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Foreword 
 
 
 
 
The Living With Predators Resource Guides were compiled by the Living with Wildlife Foundation in 
cooperation with the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Living with Black Bears, Grizzly Bears and 
Lions Project.  The guides are intended to help minimize conflicts between people and black bears, 
grizzly bears, wolves and mountain lions.  Information has been compiled into three separate vol-
umes to better target specific users.  The set consists of the following: 
 

Techniques and Refuse Management Options for  
                          Residential Areas, Campgrounds, and Other Group-Use Facilities, 

 
 

         Recreating in Bear, Wolf and Mountain Lion Country, 
 

and 
 

          Predator Behavior Modification Tools for Wildlife Professionals 
 
            
 
The three guides provide ideas on how to reduce bear attractants, deter bears and other predators 
from developed areas, and information about where to obtain bear-resistant products.  Most of the 
techniques and products listed in the guides were initially developed to reduce human/grizzly bear 
conflicts; however, many of these techniques and products have also been effective at reducing 
conflicts with other predators as well. 
 
These resource guides were compiled after a thorough search for products and techniques being 
advertised as bear-resistant.  Products that were not being advertised as being bear-resistant, but 
might be suitable for use as bear-resistant storage containers, were also included in the guides.  It 
is important to note that not all of the products included in the guides have been tested for use as 
bear-resistant containers. It is important to note that not all of the products included in the guides 
have been tested for use as bear-resistant containers.    
 
 
All of the vendors included in these guides were contacted to verify that products are still available 
and to obtain permission to include them in the guide. Contact information for vendors who weren’t 
successfully reached was also included, but product information for those vendors may be limited.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Care has been taken to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information con-
tained in the Living With Predators Resource Guides; however, the author and Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks are not responsible for errors contained in these guides and does 
not guarantee the performance of the products and techniques included in the resource 
guides. 



Considerations For Using The Living With Predators  
Resource Guides 

 
 

 
• Not all of the products and designs listed in the resource guides have been tested and 

proven to be bear-resistant.  In addition, products must be used properly and according 
to the manufacturer’s specifications. 

 
 
• Products that are advertised as “bear-proof” may not be 100% bear-proof.  Most prod-

ucts that are advertised as “bear-proof” are most likely “bear-resistant” meaning that 
under certain circumstances (i.e. under certain weather conditions, after many years of 
use, if used improperly, or when tested by certain bears) the container may fail and al-
low a bear to access its contents.  

 
 
• Please be aware that National Parks, National Forests, and State Parks may have differ-

ent regulations and requirements for food and garbage storage and disposal.  Please 
consult the appropriate regulatory authority for that area. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please report any bear activity near houses, campgrounds, schools, and other 
public or developed areas, to the appropriate bear management specialist for 
that area.  Even if the bear’s activity seems minor at the time, often the behav-
ior escalates to a point where it requires management action, such as the relo-
cation and/or ultimately, the killing of the bear.  Please help prevent the need 
for such actions— 
 

you can make a difference! 
 

Photo courtesy of Thomas D. Mangelsen,  
Images of Nature                   
 
www.mangelsen.com 
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Guidelines for Recreating in Wild Areas 
 
 
It is important to identify the kinds of wildlife you could encounter in the area you will be 
visiting BEFORE you head out on your adventure.  In this section of the resource guide, 
you will find basic guidelines and considerations for recreating in areas where grizzlies, 
black bears, and mountain lions occur.  Please note that these are just general guidelines 
and considerations.  Predator behavior is very complex and each animal may react differ-
ently based on its own unique life experiences. 
 
After the guidelines and considerations section, we present information on products and 
techniques currently being used to minimize conflicts with these predators.    
 
Please contact the local, state or federal regulatory authority to find out what 
species you could potentially encounter or for more specific information on these 
wildlife species.  
 

Recreating in Mountain Lion 
Country 
 
 
• Try to recreate in groups of at least two people. 
 
• Don’t assume that just because you don’t see 

them, mountain lions are not around. 
 
• Don’t assume that unattended mountain lion 

kittens are orphaned—often the mother will 
“stash” them in a safe place while she hunts for 
food to bring back to them. 

 
• Keep children close to you—they are most susceptible to lion attacks. 
 
• If you see a lion, leave the area, but DO NOT RUN.  If you run, the lion could view you as 

prey and may pursue you. 
 
• If the lion attacks, stand your ground.  Try to make yourself look as big and threatening as 

possible by shouting, waving your arms, waving sticks in the air, throwing sticks and rocks in the 
lion’s direction, etc. 

 
• If the lion continues its attack, be aggressive and try to fight it off—hit the animal with rocks, 

sticks or any other blunt, hard object. 
 
• Use bear pepper spray if it’s available.  Pepper spray has been used successfully to divert con-

frontations with mountain lions (Bob Weisner, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, personal com-
munication). 

 
 
 

 

     Photo Courtesy of Thomas D. Mangelsen 



 

Hiking and Mountain Biking in Bear Country 

 
 

• Try to recreate in groups of at least two people if 

possible. 

• Always let someone know where and when you’ll 

be hiking or biking and what time you plan to be 

back. 

• Always carry an approved brand of bear pepper 

spray when recreating in bear country. 

• Stay on established trails; make plenty of noise, 

especially when the trail you’re on goes through areas of thick brush, or takes a bend 

and you can’t see the path ahead. 

• Avoid hiking at dusk or at night; bears are very active during these times and it’s too 

easy to startle a bear when the light is low. 

• Watch for signs of recent bear activity—scats (droppings), bear tracks, logs that have 

been torn apart, large rocks that have been rolled over, trees with claw or bite marks 

or areas of digging; if you see signs, leave the area. 

• Avoid animal carcasses and berry patches—these are potential food sources for bears. 

