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T he Sun

Size:  T he Sun is wider  than 100 E ar ths.

T emper atur e:  ~27,000,000 F  in the
center , ~10,000 F  at the sur face. So
that's R E A L L Y  hot anywher e on the
Sun!

T he Sun is made up of gas.

 

T he Sun is a star  at the center  of our  solar  system. I t gives off
light and heat. T he Sun is bigger  than any of the planets. T he
Sun looks yellow fr om E ar th.

Never  look dir ectly at the Sun, because it will hur t your  eyes!  
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



M er cur y

Size:  A bout 1/3 as wide as the E ar th

Number  of moons:  0

T emper atur e:  -279 F  to 800 F . So
R E A L L Y  cold or  R E A L L Y  hot
depending on if you'r e in the shade or
not!

M er cur y is a ball of r ock.

 

M er cur y is the planet closest to the Sun. I ts gr ey sur face is
cover ed with cr ater s. I t would not be ver y nice to live on
M er cur y, because it is either  R E A L L Y  hot or  R E A L L Y  cold.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved.



V enus

Size:  A lmost as big as the E ar th

Number  of moons:  0

T emper atur e:  ~890 F . V enus is V E R Y
hot!

V enus is mainly made of r ock.

 

V enus is the second planet fr om the Sun. I t has thick yellow
clouds made of acid. T he sur face has lots of volcanoes,
mountains, and big cr acks on the sur face.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



E ar th

 

Size:  7,926 miles

Number  of moons:  1

T emper atur e:  -130 F  to 136 F . T hese
temper atur es can feel cold or  hot, but
mainly the temper atur e is gr eat for  life
her e on E ar th!

T he E ar th is mainly made of r ock.

E ar th is the thir d planet fr om the Sun. I t has water  on the
sur face and air  we can br eathe. F r om space, E ar th looks like a
blue ball with land that is br own and gr een and clouds that ar e
white.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



M ar s

Size:  A bout half as big as E ar th

Number  of moons:  2

T emper atur e:  -266 F  to -62 F . So M ar s
is a pr etty cold place!

M ar s is mainly made of r ock.

 

M ar s is the four th planet fr om the Sun. M ar s is cover ed with
r ed r ocks. T her e ar e huge volcanoes and lots of cr ater s on the
sur face. So far , scientists haven't found any life on M ar s. 
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved.



A ster oids

L ocation:  M ost ar e in the aster oid belt
between M ar s and J upiter

Size:  F r om about 1/2 mile to hundr eds
of miles acr oss

A ster oids ar e made of r ock and metal.

 

A ster oids ar e lar ge r ocks that or bit the Sun. T he dr awing
above is of the aster oid G aspr a. G aspr a is br own and gr ey.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



J upiter

 

Size:  About 11 E ar ths acr oss

Number  of moons:  17

T emper atur e:  -278 F . So J upiter  is
R E A L L Y  cold!

J upiter  is mainly made of liquid and
gas, with a small r ocky cor e.

J upiter  is the fifth planet fr om the Sun. I t is the biggest planet
in the solar  system. J upiter  is or ange, r ed, yellow, br own, and
white. J upiter  also has a G r eat R ed Spot. Y ou can dr aw the r ed
spot on the pictur e.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved.



Satur n

 

Size:  B igger  than 9 E ar ths acr oss

Number  of moons:  28

T emper atur e:  -292 F . So Satur n is
R E A L L Y  cold!

Satur n is mainly made of gas and
liquid, with a small r ocky cor e.

Satur n is the 6th planet fr om the Sun. I t is a giant planet.
Satur n has beautiful r ings. Satur n is gold, br own, and white.
I ts r ings ar e gold, br own, white, r ed, yellow and gr een.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



Ur anus

Size:  Ur anus is about 4 E ar ths acr oss

Number  of moons:  21

T emper atur e:  -346 F . Ur anus is
SUPE R  cold!

Ur anus is a ball of gas with a r ocky
cor e.

 

Ur anus is the 7th planet fr om the Sun. T he clouds that cir cle
the planet ar e gr eenish-blue. Ur anus also has 11 thin r ings (not
shown her e) that sur r ound the planet.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved.



Neptune

 

Size:  A bout 4 E ar ths acr oss

Number  of moons:  8

T emper atur e:  -353 F . So Neptune is
SUPE R  cold!

Neptune is a ball of gas with a metal
cor e.

Neptune is usually the 8th planet fr om the Sun. F or  a few year s
Pluto was actually closer  to the Sun than Neptune. T he planet
is sur r ounded by blue clouds and dar k r ings.
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 



Pluto

Size:  A  lot smaller  than the E ar th

Number  of moons:  1

T emper atur e:  ~-365 F . Pluto is
A L W A Y S cold.

Pluto is a ball of fr ozen gas.

 

Pluto is the smallest planet in the solar  system. I t is usually the
far thest planet fr om the Sun. F r om 1979 thr ough 1999, the
or bit of Pluto came within the or bit of Neptune, so that
Neptune was the far thest planet. 
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved.



C omets

 

L ocation:  At the outer  edge of the solar
system

Number :  millions of them

F amous C omet:  H alley's comet r etur ns
to E ar th ever y 76 year s.

C omets ar e huge dir ty snowballs that ar e found in the far thest
par ts of the solar  system. C omets ar e made of ice, dust, and
small chunks of r ock. Some comets come into the inner  solar
system ever y few hundr ed year s and tr avel ar ound the Sun. 
T he source of this material is W indows to the Universe, at http:  //www.windows.ucar.edu/ at the University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch (UC A R ).
©1995-1999, 2000 T he R egents of the University of M ichigan;  ©2000-01 University C orporation for A tmospheric R esearch. A ll R ights R eserved. 


