ChessBase 9.0

The new database browser

It has taken quite awhileto
finish, mainly be causethe pro-
gram has been completely re-
writ ten to modulariseit and in-
tegrate it seamlessly into our
soft ware range. But now at | ast
ChessBase Version 9.0 is out
and avail ablefor pur chase. For
users of the previous versions
webringalist of all thenew fea
turesandfacil i tiesthenew pro
gram hasto of fer.

Installing ChessBase9isa
simple matter of inserting the il
programdiskintothedriveand &8’
choosing the install option.
However a few things have to
besaid. For onetheprogramis
deliveredonaDVD, notaCD.
This means you will have to have a DVD
driveonyour computerinordertoinstall the
new program. DVD drives have become
stan dard these days, soif you do not have an
older system there should be no prob lems.
Theadvantageof theDVDisthatev ery thing
you need for pro duc tive work with the pro-
gramisinstalledinonesession: theprogram
it self, abig database of 2.6 mil lion games,
openings keys, the players encyclopaedia,
EtC.

When you first start the program you
will, asauser of Chess Base 8, feel im medi-
ately at home. Not much seems to have
changed. Thelay outisvery simi lar towhat
you havebeenwork ing with so far, but there
are a few things you might notice immedk
ately. OneisthePlaychess.combut ton at the
bottom left of the screen. This takes you
straight to the Playchess server for a quick
game, or when you want to fol low alec ture
or some live event. The other is the “Game
History” folderinthenavigationwindowon
the left. Thisisthe place where you can find
any material yourecently looked at.
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Afamiliar friend: Chess Base 9.0 main window

Once you start delving deeper you will
find that al though ev ery thinglooksvery fa
miliar, there are countless enhancements
that makeitsop er ationsim pler and moreef-
ficient. And very much faster. Searching,
sorting, classi fying—oper ationsthat usedto
requireaconsider ableamount of computing
power and time, are no prob lem for the new
pro gram. We will ook at some of the new
functionsinthisar ti cle, al though the space
will only al low usto do so somewhat cur so-
rily. Infutureedi tionsof ChessBaseMag a-
zine we will describe individual functions
and operations in greater detail. You can
alsovisit our web site, www.chess base.com,
where we regularly publish tutorials and
supportarti clesonour software.

The list windows

ChessBase9.0hasacompletely new and
very pow er ful listwindow for mat. Eachlist
isfreely configurable, and the tabs at the top
of thewin dow al low you to switch very eas-
ily betweendif fer entlists. Theinfor mation
con tained in each can be sorted by click ing
on the col umn head erswith themouse.
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permanent.
Dragagamenotati on(from

Apow er ful en hance ment: the new list windows

Oneuseful featureisthe tool-tipsin for-
mation. If you moveyour mouse cur sor onto
any entry (and leaveit there for asec ond or
two) youwill get morespecificinfor mation
on it. For instance mov ing it onto an ECO
code will pro ducethe full name of the open
inginplainlanguage.

Herearesome of thethingsyoucandoin
the ChessBase9.0lists:

Drag aco lumn header to theleft or right
to chan getheor der of thecolumnsinthe
list window.

Y ou can alsoright-click aco lumn header
to confi gurethelist. A menuappearsin
which you can hide or show individual
columns(seepicturebe
low right).

Right-click thegamelist

aboardwindow) intoalistto
savethegamethere.

In summary: you can reorganise lists,
add new columns, remove the ones you
don’t need, sort the lists, automaticaly by
clickingoncol umnheaders, ormanually by
drag ging entriesaround, and then makethe
new sorting per manentif youwish.

Player, Tournament,
Annotators, Source

When you click on one of the tabs la-
belled Players, Tournament, Annotator,
Source, etc. you get an index of that cate
gory.Forinstanceclickingon“Play ers’ pro
ducesanal phabeti cal listof all theplay ersin
thedatabase.
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country, of acer tain age, male

=AFlE ZHED mEE HSEE4H

Zall - Cocam Takte L

B TIRW AT Wi Pl Forh L

ol 1 1 X
B Faree Saiore EPpd | Eree Sagow BP0k DOn = o

T

orfemale, etc. Intour namentsit
isparticularly useful tobeable
to search for any set of char ac-
ters, e.g.tolo cate“ Corus Wijk
aan Zee” by simply searching
for “wijk” or “zee”.

