1288 SOUTH OAKLAND
AVENUE

PASADENA

xR

A History



THE OWNERS

In 1913, Harry Charles House, a retired real estate and lumber company executive,
purchased Lots 20 through 22 of Tract 360 in the City of Pasadena for a reported $45,000.
The parcel of approximately 4.6 acres was at that time occupied by oak trees and orange
groves. Mr. House commissioned the well-known Los Angeles architectural firm of Hunt
& Burms to design a large home in the Italian Renaissance Revival style to be sited on the
northerly end of the acreage. He would share the house with his wife Carrie Bruce
House. Claris J. Nordquist was selected to be the builder. The property was given the
address 1284 South Oakland Avenue. (It did not become 1288 South Qakland until
around 1989.)

Harry Charles House was born in Houston, Texas on December 19, 1858. He was the son
of the founder of the House Lumber Company which owned forests and sawmills
throughout the United States. After graduation from public schools, Mr. House entered
the family firm in 1883. Following his father’s death, he began a new career in real estate
and investment. He served as a director of Houston’s Bank of Commerce. Mr. and Mrs.
House retired to Pasadena just before their Oakland Avenue house was built. They also
maintained a summer home in Laguna Beach. The fact that Mr. House was a cousin of
Colonel Edward Mandell House, a close advisor and White House chief of staff to
President Woodrow Wilson, has led to undocumented speculation that the President
visited the Oakland Avenue property at least once. The House residence was said to have
been designed with the White House in mind.

Mr. House was known as an active member of local clubs and as a “quiet philanthropist,”
particularly to Pasadena’s Huntington Hospital. He was a member of the Valley Hunt
Club, the Midwick Country Club, the Masons, and the Church of Christ, Scientist. He is
said to have quietly financed the college education of many local young men. Charles
House died on December 11, 1940 at the age of 81.

Mrs. House was born Carrie Bruce in Lone Pine, Texas on January 15, 1870. She was
remembered for the elegant dinner parties and receptions she hosted at her Oakland
Avenue residence. She died at home on February 3, 1958 at the age of 88. Biographical
material about Mr. and Mrs. House is attached on pages 28 through 31.

After the death of Mrs. House in 1958, title was transferred to her daughter Mrs. Minnie
B. R. Davis, the widow of Robertson Davis.

The house remained vacant for about two years before it was purchased from Mrs. Davis’
estate, in November 1971, by Mario Milano, who was associated with International
Films. Mr. Milano was a former child actor who had later made a fortune in the reat
estate field. He caused a neighborhood controversy by renting out the old House estate to



movie companies for location filming. Articles detailing the trouble are attached on
pages 34 and 33.

Title passed to Dovie Beams de Villagran, probably the property’s most notorious and
written-about owner, in April 1979. She shared the house with her husband Sergio de
Villagran, a builder and developer. When she was known as Dovie Beams, the owner, a
former B-movie actress from Nashville (bormn 1932), carmied on a tempestuous two-year
love affair during the late 1960s with Philippine president Ferdinand Marcos. She is said
to have become a very wealthy woman as a result. Like her predecessor owner,

Mrs. de Villagran was the object of neighborhood complaints when she rented out the
property to film-makers. The lavish, and some would say ostentatious, Italian statuary,
waterfalls, gazebos, and other decorations worth over $3 million she added to the house
and grounds were also derided by several neighbors.

Ms. De Villagran declared bankruptcy in 1986, after accumulating debts totaling $22
million despite her ownership of 215 properties and 16 automobiles. She was evicted
from her Qakland Avenue home in March 1987, and she and her husband were sent to
prison in January 1988 to serve an eight-year term on 42 counts of defrauding thirteen
banks of $18 million. Copies of 2 number of newspaper articles on the colorful life of
Dovie Beams De Villagran can be found on pages 36 through 45.

United California Savings took possession of the property in April 1987. Title passed to
the Nansay Corporation USA, an investment firm located in Santa Monica, the following
December. Nansay was said to have paid $3.9 million for it-the most expensive house
ever sold in the San Gabriel Valley up to that time. Nansay’s owner was Eric Yokeno, a
Japanese investor. His nephew, Ken Yokeno, soon undertook a massive restoration job
on the house.