• Keep children and pets close at all times; either leave your dog at home or keep it 

leashed while hiking.  Kids and dogs can excite bears which could result in a defen-

sive or predatory response from the bear.   

• Do not take odorous items along on your hike.  Bears have a great sense of smell and 

may be attracted to items that have a strong smell, such as lotions, deodorants, 

scented soaps, etc. 

• Do not leave backpacks, coolers or other gear unattended—hang packs using meth-

ods presented in this guide. 

• If you encounter a grizzly while hiking or biking, remain calm and quiet.  Keep watch-
ing the bear but avoid making direct eye contact with the bear.  Back up slowly, and 
speak to the bear in a soft voice.  Never turn your back or run from a bear. 

• DO NOT APPROACH BEARS TO GET A CLOSER LOOK OR A BETTER PICTURE!  
View bears at a distance using binoculars or your camera lens.  Bears can run as fast 
as 30 m.p.h., and can go from being “far away” to “way too close” almost in an in-
stant.  In addition, the bear you’re looking at may not be the only bear around—it 
could be a mother with cubs. 

• If you plan to be out overnight, follow the guidelines listed in the section on camping 

in bear country. 

 

Photo Courtesy of Keith Highley 
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Women in Grizzly Bear Country 
 
• There is no evidence that grizzlies are more attracted to menstrual odor than to any 

other odor. 
• Practice careful hygiene—use pre-moistened unscented towelettes. 
• Use tampons instead of pads. 
• Never bury garbage since bears could smell it and dig it up; always pack out discarded 

feminine hygiene products. Hang garbage at least 10 feet off of the ground and at 
least 4 feet away from vertical supports while camping. 

• Do not use or pack any scented hygiene items. 
 
Camping in Bear Country 
 
• Use designated camping areas when they are available and follow all regulations. 
• Camp in open areas when at all possible. 
• Do not put your tent near any potential feeding areas such as: near a carcass, near 

water or riparian areas, near berry patches, or near trails.  
• Store food or other odorous items (including toothpaste, lotion, sun screen, bug repel-

lent, etc.) in an airtight and bear-resistant container; if the bear does get into your 
pack, it won’t get a food reward.  

• If camping with pets, be sure to pick up any leftover or spilled food immediately and 
dispose of it the same way you dispose of your garbage. 

• Store pet food in a bear-resistant manner along with your food.  
• Hang backpacks and other gear out of the reach of bears—at least 10-15 feet up from 

the ground and at least 4 feet away from any vertical support (tree, post or pole).  
Techniques for hanging gear and other bear attractants are presented later in this 
guide. 

• DO NOT STORE FOOD OR ODOROUS ITEMS IN YOUR TENT OR SLEEPING BAG!! 
• Do your cooking, eating and dishwashing at least 100 yards from your sleeping area. 
• Keep your camp clean—do not leave garbage or food unsecured. 
• Never bury garbage.  Pack all food and garbage out when you leave. 
 

Disposing of Your Garbage in Bear Country 
 

Proper disposal of all garbage is critical when you’re recreating in bear country.  Please 
keep these important points in mind: 
 
• DO NOT bury your garbage.  Bears have a great sense of smell and will dig it up. 
• Hang your garbage using one of the methods described in this guide while you’re 

camping. 
• Pack all garbage out with you or dispose of it in a bear-resistant trash container if one 

is provided. 
• If you burn any of your garbage, make sure it is completely burned before you leave.  

Dispose of any unburned or partially burned garbage in a bear-resistant trash con-
tainer or pack it out with you. 

• Make sure your camp fire is completely out before you leave your camp. 
• If you see other recreationists being careless with their food and/or garbage, please 

report the situation to a ranger or other authority immediately...BEFORE the bears 
find it! 
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Hunting in Bear Country 
 
• Try to hunt with a partner or in small groups if possible.  Make sure at least one person 

not on the trip knows where you will be hunting and when you will be back. 
• Be alert for signs of bear activity—scats (droppings), bear tracks, logs that have been 

torn apart, large rocks that have been rolled over, trees with claw or bite marks or areas 
of digging.  

• Avoid hunting in berry patches or near old animal carcasses. 
• Do not hunt in low light conditions. 
• Follow the guidelines listed above under “camping in bear country” for food and garbage 

storage and for storing and/or hanging your game meat while you’re in bear country 
(this also applies to hanging your meat at home if you live in or near bear country). 

• Comply with all regulations regarding meat storage for the area you are hunting in; spe-
cial regulations may apply if you’re hunting in grizzly country. 

• If you’re using pack animals, make sure that the livestock feed (grain, corn, oats, etc.) 
is stored in a bear-resistant container. 

• Always have pepper spray within reach while hunting and butchering your game meat. 
• Gut, butcher and pack out your meat as quickly as possible—always separate the gut 

pile from the rest of the carcass while you’re butchering. 
• Pack out your meat—do not drag it (dragging will leave a scent trail). 
• DO NOT BUTCHER YOUR GAME ANIMAL OR DISPOSE OF THE CARCASS OR EN-

TRAILS ON OR NEAR ANY ROAD OR TRAIL—THIS MAY ENDANGER OTHER 
HUNTERS OR RECREATIONISTS!!!  

• DO NOT SLEEP IN THE CLOTHES THAT YOU WORE WHILE BUTCHERING YOUR 
GAME! 

• If you must leave your game carcass in the field overnight, mark the carcass well and 
leave any unattended meat at least 50 yards away from the gut pile.  When retrieving 
your meat, check your meat cache from a safe distance using binoculars to make sure 
that a bear isn’t feeding on the carcass.  Make lots of noise as you approach the car-
cass. 

• If a grizzly bear is feeding on the carcass when you return, leave the bear and the car-
cass and vacate the area immediately.  Report the location of the carcass and bear to 
the nearest game warden or wildlife official. 