Faster, better, more in for ma tive: the play ers in dex

On the left thereis alist that can be con
fig ured and sorted (like the games list de-
scribed above). Thereis also a search func-
tionatthebottom: typinginafew lettersof a
player’ snamecausestheprogramtojumpto

that player.
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On the right are two win dowswith the
gamesof thehighlighted player and thetour-
namentsinwhichthey wereplayed (double-
click a tournament for a full cross table).
Onceagainall thelist functionslike sorting,
fil tersandtool tipsareavail able.

If you right-click aplayer on the left you
can re strict the dis play to only hiswhite or
black games. You can also call up an ID
card, get statistics and generate a “player
dossier” (afull report derived fromtheref er-
encedatabase ontheplay ersgames, career
highlights, openings repertoire, best and
worst lines, etc.).
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An improvedindexfor mat
withtwo ad di tional filesmakes
these lists much faster. The in-
for mationisdisplayed with out searchesin
thedatabase, aswasthecasein ChessBase6,
7,and 8.

New opening key layout

This displays a list of openings keys,
based on the Informator ECO codes (thereis
alsoasmaller descriptivekey included with
theprogram).

The openings keys in ChessBase 9 are
displayed in the style of the Win dows Ex-
plorer, with “directories” which you can
open and closeto display or hide entire sec-
tions of the keys. When you move your cur-
sor onto akey thegamesaredisplayedinthe
window below, withthecontinuationsfrom
the branch ing point of the key given. Nat u-
rally you can sort thislist like any other, e.g.
accordingtothestrength of theplay ersorthe
continuationsthatwereplayed.

Notethat themovesleadingtotheclassi-
fi cation posi tion are shown at thetop of the
openings key list, together with the ECO
classification code and the traditional de-
scriptivename of theopening.

Automatic Opening Reference

Thisisanew functionwhichal lowsyou
to perform a fast back ground check in the
ref er encedatabase. Withapositionof inter

3
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Chess Base openings key in Ex plorer style

est on the board you can click the “Ref er-
ence” tab at thetop of thenotation.

ChessBase 9 generates an overview of
all movesand all gamesplayedinthecur rent
posi tion (inthegamesof theref er encedata
base). The num ber of games, score, date of
thelat est games, high est Eloandtheplay ers
aredisplayed. At the bot tom are the games,
which once again can be
sorted, e.g. according to
rating, at a click of the
mouse.

Click onamoveinthe
ref erencewindowtoexe
cute on the board. You
can use the mouse or the
cursor keys up/down to
move between adternate
lines, and left/right to
move forward or back-
wardsinvari ations.

You can right-click a
game and use “Copy to
notation” toinsertitasa
reference in the current ==
game.

4

e b 1+ 11 Kad Fm
3 Bl 1 1 ] S | e

O DR e e Qe L gedes LR @W el g

or openings variation you do
not needto searchfor itinamil-
lion-game database, but can
check the ones you loaded on
specific days. Thereisasearch
function at the bottom of the

m:'Hmﬂ'nmqwm'h"'“"w"?;:. window that allows you to
i

search (for a game, player, po-
sition, etc.) in the games you
loaded on a cer tain day, week,
month or year.

The Game History function works by
stor ingthegamesyou havelooked at, day by
day, month by month, year by year —in aspe-
cial folder, at arate of one database per day.
Evenwhileyouareenter ing games, theseare
storedautomati cally inthehistory database
every ten minutes, as automatic version
backup.
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An other pow er ful new tool: the Open ings Reference
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A note for strong players with profes
sional inter ests: you should de lete the con-
tentsof thedi rectory \My doc u ments\Chess
Base\History beforeyoual low other people
touseyour com puter, oth er wisethey will be
ableto seewhat kind of work you have been
doinginrecent weeksand months.

Y ou can also switch off the History func-
tional togetherintheTools—Options—Misc
menu for general security reasons, espe
cially whenyouaredoingsensi tivework.

B c D E F G
ERRIEDOE

Forthecur rent sessionthereareacouple
of History but tonsbe low the board. These
are the green arrows on the left and right
ends of thereplay controlsbelow the board.
Clickingtheleftar rowjumpstotheprevi ous
gameyou loaded or entered, theright ar row
takesyouto the next gameyou werelook ing
at. Thisisvery much likeInternet Browsers,
whereyou have but tonsto takeyou to previ-
ous pagesand returnto the newer ones.

A new Heumas

The Heuristic Move Assistant, which
helps with intelligent suggestions during
move en try and which has been in Chess-
Basefor alongtimenow, wascompletely re-
writ ten for Chess Base 9. It now speeds up
move input even more. If you click on a
square, the most plau si ble moveto or from
thissguareisdisplayed, and ex ecutedif you
releasethemousebut ton.

