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REPORT NO. 126
H STORI CAL OFFI CER

CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS

16 Nov 1944
CANADI AN OPERATIONS IN SICILY, JULY - AUGUST 1943
Part I: The Preliminaries of Operation "Husky"
(The Assault on Sicily)
1. This report is the first part of an historical record of the part played

by Canadian Mlitary Forces in the conquest of the Island of Sicily during the

Summer of 1943.

GENERAL | NTRODUCT! ON
2. The operations in Sicily were the |largest in which Canadi an forces had
up to that tine participated during this war. The Canadi an force invol ved
i ncluded an infantry division (1 Cdn Inf Div), an army tank brigade
(1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde, now 1 Cdn Arnd Bde), and considerabl e nunbers of ancillary
troops. The force engaged was thus considerably |arger than that enployed in
the raid on DI EPPE (19 Aug 42), which was the only previous operation of the
Canadi an Arnmy Overseas entailing large-scale contact with the eneny (see

Reports Nos. 100, 101, 108, 109 and 116). Moreover, the DI EPPE raid, while

involving large forces and resulting in very heavy casualties, was a one-day
operation; whereas the assault on Sicily on 10 Jul 42 was the begi nning of a
protracted canpai gn, which entered a new phase with the | anding on the
mai nl and of Italy on 3 Sep 43 and is still in progress.
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3. The Sicilian operations have a further special interest fromthe
Canadi an point of viewin that the decision to participate in themresulted in
the novenent of |arge Canadian forces to a new theatre of war, the

Medi terranean. Until the sumrer of 1943, the only Canadi an Arnmy personne
serving there (apart froma few observers) had been the Tunnellers enpl oyed at
G BRALTAR from 1940 through 1942 (see Reports Nos. 80 and 105) and the few
hundred officers and N.C.0s. attached to the First British Arny during the

canmpaign in TUNI SI A (see Report No. 95). The great mass of the Canadian Arny

Overseas had been concentrated fromthe beginning in Geat Britain, and it had
seened probable that its field of operation would ultimtely be North-West
Europe. The Sicilian enterprise, however, opened up new prospects, and the
Medi t erranean has beconme a mmjor theatre of Canadi an operations, in which at
the tinme of witing a Canadian force of a Corps of two Divisions, conplete
with ancillary troops and the necessary base establishnents, is still in
action. As a result of these devel opnents and the nore recent invasion of
Nort h- West Europe the operations of the Canadian Arny Overseas are now divi ded
bet ween two European theatres - the Central Mediterranean, where the fight has
been long and bitter, and the Low Countries, which have now beconme a foca

point of the Allied attack in the West.

4, The Sicilian operations and the Italian ones which followed, are
obviously a matter of major concern for the Canadian O ficial Hi storian, and
they will accordingly be dealt with at |ength. The general principles will be
the sane as those followed in preparing the record of the DI EPPE operation

(Report No. 100, paras 4-6). An attenpt will be nade to present a genera

outline of the whole canpaign, which was a very |arge operation, involving
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many British and United States Divisions, in addition to the relatively snall
Canadi an conponent; but in the nature of things the Canadi an operations al one
will be dealt with in detail. As in the case of DIEPPE, the aimwll be to
pl ace before the Oficial Hi storian everything he is likely to need in
conpi |l ing an adequate account of those operations, and a special attenpt will

be made to quote liberally fromthe npst inportant witten sources.

5. In preparing this record, the Historical Section, CMH Q, has had a
speci al advantage in the assistance of an officer who was present in the
theatre of war throughout the operations and also participated in the work of
pl anning. Mjor A T. Sesia, fornerly GS.O 3 (Ops), 1 Cdn Div, was appointed
Hi storical Oficer, 1 Cdn Div, during the planning stage. He proceeded with
the Division to Sicily and remained with it until 2 Nov 43, at which tinme it
was al ready north of CAMPOBASSO on the mainland of Italy. Mjor Sesia busied
himself with collecting pertinent docunents and interview ng officers who
could throw light on inportant phases of the operations. As a result of his
activity, a very large collection of docunentary evidence relating to the
operations in Sicily and Italy is now available at CMH Q Further

i nformati on has been supplied by MO 1 (Records), War O fice, who have given
the narrator access to their files. Mjor Sesia hinmself returned to the
United Kingdomto participate in the preparation of the narrative which
follows, and the early part of the Report is mainly his work. Unfortunately,
he returned to the field (as OC. 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec), before he could conplete

it. This has been done by Captain J.B. Conacher

(a) Background of the Sicilian Operations
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6. It is desirable to outline very briefly the general war situation as it
exi sted previous to the assault on Sicily, in order that that operation nay be
seen in proper perspective and in relation to the course of the war at |arge.
The paragraphs that follow should be read in conjunction with paras 7-16 of

Report No. 100, which provided a simlar background commentary for the DI EPPE

operation the year before.

7. In Report No. 100 note was taken of the new aspect which the war assuned

with the Angl o- American landings in French North Africa on 8 Nov 42. These

| andi ngs, follow ng close upon the victory of the British Eighth Arnmy at

EL ALAMEI N whi ch drove the Germans out of Egypt, were the beginning of a
difficult, but conpletely victorious canpai gn, which ended only with the tota
expul sion of the Axis Forces fromAfrica. The First British Army, in
co-operation with strong Anerican forces and French el enents, advanced
eastwards fromits points of |landing and fought a difficult wi nter canpaign in
Tuni sia, which had been occupied by the Germans i medi ately after the Allied
| andi ngs. The Eighth Arnmy in the neantine had made a great march westward
from Egypt driving Field-Murshal Rommel's forces before it; and early in Apri
the Eighth Army joined hands with 2 U S. Corps which had advanced fromthe
west with the First Army (CMH Q File 4/ Gen Apprec/3, "Ceneral Note

April 1943"). By the end of April 1943, the Axis forces in North Africa were
confined to a "box" conprehending a radius of roughly 40 niles from TUN S.
During the first half of May, this |ast eneny refuge was storned and

North Africa was cleared. The capture of TUNIS and BI ZERTA was effected on

7 May and the victorious end of the canpaign was formally announced to the
British House of Conmons by M. Attlee on 13 May (The tinmes, 14 May 43). The
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eneny succeeded in evacuating only 638 nmen nostly by air; 248,000 prisoners
were captured after 5 May including 15 German and seven Italian Generals, in
addition to 43,000 prisoners in the earlier phases of the Tunisian canpaign.
50, 000 of the enemy were killed in the battle of Tunisia which therefore cost

hi m 340, 000 nmen. (The Arnmy at War: Tunisis, prepared for the War O fice by

the Mnistry of Information, 1944.)

8. The North African enterprise has been deci ded on during the Sunmer of

1942, and orders had been issued "at the end of July" (Report No. 100,

para 15). Long before the fall of TUNIS, the |eaders of the United Nations
were planning the next stage of the Mediterranean operations. |Indeed as far
back as 21 Cct 42, before the invasion of North Africa had started,

General Eisenhower at a Chiefs of Staff nmeeting in LONDON di scussed the matter
of exploiting a successful canpaign there by assaults on Sicily and Sardi ni a.
The British Prime Mnister brought the natter up again at a neeting on

15 Nov 42, questioning which assault would be the nore valuable. On politica
grounds he favoured Sicily. On 27 Nov the Joint Planning Staff was instructed
to make an outline plan for the assault on Sicily to be known as Operation
"HUSKY". The invasion of Sardinia (Operation "BRIMSTONE"') was still under

consideration for the end of March 1943. (Sicilian Canpaign - Pl anning and

Qperations, 2 Oct 42 - 17 Aug 43. Report by MO 1 (Records) based on:

C.O'S. (42) 155th Mg (O 21 Cct 42, 182nd Mg 15 Nov 42, 190th Mg

27 Nov 42.)

9. The Joint Planning Staff produced a Report dated 10 Jan 43 which
i ncluded an "appreciation and outline plan", details of which are given bel ow
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(paras 26-30). It is observed that with respect to the question of the date
for the probable assault the Report stated, "we do not consider it possible to
assess the date on which the assault can take place, but we cannot provide al
the trained British forces before the end of July". (Canadian Planning Staff

File 1001, now in the custody of Historical Section, CMH Q)

10. A Conbi ned Chief's of Staff paper (CCS 161/1) dated 21 Jan 43 (copy on
Canadi an Planning Staff file 1001) goes into further detail and suggests that
in the circunstances then foreseen the target date for the assault should be
fixed at 30 Aug 43. There is no reference in this paper to the possible use
of Canadi an troops, although the enpl oynent of at |east one British Division

fromthe United Kingdom was regarded as inevitable.

11. On 14 Jan 43, at a tinme when British and American forces were stil
fighting the battle with the Germans in Tunisia! and the Eighth Arnmy was stil
nore than 100 niles East of TRIPOLI, the President of the United States and
the Prime Mnister of Great Britain nmet in conference near CASABLANCA in
French Morocco. They were acconpani ed by the two countries' Chiefs of Staff,
and many other senior officers were present for at |east part of the
conferences; anobng these were General Dwi ght D. Ei senhower, C. -in-C.

Al lied Forces in North Africa, and General Sir Harold Al exander, his Deputy,

who was directly in charge of the mlitary operations (The Tinmes, 27 Jan 43).

1 Due to weather conditions and stiff German resistance there
was practically no progress on this front until April (Tunisia, op.
cit.).
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12. In ten days' conferences at CASABLANCA the plans for the next phase of
the war were laid. M. Churchill has since described how the decisions were
taken. In a speech in the British House of Commons on 21 Sep 43; he recalled
that the essential decision for the invasion of French North Africa was taken
during his conferences with President Roosevelt in WASHI NGTON i n June, 1942,
and proceeded:

When | next nmet the President in January, 1943, and the

combi ned Angl e- Anerican staffs went into their protracted

conference at CASABLANCA, the whole scene of the war was

al ready transfornmed. No decision had hitherto been taken

by us to go beyond North Africa, but now the advance of

the Desert Army, which already stood before the gates of

TRI POLI, brought another quarter of a mllion nmen into

pl ay and enabled us to carry out the policy which

mentioned in ny broadcast in November |ast, of using

North Africa not as a seat but as a springboard. W

resolved, therefore, to conplete the conquest of Tunisia

and neanwhile to make all preparations for invading

Sicily.

(The Tines, 22 Sep 43).

13. It is thus clear that the Sicilian operations, in which the Canadi an
Arny was to play a not undistinguished part, were decided upon in

January, 1943. The decision to include a Canadi an conponent in the assaulting
force was, however, not nmade until April, at which time 1 Cdn Div replaced

3 (British) Div in the proposed Order of Battle.
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14. In the present Report no attenpt will be nmade to deal with the

consi derations which have dictated the recent enploynent of the

Canadi an Arny Overseas and in particular the decision to deploy first a snall
and subsequently a | arger Canadian force in the Mediterranean area. It is
hoped that this special and inportant subject can be dealt with separately at

a later tine.

(b) Beqgi nni ngs of Canadi an Participation in Operation "HUSKY"

15. At 2100 hrs on 23 Apr 43 Lt.-Gen. McNaughton, G C C -in-C.,

First Cdn Army, despatched to the Chief of the General Staff in OTTAWA
tel egram GS 906 warning that his next succeeding telegramwould require
consideration at the highest level since it concerned the despatch of a
Canadi an division, a tank brigade and certain ancillary troops to the

M ddl e East for enploynment in a | andi ng operati on.

16. At 2100 hrs on the sane day the G O. C. -in-C. despatched the follow ng
further telegram (GS 907) to the C.G S.:
MOST SECRET

FOR STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON

PARA | - FURTHER TO MY WARNI NG TELEGRAM GS 906 THI S FOLLOW NG IS THE
TEXT OF ALETTER FROM C.1.G S. HANDED TO ME THI S AFTERNOON AFTER

DI SCUSSI ON W TH HI M AT WAR OFFI CE. QUOTE THE WAR CABI NET HAVE DECI DED
TO UNDERTAKE CERTAI N OPERATI ONS BASED ON TUNI SIA.  NEW PARA. THE PRI ME
M NI STER HAS | NSTRUCTED ME TO ENQUI RE WVHETHER YOU W LL AGREE TO

CANADI AN FORCES PARTI CI PATI NG, TO THE EXTENT OF ONE
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CANADI AN | NFANTRY DI VI SI ON AND ONE TANK BRI GADE TOGETHER W TH THE
NECESSARY ANCI LLARY UNITS. NEW PARA. AS SOON AS YOU HAVE OBTAI NED
AGREEMENT OF THE CANADI AN GOVERNMENT FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF THI S FORCE
WLL YOU PLEASE LET ME KNOW FULL DETAILS OF THE REQUI REMENT CAN THEN
BE WORKED OUT | N CONSULTATI ON BETWEEN YOUR HEADQUARTERS AND THE

WAR OFFI CE. NEW PARA. | MJST MAKE | T CLEAR THAT THE ARRANGEMENT FOR
COVVAND AND CONTROL OF CANADI AN TROOPS PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THESE OPERATI ONS
WLL BE THE SAME AS THOSE FOR THE BRI TI SH FORMATI ONS WHI CH THEY ARE

REPLACI NG.  SIGNED A. F. BROOKE. UNQOTE.

PARA Il - | INFORMED C.I.G S. THAT | WOULD (a) TRANSM T THI S | NVI TATI ON
TO YQU (b) DETAIL 1 CDN INF DIV, 1 CDN ARMY TK BDE AND CERTAI N ANCI LLARY
TPS PROVI SI ONALLY (c) AUTHORI ZE STAFF DI SCUSSI ONS OF DETAI LED PLANS TO

COMMENCE (d) EXAM NE GENERAL PLANS AND ADVI SE YOU THEREON AT EARLI EST.

PARA 111 - | HAVE OUTLI NE PLAN APPROVED BY C OF S COWM TTEE AND

MODI FI CATI ONS BY GEN EI SENHOWER. THESE | HAVE GONE OVER BRI EFLY W TH
DI RECTOR OF PLANS WAR OFFICE. | CANNOT YET EXPRESS DEFI NI TE OPI NI ON

EXCEPT TO SAY THAT ON EVI DENCE SUBM TTED PRQIECT SEEMS TO REPRESENT A
PRACTI CABLE OPERATION OF WAR. | WLL ADVISE YOU ON THI' S PO NT AFTER

FURTHER STUDY.

PARA 1V - OPERATI ON CONSI STS OF TWO PARTS (a) THE FI RST UNDER ALEXANDERS

DI RECTI ON AND MONTGOMERYS COMMAND | NVOLVES A TOTAL FORCE SEVERAL TI MES

GREATER THAN CANADI AN CONTI NGENT | NDI CATED PARA || ABOVE. (b) THE
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SECOND SOME DAYS LATER DI RECTED ON OTHER LANDI NGS | S WHOLLY COVPRI SED OF

AMERI CAN TPS UNDER AMERI CAN COMVAND.

PARA V - REQUEST YOUR | NSTRUCTI ONS REPLY | AM TO MAKE TO BROOKE AND
PARTI CULARLY AS REGARDS LAST PARA OF HI S LETTER. THESE SHOULD REACH ME

FOR DELI VERY NOT LATER THAN TOMORROW SATURDAY AFTERNOON.

17. At 1100 hrs (OTTAWA tine) on the followi ng day (24 Apr) the C. G S.
(Lt.-Gen. K Stuart) despatched to General MNaughton the follow ng reply
(C.G S 314):

MOST SECRET

FOR MCNAUGHTON FROM STUART

PARTI Cl PATI ON | N PROPOSED OPERATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH BROOKS LETTER
APPROVED SUBJECT OF COURSE TO CONSI DERATI ON OF YOUR FURTHER ADVI CE AS

CONTEMPLATED YOUR PARA TWO

18. At 0030 hrs on 25 Apr, General MNaughton replied (telegram GS 914) that
he expected to see General Brooke on Monday (26 Apr), "by which tinme | atest
devel opnents in plans should be available for my study". |In the nmeantinme, he
stated, he was "proceeding with organization of force and special training".
At 1930 hrs on the sane day, General MNaughton despatched a further tel egram
(GS 915) as foll ows:

TO STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON

REFERENCE YOUR CGS 314 DATED 24 APRIL 1943
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PARA |. | HAVE NOW HAD AN OPPORTUNI TY TO EXAM NE THE GENERAL PLANS OF
THE OPERATI ON I N QUESTI ON AND TO DI SCUSS W TH SENI OR STAFF | NCLUDI NG

VICEC 1.GS. AND D.M O AT THE WAR OFFI CE.

PARA I1. | HAVE SATI SFI ED MYSELF THAT THESE PLANS REPRESENT A PRACTI CAL

OPERATI ON OF WAR.

PARA 111. FURTHER COVMANDER 1 CANADI AN DI VI SI ON HAS STUDI ED DETAI LED
PLANS OF HI S PARTI CULAR PART OF THE OPERATI ON AND WHI LE THEY ARE
NATURALLY SUBJECT TO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT HE HAS | NFORMED ME THAT HE IS

SATI SFI ED W TH THE ROLE TO BE ASSI GNED.

PARA | V. | THEREFORE RECOMMEND YOUR APPROVAL OF CANADI AN PARTI Cl PATI ON

| NDI CATED IN MY GS 907 DATED 23 APRI L 1943.

PARA V. REQUEST REPLY EARLI EST.

19. On 27 Apr, the following reply was recei ved from OTTAWA ( Tel egram

CGS 335):

MOST SECRET

FOR MCNAUGHTON FROM STUART

CANADI AN PARTI CI PATI ON I N PROPOSED OPERATI ON AS | NDI CATED YOUR GS 907

AND AS RECOVMENDED YOUR GS 915 IS APPROVED.
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PARA I1. YOU DO NOT SPECI FI CALLY STATE YOUR AGREEMENT W TH DI VI SI ONAL

COVMANDER BUT WE ASSUME THAT YOU AGREE W TH HI S VI EWS.

PARA I1I. TO MAKE PARTI ClI PATI ON EFFECTI VE, ORDER | N COUNCI L AUTHORI ZI NG
THE DETAI LI NG OF THE FORCE I N WHOLE AND I N PART QUOTE | N COVBI NATI ON
UNQUOTE UNDER THE VI SI TI NG FORCES ACT TOGETHER W TH APPROPRI ATE

I NSTRUCTI ONS | N THAT CONNECTI ON W LL FOLLOW PROMPTLY.

PARA |V. PARTICIPATION I S OF COURSE SUBJECT TO RETENTI ON BY THE

CANADI AN COMVANDER OF | NHERENT RI GHT OF REFERENCE TO HI S GOVERNMENT.

PARA V. W LL APPRECI ATE | NFORMATI ON FROM TI ME TO TI ME SO CAN KEEP
M NI STER AND WAR COWM TTEE AS FULLY ADVI SED AS POSSI BLE RE DEVELOPMENT

OF PLANS AND OTHER MATTERS RELATI NG TO EXPEDI TI ON.

20. On 28 Apr, General MNaughton despatched in reply a telegram (GS 941)

running in part as follows:

MOST SECRET

FOR STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON

PARA |. YOUR CGS 335 DATED 27 APR RECEI VED.

PARA I1. | WLL NOW REPEAT NOW FORMALLY COMMUNI CATE YOUR PARA | TO

C.1.GS., AND IN THI S | NCORPORATE SUBSTANCE YOUR PARA | V.
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PARA 111. REFERENCE YOUR PARA || RECOMVENDATI ON G VEN I N PARA |V MY

GS 915 IS BASED ON ALL THE PRECEDI NG PARTS THERECF. | N THE VERY SHORT
TI ME AVAI LABLE | UNDERSTOCK AN ANALYSIS OF THE GENERAL PLANS AND GAVE TO
MAJ GEN SALMON AND STAFF OFFI CERS THE TASK OF STUDYING I N DETAIL THE
PARTI CULAR RCLE | NDI CATED FOR 1 CDN DI'V. AFTER DI SCUSSION W TH H M |

ENDORSED HI S VI EV&.

PARA V. SITUATION NOW IS THAT CABLE FROM CAl RO RECEI VED TODAY

| NDI CATES SOVE CONSI DERABLE CHANGE PROBABLE | N PLAN AS AFFECTI NG

1 CDN DIV. WE HAVE NO REASON TO VI EW THI S CHANGE OR OTHERS WHI CH MAY BE
MADE BY THOSE ON THE SPOT W TH ANXI ETY AND | N THESE MATTERS MUST REST ON
THE JUDGEMENT OF THE RESPONSI BLE SENI OR COMVANDERS SUBJECT TO THE

SAFEGUARD G VEN YOUR PARA | V.

PART V. SALMON AND A GROUP OF HI S STAFF OFFI CERS LEAVE BY Al R TONI GHT
FOR CONSULTATI ONS I N CAI RO AND RETURN TO U. K. | AM SENDI NG
BRI GADI ER BEAMENT AND LT COL TOW BY Al R TOMORROW TO CONCERT
ADM NI STRATI VE ARRANGEMENTS W TH GENERAL ALEXANDER. BRI G BEAMENT W LL

RETURN AND TOW REMAI N AS A PO NT OF CONTACT.

PART VI. 1 CDN DIV AND 1 CDN ARMY TANK BDE NOW MOVI NG TO TRAI Nl NG AREAS

I N SCOTLAND. . .. ..

21. The C.1.G S. was officially inforned of these decisions in three letters
from General MNaughton dated 25 and 26 Apr and 3 May. (See paras 59, 60 and
63 bel ow.)
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22. The docunents referred to in the foregoing paragraphs will be found in
CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1 and First Cdn Arny file P.A 1-14-1, at present in

the custody of Historical Oficer, CMHQ

23. Such were the circunstances under which Canadi an formati ons were
committed to the invasion of Sicily. It is now necessary to re-trace our
steps in order to study the military planning of the operation fromits
inception. This report is divided into five further sections covering the 3rd
(British) Infantry Division's planning, the 1st Canadian Infantry Division's
pl anning and training, the plan finally produced, the convoy progranme and the
voyage to Sicily. Subsequent reports will deal with the Division's part in
the actual canpaign. It is intended to prepare a separate report on the

1st Canadi an Arny Tank Brigade's part in Operation "HUSKY".

PLANNI NG PRI OR TO THE CANADI AN PARTI CI PATI ON

24, Before describing in detail the Canadi an share of the assault on Sicily,
it is essential to exam ne the General Plan as originally conceived by the
Joint Planning Staff and to trace its devel opnent to the point at which
Lt.-Gen. A .G L. McNaughton was invited to participate. The vicissitudes of
the 3rd (British) Division's planning nmust be known to appreciate the

ci rcunst ances under which the Canadi an pl anning staffs took over.

25. On 10 Jan 43, the Joint Planning Staff issued a Report (para 10, above)
whi ch contained an appreciation and the Qutline Plan for an operation to eject
the Axis forces fromSicily and to occupy the island, but warned that
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Before the operation can take place at all the enemy air forces

nmust be reduced to an extent that will ensure our air suprenacy.

A neasure of ascendancy over Axis submarines in the Mediterranean

nmust al so have been gai ned.
(C.P.S. File 1001, War Cabinet Paper, J.P. (43) 7 (Final)
10 Jan 43 "Operation "HUSKY", Report by the

Joint Planning Staff".)

This Report considered that the projected operation - to which was given the
code nane "HUSKY" - was far beyond British resources and that it was essentia
to depend upon at least fifty per cent Anmerican participation. No date for
the assault was given, but it was not considered possible to provide trained
British forces before the end of July, 1943. It is interesting to note the

foll owi ng comrent :

We are doubtful of the chances of success against a garrison which
i ncl udes German formations.

(ibid.)

Lack of information about the beaches (particularly bel ow water) seriously
handi capped the Planning Staff since air photographs and reconnai ssance
reports of the beaches were not available at the time. Wthout these it was
not possible to comence detail ed planning. The Joint Planning Staff were of
the opinion that planning would be extrenely conplicated, as it would be
necessary to draw the forces to be enployed from opposite ends of the

Medi terranean as well as fromoutside. (ibid.)
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26. This original plan to invade Sicily was based on the assunption that the
Allies were firmy established in the whole of French and

Italian North Africa, but that Sardinia and Pantelleria remained in Axis
hands. Strategqgic surprise, furthernore, was consi dered inpossible since the
Axis could not fail to appreciate the threat to Sicily or Sardinia, as

| ar ge-scal e preparations would inevitably have to be made at Melta and in
North Africa. Tactical surprise could, on the other hand, be achieved in sone
measure by feints, but, no matter what precautions the Allies took in this
regard, the garrison of Sicily was likely to be in a high degree of readi ness.
There was an anti-ship and an anti-aircraft warning systemin the island, and
it would have been unsafe to assume that there were beaches which was

unwat ched. (ibid.)

27. Consi derations of weather, terrain, coast defences, beaches and

mai nt enance of the assaulting forces, led to the conclusion that |andings
could be nade in the Western and North-Wstern areas (PALERMO) and in the

Sout h-Eastern area (CATANIA). It was considered that with a view to such

si mul taneous | andi ngs at both ends of the island, prior naval and air action
woul d be necessary to drive and keep the Italian Battle Fleet up the Adriatic.
It was thought that by enploying a capital ship covering-force in the waters
of f South-East Sicily, and by disposing |light forces to the North-West,
producti on agai nst eneny surface forces could be given to |l andings at both
points. Failing this, and since the British Naval Forces which were likely to
be avail able for the operation would be insufficient to provide nore than one
heavy covering force, it would be necessary to call on the Anmericans to
provi de a second covering-forces. (ibid.)
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28. The possi bl e courses were:

(a) to capture the PALERMO area

(b) to capture the CATAN A areas;

(c) to capture both.
The | ast-nmentioned course was sel ected and for planning purposes it was
assunmed that forces would be provided as foll ows:

(a) SClI ACCA- MARI NELLA and PALERMO areas - United States;

(b) Sout h-Eastern and CATANI A areas - British.

(ibid.)

29. The Qutline Plan provided in the Report of 30 Jan 43 was divided into
the foll owi ng phases:

PREPARATORY MEASURES

PHASE | - The Assaults
PHASE 1 | - Expl oi tation and capture of PALERMO and CATANI A
PHASE 111 - Reducti on of the island.
(ibid.)
30. The preparatory neasures woul d consist of a series of naval and air

actions directed against the eneny air forces, the Italian Fleet and eneny
submarines. Heavy air raids on Italy, and action ained at effecting the

maxi mum reduction in Axis air strength generally (particularly in fighters)
woul d be carried out fromthe United Kingdom |In the Mediterranean, day and
ni ght bombi ng, fighter sweeps, escort raids and |l owflying attacks would be
carried out with the object of interrupting Axis reinforcenents to Sicily and
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furthering the

attai nment of air superiority by destroying Axis fighters.

Finally, on the two nights prior to D Day a heavy and concentrated attack

woul d be carried out on the MESSINA area. (ibid.) The nmain features of the

Pl an were:

(a) British Assaults

(i)

Four separate landings in the AVOLA, PACH NO, POZZALLO and GELA
areas on the south-east corner of the island by three divisions
and an infantry brigade group plus comrando, parachute and
armoured units on D Day to secure the airfields in that areas
and the ports of SIRACUSA and AUGUSTA. These airfields were

required to enable the assault on CATANI A to be protected.

On CATANI A by one division on D plus 3 to secure the port and

airfields, with parachute troops in the GERBIN area.

can Assaults

(b) Aneri

(i)

(i)

On the south-west shore in the SCI ACCA area by one division on
D Day to secure the airfields in that area. These airfields

were required to cover the assaults on PALERMO.

On the PALERMO area by two division and other troops on

D plus 2 to capture the port of PALERMO and adjacent ports and
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airfields. Escort carriers to provide additional support for

the assaults.

(c) Followup

(i) One British division to be | anded through CATANI A and one
Armeri can divi sion through PALERMO

(ibid.)

31. The conplicated problem of providing arny forces for the British share
of the assaults was discussed in a further report by the British Joint

Pl anning Staff prepared for the Conbined Chiefs of Staff at CASABLANCA ( See
para 11 above). British troops were available in the Mediterranean and in
Persia and Irag but mounting theminto an assaulting force was another matter.
Shi ppi ng and stores had to be provided and the troops had to undergo specia
conmbi ned operations training. (C.P.S. File 1001, Report by British Joint

Pl anning Staff, 21 Jan 43.)

32. Anmong the British troops available for the assault were the 5th and
56th Divisions in Persia and Iraq and the 78th and New Zeal and Di visions in
tunisia. The linmtation of port facilities in the Mddle East nade it

i npossible to mount all of the divisions there. To transfer one or nore of
these divisions to Tunisia and Al geria for special training and subsequent
nmounting was regarded as inadvisable, for it would seriously curtail Anerican
preparations for nounting their share of the operation, and thereby result in
t he postponenent for at |east one nonth of the date of the assault. It was
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deci ded that the provision of one division nounted in the United Ki ngdom was
the solution, even though this would occasion special difficulties of

pl anni ng, command and control. (ibid.)

33. The question then arose how to bring this division fromthe

United Kingdomto Sicily. Two alternative routes were avail able; one by way
of the Cape of Good Hope to Egypt, the other through the Strait of G braltar
and Sicilian Narrows. The first course, while |ess hazardous, entailed mnmuch
loss of tinme. It was estimated that it would take at |east six weeks to nove
a large body of troops fromthe United Kingdomto Egypt; accordingly, it was

decided to risk the nore dangerous waters of the Sicilian Narrows. (ibid.)

34. The Report (para 31 above) recomended that the British share of the
assault should take the follow ng form

Three Divisions (initial assault) fromthe Mddl e East),

One Division (D plus 3 assault) fromthe United Ki ngdom

One Division (FollowUp) from Tripolitania.

(ibid.)

35. The recomendations in these reports were considered by the Conbined
Chiefs of Staff at CASABLANCA, and Operation "HUSKY", the assault on Sicily,
was decided upon in preference to Operation "BRI MSTONE", the assault on
Sardinia. (Planning for the latter was finally suspended in February.) These
deci sions were approved by the President and the Prinme M nister who, however,
urged that, if at all possible, the operation be carried out in the June noon
period. A directive was issued to General Dw ght D. Ei senhower,
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Al lied Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean area, entrusting himwth the
task of preparing for the carrying out the operation. Under him and
exercising their command jointly there were to be three comuanders:

General Sir Harold R L.G Alexander, K.C.B., C.S1l., DhS. O, MC., the

Deputy Allied Commander in Chief; Admral of the Fleet

Sir Andrew B. Cunningham Bt., G CB., D.S.0O, the Naval Commander in Chief in
the Mediterranean; and Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur W Tedder, K C. B., the
Air Oficer Commanding in Chief in the Mediterranean. |In February

Lt.-Gen. Sir B.L. Montgonery, KCB., DS . O, and Lt.-Gen. G S. Patton were
nanmed as Commanders of the British and anerican conmponents in the invasion

force, respectively. (MO 1 Report op. cit., based on CC. S. 66th Mg

22 Jan 43 and 69th Mg 23 Jan 43; C.C.S. 170/2 AND 171/2/D of 23 Jan 43;

C.O'S. (43) 18th Mg (0) 12 Feb 43.)

36. The Joint Planning Staff Report (referred to in para 31) nentioned the
1st and 4th (British) Divisions as "possibilities" for the assault division
fromthe United Kingdom but shortly afterwards both of these divisions were
despatched to take part in the Tunisian canmpaign (CMHQ File

4/ Gen Apprec/3, War O fice "General Note March 1943"). A F.H Q (Allied Force
Headquarters in North Africa) therefore requested the War Office to select and
train sone other division (C.P.S. File 1001, Tel 1602, AAF.HQ to WO

18 Feb 43). The 3rd (British) Division (Mjor-GCGeneral WH. C. Ranmsden, C.B.,

C.B.E., DS.O, MC) was finally chosen.

37. There is no docunent available at CMH Q to indicate the date of the
actual selection of 3 Div, but an Administrative Appreciation of Operation
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"HUSKY" issued by G S. (Plans) War Ofice, 24 Feb 43, nmentions this Division
as the one to be mounted fromthe United Kingdomto carry out the CATAN A
assault (C.P.S. File 1001, Adm nistrative Appreciation for Operation "HUSKY",

24 Feb 43).

38. This Appreciation, dated 24 Feb 43, includes an outline plan for the
operation very simlar to the one described above (paras 28 and 29), which
will be found in part in Appendix "D'. D-day was not set for 22 Jun 2 while
the Divisions to be provided by the Eastern Task Force and their destinations

were nanmed as foll ows:

AVOLA - PACHI NO - POZZALLO assaults - 5 and 56 Divs fromthe

M ddl e East,

GELA assault - 1 Div from North Africa,

CATANI A assault - 3 Div and one infantry brigade group fromthe

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Follow-up D plus 28 - one infantry division fromthe M ddl e East.

The Pl anni ng Headquarters for A F.H Q (Force 141) were to be at ALG ERS,

those for the Western Task Force (Force 343) at ORAN and for the

2 M. Churchill, supported by the Chiefs of Staff, continued to
press for the early date, despite m sgivings in North Africa. The
Chiefs of Staff were even willing to have the prelimnary assaults all

British if necessary. (MO 1 Report.)
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Eastern Task Force (Force 545) at CAIRO. (ibid.,; MO 1 Report referring to

C.OS. 23rd Mg, 18 Feb 43.)

39. Apparently no advice had yet been sent to AF.H Q to the effect that
the 3rd Division had been selected to replace the 4th Division for the
D plus 3 (CATANIA) assault for on 5 Mar 43 the follow ng tel egram was

despatched to the Wwar Office:

Request nomination division for D plus 3 assault and nane

commander may be notifi ed.

In addition to anphibious training for Two Bri gade G oup
assault, selected division should receive nmountain warfare
training before leaving U K. .....

(C.P.S. File 2000 Tel 4476, A F.HQ to WO, 5 Mar 43.)

In reply the War O fice despatched the followi ng telegramon the sane day:

ONE

For your information General Ranmsden Commander 3 Divi sion
(conposition two infantry one tank brigades plus extra
infantry brigade to be nominated) visited War Office and
seen HUSKY plan and Now in touch with Norfol k House.
Commander 4 Division requested hand all HUSKY docunents to
Ranmsden. Now assum ng any further instructions will be

i ssued by you or Norfol k House.
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WO

Ranmsden woul d be gl ad to know whet her you contenpl ate
sendi ng Arny nmenber your planning staff London shortly.

Al so requests despatch to London R A F. nenber inmmediately

if possible or to arrive 30 March at latest......

FOUR
He proposes visit you when plan ready. Can you give date.
(ibid.; Tel 58051, wWar Ofice to FREEDOM (A . F.H. Q)

Algiers, 5 Mar 43.)

It would appear fromthe two tel egrans quoted above that little, if any,
detail ed planning was acconplished from 18 Feb 43 until 5 Mar 43. There is no
doubt that the actual execution of the proposed operation hinged upon the
outcone of the North African canpaign. Furthernore, the second tel egram

i ndicated that no actual take-over by the 3rd Division fromthe 4th Division

had yet taken pl ace.

40. Al t hough detail ed pl anning could not commence because of the lack of a
firmplan, it was considered advi sable that imedi ate steps be taken to enbark
the 3rd Division on a progranmme of intensive training in Scotland. The

Di vision was stationed in Kent, but by 22 Mar 43 it was ready to proceed to
Scotl and for combi ned operations and nountain warfare training. (ibid.

General Ramsden to General Montgonery, 16 Mar 43.)
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41. Ref erence to nountain warfare is found in two letters, one referred to
the precedi ng paragraph, and the other fromthe War office to
Lt.-Col. GGH WIlson, GS. O 1, 3rd Division. In the former General Ransden

sai d:

| am al so asked to be ready for mountain warfare. |f
anyt hing nore than the rudinments required, | nust have
nore tinme and nmust be provided with equi pment, i.e., pack

saddl es, | oading ropes, etc.

(ibid.)

The War Ofice letter dwelt at sone |length on the advisability of training

wi th pack animals:

| know that General Ranmsden is of opinion that you cannot
do nuch about training for nmountains in the time avail able
but, of course, anything which you can do in this line
will be of very great value to you later on. The
divisions in North Africa have found the need and have
been using | ocal animal pack transport for sone tine.

They must have felt the | ack of prior acquaintance very
consi derably because we have had anot her cable stressing

the need for you to get any experience possible.

Consequently | amwiting this to ask if it would be of
any value to you to have sonme pack ani mals at your
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di sposal when you are in Scotland. | don't suggest that
you should attenpt training on the scale that has been
carried out by 52 Div, but you will have intervals in your
conmbi ned training when it mght be possible for a
battalion to practise loading on to animals and so on. |
am sure that even the nerest prior experience will be of

use later.

We have four Indian Miul e Coys going spare at present and

you could have any or all of them | haven't checked that
it will be possible to accormpdate themin your area but
will take this up immediately if you would like them |

don't anticipate insuperable difficulties because they

ought to be able to go under canvas if necessary.