• Consider erecting a portable electric fence around the carcass to discourage bears.  See 
technique for installing an electric fence later in this guide. 

• There is some evidence that bears may be attracted to gun shots or congregations of 
ravens after a game animal has been taken—if a bear investigates, stay calm.  In most 
cases the bear will remain at a distance until you leave the area.  Pack out as much of 
the animal as you can in case the bear does approach the carcass after you leave the 
site. 

• It is NOT recommended that you shoot at a bear that approaches you or charges you.  
In many cases the bear is wounded and before dying or leaving the area, it attacks the 
shooter. 

• Report any incident with a bear to the nearest authority as quickly as possible. 
• Grizzlies in the Lower 48 States are protected—it is illegal to hunt grizzlies in the Lower 

48 States. 
• Please report any wildlife poaching to the nearest authority. 
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SECURING YOUR FOOD, GARBAGE AND OTHER GEAR 
In Bear Country 

 
 
While you are recreating in bear country, it is vitally important that you properly store your food, 
garbage and any other items that have an odor.  Bears have a very keen sense of smell and could 
be attracted to anything that smells interesting to them—whether or not it’s food-related.  Items 
such as toothpaste, soap, lotions or bug sprays, deodorant, and any food or garbage items should be 
stored in a bear-resistant container.   
 
This guide offers product ideas and options for ways to secure items that could be bear attractants.  
If you will be visiting a national or state park, a national forest, or a wilderness area, please consult 
with the appropriate regulatory agency to find out what requirements for food and garbage storage 
may apply in that area.  For instance, Yellowstone, Grand Teton, and Glacier National Parks all have 
regulations pertaining to the storage of food and garbage in grizzly country.  Many of the parks have 
compiled a list of approved bear-resistant products that can be used in that particular recreational 
area. 
 
Some products are more bear-resistant than others.  This resource guide presents a range of prod-
ucts for you to consider, but does not yet provide information on product performance. A formal pro-
tocol for testing products using captive grizzly bears is currently being drafted.  We hope to imple-
ment the testing protocol in the Spring of 2003, and as products are tested, this guide will be up-
dated to provide consumers with up-to-date information on the performance of various products. 
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INTERAGENCY GRIZZLY BEAR COMMITTEE  
CERTIFIED BEAR RESISTANT PRODUCTS  

 
 
Background  
 
In 1989, the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) published minimum design and struc-
tural standards, inspection and testing methodology for BEAR RESISTANT CONTAINERS. To 
structure the testing methodology, the USFS Missoula Technology and Development Center 
(MTDC) designed an impact-testing machine that closely simulated the pressure a bear can ex-
ert on a container. This information formed the basis for the courtesy inspections of commer-
cially produced and personal use (container built by an individual and not for commercial pro-
duction and sale) containers designed to properly store food and other attractants in bear coun-
try.  
 
The inspection and testing of containers for bear resistance and user compatibility is an ongoing 
process. We continue to refine test procedures as new products and materials are developed. 
Since 1989, our approach has been to utilize bears whenever possible to help establish engi-
neering standards based on “bear testing” of containers. Once initial field tests are performed 
with bear(s), then MTDC seeks to duplicate pressures, strengths and leverages with engineer-
ing measurements and standards.  
 
To receive the courtesy IGBC certification, commercially available products are evaluated at 
the Forest Service facility in Missoula, Mt. or Cody, Wyoming. This evaluation includes inspec-
tion of materials and construction as well as an impact test. Products that are certified by USFS 
as “bear resistant” receive an individually numbered IGBC decal and a receipt of certification. 
[Exceptions: Garcia products (2 backpacker models) and Greenlee Mobile Storage Chest – 
Model 2448 are approved, but do not have the IGBC decal attached].  
 
Courtesy inspection of containers that are built for personal use only can be completed in 
several Forest Service offices in western Montana and Wyoming. Individuals can construct their 
own containers based on designs provided by the USFS or other sources. These “personal use” 
containers that pass the courtesy inspection will each receive an individually numbered IGBC 
decal and inspection receipt. Contact your local Forest Service office in Montana or Wyoming 
for additional information or one of the contacts listed below.  
 
Maintenance of Containers  
 
It is very important to check your containers to make certain that latches continue to close tightly 
and are not broken or malfunctioning. Field use of containers can cause stresses and impacts 
that can cause damage to latches, hinges, seams, etc.  
Containers that are certified “bear resistant” need to have all the latches (catches, fasteners, 
etc) operating properly to remain bear resistant. If a latch becomes loose or broken, contact the 
manufacturer for replacement parts or advice on repairing the damage.  
 
 



If a container is damaged and the lid does not seat or seal properly, that is, there are gaps or 
cracks that are ¼ inch or greater; this may allow a bear to open the lid. Again check with the 
manufacturer for advice on completing repairs to ensure your container remains bear resistant!  
 
Please Note: IGBC certified containers are one of the methods available to meet USDA Forest 
Service food storage regulations on National Forests in the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear Ecosystem 
and Northern Continental Divide Grizzly Bear Ecosystem.  
 
When you are in Yellowstone, Grand Teton or Glacier National Parks, check their regulations for 
food storage requirements and methods.  
 
Update #1  
 
In partnership with the Grizzly Bear Discovery Center (click on “bear test” video) at West Yellow-
stone, Montana and Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the MTDC again has griz-
zly bears available to “test” containers. Subsequently, MTDC is developing engineering specifi-
cations that closely relate to actual “bear tests” similar to the approach in 1988-89, when the ini-
tial standards were developed. Specifically, there are new containers or prototypes being devel-
oped that involve new uses of various plastic materials. MTDC is investigating “puncture 
strength” (that is, bears’ use of claws and teeth) and tear strength of plastic materials as pa-
rameters that can be measured and utilized to develop inspection standards.  
In addition, IGBC has asked the Forest Service (Karsky, Claar and Barber) to test various sizes 
and models of dumpsters and garbage containers and subsequently define specifications rela-
tive to bear resistance. These products are currently constructed from metal or plastic.  
 
