
Section:GDN GB  Page:1  Date:20-07-2004  Edition:01  Zone:S  Separation:Black  Output:Mon 19 Jul 21:38:49 2004

55p
Tuesday
July 20 2004
Published in London
and Manchester
guardian.co.uk

In defence 
of the 60s
DavidAaronovitchinG2

Best for
Education

Paul Foot
In his own
words
In G2

Mike Gayle
Race, class
and friendship
In G2

Activists force main contractor to quit animal lab project
Tim Radford Science editor

Contractors behind Oxford
University’s new £18m animal
experiment laboratory last
night pulled out of the project.
The university called it “a
glitch” and ministers, research
scientists and pharmaceutical
companies promised that the
project would go ahead, de-
spite a seeming victory for the
extremists’ wing of the animal
rights movement. 

A terse statement from the
university said: “The Univer-
sity of Oxford and the board of
Montpellier plc have agreed by
mutual consent to conclude,
with immediate effect, the
contract between the univer-
sity and Walter Lilly and Co
Ltd for the construction of the
biomedical research facility in
South Parks Road. The univer-
sity remains firmly committed
to the completion of  this
building.”

Scientists close to the project
said the announcement had
been expected. Construction
started last year, with the hope
that the laboratory would
open next year. 

Scientists use animals —
mostly rats and mice — for re-
search into cancer, leukaemia,
heart disease, stroke, arthritis
and diabetes. No new phar-
maceutical treatment would
be licensed without  safety
tests on animals. 

But work on the laboratory
has been hampered by cam-
paigns directed at university
scientists, subcontractors, sup-
pliers and even investors.
Shares in Montpellier, which
was in overall charge of the
building project, fell by 19%
after publication of a letter —
purporting to be from the
group’s chairman — that urged
shareholders to sell their stock
to avoid reprisals from the an-
imal rights movement.

Campaigners have for years
harassed staff at Huntingdon
Life Sciences, a commercial
centre for animal experiment.
Cambridge University in Jan-
uary dropped plans to build a
primate research centre. The
proposed Oxford centre be-
came the next  battleground.

The science minister, Lord
Sainsbury, told parliamentar-
ians in May: “We have to be
quite clear: this centre has to
go ahead. There can be no

question of it being stopped.”  
Last night, his office rein-

forced the message. “The gov-
ernment is determined that
the activities of animal rights
extremists will not stop the
completion of this important
facility at Oxford University,” a
statement said. 

“The government will give
its fullest support to the alter-
native arrangements which
are being put in place to en-
sure that the project
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Blair: the voters’ verdict
At the end of a tumultuous
political year, the prime
minister reaches his tenth
anniversary as Labour
leader and today faces the
last big debate before the
recess. A special Guardian
poll assesses the mood of
voters at this crucial time
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Polls look tricky for Blair...  but it's worse for the Tories
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On the eve of the 10th
anniversary of Tony Blair’s
leadership of the Labour party
tomorrow, voters have a
largely negative view of the
prime minister but still see
him as competent and exper-
ienced.

Today’s Guardian/ICM poll
to mark the day Mr Blair was
confirmed as John Smith’s
successor uncovers a sense
among voters that the Blair era
will come to a close some time
after next year’s general elec-
tion.

But most of the electorate
does not want him to step
down just yet. The Tories are
nowhere, Michael Howard is
actually slipping back, losing
ground to Charles Kennedy’s
Liberal Democrats.

Before today’s debate on the
Butler inquiry, the July
Guardian/ICM opinion poll
also shows that a clear major-
ity of voters — 55% — believes
that Mr Blair lied over Iraq. 

Opposition to the war has
jumped 13 points in Britain in
the last two months; 56% say
it was unjustified — the high-
est level recorded on the ICM
war tracker.

As Mr Blair squares up to
fight off yet another assault on
his handling of Iraq in the
Commons this afternoon, the
voters see life in Britain as no
fairer than it was and see him
as a leader who has broken his
1997 campaign promise to gov-
ern “in the interests of the
many and not the few”.

Although a clear majority re-
gards Mr Blair as their premier
of choice, they also see him as
arrogant, dishonest and “too
presidential”. 

That is a significant percep-
tion. Mr Blair is not the first
prime minister to be so de-
scribed. Mrs Thatcher and
Harold Wilson were too. But
the age of 24/7 TV news mag-
nifies a leader’s power — and
faults.