Pl ease let ne know if you would like any. |f so we can
send you a fair amount of information on Pack Tpt and | am
sure that 52 Div would be able to help with practica
experi ence.
(ibid., Letter War O fice (S.D.5) to Lt.-Col W/ son,

14 Mar 43.)

The above letter is inportant for although it was | ater decided not to enpl oy
pack animals (C.P.S. File 2150, Tel 62815, War Ofice to AF.H Q, 21 Mar 43),
some of the successes achieved in Sicily would not have been possible but for
the use of pack animals which were requisitioned fromthe civilian popul ation
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42. In order to obtain clarification of many obscure points which arose
because of lack of firmess in the plan, CGeneral Ransden arranged to visit the
Pl anning Staff in the Mddle East (C.P.S. File 2000, Tel 60440, War Office to
Force 141, 13 Mar 43). This telegramwas followed by a personal letter to
General Montgonery dated 16 Mar 43 (already referred to in para 40 above), in

whi ch he says in part:

...... | feel it very necessary for Rear Admiral Mck and
(sic) to visit you or your staff very soon, to get the | ow
down. From many visits to the War Office | amsure there
will be no final say until either | come out or you send a
pl eni potentiary home with enough staff on which to plan

and get the Armada into shape......

It is apparent that General Ransden left for CAIRO by air on 27 Mar 43 (ibid.
Letter Gen Ransden to Lt.-Col. WIson, 26 Mar 43), but no docunents are

available to indicate the result of this visit.

43. On 20 Mar Ceneral Montgonery decided that his forces were not strong
enough to carry out the allotted task. Therefore a new plan was evolved in
whi ch the American Force undertook to furnish a division for the GELA (Dl ME)

| anding. The British 5 and 56 Divs were now to | and across the AVOLA ( ACI D)
beaches and a division, from North Africa, at POZZALLO. An infantry brigade
group fromthe Mddl e East was to land in the PACH NO (BARK) area and 3 Div
was still to make the D plus 3 assault South of CATANIA. The Anerican attack
on SClI ACCA on the South-Western coast was cancelled and as a result no fixed
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date was set for the Anerican assaults Wst of PALERMO. This plan was again
anended on 11 Apr when a fourth British division, 51 (H Div from

North Africa, was introduced to carry out the GELA assault, thus releasing the
Anmerican division for the SCl ACCA assault as originally planned. The

New Zeal and Divi sion was named to carry out the "CENT" assault now apparently
nmoved West from the POZZALLO to the SCOGLI TTI area. The D plus 3 assault on
CATANI A was now cancel | ed and on the AVOLA sector, 3 Div substituted for

56 Div, which had been suddenly called into the Tunisian battle. 50 Div was
to be held in imediate reserve in MALTA and a tank brigade from3 Div in a
North African port. Three British parachute brigades and two Anerican
parachute regi ments were now to support the attacks. Additional shipping for
an extra British division was provided for fromBritish and American reserves
at the expense of assault training and cross-channel operations "on a decision

to give absolute priority to "HUSKY"" (MO 1 Report, op. cit., referring to

NAF 185 23 Mar 43; C. P.S. File 2000, Tel 3211, NAF 207, ALG ERS to War O fice,
11 Apr 43, Tel 3319, 11 Apr 43, AF.HQ to War Ofice, Tel 3580, 12 Apr 43,

Force 141 to War O fice).

44, The plan was still not firm however, and on 14 Apr Ceneral Ransden

cabl ed General Denpsey asking himto forward "a new directive" forthwith. He
pointed out the 3 Div planning was to start on 17 Apr and that | oading tables
had to reach the War Office by 8 May, as vehicles were being shipped on 28 My

(C.P.S. File 2000, Tel, War O fice to Force 545, 14 Apr 43).

45, On 16 Apr, Force 545 (the Eastern Task Force Pl anni ng Headquarters)
despatched a telegramto the War Office stating that the final plan had not
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yet been deci ded upon, but giving an outline of what the role of 3 Div would
be. The force was divided into two parts, Force A and Force B, the latter to
be held in arny reserve in a North African port. The Division's newrole
differed radically fromits previous one in that the assault was to take pl ace
on D Day (instead of D plus 3) and it was now to assault in the SCOGLITTI area
(on the southern coast of Sicily) instead of SIRACUSA- AUGUSTA on the

East coast. This change in plan provided the final basis on which planning
was to comence, though at the tinme that the tel egram was received there was
still doubt as to the 3rd Division's actual role as indicated by the word
"anticipated". ("HUSKY" Plan 17 Apr 43 containing "extracts from

Most Secret Cipher telegramreceived fromForce 545...ref GP (1) 36177 dated

16 Apr".)

46. An approximate Order of Battle of Force A was outlined as foll ows:

Force A.

Three Inf Bde Gps
Two Beach Gps
One Tk Bn

One SP Fd Regt
One Med Regt

Two Commandos
One Sgn Scor pi ons
One Sec Snpke Operating Coy
One CCS Incl FTU
PW Cage
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One HAA Regt

One LAA Regt )

One AA Ops Room )

One Bonb Di sposal Sec ) For QUEEN BEE

One CRE Wirks Sec ) (COM SO) and

One DCPE Works Sec ) PARK HEAD ( BI SCARI)
One Artisan Works Coy ) Airfds.

One ME Sec )

One P & L Coy )

One Cen Tpt P1 RASC )

The Order of Battle for Force B had not yet been received, but it was known
that it would consist of 33 Tank Bde | ess one battalion and units required for
the port of CATANI A and the group of airfields in the area of this city.

(ibid.)

47. While no official Plan had yet been received regarding 3rd Division's
rol e, Branches and Services of the Division were instructed to comrence their
prelim nary considerations of the Plan on the assunption that:
(i) 3 Div will carry out CENT assault.
(ii) 3 Div will only be responsible for the organization and
preparation of Force A.
(iii) Organization and preparation of Force B will be carried out by

another HQ either in UK or el sewhere. (ibid.)
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48. Time was the greatest determ ning factor throughout this period, since
D Day was now tentatively set for 8 and then 10 Jul (C.P.S. File 1018,

Menor andum by Executive Planning Section, War Cabinet, 21 and 22 Apr 43). One
senses an undertone of uneasiness in some of the docunents on hand, in which
it is inferred that unless those responsible for the planning at A F. H Q
produced a firm plan the operati on woul d have to be postponed. Such was the
tone of a letter by General Ranmsden addressed to the Director of Plans the

Admiralty, and to the Under Secretary of State, the War O fice, (D.MOQ):

1. Planning for Op HUSKY is held up for lack of directif. Unless
received i medi ately, the operation nust be postponed. Foll ow ng

paras review the matter in detail.....

4. ... In view of Force 545 Cipher GP (1) 36177 dated 16 Apr
this information nust include the split between ships to be

allotted to Forces A and B

5. Unless, therefore, the informati on requested above is nmade
available to us imedi ately we cannot conpl ete our planning and

preparation in tinme for an assault on 8 Jul

6. We request therefore that this should be brought to the notice
of C.GS. for onward transm ssion to Forces 545 and 141.
(C.P.S. File 2000, General Ramaden to Admiralty and

War Office, 20 Apr 43)
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49, On 18 Apr 43 a Pl anni ng Menorandum was issued by "G' Branch,

3rd Division. This Menorandum was based on the Qutline Plan to determn ne how
nmuch pl anni ng could be done without further official instructions. This
docunent pointed out that whereas Force A would be under the command of 3 Div
and 30 Corps, since it would carry out the CENT assault, Force B would be
entirely outside the direction of the 3rd Division as its role would be that
of Arny reserve during the early stages of the assault. Therefore, the

3rd Division should not be responsible for the preparation of both Force A and
Force B inasmuch as the latter would be "entirely outside the direction of

3rd Division", because of the role this Force would have to carry out (if held
in reserve in a North African port) and consequently the day of its enpl oynent
woul d differ fromthat of Force A. The follow ng deduction was accordingly

made:

...... it is apparent that the Planning of this Force nust be
considered quite separately fromthat of Force A and that this
Pl anni ng cannot be done by 3rd Division but nust be done by the
Conmd with direct access to Force 545 and the War office.

(ibid., Mermorandum of Pl anning on "HUSKY", 18 Apr 43.)

The War Office held t the same view and on 22 Apr 43 sent the follow ng

telegramto A F.H Q:

Fl RST
It appears you contenplate naking Cond 3 Div responsible for
Force B mounted fromthis country. In view of fact Force Bis in
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force reserve and nay not even operate in same Corps Area as 3 Div

it appears this should not be responsibility of Cond 3 Div.

SECOND

Force B shoul d be | oaded under War Office arrangenents. Suggest
you send staff officer fully conversant with plans to advise as to
priorities. Cond 3 Div would then be concerned solely with forces
allotted to himfor conpletion his role......

(ibid., Tel 72894 (S.D.5) WO to A F.H Q 22 Apr 43.)

50. The change in the 3rd Division's role referred to in para 43 above,
resulted in placing this Division in 30 Corps instead of 15 Corps. Despite
the |l ack of objectives, which had not yet been given by Force 545 (apart, of
course, fromCOM SO Airfield), the Division on 20 Apr 43 was urged to continue
pl anning, and this was to be "directed towards getting two assault Bde Gps

ashore as quickly as possible" (ibid., Tel GP. (1) 37664, 20 Apr 43).

51. On 22 Apr 43 a telegram from "FORTUNE" (code nane for

A F.H Q Planning Staff) to C.-in-C Mddle East (for Force 545) and repeated
to the War Office and AAF.H Q, ALG ERS, confirned that the plan envisaged the
enpl oynment of 3rd Division to attack CENT Beach at SCOGLITTI with

COM SO Airfield as its initial objective, and that the assault on

SI RACUSA- AUGUSTA originally entrusted to 3rd Division was to be carried out by
a Division fromthe Mddle East (ibid., Tel (copy) 6008 FORTUNE ALA ERS to

C.-in-C. Mddle East, 22 Apr 43).
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CANADI AN PLANNI NG AND TRAI NI NG

(A) PRELI M NARY CONFERENCES AND DI SCUSSI ONS

52. Thus matters stood when the decision was taken to substitute the
1st Canadi an Division for the 3rd (British) Division. Wile at Norfol k House
on the afternoon of 23 Apr General MNaughton received a tel ephone request to
visit General Brooke, Chief of the Inperial General Staff, at his earliest
conveni ence. GCeneral MNaughton inmediately proceeded to the War O fice for
the neeting with General Brooke referred to above (para 16). During the
conversation, Ceneral Brooks "invited General MNaughton to agree to the
partici pati on of one Canadian infantry division and one Canadi an tank brigade
and certain ancillary units in a proposed operation based on TUN SI A agai nst
" Imediately followi ng this neeting, General MNaughton held
further conversations with Generals Weks, Galloway, and Kennedy and

Bri gadi er Porter, during which he was "put in the picture" by these officers.
On returning to CMH Q, General MNaughton prepared and despatched the cable
to the C.G S. quoted in para 16 above. (File P.A 1-14-1, Menoranda of

Di scussions at the War Office 23 Apr 43, Ceneral MNaughton - General Brooke;
General MNaught on- General Weks (D.C.1.G S.) - General Glloway (D.S.D.);
General M:Naughton - General Kennedy (D.M O (0O)); General MNaughton -

Bri gadi er Porter (Director of Plans); dated 28 Apr, 27 Apr, 27 Apr, 26 Apr 43,

respectively.)

53. At 0900 hours the followi ng norning a neeting was held at H Q
First Cdn Arnmy at which the followi ng officers were present:
Lt.-Gen. A .G L. McNaughton, GO C -in-C. First Cdn Arny,
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Maj.-Gen. H.L.N. Salnmon, GOC. 1 Cdn Div,

Brigadier (later Maj.-CGen.) C. Foulkes, B.G S. First Cdn Arny,

Lt.-Col. (later Brigadier) WP. Glbride, AQMG First Cdn Arny,

Lt.-Col. (later Colonel) G P. Henderson, G S.O 1 (Int) First Cdn Arny,
Lt.-Col. (later Colonel) G E. Beanent, GS.O 1 (Ops) First Cdn Arny,

Lt.-Col. (later Brigadier) G Kitching, GS.O 1 (Ops) 1 Cdn Div,

Lt.-Col. C. Finlay, AA & QMG Canadian Planning Staff.

In opening the neeting, General MNaughton stressed "the need for good
security by all concerned with regard to the information which he was about to
announce." He then told the officers present that he had received a request
fromthe C.1.G S. for the participation of Canadian formations in an operation
against Sicily "under the conmand of Eighth Army (Gen. Mntgonery) and under
the direction of Eighteenth Army Group (CGen. Sir Harold Al exander)...... t he
Cdn formations would be part of a British U S. force several times |larger than
the Cdn forces concerned.” The G O C. -in-C. then went on to say that he had
request ed Governnment approval for his proposal to nonminate 1 Cdn Div
(Maj.-CGen. HL.N Salmon, MC) and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde (Brigadier R A Wnan)3
and certain other ancillary units for this task, and that he had noreover

aut hori zed arrangenents to be proceeded with on a provisional basis pending

recei pt of full information fromthe Canadi an Governnment whi ch was expected
3 The reason these formati ons were nom nated by
General MNaughton was explained as follows: "....as 1 Cdn Div had
conpl eted basi c conbi ned ops training, he would detail this
division...for this operation. 1In addition, he stated that he would
detail 1 Cdn Armmy Tank Bde,....which was at a very high state of
trai ni ng and which had experience in the Dieppe operation." (File

P.A 1-14-1, Menp of a Discussion General MNMNaughton - General Brooke,
dated 28 Apr 43.)
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during the day. (File P.A 1-14-1, Mnutes of a Meeting held at

H Q First Cdn Arny, 24 Apr 43, dated 26 Apr 43.)

54. Bri gadi er Foul kes and Lt.-Cols. Henderson and Beanent then explained to
the neeting the scope of the operation, the broad aspects of Sicilian

t opogr aphy, defences, etc., and the outline plan. General MNaughton "pointed
out that the plan which had been given is that which had been approved by the
Chiefs of Staff Committee and subsequently nodified by General Eisenhower."
Further nodifications were expected to reach the War Office from

Al lied Force Headquarters, North Africa, by special courier during the day and
little tinme remained for the conpletion of arrangements; the

Canadi an Force Commander woul d accordingly have to proceed w thout delay to
organi ze and train his force and conplete the detail ed plans.

General MNaughton said that it would be necessary for General Sal nbn and one
or two of his staff officers to proceed by air to North Africa for discussions
in the very near future. He also placed the Canadian Pl anning Staff at the

di sposal of General Sal non for whatever assistance he mght require and stated
that every use should be made of the contacts which this Staff already had

with the War Office and Conbi ned Operations Headquarters. (ibid.)

55. A subsequent neeting at the War Office, at 1030 hours on that sane
nor ni ng, was attended by General MNaughton, General Sal non,

Bri gadi er Foul kes, and other Canadian and British staff officers. The purpose
of this nmeeting was to bring together, for the conveni ence of

General MNaughton and General Sal non, representatives of the

War Office Directorates who could render assistance in the preparation of the
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Canadi an forces in Operation "HUSKY". The representative of each Directorate
then outlined the function of his Departnent as it applied to "HUSKY" and

i ndicated to what extend and in what manner the necessary information,
directives, etc., would be nade avail able to the Canadians. G eat stress was
laid on security in regard to inmpending operations and a statenment on security
by Prime Mnister Churchill was read to the assenbl ed group of officers. In
reply to a question by General MNaughton, Brigadier Porter (Director of

Pl ans, War Office), who conducted the neeting, stated that 1 Cdn Div would
have under its conmand one tank regi nent and that the remai nder of

1 Cdn Army Tk Bde would be in Arny Reserve at the disposal of the

Task Force Commander (G O.C.-in-C., Eighth Arny). The organization of the

Conmbi ned Forces was noted as under

AF.HQ

(Ei senhoer)

18 Arny G oup

(Al exander)

Force 141
Eastern Task Force Western Task Force
(Force 545) (Force 343)
(Mont gonery) (U.S. Arny)

The Canadi an force woul d be part of the Eastern Task Force under

General Montgonery, but it was not known at the tinme under which Corps it
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woul d be placed. (ibid., Menorandum dated 26 Apr, of Meeting held in

Room 220, War O fice, 24 Apr 43.)

56. Later the same norning, Ceneral MNaughton attended still another
neeting at the War Office at which were present Mjor-General - Gal | oway
(Chairman), Sal non, Ransden and ot her high-ranki ng Canadi an and

British officers. Because of their far-reaching inportance to the

partici pati on of Canadian forces in the Mediterranean theatre, the m nutes of

this nmeeting are quoted in full

1. Cenera
DSD opened the neeting by stating that 1 Cdn Div has been sel ected
to replace 3 Div in its operational role; this was at present
subj ect to the approval of the Cdn Govt. The object of the neeting

was to decide the action necessary to inplenment this decision.

2. The follow ng points were agreed: -

(a) There would be no restriction other than security on the
contacts between HQ 1 Cdn Div and HQ 3 Div, GHQ Hone Forces
were being asked that HQ Hone Forces were being asked that

HQ 1 Corps should be available to assist 1 Cdn Div in trg.

(b) The Orders of Battle of Force A and Force B woul d be exam ned
by the Cdn HQ concerned and they would notify DDSD when they
woul d be prepared to discuss the replacenent of British non-div
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(¢)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

units by Cdn units. 3 and 4 Beach Groups would in any case

acconpany 1 Cdn Div.

1 Cdn Div planning staff would nmove to Norfol k House forthwith.

1 Cdn Div would subnit to DQVG (AE) by 29 Apr 43 their

requi renents for |anding reserves.

The Tk Bde acconpanying 1 Cdn Div would be re-equipped with
Shermans; if necessary these tks would be drawn fromthose
issued to 33 Tk Bde. This matter would be referred for action

to DRAC

The question of the standardization of equi prent and vehicl es
so as to fit in with what had been arranged for 3 Div was
agreed in principle; this matter would be investigated by

1 Cdn Div and DQVG ( AE) .

Comd 1 Cdn Div would consider the question of re-equipping his
A Tk Regt on a 6-pdr basis and al so whether the Inf Bns would

retain their 2-pdrs or change to a 6-pdr basis.

Comd 1 Cdn Div would be concerned only with the planning and

organi zation of Force A. HQ 1 Cdn Arny would deal with

Force B.
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(i) 1 Cdn Bde with ancillary tps would nmove on or after 27 Apr 43
to Inveraray for training, 1-7 May. Rep 1 Cdn Div agreed to
submit conposition of this Bde Go to D D Mov, the War Ofice
by the evening 24 Apr. 9 Inf Bde, at present training at
Inveraray, would return to its billets in Dunfriesshire approx

28 Apr 43.

(j) The nove of the second Bde Gp, for training 10-16 May, woul d be
arranged by the War Office on receipt from1l Cdn Div of their

accomodation requirements in Scotl and.

(k) The accommmodation of 1 Cdn Div in Scotland woul d be arranged by
the War Office.
(C.P.S. File 1003, Mnutes of Meeting held in Room 220,

The War O fice, dated 24 Apr 43.)

57. O her matters discussed the sane norning are referred to in a further
menorandum written by Lt.-Col. (later Maj.-CGen.) Spry, P.A to
General MNaughton. The follow ng paragraphs are extracted fromthis

menor andum

10. General Murison said that stores reserves were being held for the
force as foll ows: -
30 days | andi ng reserve

30 days reinsurance
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He pointed out that it would take four weeks to | oad and pack stores and
vehicles, and that |oading tables, etc., were required by his

Directorate by 29 Apr 43.

11. Brig. Horn, representing QG (Room 116, QWG House), said that the
Cdn force would be maintained in the first phase fromthe U K and
subsequently fromthe Mddle East. After a discussion, and having
regard to the spare parts situation, it was agreed that

1 Cdn Army Tank Bde would re-arm wi th Sherman tanks (Chrysler Engi nes)
whi ch are now held by 33 Tank Bde in Scotland. It was subsequently
arranged that 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde would return their Ram Il tanks to
C.B.O.D. on their departure for the Conbi ned Training Area, Scotland
and that Sherman tanks woul d be issued by the War Office in the training
area. General MNaughton agreed that as a general principle the

Cdn force woul d adopt British stores and equi pnment wherever possible in

order to sinplify the task of provision and mai ntenance.

12. General Salnobn was instructed by General MNaughton to nmake
recommendations in regard to the armng of A Tk Pls of inf bns and the
provision of 6 pr or 17 pr A Tk guns for the fourth bty in the
div A Tk Regt. It was noted that supplies of 2 pr am woul d be
available fromthe Mddle East if required.

(File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum of Conference held in Room 220,

War Office, 24 Apr 43, dated 26 Apr.)
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58. On the sane day the War Office issued a nmenorandum si gned by
Brigadier V. Blonfield, D.D.S.D., which outlined the War Office policy to be
adhered to during the takeover by 1 Cdn Div from 3 Div. The nmenorandum

foll ows:

1. A decision has been taken that a Canadi an Division shall take over
the operational role at present allotted to 3 Division. This is at
present subject to confirmation by the Canadi an Government but, in order
that no tine may be lost, it is intended to proceed on the assunption

that that confirmation will be received.

2. The extent to which the non-divisional troops, which have been
allotted to 3 Division, will be replaced by Canadian units has not yet
been decided but it is anticipated that the mgjority will still have to
be found fromBritish resources. Pending further instructions,
therefore, all units nom nated and prepared will be presuned to be

required.

3. The tinme available for planning and preparation is short and it is
therefore essential that Canadi an Headquarters and the

Di vi si onal Commander sel ected should be given every assi stance.

4. Instructions are being issued by the War OFfice to Commander

3 Division to establish Direct Contact with 1 Canadian Div and to place
at the disposal of the Canadi an Commander full details of the progress
in planning and preparation that has so far been made. Arrangenents
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will also be nmade for the attachnment to the Canadi an force of such

Staff Officers as may be consi dered necessary.

5. It is requested that you will issue instructions to Headquarters,
1 Corps (British) that they will, as a matter of first priority, afford
every assistance in planning and training to the Canadian Division in

the sane way as they have up till now, to 3 Division.

6. Changes in the training progranme and their effect on the training

and accommodation of 3 Division and other troops will be comuni cated as
early as possible. It will probably be necessary to call a neeting very
early to decide these questions. It is hoped it nmay be found possible

for 3 Division to remain in Scotl and.

(CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Menorandum dated 24 Apr 43.)

59. On the followi ng day, 25 Apr, General MNaughton again visited the
War Office for further discussions. |In conversations with Lt.-Gen. Nye,
V.C.1.GS., and Maj.-Cen. Kennedy, DDMO & P., he stressed his
responsibilities to the Canadi an Government in connection with his
reconmendation as to the soundness and practicability of the plans of the
proposed operation, and said that he was ready to exam ne these plans in
greater detail. General Nye appreciated his position but urged that al
possi bl e speed was necessary. General Kennedy, and |ater Brigadier Kirkman,
D.D.MI1. (G 2 Plans), then gave General MNaughton nmuch nore detail ed

i nformati on than he had previously received. The latter then proceeded to
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Nor f ol k House for a final conference, recorded as follows in a nmenorandum

prepared by Brigadier Foul kes, B.G S., First Canadi an Arny:

Gen McNaught on di scussed the general plan for the proposed operation
with General Salmon, G OC, 1 Cdn Div and Gen Ransden, GO C., 3 Div
(British). Gen Salnon stated that he was quite satisfied that the role
contenplated was a suitable task for the forces allotted and fromhis
prelimnary studies he felt that the operation had a reasonabl e chance
of success. He was not in disagreenent with any phase of the genera

pl ans but of course there was nuch detail yet to be obtained and nuch
nore intelligence was required, including nore extensive air

phot ographs. Gen Ranmsden shared the sanme views.

Concl usi on

As a result of the discussions and study of the plan at the War office
and the opinion expressed by Gen Sal non concurred in by Gen Ransden,

Gen. McNaughton deci ded that the operation envi saged was a practica
operation of war and was now prepared to reconmend to the

Canadi an governnent that final approval of Canadi an participation should
be given. As a result of this decision G S. 915 was despatched at

1930 hours, 25 April.

(File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum dated 29 Apr of Discussions held

at the War O fice and Norfol k House 25 Apr 43.)

G S. 915 is quoted in para 18 above.
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60. During the discussions with General Nye, the question of placing
Canadi an forces under Ceneral Al exander instead of General Eisenhower was
brought up. General MNaughton showed General Nye a copy of a letter he had
just addressed to the C.1.G S. and pointed out that "under the only existing
machi nery, "Visiting Forces Act', it was not legally possible to place any
Canadi an troops under an Anerican commander was di scussed including
court-martial warrants, etc., and General Nye suggested that he thought al
British troops in the Mddle East were handled by the British authorities for
discipline". (ibid.) The contents of this letter warrant its quotation in

full:

Wth reference to your Most Secret letter to nme dated 23 April 1943 in
which you invited the participation of one Canadian Infantry Division
and one Tank Brigade together with the necessary ancillary units in the
proj ected operation we had di scussed previously and to ny reply dated

24 April 1943.

I have now been authorized by nmy Government to undertake the operation
in question and for this purpose | propose to place the

1st Cdn Division, the 1st Cdn Arny Tank Bde and certain

Canadi an ancillary units which can be substituted with advantage under
the command of General Al exander who will be authorized to group themin

British formati ons under his command as he may consi der appropriate.
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My authority to take this section is subject to the usual limtations of
my powers, nanely, that | shall exami ne the general plans and recomend

their acceptance to ny CGovernment.

In this connection, | understand that a comruni cation is now expected
fromAllied Forces Headquarters, North Africa, which will propose
certain changes in the draft plans of which | have already been inforned
at the War O fice. | will be happy to exanm ne the plans with these
changes at the earliest nonent convenient to yourself and to take the

requested action thereafter

Meanwhi |l e, as | understand the changes to be made are probably ninor,
and as it is a matter of extrene urgency to proceed with the

organi zation and training of the force, | have authorized the
re-organi zati on of Cdn units where necessary and their nove to Scotl and
for training t be undertaken forthwth.

(ibid., Ceneral MNaughton to General Brooke, 25 Apr 43.)

61. A second letter witten the foll owi ng day expressed General MNaughton's
satisfaction at the manner in which he had now been enabled to discharge his

speci al constitutional responsibility on behalf of Canada:

Further to ny letter to you of 25 April 1943, a copy of which

di scussed in some detail with Lt.-Gen. Nye, V.C.1.G S., yesterday

afternoon at the War Office.
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62.

Subsequent to this discussion | had a talk with Major-Ceneral Kennedy,
D.MO., and to nenbers of his staff in the course of which | was given
very satisfactory information covering the broader aspects of the

operation we have under consideration.

Later I met Maj-Ceneral Ranmsden, G O.C., 3 Div (British) and

Maj or - General Salnpbn, G O.C. 1 Cdn Div, at Norfol k House where | went
into the plans for the particular part of the operation now assigned to
3 Div (British) which it is contenplated should be taken over by

1 Cdn Div.

While naturally the details of these plans are subject to further
devel opnent in the light of the additional |ocal intelligence required,
| have ascertained that Major-Ceneral Salmon is satisfied with the role

whi ch he woul d be required to undertake.

On the basis of these inquiries, | cabled my Governnent |ast night

recommendi ng that their approval to our participation be given and

requesting a reply at the earliest.

I will advise you further so soon as this reply is received.

(ibid., CGeneral MNaughton - General Brooke, 26 Apr 43.)

On 27 Apr the matter again arose during a discussion between

Lt.-Gen. Ismy, C.O S to the British Prime Mnister, and General MNaughton

at the War Cabinet O fices. "Anmong other matters", wote General MNaughton
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in a menorandum of the discussion, "I nentioned that the Cdn conmanders woul d
be placed under cond General Al exander, the reason being that the only |ega
formula we had was the Visiting Forces Act which did not give authority to

pl ace Canadi an troops under other than a British cond. General |smy
suggested that soneone should tell General Eisenhower of this situation in
advance .... and | agreed that | would either do this nyself or arrange for
General Brooke to do so". (ibid., Menmorandum (29 Apr 43) of a Discussion

between Lt.-Gen. McNaughton and Lt.-Gen Isnmay on 27 Apr 43.)

63. That afternoon General MNaughton held a conference at CMH Q with
General Montague, Brigadiers Beanent, Rodger, and Foul kes and Lt.-Col. Spry.
Anmong ot her matters discussed, according to Lt.-Col. Spry's menorandum of the
nmeeting, "it was agreed that General MNaughton woul d cabl e General Ei senhower
expl ai ning the need for placing Cdn troops "in conbination' wth

British troops as at present there was no | egal machinery for placing

Cdn troops under command of other than British commanders". (ibid.

Menmor andum dated 6 May 43, of a conference held at CMH Q 1545 hours,

27 Apr 43). The final settlenment of these matters is recorded in a third
letter from General MNaughton to General Brooke dated 3 May quoted in part

bel ow.

On 28 April 1943, | received a cabl egram advising that | night expect an
Order in Council authorizing the detailing of the forces in while or in
part “in conbination' under the Visiting Forces Act, together with
appropriate instructions which would include the retention by the

Cdn Commander of his right of reference to the Cdn Governnent.
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64.

On 1 May 1943, | received by cable the text of the Order in Counci

above referred to, namely PC. 3464 dated 29 April 1943.

This Order in Council deals with "the serving together'; the placing in
end withdrawal from “in conbination'; “attachment'; and "~conmand' of the
conmbined forces. It provides for our relations with the Naval, Mlitary
and Air Force of any part of the British Comonweal th and unlike the
previous Orders in Council which it replaces, it is not restricted
geographically to Europe nor to the Mlitary and Air Forces of the

Uni ted Ki ngdom or of Australia and New Zeal and.

...... | am also instructed that "~Canadian participation is subject to
the retention by the Senior Cdn Conmbatant O ficer of the force concerned
of the right to refer to the Cdn Governnment, through' nme, “in respect of
any matter in which such forces are, or are likely to be, involved or
committed'. | aminformed that later instructions will issue in respect

to awards for gallantry, etc.

| have carefully studied these instructions, and in the result | am
satisfied that a thoroughly practicable and satisfactory systemfor the
command and adm ni stration of our forces can be set up......

(ibid., Ceneral MNaughton to General Brooke, 3 May 1943.)

On 28 Apr Ceneral MNaughton received from General Brooke a note of a

nore per sonal nature:
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My dear Andy:
I have received from General Mntgonery the foll owi ng nessage which
he has asked ne to pass to you: -
"Am del i ghted Canadi an Division will come under me for Husky."
Yours ever,
(Signed) A F. BROOKE

(ibid., 28 Apr 43.)

In reply General MNaughton sent the followi ng to General Brooke:

My dear Al an
Thank you for your note of 28 April 1943 giving Mnty's cable.
I will be very nmuch obliged if your staff would send the foll ow ng

reply for nme:

"For Montgonery from McNaught on.

Many thanks for your cable received through Brooke. Canada is sending
1 Cdn Div and 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde and certain ancillary units to

18 Arny Group under Allied Force HQ, North Africa. W have every
confidence in these formations and in their conmanders and feel sure

they will give a good account of thenselves in operation HUSKY.

Ki ndest personal regards and sincerest congratul ations on the
magni fi cent successes achi eved by Ei ghth Army under your conmand. "
Very sincerely yours,
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(Signed) A G L. MNaughton

(ibid., 29 Apr 43.)

65. An outline has been given above of the inportant conferences and

di scussions imedi ately arising out of the decision to include a Canadi an
force in Operation "HUSKY". To avoid repetition, nmuch of the significant

i nformati on disclosed at these conferences has been omtted here but will be
i ncluded in a general survey of the plans, to be presented in a later section
of this Report. The story now becones that of the

1st Canadi an Infantry Division. (Very detailed Menoranda on all these

meetings will be found in file P. A 1-14-1.)

(B) THE 1ST CANADI AN | NFANTRY DI VI SI ON TAKES OVER

66. No time was lost in informng the senior Canadian formations in the

Uni ted Kingdomthat a novenent of major inportance was taking place within the
Canadi an Arny whereby 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde were to nove from
Sout h Eastern Command to Scottish Command for advanced conbined training, in
accordance with a schedule laid down by the War Office. A letter by

Bri gadi er Foul kes addressed to the Commander, 1 Cdn Corps

(Lt.-Gen. H.D.G Crerar, C.B., D.S.0), and repeated to 2 Cdn Corps, C.MH Q,
Sout h Eastern Comrand, and the War Office was sent on 24 Apr 43 outlining the
training policy to be followed by the two Canadi an formations. The letter
ends, "arrangenents for training 2 and 3 Cdn Divs are also part of the
security cover plan", for the nmovenent of a mmajor Canadian formation within
the United Kingdom coul d not be acconplished without some coment, and it was
i mportant fromthe beginning to attenpt to create the inpression that
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1 Cdn Div was nmerely carrying out an advanced stage of the conbi ned operations

training it had already commenced sonme nonths before (see Report No. 93).

67. The arrival of the Divisional Staff O ficers in LONDON to attend the
first conference did not pass unnoticed; the |arge nunber of 1 Cdn Div staff
cars bearing the red patch parked in the vicinity of CMH Q,

Cockspur Street, on Easter Sunday, made it obvious to such officers as entered
the building at the tinme that there was "sonething in the wind" as far as

1 Cdn Div was concerned (Evidence of Hist Ofr, CMHQ).

68. The actual handover of 3 (Brit) Div's role in Operation "HUSKY" to

1 Cdn Div was in the nature of an Operation in itself, known by the code nane
"SWFT". The handover was to be conpleted by 25 Apr 43 at Norfol k House.

Each 3 Div Branch handed over to its Canadi an counterpart on a
Branch-to-Branch basis. The procedure adopted was as follows: each 3 Div
file was handed over individually to the Canadi an opposite number by a
British officer, and the contents of each file explained. |In addition to the
files, certain nmenoranda, instructions, etc., were studied by the opposite
nunbers together so that there would be no doubt or m sunderstandi ng of the
contents by the receiving party. (C. P.S. file 100, Mnutes of A/ Q Conference,
25 Apr 43.) The followi ng were the heads of branches and services, 1 Cdn Div,

with their British counterparts:

CANADI AN BRI Tl SH
Lt.-Col. G Kitching GSO 1 Lt.-Col. GGH WIson
Lt.-Col. WP. G lbride AA &QMG Lt.-Col. E.J. Montgonery
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Bri gadi er A. Bruce Matthews C. R A. Brigadier G G Mears

Col. C H Playfair A.D.M S. Col. R D. Caneron
Lt.-Col. D.G J. Farquharson A.D.O. S. Lt.-Col. Wbrsdell
Lt.-Col. J.K Bradford CREME Lt.-Col. J.E Land
Lt.-Col. H L. Pease CRASC Lt.-Col. A K Yapp
Lt.-Col. J.H Eaman O C Div Sigs Lt.-Col. Muntford
Lt.-Col. G Wilsh CRE Lt.-Col. K W Urquhart

69. On 27 Apr 43, Ceneral MNaughton issued a Directive addressed to the
G OC., 1 Cdn Div, and to the conmander, 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde, outlining the
policy that was to be followed by both these formations for the inpending

Operation. This ran as foll ows:

OPERATIONAL ROLE 1 CDN DIV AND 1 CDN ARMY TANK BDE

1. Subject to the approval of the Canadi an Governnent, arrangenents are
being made for 1 Cdn Div, 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde, and certain ancillary
troops to participate in the operation under British command. It is now
consi dered essential to clarify the necessary adjustnments to the nornal

system of command and adninistration resulting fromthis decision.

HEADQUARTERS 1 CDN DIV AND 1 CDN ARMY TANK BDE

2. Headquarters 1 Cdn Div and 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde now planning in
London will come under command C.MH Q, forthwith for all purposes
except: -

(a) War Ofice - for training, operations, intelligence, security.
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(b) First Cdn Armmy - for conpletion G 1098. All questions of
policy will be referred to CMH Q, for consideration and to

advi se the Seni or Conbatant O ficer, Canadian Army Overseas.

1 CDN DIV LESS H. Q

1 CDN ARMY TANK BDE LESS H. Q

3. 1 Cdn Div and 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde | ess their respective H Qs., will
remai n under cond 1 Cdn Corps while in Sussex. These will be
admi ni stered by the Special Increments to be established under GSD. 602.
In order not to interfere or disturb the planning of the operation now
in progress in London, 1 Cdn Corps will issue any orders and
instructions to 1 Cdn Div and to 1 Cdn Arnmy Tank Bde through the

Speci al Increments concerned. As and when units or sub-units of

1 Cdn Div and 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde nobve out of the Sussex area, they cone
under comd CMH Q, for all purposes, except as detailed in para 2

above.

MOVES TO TRAI Nl NG AREAS

4. Mbves to training areas will be arranged direct between
War Office, HQ, 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde and the Increnment Establishnents.

I ncrement Establishments will keep 1 Cdn Corps i nforned.

TEMPORARY COMVANDER

5. In order that all questions of policy regarding equipnent, specia
establishnents, order of battle, etc., may be given proper
consideration, Comd 1 Cdn Div and Cond 1 Cdn Arny Tank Bde wi || appoint
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an Acting Cond to act for them on any occasi ons when they may be absent

fromtheir Headquarters.

COVVAND AND RESPONSI BI LI TY OUTSI DE U. K.