In the middle of the project, on the afternoon of September 1, 1988, a rampaging fire
gutted the house, destroying the second floor and severely damaging the first. Damage
was assessed at over $3 million. The cause was later attributed to a pipe-welding job that
had ignited materials in the walls, but was not noticed until hours later. A number of
articles and photographs of the fire and its aftermath are attached on pages 46 through 62.

In 1990, the Yokeno family decided to raze the ruins and build a new house on the parcel,
which still encompassed 4.6 acres. They hired Wamer & Gray, a Santa Monica-based
architectural firm, to design the new house in the Neoclassical style. NRG Enterprises of
Los Angeles was the builder. The house was to be used by Nansay executives.

Lil Hong Kong, Ltd., became the owner in June 1994. In May 1996, title passed to Hai Li
Liu. Guang Ren and then Hung Pen Chang became the owners in August 1997.



Since the mid-1990s, the property has once again been used extensively as a location for
the filming of feature films, television shows, and music videos. Commercials for such
advertisers as Bud Light and McDonalds have also been shot there.

THE ARCHITECTS IN 1913

Hunt & Burns was a well-respected design partnership between Sumner P. Hunt and Silas
R. Burns. Hunt was a well-known civic leader and successfil Southern California
architect for nearly fifty years. He was born May 8, 1865 in Brocklyn, the son of
Stephen P. and Harriet Conkling Hunt. Hunt had his initial education in public and
private schools in the Brooklyn area, but began receiving his architectural training as
early as 1879 in the office of Clarence B. Cutler of Troy, New York. He later worked for
the Cutler office as a draftsman. Upon his arrival in Los Angeles in 1839, Hunt
immediately embarked on his career, working for a few years in the office of Caulkin &
Haas, an early local architectural firm. He married Mary Hancock Chapman Hunt in
1892. In 1895, he started his own practice in association with Theodore Eisen and A. W.
Eager. When Eisen retired from the partnership in 1899, Hunt and Eager maintained the
firm until 1908. In that year, they added Silas R. Burms as a partner.

During this early period, Hunt’s firm was responsible for the design of many fine
residences in the once-posh West Adams district. They also developed plans for many
early schools, including David Starr Jordan High School, Louis Pasteur Junior High
School, and Virgil Avenue Junior High School. In 1910, Eager left the firm, and Hunt
and Burns continued in partnership until 1930 when Burns retired. During all this period,
up until his death, Hunt maintained an office in the Homer Laughlin Building, Room 701,
in downtown Los Angeles.

Hunt was a member of the Allied Architects Association, which designed the downtown
Hall of Justice and the Los Angeles County General Hospital. He also served as an
original member of the Los Angeles City Planning Commission and on the Municipal
Art Commission. He was a fellow of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) and
president of its Southern California chapter. Hunt held other memberships in the
California Club, Los Angeles Country Club, Sunset Club, and the Seismological Society
of Southern California, Hunt was a strong proponent for the restoration of the California
missions, and was one of the founders of the California Landmarks Club in 1894 with
Charles Lurnmis and fellow architect Arthur B. Benton.

Summner Hunt maintained a home at 2647 Severance Street in Los Angeles. He died there
on November 19, 1938 at the age of 73. He was survived by a daughter.

Hunt’s partner Silas Reese Bumns was a native of Morgantown, West Virginia, born on
April 8, 1855. He attended private schools in Virginia and public schools in Ohio. After



graduating from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Bumns established an
architectural firm with Luther Peters in 1881 in Dayton, Ohio. Peters & Burns became
known over the next 26 years for its designs of military homes, schools and colleges, and
other public institutions {(including the Dayton Public Library) throughout Ohio and
Indiana. Burns’ first trip to Los Angeles in 1887 was to serve as supervisor of
construction of the National Soldiers’ Home in Sawtelle (now known as Westwood). He
moved permanently to Southern California in 1907 and soon after received his certificate
from the State Board of Architecture. He made his home in Alhambra, later moving to
San Gabriel. Burns was a fellow of the AJA and was a member of the Engineers and
Architects Association of Southern California, the Union League Club, the San Gabriel
Valley Country Club, and the National Citizens’ League. Silas Burns died on August 10,
1940 at the age of 85. He was survived by his widow Louise Devereaux Burns and a son
and daughter.

Additional biographical materials on Hunt & Burns are attached on pages 24 through 27.