Update #2  
 
In partnership with the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS), the USDA Forest Service 
(Shoshone National Forest) and Wyoming Game and Fish Department cooperated in experi-
mental field tests of an electric fence prototype as an alternative food storage method. During 
spring, 2003 the USDA Forest Service in partnership with Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks will perform additional field tests of the electric fence prototype.  
 
 
For additional information or testing of products, contact: 
 
Richard Karsky, Missoula Technology and Development Center (MTDC), 406-329-3921.  
James Claar, Northern Region, 406-329-3664; Missoula, Montana.  
Kim Barber, Shoshone National Forest, 307-578-1235; Cody, Wyoming.  
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Other Bear-Resistant Containers 

 
 
 
The following products may be useful in deterring bears.  Some of the products on 
the following pages were also included in the pages listing IGBC approved contain-
ers.  They are included in this section again to provide additional product informa-
tion.  Products that have not yet been tested or approved for use by the IGBC are 
also included in this section.  Please be aware that before you purchase a container, 
you check with the regulatory agency for the area you will be visiting to find out if 
they have a list of approved product that can legally be used in that region. 

Bearvault 
 

 
A new light-weight, bear-resistant canister that will be available in 2003. 
 
Contact:  sales@bearvault.com for information on product specifications and product 
availability. 



Backpacker’s Cache                           www.backpackerscache.com 
Aka Garcia Machine                                                   Phone   1-559-732-3785 
                                                                                        Fax       1-559-732-5010 

Photos and Information Courtesy 
of:  
 
www.backcountry-equipment.com 

Optional nylon carrying case 
with zippered access, webbing 
straps and buckles.   
 
Available for $18 from Back-
country Equipment. 

Specifications 
 
Weight: 2.7 pounds 
Dimensions: 8.8” diameter x 12” long; walls 3/16 thick 
Cubic inch displacement: 730 cu in (12 L) 
Capacity: holds approximately 6 person-days of food  
 
• Designed to fit into a backpack 
• Can be attached to the outside of a backpack or to a pack animal with an 

optional carrying case (pictured below) 
• $ 69 (container only) or $85 with carrying case from Backcountry Equip-

ment 

Backpacker’s Cache pic-
tured next to a 1 gallon 
water jug to show the 
size of container. 

The lid can be opened 
using a coin, key, thumb 
nail etc. These contain-
ers can be easily twisted 
open by humans, but not 
by bears. 

Locking Mechanism pic-
tured from the inside of 
the container. 

Backpackers’ Cache Authorized Dealers 

Backcountry Equipment 
888.779.5075 
www.backcountry-equipment.com 
 
Campmor 
800.226.7667 
www.campmor.com 
 
Mountain Equipment C 
800.663.2667 
www.mec.ca 
Canada 
 
Planet Explorer 
877.732.5238 
www.bearproof.com 

REI 
800.426.4840 
www.rei.com 
 
Sonoma Outfitters 
800.290.1920 
www.sonomaoutfitters.com 
 
Sunrise Mountain Sports 
925.447.8330 
www.sunrisemountainsports.com 
 
The Backcountry Store 
800.409.4502 
www.backcountrystore.com 

Wilson’s Eastside Sports 
760.873.7520 
www.eastsidesports.com 
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Photos courtesy of:  Purple Mountain Engineering 

Purple Mountain Engineering 
 

(661) 722-4936 
 
 

“Tahoe” Model Specifications 
• 6061 aluminum; top & lid are T6 
• Can body is 6061 heat treated after assembly to T4 
• Top is TIG welded to body 
• Hinge is stainless steel riveted to top & lid 
• Closure is by DZUS fastener rated at 600 pounds 

closure force 
• 8” dia. X 12” long      weight: 2 lbs 6 oz 
• Approved for use in Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings 

Canyon National Parks 
• Price: $99.95 plus tax and $9.95 for shipping 
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Bear-Resistant Canisters by Purple Mountain Engineering 



 

Specifications 
• The choice for longer trips or larger 

groups 
• Can supply three people for up to three 

days or one person up to 9 days 
• 2.2 pounds 
• 9” diameter base by 14” length 
• 900 cubic inch volume 
• Approximate cost $245 

Bearikade Expedition 

Bearikade Weekender 

Specifications 
• Just the right size for 2 people to es-

cape for the weekend 
• Can supply one person for up to 6 

days 
• 1.8 pounds 
• 9” diameter base by 10” length 
• 650 cubic inch volume 
• Approximate cost $195 

Photo Courtesy of: www.wild-ideas.net 

Available at: 
 

www.wild-ideas.net 
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Ursack Bear Bags   -    Bear-Resistant Stuff Sacks 

This image shows a close-up of the Ursack TKO. Ursack TKO is made of high 
tech spectra fabric and bolstered with flexible fiberglass ripstop. 

Ursack TKO Specifications 
• Ursack fiber is specially woven to enhance puncture and tear resistance to 

thwart a bear’s teeth and claws 
• secured with 5’ x 1/8” Kev-Kord with a tensile strength of 1,280 pounds 
• Size: 8” x 13”  
• Capacity: 650 cu in (10.6 L) holds enough food for one person for up to 6 

days 
• Weight: 5.8 oz (145 gm) 
• offers additional protection for food in situations where the use of a stan-

dard bear-resistant canister isn’t feasible 
• Also offers protection against mice, raccoons, and squirrels 
• Sold with a plastic odor-resistant liner 
• Approximate price: $49 

Ursack TKO is available on-line from Backcountry Equipment: 
 

 www.backcountry-equipment.com. 
 

