One of the more humorous moments occurred when the team
was asked to jump off a 25-foot high pier into the ocean. Almost
as soon as the instructor had finished giving extensive instructions
on proper safety techniques which included jumping feet first,
HKFC’s Rory Dickson stepped to the edge pier and proceeded to
perform a near perfect (knowing Rory he would say perfect) 360°
dive sans splash. The whole squad was howling. What a shock to
the instructor!

The most time consuming and intensive challenges started on
late Sunday and ended on Monday morning. The first part
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required players to paddle in kayaks for almost two miles to an
uninhabited island. Once the players arrived on the island they
had to surrender their kayaks to the instructor who took them
back to the mainland. (Even before surrendering their kayaks,
however, the first thing they had to do after arriving on the
island was clear the rotting fish from the beach — DeA's Dave
Atkinson was particularly proud of his leadership role in this
impromptu challenge). The players were told that if they wanted
to leave the island they would need to build rafts from some
scant supplies such as bamboo poles, ropes and plastic barrels
(and anything else they could find on the island). This exercise
brought out the Boy Scout in Valley’s Peter Spizzirri and soon the
team was on its way to building a sturdy raft that would carry
almost 20 players ashore in record time at the crack of dawn on
Monday morning.

Before Monday morning, however, came Sunday evening.
The team decided that there was no need to build any shelter and
that it would be a good idea to ““sleep under the stars” on the
beach. There may have been some regrets the next morning
after Sunday evening turned out to be very cold without any
sleeping bags and most of the players still in wet cloth-
ing after the sea kayaking. In the middle of the night,
large waves from a passing Marine Police boat almost
swept DeA’s Robert “Junior” Naylor out to sea. “Too
bad the waves weren’t just a little bit larger” many
were heard to say the next morning.

The squad’s achieve-
ments on Sunday and !-IJ'
Monday were even

-
more impressive in !' -
view of the fact that :
their hearts and some-
times minds were clearly elsewhere *
after news of the terrible tragedy in
Bali began to filter in.

Undoubtedly, the lessons
learned and friendships developed
over the weekend will help the
squad achieve its goals in its
upcoming matches
against Singapore, Tai-
wan, Korea and Japan
and prepare it for its
biggest challenge of
all...taking care of its

manager. RT
By HKSAR XV j

player James Wood !




YOUTH RUGBY

School ruggers face league test

chools rugby in Hong Kong has
S kicked off its 2002/03 season

with a four-month season for
U19s and U16s or ‘A’ and ‘B’ grades.
The season, which runs from Septem-
ber to December and features teams
from six schools, provides a welcome
warm-up for Hong Kong based
schoolboys in the run up to the New
Year’s Day Youth Rugby Tournament
and the exciting possibility of repre-
senting Hong Kong at the biennial
Asian Rugby Football Union U19
Tournament, which will be held for the
first time since 1996 in Hong Kong
this January.

From now until mid-December, Tues-
day and Thursday afternoons will see the
league, which features primarily English
Schools Foundation schools along with
Hong Kong Island School and a combined
French and Chinese International School
side, play afternoon matches at Happy Val-
ley and Tai Hang Tung.

Hong Kong Asian Games representa-
tive Jung Ho Jung is the new Chairman of
the Schools Committee, which operates as
a subsection of the HKRFU’s Youth Com-
mittee, along with the similar age group,
but club-based, Colts league. Jung, a for-
mer Schools player who has come up
through the ranks of Hong Kong rugby,
seems the perfect choice to take the helm.
The Physical Education instructor at West
Island School played in the HKSAR XV in
the first Tri-angular tournament back in
1999 against Singapore and Taiwan, and
was also a member of this year’s Asian
Games squad in Busan, an experience he
fondly remembers as his swan song for rep-
resentative rugby.

“l am getting older now, and after the
experience of the Asian Games, | really
want to give something back to the Hong
Kong rugby community and to the HKRFU
which has supported us so well.” To the
HKRFU, there could be no better recom-
pense than Jung’s current battle to keep
future generations involved and in love
with rugby in Hong Kong.

As Chairman, Jung is assisted by other
local teachers and members of the rugby
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community including well-known Hong
Kong reps Charles Riding (King George V)
and Rodney Mclntosh (French Internation-
al School), as well as HKFC coach Andrew
Tranent from West Island School, Peter
Hardman from Hong Kong International
School and Andrew Service from Shatin
College. Together, this dedicated team of
educators and sportsmen help maintain
this excellent opportunity for Hong Kong’s
youth ruggers.

Although Schools Rugby is also offered
at the primary stage, it has yet to be devel-
oped to its full potential, something which

Jung hopes to do in the future. “At the

moment, the entire Primary Schools League
consists of a day-long competition, we
hope to extend this but are focusing on the
Secondary level initially,” said Jung.

With the league in full swing, and a
series of highly competitive domestic and
international opportunities awaiting the
players at the end of the year, Jung’s atten-
tion has to be focused. The Schools
League’s competition will be decided by a
playoff of the top four teams (based on
points accumulated) in the ‘A’ grade, and
by points alone in the ‘B’ Grade.