Heumas now hasafull-fledged chess en
gine and openings book to drive it. It will
also con sult the open ings book whichiis at-
tached to the current board window. We
have measuredtheav er agehit ratefor move
suggestions if you click only the target
squareswhen enter ingagrand master game.
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Heumas gets over 97% of the moves right
withasingleclick.

Threat Animation

The board window also has a built-in
chess engine, which is used to show you
threatsand plansinthecur rent posi tion. Pale
or ange ar rows are used to dis play what one
sideisactually threat ening, andbluear rows
to show the move that would create the
strongestthreat. Thelat terisnot necessarily
the stron gest move, but high lightspossi ble
tacticsthat can beusedinamoreconvoluted
fashion.Herearetwoexamples.

Intheabove positionthe programisdis
play inginor angewhat Whiteisthreat ening
inthecur rent po si tion (itisBlack to move):
Nd5 forks the queen and king, which it is
possi bleto over look sincetheblack e-pawn
is pinned. In our second example the pro-
gram is drawing attention to the fact that
Black couldplay ...Ng4andcreateadouble
threat (...Nxe3 and ...Qxab) towin apiece.
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Fast, photo-realistic 3D graphics in Chess Base 9

Fast real 3D board

ChessBase 9.0 now has an ultra fast
DirectX based 3D board which can sup port
all the Fritz8 3D piece sets. The built-in set
Modern (pic ture above) isasim ple but aes
thetic piece de sign and has been op ti mised
for speed, contrast and thusfor opti mal vi su-
alization during practical chess work. The
initial isation of the3D chessboardtakes|ess
than asec ond on mod ern graphicscards.

The following are the best settings for
3D boards; Settings—3D Ef fects—Shad ows
— Rendered Shadow for fast but realistic
shadow ef fects. Ex peri mentwith Settings—
3D Effects—Ani mation to get smooth move
animation.

Fritz users will know
that you can tilt the board to
any angle and zoom in and
out. To do this you right-
click the board and then tilt
it, Ctrl + right-click to
change the point of view;
and Ctlr + mouse wheel to
zoomin or out.

Scoresheet notation

ChessBase9canhandle
longand short al gebraic, de
scriptive and correspon
dence notation, with piece
names in any language or
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withfigurines. It can also display
the moves of agamein score sheet
for mat, which some peo ple might
prefer.

[ AT

Extended Drag & Drop

At many pointsinthe pro gram
ChessBase 9 alows you to do
things with simple Drag & Drop
op er ationsthat took afair amount
of clicking and typing in earlier
versions. For instance you can
simply dragadatabasefiledi rectly
.~  fromthe Win dows Ex plorer onto
~—— the main ChessBase window to

registeritthere. Youcanalsosim-

ply drag agame, e.g. one you have
just en tered, from the board win dow into a
gameslist or adatabaseicon. No needto go
throughtheWin dowsfileman ager for that.

You can also use Ctrl-C — Ctrl-V copy-
and-paste to move games into lists or da ta-
baseicons.

Chess Media System

ChessBase9containsthefull functionalr
ity of our new Chess Me dia System, which
al lowsyoutoplay WindowsMediafilesin
very high qual ity from within the pro gram.
Thepointisthat theseWMYV filescontainin
structionsthat ChessBasecanex ecuteonthe
board, so that the pieces move in sync with
the speaker inthe video.
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No ta tion just like in a chess tournament
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Therecordingisdonein
Chess Base aswell. One can
filmacommentator or chess
teacher, who moves the
pieces on the board while he
or she is speaking, drawing
arrows  and  colouring
squares. Replaying the re-
cording in ChessBase 9.0
faithfully reproduces what
wentonduringtherecording
session. All this is possible
withplainaudiofilesaswell. = s
pression huge amounts of  Ma&E'WE
data can be stored on asim-
ple CD.

Garry Kasparov has re-
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corded chess lessons in the High-grainvid eos: Garry Kas parov lecturing onthe Queen’s
ChessMediaSystemfor mat Gam bit in the Chess Me dia System

which will be available on

DVDs later this year. These products will
run in Chess Base 9, Fritz 8, with a spe cial
reader or onyour TV setif itisconnectedtoa

DVD player.

Summary of ChessBase 9
improvements

Chess Media System (teaching videos
withsynchroni zed chessboards) integra
ted. Menu File —Open — Chess Media
System.

Load asing lean notated game asan ope-
ning book. Right-click in game list — Se-
lecti ontotree.
Deleteandreplacegamesin PGN Data-
bases. Hit Del.