Go to www.ursack.com for a complete list of retail stores that offer Ursack TKO. 



Photo by P. Sowka 

Bear-Resistant Outfitters’ Panniers 
 
Bear-resistant panniers are available from several vendors and these panniers make excellent food 
and garbage storage boxes.  Bear-Resistant panniers can be attached to pack animals to haul gear 
into the back country or to store food and garbage while “car camping.”   Some bear-resistant pan-
niers are presented in this section of the resource guide.   

Evans Feed & Livestock Supply Bear-Resistant Pannier 

 
 

241 South E Street 
Madera, CA  93638 
1-559-673-4345 
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A.   Morgan Style                12 1/2 wide x 16 high x 26 long              $250.00 
B.   Regular Pannier            12 1/2 wide x 21 high x 23 long              $250.00 
C.   Kitchen Pannier            12 1/2 wide x 35 high x 24 long              $300.00 

 

LMI Welding Inc. 
 

P.O. Box 772 
Cut Bank, MT  59427  

 
1-800-345-5623   or     406-337-3021   

Fax 406-337-3023 
 

www.lmiwelding.com 

Bear-Resistant Panniers by LMI Welding Inc. 



For more information on these products, contact: 
 

Teton Welding & Manufacturing LLC 
Bob Facklam, Owner 

P.O. Box 976, 66 Airport Road 
Choteau, MT 59422 

(406) 466-2124   Fax (406) 466-2338 
tetonwelding@montana.com 
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Bear-Resistant Panniers by Teton Welding & Manufacturing 



 

Bear-Aware Bear-Resistant Food Storage 
Containers 

 
Jeff Berns 

1-800-568-8990 
jmberns@bear-aware.com 

www.bear-aware.com 

Medium Dry Box 
 
Model#: 241814DRY 
Size: 24”x18”x14” 
$190.00 each (with handles) 
$165.00 each (without handles) 

Large Dry Box 
 
Model#: 281816DRY 
Size: 28”x18”x16” 
$210.00 each (with handles) 
$185.00 each (without handles) 

Medium Ice Chest 
 
Model#: 241814ICE 
Size: 24”x18”x14” 
$230.00 each 

Large Ice Chest 
 
Model#: 281816ICE 
Size: 28”x18”x16” 
$260.00 each 

Specifications 
 
• All boxes are made from .090 (3/32) thick aluminum 
• All welded construction (no rivets) 
• All ice boxes are insulated top, bottom and sides with 1” thick insulation and comes with a re-

movable drainable poly liner and lid for easy cleaning. 
• SIBBWG Approved by Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings National Parks as well as by the Inyo na-

tional Forest 
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Bear-Resistant Pack Boxes 
 
• 34”H x 19 1/2”W x 12” D 
• 2 removable shelves 
• Kelly green with white lids 
• Item# PA117  $469.00/pair 

 
Outfitters Supply 

 
7373 US Hwy 2E 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
 

1-888-467-2256 
 

www.outfitterssupply.com 



 

Bear-Resistant Panniers by Wyoming Outdoor Industries 

Bear-Resistant Storage Panniers (#628) 
Available with or without legs 
Size:       23 “x 13” x 19”   Weight:  18 lb.  
Price:     $ 249.99   (without legs) 
             $ 297.99   (with legs) 
 
Slim-Line Version (#628-S) 
Size:      23 x 11 x 19  Weight:  16 lb.  
Price:    $239.99 

Bear-Resistant Mountaineer Cooler (#642) 
Size:         23” x 12” x 17”   Weight:    21 1/2 lb 
Price:       $ 326.94 

• Airtight, watertight, rodent/bear resistant 
• 22”L x 19”H x 13”D tapering to 11” 
• 14 1/2 lb each 
• Lid opening: 7 1/2” x 12 5/8” 
• Closes with 6 threaded screw knobs 
• Priced per pair $419.94 

Wyoming Outdoor Industries 
1231 13th Street 
Cody, WY  82414 
1-800-725-6853 

www.wyomingoutdoor.com 
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Wind River Bear Resistant Plastic Storage 
Containers 

Bear-Resistant Decker Kitchen Box (#670) 
Size:       20” x 11” x 34” 
Weight:   28 lbs. ea. 
Price:      $ 291.99 ea. box 

Bear-Resistant Propane Pannier #621 
(on left)  
• two 10,000 BTU burners 
• Regulator and 2” hose included 
• Size: 23” x 13” x 19”  Weight:  36 lbs. 
• Price:  $ 484.99 
•  
Bear-Resistant Kitchen Pannier (#625) 
(on right) 
• Portable pantry with permanent middle shelf 

& removable bottom shelf 
• Size: 23” x 13” x 19”  Weight:  29 lbs. 
• Price:  $ 295.99 



Reprinted from : U.S. Forest Service 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Northern Region. 1991. “Living with 
Grizzly Bears, Structures that 
Work.” 

Hanging Your Food, Garbage and Camping Gear 
 

When camping in the back country, one method of securing your gear is to hang it out of the bears’ 
reach.  There are a number of different ways to accomplish this and a few of them are explained in 
this section of the resource guide.  If you are camping in an established campground, there may 
already be a mounted, locking, food storage box  (see picture below on the right) or some kind of 
an established gear hanging structure for you to secure your gear.  Maps showing the various loca-
tions of these structures can usually be obtained from a ranger station.  Some examples of struc-
tures used to hang gear are presented below. 
 
Hint:  Approximately 50 feet of rope is needed to hang a group of items on one of these poles. 
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Food Storage Locker 
 

Photo Courtesy of: McClintock Metals 



Reprinted from : U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Region. 1991. “Living 
with Grizzly Bears, Structures that Work.” 
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If you want to hang your gear to secure it but there isn’t an existing 
hanging structure in place, you can still hang your gear as illustrated in 
the diagram below.  Throwing weights are available for purchase from 
Terra Tech for $ 11.75.  Please contact them directly to order or for more 
information on the weights. 
 

