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Visit acura.ca today.

It is the closest anyone has come to reinventing the wheel. Like no other system, Acura’s Super Handling All-Wheel DriveTM 

is capable of directing up to 100% of rear wheel torque to a single wheel for greater turning force and stability through 
corners. Feel it on the RL, MDX and the turbocharged RDX. It’s precision handling, advanced. 

Super Handling All-Wheel Drive. You’ll feel it here.

ALLERGY STUDY

(905) 521-2100
ext. 76453

or ext. 75642
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Do you get DAILY symptoms
of a stuffy, runny, itchy nose

and itchy, watery eyes?
For more information please call

the Research Nurse

www.kegs teakhouse .com

Between now and December 10th, you can enjoy the mouth-watering 
choice of grilled Sirloin or our featured Rib Medallion steak with: 

• BLACK TIGER PRAWN • CHIPOTLE SHRIMP

• CITRUS SCALLOPS

• CRABMEAT with THREE MUSHROOM SAUCE

For every special you order, $2.00 will be donated to 
youth charities through The Keg Spirit FoundationTM.

Upper James, just north of the Linc  
(905) 574-7880

In Burlington at 3130 South Service Road  
(905) 681-1810

LOCAL

BY PAUL MORSE

Police think a well-known Hamilton
musician almost beaten to death on
the weekend is the latest victim of a
group of youths who began terrorizing
Stoney Creek five weeks ago.

Detectives believe the males who
beat Eugene Kelly, 46, unconscious
may be former or current students of
Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary
School. They also think the same
group has struck at least nine other
times since Sept. 9.

“With the location of the incident,
the age group of the suspects and 

the location of the
school, we will
look at possible
students from the
school,” acting
Staff Sergeant
Maggie Schoen
said yesterday.

Kelly, lead singer
of local Irish band
Crooked Jack, was
critically injured
around 3 a.m. Sun-

day when up to five youths swarmed
him outside a Fiesta Mall pizza outlet
at Highway 8 and Grays Road after a
verbal confrontation inside.

Kelly had just finished playing a gig
at the Corktown pub and had stopped
off for a quick bite before heading
home.

“He left the (pizza) store and went to
his vehicle where he was attacked by
four to five males and found uncon-
scious … a short time later,” Schoen
said.

The attackers who punched and
kicked Kelly were all 16- to 19-year-
olds who hang out together, but have
no known links to organized crime
groups or street gangs, she said.

Kelly, father of two adult children,
was taken to hospital with life-threat-
ening injuries and doctors put him in a
medically induced coma. He remains
in critical but stable condition in
Hamilton General Hospital.

Police say they noticed a surge in
street muggings, robberies and street
fights in the area around Cardinal
Newman Catholic Secondary School
around Halloween. 

But police have run into a problem
with victims fearful of seeking justice.

“We’re noticing that some of the
complainants who have come forward
are afraid to continue through with the
investigation for fear of intimidation,”
Schoen said. Police also believe others
have been attacked by the group but
have not reported it.

News of the attack left Hamilton’s
close-knit Irish community stunned.

Kelly, originally from Dublin, and his
wife were only hours away from
boarding a plane for a getaway to Mex-
ico when he was swarmed and kicked
unconscious.

“This is a big old Irish guy with a
huge heart,” said friend and co-worker
Brian Root.

Kelly served for years on the execu-
tive of the Irish Canadian Club and
helped organize many club festivals.
He was scheduled to play at the club’s
Christmas gala next month.

Kelly is also known for his former
soccer prowess, playing for years on a
semi-pro Hamilton team, said club
president Michael Quigley. He is also a
longtime member of the Celtic Sup-
porters Club.

“I can’t believe this happened, this is
really upsetting,” said local musician
Shawn Trotter, who often played with
Kelly and his Celtic band.

Kelly is also a major organizer for the
Good Shepherd Centres, helping set
up the Irish Hoolie fundraiser in recent
years.

Police hope other victims who might
have been attacked by the group come
forward. 

Anyone with information can call
east-end criminal investigations divi-
sion detectives at 905-546-2919 or
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
pmorse@thespec.com
905-526-3434

Youth gang
suspected
in assault
on musician

Kelly

BY PETER VAN HARTEN

Blame it on the 2004-05 National
Hockey League lockout.

McMaster University marketing guru
Marvin Ryder says cable networks were
left scrambling for winter sporting
events and filled broadcast time with
televised poker. Televised poker drew up
to three times the audience of the NHL
and established tournament, casino,
online and home poker as a North
American “phenomenon,” says Ryder. 

“The trick was showing everybody’s
hand and each hand becomes a mini
drama,” he said. 

The phenomenon has spread. Hamil-
ton Mountain Bowl on Stone Church
Road East has had a big win staging
poker tournaments. 

Televised poker has probably
reached its saturation point now, he
said, but the World Series of Poker this
past year drew 37,000 applicants will-
ing to pay $10,000 US each to play.

The first online poker site began in
1998. This year it is expected to surpass
$1 billion US and online gambling rep-
resents about 2 per cent of all gambling
spending, including lotteries, casinos
and other pursuits, said Ryder.

Governments seeing money flowing
away from their regulated gambling
sources are starting to clamp down.

And because of the addictive appeal
of poker, especially online poker, to
young people, the government-fund-
ed Responsible Gambling Council is
warning about the dangers.

Most people who gamble for enter-
tainment spend about 1 per cent to 2 per
cent of their annual income on gam-
bling. Spending more should be a cause
for concern, says the council.
pvanharten@thespec.com
905-526-3328

Televised poker filled
hockey void: Mac prof

Show your hand
❚ 37 per cent of young adults 
18-34 play poker for money.
❚ About 50 per cent say they are 
playing more than they did two years
ago and more frequently.
❚ 24 per cent play once a week or
more often.
❚ 16 per cent believe poker is a good
way to earn extra money
❚ 67 per cent of Ontarians believe 
that playing poker in casinos or bars
is a problem.
— From a Poker poll by Ipsos-Reid
of 1,003 Ontario respondents 
over 18 for the Responsible 
Gambling Council.
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