This matter will be subject to a special direction to be issued later.
(CWHQ File 3/SICILY/1, CGeneral MNaughton to G O C.,

1 Cdn Div and Cond 1 Cdn Armmy Tk Bde, dated 27 Apr 43.)

70. It has been seen above that 3 Div experienced considerable difficulty in
pl anni ng for an Operation whose final and firm Qutline Plan as slow in
reaching the United Kingdom \Wen the Canadi ans took over, a good deal of the
prelim nary spade work had been done over fairly rocky ground. The War O fice
and the officers of 3 Div were able to hand over to 1 Cdn Div a snoothly
functioni ng planning organi zati on, which did not suffer frominterruption
during the takeover. At this date it was not anticipated that there would be
any major alterations either in the General Plan or in the planning in spite
of this substitution of Divisions (C.P.S. Telegrans File, Tel GP (1)S.D/ 40135,

Force 545 to War Office, 25 Apr 43).

71. In addition to the British officers who stayed on to assist 1 Cdn Div
and 1 Cdn Arnmy Tk Bde in the planning, certain specially trained officers of

t he Canadi an Pl anning Staff were attached to Divisional Headquarters, and
these officers were largely instrunmental in inplementing the decisions reached
at the daily "G', "A & Q' and Inter-Services conferences. A list of the

officers at HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, HQ 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde,
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Canadi an Pl anning Staff and increments will be found in Appendix "E"

(File P.A 1-14-1, undated list of above nentioned officers, filed 28 May 43).

72. No attenpt will be nade here to explain in detail the nmechani sm of

pl anni ng procedure. Insofar as this narrative is concerned, it is sufficient
to give a brief outline of the manner in which this procedure was carried out
with respect to Operation "HUSKY": three conferences were held each norning
at consecutive hours under the auspices of the General Staff Branch, the

"A & Q Branch and of the three Services (Naval, Arny and Air) conbi ned,

better known as the Inter-Services. All of these conferences were attended by
representatives of the different Branches and Services, and of the Royal Navy,
Royal Air Force and the War Office. Thus, agenda arising out of these
conferences could al ways be dealt with by the Branch or Service concerned
through its representative, and by this system conpl ete co-ordination and
co-operation in such a conplex organi zati on was ensured. The Executive

Pl anni ng Section of the War Cabi net Joint Planning Staff also nmet regularly at
Nor f ol k House to consider matters concerning the operation. (The m nutes of
all these conferences are to be found in the following files at present in the
custody of Historical Section, CMHQ: CP.S 100, 1210, 1010, 1018, and

2002.)

73. The problens and difficulties in nounting a Force that was to be
sea-borne to its point of contact with the eneny were nost conplicated, and
consi derable care had to be exercised by the Planning Staff to ensure that not
a single item however small, was forgotten. Operation orders, both

General Staff and Adm nistrative, had to be prepared without omtting the npst
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mnute detail. Intelligence reports fromthe M ddl e East were received from
day-to-day, which, in many cases, necessitated inportant changes in the final

draft of the Operation Order.

74. It will be remenbered that the Assault Force proceeding fromthe
Uni ted Ki ngdom was divided into Force "A" and Force "B", |ater re-designated
Force "X" and Force "Y' (see para 45). It was subsequently decided to plan

for Force "B" independently of Force "A", and for this reason its devel opnent
and planning was carried out quite apart fromthe latter and, because of the
| ack of accommopdation at Norfol k House, this was done at Devonshire House,

al so in LONDON.

75. Once it became known t the Mddle East that 1 Cdn Inf Div was sel ected
to replace 3 Div, Force 545 despatched a telegramto the War Office to the
following effect: "Require Commander, Gl and A/ Q one Canadi an Div in CAl RO
forthwith. Please arrange earliest priority air passages." Two additional
tel egrams requested that the C.R A, one brigade commander, two battalion
commanders, the CR E., and the OC Div Sigs be also included in the party.
(C.P.S. File 1020, Tel GP (1) 4007, C.-in-C. ME. to WO., 25 Apr 43;

C.P.S. Telegrams File Vol 1, Tel GP (1) 40327, Force 545 to WO., 26 Apr 43;

Tel GP 1, 40798, 27 Apr 43, Force 545 to WO.)

76. The conposition of this party |ed Major-Ceneral Salnmon to believe that
the assault would be on a one-brigade front and that a change in plan was

i ndicated. He sent a telegramto Maj.-CGen. F.W de Guingand, D.S. O,

Force 545, asking for confirmation of this:
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...... as | nust make outline plan before leaving in order that
staff may continue detailed planning. Mself and party as
requested by you anticipate |eaving Thursday subject to
availability aircraft.
(C.P.S. TelegramFile Tel 74016 G S. (P) War Ofice to

Force 545, dated 26 Apr 43.)

Maj . - Gen. de CGuingand sent the follow ng reply:

(O

77.

...... Some nodification in your role may result from Conference being

hel d Al giers norning 28 April. Until then all | can give you is that

di vision may be required either to foll owup through the successful

| andi ngs on one Brigade Front or to assault on one Brigade Front.

Former is nost likely. WII signal you i medi ately decision reached.
(ibid., Tel GP (1) 40805, Force 545 to WO.,

dated 27 Apr 43.)

THE CAIRO VISIT: THE DEATH OF MAJOR- GENERAL

SALMON AND APPOI NTMENT OF MAJOR- GENERAL SI MONDS

No i nformation was received fromthe Mddle East on the results of the

conference referred to in the tel egram above, but Maj.-Gen. Sal nron on 29 Apr

nonet hel ess continued with his original

Ar

passage was arranged through the Air

avail able for the journey. A last-m nute change was nade when the

two battalion conmanders (who had not yet been specifically naned) were

replaced by the DDA G, CMH Q (Brigadier AW Beanment) and the AQ MG,
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2 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Col. D.K. Tow) (CMHQ File 3/SICILY 1, Menorandum by

Bri gadi er Beanent, dated 28 Apr 43). It was further instructed that Lt.-Col.
(now Brigadier) Tow would remain in the Mddle East until further orders. It
had been originally planned to send Maj.-CGen. Salnmon and his Staff Oficers by
air on the night of 28 Apr 43 and Bri gadi er Beanent and Lt.-Col. Tow were to

proceed on the followi ng day in another aircraft.

78. The first party consisted of -
Maj.-CGen. H.L.N. Salmon, MC. (GOC 1 Cdn Div)

Rear Admiral P.J. Mack, D.S. O, R N (Naval Force Commander)

Capt. Sir T.L. Beevor, RN

Lt.-Col. GGH WIlson, (GS. O 1, 3 (Br) Dv)

Lt.-Col. CJ. Finlay, (AA &QMG, 1 Cdn Div) (lately appointed)
(C.P.S. File 2000, Instruction signed by Lt.-Col. Kitching re

Air Trip - First Party, 28 Apr 43.)

They took off in a Hudson tw n-engined aircraft at about 0900 hours on

29 Apr 43. Near BARNSTAPLE, Devonshire, the aircraft crashed and burned.
Gen. Salnmon and all the other occupants were killed. Departure of the second
aircraft was postponed. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Notes by Senior Oficer,

C.MHQ, 29 Apr 43.)

79. Maj . - Gen. Mont ague tel ephoned the news of the accident over the

scranbl er tel ephone to Lt.-Col. D.C. Spry, P.A to General MNaughton, who was
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at his el bow during the conversation. The followi ng extract is from

General Mbontague's notes:

...... The GO C -in-C. then gave nme the follow ng instructions:

(a) Walsh to be dropped fromthe second plane. Kitching, G S. O 1,
1 Cdn Div, to go in his place and Kitching and Vokes were to start
the conversations in Africa.

(b) Sinonds is to take command of 1 Cdn Div.

(c) I amto ask Wwar Office for a plane tonorrow.

Penhal e i nstructed as above and phoned instructions to Kitching over

scranmbler......

(ibid.)

80. "Si nonds", nentioned above, was of course Mj.-Gen.

(later Lt.-Gen.) G G Sinonds, C.B.E., then nemy appointed GO C. 2 Cdn Div,
and previously B.G S. 1 Cdn Corps. During the final weeks prior to his

appoi ntnent to command 2 Cdn Div, General Sinonds (then a Brigadier) visited
the Eighth Arnmy which was engaged in battle with Rormel's Africa Corps in
North Africa. During his stay in North Africa, General Sinonds, after an
interview with General Montgonmery, proceeded to 10 Corps where he was
attached. He studied the organization of Main Eighth Arnmy Headquarters during
the planning stage for the attack by 30 Corps to break through the WADI AKARI T
position while 10 Corps was to pass through the gap and exploit in the open
country to the north. Throughout the remai nder of the operations up to the
fall of SOUSE, he acconpani ed the Corps Commander with his Recce Group. Late
in April he returned to England to take over 2 Cdn Inf Div. This experience
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in North Africa was to prove of imeasurable value to General Sinmonds for, by
virtue of his appointnent as GO C. 1 Cdn Div, he was later to direct a
division in battle under General Mntgonmery. (References to General Sinonds'

visit to North Africa will be found in Report No. 95, Historical officer,

C.MH Q)

81. At 1430 hours on the afternoon of 29 Apr 43, General MNaughton advi sed
General Sinmonds at H Q, First Cdn Arny, that "he was to command 1 Cdn Div
vice Major-Ceneral Salnmon...... and that he was to put hinself in the picture
in regard to the forthcom ng operation as quickly as possible" (File P.A.

1-14-1, Menorandum of Conversations, dated 1 May 43).

82. Shortly afterwards Major A F.B. Knight (D.A QMG,

Canadi an Planning Staff, attached to HQ, 1 Cdn Div), advised

Maj . - Gen. Montague that the occupants of the crashed aircraft were as
originally detailed and that the CR A, 1 Cdn Div, Brigadier Bruce Mtthews,
was not aboard as at first believed (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Notes by

Senior Oficer, CMH Q, 29 Apr 43).

83. The substitution of Lt.-Col. Kitching for Lt.-Col. Walsh on the aircraft
| eavi ng that afternoon was then arranged and a request was nade for an

additional aircraft to be ready for the followi ng day (30 Apr 43)% for

4 It will be noted that a discrepancy exists with respect to the
date on which Ceneral Sinonds was to | eave for CAI RO between this
docunent and the one referred to in para 95. No doubt General Sinonds
del ayed his departure by one day in order to acquaint hinself thoroughly
with the general picture before |eaving.
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General Sinmonds and the officers who were selected to formhis party. A
ruling from higher authority had to be obtained because of the shortage of
aircraft and that afternoon the Deputy Chief of the Inperial General Staff

hi msel f visited the Vice Chief of Air Staff to make the request. (ibid.)

84. Meanwhi | e, General MNaughton instructed that in the first aircraft
there woul d be Brigadi ers Beanent and Vokes and Lt.-Cols. Kitching and Tow, in
addition to the Naval personnel whomthe War O fi ce woul d name as havi ng been
appointed to replace Rear Adniral Mack and Capt Beevor. He further instructed
that Lt.-Col. G lbride would become AA & QMG , 1 Cdn Div, but would
continue with the planning in LONDON. GCeneral Sinonds, Brigadier Mtthews,
Lt.-Col. Walsh, Lt.-Col. Eaman and Maj or Knight were to proceed on the

following day in the second aircraft. (ibid.)

85. Meanwhi | e, there arose the question of whether or not security would be
conmprom sed should General Salnobn's death be nmade public. It was of the

ut nost i nmportance that none of the Canadi an troops stationed in the

Uni ted Ki ngdom shoul d have any inkling of the crashed aircraft's destination.
Except for one or two suspected cases, there was no breach of security, and
the incident of General Salnmon's unfortunate and untinely death soon ceased to
be the subject of discussion and speculation (ibid. H st Sec File "HUSKY",

1 Cdn Fd Security Sec C/F War Diary).

86. However, a nore serious aspect of this matter, fromthe point of view of
security, was the manner in which General Salnon's death was to be announced t
Canada. Quite obviously, since any |arge-scale novenent of Canadian troops in
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the United Ki ngdom woul d indicate that sonething nore than mere routine
training was afoot and there were at that time no Canadi an forces operating
overseas fromthe United Kingdom it was very undesirable to call public
attention to the 1st Canadian Division. Too nuch publicity attached to
General Salnon's death, therefore, was to be avoided. In fact, at the

War Office the Inter-Services Security Board (I1.S.S.B.) were agai nst any

advi ce of the accident being forwarded to Canada. General Montague was of the
opposi te opinion, however, and felt strongly that Canada woul d have to be

advised. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Notes...29 Apr 43.)

87. The C.1.G S., GCeneral Brooke, was informed of the accident |ate that
afternoon, and he al nost inmediately comruni cated with General MNaughton by

t el ephone, expressing the wish that any information of the accident going to
Canada shoul d be suppressed. It was only after sonme discussion that he agreed
t hat Canada shoul d be advised. Accordingly, the Army Comrmander instructed

General Montague

............ to advise Stuart by open cable that "Sal non and Finl ay
were killed in flying accident over southwest England this
norni ng" and that | amto have D.D.P. R advise the British press.

(ibid.)
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88. At 1955 hours that evening, CGeneral MNaughton® confirned

General Montague's telegramto CGeneral Stuart with the follow ng:

MOST SECRET. FOR STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON.

PARA |. YOU WLL HAVE HAD MONTAGUE' S CABLE REPORTI NG LOSS

MAJOR- GENERAL H. L. N. SALMON AND LT. COL C.F.J. FINLAY I N Al RCRAFT

ACCI DENT OVER SOUTH WEST ENGLAND. | WOULD APPRECI ATE YOUR CONVEYI NG MY
DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO THE BEREAVED FAM LI ES AND AN EXPRESSI ON OF THE VERY
GREAT LOSS WHI CH THE CDN ARMY HAS ALSO SUSTAI NED I N THE DEATH OF THESE

OUTSTANDI NG OFFI CERS.

PARA I1. NO REPEAT NO REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE FACT THAT THESE
OFFI CERS VERE ON THEI R WAY TO CONFERENCE | N CAlI RO CONCERNI NG PROSPECTI VE

OPERATION 1 CDN DI V.

PARA 111. MAJOR-CGENERAL G G SI MONDS HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO COMVAND
1 CDN DIV AND HE W LL LEAVE BY AlR FOR CAlI RO TOMORROW

LT. COL. WP. G LBRIDE HAS REPLACED LT. COL. FINLAY AS AA&QVMG 1 CDN DI V.

PARA |V. ADVANCE GROUP COWPRI SING BRIG. A W BEAMENT, D A G, CVHQ ,

LT. COL TOW AQMG 2 CDN CORPS BRIG C. VOKES, COVD 2 CDN I NF BDE AND

SAir Chief Marshal Sir Charles Portal tel ephoned General MNaughton
and expressed his deepest synpathy for the | oss of
Maj or - General H.L.N. Salmon and Lt.-Col. C F.J. Finlay and stated that
he regretted "that the R A . F. should have been the cause of the |oss of
these two outstanding officers.” (File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum dated
30 Apr 43.)
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LT. COL. G KITCHING GSO 1, 1 CDN DIV LEFT BY AIR TH' S

AFTERNOON. . ..........

PARA VI. ARRANGEMENTS FOR EQUI PMENT AND SPECI AL TRAI NI NG PROCEEDI NG

SATI SFACTORI LY.

(CMHQ File 3/SICILY/ 1, Tel GS 954, 29 Apr 43.)

89. Maj .- Gen. Sinonds arrived at Norfol k House late that afternoon. After

fam liarizing hinself with the Qutline Plan and the progress so far nade under

General Salnon's direction, he sent the following telegramto Force 545:

Bl GOT HUSKY
Personal for General De CGuingand from Conmander 1 Canadi an Div.

Ref erence your GP (1) 40805 OF 27 Apr. In absence information as to

deci si ons reached at conference ALG ERS 28 April am continuing to plan

on assaulting at CENT on tow brigade front. Request confirmation of
role prior to nmy departure 1 May.

(C.P.S. File Telegrams Vol 1, Tel GS (P) 74969, 29 Apr 43.)

A reply to the above was received on 30 Apr 43:
From Force 545 for Comd. One Canadian Div. From
General De Guingand. Your 74969 G S. (P) conference still sitting
Algiers to decide final plan. You should definitely prepare to
assault on two Bde. front. Possibly on Beaches 57 or 58.

(C.P.S. File Tel egrans, Tel GP 10/42111, C.in-C. ME. to WO., 30 Apr 43.)
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The indefinite nature of this tel egram hindered planning for the next two or
three days since it was now projected to assault on a beach sone 50 niles to
the south-east of the original target, in addition to which the assault was to
take place on a two-brigade front. this would nean, of course, a conplete
revision of that part of the planning which was concerned with the beaches
thenmsel ves and the hinterland in the area. This affected the preparation of
intelligence sunmaries, maps and beach di agranms, enemny coastal defences, etc.
not to nention beach | andings parties and the naval participation in the

assaul t.

90. Actual ly General Mntgonery had devel oped still another plan differing
fromthe previous one. As a result of the difficulties he experienced in
driving the Axis troops from nountai nous positions in Tunisia he had conme to
the conclusion that a greater concentration of effort was essential and

i nsi sted on having his corps and divisions within supporting di stance of each

other (MO. 1 Report, op. cit.). On 25 Apr he held a conference at CAI RO

where he el aborated this idea. The follow ng graphic account of this
conference has been given fromnmenory by Condr K S. Maclachlan, R C. N V.R

who attended the conference:

I was present at the Conference held at G H Q, CAIRO on Easter Sunday,
25 Apr 43, at which words spoken by General Montgonmery started the bal
rolling for the final nmonmentous changes in the Plan for Operation

" HUSKY" .
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When Ceneral Montgonery, with pointer in hand, took the floor, he had
before hima 12' by 12' plastic profile of Sicily. He comenced by
outlining briefly the original plan for Operation "HUSKY" in which it
was proposed to attack all around Sicily including the inportant harbour
city of PALERMO. He concluded his remarks saying, "W won't do it this
way. We'Ill deliver the attack on the southeastern part of the island
and fight the battle on the CATANIA Plain. This is the 8th Arny way of
fighting and it will either be done that way, or they will get sonebody

else to do it".

I can well renenber the bonmbshell effect with which these words fel

upon the assenbl ed group of very high-ranking Naval, Arny and Air Force
offficers. Certainly no one but Mntgonmery could have said them and
have gotten away with it. General Montgonmery had cone to the Conference
acconpani ed by Admiral Ranmsay (Naval Comrander, Eastern Task Force) and,
| suspect, they must have reached an agreenent on Montgonmery's new Pl an,
for he made no comment on the proposed change after General Mntgonery's
declaration. As far as | can renenber the followi ng were the principa

of ficers present.

Royal Navy: Rear-Admiral R R MGigor

Rear-Admi ral T. Troubridge

Arny: Lt.-General Sir Oiver Leese, GO C. , 30 Corps,
Lt.-General M C. Denpsey, G O C., 13 Corps,
Maj or - General Berney-Ficklin, GOC , 5 Div, and
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Maj or - General Kirkman, G O.C., 50 Div.

O f-hand | cannot say who were the Senior R A F. representatives. In
addition to these officers there were al so present the planning

operations staff of the three Services.

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/B/F, Account given to Mjor Sesia
by Commander K. S. Maclachlan, R C. N V.R , Personal Staff
O ficer to Rear Admiral T. Troubridge, Comrander

Force "G'.)

91. These proposals were not accepted at first by Admi ral Cunni ngham or

Air Chief Marshal Tedder who insisted on the capture of the GELA airfields.
Finally however General Montgonery's plan was accepted and the British task
force was concentrated, assaulting the southeastern corner of the island. The
western assault was given up and the Anerican task force switched to attack
the GELA area. This plan, which was finally approved by the Conbi ned Chiefs

of Staff on 12 May, will be dealt with in nore detail below. (MO 1 Report,

op. cit.)

92. At 0800 hours, 30 Apr 43, Ceneral Sinmonds breakfasted with

General MNaughton and di scussed many matters with him General Sinonds said
that he would fly to CAIRO on the followi ng norning, 1 May, and included with
his party was Rear-Adnmiral Sir Philip L. Vian, KB.E., D.S.0, RN, who has
been appointed by the Admralty as Naval Force Comrander in succession to
Admiral Mack. Speaking of the Plan, General Sinonds stated that he had gone
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over all the papers and that he was satisfied with the general arrangenents
and plans for the operation. He said that he was not disturbed by the
possible mnor alterations in the Plan which mght involve a change froma two
to a one-brigade assault. He said that since arrangenments had been nade for
the training of two assault brigades, a possible reduction to one brigade
woul d present no trouble. (File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum of Conversation

General MNaughton - Maj or-CGeneral Sinonds, 30 Apr 43.)

93. The conversation also touched upon initial adnministrative matters. A
nost inportant point was dealt with by General MNaughton when he spoke of the
rel ati ons between CGeneral Sinmonds, General MNaughton and the

Canadi an Government, and advi sed General Sinonds that he had the "right of
reference" to the Canadi an Covernment, but that this should be exercised in

extrene cases only. (ibid.)

94. The first aircraft left HENDON airfield at 0915 hours, 30 Apr 43. The
party consisted of Brigadiers Vokes and Beanment, and Lt.-Cols. Tow, Kitching
and Eaman. G braltar was reached at approxi mately 1645 hours and on the

foll owing afternoon at 1745 hours (London tine) the aircraft touched down at
HELI OPOLI S aircraft (on the outskirts of CAIRO). That evening they net
Brigadier G Walsh, B.G S. 30 Corps, Brigadier P. Sewell, D.A. & QMG

30 Corps, and Col onel Stewart, C.S.O 30 Corps. Here the party split up and
Bri gadi er Beanent and Lt.-Col. Tow concerned thenselves with purely "A" & "Q'
matters, while Brigadier Vokes and Lt.-Cols. Kitching and Eaman comenced
conversations with the Operations Branch pendi ng General Sinonds' arrival. It
nmust be remenbered that Eighth Army was still operationally engaged in Tunisia
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at that time and is not to be confused with Force 545. This Force was
actually the Planning Staff for Eighth Arny and consisted of some of the staff
and Services Oficers fromArnmy, plus officers especially detailed to assist
in the planning (see para 38 above). On 10 May it was redesignated

"12th Arnmy" (Hi st Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/B/F, Diary 29 Apr - 4 Muy;
CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Tel 132 141/F61 G (P) from FORTUNE, 10 May 43.) The
situation was described by Brigadier Beament in his Report on the trip which

is quoted in part bel ow

While | was in the country (Egypt), the 8th Arny and the

18th Arny Gp were still fighting the battle, but a Planning Staff
for the 8th Arny (Force 545) had been created in Cairo and a

Pl anning Staff for the 18th Arny Gp (Force 141) had been created
at Bouzarea outside Algiers. HQ 13 AND 30 Corps had been
withdrawn to Cairo for planning purposes. The Planning Staffs,
Force 141 and 545, were purely planning organi zati ons and where
executive decisions required, it was necessary to obtain the

concurrence of GHQ ME or AFHQ as appropri ate.

It will therefore be seen that it was necessary for ne at one tine
or another to deal with seven different HQS, nanely - GHQ ME,
Force 545, 30 Corps, 8th Army, 18th Arny G oup, AFHQ Force 141.
The problem was further conplicated by the great distances

i nvolved, the fact that sonme of these HQ had only been recently
created and that some of themwere still engaged in battle, the

di vision of their functions and responsibilities were not in al
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cases perfectly clear and that there were in certain cases rather
definite clashes in personality.
(File P.A. 1-14-1 Report on Trip to the Mddle
East and North Africa, 29 Apr 43 to 14 May 43 by

Bri gadi er Beanment, 21 May 43.)

95. The second plane carrying the new G O.C. left on the follow ng day. At

a later date General Sinonds gave the follow ng account of the trip:

We took off from Hendon Airfield at approximately 0945 hrs, 1 May 43.
The party consisted of Rear-Admiral Vian, Lt.-Col. Wl sh,

Lt.-Comdr. Rivers-Snmith, Major Knight and nyself. After an al nost
overnight halt at Port Reith, Cornwall, we arrived at G braltar at about

0900 hrs, 2 May.

When | had left London | knew that a change in the Plan had been
contenpl ated but had no idea of the Plan as it stood. At Gbraltar |
met General Browning who said that the change of Plan was still to the

fore but that it was still not firm

We left Gbraltar at about 0900 hrs and | anded at Mai son Bl anche
Airfield, near Al giers, at approximtely 1330 hrs where we were advi sed
that further progress eastward had to be delayed owing to sandstorns. |
took advantage of this delay to visit 15 Arny Group H Q where | was

given a new Plan but was told that it was still not the final Plan.
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We took off from Maison Bl anche at about 0500 hrs, 4 May, and reached
Cairo at about 1700 hrs. At 0630 hrs the followi ng norning (5 May) |
went to Force 545 H. Q where | net Brigadier Walsh, B.G S. 30 Corps and
he gave nme the outline of the new and firmPlan. Following nmy talk with
Brigadier Walsh | studied all the latest Intelligence summaries and what
i nformation was avail able on the new beached we were now to assault. |
then went to the Mbdel Room and deci ded how | wanted to carry out ny

share of the task allotted to 30 Corps.

After | had decided on a Plan, | nmet Adnmiral Vian who told ne that he
did not |ike the beaches, and considered them unsuitable for assault
craft; but we decided and agreed that in spite of the difficulties the

assault was feasible, and we could carry it out.

At 1200 hrs | met Lieut.-General Sir Oiver Leese, G O C 30 Corps, hy
appoi ntnent. He confirnmed that tasks of the Division and | told himny
Plan in outline, with which he agreed. | pointed out to himthat the
eneny coastal defences on the right and | eft flanks of our sector

requi red special attention and he agreed that 51st (Hi ghland) Division
woul d clear the defences on the right flank, and concurred on the

i nter-divisional boundary. He agreed also to |eave the

Royal Marine Conmandos with ne (it had been decided to use them

el sewhere) to pinch out the defences on the left flank.

| pointed out to General Leese that tinme was short as far as we were
concerned, and that | had to get back to England within two weeks at the
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outside. | told him!l had to put forward a firmplan, and | eave Cairo
with the clear understanding that whatever Plan | took back with ne
coul d not change as the | oading of the ships was soon about to start and

this could not be del ayed.

In the afternoon | made a further study of the map and nodel, and put
the Plan down on paper and cabled it hone that night. The Plan was
cabled to England within 24 hours of ny arrival in Cairo and was never

changed si nce.

Most of the rermainder of my tine in Cairo was taken up with three

matters which | had to settle before | left:

(1) Bidding on the shipping. | tried to get two small infantry assault
ships so that the Conmandos could be carried and | anded one hour

bef ore our assault, but in this | was unsuccessf ul

(2) Inter-Divisional boundary with 51st (Hi ghland) Division. | had a
nunber of meetings with the G O C. 51ST (Hi ghland) Division
Maj or - General Wnberley, and his GS.O |, Lt.-Col. Urquhurt, to
make certain that we were properly tied in on the right flank as

regards junction points.

(3) The landing and subsequent advance of 231 Inf Brigade G oup. | had

to ensure that this brigade's advance inland would tie in with
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1 Cdn Inf Bde's subsequent tasks after Pachino Airfield had been

capt ur ed.

| also had conferences with both the C.C.R A and CC. R E., 30 Corps,
and with the Intelligence Branch dealing with the latter in particular
as regards photographs, and stressing the need for detailed information
regardi ng the beaches. | asked for a submarine reconnai ssance of these
beaches and arranged that we should send one of our photo |I.O s to Malta
before we sailed fromthe United Kingdom He would remain in Malta to
rejoin our convoy on D2 with all the latest information and

phot ographs. | also arranged for themto send to nme in England one of
their owmn photo |I.O s to arrive a week before we sailed, and he was to
be fully briefed with the latest information up to that tinme. |
arranged that 51st (Hi ghland) Division wuld send an L.O. to ne who
woul d arrive one week before we sailed, and fully briefed on their

operation.

| left Cairo with my party at 1105 hrs, Sunday, 9 May 43. Admiral Vian
and his staff officer did not return with us. W stopped at

Castel Benito, Gbraltar, and finally | anded at Lyneham Airfield after
our navi gator had al nost | ost ne somewhere over Eire. From here we

proceeded to London by train arriving at 1500 hrs, 11 May.

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/G O C, Menorandum of
conversation between General Sinmonds and Maj or Sesia at
H Q 2 Cdn Corps, 12 Mar 44.)
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(d) "A & Q' Aspects of the Planning

97. Wth General Sinmonds' return, planning increased at an intense pace.
Little tinme could be | ost as deadlines for final |oading and shipping dates
wer e approaching. The operational plan will be presented in detail below At
this point it would be well to consider certain "A" and "Q' aspects of the
detail ed planning for the enploynment of a Canadian force in a climte very
different fromthat to which they had been accustonmed during three years of
training in England. Lt.-Col. Glbride, AA & QMG , 1 Cdn Inf Div,

di scussed many of the administrative problens in the planning of "HUSKY" at a

| ater date. His account is in part as follows:

The planning for operation HUSKY invol ved a great nunber of detailed

cal cul ations and many probl ens which had never risen before presented

t hensel ves, such as waterproofing of Sherman tks and the type of

equi pnment Cdn Arny personnel should bring with theminto battle, when
fighting with British frms. The spare parts situation in the Mddle
East and the sources of maintenance had to be considered plus the type
of veh for beach | anding, for exanple, 4 x 4 vehs to cross sandbars,
cutting out water trailers and using water trucks instead. W had to
make certain that nothing was forgotten since there would be no shipping
fromthe United Kingdomfor this operation until 42 days after the

| andi ng. . ...

The Mai ntenance Project covered practically all details, fromwhich we
knew the contents of every lorry, and the drivers thensel ves knew what

78 Report No. 126



was in their lorries, where they were to go on |anding and once they

arrived there, what to do.......

When the wat erproofing of vehs was conpl eted vehs and stores were call ed
to the ports of enbarkation and this proceeded smoothly. W were able,
in addition, to work in quite a nunber of spare vehs, but although we
were assured that the majority of our 3-tonners were satisfactory and
that the heights of the cabs were correct, we found that we had to cut
down | oads and heights on a ot of the vehs at the last mnute. The

stowi ng of the vehs was carried out efficiently and wi thout hindrance.

We al so had to make detail ed arrangenments in noving inportant stores to
vehs such as amm, supplies and water. We had to nmake sure that the
right stores and nan were placed on the right veh to bal ance out the

proper sub convoy.

During all the adnministrative planning we dealt with the War OFfice on
any special equi pments or changes of equipnments, with CVHQ for any
requests to depart from Canadi an policy and on "A" matters and with

1 Cdn Armmy for conpletion of GL098 equi pnent. Qur greatest difficulty
was the fact that this Division was not conpletely nobilized when we
commenced preparing for a conbined operation. Had the Division been
previously nobilized it would not have been as difficult a preparation

as it turned out to be during the planning stage........
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(Hist Sec File Italy 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/0/D,
Account by Lt.-Co. WP. Glbride, AA &QMG,
1 Cdn Div. Gven 9 Cct 43 at Div H Q area near

LUCERA, Italy.)

98. Many of the inportant decisions of the "A" and "Q' Planning resulted
fromthe visit of Brigadier Beanent and Lt.-Col. Tow to North Africa and the
M ddl e East. They attended neetings at CAI RO and ALG ERS at which a wi de
range of "A" and "Q' nmatters were discussed. Decisions were nmade and brought
back to the United Kingdom for final approval. (File P.A 1-14-1, Record of
"A" and "Q'" MEETING GH Q, MEF. 4 May; Record of Meeting at A F. H Q,

10 May; Report of Trip to the Mddle East and North Africa by

Bri gadi er Beanent 29 Apr to 14 May 43, dated 21 May 43.)

99. It was considered essential to have a Canadian "A" Staff elenent at
General Al exander's Headquarters, although as far as possible, the Canadi an
forces were to work through the normal British Staff channels. The

Canadi an "A" system however, differed in many respects fromthe British, and
hence required separate treatment. As a result of Brigadier Beanent's
recommendati on, and follow ng approval of A F.H Q, a Canadian Section C. H Q
1st Echel on was authorized at General Al exander's Headquarters. As a basic
principle, it was laid down that all matters of administration were to be
dealt with to the hi ghest degree possible through normal Staff and Comand
channels. The chief functions of Cdn Sec GH Q, 1 Ech, under an A A &
QMG (Lt.-Col. Tow) were (a) to provide a direct liaison on all except
operational matters between the Canadi an service authorities in the
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Uni ted Ki ngdom and t he Commander-in-Chief, (b) to act as a channel of

comuni cation on adm nistrative matters between the Canadi an Force Commander
in the field and the Canadi an service authorities in the United Kingdom or

t he Commander-in-Chief, as m ght be appropriate and (c) to provide a

Canadi an Staff El enent at the Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief to assist
and advise the principal Staff O ficers concerned in nattes which were
peculiarly Canadian. There were to be no Canadi an representatives at

i nterveni ng headquarters. (ibid., Special Instructions to AA & QMG,

Cdn Sec GH Q, 1 Ech, etc. 23 Jun 43.)

100. A separate Canadi an section was also required at G H Q 2nd Echel on
The officer in charge of this section was to be a representative at the Base
of the Senior O ficer of the Adjutant-General's Branch at Headquarters,

15th Arny Group, in matters relating to the reinforcenent of the Canadi an
force (ibid.). There were many knotty probl ens connected with the formation
and location of this section which are gone into in great detail in

Bri gadi er Beanent's report.

101. To facilitate the work of these sections the Canadian authorities were
anxious to set up a separate wireless link from North Africa to the

Uni ted Ki ngdom and were prepared to authorize formation of a special signals
section for the job. Force 141 and the War Office, however, were adverse to
this proposal, arguing that the existing channels would be sufficient to
handl e the traffic. It was not until the follow ng autum, nonths after the
canpai gn had begun, that the project was finally approved. (C.MH Q

File 3/SICILY/1/3, Tels X 495 Force 141 to WO, 12 Jun and 96271 WO. -
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FORTUNE 4 Jul 43; File P.A 1-14-1, Brigadier Genet to General MNaughton

13 Aug and General Montague to Under-Secretary of State, 31 Aug 43.)

102. The provision of reinforcenents for a Canadi an Force proceeding to a new
theatre of operations presented special problenms, particularly since this
force was to be engaged in an assault |anding, and i medi ate casualties were
to be expected. To npobilize Canadi an reinforcenments and set themup in depots
close to the theatre of operations, without at the sane time conproni sing
security, presented an adm nistrative problem of no snmall inportance. It mnust
be appreciated that at this particular time there were very few Canadi an Arny
personnel in North Africa except for those known to be on attachment with the
First Army. This was one of the nmmjor questions discussed in CAIRO during the
conversations between Brigadi er Beanent, Lt.-Col. Tow and the senior staff

officers of Force 545.

103. To conformwith M ddl e- East establishnments, the Canadian infantry
battalions were nobilized to the forner war establishment of four rifle
conpani es rather than three, and reinforcenments were cal cul ated on this basis
(File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum of Conference at C MH Q 27 Apr, dated

6 May 43). On 29 Apr 43, Brigadier Foulkes, B.G S., First Cdn Army reported
to General MNaughton that 1 Cdn Div was adopting the large infantry battalion
War Establishnent and that the battalions would be scal ed down to assault
strength by |eaving out of battle selected personnel. General MNaughton
remarked that this selection "should be watched closely to ensure that key
personnel are available for reorganizing units after battle". (ibid.

Menmor andum of Conversation held at H Q First Cdn Army, dated 29 Apr 43).
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104. It was decided that reinforcenents would be held "on the basis of

two nonths at intense rates", 396 officers and 5732 other ranks. Included
with these reinforcenments were "....... 3 officers suitable for enploynent as
G ade Il Staff Oficers. Two of these for General Staff duties and one for
Administrative duties........ Three additional officers were also included
who were capabl e of holding third grade staff appointnments. (File P.A
1-14-1, Tel G S. 1128, for Stuart from McNaughton, 17 May 43; Menorandum of

Meeting held at HQ First Cdn Army 16 May, dated 20 May 43; C M H Q

File 3/SICILY/2, Tel 89853, WO to FORTUNE, 15 Jun 43.)

105. This reinforcenment rate m ght seem sonmewhat hi gh but there was a specia
reason. In a conversation with General Nye, Ceneral MNaughton expl ai ned that

it was deliberate "in order that battle casualties my be returned to the

United Kingdomto educate other Canadian troops in battle craft." General Nye
said that he "considered this a very sound policy..... and was sure shi pping
woul d be available.” |In a conmunication to General Mntague on the subject,

General Sinmonds promised to co-operate, but added that he could not "accept in
any sense the view that 1st Canadian Division is a "battle school' through

whi ch t he maxi mum nunber of untried reinforcements is to be passed.”

General Montague answered by reiterating General MNaughton's intentions but
went on to say that the Divisional Commander's right to a proper proportion of
recoverabl e casualties would be recognized. Lt.-Col. Tow, O ficer in Charge,
Cdn Sec GH Q, 1 Ech, would have full powers to take action regardi ng any
personnel not under Ceneral Sinond' conmmand. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/ 1/2

Menmor andum of Conversation, General MNaughton - General Nye, 12 Jun dated
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14 Jun 43; GCeneral Sinonds - General Montague, 4 Jun 43; GCeneral Montague -

General Sinmonds, 16 Jun 43.)