THE ARCHITECTS IN 1990

Wammner & Gray, at that time headquartered in Santa Monica, was a parinership between
Jack Warner and Paul Gray established around 1972. Both Wamer and Gray belonged to
the ALA. They became well-known for their residential, commercial, and museum
buildings. The firm later moved to Santa Barbara, where Gray was elected to the County
Board of Architectural Review, a position he held for five years.

Many of the well over thirty homes Warmner & Gray designed in such upscale
communities as Malibu, Montecito, and QOjai were characterized as “minimalist
Palladian.” Their museum work was especially well-received. Among projects of this
type were the Park Wing addition o the Santa Barbara Museum of Art and the Virginia
Steele Scott Pavilion at the Huntington Library in San Marino.

In 1999, Paul Gray, a graduate of the U.S.C. School of Architecture, left the firm to
establish Gray & Gray, Architects. He now specializes in modern abstract interpretations
of California’s Spanish and Mission Revival architectural heritage. Jack Warner has
continued the Warner & Gray firm in Santa Barbara, but with different partners.

THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

This house is 2 prime example of the full-height entry porch subtype of the Neoclassical,
or Classical Revival, style. In this style, the facade is typically dominated by a porch with
a roof supported by classical columns with Ionic or Corinthian capitals. The remainder of



the facade usually has symmetrically balanced windows and a center door. The porch
often has a classical pediment and gabled roof above.

Neoclassical was a dominant style for domestic buildings throughout the country from
about 1895 until mid-century. Never quite as abundant as its closely related Colonial
Revival contemporary, with which it is often confused, it had two principal waves of
popularity. The first, from about 1900 to 1920, emphasized hipped roofs and elaborate,
correct columns. During the 1920s, the style was overshadowed by other period revival
fashions, such as Spanish and English. The later phase of Neoclassical popularity, from
about 1925 to the 1950s, emphasized side-gabled roofs and simple, slender columns.
There has been another, more recent interest in the style as mid-century ranch-style tract
houses begin to be replaced with much larger edifices that lend themselves to more
classical modes.

The earliest interest in classical models dates from the World's Columbian Exposition
held in Chicago in 1893. The exposition's planners mandated a classical theme, and
many of the best-known architects of the day designed dramatic colonnaded buildings
arranged around a central court. The exposition was widely photographed, reported, and
attended; soon these Neoclassical models became the latest fashion throughout the
country.

The central buildings of the exposition were of monumental scale and inspired countless
public and commercial buildings in the following decades. The designs of smaller
pavilions at the exposition representing each state of the Union were more nearly
domestic in scale and in them can be seen the precedents for most Neoclassical houses.
Those of Ohio, Utah, and South Dakota, for example, all had semi-circular, full-height
entry porches. Nebraska and Kentucky were represented by more traditional full-height
porches with triangular pediments. The Connecticut pavilion had a dual-level entry
porch. All of these drew heavily on the country’s previous interest in the Early Classical
Revival and Greek Revival styles that are so epitomized in the White House. The
Virginia pavilion was a copy of Mount Vernon, whose full-facade porch, among the first
in the country, had been added in 1784 to an earlier Georgian house. The presence of this
replica at the fair, and the original Mount Vemon’s wide familiarity as the nation’s
premier museum house, contributed to the incorrect impression that such porches were
somehow colonial. Thus did Georgian, Adam, Early Classical Revival, and Greek
Revival traditions, which originally spanned a century and a half of the nation's history,
become fused into the eclectic Neoclassical style.

(Note: Much of the previous historical discussion was derived from 4 Field Guide to
American Houses, listed in the Sources section.)



THE HOUSE AND PROPERTY IN THE PUBLIC RECORD

Building permit #2986 A was issued by the City of Pasadena on December 15, 1913, fora
two-story, sixteen-room tile veneer residence and garage. The cost was estimated at
$37,000-a tremendous amount of money in 1913 when the average house could be built
for about $3,000. A copy of this permit is not available since, in those days, permits were
entered into a ledger and not issued as separate documents.

A 120-foot pergola was added to the property in November 1930 costing $500. In March
1982, 891 linear feet of wrought-iron fencing was constructed, including three sliding
gates. The cost was estimated at $30,000. Construction of a new detached two-car
garage and storage room was permitted in March 1984, to cost $18,000. A gazebo, seven-
foot retaining wall, and a pond were to be built in October and November 1985. A new
sewer line was installed at the back of the property in January 1986.

