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Air quality

Sat Sun Mon Tues
London 3 3 3 3
Glasgow 3 3 3 3
Cardiff 3 3 3 3
Belfast 3 3 3 3

1-3 = Low, 4-6 = Mod, 7-9 = High, 10 = Very High

Around Britain
24hrs to 6pm Thursday. Key: B=bright, C=cloud,

D=drizzle, DS=dust storm, DU=dull, F=fair, FG=fog,

G=gales, H=hail, M=mist, R=rain, SH=showers,

SL=sleet, SN=snow, S=sun, T=thunder 

**=data not available

Sun hr Rain mm Max C

Tides
Tidal predictions. All times GMT. 

Heights in metres

Today AM Ht PM Ht

Aberdeen 06.12 3.4 18.29 3.4
Avonmouth 11.31 10.4 23.48 9.9
Belfast 03.57 2.9 16.18 3.0
Cardiff 11.17 9.8 23.34 9.3
Devonport 09.50 4.6 22.21 4.4
Dover 03.21 5.7 15.46 5.3
Dublin 04.23 3.3 16.51 3.3
Falmouth 09.55 4.2 22.27 4.2
Greenock 05.09 2.8 17.08 2.9
Harwich 04.18 3.4 16.48 3.3
Holyhead 02.53 4.5 15.09 4.5
Hull 10.57 6.0 23.16 6.0
Leith 07.33 4.4 19.57 4.3
Liverpool 03.42 7.6 16.01 7.5
London Bridge 06.22 6.0 18.54 5.9
Lowestoft 01.57 2.2 14.49 2.0
Milford Haven 10.47 5.5 23.13 5.2
Morecambe 03.50 7.7 16.10 7.5
Newhaven 03.29 5.5 15.49 5.2
Newquay 09.45 5.5 22.12 5.3
Oban 10.04 3.1 22.44 2.9
Penzance 09.09 4.4 21.39 4.2
Portland 10.47 1.5 23.08 1.5
Portsmouth 03.54 4.0 16.12 3.7
Shoreham 03.36 5.2 15.57 4.9
Southampton 03.32 3.9 15.53 3.7
Swansea 10.48 7.6 23.12 7.2
Tees 08.38 4.5 20.58 4.5
Weymouth 10.47 1.6 23.17 1.5

The world
All readings midday local time yesterday

Adelaide 25 S
Algiers 16 TH
Alicante 15 S
Amman 11 F
Amsterdam 4 C
Anchorage -3 C
Athens 16 S
Auckland 25 SH
Bahrain 17 S
Bangkok 31 F
Barbados 29 F
Barcelona 14 F
Beijing 11 S
Beirut 17 S
Belgrade 15 S
Berlin 1 R
Bermuda 17 F
Bogotá 20 F
Bombay 27 F
Bordeaux 11 SH
Brisbane 29 S
Brussels 6 S
Bucharest 11 S
Budapest 9 C
Buenos Aires 25 S
Cairo 17 S
Calcutta 24 F
Canberra 27 F
Cape Town 17 R
Caracas 29 F
Chicago -14 S
Copenhagen 0 C
Corfu 15 C
Damascus 14 S
Darwin 32 S
Delhi 18 F
Denver -3 FG
Dubai 21 F
Dublin 5 S
Faro 16 S
Florence 13 C
Frankfurt 8 C
Geneva 8 S
Gibraltar 18 S
Harare 25 F
Helsinki -16 SN
Hong Kong 25 S
Honolulu 24 C
Innsbruck 6 S
Istanbul 13 S
Jakarta 29 F
Jedda 29 S
Jerusalem 17 S
Johannesburg 27 F
Kuala Lumpur 34 F
Lanzarote 22 F
Las Palmas 22 F
Lima 25 C

