
 
 
 
 

 

When writing a paper at the college level, it is important to use the appropriate citation style consistently and 
correctly.  The citation style you use often depends on the discipline you are writing in as well as your 
professor’s requirements.  Here are style guides to some of the more commonly used styles. 
 
 
APA 

 

The American Psychological Association defines the APA citation style, used by writers in psychology 
and other social sciences fields.   
 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5  ed. th

Call Number: BF76.7 .P83 2001 
Locations: McCabe Reference, McCabe Reference Desk, and Cornell Reference  
 
 

Chicago 

 

Developed by the University of Chicago Press, Chicago citation style is used by writers in many fields. 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. 
Call Number: LB2369 .C54 2003  
Locations: McCabe Reference, McCabe Reference Desk 
 

MLA 
 

Developed by the Modern Language Association of America, MLA citation style is used in the fields of 
English and modern languages. 
 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6  ed. th

Call Number: LB2369 .G53 2003     
Locations: McCabe Reference Desk. Cornell Reference 

Government 
Publications 

Government publications including federal agency documents, Congressional documents, legal 
publications, microform collections, and electronic information are cited using standard citation forms. 
 
The Bluebook : a uniform system of citation 
Call Number: KF245 .U55 2005 
Location: McCabe Reference 
 
The Complete Guide to Citing Government Information Resources 
Call Number: J9.5 .G37 1993 
Location: McCabe Reference 
 
Brief Guide to Citing Government Publications 
Available online at http://exlibris.memphis.edu/resource/unclesam/citeweb.html
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For additional assistance please contact the McCabe Reference Desk at 610-328-8492, librarian@swarthmore.edu,
or chat with us at swatlibrary (AIM & Yahoo). April 2006 

Each citation style requires a different format for writing a list of cited works.  Here are the basic forms for 
some of the commonly cited types of materials.  Consult a style manual for detailed information on 
composing reference lists and in-line citations for all types of materials. 
 

Book 
 

APA 
 
Chicago 
 
MLA 

 

 
Lastname, FI. MI. (year). Title of book. Location: Publisher. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI.  Title of book. Location: Publisher, year. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI. Title of Book. Location: Publisher, year. 

Book Chapter 

 
APA 
 
 
Chicago 
 
 
MLA 

 

 
Lastname, FI. MI., & Lastname, FI. MI. (year). Title of chapter.  In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor 
(Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx-xxx). Location: Publisher. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI., and Firstname MI Lastname. “Title of Chapter.” Chap. # in Title of Book. 
Location: Publisher, year. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI. “Title of Chapter.” Title of Book. Ed. Editor’s Name.  Location: Publisher, 
year. xx-xx. 
 

Periodical Article 
 

APA 
 
 
Chicago 
 
MLA 

 

 
Lastname, FI. MI., Lastname, FI. MI., & Lastname, FI. MI. (year). Title of article. Journal, volume, 
ppp-ppp. 
 
Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Article,” Journal volume, no. # (year): pp-pp. 
 
Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Article.” Journal volume (year): ppp-pp. 
 

Online Periodical Article 

 
APA 
 
 
Chicago 
 
 
MLA 

 

 
Lastname, FI. MI., Lastname, FI. MI., & Lastname, FI. MI. (year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, 
xx, xxx-xxx.  Retrieved month day, year from source. 
 
Lastname, Firstname, Firstname Lastname, and Firstname Lastname. “Title of Article.” Journal 
volume, no. # (Month Day, Year). http://url (accessed Month Day, Year). 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI. “Title of Article.” Journal. Day Month Year: pp-pp. Source. Day Month 
Year [of date retrieved] <http://url/>. 
 

Online Document 

 
APA 
 
Chicago 
 
 
MLA 

 

 
Lastname, FI. MI. (year). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year from source. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI. “Title of Webpage.” Source. Day Month Year: pp-pp. Source. Day Month 
Year [of date retrieved] <http://url/>. 
 
Lastname, Firstname MI. “Title of Webpage.” Day Month Year. Source. Day Month Year [of date 
retrieved] <http://url/>. 
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