
The British Muslim Forum

July 2005

F A T W A

Religious Decree

Issued by

The British Muslim Forum
Eaton Hall

Retford
Nottinghamshire
DN22 0PR (UK)

Tel: 01777 706 441 | 07966 010 506

Fax: 01777 711 538

www.britishmuslimforum.org



F A T W A

RELIGIOUS  DECREE  IN  RESPONSE  TO  THE 
LONDON  BOMBINGS

Issued by the British Muslim Forum with the approval of
over 500 clerics, scholars and Imams throughout the United Kingdom.

July 2005

We wish to express our sincere condolences to the families of all the victims of the London attacks. We
pray for the swift recovery of all those who are recovering from injuries.

There are many questions emerging from the London Bombings. One of the most important questions
is; what does Islam say about it? To answer this question Muslim scholars, clerics and Imams from all over
the UK have been consulted to issue this formal legal opinion (Fatwa) so that Muslims and non-Muslims
can be clear about Islam's stance on such acts.

On behalf of over 500 clerics, scholars and Imams the British Muslim Forum issues the following reli-
gious decree:

Islam strictly, strongly and severely condemns the use of violence and the destruction of innocent lives.
There is neither place nor justification in Islam for extremism, fanaticism or terrorism. Suicide bombings,
which killed and injured innocent people in London, are HARAAM - vehemently prohibited in Islam,
and those who committed these barbaric acts in London are criminals not martyrs. Such acts, as perpe-
trated in London, are crimes against all of humanity and contrary to the teachings of Islam.

The Holy Quran declares:

"Whoever kills a human being… then it is as though he has killed all mankind; and 
whoever saves a human life, it is as though he had saved all mankind." 

(Quran, Surah al-Maidah (5), verse 32)

Islam teaches us to be caring towards all of Allah's (God's) creation, not just mankind. The Prophet of
Islam who was described as: "A Mercy to the worlds" said:

"All creation is the family of Allah and that person is most beloved to 
Allah who is kind and caring towards His family."

Islam's position is clear and unequivocal: Murder of one soul is the murder of the whole of humanity;
he who shows no respect for human life is an enemy of humanity.

We pray for the defeat of extremism and terrorism in the world.

We pray for peace, security and harmony to triumph in multicultural Great Britain.