Lisbon 15 F
Los Angeles 14 M
Luxor 24 F
Madeira 21 C
Madrid 12 S
Majorca 12 R
Málaga 18 S
Malta 17 S
Manila 31 F
Marrakesh 20 F
Melbourne 27 F
Mexico City 20 F
Miami 25 F
Milan 11 F
Mombasa 32 C
Moscow -14 C
Munich 7 F
Nairobi 27 S
Naples 14 C
New Orleans 21 C
New York -4 C
Nice 15 S
Nicosia 16 S
Oslo -4 SN
Paris 8 S
Perth 30 S
Prague 5 C
Reykjavik 0 S
Rhodes 14 C
Riga -11 S
Rio de Janeiro 29 F
Riyadh 15 S
Rome 12 R
Salzburg 8 S
San Francisco 13 R
Santiago 29 S
São Paulo 22 R
Seoul 6 C
Seychelles 31 S
Singapore 31 F
Sofia 9 S
St Petersburg -18 S
Stockholm -4 C
Sydney 24 F
Taipei 26 F
Tangier 18 C
Tel Aviv 18 S
Tenerife 22 F
Tokyo 13 S
Toronto -7 F
Trinidad 30 S
Vancouver 10 SH
Venice 10 C
Vienna 9 S
Warsaw 0 F
Washington -3 S
Wellington 24 F
Zurich 8 S
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Five-day forecast Remaining unsettled with rain at times. Milder

Today Another grey day with rain and hill snow. Max 10C (50F), min 0C (32F)

General situation: It will remain

rather cloudy across the British Isles,

with rain and some hill snow.

London, SE Eng, E Anglia: Some

brightness developing, although

showers will break out. Gentle south

to southeasterly winds. Maximum 8C

(46F), minimum 5C (41F).

Cen S Eng, Channel Islands, SW Eng,
S Wales: A mix of bright spells and

showers, heavy at times. Moderate

to fresh south to southwesterly

winds. Maximum 10C (50F),

minimum 7C (45F).

E Midlands, W Midlands, E Eng, Cen
N Eng, NW Eng, Lake District, IoM,
NE Eng, N Wales, Edinburgh and
Dundee, Borders, Cen Highlands, N
Ireland, SW Scotland, Glasgow:
Cloudy with light rain. Some snow on

the hills. A moderate to fresh

southeasterly wind. Maximum 3C

(37F), minimum 0C (32F).

N Isles, Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE

Scotland: A mix of sunshine and

wintry showers. Fresh to strong

southeasterly winds. Maximum 3C

(37F), minimum 1C (34F).

NW Scotland, Argyll: Mostly dry with

plenty of sunshine. Fresh to strong

southeasterly winds. Maximum 5C

(41F), minimum 3C (37F).

Republic of Ireland: Cloudy to start

with rain. Turning brighter, but with

showers. Moderate southeasterly

winds. Maximum 10C, minimum 3C.
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Tomorrow Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Sun rises: 07.25

Sun sets: 17.06

Moon rises: 01.33

Moon sets: 09.43

New moon:
February 17

Aberdeen

16.57 - 07.49

Birmingham
17.10 - 07.32

Cardiff
17.18 - 07.35

Exeter
17.22 - 07.34

Glasgow
17.09 - 07.52

Liverpool
17.12 - 07.39

London
17.06 - 07.23

Manchester
17.09 - 07.37

Newcastle
17.02 - 07.38

Norwich
16.57 - 07.20

Penzance
17.31 - 07.41

Sheffield
17.06 - 07.33

Hours of
darkness

Lighting-up
times

Local 10-day forecasts
by telephone 09064 716
+ area number
Greater London 801
Kent, Surrey, Susssex 802
Dorset, Hamps, IoW 803
Devon, Cornwall 804
Wilts, Glos, Avon, So’set 805

Berks, Bucks, Oxon 806
Beds, Herts, Essex 807
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambs 808
South Wales 809
Shropshire, Hereford, 

Worcestershire 810
West Midlands 811
Central Midlands 812

Lincs & E Yorkshire 813
Mid Wales 814
North Wales 815
North West England 816
W & S Yorks and Dales 817
North East England 817
Cumbria and Lake District 819
Dumfries and Galloway 820

W & Central Scotland 821
Edinburgh, Fife, Lothian

& Borders 822
E & Cent Scotland 823
Grampian & E High 824
Highlands and Islands 825
Caithness, Orks & Shets 826
N Ireland 827

Regional 10-day outlook
forecasts by fax 09065
150 + area number
South East 101
South West 102
Wales 103
North West 104
North East 105