Although Tory and Liberal

Democrat voters, egged on by
the anti-Blair media on both
left and right, understandably
want him to go before the next
general election, the centre of
gravity of opinion  among
Labour voters appears to be
that he should stand down
some time after next year’s
general election. 

This is a significantly shorter
timescale than they were pre-
pared to contemplate in May,
when 48% said he should go
on until the general election
after next. Voters are getting
used to the idea of Life After
Blair, but are slow to adapt to
the Brown Era. The chancellor
looks likely to have to be pa-
tient a little longer. Michael
Howard looks like waiting for
ever.

Mr Blair can take some com-
fort in the fact that he still re-
tains strong personal support
among Labour’s core vote:
67% still regard him as “hon-
est” and “trustworthy” and do
not want him to step down be-
fore the next election.

As Mr Blair enters his eighth
year in power, Labour still re-
tains an election-winning five-
point lead over the Tories on
this month’s ICM’s voting in-
tention question. 

Michael Howard has a mi-
nus 8 points approval rating
on this month’s poll. The Con-
servatives had only 30% of the
vote. The alternative parties
who are exciting voters are the
Liberal Democrats, who in the
wake of their byelection tri-
umphs are up three points to
25% this month, and the
Greens and Ukip, who both
take a 3% share of the vote.

Mr Blair may feel that it is
his personal political reputa-
tion rather than that of the
Labour party which has suf-
fered most from the continu-
ing row over the Iraq war. This
month’s poll provides further
fuel for that analysis, as it
shows that Gordon Brown
would more than double
Labour’s lead to 11 points over
the Tories if he were Labour
leader.

The detailed ICM poll find-
ings show that Mr Blair’s per-
sonal rating remains firmly in
the doldrums at minus 22
points. Only 36% of voters are
satisfied with his performance
as prime minister, while 58%
are unhappy. Among Labour
voters 77% give him their ap-
proval, but his overall rating
has now been bouncing along
the bottom of the graph since
the Iraq war.

Despite “four inquiries and
no funeral”, a clear majority of
voters, 55% now believe that
Mr Blair did lie over the war.
Those who believe it was not
justified rose from 43% in May
to 56% this month. Support for

the invasion has fallen over the
same period from 44% to 38%.
Among Labour voters 58% say
they still support the war and
38% are opposed. Those op-
posed are mainly Conservative
and Liberal Democrat voters.

The decline in Mr Blair’s per-
sonal standing is clearly
shown. In 1997 only 21% re-
garded him as arrogant; 65%
felt he was in tune with them;
80% felt he had “lots of per-
sonality”; and 57% felt he was
tough. Now 52% regard him as
arrogant; only 37% believe he
is in tune with them; and 54%
say he is full of personality.

Only a year ago, 49% be-
lieved he was honest — a rat-

ing that has fallen to only 37%
today. The voters are not all
unkind to him. More than 70%
now regard him as “experi-
enced” and more interestingly
57% say that he is “competent”
— up from 52% a year ago.

As for the longer view, the
voters were asked by ICM to
make a judgment about
whether Britain has become a
fairer country in the 10 years
since he became the Labour
party leader. Only 22% of all
voters said they believed
Britain was a “fairer” place,
and surprisingly only 43% of
Labour voters made the same
judgment. More than a third
of all voters, 38%, said they be-

lieved life in Britain has actu-
ally become less fair, including
15% of all Labour voters. The
rest depressingly felt there had
been no change over the last
decade, including 38% of
Labour voters.

Similarly, when voters were
asked whether Mr Blair had
achieved his promise to act “in
the interests of the many, not
the few”, 64% of all voters said
they believed he had failed to
do this. Loyally, 68% of Labour
voters felt he had achieved
that aim, but even among the
government’s supporters, 31%
felt he had failed.

As to the state of the Labour
party itself the popular view —

shared by 66% of voters — is
that it is less in touch with
“people like me” than it was 10
years ago. Only 27% believe it
is more in tune with the coun-
try than when Mr Blair was
elected leader on July 21 1994.
ICM interviewed a random
sample of 1,007 adults aged 18
and over by telephone between
July 16 – 18, 2004. Interviews
were conducted across the
country and the results have
been weighted to the profile of
all adults.
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