106. A War Establishnent was authorized for a Canadi an Base Rei nforcenent
Depot which was to consist of a Headquarters and four reinforcenent

battalions. Nos. 1 and 2 Battalions were to be infantry reinforcenents, No. 3
other arms and No. 4 an advanced Base Rei nforcenent Depot with a proportion of
reinforcenents fromall arms. ©No. 4 Battalion consisting of 117 officers and
1338 other ranks was to be brought along on the D & 3 (follow up) convoy.

Both the Wwar Office and AF.H Q were initially opposed to this on the grounds
that it would be inpracticable to land themjust behind the assault troops.

To send them ahead, however, would conpronise security, while to send them all
to North Africa at the tinme of the |anding mght | eave the Canadi an force

wi t hout reinforcenents for a considerable tine. |t was argued that the

Canadi ans shoul d take additional fighting troops instead of reinforcenents.
These, however, would have required vehicles for which there was no shi pping
space, and it was not realized that these reinforcenments represented bodies

wi t hout vehicles and therefore could easily be taken. GCenerals Sinonds and
Mont ague pressed their case and won it. As it turned out, these

rei nforcenents proved nost useful on the beaches after the | anding assault
when every avail able man was required to assist in the unloading of munitions,
rati ons and stores. Moreover, the Canadi ans found thenselves in the position

of having reinforcements available during the actual fighting. Had heavy

I nf (61-794); CAC (10-90); Recce (1-14); Arty (28-252); Eng
(8-92); Sigs (3-37); RCASC (2-18); Meds (4-31); Od (-5); Prov (-5).
(CMHQ File 6/CBRD/1, 6/Cdn Admi n/6, Authorized Hol ding and Suggest ed
Organi zation 4 Bn, 1 Canadi an Base Rei nforcenent Depot, 21 May 43.)
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casual ti es been sustained during the assault |andings and these reinforcenents
not been available, it would have taken at |east three weeks to replace the
manpower wastage. These and other instances where changes in policy were
recommended and in sone cases grudgingly granted, |ater proved to have worked
out entirely satisfactorily and were adopted by the Eighth Arny as a whole for
the subsequent landing in Italy. (Hi st Sec File Italy 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/OQ D
Account by Lt.-Col. Glbride, 9 Cct 43; CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1/2

Tel s 84711, 86153 and 86843, WO to FORTUNE (A.F.H Q) dated 29 My, 3 Jun
and 5 Jun; Tels AC3, AC5, AC6, 7769, 2281 and AC21, FORTUNE (A.F.H.Q) to WO

dated 29 May, 1 Jun, 2 Jun, 3 Jun, 18 Jun and 18 Jun 43.)

107. Since sufficient other rank reinforcements were not available fromthe
reinforcenent units in the United Kingdom sonme were drawn from ot her Canadi an

field formations as |isted bel ow

2 Cdn Div 322 3 Cdn Arny Tk Bde 150
3 Cdn Div 379 1 Cdn Army Tps 35
4 Cdn (Arnd) Div 276 1 Cdn Corps Tps 13
5 Cdn Arnmd) Div 247 2 Cdn Corps Tps 24

Lorne Scots Trg Bn 117

Requirenents for officers were net solely by demands on reinforcenment units

(File P.A 1-14-1, AD.AG (A to Senior Oficer CMH Q, 18 May 43).

108. For obvious security reasons, units concerned were not told the reason
for this transfer and so they took the opportunity, in many cases, of
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unl oadi ng their worst soldiers and tradesmen who were out of practice in their
trades. The Commandi ng Officer, Col onel Basher, reported considerable
difficulties in the initial organization of 1 C.B.R D. but by the tine it was
ready to sail the standard of discipline had inproved. (C. MH Q

File 6/ CBRD/1, Col onel Basher to DA.G, CMH Q, 25 Jun 43.)

109. Medical arrangenents were another inportant phase of the "A" Pl anning.
The original plans provided for the inclusion in Force "Y' of No. 5 Canadi an
General Hospital which was to remain packed on shipboard with a viewto
setting up in Sicily at the earliest possible date. Brigadi er Beanent,
however, had not been satisfied that the nmedical provisions were on a
sufficient scale, and suggested that additional Canadi an nmedical units be
despatched. It was planned to evacuate Canadi an casualties westward from
Sicily and TRIPOLI to SOUSSE and SFAX and it was therefore considered
expedi ent to have a Canadi an hospital in the latter vicinity. The British
authorities welcomed this proposal. C MH Q therefore offered the War O fice

to provide the follow ng additional nedical units: -

One 1200 bed Hospital (15 Cdn Gen Hosp)
One Cdn Conval escent Depot (1 Cdn Conv Depot)
Two Cdn F.S.Us. (Nos 1 and 2)

One Cdn F.T.U. (No 1)

The offer was accepted. (P.A 1-14-1, Brigadier Beanent's Report, 21 May and

Menmorandum re Meeting at H Q First Cdn Arny, 16 May 43, dated 20 May 43.)
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110. As a general policy it was laid down that until such tine as a port was
secured and a general hospital |anded (probably not for several days) al
casualties would be evacuated fromthe Island, except for trivial cases, and
cases too severely injured to be noved. An estimate of casualties was nade

whi ch happily proved to be very much greater than was the case:

The estimted nunbers requiring evacuation are:

Dto Dplus 6 3200
Dplus 7 to D plus 14 1500
D plus 14 (and weekly thereafter) 875

These figures may be broken down as foll ows:

D 1000

Dplus 1 600

D plus 2 500

D plus 3 400

D plus 4 300

D plus 5 200

Dplus 6 to D plus 13 200 daily

D plus 14 onwards 125 daily

O the above figures for casualties half will be sitting and half |ying.

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/IR/ 1,
Operation "HUSKY" Mintenance Project of

1 Cdn Div, 14 Jun 43, Sec 16.)
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111. A suggestion that the Canadi an hospital ship "Lady Nel son" be placed on
the North-Africa - United Kingdomrun was rejected (ibid.). Oher small units
authorized as a result of Brigadier Beanent's recomendati ons incl uded:

1 Canadi an Dental Conpany

A Canadi an Graves Registration Unit

1 & 2 Canadi an Line of Communi cati ons Provost Sections (to service

Canadi an Rei nforcenent Units)

A detachnent of First Canadian Arny Base Post O fice.

(ibid., See also para 246 bel ow. )

112. Several other detachnents acconpanying the Force may be noted here.
Arrangenents for news coverage nust be made in planning for any canpaign in
nodern warfare. This was the responsibility of No. 1 Canadian Public

Rel ati ons Detachnment under the command of Major CW G lchrist. There were to
be a conducting officer and two correspondents with each Canadi an Force for
the actual landing, followed by a reinforcenent party of further
correspondents conducted by another officer. The "assault" correspondents
were to join their formation during the training in Scotland, wearing
captains' "pips" instead of their press badges, for security reasons. (Hist
Sec File; Sicily/1 Cdn PR Det/Cd/ D, Account by Maj. CW G lchrist, A DP.R
for Canadian forces in "HUSKY".) General MNaughton directed that, "They will
be fully trusted, treated with conplete frankness and gi ven every proper
facility for their work". On their attachnment to 1 Cdn Inf Div the GS. O 1

i ssued a note to the effect:
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The Div PROwi || facilitate war correspondents in getting the news in
the field and will arrange speedy transni ssion of their reports to the
rear. \Wen no correspondents are with the fornmation he will hinself
collect and transmit news reports to the rear

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div; PR Sec

Directive signed by G S. O 1, 17 May 43.)

113. Fil mand photographic sections were also attached to the Divisiona
Headquarters 7, to obtain records of training and operations for publicity and

mlitary purposes (ibid., 24 Muy).

114. An innovation in the Canadian Arny for this canpaign was the specia
appoi ntnment of an Historical Recorder and a War Artist to acconpany the
Canadi an Division. the duties of the historical Oficer, Captain Sesia,
previously a GS.O 3, 1 Cdn Inf Div, were to collect narratives of personne
participating in inmportant phases of operations, to ensure the preservation of
docunents, etc., of historical value, and to keep a diary of his own
observations. Lieutenant QOgilvie, a distinguished Canadian artist, with
considerable mlitary experience, was to make "the fullest possible pictoria
record of the operations". (P.A 1-14-1 Ceneral Mntague to HQ 1 Cdn Div,

21 May 43; C.P.S. File 2000/1, CMHQ to 1 Cdn Div, 11 May 43.)

7 Fil m Sec: 1 Ofr, 3 Sgt caneranen, 5 O Rs.
Phot o Sec: 3 O fr Photographers, 4 O Rs.
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115. Because of lack of shipping space it was necessary to shut out severa
units of the 1 Cdn Inf Div force fromthe assault and follow up convoys,
nanmely 3 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp, the balance of 1 Cdn Div R A . S.C., consisting of
HQ MT. Coy, one Tpt P1, 2 Conmp P1, one R D.I. and one Wksp Pl, and 4 Cdn
Recce Regt (less one sgqn) with its L.AD (CMHQ File, Menorandumre Order
of Battle, 16 May 43, Appendix "D'). Lt.-Col. Glbride commented on this

deci sion as foll ows:

....lt was necessary to cut down on the nunber of administrative units
that woul d be taken but arrangenents had to be nmade to ensure that those
brought would be sufficient to maintain the fighting units. One |arge
RCASC unit was nade up (conposite coy) which had a | arge workshop and HQ
plus five pls with sufficient RDI (relief driver increment) to allow for
24 hr driving and service station nmaintenance as vehs canme in. A pl
fromthis conposite coy for instance, was used to carry defence stores
and airfield construction stores rather than to draw vehs fromthe
British General Transport Conpany and also a pl was used fromthe 1 Cdn
Arny Tk Bde RCASC to cater for 12 CTR which was under cond this

Di vi si on.

We decided that it would be better to take al nost two conplete

Bde Workshops rather than three very reduced ones so that we elim nated
3 Cdn I nf Bde Workshop and since there was room for only one workshop in
"Y' Force convoy it was further decided that it would be better to have
athird line Inf Tps Wkshp which could work on Cdn vehs and coul d do
second and third line repairs. There was included an adv wkshp det to
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work with 12 CTR. This proved to be nmost successful during the
operation. Also included was a recovery tk wkshp which was used on
beach recovery and it worked with the beach group. It was then felt
that there would be need for sone system of Ordnance supplies to follow
Div but there was no space available for a large Div Sub Pk so we
included a Div Sec of the Sub Pk especially scaled on the "D plus 3
convoy and had the Div Sub Pk proceed with "Y' Force. This also |ater
proved to be essential because our |anding reserves were taken over by
Corps and subsequently by Arny and we woul d not have had any spares at
our disposal if we did not have the Div Sec.

(G lbride Account, op. cit.)

116. Wth regard to the matter of Honours and Awards "it was agreed that in
principle i mediate awards which are within the del egati ve power of Conbined
Force Commander should be avail able to Canadians in the same manner and under
the sane circunstances as they are available to British Service troops"

(P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum of Meeting held at H Q First Cdn Arny, 16 May 43
dated 18 May 43, see also Tel A1618 General MNaughton to General Stuart,

18 May 43).

117. Preparations on the "Q' side were just as conplicated. No item of

equi pnment, no matter how small, could be overl ooked, since there would be no
shipping fromthe United Kingdom for this operation until 42 days after the

| andi ng. a nost inportant decision taken was that Canadi an vehicles would be
used entirely. Thonpson sub-machi ne guns had to be taken because Sten guns
were not used in the Mddle East. Due to naintenance being provided fromthe
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M ddl e East all Signal Equi pnent of Canadi an manufacture, especially the No 19
wirel ess set, had to be withdrawn and provision nade for substitution of
British equipnent on British scales for corresponding units. A new weapon,
the P.I1.A T. (Projector Infantry Anti-Tank), was also included. This weapon
was still on the secret list at the tine. 17-pounder guns were issued to the
Anti-Tank Regiment while the infantry 2-pounders were replaced by 6-pounders.
The Saskatoon Light Infantry, Support Battalion in the Division, also received
new weapons, nanely the 4.2" nortar and the Qerlikon. The new |light-type
respirator was also issued, as well as a new mark of anti-gas ointnment. In
addition to bringing special arms and equi pnent, it was al so found necessary
to change the organization of certain adm nistrative units, at the sanme tine
ensuring that those brought would be sufficient to maintain the fighting
units. (G |lbride Account, op. cit.; Hist Sec File 1 Cdn Inf Div RC.O.C./B/F

Summary of Preparation, (A.D.O S.), 28 My 43).

118. Since the earlier decision not to use nule transport (para 41) was

revi sed again, an ex-cavalry officer and nul eteer who had experience with nule
transport were attached to the Division and over 100 sets of pack saddlery
taken along. (C.P.S. File 2001, Mnutes A & Q Conference, 28 Apr 43/"1

Canadi an Division Force X Maintenance Project", see para 125 below, G bride

Account, op. cit.)

119. Nor was the confort of the troops overl ooked:
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....... Al so provided were conforts for troops such as E.F.|.8 stores.
These were provided for on a full scale for 30,000 tps for 30 days and
anong ot her things included beer and spirits. W were told that
provision for this was unnecessarily taking val uabl e shi pping
space.... W found that tonnage space was avail able for these stores and
we brought them al ong. ..

(Gl bride Account.)

120. The special equipnent referred to by Lt.-Col. G lbride (para 97 above)
was distributed sonmetinmes on a lavish scale, e.g. 45,000 nposquito nets were
provi ded. This equipnent included khaki drill clothing for tropical wear
short puttees; special camouflage paint (to conformw th M ddle East

requi renents); rope soled shoes; tinted eye shields and gl asses; sand channel s
and mats; inverkip sledges; wading stretchers for notorcycles; waterproof
covers; air and ground recognition discs and strips in accordance with

M ddl e East specification; pack saddl ery, Yukon packs and Everest carriers
(for nountain warfare); anti-malarial sets, bush nets, fly swatters and flit
guns. (Summary of Preparation (A D.OS.) op. cit.) There were also, of

course, all the various fornms of motor transport used by a nmodern arny.

121. The nost inportant addition to the vehicles enunerated above was the
D.UKW The D.U KW (or "Duck") is a normal 2-1/2 ton 6-wheel ed truck which
has in fact a boat built around it. All six wheels are power driven. On

entering the water the power is transferred to the propeller, the D.U K W

SE.F.|. Expeditionary Forces Institutes, a branch of the N. A A F.I
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bei ng steered by a normal steering wheel acting as the helm Its

seawort hiness is good and its performance through heavy surf remarkable. The
maxi mum speed in water is better than six knots. |If the propeller fails, the
D.U. K. W can be driven for two miles by the wheels. |Its primary task was the
transfer of stores fromship to shore. Because of its anphibious powers it
was the only craft that had no fear of the sandbars which it was expected
woul d be found of f the beaches where the Canadi an Division was to |and.

I ndeed, in case of emergency as will be seen, it could even be used in place
of L.C.A to carry assault troops ashore. 350 of these American-nmade

anphi bians were allotted to the Eighth Arny, and 100 were sent direct fromthe
Uni ted Kingdom for the 1st Canadian Division. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1
"DUKWS" for 1 Cdn Inf Div, copy dated 15 May 43 of a document brought back

fromN. A by Brigadi er Beanment.)

122. There was probably no other item of equiprment for the Expedition that
caused nore anxiety than these 100 D.U. K. W. Until the last moment it was
uncertain whether they would arrive in tinme to be | oaded. The |oading also
presented considerable difficulty for it was essential if they were to fulfi
their object, that these anphibians be | oaded so that they m ght be | aunched
at an early hour after arrival. It was planned to have 41 afl oat by first

light on D-day and a further 21 by the sanme night.

123. The training of special drivers was yet another problem since the

D.UKW. were so late in arriving. It was arranged for one officer and two
driver nechanics to fly fromNorth Africa to the United Kingdomto train two
anphi bi an platoons, R A S.C., at the Conbined Training Centre near | NVERARAY,
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Scotland. Only two D.U K W. were available until the first consignnment
arrived fromthe United States early in June. Orders were given for these to
be rushed imediately to the C.T.C. so that all drivers might have practice
driving themprior to |oading. (Correspondence and nmenoranda on this subject
are very nunerous. The following files were drawn upon: C. P.S. File 1018
Tel s 141F/ 104/ G (P), 518 FORTUNE to WO., 12 May, GP (1) SD/ 3038, Force 545 to
WO, 14 May, 80509, WO to A F.H Q, 17 May, 80826, WO. to Force 545,

18 May, 86460, WO to 12th Arny, 4 Jun 43; C.P.S. File 1018, War Cabi net
Joint Planning Staff, Mnutes of Meetings dated 18, 26, 31 May; C. P.S.

File 2209/ 2 " Anphi bi ous Vehicles"; C.P.S. Telegrans File, Tels 445 and

W417/ 711, AF.HQ to WO, 11 and 12 May 43.)

124. Al the above and hundreds of other itens too nunerous to nmention here
made the Canadi an Force a form dable one for, as General Sinobnds was told at
the War Office, this was "to be the best found Expedition which ever left the

Uni ted Ki ngdont' (P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum dated 14 May 43).

125. Many other "A" and "Q' decisions were enbodied in "Operation "HUSKY"

Mai nt enance Project of 1 Canadian Division", dated 14 Jun 43, a very detailed
and conprehensi ve docunent, the result of |ong weeks of intensive planning.
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/R/'I, Operation "HUSKY" Mi ntenance

Project.)

126. Four major points affecting the adnministrative plan were stressed in the

first section of the order:
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127.

a. Scarcity of water in the PACHI NO PENI NSULA and the uncertainty of

finding water for replenishment necessitates an exceptionally |arge

quantity of water being taken by the Assault and the |Imredi ate
Fol l ow-Up convoys. |In addition special engineering facilities v
wel | boring and distillation apparatus have been included in the

stores taken by the Assault and | mredi ate Fol |l ow Up convoys.

b. There are no ports in the PACH NO PENI NSULA, consequently provis
nmust be mai ntai ned over the beaches for a considerable period in

prelimnary stages of the canpaign.

c. The hilly nature of the hinterland entails the possible use of

mai nt ai ni ng warfare equi pnent at an early stage in the operation.

d. Malariais very prevalent in SICILY and special precautions nust
t aken agai nst this diseases, which included the | anding of |arge
quantities of anti-malaria equipnent.

(ibid., Sec 1)

The adm ni strative intention was expressed as foll ows:

To maintain Force "X" including Royal Navy and Royal Air Force
conponents, over the beaches for D- to D plus 21, building up by
D plus 14, a reserve of 10 days mai ntenance for the Force.

(ibid., Sec 2)
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128. The Divisional Miintenance Area was to be organi zed and controll ed by
Headquarters, 103 Sub-Area (Beach) until Headquarters, 30 Corps, assuned
responsibility. 3 and 4 Beach Groups under conmand of this Headquarters were
actually to establish the Mintenance Areas and handled all stores for the
Division. During the early stages 1st Canadi an Divi sion al so had
responsibility for certain Naval and Air Force stores (ibid., Secs 4, 5, 6 and

8).

129. Two Docks Operating Conpanies were included in Force "X' under conmmand
of the P.ML.O., 1st Canadian Division, for unloading the Assault and

Fol | ow-Up convoys (ibid., Sec 10).

130. Motor transport had to be kept to the m ni mum because of shortage of

ship space, so the follow ng scales were |aid down:

a. First Line - Formations in the Assault Convoy will land with
“Assault Scale' of transport and will be brought up to "Light Scale'

on the D plus 3 Convoy.

b. Second Line - Oning to the limted shipping space a reduction in
second line transport will be necessary....

(ibid., Sec 12)

131. The nature of the operation also involved the use of several different
types of rations which were listed as foll ows:
Emergency (chocol ate) Ration - 1 per man
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48- hour Mess Tin Ration - 1 per man

Arnmoured Fighting Vehicl e Packs - 3 days reserve for Tank and
Reconnai ssance Regi nents

COWPO Pack (14 nen) - For all troops and

Prisoners of War until D

plus 24
Tomry Cookers (1 per Mess Tin Ration) - 1 per man
Sel f - Heati ng Soup - 1tin per man (assault

troops only)
Bread will NOT be available......
One energency ration, one 48-hour nmess tin ration and one Tomry Cooker were to

be issued to each man after enbarkation. (ibid., Sec 15).

132. Due to the shortage of water referred to above its issue was restricted
to a maxi mum of one gallon per man per day for all purposes. It was stressed
that all units nust capture and control with the | east possible delay al

avail abl e sources of water within their respective areas, but |ocal supplies
were to be regarded as dangerous until tested by nedical personnel. During
the voyage all troops were to be issued with sterilization tablets and

carefully instructed in their use. (ibid., Sec 15 A)

133. A section of Civil Affairs provided that a mlitary government for the
admi nistration of the civilian inhabitants in the territory would be
established i medi ately after occupation. Civil Affairs Oficers were to be
attached to the Divisional Headquarters to | ook after "the early resunption in
the territory of law and order and the normal life of the civilian
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popul ati on", but as long as active operations continued they were not to
concern thensel ves with conmuni cations, transport, or public utilities.

(ibid., Sec 27.)

134. Other sections detailed instructions for provost corps, engineer

servi ces, postal services, ammunition, fuel and supplies, ordnance, and

R E.ME. stores, |abor, salvage, chaplains and burials, graves registration
i nt ercomruni cati on, docunentation, handling of Prisoners of War and specia

nmet hods for de-waterproofing of vehicles.

135. Early in June as the planning was being conpl eted Brigadi er Sewel |

DA & QMG, of 30 Corps arrived fromNorth Africa to go over all the

admi ni strative aspects of the operation with the Canadian "A & Q' Staff. He
also visited the Division during its final training in Scotland. (C. P.S.

File 1034, Notes on Visit of Brigadier Sewell, 6 Jun 43.)

(e) Training in Scotl and

136. While the Headquarters staffs were busily proceeding with planning in
LONDON, the troops were just as busily engaged in special training in
Scotland. The tree brigade groups of 1 Cdn Inf Div had recently undergone
basi ¢ combi ned operations training at the Conbi ned Operations Training Centre,
at | NVERARAY, Scotland, ° but this alone was not considered sufficient to fit

them for an operational role (H st Sec Report No. 93). The little tine

°Di vi sional Staff O ficers had attended a Conbi ned Operations
Pl anni ng Course at LARGS at the begi nning of the year.
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avail abl e for advanced conbi ned operations training had made it necessary to
send the Canadians into training areas in Scotland i mediately after they took

over from3 (Br) Div.

137. Although 1 Cdn Div, like the other overseas Canadi an Divisions, was nmade
up in its rank and file of people fromthe breadth and | ength of Canada, there
is no doubt that the influence of Canada's three Permanent Force infantry

regi ments and Pernanent Force supporting arms gave it characteristics peculiar
to itself. This was the Division which cane overseas in 1939 under

General MNaughton, which found itself alnpst enbroiled in the British

Eur opean defeat in 1940, which stood on guard in Britain thereafter, which
sent a small force to SPI TSBERGEN in 1941, and which smarted under the
decision to give 2 Cdn Div the role of participating in the DI EPPE operation

i n August 1942. There is no doubt that 1 Cdn Div considered itself the

| ogi cal choice for the next major operation in which the Canadian Arny shoul d

become engaged.

138. During the preceding six weeks the 1st Division had engaged in a series
of exercises - "MAPLE 11", "PRESENT", "PAST", "WELSH' - which were carried
out on a mpjor scale. It was a remarkabl e coincidence that in one of these
exerci ses the south coast of Suxxex was made to represent the south coast of
Sicily on which the Canadi an Army, together with American forces, were said to
have established bridgeheads. The final exercise |asted eight days involving
the | ongest nobves by convoy in the Division's history up to that tinme, which
stood the Division in good stead when it found itself operating under simlar
circunstances in actual battle. |In addition to this training the Division
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continued to maintain its anti-invasion role in East Sussex. (Evidence of

Hist Ofr 1 Cdn Inf Div.)

139. In order that undue attention would not be directed towards 1 Cdn I nf
Div and 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde after these formations had proceeded to Scotl and for
advanced training, the B.G S. First Cdn Army issued a Directive stating that
arrangenents had been nmade for advanced conbined training for 1 Cdn Div and

1 Cdn Armmy Tk Bde under Scottish Command, and that the units of both these
formati ons woul d nove in accordance with a schedul e issued by the War O fi ce.
The Directive concluded by saying that arrangenents for training 2 and 3 Cdn
Inf Divs would be issued at a later date. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1,

Letter B.GS. First Cdn Arny to Cond 1 Cdn Corps, 24 Apr 43.)

140. On 25 Apr 43 a Training Directive was issued by the War O fice which
outlined a programme to be followed by 1 Cdn Div and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde with a
view to undertaking "(a) an opposed | anding, (b) subsequent |and operations

i ncl udi ng nmount ai nous country." The training programme consi sted of advanced
assault training for the Infantry Brigade Groups at C. T.C. | NVERARAY and
refresher basic training for Divisional and Arny troops at C T.C. TOMRD. It
was directed that 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes woul d be trained as assault Bdes and
3 Cdn Inf Bde as a followup Bde. 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde was to take over the
Sherman tanks from 33 (British) Army Tk Bde and comence training on these.
In addition to the above, certain British units including 142 (S.P.) Regt,

R A (self-propelled Arty), 70 Med Regt, R A, and 75 and 104 L.A A Regts,

R A., which forned part of the assaulting forces, were to train with

Di vi sional Troops. Nos. 3 and 4 Beach Groups (specially-trained troops for
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mai nt ai ni ng the beaches once the bridgehead is secured) had al so conmenced
trai ning under previous arrangenents and were to continue under these
arrangenents. It was directed that all this training was to be carried out
with the assistance of 1st (British) Corps who were supervising that of 3rd
(British) Division. (C. P.S. File 2152, Directives for Training 1 Cdn Div and
Attached Troops, 25 Apr and 1 May 43 and 1 Cdn Div Training Programme at

C.T.C.S., 26 Apr 43, both signed by Director of Mlitary Training, WO.)

141. It was General Sinopnds' express desire that as much nmountain training as
possi bl e be included, if time permitted, for the whole Division and for 3 Cdn
Inf Bde in particular. It was originally intended that 3 Cdn |Inf Bde woul d
proceed to Wales for nountain training but this was | ater changed and the

Bri gade took this training at CRIEFF, Scotland, instead. (ibid.)

142. The training period as laid down for each Brigade Group at | NVERARAY was

as foll ows:

1 Cdn I nf Bde 30 Apr - 8 May 43
2 Cdn I nf Bde 9 May - 17 May 43
3 Cdn I nf Bde 10 May - 26 May 43

In addition, 3 Cdn Inf Bde would take mountain warfare training in the CRIEFF
area under the direction of a training team supplied by the Commandant,
Mount ai n and Snow Warfare School, GLENFESHI E, Scotland. This training was to

be undertaken prior to proceeding to | NVERARAY for the period stated above.
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It was further directed that 33 (British) Arny Tk Bde would give 1 Cdn Arny Tk

Bde all possible assistance in their training (ibid.).

143. Such was the progranme, as outlined above, to be foll owed by the

Canadi an formations. On 29 Apr 43, the advance party of 1 Cdn Inf Bde arrived
at | NVERARAY and the nmain body arrived on the following day. Fromthis date
onwards, units in Sussex packed up and proceeded to Scotland by railway and
road, |eaving behind rear parties who cleaned up the evacuated areas, settled
accounts, disposed of surplus kit and equi pnent. (Evidence of Hist Ofr,

1 Cdn Inf Div.) Mst of the troops were noved to their new |l ocations by train
but the Division's notor transport proceeded by convoys passing through the

heart of LONDON enroute (WD., P.P.C.L.l1. 5-8 May 43).

144. The headquarters of formations of 1 Cdn Div in Scotland were | ocated as

foll ows:

H Q 1 Cdn Div and

HQ RCA , 1 Cdn Div TROON S. 8153
HQ 1 Cdn Inf Bde KI LMARNOCK S. 9260
H Q 2 Cdn Inf Bde HAM LTON T. 2177
H Q 3 Cdn Inf Bde Gl LMERTON 0. 3945

(CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, Location Statenent,

12 May 43).

145. In conjunction with the training of the Infantry Brigades, the
supporting arnms, and the various units of the Services (Medical, Arnmy Service
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Corps, Ordnance, etc.), courses were also held for specialists such as
driving, waterproofing, anti-tank gunnery, etc. Assault boat drill (getting
in and out of nmock-up L.C.A wth fighting equipnent) was held under the
supervi sion of Royal Navy instructors. Under this arrangenent every possible
effort was nade to take advantage of the available tine left for training.
Wat er proofing of vehicles had to be conpleted by 28 May when they woul d
commence noving to the ports. All |oading of stores and notor transport had
to be conpleted in the Bristol Channel and Manchester area by 12 Jun, in the
Mersey by 13 Jun and in the Clyde area by 14 Jun. |t was thus obvious that
little tinme could be wasted during the training period allotted to both
Canadian formations. (See C.P.S. "Training" File, 2150 and 2152; note

Programme of Events, 16 May 43.)

146. The week's training that each Brigade conpleted at | NVERARAY i ncl uded
hardening training, hill clinmbing, practice with scranbling nets, assault

| andi ngs, fast marches, and sniper training. Several exercises, involving
unl coading fromlarge ships into L.C. A by night and | andi ng on beaches, were
the high features of the intense programme. (WDs., P.P.C.L.T., RCR

R 22e R, for May 43.)

147. Apart fromthe week at the C.T.C., each battalion carried on a ful
syl l abus of training and participated in several brigade schenmes. The daily
routine included P.T., bayonet practice, cross-country runs and unarnmed
combat. There were also frequent night patrols, special instruction for
officers in the use of the nunber 18 wireless set and practice in the use of
the conpass at night. Special instruction was given in beach exit drill, the
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breaching of gaps in nine fields with enphasis on the Bangal ore Torpedo, the
use of m ne detaching apparatus, the P.1.A T. (considered a "No. 1 novelty"),
in muntain warfare training and in drill for the new |ight type of

respirator. (ibid.)

148. On 15 May 43 through a Directive on Operational Training General Sinmards
informed all his Conmanders and Comrandi ng Officers that 1 Cdn Div would go
into actin and that the bl ow agai nst the eneny woul d be in Europe, opening
with an assault |anding. GCeneral Sinobnds stressed the need for taking

advant age of every possible facility available to conplete the battle training
of the Division. He then outlined inportant points based upon | essons |earned
fromthe recent fighting in the Mddle East which he had w tnessed but a few
nmont hs previously. (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1, GOC to all Conds and C.O."'s

1 Cdn Div, dated 15 May 43.)

149. The intensive training culmnated in two maj or exercises, the second of
which was to be a rehearsal of the actual assault. The first of these, known
by the code nanme "WETSHOD', took place on 22 May. The Divisional "G' Staff

left their Planning Conferences in LONDON to participate in this schene. The

obj ect was -

(a) To exercise the personnel and a limited nunber of vehs of 1 and

2 Cdn Inf Bde Gps and att tps in an opposed bl dg and occupation of a

covering posn.

105 Report No. 126



(b) To test Naval and Arny sign comms especially during the early stages
of a conbi ned bl dg.
(C.P.S. File 2151, 1 Corps Exercise "WESTSHOD"
Instr. No. 1, 8 May 43; WD., C.S., HQ 1 Cdn

Inf Div, 21 May 43.)

150. The Brigade Groups enbarked at GOUROCK and | NVERARAY respectively in the
same ships that they were to use on the operation itself. During the exercise
| andi ngs took place north and south of TROON on the Ayreshire coast. 1 Cdn
Inf Bde Gp | anded on Beached TARE, approximtely opposite MONCTON just south
of TROON and 2 Cdn Inf Bde Gp | anded on Beach UNCLE opposite GAILES just north
of TROON. (C.P.S. File 2151, 1 Corps Exercise "WETSHOD', Special |dea -

Canadi an.)

151. The GO C.-in-C., First Cdn Arny, witnessed the |anding of 2 Cdn Inf Bde
Gp. He was acconpanied by the GO C. 1 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Gen. Crerar), the

G S.O 1, 1 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Col. Cunninghanm), and Brigadier G bson, D.C.G S. at
N.D.H Q Notes made by General MNaughton on the |andi ng pointed out several
weaknesses, chief anpbng them being the | ack of control by the beach

organi zation. He also pointed out that there was a | ack of adequate snpke,
that the very lights were too | ow and that a high percentage of the nortar

flares were duds. (File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum dated 26 May 43.)

152. On 26 May 43, Maj.-Gen. Drew, General O ficer Commandi ng the Conbined

Training Centre, sent his comments on Exercise "WETSHOD' to Maj.-CGen. Sinonds,
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outlining the weaknesses and shortcom ngs that he and his staff noted

t hroughout the exercise. H's main criticisns concerned:

1. The passage of information.

2. Control by junior commanders.

3. Lack of cohesion and co-ordination in attacks.
4. Failure to establish Lt A A defences.

5. Week reception organi zation on the beaches.

6. The ineffectiveness of the Beach G oup.

(C.P.S. File 2151, Director's Comments, 26 May 43.)

General Sinmonds replied thanking himwarmy and saying that frank criticisns
were just what he wanted. (See also Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/M "WETSHOD"

cont ai ni ng Operation Orders, etc.)

153. After the exercise was conpleted, the Divisional "G Staff returned to
LONDON and resuned their planning. On 24 May all Unit Conmanders |ikew se
gathered in LONDON and were "put in the picture" at a briefing conference held

by the GO C. (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, 23-29 My 43.)

154. General Montgonery visited England in the latter part of My, fresh from
his victories in North Africa. On 19 May he had a conversation with

General MNaughton concerning the Canadi ans' part in the com ng operation. On
the 27th he addressed a neeting of senior officers fromthe three services
participating in "HUSKY". According to General MNaughton, "He nade a very
fine inpression, and earned the confidence of all present in his plans which
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are a marked i nprovenent over those put before ne in prelimnary studies."
The substance of the address will be included in the subsection on the
General Plan, paras 194-213 below (P. A 1-14-1, Menorandum of Conversation
General s McNaughton - Mntgonery, 19 May dated 28 May 43; Cabl e,

General MNaughton to General Stuart, 28 May 43). Planning was finally
conpleted by the 31st of May and Ceneral Sinopnds and nost of his staff

returned to Scotland. (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div 31 May 43.)

155. Many of the planning personnel proceeded on a wel cone five days | eave.
It may be noted that it was the GO C.'s wish that all ranks in the Division
shoul d have at least five days privilege leave. A directive to this effect
had been in operation since 14 May, but |eave was not granted while troops
were at the C.T.C. or on the nmjor exercises. (ibid., 31 May; C P.S.

File 100, Mnutes of A/Q Conference, 14 May 43.)

156. On the 3rd and 4th of June two divisional headquarters exercises called
"CAMPFI RE" were held to practise the setting up of rear and forward divisiona
headquarters. On the 8th, 9th and 10th June, divisional signals exercises
known as "ROCKET 1" and "ROCKET 2" were held at Dundonal d Canp, GAILES. These
exerci ses conprised "an assault |anding signal practice for all formations and
attached troops in the Division". GCeneral MNaughton attended and | ater

di scussed the exercises with senior officers. (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div
and Bde WDs. for June 43; See also Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/M " ROCKET"
cont ai ni ng Exercise Instructions, Signal Instructions and diagrans and a

| engthy tel ephone |o0g.)
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157. The previ ous week Ceneral Sinonds had conpleted a thorough inspection of
t he whol e Division, during which he outlined his general policy to al

officers in each brigade group and referred t the possibility of real section
followin the "ROCKET" exercise. (WDs., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div,

P.P.CL.I., RCR, R 22e R, 1-7 Jun 43.)

158. The renmi ning days in Scotland saw the conpl etion of waterproofing of
all vehicles, a very inportant task for a force engaged in comnbi ned
operations. From 1l Jun transport was being despatched to the various ports of
enbarkation. On 13, 14 and 15 Jun the various units and headquarters closed
down their canps on Scottish soil and entrained for GOUROCK where they
enbarked on the ships that were eventually to carry themto the theatre of
operations. (WDs., GS., HQ, 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1, 2, 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, RC R,

P.P.C.L.I1., R 22e R, June 1943.)

159. The final briefing conference for all unit and formati on conmanders was

held in LONDON on 15 Jun (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div 15 Jun 43).

160. On 10 Jun, General MNaughton sent the follow ng cable to General Stuart
in OTTAWA concerning his inpressions of the Canadian forces' training and

preparations in Scotland:

Part | | have just returned froma visit to formati ons and
representative units and apart froma few nmnor difficulties in
course of adjustnent everything is proceeding satisfactorily

and to schedul e.
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Part

Para |1

Par a

Par a

Vi

Par a

Par a

Denmonstrati on of Mddle East technique in tank and infantry
cooperation proved useful and immedi ately afterwards | held a
conference our Corps, Divisional and Arny Tank Bde Conds at
which we were able to reach conclusion for uniformnethods in

Cdn Any. Copies will be sent you later.

