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There are a variety of Hawaiian musical instruments.
But the most famous, by far, is the ukulele.
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Ukuleles may have originated from the Portuguese
braguinha which was brought to Hawaii by
immigrants during the late 19th century.

Similar to the guitar in shape but smaller in size,
the ukulele has four strings instead of the guitar’s
SiX.

Ukuleles are popular because they make a smooth,
relaxing sound. Hardwoods, such as cedar, spruce,
mahogany and koa, are used in the basic
construction of the ukulele. The average price is
about $300.Ukuleles are tuned by pegs at the top of
the neck and have a hole in the body for the
resonating sound to come out.

At the elementary schools in Hawaii, children learn
to play the ukulele. When the ukulele is played, the
sound made is like a flea jumping. In Hawaiian, uku
means “flea” and lele means “jump.” Thus the name
ukulele.

The ukulele looks nice and is easy to carry. However,
the strings of the ukulele loosen and must be tuned
often. Also, the ukulele is often mistaken for a toy
and complicated musical compositions cannot be
played. Kevin
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