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March 1, 2006

The Honorable Joe Barton The Honorable John D. Dingell
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce Committee on Energy & Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Barton, Ranking Member Dingell and Members of the Committee:

We are a broad based group of Internet consumers, content providers, service, device and
application companies that believe that unless Congress acts, the Internet is at risk of
losing the openness that has made it an engine for phenomenal social and economic
growth. We are writing to urge that Congress take steps now to preserve this fundamental
underpinning of the Internet and to assure the Internet remains a platform open to
innovation and progress.

Specifically, as Congress considers legislation to update the nation’s telecommunications
policy, it must recognize that the Internet’s open architecture and the pre-existing legal
framework that created the Internet should not be just “hoped for” in a broadband world.
The essential elements must be guaranteed by a meaningful and enforceable net neutrality
requirement.

The open architecture of the Internet has always let providers, as well as individual
innovators, share, offer and create the content, devices, applications, and services that the
marketplace desires. Consumers in the marketplace, and not network operators, should
decide what content and services succeed or fail. The end-to-end design of the Internet
was made possible by the non-discriminatory framework that has long been the bedrock
of U.S. telecommunications policy. It is this framework that has prevented gatekeepers
on the Internet and guaranteed the innovation and economic success that has driven the
American economy over the past decade.

While it is appropriate for Congress to develop new legislation to promote competition
among broadband networks, it must also ensure that consumers and providers continue to
have the right to use those networks to send and receive content, and to use applications
and services, without interference by network operators. As Internet pioneer Vint Cerf
said, the Internet is, and must remain, ‘innovation without permission”.

We stand ready to work with you to pass legislation that will continue the successful legal
policies that are essential to allowing the broadband Internet to thrive.

Sincerely,
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