Kindergarten rocl

Belinda Miller offers the mike
to davghter Georgla, aka DJ
Waah Waah, during a recent

taping of “Greasy Kid Stulf.”
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Southeast Portland is

the new home base for
New Jersey's cult radio show for kids and their parents, “Greasy Kid Stuff"

Hosts Hova Najarian and Belinda
Milier regulariy troll garage sales and
thrift stores for music for thelr radic
show. If they play music specifically
intended for kids, it tends to be stuff
that has a sense of retro cool.

mong discerning rock n’ roll parents —

parents who would much rather ralse

their offspring on ska, punk or quirky

retro-pop than the Wiggles or Raffi —

the names Belinda Miller and Hova

Majarian enjoy a certaln cult status,

On a recent Saturday moming,

Belinda and Hova, as they are known to their

loval listeners, were holed up in their Southeast

Portland home, fueling up on coffee and

Voodoo Doughnuts and shuffling through

stacks of CDs and LPs in preparation for their
two-hour radio show, "Greasy Kid Stuff.”

Rather than play music specifically written for

children, H{'Iind’a and Hova have turned
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“Greasy Kid Stuff” into a national phenomenon
by plaving grown-up music they think kids
would like instead.

What that means for those who happen to
tune in to the show, which is broadcast Satur-
day momings by WFMU, a free-form, indepen-
dent radio station in the New Jersey-New York

area (and which also is streamed live over the

Internet to everyone else), is an eclectic sonic

stew that has at times encompassed Lou Reed,

Blue Oyster Cult, Yo La Tengo, the Moldy

Peachies, L. Cool | and Mel Torme — all se-

lected with linde ears in mind, (No swearing.
Please see “HID STUFF." Page D2

"We wanted to do this service for the parents of America,”
to give them something "“they can share with their kids.”

BELIMNDA MILLER; Gunasy i STUS™ CO-MOST



‘Kid Stuff":

DJ Waah Waah
also gets some
time on the air

Continsed from Page DI
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sweet and silly,)

"We just felt Hie so much of the
stuff that was being offered 1o kids
wais really bad,” Hova says. Conde-
scending, Anesthetizing.

As Belinda puts it, “We wanied
to do this senvice for the parents of
America,” 10 give them something
“thery can share with their kids.” a
fairty radical nodon at a time when
“we seem to be niche marketing
evenvthing,” keeping lids” and pear-
ents’ music separate, creating an
atmosphiere of “us against them.”

1 ik 1o thiink dhat’s whvere we're
stepping in,” she says,

Hawthorne HO

The current headguarters of
Gereasy Kid Sl i a rambling gray

September 91018

house just off Hawthome Boule-
vard, whene Belinds and Hova and
their 2-year-old daughter Georgla,
also known as D] Waah Waah,
moved nine months ago from New
York so that they could be doser 1o

Belinda's family.

Tha ., wha have been
married for 15 vears, broadcast out
of a studio on the home's second
floor, There, shelves of CDs and
several boves of LPs line the walls,
painted portraits of the Modem
Lovers and Ivis provide the decg-
m'l.mdlﬂmd 18508 dining table

equipment, including an
official-looking box that allows
them to hook up remotely with
WIMLU back in MNew Jersey via the
telephone line. A framed copy of a
New York Times article abous
Greasy Kid Stuff hangs over the
turmitables,

On this particular moming,
Hova, who is 42, and Belinda, 39,

two-week vacation and were to be

by a good friend from

WEMU narmed Amancla  Barret
(known on the air as Miss Aman-
da) who had come o visit — as
soon & Barmett emerged from the
shiwer downsialrs. In the nest
room, Df Waah Waah slept
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As Belinda made a few last-
milmute checks to ensure the hook-
up to MNew Jersey was working,
headphones  amound  her - neck,
Hova checked the camprater in the
niexd room for listener requests.

“We have a request for the Black
Lodge Singers” “Flintstones Pow-
Wow Song. ~ hi called out.

"OK." said Belinda, as she orga-
nized a stack of CIDs she had piled
an the dinette,

By T am., they were
stan. Belinda, dressed ina b
WEMU T-shirt, cased the arm of
thiz turmtable onto an 1P, and the
sound of the Village Stompers. a

1]

Disieland band from the 1960,

for the

66 We just felt like so much
of the stuff that was being

HOVA NAJARIAN
*

filled the room. She and Hova had
recently picked up “a whole pile of
old records”™ at a garage sale and
were ecited 1o alr some all thelr
besst fincls on the show that day.
After plaving a few MR S0ngEs.
including “Nasty Dan,” by Tohamy
iCash, Belinda and Hova finally

. ' BEM.LALIN
early morning alring of “Greasy Kid Stuff.”
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came on the alr, in thelr sipnature
fashion. “Hey there, Hoval® cried
cried Hova Then let lsreners
knowr that Greasy Kid Stuff had re-

cently celebrated its 10th birtheday.

Free=-form radio

When Belinda and Hova started
DV'ing “Greasy Kid Swuff® in 1995,
they had no children themsehes.
Ty bl worked as au pairs for a
couple of years, but that was about
the extent of their experience with
kide. “I had no experience with
kids at all,” Hova says.

But both he and Belinds wene
pasaiomate about music — Hova

Greasy Kid Stuff

Whatz A kids radso show broadcast
by Portland residents Belinda Miller
and Howa Najarian, over WrML, a Mew
Jersey-New York-area ree-foom
radio station

Whane 7 to 9 am Satundays

How to listen:z Live Intemeat streams
at www.wimuworg

Listen to past shows and check
out playlists: were wimuong/phs
Also on CO: “Greasy Kid Sl

Sangs From rdeds the Rada,” and
‘Greasy Kid Stoll 2, More Songs From
Inside the Radio.™

had always had a huge record col-
lection, and they had both been
volunteering at WEFML for a few
years, And they had seen how posi-
tively their young charges had re-

lections from  Howa's  collection,
“He was the one with the really
pooed taste,” savs Belinda, “and |
had thi kid-filber.”

When WIFMU asked i dy
would like o Df their own show,
dolng  something  for  kds just
imicle semse, Hova says. There was
nothing lke that on the s@don,
and “it was around the Gme a lot of
the folks raised on punk rock were
starting to have kids boeo,” Hova
Y.

Since then, "Greasy Kid Stuff's™
influence has spread far beyond
the New York area via the Internet.
becoming an  underground  hi
among parents looking for altema-
tve kids' music. It ako has
spanamiied two CDs of collected mu-
sbe from the dhow
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Greasy Kid
" and if so, quirky lo-f cult
lilummhﬁdumﬂhde%

*Just a second, Georgla™ sald Be-
kircka, as she coed up the next CD.

nod the kind of parenting we nor-

"IV, doughnuts and punk rock
Baelinda let e,
Georgia punch the button fio ven Miss Amanda
ﬂ‘.!ﬂ&; g;ﬁ * "Oh no," said Belinda, as she
ing a diaper, it fecls less like youane 270 the punk rock,
listening to & radio show and more .