Scotland 106
Northern Ireland 107
Midlands 108
East Anglia 109
Weathercall
09064 calls cost 60p/min,
09065 calls cost £1.50/min.
Helpdesk 0871 200 3985

Don’t guess. Weathercall

10-day national forecasts, 
tel 09064 716828, fax 09065 150 128
Weathercall Holidays 5-day forecasts
for leading cities and resorts 
tel 09064 716 829
www.weathercall.co.uk

Synoptic situation
A succession of low pressure systems and

their associated weather fronts will feed

towards the British Isles over the next

few days, maintaining the unsettled

weather in all areas. These weather

systems will however, gradually introduce

milder air.

Highs and lows
Up to 6pm Thursday

Warmest: Falmouth, 11C

Coldest: Altnahara, Sutherland, -11C

Wettest: Liscome, Devon, 21mm

Sunniest: Kinloss, Moray, 6.1hr  

Aberdeen 2.5 7.6 4 SH
Anglesey 0.0 0.5 2 SN
Aviemore 2.5 1.0 2 B
Belfast 1.0 0.3 3 B
Birmingham 0.0 2.0 0 SN
Bognor Regis 3.5 10.7 9 B
Bournemouth 4.6 9.9 9 S
Bristol 0.3 0.3 5 R
Buxton 0.0 1.5 ** SN
Cardiff 0.9 13.5 7 SN
Clacton ** ** ** **
Colwyn Bay 0.0 2.5 1 T
Cromer 0.0 0.8 3 SH
Eastbourne ** ** ** **
Edinburgh 0.9 0.5 5 B
Eskdalemuir 0.0 0.8 3 SN
Falmouth 6.0 17.3 11 SH
Fishguard 0.1 8.4 4 SN
Glasgow 0.9 0.0 4 B
Guernsey ** ** ** **
Hastings 3.6 8.1 9 S
Hayling Is 2.6 10.2 9 SH
Herne Bay 0.4 9.9 4 SN
Hunstanton 0.0 0.3 3 D
Isle of Man 0.0 1.0 3 SL
Isle of Wight 5.8 10.9 9 S
Jersey 4.9 12.2 10 T
Keswick ** ** ** **
Kinloss 6.1 0.5 3 SL
Leeds ** ** 1 SN
Lerwick 4.9 0.8 3 SN
Leuchars 0.1 1.5 5 H
London 0.0 6.6 5 SN
Lowestoft 0.0 3.8 3 C
Manchester 0.0 0.0 2 SH
Margate 0.3 11.4 4 SN
Newcastle ** 1.8 3 C
Newquay 4.5 17.5 9 H
Norwich ** ** 2 SN
Oxford 0.0 13.0 1 SN
Prestatyn 0.0 0.3 1 SN
Ross-on-Wye 0.0 6.3 2 SN
Saunton Sands 3.2 9.4 10 S
Scarborough 0.2 3.6 4 SN
Shrewsbury 0.0 1.5 0 SN
Skegness ** 0.0 4 C
Southend 1.8 0.3 3 SN
Southport ** 0.3 2 SN
Stornoway 5.5 0.3 4 S
Swanage 4.3 8.4 10 SH
Teignmouth 5.4 19.8 9 H
Tenby 1.9 8.6 9 S
Tiree 0.3 0.0 5 B
Torquay 5.0 13.7 9 SH
Weymouth 4.7 10.2 9 H

Birthdays

A little pamphlet, which so far
as can be gathered from the
contents of it, has been put
forth by some familiar of the
Palace, is entitled, rather pomp-
ously, A Letter to the People of
Great Britain. (Why are the
Irish Anti-Saxons left out?)
The subject of the produc-

tion is the pedigree of Prince
ALBERT from A.D. 807 down
to the present time—a period
of more than 1,000 years—and
presenting us with the names
of 30 generations of SAXE
COBURGS: a needless trouble,
certainly, where the purpose
aimed at is professedly to disa-
buse the nation of certain “ex-
travagant and unfounded asser-
tions respecting Prince AL-
BERT, which,” it is said, “have
been widely circulated.”
Now, nobody ever said any-

