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        Bipolar disorder more common among the Amish
      
    

    
    
      The link between genetics and mental illness continues to engage Abram Hostetter, a psychiatrist in his fourth decade of world-recognized research into why Old Order Amish are more susceptible to bipolar disorder than the general population.

Hostetter, an alumnus of two Mennonite colleges, is part of a University of Miami team that has been researching mental illness among generations of Amish families in Lancaster County since 1976.

    

	
    
    
      
        Conflict minerals worry Everence
      
    

    
    
      GOSHEN, Ind. — Praxis Mutual Funds, advised by Everence Capital Management, is working to end violence in the conflict minerals industry.

    

	
    
    
      
        Repaying generosity
      
    

    
    
      Mennonite Disaster Service does construction and cleanup, but it occasionally also dabbles in matchmaking.

    

	
    
    
      
        8 ways religion shaped the news in 2012
      
    

    
    
      From nuns to “nones,” religion dominated headlines throughout 2012. Faith was a persistent theme in the presidential race, and moral and ethical questions surrounded budget debates, mass killings and an unexpected focus on “religious freedom.”

    

	
    
    
      
        Awareness raised of wrongs done to indigenous children
      
    

    
    
      WINNIPEG, Man. — Indigenous leaders are encouraging Canadian Mennonites to support healing and reparations for inigenous people who as children suffered what one advocate calls “cultural genocide.” 

    

	
    
    
      
        Service held for murdered pastor, three relatives
      
    

    
    
      CUAUHTÉMOC — The three women found dead with a Mennonite pastor in Mexico Dec. 14 were her sister and two nieces.

    

	
    
    
      
        Sommerfeld church pulls out of MCC
      
    

    
    
      The Sommerfeld Mennonite Church, a group of 13 congregations with about 2,500 members in Manitoba, has decided to withdraw as a member of Mennonite Central Committee. 

    

	
    
    
      
        For fast-growing Amish, a changing life
      
    

    
    
      MILLERSBURG, Ohio — For Jacob Beachy, life moves along much as it always has. Every day, there are the 35 cows that need tending, and 90 acres of farmland. His is the life of an Amish farmer, in which family, work and faith intertwine on one plot of Ohio land.

    

	
    
    
      
        Man charged after Lancaster County home invasion
      
    

    
    
      A 22-year-old man who investigators say attacked three elderly Lancaster County, Pa., sisters in a brutal home invasion because of their Mennonite faith has been formally charged.

    

	
    
    
      
        Doilies, beards, disagreeing
      
    

    
    
      HARRISONBURG, Va. — Third Way Café website has answered questions from the public about Mennonites since 1998 and before that by phone, mail and email. 

    

	
    
    
      
        Dove’s Nest spreads wings of protection
      
    

    
    
      As a child, Connie Skillingstad — the first program coordinator of Dove’s Nest, a Mennonite-based nonprofit organization helping churches keep children and youth safe — experienced abuse in her family. 

    

	
    
    
      
        Education’s shifting context 
      
    

    
    
      The economic, social and political forces buffeting higher education also pummel Mennonite colleges and universities. Our schools — created to provide Mennonites greater access to college, develop church leaders, nurture Anabaptist values and prepare graduates for service in the kingdom — face many challenges.
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