TERRA TECH INC. 
 

PO BOX 5547, Eugene, Or. 97405 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-321-1037 | Fax Toll Free: 1-800-933-4569 

 
E-mail: customerservice@terratech.net  

www.terratech.net 

 
Another convenient alternative is to use the 
“Bear Bag” to toss your line over the tree 
branch.  The Bear Bag is small and light-
weight and fits easily into a backpack.  The 
Bear Bag pictured here was purchased at REI 
last year (2001) for $13.95. 
 
 
Photos Courtesy of Patricia Sowka 

If you do not wish to purchase throwing weights or pack them on your hike, you can carefully secure 
a rock to the end of a throwing line and toss the rock over the tree branch.   
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Photo Courtesy of  
Terra Tech Inc. 

Additional information... 
 
For more information on bear-proofing your camp and hanging your gear, please 
visit the Princeton Outdoor Action Program.  They have excellent references and 
downloadable diagrams of the Marrison Haul System for hanging your gear in 
bear country. 
 
Princeton Outdoor Action Program Website:  www.princeton.edu/~oa/index.shtml 
 
Marrison Haul System:  www.princeton.edu/~oa/training/bearbag.html 
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Portable electric fencing is an effective way to secure your backpacks, cooler, campsite and/or game 
carcass.  Studies in Wyoming and Montana have demonstrated that electric fences, when properly 
constructed and functioning, can be very effective at deterring bears (Brian DeBolt, Wyoming Game 
& Fish, personal communication).  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks has been using electric fences to 
deter bears and other predators from dumpsters, animal pens, calving areas and bee hives with 
good success. 
 
Several companies sell portable electric fencing that can be packed into the backcountry or set up 
anywhere there is something that might attract bears.  The fences are easy to set up, relatively in-
expensive, and can be easily taken down when the bears are hibernating or the attractant has been 
removed. 
 
Several options for portable electric fencing are presented in this section of the resource guide. 

Electric Fencing 
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The photo above shows an example of a portable electric fence that was used by a hunter in 
Alaska to deter bears from game meat.  Photo Courtesy of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

The photo above shows how an electric fence can be used to deter bears from game 
carcasses and other attractants.  Photo courtesy of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
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For a retailer near you, please contact  
Gallagher at: 
 

1-800-531-5908 
 

www.gallagherusa.com   
 

info@gallagherusa.com 

Gallagher products are available at 
Quality Supply and Cenex Harvest 
States.  For more information on  
Gallagher products, please contact: 
 

Larry Feight 
High Country Ag Marketing Inc. 

406-287-5151 
Fax 406-287-3088 

ucus4shox@in-tch.com 

 Cenex Harvest States 
 

1-800-773-9000 or  
406-543-8383 

  Quality Supply 
 

406-549-2355 

Photo Courtesy of: Gallagher USA 
www.gallagherusa.com 

Portable Electric Fencing 



Margo Supplies  
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Margo Supplies Ltd. 
 

P.O. Box 5400 
High River, Alberta 
Canada   T1V 1M5 

403-652-1932 
Fax 403-652-3511 

 
www.margosupplies.com                      info@margosupplies.com Information Courtesy of:  Margo Supplies 



Wyoming Outdoor Industries Inc. 
 

1-800-725-6853 
www.wyomingoutdoor.com 
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Courtesy of: Wyoming Outdoor Industries 
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Courtesy of:  Margo Supplies 

Margo Supplies Ltd. 
 

P.O. Box 5400 
High River, Alberta, Canada  T1V 1M5 

Tel. (403) 652-1932 
Fax (403) 652-3511 

info@margosupplies.com 

For more information or to order 
any of these items, please con-
tact: 
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Bear Pepper Spray 
 
 
The following information on bear pepper spray was provided by the Interagency Grizzly Bear Com-
mittee (IGBC)  Please visit the IGBC web site at :  www.fs.fed.us/r1/wildlife/igbc or the web site for 
the Center for Wildlife Information at:  www.BeBearAware.org    for more information on bear pep-
per spray. 

- continued on the next page  - 

The IGBC does not promote or endorse any particular commercial product. The following are 
only recommendations and the IGBC does not guarantee the effectiveness of any product. How-
ever, the IGBC does recommend the use of bear pepper spray in addition to following proper 
bear avoidance safety techniques.  

 

Remember: bear pepper spray is not a substitute for following proper bear avoidance safety 
techniques. 

 

When to use bear pepper spray:  

•     Bear pepper spray should be used as a deterrent only in an aggressive or attacking con-
frontation with a bear.  

•     Bear pepper spray is only effective when used as an airborne deterrent sprayed as a 
cloud at an aggressive animal. It should not be applied to people, tents, packs, other 
equipment or surrounding area as a repellent.  
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How to use bear pepper spray: 

Each person should carry a can of bear pepper spray when working or recreating in 
bear habitat. Spray should be carried in a quick, accessible fashion such as in a hip or 
chest holster. In your tent, keep bear pepper spray readily available next to your flash-
light. You should also keep a can available in your cooking area. Spray should be tested 
once a year. Do not test spray in or near camping area. Be sure to check the expiration 
date on your can of bear spray.  
 

•     Remove safety clip  

•     Aim slightly down and towards the approaching bear. If necessary, adjust for 
cross wind.  

•     Spray a brief shot when the bear is about 50 feet away.  

•     Spray again if the bear continues to approach.  

• Once the animal has retreated or is busy cleaning itself, leave the area as quickly 
as possible (don't run) or go to an immediate area of safety, such as a car, tree, 
or building. Do not chase or pursue the animal.  