thing so extravagant as that the
QUEEN’s intended consort can
be at all served or prejudiced in
the minds of the people of
Great Britain by anything that
happened even one third of a
part of 1,000 years ago, or in-
deed by any fact not predicable
of himself personally, or of the
two or three generations which

preceded his birth. The object,
however, of the pamphlet is to
satisfy that the Prince is a
Protestant—a truth on which
no shadow of a suspicion would
ever have been cast but for the
strange and ill-favoured pro-
ceeding of the Queen’s Minis-
ters, who deliberately, after
grave discussion in the council,
struck out those word’s affirma-
tive of Prince ALBERT’s com-
munion with the Protestant
church, which had constituted
the only significant and valu-
able part of the precedent estab-
lished by the declaration of
GEORGE III to his subjects.
This, we say, was either, first,

calculated to render question-
able the faith really entertained
by Prince ALBERT; or, second-
ly, it was in the highest degree
offensive, as being a slight and
insult to Protestants, in mani-
fest deference to instigations
and injunctions to the Irish
Papist enemy, one of whose
prelates at the same time had
the impudence and the uncon-
trollable rashness to boast, that
the husband of Queen VICTO-
RIA was a Roman Catholic, and
of a Roman Catholic family!

On This Day February 10, 1840

Weather Eye Paul Simons

Today
Robert Alston, High
Commissioner to New
Zealand, 1994-98, 69; Michael
Apted, film director, 66; Sir
Michael Bishop, chairman,
BMI, 65; Olwyn Bowey,
painter, 71; James Conway,
general director, English
Touring Opera, 51; John
Hayes, chairman, Disciplinary
Appeals Committee, Chartered
Institute of Public Finance
Accountants, 62; the Very
Rev Jeffrey John, Dean of St
Albans, 54; Greg Norman,
golfer, 52; Nicholas Owen,
broadcaster, 60; Leontyne
Price, soprano, 80; Sir Idwal
Pugh, Permanent Secretary of
the Welsh Office, 1969-71, 89.

Tomorrow
Jennifer Aniston, actress, 39;
Sir Ronald Arculus,
Ambassador to Italy, 1979-83,
84; Professor Marilyn Butler,
Rector of Exeter College,
Oxford, 1993-2004, 70; Dr
Timothy Chambers,
paediatrician, 61; the Rev
Professor Douglas Davies,
Head of Theology, Durham
University, 60; General Sir
Jeremy Mackenzie, Governor
of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea,
1999-2006, 66; Leslie Nielsen,
actor, 81; Mary Quant, fashion
designer, 73; Burt Reynolds,
actor, 71; Dennis Skinner,
Labour MP for Bolsover, 75;
Mary Tregear, oriental art
historian, 83.

The Times, delighted at the prospect of Queen Victoria’s marriage
taking place that day, takes objection to a pamphlet being circulated

Nuclear storm damage
leads to new tornado scale

Last Friday Florida was struck
by devastating tornados. Rag-
ing thunderstorms spawned a
swarm of tornados early in the
morning, when most people
were asleep and warnings were
largely useless. More than
1,500 buildings were damaged
and 19 people killed.
The peak tornado wind

speeds were estimated at
around 240km/h (150mph),
and became the first to be classi-
fied using a new scale of torna-
do strength. Since 1973 torna-
dos have been graded on the
Fujita scale, named after torna-
do pioneer Ted Fujita. The
scale used a range of damage to
rate tornados from F0 to F5.

For instance, F3, a severe torna-
do, caused roofs and some
walls to be torn off well-con-
structed houses, trains to be
overturned, most trees in a for-
est to be uprooted and heavy
cars to be lifted off the ground.
This represented wind speeds
of 254-331km/h (158-206mph).
Professor Fujita first grew in-

terested in storm damage from
studying the nuclear bomb dev-
astation in Nagasaki and Hiro-
shima in 1945. He later emigrat-
ed to the US and began taking
aerial and ground surveys of the
aftermaths of tornados to match
damage with wind speeds.
However, there were suspi-

cions that the old scale overesti-
mated wind speeds in some
tornados. The new “Enhanced
Fujita” scale ranks tornado
damage from EF0 to EF5,
using a wider range of tornado
damage indicators. This is
hoped to improve accuracy and
give more consistent results.
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