Very much inpressed with possibilities DUKW of which 100 have
been made available. this provision has materially relieved
our anxieties over being held up on sand bars with deep water
inshore. It will substantially increase rate of build-up in

early stages assault |anding.

I witnessed Signal exercise covering assault phases which

i ncluded participation all arms and services. Good progress in

technique drill and execution evidence.

Heal t h, physical condition and norale of all ranks is

excel | ent.

Commanders down to Lt-Cols Cond now infornmed and all | tal ked

to have hi gh confidence.

Heal t h, physical condition and norale of all ranks is

excel | ent.
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Para VI Commanders down to Lt-Cols Cond now infornmed and all | tal ked

to have hi gh confidence.

Para VII Waterproofing now practically conplete and | oadi ng vehicles and
st ores proceeding.
(CMHQ File 3/sSICILY/1/2, Tel G S. 1356
10 Jun 43, General MNaughton to

General Stuart.)

(f) Security

161. In all the preparations for "HUSKY" and in the final enbarking of the
troops security precautions were an especial consideration. The fact that the
Uni ted Ki ngdom conponent of the invasion was Canadi an, nade security neasures
nore difficult since it was generally known that there were no Canadi an
formations in Africa or any other theatre of war. The divisional Field
Security Oficer took special precautions during the planning stages but felt
that too many people were brought into "the know' in the early stages. There
were sonme breaches of security during the training and planning period but the
secret of the expedition's destination was well kept. Wen the troops finally
enbarked in the mddle of June they still had no inkling where they were going
or whether indeed this was the real thing or still another schene.

Specul ation of course was rife. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/1 Cdn
F.S. Sec/CF, War Diary and other docunents on the sane file; "Sunmer Cruise

1943", account by Capt. D.H Cunningham in Hist Sec Files.)

111 Report No. 126



162. Special orders were issued prior to enmbarkation to the effect that
formation and unit signs, patches, designations or flashes denoting the
country of origin of the troops were to be renoved. However, once on board
ship the troops were allowed to sew their patches back on again. (C.MH Q
File 3/SICILY/ 1/2, Agenda for neeting 28 May, Appendix "A"; WD., GS., HQ
1 Cdn Inf Div, May 43 Appendix 90; C.P.S. Telegrams File, Tel SD/ 105 2812,
FORTUNE to WO., 20 May 43 and other telegrans; WD., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Bde

30 Jun 43.)

163. As a further security precaution at the tinme of enbarkation it was
arranged to continue wireless traffic on the divisional wireless links in

Scotland in order to hide the novenent fromthe eneny (Hi st Sec File "HUSKY",

1 Cdn Fd Security Sec/C F, Points discussed..... at 1.S.S.B. 861st Meeting,
15 May 43.)

THE PLAN
(a) Intelligence: Topographical Description of Sicily

164. Enough has been said about the planning for Operation "HUSKY" to

i ndi cate what thorough and detail ed work was acconplished. There is a
tremendous anount of material available on all |evels and concerning al
aspects of the operational planning - only a summary can be included here.
(Detailed information regarding the intelligence planning by 1 Cdn Inf Div for
Operation "HUSKY" will be found in Hist Sec file Italy: 1943/1 Cdn | nf
Div/L/D, Accounts by Capt. GMC. Sprung, Int Ofr, 1 Cdn Inf Div and

Capt. W Hall, attached fromEight Arny to HQ 1 Cdn Div as Air Photographic
Interpreter.)
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165. Allied intelligence regarding Sicily was remarkably detailed. Al
formati ons produced extensive intelligence sunmari es which were continually
suppl enented as new i nformati on was received. The nost conpl ete source of

t opographi cal information was the I.S.1.S. (Inter Service Information Series)
Report on Sicily which was published in a nunber of volunmes. The great detai
which this Report went into is well illustrated by a Supplenment to the vol une,
"Resources", which in 41 closely printed pages |lists 2,717 springs to be found
in the Island along with information regarding their exact location, their
yield per second and their utilization! (H st Sec File "HUSKY" L/F, Part V
(D) I NLAND TOMWNS, Part VI, COAST DEFENCES, (A) South Eastern Sicily, and a
Suppl enment to Part |l (RESOURCES), all dated May 1943. These are the only

volunes in the Historical Section's files.)

166. The "1 Canadian Division Intelligence Sunmary" for the operation was
probably based, to a |arge extent, on this Report. Everything that m ght
affect the course of the canpaign was taken into consideration, - the

hi storical, political, geographical and econom c background of the Island and

the purely mlitary aspects of its defences.

167. The Historical Summary concludes with the follow ng observations:

For the foregoing it will have been seen that the population of Sicily
as a whole, as opposed to certain interests, has not been prosperous
under lItalian rule. After a period of neglect by Italy, the Fascist
regi me endeavoured to aneliorate the | ot of the people and were
apparently succeeding to sonme extent (although prom ses and expectations
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exceeded actual acconplishnents), but the foreign policy of Missolin
has | argely undone the work of years. |t seens clear that there is
opposition to the regine and to Germany and that there is a separati st
nmovenent favourable to this country; of the strength of this novenent it
is, of course, difficult to judge, but there would appear to be little
doubt that conditions are such as to prom se good results fromits

encour agenent at the appropriate noment.

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY", 1/Cdn Inf Div/L/F,

1 Canadi an Division Intelligence Sumary.)

168. The succeedi ng section gives a detailed account of the governnent and
administration of the Island, for as the Canadi ans were to di scover, an

i nvadi ng arny faces considerable | ocal admnistrative problens in occupying
eneny territory, and some know edge of the previous system of adm nistration

is nmost necessary (ibid.).

169. The popul ation, according to 1936 statistics, nunbered 3,929,444, It
was irregularly distributed, nostly in towns, because of the fear of nalaria
in country districts. The characteristics of the population and the probable

attitude are noted as foll ows:

Sicilians have been descri bed as tenperamental and hot headed, but

| acki ng singl e-heartedness and constancy for a cause. The |arge nmass of
the population is politically apathetic partly owing to poverty. Life
is harsh; the great majority of the population is engaged in
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170.

agriculture, and except in a few favoured spots, their life is a
constant struggle for existence. Big estates, absentee | andl ords,

mal ari a and the great shortage of water in a country where there is no
rain fromMay to Cctober have kept the standard of living very low The
standard of education and literacy is also very |low, some 40 per cent of
t he popul ati on being unable to read or wite. The younger age groups

are of course nore literate than the el der.

The Sicilian peasant commonly lives in a small town perched on a hil

and often approached by a track so steep and rough that even the
Sicilian carts cannot nount it. This isolation had hel ped the surviva
of many old custons and habits of thought.... At the outset of invasion
it is possible that national pride stinulated by Fascist propaganda, may
i nduce the civil population to |l end active assistance, at least in the
early stages, to the defending forces. |In these circunstances, they

m ght even help the Germans, though this is nost unlikely. It is,
however, very questionable whether the efforts of the widely discredited
Fasci st propaganda nachine will rally the Sicilians in the fina
energency. On the contrary, it is nmore likely that the civil popul ation
will take no active part in mlitary operations, but, as at Tripoli

will greet the invading forces with sullen indifference, whether they
are British, Canadian or American.

(ibid.)

Wth respect to the topography of the Island, a general description

reads in part as foll ows:
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Al nost the whole island is occupied by nmountains and hills, which fal
either directly to the sea or to restricted coastal plains or terraces.
Apart fromthese coastal plains, the only area of |ow ground is that
south of M ETNA where the | ow courses of the R G SIMETO, R DI TTAI NO and

R GORNALUNGA formthe flat CATANIA PLAIN liable to extensive flooding.

........ In the East the valleys of the CATANI A PLAIN penetrate inland to
the EREl Ms (the DI TTAINO valley leads to the principal gap at ENNA).
These hills are not an inportant barrier between East and West. In
Central and Southern SICILY the bare treeless ridges and rolling hills
conposed in large part clays and soft rocks formdifficult country;

sl opes are unstable and | andsli des probabl e.

(ibid.)

171. The climte is described as being hot and dry during the sunmer, "with
conditions very constant, the tenperature nmounting by day and falling by night
Wi th nmonotonous regularity". Prevailing w nds over the neighbouring seas are
Nort hwesterly but on the coasts they are variable. Visibility is generally
good during the day. Swell, as opposed to sea caused by the prevailing w nd,
is al nbost non-existent on the South coast. Airfield surfaces, visibility and

cloud are, on the whole, favourable to aviation. (ibid.)

172. Detailed information is al so supplied regardi ng communi cati ons on the
Island. Three classes of roads are noted. "On nearly all routes there is a
successi on of ups and downs, and curves, owing to the nountainous nature of
the Island." Gradients and curves on the State roads are well engineered, but
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many of the Provincial and Communal roads, on which the Canadi an Division was

destined to rely, follow a narrow and tortuous course. (ibid.)

173. A standard gauge railway runs through nost of the coastal area while a

network of secondary |ines, many of narrow gauge, serves the interior (ibid.).

(b) Intelligence: Eneny Dispositions and Defences

174. The Intelligence Summary listed fifteen airfields in operation in
Sicily, nine of which had been newWy constructed during 1942. (See
acconpanyi ng map of the Invasion of Sicily.) The Gernman Air Force was thought
to have a total of 452 aircraft and 24,000 personnel (including Flak (A A)
personnel) on the Island while the Italians were estimted as having 285 to
290 aircraft and 10,000 personnel. Flying personnel were only fromsix to

seven percent of the total. (ibid.)

175. A later report indicated that all the bonbers had been noved to the
mai nl and | eaving a total of only 500 planes on the Island, 200 bei ng German

(C.P.S. File 2500/3, 30 Corps, Planning Int Sum 3,117 Jun 43).

176. The wi der aspects of the air situation were gone into by

General MNaughton in his prelimnary conversations with General Kennedy and
Bri gadi er Kirkwood at the War Office. The former said "that there was
information to show that the Germans were short of petrol and that the nain
factor to be considered in deciding the relative strengths of air forces was
the capacity of the available air fields. 1In his opinion, this |linmtation
gave the Allies a decided advantage and the capture of the air fields in the
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eastern sector of (Sicily) 1 on "D 1' day would greatly aggravate this
serious limtation. Further certain preparatory neasures ere to be taken,
such as large scale raids on airfields and ports in Italy to force the eneny
fighters up, inflict heavy casualties and wi de spread danage to the existing
airfields". Information fromthe Air Mnistry indicated "that the German Air
Force was now estinmated at 4,000 first line aircraft and the Allied Air Forces
avail abl e for the proposed canpai gn were equal to the estimte of the tota
German Air Forces. It was confirmed that the Axis could not operate nore than
1,700 aircraft fromavailable fields within range". (File P.A 1-14-1

Menmor andum (29 Apr 43) of Discussions held at the WO. on 25 Apr 43.)

177. The military force defending the island was considerably increased
during the last two nonths preceding the invasion. At the neeting with
General Kennedy referred to above, General MNaughton had been i nforned that
there was an Italian field force of 78,000 (including three divisions),

pl us 75,000 Coast Defence Troops and about 5,000 Germans as staffs and guards
on airfields or awaiting transport to Tunisia. Probably eneny reinforcenents
up to "D' Day were "estimated as additional two Italian divisions and one
additional German division, if it could be evacuated from Tunisia." |t was
assunmed that in view of British sea supremacy, the only reinforcement channels
open to the enenmy woul d be across the Straits of Messina or by air. The

maxi mum bui | d-up by these neans was estinated at one and a hal f divisions per

week and this was not taking into consideration the possible interference on

19The name is omitted in the original menorandum
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eneny railway comruni cations and ferry service of contenplated heavy allied

air attack. (ibid.)

178. The Divisional Intelligence Sunmary contained i nformation up to 12 Jun
concerning the eneny order of battle. It was mainly derived froma single
source, which was considered reliable, but confirmation was | acking. It
estimated that Italian troops on the Island, forming the Sixth Army Comrand,
nunbered sone 229,000. It was thought that there were two Arny Corps, Xll and
XVl, containing a total of four field and five coastal divisions. The

XVIth Corps in the Eastern part of the Island was thought to control 4 LIVORNO

Di vi si on, 54 NAPOLI Division, 206 and 213 Coastal Divisions. (1 Cdn Div Int

Sum op. cit.)

179. Later information indicated that 54 NAPOLI Division had noved into the
CASSI Bl LE- MELI LLE area, to the west of SYRACUSE, while 4 LIVORNO Division had
noved into the CALTAG RONE area, north east of CGELA (C.P.S. File 2500/ 3,

30 Corps Int Sum 3, 17 Jun 43; See acconpanyi ng map, Appendi x "A".)

180. A last-mnute note on the German order of battle in Sicily estinated a
total of 20,000 German troops, including three Panzer Grenadier Reginments. It

added the follow ng information:

A nost secret report dated 13 Jun 43 indicates that the Germans intend
to transfer the Hermann Goering Division to SICILY. It is estimted
that the strength of the elements of the division already in the Island
is about 2,400. On the mainland it is believed that there are a further
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11,000 nen with about 50 field and nmedi um guns, 100 A.A. and A Tk guns,
120 tanks and some 2,000 MI. Losses in Tunisia are estinmated to have
been 13,000 and it is unlikely that any of these units apart from sone

Fl ak, have yet been reformed. The Div should be concentrated in SICILY

by 23 Jun 43.
(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/L/F Last
M nute Note on German Order of Battle.)
181. It was later disclosed that 15 Pz Div was al so | ocated on the Island

(see acconpanyi ng map showi ng eneny di spositions).

182. It was expected that the Italian Coastal Divisions, using medium and
coast defence artillery and specially prepared nachi ne gun posts, would take
the initial shock until the Field Divisions, concentrated in the interior
counter-attacked. None of the four Italian Field Divisions, however, had any
battl e experience (1 Cdn Div Int Summary.) It may be noted here that after
the | andings were effected, it was found that practically all of the eneny

di spositions were exactly as indicated in the Intelligence Reports (Evidence

of 1 Cdn Inf Div Hstorical Oficer).

183. The sector of the Sicilian coastline assigned to the 1st Canadi an

Di vi sion was the sandy beach COSTA DELL' AMBRA, know as Beach No. 57 or

BARK WEST, which extended al ong the southerwestern side of the

PACHI NO Peni nsul a, beginning at a point about two nmiles fromthe southern-nost
tip of the Island. For purpose or reference this beach was divided into two
sectors, ROGER and SUGAR, each of which were further sub-divided into RED
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AMBER and GREEN sections. (See Appendix "B", a map illustrating the attack on
"D' day.) The total length of the beach was 8,300 yards, the width 86 to
145 feet and the gradient 1/88 to 1/70. There were four MT. exits, with two

others probable. (1 Cdn Div Int Sumary.)

184. Behind the beach was a steep |linmestone ridge approximately 10 to 15 feet
hi gh which nerged into dunes. Backing this coastal strip, there wee a series
of salt "lakes" or "marshes" (indicated on the acconpanying map) which were
expected to present MT. obstacles, although it was not certain what the state
of these "l akes" would be in the sumer time. Further inland as well as

bet ween these "nmarsh" areas were gently upward-sloping vineyards, terraced
with stone walls. At intervals there were citrus orchards with trees fairly
closely planted and areas of grazing |land. A nunber of sharply cut stream
beds, roughly aligned in a North to South direction, were expected to present

obstacles to MT. novenent. (ibid.)

185. Three nmiles to the north-east of BARK WEST BEACH was the town of PACH NO
with a popul ati on of sone 22,000. A provincial road, nacadan zed but

unbarred, ran from PACHI NO north-west to | SPI CA (SPACCAFORNO) a nearby town of
approximately 13,000 i nhabitants. There was also a network of communal roads
t hroughout the area but they were of |ow quality, probably surfaced with

macadam but not tarred. (ibid.)

186. Extending a mle west of PACHI NO and south of the |SPICA road was the
PACHINO Airfield, the only landing ground in the peninsula. It consisted of
two roughly rectangular strips formng a "T", the one 1,200 yards and the
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ot her 700 yards long. The nornmal capacity was 30 fighters with an energency
capacity of from60 to 80. It was thought that there were eight L.A A
positions around the | anding ground, with a total of 22 guns which, it was
assunmed, could be sited for ground defence as well. The estinmated strength,
i ncluding A.A. and signals personnel, was 500 Italians, but it was probable
that a proportion of machi ne gun conpani es, under conmmand of the

Coastal Division, were enployed in the defence of the |landing ground. (ibid.)

187. The topographical feature, which was |later to cause the greatest

concern, consisted of false beaches or sandbars which |lay under water sone

di stance off the shore. The water was thought to be possibly as deep as

five feet inside one of these bars. This information regardi ng Beach 57
worried the planners, for it was obvious that if landing craft were going to
ground on the sandbars then it was essential that the water inside the bars be
not too deep for wading or driving notor vehicles. ("HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf

DiviL/IF, 1 Cdn Div (Planning) Int Sum 16, 19 May 43.) The following is quoted

fromthe Mnutes of one of the Daily Inter-Service Meetings:

Para 4:

S.O 1. then gave the latest intelligence available with regard to this

beach and stated that if these reports were to be relied upon it would
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appear that personnel only could be | anded, and that the casualties
woul d in his opinion be very high.
(C.P.S. File 1010, Mnutes of Daily

I nter-Service Meeting, 12 May 43.)

188. Intelligence based on air photography concerning the |ocal defences in
this area indicated the presence of about 15 pill boxes and 20 nachi ne gun
positions as well as several other "defender positions" and a certain anpunt
of wire along the beaches. There were also other pillboxes, wring and
trenches further inland, especially in the vicinity of PACH NO Landi ng- G ound.
There was a coast defence battery at MAUCI NI, about 1-1/2 mles inland and
some 100 feet above sea level. It consisted of four medium guns with an
all-round field of fire. They were sited in an orchard on | owlying ground
near a farm house and surrounded by wire. Another coast defence battery, |ess
dangerous to Beach 57, was |ocated at 981882 in the adjoining

British Division's sector. A third battery of field guns, covering the
approach to PACHI NO Airfield but in range of Beach 57, was reported at 964926,
just north of the town. (See map Appendix "C'.) (1 Cdn Div Int Sum op.
cit., and Naval Collation Maps, 11 and 12 attached; 1.S.1.S. Report on Sicily

Part VI, COAST DEFENCES, op. cit.)

189. It was not anticipated that the destination of the invading forces could
be kept secret later than "D - 1" day. Therefore to summarize, this is what
t he Canadi ans consi dered they mi ght expect in the way of opposition to their

| andi ng:
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(a) Air and submarine attacks on their convoys as they neared their
destination, limted by the superior strength of the Royal Navy and

the Royal Air Force; 1!

(b) Artillery fire fromeight to twelve guns as the |anding craft
approached the beaches plus nmachine gun fire as they cane cl oser

i nshor e;

(c) Then sandbars to prevent craft fromreaching shore and perhaps

under - wat er ni nes;

(d) On reaching the beaches there would be wire entangl enents and
perhaps mines and booby traps to clear while under fire from eneny

M G. posts and pill boxes.

190. Heavy casualties were to be expected if the eneny put everything into
their defence. The critical point was whether the coastal defence troops
woul d be ready and what heart they would have in fighting. 1In a letter to
General Sinmonds, General Leese made the followi ng corments on Italian fighting

qualities:

UHowever, it is to be noted that the Naval Conmander-i n-Chief of
the Mediterranean Forces, Admiral Cunni ngham was none too optimstic
about the success of the operation. |I|ndeed, when the new plan was first
suggested, he visualized disaster and would not agree to it. It was not
until 14 May that he finally concurred in what he called "having the
Henl ey Regatta in the Sicilin Straits". (Menorandum of Conversati on,
General Sinmonds - Major Sesia, op. cit.)
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The beach defence will probably be held by Italians. | expect that the
i medi ate reserves will also be Italians. | have only once known the
Italians carry out a really active counter-attack. |If we can bring
sufficient small arnms to bear on themthey usually check sonme di stance
away on their counter-attacks. As long as we have sufficient A/ Tk
weapons ashore to deal with any tanks that they nay hold in | oca
reserve | do not think we shall expect much difficulty fromthe Italian
counter-attacks. On the other hand the Italian, during the Tunisia
fighting, was very stubborn in defence, in fact, during the |ast few
nonths the Italian has nearly always fought well in the defence until we
have closed with him Once we have closed with himhe gives up. The
great point about the Italian is that he does not hang on and fi ght,
once the | eading troops have by-passed him as is the customw th the
Germans, - a customthat nakes the German such a difficult custoner to

mop- up.

The counter-attack which | think may give us the nost trouble is the one
whi ch nmay be carried out by a Gernman battle group assisted by tanks. |
think a few hours nay el apse before this can come in as it will be
difficult for themto estinmte exactly where the | anding has taken pl ace
in view of the fact that the assault has taken place so late in the
ni ght....

(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Divi GOZC/E

General Leese to General Sinonds, 10 Jun 43.)
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191. Italian troops defending their honeland night be expected to put up
stiffer resistance than they had in other theatres of war. At any rate,
pl anning had to take the worst possible contingencies into account. |ndeed,
the M nutes of one of the Inter-Service Meetings (see para 72 above) contain
the foll owi ng gl oony paragraph:
Para 4
G 1 stated with regard to casualties, that it had been laid down that
provi ding there was one Battalion or nore of the Brigade |eft when the
beaches were reached they woul d assault as planned. |[|f a whole Brigade
were destroyed, the action of the Brigade which had been | ost woul d be
carried out by the Reserve Brigade assaulting, with the Commandos on
their left flank.
(C.P.S. File 1010, Daily Inter-Service Meting

27 May 43.)

192. Regarding eneny air activity, the Air Commander in the Mediterranean

i ssued a warning a few days prior to the invasion that all troops nust be
prepared the first day or two to accept cheerfully enemy air action against
shi ps and troops on the beaches (Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/C/E, Naval Message

re Arny Commanders' Conference, 7 Jul 43). A A defences were initially to be

used to protect the beaches and not troops inland.

193. The Naval appreciation of the eneny Naval and air forces was expressed

in the foll owing paragraphs taken from Force V Naval Operation Oder No. 1

ENEMY FORCES. NAVAL
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The enemy's Fleet is of considerable strength,. It has, however, been
largely inactive in the past, has had little success, and has incurred
heavy | osses. Mrale is considered to be Iow, and tactical ability
poor. It must, however, be recognized that if it is every going to
fight, it nust fight nowin defence of its own country frominvasion

and that it is strategically well placed to do so.

Al R FORCE

The enemy Air Forces, though of considerable strength are greatly
inferior to our own. Their capacity for harm shoul d be consi derably
limted by the offensive action of our bonbers, and by the defensive
action of our supporting fighters. Nevertheless, a considerable scale
of bonber and torpedo aircraft attack nmust be anticipated particularly
at dusk, dawn and by night.

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/RNVC/I: File No. 3,

Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1, Pl.)

(c) Then General Plan

194. As previously indicated, the original object of Operation "HUSKY" was
sinple "to seize and hold Sicily". However, as planning proceeded a |arge
obj ective was devel oped, nanely to knock Italy out of the war as quickly as
possible. This slightly altered the role of the invading Forces, as

General Leese explained in the letter to General Sinobnds quoted above:

...... The object nowis to dominate the Messina Straits as soon as
possible and to get a footing in the South of the mainland of Italy.
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10 Corps HQ under Brian Horrocks, has therefore been brought in to plan
for the passage across the Straits of Messina and the subsequent
operations to forma bridgehead on the nmainl and.

(Letter Ceneral Leese to Ceneral Sinobnds,

10 Jun 43.)

195. As we have seen, the Combined Force for this operation, known as

Force 141, the Arny conponent being 15 Arny Group, was conposed of an

Eastern Task Force known as Force 545 with the Eighth Arnmy, the mlitary
conmponent, and a Western Task Force known as Force 343 with the Anmerican
mlitary force later to becone the Seventh (U.S.) Army the nilitary conponent.
the organi zati on was a conplex one owing to the fact that the Eighth Arnmy and
the 18th Army Group were still fighting in North Africa during nmuch of the

pl anni ng peri od; hence the nunber of confusing code names given to the various
headquarters. The Order of Battle of the 15th Arnmy Group at the opening of
the Sicilian canpaign will be found in Appendix "F' 2. (See paras 35, 54 and

93 above.)

196. The Anerican Force, under General G Patton, consisted of 2nd corps (1st
and 45th Infantry Divisions), 3rd Infantry Division, 2nd Arnmoured Divi sion,
82nd Airborne Division, and in reserve, 9th Division (Hist Sec File

"HUSKY"/ C/|, 141 Force Operation Instruction No. 2, 21 May 43). Their task
was to make three simultaneous pre-dawn assaults on the GELA sector of the

sout hern coast of Sicily between CAPO SCARAM A and LI CATA, capture the Port of

12The Army Group invading Sicily becane known as 15th Arny Group on
"D' day.
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LI CATA and the airfields of PONTE OLI VO, BI SCARI and COM SO, and eventual ly
gain touch with Eighth Army at RAGUSA (ibid., Twelfth Arnmy Operation Order;

Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.).

197. The newly reorgani zed Eighth Army (until "D' day known by the code nane
"Twel fth Arnmy") was divided for the assault phase of the operation into two
corps, 13 Corps and 30 Corps. The Arny Reserve consisted of the 1lst Canadi an
Arny Tank Brigade (less one reginment) fromthe United Kingdom two field
regiments in TRIPOLI, and 10 Corps consisting of the 78th Infantry Division,
the 1st Arnoured Division, the 7th Arnmoured Division, the 4th Indian Mtorized
Di vi sion, the 2nd New Zeal and Infantry Division and the 6th Arnmoured Divi sion.
O the latter only 78 Div actually participated in the Sicilian canpaign.
(Twel fth Arnmy Operation Order, op. cit.: File P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum (1 Jun)

of Lecture outlining Operation "HUSKY" by General Montgonery, 27 May.)

198. Force 545 was to nmamke five sinmultaneous pre-dawn assaults on the south
eastern corner of the Island, with the object of capturing SYRACUSE and

PACHI NO Airfield and of establishing a firm bridgehead on the |ine SYRACUSE -
PALAZZOLO - RAGUSA, from which an advance could be made to capture AUGUSTA,
CATANI A and the GERBI N group of airfields. 13 Corps, consisting of the

5th Infantry Division, the 50th (Northunbrian) Infantry Division, the

1st Airborne Division and other troops was under comrand of Lt.-Gen. MC. (now
Sir Mles) Denpsey who, in 1941, had been Brigadier, General Staff at Canadi an
Corps Headquarters. 5 Div 50 Div were to land in the vicinity of AVOLA on the
beaches referred to as ACID NORTH and ACI D SOUTH respectively, while part of

1 Airborne Div was to |and west of SYRACUSE and a Commando detachnent just to
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the south of that port. 30 Corps, consisting of the 1st Canadian Infantry

Di vi sion, the 51st (Hi ghland) Division, the 231st Infantry Brigade and ot her
troops was under command of Lt.-Gen. Sir Oiver Leese, Bt., who had conmanded
it during the battle of EL ALAMEIN and the pursuit into Tunisia. 51 (H) Dv
was conmanded by Maj.-Gen. Wnberley and 231 Bde by Brigadier Smth. The
|atter was to assault through two beaches north and south of MARZAMEN (0094)
nunbered 51 and 52 respectively, and known by the code nane BARK EAST. Their
i medi ate task was to secure a bridgehead sone three mles wide inland to the
road running north from PACHINO. 51 (H) Div was to assault on the beaches
bet ween AQUA PALOMBA (0189) and PUNTA DELLE FORM CHE (9485) known as

BARK SOUTH. Their nmamin ask was to capture Beach 56 in the

Bay RADA DI PORTOPALLO and PACHINO town. 1 Cdn Inf Div and attached troops
were to capture the BARK WEST sector west of PUNTA DELLE FORM CHE as i ndi cated
bel ow. (Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.; Hist Sec File
"HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/iC I, 1 Cdn Inf Div Operation Order No. 1, 7 Jun 43;

Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/C/I, Force 545 Mlitary Operation Instruction No. 1.)

199. Following the change in the final objective of the operations, the plan
after landing was sonewhat altered as explained by General Leese in the letter

referred to above:

The Allied Plan after | anding, therefore, is for the Anericans to forma
firmbase on the West covering the aerodronmes, and for 13 Corps to drive
on relentlessly in order to seize SYRACUSE, AUGUSTA and CATANIA with the
| east possible delay. Fromthese bases he Eighth Army will strike with
its right in order to secure crossings over the Straits. The genera
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conception is thus to hold on the left and strike on the right. By this
means we should cut off and isolate the eneny still holding out around

PALERMO and in the West of the |sland.

The role of 30 Corps is primarily to assist 13 Corps. This may
necessitate holding, with you on our left, while we concentrate every
effort on our right in order to take over the high ground above AVOLA
from 13 Corps, thus releasing troops to assist in their further
of fensive actions to seize the ports. Fromthis high ground we shal
operate towards PALAZZOLO, and in due course take over SYRACUSE from
13 Corps. |If the eneny resistance is strong, it may be necessary to
concentrate the whole efforts of the Corps on the right, and so for the
first few days it nay be necessary to restrict your novenents towards
RAGUSA to patrol activities. Continue planning for offensive action
agai nst RAGUSA, but be ready to check and hold al ong the ROSCLINI -
SPACCAFORNO road if we find that the enemy resistance is too strong to
enabl e us to advance simultaneously on both flanks of the Corps. The
Arny Commander is explaining this plan to the Americans so that they
wi |l not be disappointed if we cannot join up with themat once in the
RAGUSA area......

(Letter Ceneral Leese to Ceneral Sinonds,

on. cit.)

200. The British Line of Communication was to run back to the M ddl e East

from an advanced base in TRIPOLI, while the American L. of C. was to run
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westwards to French North Africa and hence to the United States (File P. A

1-14-1, General Montgonery's Lecture, 27 My).

201. These military operations were, of course, initially dependent on Nava
and Air action. Some account is therefore necessary of the Naval and Air part

of the General Pl an.

202. The Naval plan was franed with the foll owi ng intentions:

(a) To avoid concentration of ships in the central Mediterranean for as

| ong as possible in continuation of the Deception Pl an.

(b) During the Approach phase to conformthe novenents of all convoys to

those normal for through Mediterranean convoys until D 1.

(c) To provide strong A A escort for convoys around Cape Bon, which

passage will be in daylight under fighter cover.

(d) To concentrate the Battleship covering forces in the | ONl AN SEA by

D1 to protect the assault convoys.

The novenents of the Battle fleet on D1 will be directed to

threatening the West coast of Greece.

(e) To provide strong escort and support for the Eastern Task Force
assaul ts.
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(f) To cover the Northern and Western flanks of D Day assaults with

surface forces by night.

(g) To ensure the adequate escort for followup and return convoys.

(h) To continue to support and maintain the Eighth Arny to the ful
extent of their requirenents.
(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/C/l, Appendix "I" to

Force 545 Mlitary Operation Instruction No. 1)

Every effort was to be made to harry the Italian fleet in harbour and if

possible to drive it up the ADRIATIC (Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1,

op. cit.)

203. The Naval forces to carry out this plan were under the suprene comand
of Admiral Cunningham They were divided into the sane two main Task Forces
as the Arny, plus a Naval Covering Force called Force "H'. The latter

consi sting of four battleships, four cruisers, two aircraft carriers and sone
ei ghteen destroyers, was the force to be concentrated in the | ONl AN SEA by
D-1. An additional force of two battleships, two cruisers and six destroyers
based on ALG ERS was to cover the convoys along the North African coast and to
be a relief or reinforcement to Force "H'. There was also a |ight covering
force of cruisers and destroyers known as Force "Q@', to be detached in the
afternoon of D-1 to cover the northern flank of the eastern assaults.
(Operation "HUSKY", Qutline Naval Plan, 16 May 43; at present this docunent is
not in the Historical Section's files but was seen at C.OH Q)
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204. The Eastern Task Force under the command of Admiral Sir Bertram

H Ransay, K C.B., MV.O, was divided into three mai n conponents: Force "A"
under command of Rear Admiral T. Troubridge, D.S.O., carrying 13 Corps and
sailing fromthe Mddle East; Force "B" under Rear Admiral R R MGigor
carrying 30 Corps less 1 Cdn Inf Div, sailing fromthe Mddle East and from
Tuni sia; and Force "V' under comrand of Rear Admiral Sir Philip Vian, K B.E.
D.S.0O, carrying 1 Cdn Inf Div. ' There was also a Naval Support G oup known
as Force "K", consisting of four cruisers and six destroyers based on MALTA to
assist in the escorting of the south eastern assaults to their beaches and to
provi de gun support to the | andings on ACID and BARK. Further gun support was
to be provided by two nonitors, five gunboats, nine |anding craft gun (large),
(L.C.G, L), six landing craft tank (rocket), (L.C.T., R) and eight |anding
craft flak (L.C.F.). Each Task Force al so had four subnmarines at its

di sposal . (ibid.)

205. It may be noted that in all some 2,600 assault craft, transports and
naval vessels were used (CMHQ File 4/ CGen Apprec/3, WO "General Note" for
July 1943). Exclusive of warships and smaller assault craft, there were over
750 transports of various kinds in all the different convoys setting out for
Sicily. The conmponents of the Eastern Task Force fromthe M ddl e East had
some 300 transports. Each convoy had in addition its own escort of

destroyers, corvettes and frigates, etc., over and above the Naval forces

BFour Canadi an | anding craft flotillas were included in the force
carrying 51 (H) Div. Commander Maclachlan, R C.N. V.R, personal staff
officer to Rear Admiral Troubridge, |ater declared that had he known in
time he certainly would have taken steps to ensure that the Canadi an
flotillas worked with the Canadi an troops.
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al ready referr

I nstruction No

205A. Ports of
1 Cdn Inf Div:

51 (H) Inf Dv

231 I nf Bde:)

5 1nf Div: )

50 Inf Div: )

1 Airborne Div

Ports for the

45 (U.S.) |nf

ed to. (ibid.; H st Sec File "HUSKY"/C/l, 141 Force Operation

. 2, 21 May 43.)

enbarkation for the Eastern Task Force were as foll ows:

Cl ydesi de

Mal ta, SOUSSE and SFAX

ALEXANDRI A and Port SAID

KAl ROUAN

Western Task Force were:

Di v: ORAN

1 (U.S.) Inf Div ALG ERS

3 (US) Inf Dv )

2 (US.) Arnd

82 (U.S.) Airb

Div ) TUNI'S and Bl ZERTA

orne Div: KAI ROUAN

(This informati on has been obtained fromHi st Sec files "HUSKY"/C/ H

and /C/ 1, and checked at the offices of Historica

\\ar

Cabi net Secretariat.)
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206. A general rendezvous south of MALTA for all assault convoys was arranged
for noon on D1. Sections were then to divide and proceed as necessary to

their beaches (ibid., Appendix to Force 545 M litary Operation Instruction

No. 1).

207. During the actual assault, the Navy was to be prepared to provide fire
support to deal with the sore batteries and coast defence |ights.

General Montgonery enphasi zed the inportance of meking use of this very
considerable fire power since tactical air support would not be avail able
during the early stages of the battle. The landing was to be "a silent one
until the eneny made it noisy, then the prearranged fire plan would be put in
hand". (P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum (1 Jun) of Lecture outlining Operation

"HUSKY" by General Montgonery, 27 May.)

208. The principal tasks of the Air Force were to win air superiority over

Sicily, to protect the convoys, to provide direct support for the Arny and to
transport airborne troops and supplies. (Hist Sec File Operation "HUSKY"/C/I,
Qutline Air Plan issued as Appendix "E" to Twelfth Arny Operation Order No. 1

27 May 1943.)

209. For all operations connected with "HUSKY" it was planned to have the

following air forces available, with the possibility of additional units being

provi ded:
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No. of Squadrons

S.E. (Single engined fighter)

Fi ghters (O fensive)
S.E. Fighters (Defensive)

.
m

.F. (Twi n-engined fighter)

Day (Offensive)
T.E. F. Day (Defensive)
T.E.F. Night (Ofensive)
T.E. F. Night (Defensive)

Bonbers - Light

Bonbers - Medi um ( Day)
Bonbers - Medi um (Ni ght)
Bonbers - Heavy (Day)
Bonmbers - Heavy (Night)
Coast al XX

Arrmy Co-op

Transport Aircraft
P.RU/P.S U
diders

British Aneri can Total Aircraft
28-1/2 18 908
21 9 562
- 9 225
4 - 64
1 - 16
7 - 112
7 12 304
28 448
9 - 180
- 36 432
2 - 32
20-1/2 - 360
4-1/2 2 110
5-1/2 30 506
3-1/2 2 70
- 500 -
113-1/2 146 4328

(excl gliders)

NOTE: The term “defensive' is applied to those squadrons whose primary

function is shipping protection and defence of vul nerabl e areas.