 

 

No deterrent is 100% effective, but compared to all others, including firearms, bear 
spray has demonstrated the most success in fending off threatening and attacking 
bears and preventing injury to the person and animal involved. The proper use of bear 
spray will reduce the number of grizzly bears killed in self-defense, reduce human inju-
ries caused by bears, and help promote the recovery and survival of the grizzly bear.  
 
 

Selecting a bear pepper spray: 

•     Purchase products that are clearly labeled "for deterring attacks by bears."  

•     Purchase products that are registered with the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA).   

 

The EPA bear deterrent web site lists registered bear pepper spray manufacturers: 

(http://www.epa.gov/region08/toxics_pesticides/pests/beardeter.html) 
 
 
This information is reproduced on the following page for reference. 
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Registered Bear Pepper Sprays 

(As of November 2000) 

Counter Assault Bear Deterrent 

EPA Reg. No. 55541-2 
Application received 7/22/97 
Registered May 12, 1998 

Bushwacker Backpack & Sup. Co. Inc. 
120 Industrial Court 
Kalispell  MT 59901 
Attention: Mr. Pride Johnson 
Tel: 1-800-695-3394  
E-Mail: original@counterassault.com 
Website: counterassault.com  

Guard Alaska Bear Repellent 
EPA Reg. No. 71545-1 
Application received 7/13/98 
Registered December 22, 1998 

McNeil River Enterprises Inc. 
750 West Diamond, Suite 203 
Anchorage 
AK 99515 
Attention: Mr. Randy Prater 
Tel: 1-888-419-9695 
E-Mail: randy@guardalaska.com 
Website: guardalaska.com  

BearGuard 

EPA Reg. No. 71920-1 
Application received 12/16/98 
Registered March 18, 1999 

Guardian Personal Security Products Inc.  
21639 North 14th Ave. 
Phoenix AZ 85027 
Attention: Mr. Karl Scholz 
Tel: 1-800-527-4434 
E-Mail: guardianproducts@worldnet.att.net 
Website: guardianproducts.com  

UDAP Pepper Power 

EPA Reg. No. 71920-1-72007 
[A subregistrant of BearGuard] 

Universal Defense Alternative Products (UDAP) 
13160 Yonder Road 
Bozeman MT 59715 
Contact: Mark Matheny 
Tel: 1-800-232-7941  
E-Mail: bearman@udap.com 
Website: udap.com  

Bear Peppermace 

EPA Reg. No. 71920-1-61311 
[A subregistrant of BearGuard] 

MACE Security International Inc.  
160 Benmont Ave. 
Bennington   VT 05201 
Contract: Eric Crawford 
Tel: 1-802-447-1503 
E-Mail: mace@sover.net 
Website: mace.com  

Frontiersman Bear Attack Deterrent 

EPA Reg.No. 72265-1 
Application received 02/22/99 
Registered July 17, 2000 

Security Equipment Corp. 
330 Sun Valley Circle 
Fenton  MO  63036 
Attention: Mr. Larry Nance 
Tel: 1-314-343-2000 
E-Mail:  sabre@stlnet.com 
Website: sabredefensesprays.com  
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The following brochure on bear pepper spray is included in this guide courtesy of 
the Center for Wildlife Information.  For more information on bear pepper spray and 
staying safe in bear country, please visit their website at www.BeBearAware.org. 
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Vendors Featured in this Resource Guide: 

Bearvault 
sales@bearvault.com 
(Page 13) 
 
Backpacker’s Cache (Garcia Machine) 
1-559-732-3785 
Fax 1-559-732-5010 
www.backpackerscache.com 
(Page 14) 
 
Authorized Dealers of Backpacker’s Cache: 
 
Backcountry Equipment 
888.779.5075 
www.backcountry- 
equipment.com 
 
Campmor 
800.226.7667 
www.campmor.com 
 
Mountain Equipment  
800.663.2667 
www.mec.ca 
Canada 
 
Sunrise Mountain Sports 
925.447.8330 
www.sunrisemountainsports.
com 
 
 
 
 
 
Purple Mountain Engineering, Inc. 
41236 Elsdale Pl. 
Palmdale, CA  93551 
(661) 722-4936 
Thorn@qnet.com 
(Page 15) 
 
Ursack 
www.ursack.com 
(Page 16) 
 
Wild Ideas (Bearikade) 
805-693-0550 
Fax 805-688-1497 
www.wild-ideas.net 
(Page 16) 
 

LMI Welding Inc. 
P.O. Box 772 
Cut Bank, MT  59427  
1-800-345-5623   or      
406-337-3021   
Fax 406-337-3023 
www.lmiwelding.com 
(Page 17) 
 
Evans Feed & Livestock Supply 
241 South E Street 
Madera, CA  93638 
1-559-673-4345 
(Page 17) 
 
Teton Welding & Manufacturing LLC 
Bob Facklam, Owner 
P.O. Box 976 
66 Airport Road 
Choteau, MT 59422 
(406) 466-2124    
Fax (406) 466-2338 
tetonwelding@montana.com 
(Page 18) 
 
Bear-Aware Food Storage Containers 
Jeff Berns 
1-800-568-8990 
jmberns@bear-aware.com 
www.bear-aware.com 
(Page 19) 
 
Outfitters Supply 
7373 US Hwy 2E 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
1-888-467-2256 
www.outfitterssupply.com 
(Page 19) 
 
Wyoming Outdoor Industries Inc. 
1231 13th Street 
Cody, WY  82414 
1-800-725-6853 
www.wyomingoutdoor.com 
(Page 20) 
 
Terra Tech Inc.  
PO BOX 5547 
Eugene, OR  97405 
1-800-321-1037  
Fax: 1-800-933-4569 
customerservice@terratech.net  
(Page 23) 

