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Getting students’ heads around brain science 
  
Cheltenham Secondary College (CSC) students are part of a unique and 
interactive co-operative education pilot project ‘24/7 Brain Science’, to be 
launched at CSC on 10 March 2006.  
  
As part of, ‘24/7 Brain Science’ the year 11 students will work with PhD 
students from Australia's leading brain research institute, the Howard Florey 
Institute, and apply the theory they learn in the classroom to real-life brain 
research experiments during the next six months. 
  
‘24/7 Brain Science’ is the brainchild of CSC Principal, Peter Corkill and 
Florey Deputy Director, Professor Malcolm Horne. They wanted to generate 
the year 11 students’ interest in science, as well as teaching the Florey PhD 
students how to communicate their complex research so it is easy to 
understand. 
  
While the results of standard school biology experiments are always known 
before the experiment begins, the ‘24/7 Brain Science’ experiments will reflect 
real-life medical research processes and the outcomes will be unknown. 
  
Professor Horne said ‘Brain Science’ would allow the CSC students to 
develop a deeper understanding of brain research through a hands-on 
approach to learning.   
  
“The CSC students will participate in experiments at the Florey and can follow 
the experiments 24 hours a day, seven days a week on the web via a ‘Lab 
Cam’ site set up for the participants,” Prof Horne said. 
  
“The students will also visit the Florey's labs and spend time with the PhD 
students setting up and discussing the experiments, as well as learning about 
animal research ethics. 
  
“Through ‘24/7 Brain Science’ we hope the CSC students’ curiosity about 
science will grow and that they consider science as a career option. 
  
“We want to encourage the brightest secondary students to consider medical 
research as a career instead of other traditional science careers, such as 
medicine and dentistry. 
  
“The Florey PhD students will also benefit greatly from working with the CSC 
students because learning to explain research findings simply will be of great 
benefit when it comes to communicating with their peers and writing funding 
grants and research papers. 
  



“Scientists are increasingly expected to explain and justify the use of public 
funds for their research, so enhancing science communication skills at an 
early stage in their careers will help these PhD students,” Prof Horne said. 
  
One of the activities arranged for ‘24/7 Brain Science’s’ launch on 10 March 
includes the Florey PhD students helping the CSC students design a shield 
around a chicken egg, which hopefully remains intact when dropped from an 
elevated height. This activity will highlight the importance of wearing helmets 
to decrease the risk of head injury.  
  
The Helen Macpherson Smith Trust has generously funded ‘Brain Science'. If 
the pilot program is successful and can secure further funding from other 
sources, the program will be offered to other secondary schools in Victoria. 
  
The Howard Florey Institute is Australia’s leading brain research centre. Its 
scientists undertake clinical and applied research that can be developed into 
treatments to combat brain disorders, and new medical practices. Their 
discoveries will improve the lives of those directly, and indirectly, affected by 
brain and mind disorders in Australia, and around the world. The Florey’s 
research areas cover a variety of brain and mind disorders including 
Parkinson’s disease, stroke, motor neuron disease, addiction, epilepsy, 
multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, autism and dementia. 
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