Fullintegrati onof theDGT sensor board.

New notation “Score Sheet” including
print functions.

Reorderingvariationsduringannotati on.
Ctrl-Arrow-Up/Down in the variation
choi cedi alogtomoveavariation.

Integrated client for ac cessto chess ser-
ver Play chess.com.

Classification of database in opening
keys speeded up.
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Mirror board in position setup on both
axes(tocreate” new” tacti cal puzzles).

ConfigureWindowsClipboard(e.g. Text
or PGN, type of PGN for mat): Menu Op-
tions—Clipboard.

Drag& Drop from and to all lists.
Optional display of finalmaterial in all
gamelists. MenuTools—Classi fi cati on—
Final Material in the database browser
window gener atesthisinformation.

Save Games using Drag & Drop or
Edit/Copy-Pastefromagamenotati onto
adatabaselist.Hit Ctrl-C, thenchangeto
database list (or to database previewin
mainwindow), hit Ctrl-V to save.

Forfeit/winby defaultasaddi tional game
result.

Tool Tipsex plainnotati onsymbols.

Text annotation entry dialog resizable,
last posi ti onandsizeretai ned.

Cleanupvariations.
Spokennotation.
Board sounds.

User-defined keyboard shortcuts for all
menuentries.



Changingof tour nament, sour ce,annota
tor, team for multiple game selections:
Right-clickselecti on— Edit—More.

Reset Elo numbers for multiple games.
Example: Open tournament index, click
on thetour nament, clickinthe gamelist,
hit Ctrl-A, Right-Click — Edit —More —
Reset Elonumbers.
Improvedhandlingof trai ningquestions,
includingnew mul tiplechoi cetrai ning.
Improvedpresentati onof gameoverview
inmul tiplediagrams.

ShowsAr chi ves(CBV-file) indatabase
explorerwindow andfileselector.
Correspondence  notation  (“1.5254
5755") supportedalsoforkey boardente
ring.
Correspondencemanagementinfor mati
onvisi bleingamelists.

Tour namenttemplatewithcorresponden
cechessoptionsliketimecontrol.
Improvedcorrespondencechessmanage
mentinprinting,emai ling, holi day, etc.
Improved match recognition in tour na
ment crosstables.

Supp ortshugedatabasewith over 4 Gby-
tefilesize.

UCI Engineinterface.
Engineparameterscanbesavedasindi vi
dualfiles.

Improvedtablebasedi rectory configura
tion

Multivariation analysis shows which li-
nes have been verifiedat cur rentsearch
depth.

Improved graphics, like transparent ar-
rows on the board.

New size-opti mi zed Gl Fsfor JavaScript

games. Right-click on game selection—
Out put— HTML + Java<ript

Supports Windows ClearType font ma-
nagementingamelistsandnotati on.
Improved cooperation with Outlook for
emai linggames.

Createanew databasewith Right-Click
“New ChessBaseDatabase” inWindows
Explorer.

Allfilety pesregisteredinWindows.

42 Reacts without fuss to removal of a
CD, database windows are closed auto
matically.

Evaluation column in repertoire print
functi on. Menu Print — Repertoire for
heavilyannotatedopeninganalysis

Improved Search

Full text searchingameheaders
Negatedgameheader search (“Not”).

Searchfor num ber of piecesontheboard
(“6-menendgames”).

Searchforwinsof aplay er.

Improved entry on“or” and “not” board
inpositionsearch.

System requirements

Minimum: Win dows 98 (not Win95 or
NT 3), 64 MB RAM, 300 MHz, DVD drive.

Recommended: Win dows X P or better,
256 MB RAM, 1 GHz or better. Modern
graphics adapter for fast 3D display, , Win-
dowsMediaPlayer 9for videolectures.

Prices

Starter Package (with Big Database
2004*): €154.90 incl. VAT, €133.53 with-
out VAT*, US$158.91 with out VAT**.

Mega Package (with Mega Database
2004* , ChessBaseMagazinesub scription),
players encyclopedia with 20,000 photos
and 180,000 play ers, Cor respondencedata
base 2004, Endgame Turbo with five
DVDs: €359.90 incl. VAT, €310.26 with-
out VAT*, US$369.21 with out VAT**.

Upgrade only from CB8/CB7 (send in
your CB7/8registration number) to CB9on
DVD, incl. 2.6 mil liongamesand play ers
encyclopedia€99.90incl.16%VAT.

* Free up grade (with voucher) to Big 2005 or
Mega 2005 ** Only for Customersoutsidethe
EuropeanUnion
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