Planet Explorer 
877.732.5238 
www.bearproof.com 
 
REI 
800.426.4840 
www.rei.com 
 
Wilson’s Eastside Sports 
760.873.7520 
www.eastsidesports.com 
 
Sonoma Outfitters 
800.290.1920 
www.sonomaoutfitters.
com 
 
The Backcountry Store 
800.409.4502 
www.backcountrystore.
com 
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McNeil River Enterprises, Inc. 
750 W. Dimond, Suite 203 
Anchorage, AK  99515 
907-346-4999 
Fax 907-349-7818 
www.guardalaska.com/bearspray 
(Page 36) 
 
MSI Mace Security International 
160 Benmont Avenue 
P.O. Box 679 
Bennington, VT  05201 
802-447-1503 
Fax 802-442-3823 
www.macebrand.com 
(Page 36) 
 
Security Equipment Corporation 
330 Sun Valley Circle 
Fenton, MO  63026 
636-343-0200 
1-800-325-9568 
Fax 636-343-1318 
info@sabre-sabrered.com 
www.sabredefensesprays.com 
(Page 36) 
 
Zöoprax Productions 
Derek Reich 
303-883-0000 
1-800-797-7612 (Pin #12) 
d.reich@zooprax.com 
 
Images of Nature 
Thomas D. Mangelsen 
P.O. Box 45429 
Omaha, NE 68145-0429 
Toll-free 1-800-228-9686 
Local 402-330-0132 
Toll-free fax 1-800-832-4571 
Local fax 402-330-1260 
 
 
 
 

Gallagher Electric Fencing Products 
www.gallagherusa.com 
Contact:  Larry Feight 
High Country Ag Marketing Inc. 
406-287-5151 
Fax 406-287-3088 
ucus4shox@in-tch.com 
(Page 26) 
 
To purchase Gallagher products, contact: 
 
Quality Supply                    OR 
406-549-2355 
 
 Cenex Harvest States 
1-800-773-9000 or 406-543-8383 
 
Margo Supplies Ltd. 
P.O. Box 5400 
High River, Alberta 
Canada   T1V 1M5 
403-652-1932 
Fax 403-652-3511 
info@margosupplies.com 
www.margosupplies.com 
(Page 33) 
 
Counter Assault 
120 Industry Court 
Kalispell, MT  59901 
406-257-4740 
Fax 406-257-6674 
1-800-695-3394 
original@counterassault.com 
www.counterassault.com 
(Page 36) 
 
Universal Defense Alternative Products 
13160 Yonder Road 
Bozeman, MT  59715 
1-800-232-7941 
pepperpower@udap.com 
www.udap.com 
(Page 36) 
 
Guardian Products (BearGuard) 
1-877-248-3835 
Fax 1-877-984-8324 
info@guardianproducts.com 
www.guardianproducts.com 
(Page 36) 
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Other Sources of Information  
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
www.fwp.state.mt.us 
 
Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee 
www.fs.fed.us/r1/wildlife/igbc 
 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
www.state.ak.us/adfg/adfghome.htm 
 
City of Juneau, Alaska 
www.juneau.org 
 
U.S. Forest Service 
• www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/resources/features/Feature-bears-p2.htm 
• www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado/scrd/nathist/nature/blackbear.htm 
 
The Tahoe Donner Association 
www.tahoedonner.com 
 
Pitkin County Government, Roaring Fork Bear Awareness Team 
www.pitkingov.com/sitepages/pid154.php 
 
Colorado State University 
Cooperative Extension 
www.coopext.colostate.edu/wildlife/vendors_of_supplies.html 
 
Defenders Of Wildlife 
www.defenders.org 
 
Bear Aware Initiative 
C/o Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 263 
Jackson, WY  83001 
 
Center for Wildlife Information 
www.BeBearAware.org 
 
Brown Bear Resources 
406-549-4896 
www.brownbear.org 
 
Bear Info. Site 
www.bearinfosite.com 
 
Sierra Interagency Black Bear Group 
www.sierrawildbear.net 
 
Northwest Territories Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development 
www.nwtwildlife.rwed.gov.nt.ca 
 
Govt. of British Columbia, Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, Bear Smart Program 
Http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart/bearsmintro.html 
 

Photo courtesy of Thomas D. Mangelsen, Images of Nature 
www.mangelsen.com 



Reference Books and Videos 
 
 

Books 
 
Bear Attacks—Their Causes and Avoidance by Stephen Herrero.  Published by Lyons Press, 
1985 and revised in 2002.  ISBN 1-58574-557-X.  Contact Lyons Press at www.lyonspress.
com. 
 
Bear Aware—A Falcon Guide by Bill Schneider.  Published by The Globe Pequot Press in 
2001.  ISBN 0-7627-1188-4.  Contact The Globe Pequot Press at www.falcon.com. 

 
 
 

Videos1 
 

Staying Safe in Bear Country and Working in Bear Country are distributed by Magic 
Lantern Communications Ltd.  To order in Canada west of Ontario call 1-800-263-1818 or 
e-mail west@magiclantern.ca; from the United States or in Canada east of Ontario call 1-
800-263-1717 or e-mail east@magiclantern.ca; Internationally, call 1-800-667-1500 or e-
mail to info@micworld.com. 
 
 
Bear Attack:  The Predatory Black Bear and Bear Attack:  Encountering Grizzlies 
were produced and are sold by Ellis Vision, Toronto, Canada.  Call 416-924-2186 or e-mail 
sales@ellisent.com. 
 
 
 
1  Herrero, Stephen.  2002  Bear Attacks, Their Causes and Avoidance.  Lyons Press, Guilford, CT.  
ISBN 1-58574-557-X.  Contact Lyons Press at www.lyonspress.com. 

Working in Bear  
Country  

Staying Safe in 
Bear Country 
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