X Excl udes 1 Free French Squadron - 38 aircraft total

XX Excludes 2 F. A  A. Squadrons -

24 aircraft tota
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(ibid., Revision of Qutline Air Plan dated

4 Jun 43.)

210. 23 of the Fighter Squadrons were originally to be based on MALTA, but
three Wngs (15-1/2 squadrons) were to begin noving into Sicily about D + 2,
acconpani ed by one Flight froma Tactical Reconnai ssance Squadron. After the
capture of Pantellaria ** a Fighter Wng of Kittyhawks was to assist MALTA in

the protection of convoys on D-1, and nove into Sicily about D+ 8. (Qutline

Air Plan, op, cit.)

211. During the opening phase of "HUSKY" a |large standing patrol of fighters
based on Malta was to be maintained over the assault beaches for the first
vital few hours. Light Bonbers were to "operate in the western theatre and
Medi um Bonbers in the eastern theatre to pre-arranged programe of attacks on
eneny airfields and other selected objectives designed to neutralize the eneny
air effort to such an extent as to mininize attacks on assault beaches and on
shi ppi ng anchored off them and restrict the novenent or reinforcenments.” Only
i n exceptional circunstances was cl ose support bonmbing to be available to the
Arny. By the time the Air Force noved into Sicily the commitment for the
protection of beaches woul d be reduced and Fi ghter Bonbers were then to becone
avail abl e for support bonbing. (ibid.). It my be noted that three R C. A F.

Wel i ngton Squadrons operated in Sicily.

4QOperation "CORKSCREWS", the reduction of Pantellaria, was decided
upon by General Eisenhower on 11 May and executed on 11 Jun. |t was
preceded by six days intense air bonmbardnent and one day's nhava
bonmbardnent. The assault was carried out by 1 (Brit) Div from SOUSSE
and the garrison surrendered inmediately. (MO 1 Report, op. cit.)
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212. In conjunction with the conbined Naval, Air and Mlitary plans, there
was also a "Cover Plan" provided "a false date for D day and fal se
destinations for the Assault Forces". |Its objects were (1) to retard eneny
reinforcenent of Sicily, (2) to |ower eneny vigilance there, (3) to reduce
attacks on "HUSKY" shipping and (4) to keep the Italian fleet to the east of

the Straits of MESSINA. The "Cover Dates and Destinations" were as foll ows:

Crete 24 Jul 44
Pel oponnese 26 Jul 44
Corsica and Sardinia 31 Jul 44

(Twel fth Army Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.)

213. The actual date selected for the assault, referred to in planning as
D-day, was 10 Jul 43 while Hhour, the tinme at which the first flight of

| anding craft in the nain assault would touch the beach, was 0245 hours. This
informati on was signalled to all ships in the operation only on 4 Jul. 1
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/C/E, C.-in-C. Med. to all Ships and Authorities,

Operation "HUSKY", 4 Jul 43.)

(d) 1st Canadi an Division Operation Order No. 1 and Conplenentary Orders

214. The foregoing outline of the General Plan forns the necessary background
for the detailed Plan of 1 Cdn Inf Div. The Plan which General Sinobnds sent
back from CAI RO (para 95 above) was, except for a few minor adjustnments, the

Plan that was ultimately enbodied in the Division's Operation Order for

15General Ei senhower had selected this date as far back as 20 Mar
and reaffirmed it on 12 Apr (MO 1 Report, op. cit.).
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"HUSKY" (Conversation between General Sinonds and Major Sesia, op. cit.). The
text will be found in Appendix "D'. In conjunction with this O der, however
it is necessary to exam ne the very detailed Orders of the Naval Conmander

the Senior Naval O ficers (Landing) on ROGER and SUGAR beaches and the
Principal Mlitary Landing O ficer. ¢(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/RN C/I, Operation
"HUSKY" Force V Naval Operation and Communi cation Orders, 30 May 1943, and
"S.N.O L. (R Operation Order", 29 May 1943; C.P.S. File 109 P.ML.O

Operational Instructions No. 1, 14 Jun 43.)

215. Force "K", conmprising four cruisers and six destroyers, was to
rendezvous with the assault convoys at 1200 hours on D-1 day and give them
cover fromthence onwards. At approximately 1800 hours seven L.C. I. (L)
(Landing Craft Infantry, Large) and four MLs. (Mtor Launches) for beach
finding were to join the force fromMalta. Before dark the whole convoy was
to forminto two colums and proceed to the release position for the assault
whi ch was seven miles offshore. The |eft hand colum, |ed by the Headquarters
ship HMS. "Hilary" and carrying 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, was to approach SUGAR
sector while the right hand col um, headed by HM nonitor "Roberts", was to
approach ROGER sector. These ships were to reach the rel ease position at

H- 230 minutes, i.e. 0035 hours, where they were to be joined by L.C.T., m ne

16The "Force and Naval Operation and Conmunication Orders" issued
on 10 Jun 43 over the signature of Rear Admiral Vian are sixteen in
nunber and forma very detail ed and conprehensi ve docunment running into
several hundred pages with nunerous charts and diagranms. The "S.N. O L.
(R) Operation Order", issued on 30 May over the signature of Capt G ey,
R N. is equally detailed, running into some 80 pages including 15 pages
of excellent diagrams. Presumably there was a sinmilar Oder by his
opposi te nunber on SUGAR Beach but there is no copy in the Historica
Section's files.
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sweepers and ancillary craft for close support. The slow assault convoy was
to arrive at the release position at H+ 2-1/2 hours acconpani ed by four fleet

m ne sweepers. (Force V Naval Operation Orders Nos. 1 and 3.)

216. On anchoring in the Rel ease Position, landing craft were to be ready for
lowering fully |oaded. 22 L.C. A (Landing Craft Assault) led by ML. No. 1
and supported by one L.C.G (L) and one L.C.F. were to proceed ashore carrying
Nos. 40 and 41 R M Comrmandos, as soon as possible after arrival. they were
to be | anded by 0235 hours. 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to be landed in two flights on
ROGER sector. Four assault conpanies in 16 L.C.A. led by ML. No. 4 and
supported by a destroyer, one L.C.G (L) and three L.C.S. (M (Landing Craft
Support, Medium were to be | anded at H hour, while the remraining conpanies
and battalion headquarters in 21 L.C.A. and two L.C.M (Landing Craft

Mechani zed) led by ML. No. 5 were to follow twenty minutes behind the first
flight and beach as required by the Senior Mlitary Oficer. (S.NOL. (R

Operation Order; see acconpanying nmap of the assault.)

217. 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to be landed in a simlar manner on SUGAR sect or.

(ibid.)

218. The supporting fire for the assault was to be provided by the nonitor
"Roberts", the A A cruiser "Delhi" and three destroyers under the control of
Admiral Vian in "Hilary". In addition, supporting fire fromtwo cruisers and
three destroyers of Force "K' was to be expected on targets conmon to the
three assaults, i.e., BARK SOUTH, WEST and EAST. Cl ose support fire for the
assault flights was to be provided by L.C.G, L.C.F. and L.C.S. (Force V Naval
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Operation Order Nos 1 and 6.) As we have seen, if conplete surprise were
mai nt ai ned up to H-hour, no covering bonmbardnment was to precede the assault.

I f such were not the case, however, the supporting warships were to bonbard
until H 15 minutes. |If formations and units of 1 Cdn Inf Div had not silenced
all coast defence batteries within the divisional sector by first light, the
war shi ps were to resune their bonmbardment and neutralize any active eneny

batteries while engaging the landing forces (1 Cdn Div Operational Order

No. 1, op.cit.)

219. In a conversation with General MNaughton, General Sinonds expl ai ned how
closely the Navy and Arnmy had to cooperate in this inportant matter. It was
therefore arranged that an Arny. F. O O would acconpany every Navy F.O. O He
said that the guns of destroyers and cruisers would fire on active hostile
batteri es engagi ng shi ps approachi ng the beaches, and that the two 15-inch
guns of "Roberts" woul d engage the defences in the PACH NO area well clear of
our troops and al so the coast defence batteries and eneny reserves on the
roads. The cruisers were to take on hostile batteries further inland. The
L.C.C. carrying two 4.7-inch guns each were to deal with beach defence |lights
and gun flashes until |anding craft were beached. They were then to draw off
to the flanks and deal with eneny machi ne guns and nortars. The L.C.S. were
for smoke if needed, and for shooting up beach lights. Fir was to be opened
100 yards off shore if surprise was not attained. The Divisional Comrander
pai d special tribute to Admral Vian for accepting "grave risks" in order to
anchor his supporting ships close inshore to give nore accurate fire.

(P.A 1-14-1 Menorandum (1 Jun) of Conversation General MNaughton -

General Sinmonds, 30 May 43.)
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220. Hedgerows, a special rocket weapon for beach assault, were to be fired
when 100 yards fromthe beach if the eneny defences were in action, while the
first flight of L.C. A were to fire flying cortex fromthe sane distance

whet her defences were in action or not. The hedgerows were for clearing
passages 100 yards by 25 feet through beach minefields while the cortex was
for detonating underwater mnes. It was in 120 feet strips wound around

coni cal druns mounted on the bows of the L.C. A and fired by a 2-1b Scheunely
pi stol. Natural underwater obstructions were to be dealt with by L.C. P.

equi pped with expl osives for that purpose. (S.N.O L. (R) Operation Order,

para 64 and Force V Naval Operation Oder No. 5.)

221. The remaining serials (brigade and divisional reserves) were to be

| anded according to a schedule in L.C.T., L.CM and L.C.I. As a general
principle, D.UK W. were to be used in the initial stage for the unloading of
stores and not of personnel, and L.C. M for discharging notor transport. The
control of unloading was to be "the responsibility of the PML.O and R N."
working in conjunction with the S N.Gs.L. and P.B.Ms. (Principal Beach
Masters) (C.P.S. File 109, P.ML.O Operational Instructions No. 1, 14 Jun 43;

WD. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, June 43, Appendix re "Assault" by SSN.OT.).

222. The intention of the Divisional Commander, as stated in his Operation

Order, was:

(a) to capture BARK WEST sector (Beach 57);

(b) to protect the left flank of 30 Corps;
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(c) to capture PACHINO Airfield and develop it for operational use;

(d) to prepare to advance to the line of the road ROSOLINI, 8502, -

POZZALLO, 7592, in conformty with 51 (H) Div.

(1 Cdn Inf Div Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.:
the text of this order will be found in

Appendi x "G'.)

223. This operation was to be carried out in three phases. Phase | was to
consi st of the capture of BARK WEST sector, the destruction of coast defence
artillery and beach defences, the clearing of the high ground i medi ately
overl ooki ng the beaches and the capture of PACH NO Airfield. During Phase |
the divisional reserve were to be |anded, certain features three to four mles
inland were to be captured, and the division reorgani zed preparatory to a
further advance. 1In the third phase the division was to advance in conformty

with 51 (H) Div to the general line ROSOLINI - |SPICA - POZZALLO. (ibid.)

224. As we have seen, the assault on the beaches was to be made on a
two-brigade front, supported on the left by a sinultaneous assault by the

Speci al Service Brigade.

225. The 1st Canadi an Infantry Brigade Group, which was to | and on ROGER
sector east of GROTTICELLE at H- hour, had under conmand:

2 Canadi an Fi el d Regi nent

142 Field Reginment (Self-Propelled) (l ess one battery and one troop)
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51 Canadi an Anti-Tank Battery

5 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
1 Canadi an Field Conpany

Det achment 1 Canadi an Divi si on Signals
4 Canadi an Field Anbul ance

Section 1 Canadi an Division Provost Conpany

They were to:
(a) destroy the enemy coast defence battery reported near MAUCI NI,
(b) capture PACHI NO Airfield and the high ground to the west,
(c) establish contact with 51 (H) Div during this advance, and
(d) send patrols forward as soon as possible to contact 231 Bde to the
north of PACHI NO.

(ibid.)

226. The 2nd Canadi an Infantry Brigade Group which was to | and on the beach
known as SUGAR sector, west of GROITICELLE, had under conmand:

3 Canadi an Fi el d Regi nent

Battery and Troop 142 Field Regi nent (Self-Propelled)

90 Canadi an Anti-Tank Battery

54 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft battery

3 Canadi an Fi el d Conpany

5 Canadi an Field Anbul ance

They were to:
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(a) advance west to destroy eneny beach defences, neet the S.S. Bde and

give it what assistance it needed,

(b) take up positions north of PANTANO LONGARI NI and patrol to the
nort hwest .

(ibid.)

227. The Special Service Brigade was also to |and at H hour between
PUNTA CASTELLAZZO, square 8889, and PUNTA Cl Rl GA, square 8688, and:

(a) destroy enemy coast defence batteries and their defence in that

area,
(b) capture the beach to the north of PUNTA CASTELLAZZO, and
(c) reorgani ze on the high ground to the northwest.
(iLbid.)

(For Divisional and Brigade boundaries, divisions of the beaches and |ines of

advance, see the acconpanying nmap of the | anding.)

228. During the second phase the divisional reserve was to land in the
following priority: the 12th Canadi an Tank Regi ment, the 1st Canadi an
Anti-Tank Reginment (less three batteries) and the 3rd Canadian Infantry
Bri gade Group with under conmand:

57 Anti-Tank Battery

2 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft Battery

9 Canadi an Field Ambul ance

One section of 1 Cdn Div Provost Conpany

146 Report No. 126



Thi s divisional reserve was to be prepared to |and through whi chever beach
appeared to be nost suitable. 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to advance inland to the
vicinity of BURA O Then either 1 or 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, as ordered, was to
continue to advance to the northwest, while 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to capture the
hi gh ground to the west of their previous positions. The S.S. Bde was to
conformto the novenents of 2 Cdn Inf Bde and cover the left flank of the

di vi si on by occupying the ground to the south of the 2nd Bri gade area, and
patrolling to the sea at FOCE CH ANETTE. (ibid.). By the end of this phase
1 Cdn Inf Div was to have established a bridgehead approxi mately eight niles

wi de and four mniles deep

229. The Sel f-propelled and other Reginments of artillery were to be under
command of the assaulting brigades as allotted and were to be depl oyed as
close as practical to the inter-brigade boundary in order to facilitate their
re-groupi ng under the Divisional Commander Royal Artillery (ibid.). The chief
tasks of the Divisional Engineers were in order of priority:

(a) clearance of |anes through m nefields,

(b) comuni cati ons,

(c) water supply,

(d) possible “de-lousing' of PACHI NO Airfield, and

(e) provision of defence stores and division dunps.
The Beach Engineers (R E.) were responsible for clearing obstacles and m nes

on and off the beaches, inproving exists, |aying beach roadways, etc. (ibid.)

230. No. 3 Beach Group was to land with 1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, devel op the beach
mai nt enance area and service the assault elenents of both 1 and 2 Cdn |Inf Bde
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Gps. No. 4 Beach Group was to be prepared to extend the beach nmai ntenance
area as ordered. The Special Airfield Construction Group was to restore

PACHI NO Airfield as quickly as possible. (ibid.)

231. The Operation Orders of 1, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, the S.S. Bde, 1 Cdn Inf
Div Arty, Engineers, Signals, Arny Service Corps, RE ME and H Q

303 Sub-area Beach, are to be found in C.P.S. Files 103/ "HUSKY"/1-9.

232. After enbarkation the GO C 1 Cdn Div issued a second order outlining
his plan for securing the Corps' first and second objectives after the capture
of the bridgehead, but since its contents are concerned entirely with a |ater
nore probl ematical stage of the operations, it is not necessary to refer to it
further until the actual account of the canpaign in a |ater report (H st Sec
File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/iC/ B, "Qutline Plan for Securing Corps First and

Second Obj ectives after Capture of the Beach-head", 5 Jul 43).

233. The 30 Corps Operation Order stressed the great inportance of capturing,
clearing and repairing the PACH NO | andi ng ground, and if at all possible, of
having it ready for the R A F. by the evening of D-day. Should 51 (H DIV OR
231 Inf Bde achieve success in this area before the Canadi an Division, then
they were to capture, and start clearing and repairing the field. The Corps
Order also provided that if Beach 57 proved unsatisfactory for devel opnent,

1 Cdn Div was to use the western end of Beach 56. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/C I,

30 Corps Operation Order No. 5, 29 May 43.)
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234. Provision was made for wireless communication with 45 (U.S.) Div
operating on the left of 1 Cdn Div while an exchange of liaison officers was
arranged with 51 (H) Div on the right (C.P.S. Telegrans File, Tel 128/ G Ops,

FORTUNE to WO., Tel 9459, 10 Jun and P 203, 19 Jun 43, AF.HQ to WQ).

235. In the conversation between Generals MNaughton and Sinonds referred to
above, the operation's chances of success were estinmated as foll ows:
It was agreed that casualties m ght possible be higher in 1 Cdn Div than
woul d be the case in a nore battle experienced fornmation, even so
General Sinmonds said that in view of the great superiority of force, the
sound plans and the careful preparations he had not the slightest doubt
of the successful outcome of the operation. GCeneral Sinonds stated that
recent intelligence reports indicated that the opposition which the
expedi ti on m ght expect to encounter woul d consist of some four Italian
Divs with possibly an additional Germa div in reserve. None of the four
Italian Divs had previously battle experience. He said the beaches
allocated to 1 Cdn Div were difficult but on the other hand they were
lightly defended. He thought the rate of build up as planned woul d be
sufficient.
(File P.A 1-14-1 Menorandum of Conversati on,
General s McNaughton and Si nonds, 30 Mar dated

1 Jun 43.)

(e) Directive to Canadi an Commanders

236. On 19 Jun, a few days prior to the departure of the Canadi an force from
Engl and, General MNaughton, as Seni or Conmbatant O ficer,
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Canadi an Arny Overseas, issued a Directive to the GO C. 1 Cdn Div and the
Commander of 1 Cdn Army Tank Bde. Appended to this Directive was Order of
Detail No. 7. In pursuance of powers conferred by P.C 3464, 29 Apr 43, this
Order provided that the following formations and units "do act in conbination
with all the Naval, Mlitary and Air Forces of the several parts of the
Briti sh Coormonweal th and serving in or based upon or operating fromthe
Continent of Africa or enbarked in the United Kingdom for the purpose of any
such service......

1 Canadi an Infantry Division

1 Canadi an Arny Tank Bri gade

1 Canadi an Tank Delivery Squadron

Det achment 1 Canadi an Tunnel | i ng Conpany

5 Canadi an General Hospita

15 Canadi an General Hospital

1 Canadi an Field Surgical Unit

2 Canadi an Field Surgical Unit

1 Canadi an Field Transfusion Unit

1 Canadi an Conval escent Depot

1 Canadi an Dental Conpany

1 Canadi an Divisional Sub Park

1 Canadi an Arny Tank Brigade Sub Park

1 Canadi an Infantry Troops Workshop

1 Canadi an Heavy Recovery Section

1 Canadi an Lines of Conmunication Provost Section

2 Canadi an Li nes of Communication Provost Section

3 Canadi an Provost Section
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1 Canadi an Field Cash O fice

Canadi an Section GHQ 1 Echelon (Type A)

Canadi an Section GHQ 2 Echelon (Type B)

1 Canadi an Graves Registration Unit

1 Canadi an Base Rei nforcement Depot-H Q and four reinforcenent

battal i ons

Det achment First Canadi an Arnmy Base Post O fice

1 Canadi an Public Rel ations Detachnent"
(P.A 1-14-1-8, Directive of the Senior
Combat ant Officer of the Canadian Mlitary
Forces serving in the United Kingdom or the

Conti nent of Europe, dated 19 Jun 43).

237. This Order was to take effect on the enbarkation of the formations and
units in question in the United Kingdom for despatch to the Mediterranean
Theatre, from which date they were to conme under command of the GO C. -in-C
15 Arny Group. Ceneral Sinopnds and Brigadier Wman were to continue to enjoy
the right of reference to the Governnment of Canada in respect to any matter in
which the forces under their conmand were |likely to be involved or committed
or in any question of their admi nistration which mght require correction
Such reference was to be nmade t hrough General MNaughton, and only when the
remedi al or other actin deenmed necessary had been represented to the

O ficer Commandi ng the Conbi ned Forces without his having taken appropriate
action. Appended to the Directive were warrants authorizing the two officers
addressed to convene General Courts Marital for the trial of any officer or
soldier in the mlitary forces of Canada under their command. Wirrants in
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like terms were issued to the GO C -in-C. 15 Arny Group, the G O C.
Ei ghth Arny and the O ficer Commandi ng First Canadi an Base Rei nforcenent
Depot. Instructions regarding a nunmber of matters of administration were

contained in an appendix to the Directive. (ibid.)

238. Ceneral Montgonery had told General MNaughton prior to the issue of
this Directive that he proposed to deal with only one Senior Canadi an officer
on purely donmestic Canadian natters and that he considered in appropriate that
Maj . - Gen. Sinonds should be this officer. He said that General Sinmonds woul d
inthis way be in a position to use his special authority to comrunicate
directly with General MNaughton if the situation so demanded.

General MNaughton said that he had no objection to this proposal providing it
did not result in over-burdening CGeneral Sinopnds with responsibilities for
Canadi an units which might not be under his inmmediate command. (P.A 1-14-1,
Menor andum of Conversati on between General MNaughton and General Montgonery,
31 May 43, dated 1 Jun 43.) The Directive itself gave the Commander of the
Arny Tank Brigade exactly the sanme powers as the GO C. 1 Cdn Inf Div but it
provided that the GO C -in-C. 15 Arny G oup or the conmander of a formation
subordinate to himm ght place 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde in whole or in part under

command of 1 Cdn Inf Div.

239. It will be renenbered that the formations and units |isted above were
divided into two distinct forces designated as Force "A" and Force "B", code
nanmes | ater changed to Force "X" and Force "Y' (C.P.S. Telegrans file,

Tel GPIG 47154, Force 545 to WO., 9 May 43). Each of these Forces al so
contained a certain number of British units not included in the list of units
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and formations quoted above. A conplete Order of Battle of Force "X and

Force "Y' with amendnents is to be found in CMHQ File 3/SICILY/1/2 in the
formof a War OFfice Menorandum dated 16 May 43. (This nenorandumis also in
C.P.S. File 2201 which also contains a conplete list of Commanders and Staffs

of 1 Cdn Inf Div and of non-divisional troops of "Force X ").

240. 1 Cdn Inf Div with 12 Cdn Tks, certain non-divisional Canadian O dnance
and Medical Units and a Canadian Field Cash Officer were also in Force X. A
Speci al Service Brigade, 142 Fd Regt (S.P.) 1 H A A Regt, 31 L.A A Regt,
75 L.A. A Regt, 15 Airfd Constr Gp, No. 3 and 4 Beach Groups and numerous

other smaller British units were also included in this force. (1 Cdn Inf Div

Operation Order, op. cit., Appendix "N'.)

241. 12 Cdn Tks had been withdrawn fromthe Arny Tank Brigade in accordance
with CGeneral Montgonery's plan to have a tank battalion or an arnoured
reginment |land with each division in the early stages. However, he had

expl ai ned "that he proposed to group his arnour as soon as possible and use it
under the Corps and not in penny packets". (P.A 1-14-1, Menorandum (1 Jun)

of Lecture Qutlining Operation "HUSKY" by General Montgonery, 27 May 43.)

242. The Special Service Brigade under the command of a distinguished

British Oficer, Brigadier R E. Laycock, D.S. O (subsequently Chief of

Combi ned Operations) consisted of 40 and 41 Royal Marine Conmandos. They had
trained with the Canadian Division in Scotland but were under command for the
initial assault only. The G O C. had endeavoured to obtain special L.S.1.(S)
(Landi ng Ships Infantry, Small) to bring the Commandos fromthe United Ki ngdom
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to the beaches, but without success. |ndeed at one stage in the planning,

i nstructions were sent for the Commandos to proceed to North Africa ahead of
the Force. Eventually, however, it was arranged for themto sail, 40 Conmando
with 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 41 Conmando with 2 Cdn Inf Bde. (C. P.S. Telegrans File,

Tel egranms 8, 10, 14, 16, 18 May; WD. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, May 43.)

243. The 142nd Field Reginent (Self Propelled) and the 70th Medi um Regi nent,
R A, were allotted to 1 Cdn Inf Div as extra artillery (Hi st Sec File
"HUSKY"/ C/I, 30 Corps Operation Order No. 5, 29 May 43, para 9). 142 Fd Regt
was i ncluded anmnong the divisional troops and operated with the Division during
nost of the canpaign. One battery of 70 Med Regt | anded with the Division
while the remainder arrived in the D+ 3 Convoy. The renmining units were all
Arny troops and were only with 1 Cdn Inf Div for the voyage fromthe

Uni ted Ki ngdom and t he subsequent |anding. The primary task of all A A units
was to be the defence of Ports and Airfields (Hist Sec File "HUSKY'/C/I,

"Twel fth Arnmy Operation Order No. 1", para 24.) 1In the first few days the
beach groups worked very closely with the Division but before long they took

the role of L. of C. troops (WD. 103 Sub Area (Beach) July 1943).

244. Force "Y", which was to land on D + 3, was divided into five groups.
Group 1 consisted of 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde (less 12 Cdn Tks) and the necessary
signals, army service corps, ordnance, provost and nedical units to nake the
Bri gade self-sufficient, as well as the renminder of 70 Med Regt. Groups 2, 3
and 4 consisted of British artillery, engineer and other units while Group 5

contained 5 Cdn Gen Hosp. (WD., GS., HQ, 1 Cdn Inf Div, My 1943,

154 Report No. 126



Appendi x 71; Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/C/'N, Order of Battle Force "B", 9 May 43;

see para 250 bel ow.)

245. The second line transport of Force "X" and certain units %7 required for
the initial assault were to sail in a followup convoy (known as BERRICK | 1)
acconpanyi ng Force "Y' (C.P.S. File 108 Movenent Instruction W5 31B,

Appendi ces "A" and "B", 23 May 43).

246. Included in the Order of Detail list of units quoted above were the
additional units authorized late in May as a result of Brigadi er Beanent's
recommendati ons (see paras 109 and 110 above). Most of these were to travel
direct to North Africa in two ships acconmpanying Force "X" or Force "Y" under
the code nanme "OFFSIDE". (CMHQ File 3/SICILY/ 1/2 Menorandum of Meeting
28 May, dated 31 May 43, Tel 84711 WO. to FORTUNE, 29 May 43; WO to

CMHOQ 18 May 43; CMH Q Instruction to Units "OFF-SIDE", 11 Jun 43.)

247. The total strength of all Canadian units and formations, including

rei nforcenents and niscell aneous units going to North Africa, enbarked in the
assault and i medi ate foll ow up convoys of Forces "X' and "Y' was

1,851 officers and 24,835 other ranks, meking a grand total of 26,686 all
ranks (CMHQ, AG (Stat) File Sicily Force, 10 Jul 43). Detailed

statistics will be found in Appendi x "H".

171 Cdn Fd Regt, one squadron of 1 Cdn Recce Regt, one battery of
2 Cdn Fd Amb, 1 and 2 Cdn F.D.S., 2 Cdn Fd hyg Sec, 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bde
Wksp, 2 and 3 Cdn I nf Bde Support G oups, Postal and Provost
Det achment s.
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THE CONVOY PROGRAMVE

248. So far, we have only discussed the MIlitary plans for the canpaign, both
admi ni strative and operational, and the Naval and Air Force plans insofar as
they affected the MIlitary plan. Sonme nention has been nade of the various
convoys participating in the invasion but it renmains to be described how these
convoys were forned in the United Kingdom The business was primarily a Nava
responsibility, and a governing factor was the nunber of ships avail able.

Some units or sub-units had to be elimnated fromthe original Oder of Battle
for this reason (see para 114 above). G ven the ships and the sailing dates,
there still renmained the very conmplex task of conpiling | oading tables and

al l ocating personnel and vehicles to ships. Here the Arnmy and Navy obvi ously
had to work very closely together. The Arny knew what personnel and equi pnent
were required, the Navy where they could be stowed. As far as possible, units
were kept together on the same ships but this could not be done with their

not or transport so that nmost units had sonme personnel scattered on various

M T. ships on which their MT. was | oaded.

249. In areport on this subject, the Historical Oficer who acconpanied

1 Cdn Inf Div, described the situation as foll ows:

The operational novenent of Forces "X' and "Y" was one of great
conplexity. Ships had to be |oaded and then formed into convoys. The
| oadi ng was done tactically, i.e., ships were | oaded so that vehicles
and cargoes coul d be discharged under degrees of priority that were
governed by the tactical Plan and by the facilities for discharge that
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woul d be avail abl e at the beachhead. Assaulting battalions had to be
allotted to ships together with their full conplenent of beach party
personnel (for organizing and maintaining traffic on beaches), and of
engi neer recce parties (to clear paths through mnefields). It was,

nor eover, essential that vehicles, stores, supplies and amrunition
necessary to naintain the assault would be | anded as quickly as
possible. MT. ships and cargo vessels had to be so grouped that their
arrival at the Rel ease Position would i medi ately follow upon the

| andi ng of the assaulting waves. This grouping of vessels was
acconplished by allotting themto convoys whose dates of departure,
speed and dates of arrival at the destination were governed by the
tactical nature of the personnel and cargoes which they carried...... In
order to | oad the vessels with stores, supplies, amunition and

equi pnent, and subsequently have them avail abl e where they woul d be
needed nost, a system of convoys and sub-convoys was evol ved. These
convoys and sub-convoys were subsequently re-grouped into the various
assaul ting waves under Naval direction and sailed on various dates, each

being allotted its course, speed and expected tine of arrival at the

(Hist Sec File, 1 Cdn Inf Div "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf

DiviQF Folio I1)

250. The Navy designated the forces sailing fromthe United Kingdom for
Operation "HUSKY" sonewhat differently fromthe Arnmy. Thus the assault
portion of the mlitary "Force X', scheduled to | and on D-day, was called
Force "V' by the Navy and was comranded by Pear Adniral Vian (see para 204)

157 Report No. 126



above). Only that part of the mlitary "Force X' sailing with the foll ow up
convoys was called Force "X' by the Navy. Mlitary "Force Y" on the other
hand, was also called Force "Y" by the Navy.!® The Navy further designated
the separate convoys by letters "KM", followed by the letters "F" or "S",
"fast" or "slow', plus a nunber.? for |oading purposes, on the other hand,
the planning staffs had devel oped a group of code names. Thus, in the first
system of designation the convoys arriving on D-day were known as K MF. 18
and K. MS. 18 (the latter being divided into A and B), and the convoys
arriving on D+ 3 as KMF. 19 and KMS. 19. Under the second system of
desi gnation the convoys carrying the assault portion of "Force X' (K MF. 18
and K. MS. 18) were called "HERRICK |I", and ships carrying the foll ow up
portion of "Force X' (part of KMF. 19 and K MS. 19) were known as
"HERRICK I'l". The convoys carrying "Force Y" (the renmainder of K MF. 19 and
K.MS. 19) were divided into five groups each with a separate code nane:

"“LI NNELL", carrying 1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde Gp; "WLLOUGHBY", carrying R A F., RN
and AAA. (R A) personnel, "FUSTIAN', carrying R A F. and beach sub-area
personnel ; "KENORA", carrying port group personnel and "NANTUCKET", carrying
5 Cdn Gen Hosp. (Operation "HUSKY", Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1;
C.P.S. Filelll, HERRICK | and HERRICK || Loading Tables; C. P.S. File 1018,
War Cabinet Joint Planning Staff Mnutes, 19 May 43; C.P.S. File 1020

Tel 83693, WO. to Force 546, 26 May 43.)

*|1t appears that the naval forces "X' and "Y" were in sone respects
subordinate to Force "V', but according to the Orders they were to be
"sailed fromUnited Kingdom by Admiralty" (see "Force V Naval Operation
Order No. 2", pages 13 and 15).

There were many other code letters for the convoys from Afri ca.
Thus those from ALEXANDRIA were MW from Tunisia, T.C., T.D., T.J.,
etc. (Operation "HUSKY" Qutline Naval Plan, 11 My 44).
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251. "HERRICK I" was further sub-divided into "BESON', carrying 1 Cdn |Inf Bde
Gp, 40 Conmando and nunerous m scell aneous units, "NIMROD', carrying 2 Cdn |Inf
Bde Gp. S.S. Bde H Q, 41 Commando and ot her m scell aneous units and " SASH'

carrying 3 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, Div H Q, 12 Cdn Tks and ot her m scell aneous units.

(C.P.S. File 111, HERRICK | and HERRI CK || Loadi ng Tables.)

252. The bulk of the troops sailed in the fast assault convoy, K MF. 18, ON
D- 12 (28 Jun). This convoy consisted of the Headquarters ship, H MS.
"Hi |l ary", six Landing Ships Infantry (Large) (L.S.1., L), two Landing Ships
Personnel (L.S.P.), three Landing Ships Tank (L.S.T.) and an Anti-Aircraft
Ship. 1t may be noted that while the shipping was divided into "BESON',

"Nl MROD" and "SASH' (for purposes of |oading and allocation of personnel) the
ships in each of these groups did not necessarily sail together. |ndeed
K.MF. 18 and K. MS. 18 were each nmade up of conponents fromthese three

gr oups.

253. The actual ships in KMF. 18 were as foll ows:

Nane of Sub- Convoy Type of Ship Nanme of Ship No. of Ship
BESOM L.S.I. (L) H MS. "d engyle" Al
(1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp etc) L.S.1. (L) “Marni x van St. A2
L.S.1. (L) Al der gonde" A3
"Der byshire"
BESOM L.S. T. H MS. "Boxer" AA. 8

(1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp etc)

BESOM L.S. T. H MS. "Bruiser" AA. 9
(1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp etc)

NI MROD L.S. 1. (L) "Circassia" A 4
(2 Cdn Inf Bde Gp etc) L.S. 1. (L) "Li angi bby Castl e" A5
L.S. 1. (L) "Dur ban Castl e" A 6
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NI MROD L.S. T. H MS. "Thruster" BB. 5
(2 Cdn Inf Bde Op etc)

SASH L.S. H HMS. "Hilary" A7
(3 Cdn Inf Bde Gp etc) L.S.P "Batory" A 8
L.S.P "Ascani a" A9

(Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.

Appendi x 7.)

254. The bulk of the MT. and stores and sone personnel, required for the
assault, were enbarked in the slower convoy, KMS. 18A and 18B. K MS. 18A
consisting of eight L.S. T. sailed fromthe United Kingdomon D - 21 (19 Jun),
while K.MS. 18B consisting of seventeen M T. ships, one Landing Ship Carrier
(L.S.C.), one L.S.G and one petrol carrier sailed on D-16 (24 Jun). These
two convoys were to join forces on D5 (5 Jul), when the conposite convoy
becanme known as K MS. 18. About 1200 hours on D-1 (9 Jul) seven ships from
K.MS., 18 were to join the fast assault convoy. The reminder of KMS. 18
were then known as the “slow assault convoy'. (ibid., paras 45, 46 and

Appendi x 7.)

255. K. MF. 18 was to be escorted by five sloops and two frigates until D3
and thenceforth by several special destroyer groups, while KMS. 18 had an
escort of six corvettes, one sloop, one cutter and one frigate until D5 after
whi ch speci al destroyer groups took over. Two Anti-Aircraft ships also
acconpanied K MF. 18 and KMS. 18 fromthe United Kingdomto the assault.

(ibid.)
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256. K. MS. 19 (42 ships) and K MF. 19 (10 ships) carrying Mlitary

Force "Y" and the balance of Force "X" sailed fromthe United Ki ngdom on D 15
(25 Jun) and D-9 (1 Jul) respectively, the former escorted by one destroyer,
one frigate, one cutter and six corvettes, the latter by three destroyers and
three frigates. One L.S.P., two personnel ships and fourteen M T. ships from
t hese convoys, the ships belonging to Force "X' and known as HERRICK |, were

schedul ed to arrive off the beaches at BARK WEST on D + 3. (ibid.)

257. The ships were |loaded in different ports on the Bristol Channel, on the
Mersey and on Clydeside, but all assenbled in the latter area to formthe
various convoys (Evidence of Lt.-Col. Pullen, at that tinme a nenber of the
Canadi an Planning Staff). According to the lists in "Force V Naval Operation
Order No. 1" the number of ships in these convoys |leaving the United Ki ngdom
totalled 92. This figure includes eight L.S. Ts., which this Naval Order
includes in a supplenentary list of naval ships, but excludes one A A ship
which is listed under K MF. 18, and one O ler which according to a pencilled
anmendnent to the order was to join KMS. 18 on D-1 from an undi scl osed port
of departure. (The ships are listed again by convoys in "Force V Nava
Operation Order No. 2" which lists the eight L.S. Ts. under K MS. 18A and
excludes the A.A. ship and the G ler. These |ists, however, show only eight

ships in F.MF. 19.)

EMBARKATI ON, EXERCI SE "STYM E'" AND THE VOYAGE TO SICILY

258. Between 13 and 16 Jun all the assault troops of 1 Cdn Inf Div had

enbarked in their ships on the Clyde. Several weeks were to el apse, however,
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before they actually departed fromthe United Kingdom during which tinme a

| arge scal e conbi ned operations exerci se known as "STYM E" was planned to take
pl ace. This exercise was to be a dress rehearsal for the invasion of Sicily
and a section of the Ayrshire coast in the vicinity of TROON was selected with
| ocal topography sonewhat simlar to that of the PACH NO Peni nsula. Planning
for the exercise was very detailed and the plan corresponded closely to the
"HUSKY" one. For security reasons, however, the narrative of the plan
represented the selected area of TROON as being a part of the coast of Gernman
occupi ed France. (Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/M "STYME", Qutline of Orders and
Instructions file also contains nunmerous Operation, Loading Tables and an

Intelligence Log for the exercise.)