To date, West Island School is running
rampant in the ‘A’ league with an unde-
feated record after six matches while King
George V is a close second at 4 — 1 with a
game in hand. Hong Kong International
School is at 4 — 2, while South Island
School is hanging tight at three wins and
three losses. Shatin stands at two wins and
three losses. French International School
have had difficulty in fielding a side but are
valiantly putting forth their ‘B’ grade side
for the competition, providing valuable
experience for its future ‘A’ graders. While
the scores are recorded, the points are not
counted towards semi-final tallies.

The ‘A’ League semi-finals will be
played on Tuesday, November 19 with the
finals the following Tuesday, the 26th at
Happy Valley at 4:30.

As always, the Schools league will pro-
vide a welcome warm-up for youth players
in advance of the traditional New Year’s
Day Youth Rugby Tournament, but this
year’s competition provides an important
opportunity for the U19 to effectively pre-
pare for the ARFU U19 Tournament, which
will be held from January 4 — 12, 2003, (see
more on the ARFU U19 Tournament in the
next issue of RUGBY TALK).

With the top four winners from the
U19 Tournament going through to the U19
Rugby World Cup in France in 2003, Hong
Kong’s schoolboys have everything to play
for over the coming months, which should
ensure some ultra-competitive rugby. RT

Updates and the latest results from
Schools Rugby will appear in future issues
of RUGBY TALK, and next month, we
get up close with Colts Rugby.

RUGBY TALK
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DeATigers roaring already

ccording to former Chairman
Aand veteran player Leighton

Duley, “No matter what
DeA’s results are this year, the season
was a success before we even start-
ed.” The iconic, if not laconic, rugger
was referring to the official associa-
tion forged this season between DeA
and Kai Tak Tigers.

The two prominent local clubs have
now formed a single comprehensive entity
capable of fielding sides at all ages and
skill levels of Hong Kong rugby from mini

fortunate to have a core which provides con-
tinuity. We have a core at DeA too, but we
always see some change in key positions.”

DeA RFC began 14 years ago as part of
a Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme activ-
ity. Over the years, the team has grown
from strength to strength, and is today
made up of both local and expatriate play-
ers. The “proud mongrels” of Hong Kong
rugby, the club’s membership is multina-
tional including Chinese, English, Aussies
and Kiwis, Samoans, Canadians, Scots,
French and Slavic players.

“It IS an excellent oppoertunity. toh Idge the gap

that exists between mini and colts le

h - _' _.u
to senior grades. “It is an excellent oppor-
tunity to bridge the gap that exists
between mini and colts level and senior
rugby, and is something that | believe, as
Director of Clubs, needs to happen more
around the landscape of Hong Kong
rugby,” added Duley.

The new strength has seen the Tigers
start roaring after an inspirational 25 — 11
victory over defending Grand Champions
Aberdeen, which levels their record at two
wins and two losses. “Not ideal,” admitted
Duley, who expects the marks to improve at
both the first and second division level. “You
always have a slow start whenever you have
a new team. Other clubs in Hong Kong are
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This international balance has brought
the club, and its players, strong rewards.
Amongst the 12-man Hong Kong Sevens
squad, three of the players were DeA mem-
bers, while the club’s national representation
increases in competitions with strict eligibil-
ity requirements like the Asian Games,
which involve many of DeAs locally-born
players from the first and second sides.

Surprisingly enough the club’s second
side is not faring so well after the new
move. Last year, DeA Il completed the first
round of the league undefeated, but this
year, the team is languishing in the depths
of the Second Division, which according to
Duley, reflects nothing more than the

“increasing standards in the seconds.”
With the distraction of the Asian Games
over, DeA’s players will have the opportu-
nity to fully concentrate on their club
duties as the season progresses.

DeA is also fielding sides in the Fourth
and Fifth Division this year with the Fifth
Division side undefeated and boasting a
record of 103 points scored after three
matches.

For DeA, who have been at the fore of
local rugby development, producing a good
number of Hong Kong’s Chinese representa-
tive players, the new feeder system is ideal.

Kai Tak Tigers RFC was formed in 1981
by a group of enthusiastic parents who
wanted nothing more than to see their chil-
dren enjoy the game of rugby and interact-
ing with other children of the same age from
around Hong Kong. Mr Terence O’Connor,
Chairman for Kai Tak Tigers welcomed the
move saying “This is an exciting new devel-
opment for two of the biggest and most pro-
gressive rugby clubs in Hong Kong. Both
have a proven commitment to encouraging
all in Hong Kong to participate.”

With Chan Fuk Ping only one of the
talented players to have risen through the
ranks of the Kai Tak Tigers and into the
DeA first XV before representing Hong
Kong, the advantages for both clubs are
evident and plentiful.

In particular, Kai Tak’s mini and colts
players can benefit from the input of DeA’s
senior players and coaches, and the young
players will now have a senior club to
migrate to, while DeA enjoys a continuing
stream of young Hong Kong rugby talent
to fuel future challenges to the league title.
The comprehensive organization is round-
ed out by the very active DeA Womens
sides, who can boast of their own Hong
Kong representative players as well.

The new club has also received a warm
welcome from the HKRFU, who have pro-
vided them with practice facilities and a
home pitch at King’s Park in Kowloon. With
increasing eligibility requirements for inter-
national competition, and a shrinking expa-
triate population, the move looks a good
solution for problems facing both the Union
and the local clubs in the years to come. RT
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