
Project Update 11/18/02 
Recent developments at the Pike to Bike (P2B) are as follows: 

 
• The PA National Guard (PNG) is no longer interested in using the facility for 

training purposes, although they are still interested in having an open dialogue 
with SAC. 

•  Recent contact with the PNG Engineering Battalion has produced optimism.  I 
submitted a letter for requested services for the construction of access roads and 
camping areas.  Although no final arrangements have been made, they are 
considering construction in late spring or early fall of 2003.  Currently, the 
battalion is deployed in support of “Operation Enduring Freedom”. 

• ATV users apprehended in the Game Commission and DCNR’s surveillance of 
the property have not contested their citations and have set up a payment plan for 
their fines.  This surveillance and apprehension of violators is ongoing and has 
substantially reduced the illegal activities on the trail, including graffiti and 
litering 

• Materials have been requested for the property through our involvement with the 
PA Game Commissions Safety Zone Program.  Materials requested include 
saplings, signage, and feed plot mix. 

• Trail maintenance consideration is underway.  Currently, SAC is systematically 
marking trees for removal.  Their removal is part of a safety initiative as well as 
aiding in the protection of the structural integrity of the trail. 

• Several storm drains that were noted as being crucial to road surface integrity 
have been cleaned of debris and are seemingly in good structural shape.  This 
cleaning effort continues and employs manual labor and will be time intensive. 

• SAC continues to delineate storm drains and other openings along the trail. 
• SAC is pursuing a grant funded by the DCNR and administered by the Lincoln 

Highway Heritage Corridor.  The grant deadline is Dec 22 of 2002.  A match of 
$22,000 is necessary to receive this funding.  It is vital that we receive project 
support letters, pledges, and donations from those interested in the project and 
those that are most likely to benefit economically from the trail. 

• Fat Jimmy’s Outfitters of Breezewood has donated to the study and SAC would 
like to thank them for their generosity. 

• Work continues on find funding for structural upgrades on the trail.  Possible 
upgrades include picnic tables, securing the tunnel’s upstairs, and erecting gated 
emergency access points. 

• SAC has signed a cooperative agreement with the DCNR to allow for their 
continued access to the property and give then perpetual easement access. 

• SAC has also cooperated with gaining additional emergency access to the 
property via Oregon Road. 

• Corporate sponsorship and donation campaigns are being developed.  A more 
uniform and professional approach is underway to bring partners on board.  This 
campaign will include contacting government reps, businesses, civic 
organizations and corporate sponsors that were involved with the Pike’s initial 
construction. 



• Initial contacts with a landscape architect indicate that this property has great 
potential for recreational and economic development.  Numerous possibilities 
exist for the property and the newest idea is a potential tramcar in the upper 
portions of the tunnel.  Such novelties will be explored in the comprehensive trail 
study. 

• A recent visit from Turnpike historian John Bibber found relics from the Cove 
Service Plaza.  Bibber is actively pursuing project funding and continues to work 
closely with SAC. 

• Exxon Mobile may be a potential source of monetary support for the project as 
well as Target department stores. 

• Russell Love has provided SAC with additional cds for computer use that explore 
the history of the South Penn Railroad along this trail corridor. 

• A draft of trail rules has been developed. 
• A webpage update has been created and should be on the SAC webpage shortly. 
• The Southern Alleghenies Planning and Development Council filmed the property 

and plan on using the footage in a cycling promotional campaign for the 
Alleghenies.  There is also a plan to network trails in the area of the P2B and 
create a cycling Mecca in the heart of the Alleghenies. 

•  If you have any suggestions please contact a member of the SAC staff at this 
email address, visit www.ctcnet.net/sac or call 814-623-7900-118. 

 
I encourage you to call me with any questions or comments you may have. 
 
Websites of interest to you may include: 
 
http://www.pahighways.com/TollHwys/PennaTPK.html 
www.en.com/users/johnb/patplel.htm 
www.pumpwarehouse.com/pat.htm 
http://www.voicenet.com/~crc1123/turnpike.html 
http://www.jersey.net/~khjc/pa-turnpike.htm 
 
 
Branden S Diehl 
Trail Coordinator and Project Manager 