259. The exercise was to take place in two parts, the first starting on the
night 17/18 Jun with 1 and 2 Cdn |If Bdes assaulting the TROON beaches on a
two-brigade front, and 3 Cdn Inf Bde followi ng through in reserve. The troops
were to be re-enbarked at 2000 hours 18 Jun. On 21 Jun the exercise was to be

repeated with the reserve brigade | anding on a different beach. (CQutline of

Exercise, op. cit.)

260. On 17 Jun a convoy of twelve ships left the Clyde to take part in this
exerci se which was to be one of the greatest full scal e conbi ned operations
manoeuvres yet held in the British Isles. At 0130 hours, 18 Jun the assault
commenced but at 1000 hours it was necessary to suspend operations because
hi gh wi nds were meking the seas too dangerous for the landing craft. As a
result the troopships returned to the Clyde. (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div,
18 Jun.)
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261. The unfavourabl e weat her continued and on 20 Jun it was necessary to
postpone "STYME Il". During the interval the GO C. held a conference of
unit and formati on conmanders and visited various ships at anchor. He found
the MT. ships very crowded but norale seemed to be good. The weather on the
ot her hand, continued to be bad so that on 22 Jun it becane necessary to
cancel "STYME II" altogether but 3 Cdn Inf Bde which had been unable to take
part in "STYME |I" carried out a | anding exercise in the Cyde. (ibid., WD

3 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Jun 43, and evidence of Captain D.H Cunni ngham)

262. Owing to these adverse weat her conditions Exercise "STYME" was not as
successful a rehearsal as had been hoped for. However, sone |essons were

| earned and duly noted after the event. |In a report on the exercise the Chief
Umpire comented that the initial |andings were quick and quiet with no lights
visible. He said that control was good on ROGER beach but not so good on
SUGAR. The attacks on the aerodrone and certain selected targets were
"carefully though out and well carried out". He was critical however, of the
| ack of lateral comunication, of the failure of conpanies to pass information
back to battalions and battalions back to brigades, and of the | ack of
patrolling. Control by junior |eaders was also criticized and it was

consi dered essential that nore N.C. Os. and nen understand the situation fully
(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/M "STYME" "Exercise "STYME" the Beaches", "Report on

Exercise "STYME" by Chief Unpire", and "Notes on Exercise "STYME |".)

263. The days dragged on as the force waited | ongingly for the day of
departure. Physical training, |lectures, weapon cleaning, etc., helped to fil
in the tine and one or two much appreciated route marches ashore were
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arranged. Finally about 2100 hours on 28 Jun the fast assault convoy steaned
out of GREENOCK Harbour. (WDs., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div and H ., 2 and

3 Cdn Inf Bdes.)

264. Aboard each ship the men were briefed at a set date after sailing

(e.g. 1 Jul for the fast assault convoy), and in line with

General Montgonery's policy of keeping the troops infornmed at all tines of
what was going on they were put fully "in the picture" and told in detail what
their operational roles were to be. (The Naval Comrander had objected to this
on the ground that should any of the vessels be torpedoed and sone of these
personnel taken aboard a U-boat as prisoners, the operation would be
jeopardized.) An indication that the security neasures taken had been
successful was given when the announcenent that the target was Sicily cane as
a conplete surprise to nost of the men. They cheered heartily when they were
told that they were entering the Mediterranean theatre of operations and woul d
become a part of General Montgomery's Eighth Army. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"

1 Cdn Inf DivV/QF, Il Report of 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr on the Voyage to

Sicily.)

265. Special nmessages from General s McNaughton, Mntgonmery and Crerar and
fromAdnmiral Vian telling the troops of their mssion and wi shing themthe
best of luck were read out to all ranks. On 1 Jul the senior officer on each
of the troop-ships opened the ship's bags containing the instructions for al
units on board. These contained bal es of naps, air photos, operation orders,
and intelligence pamphlets, while on each ship there were |arge scal e nodel s
of the beaches and hinterland where the division was to assault. In the
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foll owing days all ranks were briefed on these nodels with the result that
none were too unfamliar w th PACH NO Peni nsul a when they finally |anded.
(Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/ I, Messages from CGeneral s Montgonery
and McNaughton; Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div, GOC /E, Letter of

General Crerar, 16 Jun 43; WD., RC R 1 Jul 43.)

266. The Divisional Headquarters issued a special directive for training
during the voyage which insisted on the "maintaining of regular hours for
physi cal training, washing, eating, fatigues, ganes and | ectures". Specia
stress in the |ectures was given to the use of codex, the ME. nmap reference
code, signals procedure, first aid, sanitation and the greatnent of prisoners
of war and civilians. The nen were warned that |ooters would be dealt with in
the "severest manner". The directive insisted that the division was to "go
ashore physically fit, with everyone knowing his job and what is required of
him and with a definite urge to kill". "It will be inpressed on all ranks"
it asserted "that good fighting nust be associated with smartness of turn out
and keenness in all those things which go to nake a good soldier. This

di vi si on nust becone known not only as a fighting division but as one
possessing every good mlitary quality". (Hi st Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn I nf

DiviMIl, "1 Cdn Div Training Menmorandum No. 1, 23 Jun 43".)

267. As part of the preparation a special handbook called "Soldier's Guide to
Italy" was passed out to all the troops. This panphlet contained a
description of the geography, the history, the governnent, the church, the
principal towns and industries of Italy and told the soldier what his
assignnment was in the country and what his relations were to be with
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civilians. It also gave himinformation regarding various Italian custons,
currency, weights and neasures and a list of useful Italian words and phrases.

("Soldier's Guide to Italy", a copy of which is in Hist Sec Files.)

268. During the voyage every effort was made to nake all ranks malaria nm nded
by special instruction and by the taking of nmepacrine tablets. Indeed this
matter was considered so inportant by General Montgonmery that he had addressed
a letter to all unit commanders regarding it. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn

Inf DiviRC.AMC. /B M)

269. The fast assault convoy (K MF. 18) took a course north of Ireland and
then due south but well to the west of the Bay of Biscay, then east towards

G BRALTAR, which was passed during the night of 4/5 Jul. Thence it headed
eastwards through the Mediterranean along the North African coast, rounded
Cape Bon and conti nued sout heast towards TRI POLI until about 0900 hours D1

(9 Jul 43) whence it turned northwards passing MALTA about 1200 hours. Beyond
a few alarms which sent all the ships weaving and caused consi derabl e
excitenment, the voyage was acconplished w thout incident, a striking proof of
Allied sea and air power. Perfect weather prevailed al nost throughout, and as
it becane hotter, all ranks changed into tropical wear. After nonths of hard
training in the cold msty climate of Scotland the cloudl ess skies and bl ue
seas through which they now passed were a nost wel come change. (Report on the

voyage by 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist OFfr, op. cit.)

270. The slow assault convoy was, however, |less fortunate. On the night
4/5 Jul, two of its ships, the "City of Venice" and the "St Essylt", were
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torpedoed in the Mediterranean between ORAN and ALA ERS, while on the
foll owi ng day the Conmpdore's ship, "Devis" was also sunk. In a report to
HQ, 1 Cdn Inf Div, Magjor D.S. Harkness, R C A, OC. Troops on the "Devis"
told the details regarding the sinking of this ship. The following is quoted

fromthis report:

At approx 1545 hrs, 5 July 43, the ship was struck by a torpedo just aft
of am dships. The explosion was inmediately beneath the OR' s Mess
Decks, and bl ew the body of one man up on the bridge, and two nore on to
the boat deck, as well as the rear end of a truck, etc. Fire broke out

i medi ately, and within 5 - 4 mnutes the fore part of the ship was cut

off fromthe aft part. Explosions of amrunition were continuous.

The nmen, with two exceptions, behaved extrenmely well. They took their
boat stations in an orderly manner, and did not throw over the rafts or
junmp overboard until the order to abandon ship was given. 1In the
nmeantime, they collected wounded and burned nen, and took them overboard

wi th them when they went.

About a dozen nmen were trapped on the Mess Deck; several of these were

able to get out thenselves. | organized a gang, with ropes, who

succeeded in pulling out the remainder. All these nmen were fairly

severely burned, three of themvery badly.

(CMHQ File 18/AAI/1, folic 278)
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When all personnel aft were overboard Mjor Harkness hinself left the ship and
three mnutes |ater at approximately 1605 hrs it went down. According to the
report "Personnel were in the water for varying periods up to two hours, when
all had been got on rafts or picked up by the rescue tug. About half an hour

| ater a destroyer took on all survivors and ran us into BOUG E, TUNI SI A"

There the uninjured or slightly injured survivors were partially re-equi pped
and sent on the 4 Sicily where they | anded late on 13 Jul. The follow ng day
they joined their units. O 12 Oficers and 252 other ranks on board the
"Devis" 51 other ranks were reported dead or m ssing. (ibid) These three
shi ps between them carried sone 470 Canadi an troops, 2° of whom one officer

and 54 other ranks were reported mssing. 562 vehicles were |ost including:

99 3-ton Trucks
102 15-cwt Trucks
52 5-cwt WIly's
52 Carriers

37 Heavy Uility Vehicles

4 Car avans

4 L.C. Vs.

68 Mot or Cycl es
14 25- pdr Guns

8 17-pdr Guns
10 6- pdr CGuns

6 Bof ors

31 Tractors

20There were also 154 British troops on board.
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14 Trailers

1 Bul | dozer
4 I nverski p Sl edges
20 Pi eces Sommerfeld Track

The loss of all this nmotor transport and equi prent was fortunately spread over
a large nunmber of units, but still caused considerable difficulties,
especially to Divisional Headquarters, which |ost nost of its vehicles and
signals equiprment. (File P.A 1-14-1, CANM LI TRY - DEFENSOR, G S. 1632

12 Jul - G S. 1684, 16 Jul, and Menorandum re Casualties by Brigadier McQueen
23 Jul 43; Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/QF "Docunments re Sinkings";

WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div 1-9 Jul 43.)

271. On 30 Jun a nessage was received from 30 Corps Headquarters via the
Admiralty indicating that a reconnai ssance had been nade on the night

25/ 26 Jun which reveal ed that a firm sandbar sone 20 yards w de and about

18 inches bel ow water stretched from 935884 for 600 yards to the south and
about 80 yards of f ROGER beach. Inside this bar there was a steep drop
shorewards to as deep as nine feet. Of SUGAR beach there was a simlar bar
but it was 2-1/2 feet under water with only a five foot drop toward the beach
On 7 Jul a special Photo Intelligence Oficer. This officer was

Maj or J. M Robi nson, Divisional Photo Interpreter, who had previously flown
fromEngland to Malta to obtain the latest information available. He had
reconnoitred the Pachino beaches froma submarine and was then brought by
destroyer to neet the convoy fromthe United Kingdom He canme aboard via the
"bosun's chair". (Hist Sec File: Italy 1945/1 Cdn Inf Div/L/ D, Account by
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Capt G M Sprung.) He cane aboard the "Hilray" froma destroyer with | ast
mnute intelligence and photographs confirmng this information. (H st Sec
File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/C E, Naval Message for General Sinonds from

30 Corps, 20 Jun 43; Messages fromG O C. to Condr 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 and

7 Jul 43; C.P.S. File 2500/3, Cable 346219 729, 29 Jun 43, 30 Corps to WO
(for 1 Cdn Div), WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, 7 Jul 43. In re-transm ssion

the Naval nessage slightly changed the nap reference.)

272. As aresult of this news, General Sinonds ordered Brigadi er G aham
commanding 1 Cdn Inf Bde to use three L.C.T. with D.U K. Ws., instead of L.C A
for one assault conpany of Hast and P.E. R and the two assault conpani es of

R C.R Thus, if the L.C. Ts. should go aground the D. U K Ws. would sw m of f
themto the shore. (Messages, GOC to Cond 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 and 7 Jul, op.

cit.; see Appendix "I".)

273. Since it was obvious that the BANK WEST | andi ng was going to be a
difficult one, 30 Corps Headquarters made special arrangenents to send
24 extra DU K W. inthree L.C.T. fromMlta. (H st Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn

Inf DiviCE Messages from30 Corps to 1 Cdn Inf Div, 30 Jun and 7 Jul.)

274. As the force approached its destination various other convoys directed
on the sane target were passed and pl anes were seen flying overhead bound for
Sicily which was now bei ng continuously bonmbed in preparation. (WD., GS.,
HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div 7-9 Jul 43.) But the Italian fleet and even the German Air
Force still failed to come out and neet the approaching colossus. If the
eneny were aware of what was inpending they gave no sign of it. They knew
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that an attenpt at invasion was |likely, but they could not answer the

guesti ons where or when.

275. During 9 Jul all the various assault convoys of both the Eastern and
Western Task Forces and their escorting warshi ps were gradually concentrating
according to schedule just to the south of Malta. Thence they sailed

nort hwards, each convoy heading for its assigned beach. It was a hot

cl oudl ess day without the suggestion of a breeze until the early afternoon
when a stiff gal e suddenly bel ow up which churned the seas into angry masses
of whitecaps. There was much concern | est the gale continue throughout the
ni ght and prevent the carrying out of the operation. However, about

1900 hours it began to abate and al though there was still a considerabl e swel
it was considered that |andi ngs woul d be possible. Tension increased as the
zero hour approached and all ranks took what rest they could in preparation
for the strenuous days ahead. Towards nmidnight they ate their last neal on
board ship,their last regular neal for sonme tine to come. |In their packs they
carried 48-hour enmergency ness tin rations to tide themover the first few
days. (Account by 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist Ofr, op. cit.; WD., HQ, RCAS.C,

1 Cdn Inf Div, 1-9 Jul 44.)

276. At about 2330 hours allied aircraft passed overhead to conplete the

sof teni ng-up process on the various points of the Island where the defences
were nost likely to interfere with the assault landings. During the first

ni ne days of July, in accordance with the prelimnary bonmbing plan (para 211
above), the Allied Air Forces had carried out intensive attacks on the eneny's
airfields in Sicily. During this period the North-West African Air Forces
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carried out 394 heavy, 1,225 medium and 377 |ight bonber effective sorties
agai nst Sicilian | anding grounds while Cyrewai can - based Liberators of the
Ninth U S. Air Force flew 126 effective sorties against these objectives. On
one day, 5 Jul, 50 out of 54 aircraft on the main CERBINI airfield were
destroyed on the ground, and on the same day 35 out of a force of 100 Gernman
fighters were shot down while attacking a formation of 27 Fortresses. (RA F.

Mediterranean Review No. 4, HQ R A F. Mddle East, July-Septenber 1943

"The Conquest of Sicily"; a copy is in Hist Sec Files.) The R A F. Account

referred to above sunms up the results of the bonbing programre as foll ows:

The Allied air forces' attacks on the Sicilian airfields during the
first nine days of July rendered many of them unserviceable and about a
hal f of the eneny's aircraft fornerly based there were either forced to
withdraw to South Italy or noved to newly constructed | andi ng grounds.
In particular, on the eve of the Allied | andings the main GERBIN
airfield, seven of its satellites, and COM SO airfield were rendered
unservi ceable; in the west, also, as the result of the heavy attacks in
June BOCCA DI FALCO airfield appeared to be unserviceabl e and

CASTELVETRANO was all but abandoned.

In addition to the great nunber of eneny aircraft destroyed on the
ground in the course of the pre-invasion blitz on the Sicilian
airfields, bonbers operating under the control of the North-west African
air Forces clainmed the destruction of 56 enemy fighters in conbat for
the | oss of seven aircraft shot down by anti-aircraft fire and eneny air
actin and eight m ssing; escorting fighters accounted for another
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45 eneny aircraft destroyed at the cost of seven shot down and five

m ssing, and MALTA-based Spitfires acting as top cover to the N. A A F.
bonbers al so accounted for an appreciabl e nunber of eneny fighters.

U.S. Liberators of the Ninth U S. Air Force encountered little eneny air
opposition in the course of their attacks on GERBI NI and COM SO

airfields and destroyed only one eneny fighter in conmbat wi thout |oss.

Finally at 0048 hours, 10 Jul the Headquarters ship HMS. "Hilary" dropped
anchor at the release position, quickly followed by the other vessels of the
convoy. (Account, 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist OOfr.) The nonths of planning and
training were over, and now, after alnost four years of waiting, the

1st Canadi an Di vision was to engage in active operations - operations that

woul d end only with the final collapse of the German Arny in Europe.

277. This report was begun by Major A T. Sesia and conpleted and revi sed by
Captain J.B. Conacher.
(C. P. Stacey) Lt.-Col.,
Hi storical Officer,

CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS
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APPENDI X " D"

The following extract is taken froman "Adm nistrative
Appreciation for Operation HUSKY", dated 24 Feb 45

(C.P.S. File 1001)

OBJECT OF APPRECI ATI ON

1. To act as a basis for S.D. and adm ni strative pl anni ng.

OBJECT OF OPERATI ON

2. To capture and hold Sicily.

STRATEGQ CAL SETTI NG

3. The plan is based on the foll owing assunpti ons:
(a) The Allies are firmy established in the whole of French and Italian
North Africa.
(b) Sardinia and Pantellaria remain in Axis hands.
(c) Spain has remained neutral and Spani sh Mobrocco has not therefore
been occupi ed and there are no signs of devel opment of Spanish

hostility nor further inmmnent German threat to Spain.

OUTLI NE PLAN

4, (a) Preparatory Period. Naval and air action during the preparatory
period will be directed towards the foll ow ng objects.
(i) To reduce effectiveness of the eneny air forces, particularly

fighters and day bomnbers.
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(ii) To inflict the maxi mum damage on the Italian Fleet and drive
it up the Adriatic.

(iii) To gain control over enemy submarines in the Mediterranean

(b) Heavy raids on Italy and action ainmed at effecting the maxi num
reduction in Axis air strength generally (particularly in fighters)
to be carried out fromthe United Kingdom and North Africa.

(c) In the Mediterranean, day and ni ght bombing, fighter sweeps, escort
raids and |low flying attacks will be intensified fromD minus 21
until D Day, with the object of:

(i) Interrupting Axis reinforcenents to Sicily.
(ii) Furthering our attainnent of air superiority by destroying
Axis fighters.
Finally, on the two nights prior to D day, a heavy and concentrated
bonmber attack will be carried out in the Messina area
Phase | - D Day Assaults
5. Assaults will be carried out in the foll ow ng areas:

Sout h-Eastern Area (British Assaults)

A

Avola Area

(a) One conmando to capture the coast defence guns at
Cap Murro di Force.

(b) One infantry division and one arnmy tank battalion to land on a
two brigade front to capture Siracusa and Augusta.

Pachi no Area

One infantry brigade group to capture the airfield at Pachino.

Pozzall o Area
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(a) One parachute brigade (loss one battalion) to be dropped to
assist in the capture of the airfield at Coni so.

(b) One infantry division (loss one infantry brigade group) and one
armoured reginment to land on a one brigade front to capture the
airfield a Conmiso and to advance to the high ground Pal azzol e -
Bucheri - Vizzini.

Cela Area

(a) One parachute brigade (less one battalion) to be dropped to
assist in the capture of the airfield at Ponte Aivo

(b) One infantry division to | and on a one brigade front to capture
the airfield at Ponte Aivo and St. Mchele, and to guard the

flank of the subsequent advance on Catani a.

Western Area (Anerican Assaul ts)

E. Sciacca - Marinella Area
One infantry division and an arnmoured reginment to land on a two
bri gade front to capture the |anding ground at Sciacca and the
airfield at Castol vetrano.
Phase Il - Assaults
6. Pal ermb Area (Anerican Assaults)
On D plus 2 the followi ng assaults will be nmade in the Pal ernpo area
F. Castelvetrano

(a) One Conmando to capture the coastal batteries at Cap S. Vito.

(b) One infantry division (less one infantry brigade group) and one
arrmour ed brigade group (less one arnoured reginment) to | and on
a two brigade front on beach 32 with the object of severing
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road and rail communi cati ons between the west of the island and

Pal ermo, and linking up with our forces at Castel etrano.

G Trappeto
One infantry division (less one infantry brigade group) to | and and
to advance eastward agai nst Pal ernp.

H Garini Bay
(a) One conmando to capture the coast battery at Cape Gallo.

(b) One infantry brigade group to |Iand on beach 35 to assist the
Trappete force in the capture of the Palerno area.

J. Cape Zaffarano Area
One infantry brigade group and one Comrando to | and south of
Cape zaffarano to prevent the arrival of reinforcements fromthe
east and to assist in the capture of Pal erno.

7. Catania Area (British Assault)

One D plus 3 the followi ng assault will be nmade in the Catania area

(a) Three parachute brigades to be landed in the Gerbini area to assist
in the capture of airfields.

(b) The batteries in Catania town to be neutralized by naval bonbardnent
and two Commandos to be | anded south of the town to deal with the
remai ni ng Catania batteries.

(c) One division and one infantry brigade group to be | anded on a two

Phase 111

brigade front to capture Catania and the airfields.

- Reduction of the Island
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8. To assist in this phase of the operation one infantry division will be
| anded in each of the eastern and western areas by D plus 28 if they are found

to be necessary.

TIM NG OF OPERATI ON

9. The original assault date envisaged for the operati on was

25th July 1943. The exam nation is at present taking place with a viewto
nmounting the operation at a suitable noon period in June. Present planning
deals entirely with the earlier date, i.e. 22nd June, and all efforts nust be
concentrated on | aunching the assault on this date unless or until it is found

i mpracticable to do so.

SYSTEM OF COVIVAND

10. Suprene Command - General Ei senhower
Deputy Commander - General Al exander
Western Task Force Commander - General Montgonery

CENTRES OF PLANNI NG

Al lied Force Headquarters - Algiers
Western Task Force - Oran

Eastern Task Force - Giro

MOUNTI NG OF OPERATI ON AND PROVI SI ON OF FORCES

12. As at present planned the British portion of the operation is to be
nmount ed and forces found as follows:
Avol a- Pachi no- Pezzal o Assaults - 5 and 56 Division, ex P.A .G
CGel a Assault - 1st Division ex North Africa
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Gatania Assault - 3rd Division and one Inf Bde Gp ex United Kingdom

Follow Up D plus 28 - One Infantry Division ex Mddle East
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APPENDI X " E"
The following |ist of Canadian staff officers engaged in the planning for

Operation "HUSKY" is a coy of an undated list in File P.A 1-14-1

HQ 1 CDNDYV

G O C Maj .-Gen. G G Sinobnds, C B.E 29 Apr 43

A.D. C Lieut. K.L.W Scott Edmm R 22 Mar 43

GENERAL STAFE BRANCH

GS O 1 Lt.-Col G Kitching, RCR Edm R 14 Dec 42
G S. O 2 (Ops) Maj or E. D. Danby, Seaforth of C 26 Apr 43
G S.O 3 (Ops) Capt P. R Bi ngham RCR 7 Dec 42
G S.O 3 (Ops) Lieut (A/Capt) A T. Sesia / RHLI 31 Jan 43
GS O 3 (oW Capt H.E.C. Price, RCR 13 Nov 42
G S. O 3 (Int) Capt A. Chanmbers C.Int.C 27 Apr 43

BRANCH OF THE A G & QMG

AA &QMG Lt-Col WF. Glbride, RCASC 29 Apr 43
D.A A G Maj or F.E.D. Wallace, ED, Gen List (D&H Rif) 6 Aug 42
DAQMG Maj or A.F.B. Knight, RCA 27 Apr 43
MEDI CALS

A.D.MS. Lt-Col (A/Col) C. H Playfair, RCAMC 29 Apr 43
D.A.D.MS. Maj or J.K. Bell, RCAMC 22 Jul 42
ORDNANCE
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A.D.O. S. Capt (A/Lt-Col) (0.0.2 c.1.) D.GF.

Far quhar son, RCOC 16 Feb 43
PROVOST
A P. M Capt (A/Maj) N. Cooper, C. Pro.C. 16 Feb 43
LEGAL
A D J. A Capt G M G aham Gen List 3 Feb 43
1 CDH DIV _SPEC | NCREMENT
G SO 2 Capt (A/Maj) D.W MAdam West NSR 27 Apr 43
AA &QMG Lt-Col WJ. Mogk, R Wg. Rif 27 Apr 43
DA QMG Capt (A/Mpj) C. S. Fraser, 1 C Soot R 27 Apr 43
S.C Maj J.A. Lefebvre, R 22e R 3 May 43
CANADI AN PLANNI NG STAFF
AA &QMG Maj (A/Lt-Col) C. M Harding, RCA 3 May 43
G S. O 2 (Ops) Maj B. G Pullen, Lorne Scots 30 Jan 43
G S. O 2 (SD Maj P.E.R Wight, R Regt. C 31 Jan 43
G S. 0O 3 (Ops) Capt E.L. Fortune, West NSR 28 Jan 43
D.A A G Maj D.F. MacRae, MG, SD&G Hi ghrs 28 Jan 43
DDA QMG (Ops) Maj G H Spencer, RCE 7 May 43
DAQMG (M Maj H. E. Hacking, RCASC 31 Jan 43
S.C. "@ Capt C.R Payan, R de Mais. 3 May 43

CANADI AN PLANNI NG STAFF | NCREMENT
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S.C. "A" Capt WA. Wod, RHC
S.C. "@ Capt E.M Counsell, RCA

S.C. (Am) Capt L. Sarantos, RCASC

HQ 1 CDN ARMY TK BDE

Cond Brig R A Wnman, ED.
B.M Maj E.F. Schmdlin, CAC
G S O 3 Maj D.F. Caneron, CAC

DAA &QMG Capt H WIlianmson, Gen List

S. C Capt N. T. Loggatt, CAC

1 CDN ARMY TK BDE SPEC | NCREMENT

G S O 3 Maj R R Munro, CAC

/ Later appointed 1 Cdn Inf Div Historical Oficer
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3 May 43

2 Feb 42

18 Jul 42

27 Apr 3

27 Jul 42

3 May 43

Report

No.

126



(Based on an Order of Battle, for 11 Jul 43, in CMH Q

15 ARMY GROUP
(Conmd: Gen the Hor Sir H R L.G Al exander)

APPENDI X " F"

file 3/Sicily/1/3)

SEVENTH (U.S.) ARMY
(Cond: Lt.-Gen. G S. Patton)

(Cond: Gen.

El GHTH ARMY

Sir B.L. Montgonery)

SEVENTH (U.S.) ARMY

2 CORPS
(Cond: Lt.-Gen. Omar Bradley)

2 ARMD DIV 1 INF DV 3 INF DIV 45 INF DIV

NB. 2 Arnmd Div, 3 Inf Div and 82 Airborne Div were |later withdrawn from 2 Corps.

| ater called 4 Corps.

82 Al RBORNE DI V

1,3 & 4 Ranger Bns

RESERVE

9 INF DIV

7- & 753 I ndep Tk

Bns

A "Provisional" Corps was then forned,

El GHTH ARMY
13 CORPS 30 CORPS 4 ARNMD BDE 23 ARMD 1
Cond: Lt.-Gen M C. Denpsey) (Lt.-Gen. Sir OWH. Leese. Bt.) BDE Al RBORNE
Dl VvV
5 I NF 50 (N) I NF 51 (H) INF 1 CDN I NF DIV 231 INF 1 CDN ARMY TK BEACH ARMY
Dl vV Dl vV Dl V BDE BDE GROUPS TROOPS
3,4,20 5&6
and 21 A GRAs S ¢
Beach Bde S. A S
G oups Regt 1
31, 32, 33 Scor pi on Recg
and 34 MN.B.D.O |
Bri cks and ot her
troops
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An Eighth Army Qutline Order of Battle, dated 8 Jul and effective on "D Day, shows 6 A G R A
1 Airborne Div, 32, 33 and 34 Bricks (Beach Groups) and 2 A A. Bde under 13 Corps and 5 A.G R
20 Beach Groups, 31 Brick, 62 and 73 A . A. Bdes under 30 Corps. 10 Corps is shown as Eighth A
under Command GH Q ME F. (WD., Main Eighth Arnmy, Appx L', Jul 43.)

, 4 Armd Bde,
A, 23 Arnd Bde, 3, 4 and
rmy Reserve tenporarily

The organi zation of both Armi es was continually being changed as the canpai gn devel oped. For instance on 11 Jul the
S.S. Bde was withdrawn from under command 1 Cdn Inf Div and placed under Arnmy Conmand.
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APPENDI X " G'

2200/ G 268

7 Jun 43

COPY NO

1 CANADI AN DI VI SI ON OPERATI ON ORDER NO 1

Ref erence Maps: GSGS 4072 - 1:500,000 SICILIA

GSGS 4229 - 1:50, 000 Sheets 276 -
277 -
GSGS 4228 - 1:25,000 Sheets 276 - 11
377 - 111
| NTRODUCTI ON
1. (a) 1 Canadian Division is now a part of the Eight Arny, which

with a United States Arny Corps, is to capture SICILY. This

operation bears the code name HUSKY.

(b) Eight Army, commanded by General Montgonery, has been divided for

the assault phase of this operation into two Corps - 30 Corps and

13 Corps. 1 Canadian Division is with 30 Corps.

(c) The commander of 30 Corps is Lieutenant General Sir Oiver Leese Bt,

who conmanded it during the battle of ALAMEIN and the pursuit
TUNI SIA. The Corps now consists of 1 Canadian Division, 51
(Highland) Infantry Division and 251 Infantry Brigade. 51

185 Report



(Highland) Division is cormmended by Major General Wnberley and

231 Brigade is commanded by Brigadier Smth.

(d) The commander of 13 Corps is Lieutenant General Denpsey who, in
1941, was Brigadier Ceneral Staff at Canadi an Corps Headquarters.
13 Corps has under conmmand 5 Division, 50 Division and 1 Airborne

Di vi si on.

| NFORMATI ON

2. Eneny

For eneny dispositions, description of beaches and terrain, and
i nhabitants, see Intelligence summaries and defence overprints as

i ssued.

3. Om_Troops

(a) 15 Corps are landing in the area AVOLA (J 0112), their main task

being to seize SYRACUSE and AUGUSTA as soon as possible.

(b) 30 Corps are assaulting the PACH NO Peni nsul a.

(c) 2 United States Corps are landing in the area GELA with the task of

securing the airfields at GELA, BI SCARI and COM SO.

Al'l the above assaults will be carried out sinmultaneously.

4. 30 Corps Plan
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(a) 231 Brigade is assaulting through two beaches which |Iie NORTH and
SOUTH of MARZAMEM 0 0094. These beaches are nunmbered 51 and 52
respectively and are known by code name BARK EAST. The inmediate
task of 231 Brigade is to secure a bridgehead from N 85965 -
FATTA S. LORENZO N 9696 - road running SOUTH to excl udi ng PACHI NO

town thence road junction 083918 - inlet 001923.

(b) 51 (Highland) Division is assaulting on beaches between ACQUA

PALOVBA 0 0189 and PUNTA DELLE FORM CHE N 9485. These beaches are

known as BARK SOUTH.

The main tasks of 51 (Highland) Division are to capture 56 Beach

(which lies in the bay at RADA DI PORTOPALO 0 0086), the high ground

in area O 0086 and PACHI NO t own.

| NTENTI ON

5. 1 Canadi an Division and attached troops (see Order of Battle

Appendix "N ) will:

(a) Capture BANK WEST sector (Beach 57).

(b) Protect the left flank of 50 Corps.

(c) Capture PACHI NO airfield and develop it for operational use.
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(d)

METHOD

6. The

(a)

(b)

(¢)

PHASE |

7. | nt

Prepare to advance to the line of road ROSOLI NI 8502 - POZZALLO 7592

in conformty with 51 (Highland) Division.

operation will be divided into three phases.

PHASE |

The capture of BARK WEST sector, the destruction of coast defence
artillery and beach defences, the clearing of high ground

i medi ately overl ooking the beaches and the capture of PACH NO

airfield.

PHASE 1|1
The | andi ng of the Divisional reserves, the capture of the two
features at 8992 and 9195 and the re-organi zation of the Division

preparatory to further advance.

PHASE |11
The advance by 1 Canadian Division in conformty with 51 (Hi ghland)
Di vision to general line ROSOLINI H 8502 - SPACEAFORNO (| SPACCA)

N 8099 - POZZALLO N 7592.

er-divisi onal boundary including 1 Canadian Division - track 943871 -

958885 -

cross roads 959898 - including 51 (Hi ghland) Division PACH NO Town.

188 Report No. 126



8. Assaul t _on Beaches

The assault will be on two brigade front supporting on the left by a
si mul taneous assault by the Special Service Brigade.
Right - 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup
wi th under conmmand
2 Canadi an Fi el d Regi nent
142 Field Reginment (Self Propelled) (less one battery and one troop)
51 Canadi an Anti-tank Battery
5 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
1 Canadi an Fi el d Conpany
Det achment of 1 Canadi an Division Signals
4 Canadi an Field Anbul ance

Section 1 Canadi an Division Provost Conpany

Left - 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup
wi th under command
3 Canadi an Fi el d Regi nent
Battery and Troop 142 Field Regi nent (Self Propelled)
90 Canadi an Anti-tank Battery
54 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
3 Canadi an Fi el d Conpany

5 Canadi an Field Anbul ance

(Troops under command 1 and 2 Canadi an Infantry Brigades for |anding only, are

shown in Appendices "E" and "F")
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9.

Inter-Brigade Boundary - all inclusive 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade

926885 - point 14 925912 thence streamto 938938.

10.

Task of 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup

1 Canadi an Infantry Brigade G oup will |land on ROGER sector EAST of and

i ncl usive 926885 at H hour and:

(a) Destroy enemy coast defence battery reported at 956894.

(b) Capture all inclusive spur 950926 - 056900 - point 14 925912

covering BARK VEST from NORTH EAST and NORTH

(c) Capture PACHI NO airfield 9691, reorgani ze and be prepared to advance

on axis PACHINO airfield - point 55 in road 917945 - point 69 9095 -

917967 track junction 917947.

(d) In order to establish contact with 51 (Hi ghland) Division during

thi s advance reconnai ssance patrols will be sent to:

(i)  Point 21 9486

(ii) Ri ng cont our 953877

(iii) Ring contour 967889
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11.

If 51 (Hi ghland) Division are not in occupation of these points, the

patrols will remain in observation.

(e) Patrols will also be sent forward as soon as possible to contact

231 Brigade to the NORTH of PACHI NO t own.

Task of 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup

2 Canadian Infantry Brigade Goup will |and on SUGAR sector WEST of and

excl usive 926885 and at H by will:

(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

Advance WEST to destroy eneny beach defences up to and excl usive
conmpound at 889900 and, if required, co-operate with Special Service
Bri gade in destruction of enemy defences between inclusive point

996893 - 855890.

Position itself in area all inclusive bridge 89137 - bond in road
910935 - road and track junction 922913 - point 38 at 883920 and

patrol to high ground in squares 8595, 8794 and 8594.

Prepare to advance and capture high ground all inclusive point 84 at

857956 - point 64 at 847945 - point 59 at 868944.

Al lot at least one troop Anti-tank guns to the Special Service

Bri gade as soon as the latter have destroyed the enemy defences and

re-organi zed as in paragraph 12 (d) bel ow
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12.

13.

Engi neer reconnai ssance parties will reconnoitre the |length of the
LAVI NARO BRUNO 8893 and the neck of |and 894902, and report as to
whet her they are obstacles to wheels or tracks, prepare crossing places

and report | ocations.

Task of Special Service Brigade

Special Service Brigade will land at H hour between PUNTA CASTELLAZZO

square 8889 and PUNTA CIRI CA 8688 and will:

(a) Destroy enemy coast defence batteries in the area 886893 and 855891

(b) Destroy eneny defences between these batteries in conjunction with

2 Canadi an Infantry Brigade.

(c) Capture beach area 888898 from | andward side and inform Divisiona
Headquarters whether it is suitable for |anding of personnel and

vehicles and if seaward approaches are cl ear of obstacles.

(d) Re-organize on high ground all inclusive road junction 878912 -

poi nt 26 878905 for protection left flank.

The Special Service Brigade will be responsible for the destruction of

coast defences on their EASTERN flank as far as inclusive the conmpound

at 889900.

Reporting of Initial Beachheads
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(a)

(b)

(¢)

1 and 2 Canadian Infantry Brigades will report by using the code in
(b) below as soon as | ocal beachheads have been secured by | eading
assault conpanies. This infornmation will only be passed when
conpani es have crossed the beach, having passed through any beach

obstacl es, and are concentrated in the dunes beyond.

Code nane are allotted as under:

1 Canadi an Infantry Brigade

Ri ght forward conpany right battalion HEATHER
Left forward conpany right battalion HOLL YHOCK
Ri ght forward conpany left battalion HONEYSUCKLE
Left forward conpany left battalion HYACI NTH

2 Canadi an Infantry Brigade

Ri ght forward conpany right battalion LAVENDER

Left forward conpany right battalion LI LAC

Ri ght forward conpany left battalion LILY

Left forward conpany left battalion LUPI N

1 and 2 Canadian Infantry Brigades will also arrange that flares TR

are lit in the beaches by forward conpani es as soon as each beach is
gai ned.
1 Canadi an Infantry Brigade to light red flares

2 Canadian Infantry Brigade to light green flares
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14.

(d) Special Service Brigade will report that they have nade a successfu

| andi ng by sending the code word ORCHI D.

General Policy of Naval Support (for details see Appendix "K')

(a) If conplete surprise is maintained up to H hour no covering

bonmbardnent will precede the assault.

(b) If eneny coast defence artillery and defences open fire on our snall
craft or shipping before H hour HMships will bonbard until H ninus
15 m nutes and small support craft will support the assault with

fire.

(c) If formations and units of 1 Canadi an Division have not silenced al
coast defence batteries within the divisional sector by first |ight
H M ships will again, without further warning, continue the
bonmbardnent and neutralizing of any active batteries engagi ng our

ships, craft or the beaches.

Phase 11

15.

Di vi sional reserve will |land on orders Divisional Headquarters in the

following priority:

(a) 12 Canadi an Tank Regi nent

(b) 1 Canadi an Anti-Tank Reginment (less three batteries)
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16.

17.

18.

(c) 3 Canadian Infantry Brigade G oup with under command

57 Anti-Tank Battery

2 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft Battery

9 Canadi an field Anbul ance

Section 1 Canadi an Division Provost Conpany

Di vi sional Reserve will be prepared to |and

(a) through BARK WEST

(b) through BARK SOUTH i f BARK WEST is considered unsuitable

(c) simultaneously on both BARK WEST and BARK SOUTH

Di vi sional Reserve Assenbly Areas on Landi ng

See trace T attached.

If, through the condition of the beaches, 3 Canadian Infantry Bri gade

Group assenble in the MOOSE assenbly area, they will npbve as soon as

possi bl e to the BEAVER assenbly area.

Di vi sional Reserve Concentration Areas

See trace T attached.

3 Canadian Infantry Brigade renmain in the BEAVER assenbly area until
ordered forward by Divisional Headquarters (See paragraph 20 bel ow).
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Movenent Di vi sional Headquarters and Divi sional Reserve

The assenbly depl oynment and nmoves of Divisional reserve and Divisiona
Headquarters will take priority over the devel opment of the fina

mai nt enance pl an.

Task of 3 Canadian Infantry Brigade

As soon as one battalion has assenbl ed conplete in the BEAVER assenbly
area it will capture and secure spur from BORGE O 927932 to Point 19 in

9192.

Task of 1 or 3 Canadian Infantry Brigades

1 or 3 Canadian Infantry Brigades as ordered will capture high ground

all inclusive point 69 in 8995 - bridge 917967 - track junction 017947.

The bridge at 917967 will be held until handed over to 51 (Hi ghland)

Division in Phase II1.

Task of 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade

On receipt of orders 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade will capture high
ground all inclusive point 84 at 857956 - point 64 at 847945 - point 59

at 868944.

Task of Special Service Brigade

Speci al Service Brigade will conformto novenments of 2 Canadian Infantry

Bri gade and cover the left flank of the Division by occupying inclusive
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24.

ring contour 856930 to inclusive spur 8492 and patrolling fromthis

point to the sea of FOCE CHH ANETTE 833911

Phase

23.

26.

Mai n Di vi si onal Headquarters will nobve to vicinity 920922.

Rear Divisional Headquarters will nobve to vicinity 925916.

L1

1 Canadian Division will re-organize as bel ow preparatory to advanci ng

on a two Brigade front on AXI'S PACHI NO - | SPI COA 8099.

(a) One Brigade in area all inclusive spur 950926 - 956900 - point 14 at

925912.

(b) One Brigade in area all inclusive point 69 in 8995 - bridge 917967 -

track junction 917947.

(c) One Brigade in area all inclusive point 84 at 857956 - point 64 at

847945 - point 59 at 868944.

(d) Special Service Brigade in area all inclusive ring contour 856930 -

spur 8492.

Di vi si on Landi ng Tabl e

(a) BESOM - see Appendix "A"
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27.

28.

(b) NIMROD - see Appendix "B"

(c) SASH - see Appendix "C

(annexure 1 and 2 show tactical and adninistrative conposition)

(d) HERRICK Il - see Appendix "D

Al l ocation of Personnel and vehicles to convoy

(a) BESOM see Appendix "E"
(b) NI MROD see Appendix "F"
(c) SASH see Appendix "G'
(d) HERRICK |1 see Appendi x "H'

Field Artillery

(a) Self Propelled and Field Reginments will be under conmand assaul ting
bri gades as allotted. They will be deployed by brigades as cl ose as
practical to the inter brigade boundary between 1 and 2 Canadi an
Infantry Brigades to facilitate re-groupi ng under Conmander Royal

Artillery.
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29.

30.

31.

(b) 1 Canadian Field Reginment on landing fromHERRICK ||l will either be
directed to an assenbly area or placed under command 3 Canadi an
Infantry Brigade. The principle for re-grouping outlined in

par agraph 28(a) above will be applicable.

Medium Artillery

93 Medium Battery on landing will proceed to an assenbly area under

command Commander Royal Artillery.

Ant i - Tank

1 Canadi an Anti-Tank Regiment (less three batteries) will be deployed

under orders Conmander Royal Artillery.

Anti-Aircraft (See Appendix L)

(a) Anti-aircraft protection of 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade beach head

will be the responsibility of the Brigade.

(b) Anti-aircraft defence of 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade beach head area

will be the responsibility of Commander 103 Sub Area.

(c) Anti-aircraft defence of PACHINO airfield 9691 will be

responsi bility of Commander Royal Artillery.
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32.

33.

(d) On capture of airfield by 1 Canadian Infantry Brigade, the
5 Canadi an Light Anti-Aircraft battery will be responsible, as its

primary and exclusive task, for the protection of the airfield.

The use of snpke throughout the assault and subsequent exploitation wll

be subject to inter service consideration.

(a) Approach to the beaches - a Naval responsibility. Snmoke will be

used as deened necessary by Royal Navy for protection of craft.

(b) The deci sion whether or not to use snmoke for the Anti-aircraft
protection of the beaches will rest with the AADC who wi Il consult

the O ficer Conmandi ng Beach Group concerned.

(c) Snoke used in conjunction with any observed fire plan after |anding
and involving resources of Royal Navy or Royal Air Force will be
subj ect to snoke policy as issued by corps. It will be coordinated

by the Commander Royal Artillery.

(d) Brigades nmay use snoke within their own resources. Ship's Forward

Observation Oficers to be inforned.

Bonbar dnent _Uni t
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34.

35.

Ship's Forward Observation Officer Parties will remain with 1 and
2 Canadian Infantry Brigades until ordered to return to Division

Headquarters.

Ammuni tion Policy

(a) Al artillery units will land carrying full artillery and smal

ammunition, in assault scal e operation.

(b) Self Propelled, Field and Medium may expand up to 505 first |ine

ammuni tion without referring to Conmander Royal Artillery.

(c) Division Light Anti-Aircraft may expend amrunition as required.

Divi si onal Royal Engi neers

Tasks and Priorities

(a) Clearance of |anes through mnefields

(b) Comuni cati ons

(c) Water supply

(d) Possible del ousing of PACHINO airfield

(e) Provision of defence stores and division dunps.
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36.

37.

Beach Royal Engi neers

Tasks and Priorities

(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

Assi st Royal Navy in dealing with underwater obstacles.

Clearing lanes in mnefields for beach exits.

I mproving exits and | ayi ng beach roadway.

Clearing mines fromgun sites for Light Anti-Aircraft and Heavy

Anti-Aircraft.

Clearing minefields for beach framework.

Wat er supply.

Communi cations with beach mai ntenance area

Royal Engi neer Stores.

Pri soner of War Cages.

Airfield Construction

(a)

Tasks and Priorities

(i) Restoration of main EAST WEST | anding | ane at PACHI NO

airfield.
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38.

(b)

(¢)

(d)

(ii) Restorati on of NORTH SOUTH | andi ng | ane at PACHI NO airfiel d.

(iii) In the event of PACHI NO airfield being very extensively
damaged a new site will be located and devel oped to provide

| andi ng |l ane for 4 squadrons of Spitfires.

(iv) Messages as to availability and conpl etion of |anding strips

will be sent 2 energency ops".

Reconnai ssance and Advance Party 15 Airfield Construction Goup wll
advance to PACHI NO airfield under conmand 1 Canadi an Infantry

Bri gade.

15 Airfield Construction Goup will advance to airfield under order

1 Canadi an Divi sion.

233 Pioneer Conpany under conmand Transportation for construction
vehicle landing ranmp. On conpletion revert to Commander Royal

Engi neers 15 Airfield Construction G oup.

M nefi el ds

(a)

All minefields will be marked and dealt with in accordance with
Al l i ed Force Headquarters panphlet "How to clear M nes and Booby

Traps" March 1943.
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(b)

The division of responsibility of Division Royal Engineers and Beach
Royal Engineers with respect to m nes on beaches and in beach

mai nt enance area is:

(i) Di vi sion Royal Engineers will provide | anes for passage of
Mechani cal Transport of assaulting troops through ninefields

on beaches on scale of one | ane per assaulting battalion.

(ii) Al'l other nmine clearing on beaches and within beach
mai ntenance area will be the responsibility of the Beach

Royal Engi neers.

(iii) Infantry Brigades will |and one conplete platoon Royal
Engi neers from Di vision Field Conpany with transport | oaded
and one set of |ane narking stores, and keep intact as a

reserve.

39. Beach Mi nt enance

(a)

(b)

Nunber 3 Beach Group will land with 1 Canadian Infantry Bri gade
Group and will devel op beach nmai ntenance area within 1 Canadi an
Infantry Brigade boundaries to service the assault elenments of 1 and

2 Canadi an Infantry Brigade G oups.

Det achment Nunber 4 Beach Group will land with 2 Canadian Infantry
Bri gade Group in sufficient strength to enable the vehicles of the
Bri gade Group to be passed through.
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40.

41.

(c) The remai nder of Number 4 Beach Group will be in Divisional Reserve
and will be prepared to | and on BARK WEST or BARK SOUTH and extend
beach mai ntenance area. It will be joined here by its detachnent

from 2 Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Water Supply - is of vital inmportance and the reporting of source of

water will be the duty of all armns.

Division of Responsibility -

Reconnai ssance and Reporting:
- Al arnms - through normal channels
CRE wi Il nmintain a Water map
Devel opnent :
- Royal Engi neers

Al l ot mtent of Water:

o)

Codes

(a) The new type Code with 200 words will be used throughout 1 Canadi an

Di vision down to Infantry Battalion and Artillery Battery |evel.

(b) The M ddl e East type of nmap reference code will be used by all

ranks.

For further details and expl anation see separate Signal Instruction and
Orders.
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Passwor ds

In order to establish a password common to the whole Arnmy to cover the
initial assault period the follow ng password procedure will be adopted
and made known to all ranks.

CHALLENGE - " DESERT RATS"

ANSVEER - "KILL | TALI ANS"

No ot her passwords will be used until further orders.

Recogni tion Si gnals

Ground to Air recognition )
Air to ground ) - See Appendix "M

Ground to ground recognition )

ON LANDI NG AND UNTI L FURTHER ORDERS PENNANTS FLOWN BY AFV' S AS OUTLI NED
I N APPENDI X "M' PARAGRAPH 3 (a) W LL BE POCSI TI ONED AS FOLLOWS:

ONE at top of mast

One hal f way up mast
It is the responsibility of all conds to ensure that all ranks know the

Arny Commanders intention and plan before going into action.

Security

Conpl ete copies of Operation Orders will NOT be taken ashore. Any
rel evant extracts required may be taken down in manuscript and in note

formand will bear no official heading.
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46.

47.

D Day and H Hour

H hour is the tinme at which leading flights of assaulting infantry touch

t he shore.

D day is the day in which the assault conmences.

D day and H hour have been communi cated verbally to those concerned.

Code Nanes
(a) At Appendix "J" attached is a Ist of code nanes for places,
boundari es, assenbly areas, etcetera which will be used in

1 Canadi an Divi sion

(b) No other code nane within the divisional boundaries will be used

except on application to Divisional Headquarters.

(c) Any lists of code nanes taken ashore will not appear on the sane
pi ece of capper as place nanes to which they refer. It will be
noted that Appendix “J' is prepared for separating code nanmes and

pl ace names by cutting.

| NTERCOMMUNI CATI ON - issued separately

ADM NI STRATI ON - issued separately

ACKNOW.EDGE

Met hod of |ssue Hand and L. O

Time of Signature 1600 (G Kitching) Lt Col

207 Report No.

126



GS 1 Cdn Div
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DI STRI BUTI ON:

1 Canadi an Infantry Brigade
2 Canadi an Infantry Brigade
3 Canadi an Infantry Brigade

1 Canadi an Division Support Battalion

Squadron 4 Canadi an Reconnai ssance Regi nment

Commander Royal Artillery

Commander Royal Engi neers

O ficer Commandi ng 1 Canadi an Division Signals

103 Sub- Area (Beach)

Speci al Service Brigade

12 Canadi an Tank Regi nent

15 Airfield Construction G oup

30 Corps

51 (Hi ghland) Division

231 Brigade

1 Canadi an Arny Tank Bri gade

Rear Admiral (V)

Royal Air Force

Commander 1 Canadi an Di vi sion

GSO 1, 1 Canadi an Division

GSO 2, 1 Canadi an Division

Hi storical Officer, 1 Canadian Division
A/ Q 1 Canadi an Divi sion

Principal Mlitary Landing Oficer
Commander Royal Arny Service Corps

209
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10

11

12

13 - 15

16 ) through
17 ) 30 Corps
18

19 - 30

31 - 32

33

34

35

36

37 - 38

39

40
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Assistant Director Medical Services

Assistant Director Ordnance Services

Commander Royal El ectrical and Mechani cal Engi neers
Deputy Assistant Provost Marshal

Canp Conmandant, 1 Canadi an Divi sion

General O ficer Commandi ng in Chief First Canadian Arny
General Staff (Plans), War O fice

Chi ef of Conbi ned Operations

File

War Diary

Spar es

210

41

42

43

44

45

46

47 -

49

50

51 -

54 -

48

53

58
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APPENDI X " H"

(Statistics supplied by AC. (Stat), CMH Q)

STRENGTH OF CANADI AN UNI TS EMBARKED FOR OPERATI ON " HUSKY"

1 CON INF DIV UNI' T EMBARKED
UNI T OFFI CERS ORs
HQ UNTS HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div 60 194
HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div Sp Bn 4 20
1 Cdn F. S. Sec 1 14
1 Cdn Inf Div Def & Enp P1 - 48
R C A HQ RCA 1Cdn Inf Div 5 25
1 Cdn Fd Regt 30 415
2 Cdn Fd Regt 39 560
3 Cdn Fd Regt 42 633
HQ 1 Cdn A/Tk Regt (27,51,57,00 Btys) 34 578
HQ 2 Cdn Lt A A Regt (2,5,54 Btys) 41 755
R CE. HQ RCE 1Cdn Inf Div 5 26
2 Cdn Fd Pk Coy 6 141
1 Cdn Fd Coy 6 234
3 Cdn Fd Coy 6 183
4 Cdn Fd Coy 6 233
RCCS. 1 Cdn Inf Div Sigs 25 530
C.AC 4 Cdn Recce Regt (one squadron) 12 192
RCASC HQ RCASC 1Cdn Inf Dv 6 24
1 Cdn Inf Div Tps Coy 7 171
1 Cdn Inf Bde Coy 18 486
2 Cdn I nf Bde Coy 1 10
3 Cdn I nf Bde Coy 4 242
RCAMC 4 Cdn Fd Anb 13 202
5 Cdn Fd Anmb 15 196
9 Cdn Fd Anmb 13 203
1 Cdn F.D. S 7 89
2 Cdn F.D. S 7 90
2 Cdn Fd Hyg Sec 1 25
TOTAL 419 6570
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RCCC

C. PRO C
C.P.C
| NFANTRY

| NCREMENT TO
CORPS TPS
FOR 1 CDN
INF DIV

C.AC

RCCS
RCASC

HQ REME 1 Cdn Inf Dv
1 Cdn Inf Bde Vksp

2 Cdn I nf Bde Vksp

3 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp

68 L.A.D. (A (4 Recce Regt)
13 L.A.D. (A (A Tk Regt)

1 (A (1 Cdn Inf Bde)
(A (2 Cdn Inf Bde)
(A (3 Cdn Inf Bde)
(B) (1 Cdn Fd Regt)
(B) (2 Cdn Fd Regt)
(B) (3 Cdn Fd Regt)
.D. (B) (Div Sigs)

.D. (B) (Fd Pk Coy)

n Lt A A VWksp (A

>>.>.>.>.>.>.>
Oo0o0o00U

(621N
8 rr~rrrr

2
3
7
8
9
1
1
2

1 Cdn Pro Coy
1 Cdn Inf Div Post Unit

HQ 1 Cdn Inf Bde
1 Cdn Inf Bde Sp Gp
R CR

Hast & P.E. R

48t h Highrs

H Q 2 Cdn Inf Bde
2 Cdn Inf Bde Sp &
P.P.C.L.I.

Seaf orths of C.
Edmm Regt

H Q 3 Cdn Inf Bde
3 Cdn Inf Bde Sp &p
R 22e R

Carl eton & York
West NNS.R (Inc. 1, 2 & 3 Inf Bde Sp &)

R COC 1 Cdn Div Sub Pk
R COC 1 Cdn Inf Tps Wksp
R CAP.C 1 Cdn Fd Cash Ofice
TOTAL
1 CDN ARMY TK BDE GP

HQ 1 Cdn Arnmy Tk Bde
11 Cdn Tks
12 Cdn Tks
14 Cdn Tks

1 Cdn Arnmy Tk Bde Sigs
1 Cdn Arnmy Tk Bde Coy (38 Coy)

212

oo b

L N Porer ' rNoRrRrPR

Report

17
178
181

15
15
25

13

21
78
21

181
168

14549

155
606
638
614

93
528
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RCCC

RCAMC

HQ UNTS

CAC
RCE.

RCAMC

R C O C
C. PRO C

C.D C
C.P.C

M SC

SUMVARY

1 Cdn Tk Bde \Wksp

1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde Sub Pk

1 Cdn Arny Tk Tps Vksp

59 L.A.D. (© (11 Cdn Tks)
60 L.A.D. (C (2 Cdn Tks)
61 L.A.D. (C (14 Cdn Tks)

2 Cdn Lt Fd Anmb

TOTAL

M SCELLANEOUS UNI TS

Cdn Sec G H Q 1 Echelon
Cdn Sec G H. Q 2 Echelon

1 Cdn Base Reinf Depot Reinforcenents

1 Cdn Tk Delivery Squ

Det 1 Cdn Tun Coy
2 Det - 1 Cdn Tun Coy

5 Cdn Gen Hosp (600 beds)

15 Cdn Gen Hosp (1200 Be s)

1 Conval escent Dept
Fd Surg Unit

Fd Surg Unit

Fd Transfusion Unit

Cdn Recovery Sec (Hy)

L. of C. Provost Sec
L. of C. Provost Sec
Provost Sec

P WNER, R RPN R

Cdn Dental Coy

Det First Cdn Arny
Base Host Office

Graves Registration Unit
1 Pub Rel ati ons Det

1 Cdn Div
1 Cdn Arny Tk Bde
M scel | aneous Units

213

7 258

3 76

6 242

1 23

1 18

1 24

10 176

193 3451

3 3

13 153

468 5694

11 185

3 41

80 152

141 238

13 95

2 8

2 8

1 2

2 78

- 16

- 16

- 15

18 73

1 17

2 6

11 35

771 6835

887 14549

193 3451

771 6835

1851 24835
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APPENDI X " "

Message from G O C. 1 Cdn Inf Div to Cond 1 Cdn |nf Bde

(sent presumably at 1750 hours 3 Jul 43)

To: Brigadier - GLENGYLE From GOC 1 Cdn Div

Report recce night 25 26 June indicates firm sandbar stretching from
about 933883 some 600 yards southwards. Study of the latest vertical photos
i ndi cates this bar extends to about 939975. Bar is stated to be 1 ft 6 inches
bel ow water |evel 20 yards wide with steep drop to 9 feet depth on shoreward
side. A later report states depth of water inside bar as two feet. Average
di stance of bar frommain beach is 60 yards. |f depth of water is nine feet |
appreciate your main difficulty will be getting assault troops ashore
Def ences are not strong and covering fire at your disposal should be able to
neutralize those which open fire. Success in assault will depend upon the
speed with which you can cross this bar and get troops on to the beach before
eneny noves reserves to neet you for fromtheir disposition it is apparent
that the eneny are relying very largely on the physical difficulties as a
defence in this sector. Because of inpossibility of R N. guaranteeing |anding
at specific points and extent of these obstacles it would be unsound to
assault on basis of |anding at particular beach sectors. |In view of this you
shoul d prepare to alter your arrangenents for landing as follows but no
executive action will be taken until further orders fromme. 3 LCTs each
carrying 7 DUKWs wi Il then be driven over the ranp spread out and nmake
straight for the beach. One LCT will report GLENGYLE and two to MARNI X on
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arrival at release position. | regret change at this stage and have asked for
verification of report received. Your staff will work out your assault based
on this instruction but | repeat no executive action will be taken to alter
your plan until confirmation of depth of water beyond fal se beach has been
obtained. 1In any event expecting the change in |anding arrangenments of the
first wave of your first flight your assault will proceed in all other

respects as you have pl anned.

(Second nmessage sent 7 Jul 43)

To: Brigadier and SNOL(R) GLENGYLE From RA (V) AND GOC

Water inshore from bar confirmed as depth nine repeat nine feet. You
will therefore take executive action to land in DUKW from LCT as outlined in
my 031750. 1In event of failure of LCT to arrive rel ease position your assault
will be made in LCA directed agai nst ROGER GREEN one and ROGER RED

TOO. 071723
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REPORT NO 126
HI STORI CAL OFFI CER
CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS
Canadi an Operations in Sicily, July-August 1943
Part |: The Prelimninaries of Operation "HUSKY"

(The Assault on Sicily)

AMENDVENT NO. 1

(a) P.35 para 95. For "Major-Ceneral Wenbley" read "Mjor- Ceneral

W nberl ey".

(b) P.52 para 164. Add the following at the end of this paragraph:
(Detailed information regarding the intelligence
planning by 1 Cdn Inf Div for Operation "HUSKY" will
be found in Hist Sec file Italy: 1943/1 Cdn | nf
Div/L/D, Accounts by Capt G MC. Sprung, Int Ofr,

1 Cdn Inf Div and Capt W Hall, attached from Ei ghth
Arny to HQ, 1 Cdn Div as Air Photographic

Interpreter.)

(c) P.54 para 170 For "R CORNALUNGA' read "R GORNALUNGA'.

(d) P.63 para 204 After "1 Cdn Inf Div" delete "1 Cdn Arnmy Tk Bde".

(e) P.63 para 205 After "300 transports" delete ",while Force "V' had

between 80 and 84". (See anmendment to para 250 bel ow.)
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(f) P.63 Add the follow ng paragraph after para 205:
Ports of enbarkation for the Eastern Task Force were
as follows:
1 Cdn Inf Div: Cl ydesi de

51 (H) Inf Div: Mal t a, SOUSSE and SFAX

231 I nf Bde:)

5 1Inf Div: ) ALEXANDRI A and Port SAID

50 Inf Div: )

1 Airborne Div: KAI ROUAN

Ports for the Western Task Force were:

45 (U.S.) Inf Div: ORAN

1 (U.S.) Inf Div: ALG ERS

3 (US) Inf Div: )

2 (US) Armd Div: ) TUNIS and BI ZERTA

82 (U.S.) Airborne Div: KAl ROUAN

(This informati on has been obtained from Hi st Sec

files "HUSKY"/C/H and /C/ 1, and checked at the offices

of Historical Section, War Cabinet Secretariat.)
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(g) P.65 para 211 Add the follow ng sentence:
It may be noted that three R C A F. Wellington

Squadrons operated in Sicily.

(h) P.74 para 250 Delete the first eleven lines and substitute the
fol | owi ng:

The Navy designated the forces sailing fromthe United
Ki ngdom for Operation "HUSKY" sonewhat differently
fromthe Army. Thus the assault portion of the
mlitary "Force X', scheduled to | and on D-day, was
called Force "V' by the Navy and was commanded by
Rear Admiral Vian (see para 204 above). Only that
part of the military "Force X" sailing with the
foll ow-up convoys was called Force "X" by the Navy.
Mlitary "Force Y' on the other hand, was also called
Force "Y" by the Navy.x The Navy further designated
the separate convoys by letters "K.M", followed by
the letters "F" or "S", "fast" or "slow', plus a

nunber. (17) for

x It appears that the naval forces "X' and "Y" were in
some respects subordinate to Force "V', but according
to the Orders they were to be "sailed from

Uni ted Kingdom by Admiralty" (see "Force V Nava

Operation Order No. 2", pages 13 and 15).
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(1)

(k)

()

P. 72

P. 75

P. 76

P. 76

para 239

para 252

para 256

para 257

After "C.P.S. file 2201" insert "which also contains a
conplete list of Commanders and Staffs of 1 Cdn Inf Div

and of non-divisional troops of "Force X".

For "two Landi ng Ships Tank" read "three Landi ng Ships

Tank".

After "KM S. 19" insert "(42 ships)" and after

"K.MF. 19" insert "(10 ships)"

Add the followi ng sentence:
According to the lists in "Force V Naval Operation
Order No. 1" the nunber of ships in these convoys
| eaving the United Kingdomtotalled 92. This figure
i ncludes eight L.S.Ts., which this Naval Order
includes in a supplenentary list of naval ships, but
excl udes one A A ship which is |isted under

K.MF. 18, and one O ler which according to a

pencill ed anendnent to the order was to join KMS. 18

on D1 from an undi scl osed port of departure. (The
ships are |listed again by convoys in "Force V Nava
Operation Order No. 2" which lists the eight L.S. Ts.

under K.M'S. 18A and excludes the A A ship and the

Oler. These lists, however, show only eight ships in

K.MF. 19.)
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(m P.79 para 271 Add the followi ng footnote at end of paragraph:

P. 79

para 270 Add

This officer was Major J.M Robi nson, Divisional Photo
Interpreter, who had previously flown from England to
Malta to obtain the [atest information available. He
had reconnoitred the Pachi no beaches from a subnari ne
and was then brought by destroyer to neet the convoy
fromthe United Kingdom He cane aboard via the
"bosun's chair". (H st Sec File: Italy 1943/1 Cdn I nf

Di v/ L/ D, Account by Capt G M Sprung.)

the following footnote to this paragraph:

In a report to HQ, 1 Cdn Inf Div,

Maj or D.S. Harkness, R C. A, O C. Troops on the
"Denis" told the details regarding the sinking of this

ship. The following is quoted fromthis report:

At approx 1545 hrs, 5 July 43, the ship was struck
by a torpedo just aft of am dships. The expl osion
was i medi ately beneath the OR' s Mess Decks, and
bl ew t he body of one nman up on the bridge, and two
nore on to the boat deck, as well as the rear end
of a truck, etc. Fire broke out inmediately, and
within 3 - 4 mnutes the fore part of the ship was
cut off fromthe aft part. Explosions of

anmmuni ti on were conti nuous.
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The nmen, with two exceptions, behaved extrenely
well. They took their boat stations in an orderly
manner, and did not throw over the rafts or junp
overboard until the order to abandon ship was
given. In the neantinme, they collected wounded
and burned nen, and took them overboard with them

when they went.

About a dozen nmen were trapped on the Mess Deck
several of these were able to get out thensel ves.
| organized a gang, with ropes, who succeeded in
pulling out the remainder. Al these nen were
fairly severely burned, three of themvery badly.

(CMHQ File 18/AAI/1, folio 278).

When all personnel aft were overboard Mj or Harkness

himsel f |l eft the ship and three m nutes |ater at

approximately 1605 hrs it went down. according to the

report "Personnel were in the water for varying

periods up t two hours, when all had been got on rafts

or

pi cked up by the rescue tug. About half an hour

| ater a destroyer took on all survivors and run us

into BOUG E, TUNISIA". There the uninjured or

slightly injured survivors were partially re-equi pped

and sent on to Sicily where they landed | ate on

13 Jul. The followi ng day they joined their units.
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O 12 Oficers and 252 ot her ranks on board the
"Deni s" 51 other ranks were reported dead or m ssing.

(i bi d)
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ARMY HEADQUARTERS

File No. Med Hist 13-4-5

OTTAWA, 7 Apr 49

DDHS

Hist Ofr Rept No 126

(Operation "Husky")

1. At page 73, footnote (16), of the a/mreport it is stated that 4, 5 and
9 Cdn Fd Ambs, 1 and 2 Cdn F.D.Ss., and 2 Cdn Fd Hyg Sec sailed in convoy

HERRICK Il as units NOT required for the initial assault on Sicily.

2. This statenent is misleading. According to 1 Cdn Div 00 No. 1, 7 Jun 43,
appx "N', a total of 859 personnel of medical units (Cdn and Br) sailed in

convoy HERRICK I; only 275 sailed in HERRICK I1.

3. The details are as foll ows:

(a) HERRICK |

(i) BESov
4 Cdn Fd Anb 210
35 FTU (Br) 4
1 Cdn FDS 88
35 FSU (Br) 9
Det 2 Cdn Fd Hyg Sec 2
Tot al 313
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(b)

(ii) N NMROD

(iii)

5

1

3

Cdn Fd Anmb

Tot al

SASH

Cdn Fd Anmb
Cdn FSU
Cdn FSU
Cdn FSU

FDS (Br)

36 FSU (Br)

Det 2 Cdn Fd Hyg Sec

Tot al

(iv) Total HERRICK I

(i)

2

3

HERRI CK 11

Cdn FDS

Cdn FDS

Cdn Fd Anmb
Cdn Fd Anmb
Cdn Fd Anmb
Cdn Fd Hyg Sec

FDS (Br)

35 FSU (Br)

36 FSU (Br)

210

210

12

12

88

‘I\J ©

97

224

210
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4 CCS 11

(ii) Total HERRICK Il

N
~
o

(J.C. Mrrison) Capt
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AMVENDMENT NO. 1

(a) P. 35, PARA 95. For "Mjor-Ceneral Wnbley" read "Mjor-Ceneral

W nberl ey".

(b) P.52, para 164. Add the following at the end of this paragraph:
(Detailed information regarding the intelligence planning by
1 Cdn Inf Div for Operation "HUSKY" will be found in Hi st Sec
file Italy: 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/L/D, Accounts by
Capt GMC. Sprung, Int Ofr, 1 Cdn Inf Div and Capt W Hall,
attached from Eighth Army to HQ, 1 Cdn Div as Air

Phot ographic Interpreter.)

(c) P.54, para 170. For "R CORNALUNGA' read "R GORNALUNGA'.

(d) P. 63, para 204. After "1 Cdn Inf Div" delete "and 1 Cdn Arny Tk

Bde" .

(e) P. 63, para 205. Delete ",while Force "V' had between 80 and 84".

See anendnent to para 250 bel ow)

It appears that the Naval Forces "X' and "Y' were in some respects
subordi nate to Force "V', but they were to be "sailed from
Uni ted Ki ngdom by Admiralty" (see "Force "V' Naval Operation Order

No. 2", pages 13 and 15).
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(9)

P.63. Add the follow ng:
Ports of enbarkation for the Eastern Task Force were as foll ows:
1 Cdn Inf Div: Cl ydesi de

51 (H) Inf Div: Mal ta, SOUSSE and SFAX

231 I nf Bde: )

5 Inf Div: ) ALEXANDRI A and Port SAID

50 Inf Div: )

1 Airborne Div: KAI ROUAN

Ports for the Western Task Force were:

45 (U.S.) Inf Div: ORAN
1 (U.S.) Inf Div: ALG ERS
3 (US) Inf Div: ) TUNI'S and Bl ZERTA

2 (US) Arnd Div: )

82 (U.S.) Airborne Div: KAl ROUAN

(This informati on has been obtained fromHi st Sec files "HUSKY"/C/ H
and /C/ 1, and checked at the offices of Historical Section, War

Cabi net Secretariat)

P. 65, para 211. Add the follow ng sentence: "It may be noted that
three R C. A F. Wllington Squadrons operated in Sicily."
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P. 79, para 270. Add the followi ng footnote to this paragraph:

In a report to HQ, 1 Cdn Inf Div, Major D.S. Harkness, R C A
O.C. Troops on the "Denis" told the details regarding the sinking of

this ship. The following is quoted fromthis report:

At approx 1545 hrs, 5 July 43, the ship was struck by a torpedo just
aft of am dships. The explosion was i medi ately beneath the OR s
Mess Decks, and bl ew the body of one man up on the bridge, and two
nore on to the boat deck, as well as the rear end of a truck, etc.
Fire broke out immediately, and within 3 - 4 mnutes the fore part
of the ship was cut off fromthe aft part. Explosions of anmunition

were conti nuous.

The nmen, with two exceptions, behaved extrenely well. They took
their boat stations in an orderly manner, and did not throw over the
rafts or junp overboard until the order to abandon ship was given.
In the neantinme, they collected wounded and burned nmen, and took

t hem overboard with them when they went.

About a dozen nmen were trapped on the Mess Deck; several of these
were able to get out thenselves. | organized a gang, with ropes,
who succeeded in pulling out the remainder. All these nmen were
fairly severely burned, three of themvery badly.

(CMHQ File 18/AAI/1, folio 278).
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When all personnel aft were overboard Mj or Harkness hinmself |eft
the ship and three mnutes |ater at approximately 1605 hrs it went
down. According to the report "Personnel were in the water for
varying periods up t two hours, when all had been got on rafts or

pi cked up by the rescue tug. About half an hour |ater a destroyer
took on all survivors and run us into BOUG E, TUNISIA". There the
uninjured or slightly injured survivors were partially re-equipped
and sent on to Sicily where they landed late on 13 Jul. The
following day they joined their units. O 12 Oficers and 252 other
ranks on board the "Denis" 51 other ranks were reported dead or

m ssing. (ibid)

P. 74, para 250. Delete the first eleven lines and substitute the

fol | owi ng:

The Navy designated the forces sailing fromthe United Kingdom
for Operation "HUSKY" sonewhat differently fromthe Arnmy. Thus
the assault portion of the mlitary "Force X', scheduled to

| and on D-day, was called "Force "V' by the Navy and was
commanded by Rear Admiral Vian (see para 204 above). Only that
part of the military "Force X" sailed with the foll ow up
convoys was called Force "X' by the Navy. Mlitary "Force Y"
on the other hand, was also called Force "Y' by the Navy. It
appears that the Naval Forces "X" and "Y' were in some respects
subordi nate to Force "V', but they were to be sailed from

Uni ted Kingdom by Admiralty" (see "Force "V' Naval Operation
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(i)

(i)

(k)

()

Order No. 2", paras 13 and 15). The Navy further designated
the separate convoys by letters "KM", followed by the letters

"F' or "S", "fast" or "slow', plus a number. (17) for

P. 72, para 239. After "C.P.S. File 2201" insert "which also
contains a conplete |list of Conmanders and Staffs of 1 Cdn Inf Div

and of non-directional troops of "Force X'.

P. 75, para 252. For "two Landi ng Ships Tank" read "three Landi ng

Shi ps Tank".

P. 76, para 256. After "K.MS. 19" insert "(42 ships)" and after

"K.MF. 19" insert" (10 ships)".

P. 76, para 257. Add the followi ng sentences:
According t the lists in "Force V Naval Operation Oder No. 1"
the nunber of ships in these convoys |eaving the United Ki ngdom
totalled 92. This figure includes eight L.S. Ts., which this
Naval Order includes in a supplenentary list of naval ships,
but excludes one A A ship which is listed under K MF. 18, and
one O ler which according to anendnment to a pencilled order was
to join KMS. 18 on D-1 from an undi scl osed port of departure.
(The ships are listed again by convoys - "Force V Naval
Operation Order No. 2 which lists the eight L.S. Ts. under
K.M'S. 18A and excludes the A A ship and the oiler. These
lists however show only eight ships in KMF. 19.)
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P.80, para 276. Add the followi ng footnote to the first sentence:

During the first nine days of July, in accordance with the
prelim nary bonmbing plan (para 211 above), the Allied Air
Forces had carried out intensive attacks on the eneny's
airfields in Sicily. During this the North-West African Air
Forces carried out 394 heavy, 1,225 nedium and 377 |ight bonber
effective sorties against Sicilian |anding grounds, while
Cyrerraican - based Liberators of the ninth U S. Air Force
flew 126 effective sorties agai nst these objectives. On one
day, 5 Jul, 50 out of 54 aircraft on the main GERBIN aircraft
were destroyed on the ground and on the sane day 35 out of a
force of 100 Gernan fighters were shotdown while attacking a
formation of 27 Fortresses (R A.F. Mediterranean Review No 4,
HQ RAF Mdde East, July-Septenber 1943: "The Conquest of
Sicily"; acopy is in Hst Sec files). The R A F. Account
referred to above sunms up the results of the bonmbing program as

foll ows:
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