A number of remodeling and alteration permits were issued in 1988, including
installation of a new HVAC system, remodeling of the kitchen, and new plumbing and
electrical systems. Subsequent to the disastrous fire, a demolition and sewer-capping
permit was issued in August 1989.

Permit #134897 was issued in April 1990 for the construction of a new two-story-and-
basement 20,900-square-foot single-family dwelling on the property. Its cost was
estimated at $1,564,000.

In March 1991, a permit was issued to install an eight-foot-square spa in the basement.
In March 1998, an addition of 9,701 square feet to the main house, coupled with
demolition of 811 square feet (involving a ballroom and family room), was permitted.
Included in this permit were a remodeling of the rest of the house and the construction of
anew gate house and the demolition of existing garages. The total cost was estimated at
$1 million. In QOctober 1998, a 40-by-58-foot basketball court was to be constructed,
along with a paved patio of the same dimensions. A 4-foot high block wall was to be
built on top of an existing 2-foot wall along the front of the property in November 1998.

In August 1999, a permit was issued to convert an existing maintenance building into a
garage and living room, convert an existing kitchen into a master bathroom, and
reconfigure a bedroom area. This was to cost $20,000. The existing residence was to be
re-plumbed in November 1999.

A three-ton HVAC system and duct work were to be replaced in the main and guest
houses and a fire sprinkler system installed in the guest house in April 2000. Various
exterior section of the main house and guard-house were to be veneered with pre-cast
stone and wrought-iron gates were to be installed in August 2001.



In June 2003, an application was made to consolidate the three lots of the estate into one
parcel.

The Pasadena City Assessor first visited the property on January 11, probably in the year
1915, and recorded a single two-story residence and garage. The house had a deep
concrete foundation, walls of hollow-tile veneer, a flat roof covered in composition
materjal and gravel, and omamental trim of plaster, stone, ironwork, and wood. Heat was
provided by five fireplaces and a gas furnace. There were 21 plumbing fixtures and
“good”-quality electrical fixtures. Interior finishes were described as “plain,”
“omamental,” and “special.” Four bookcases were built-in. Over-all construction quality
was rated “good”-the highest category available on the Assessor’s form. In fact, the
Assessor noted that “this house demands personal inspection.”

The Assessor estimated the square footage at 10,714. On the first floor were an entry hall
with two-foot wainscoting, an oak staircase and a beamed oak ceiling; a living room with
two-foot mahogany wainscoting and a marble fireplace; a dining room with four-foot
mahogany wainscoting, incorporating a della robia pattern, and a tiled fireplace; a den
with five-foot oak wainscoting and an oak frieze; a sun-room with a cement floor; two
toilet rooms; and a three-room kitchen complex that included a pantry and a breakfast
room with a mosaic floor. The second floor contained three living rooms, six bedrooms
(three of which had tiled fireplaces), four tiled bathrooms, and one sleeping porch. The
house had a total of ten hardwood floors. There was also a 3,727-square-foot cement
basement that averaged 7 feet deep. It contained three storage rooms. The house also had
an Art Noveau stained-glass skylight and a central vacuuming system. There was a total
of 27,880 square feet of cement on the property, made up of drives, walks, and eight
roofed terraces.

The two-story garage, measuring approximately 23 by 44 feet, stood at the rear of the
property and had a concrete foundation, plaster walls, a flat composition-covered roof,
and ornamental plaster and wood trim. 1t had ten plumbing fixtures. Construction quality
was “good.” The garage itself contained a toilet room and a laundry area. The attached
living quarters contained two bedrooms, one bathroom, and four hardwood floors.

Copies of the records of the old City Assessor’s office, which closed in 1974, are attached
on pages 20 through 23.

The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at
31,415.

THE WORLD AND COMMUNITY IN 1913

There were ominous signs of an impending world war in 1913. Germany began enlarging
its ammy in June of that year, King George I of Greece and the President of Mexico were
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both assassinated, war broke out in the Balkans, and there was bloodshed in Londonderry,
Northemn Ireland.

In the United States, President Woodrow Wilson was inaugurated in a year considered by
historians to be the last of the "golden age" of pre-World War I America. Prosperity and
peace for all still seemed attainable. Tariffs were reduced in 1913, and the Federal
Reserve Act reconstructed the national banking and currency system. The 16"
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution authorized Congress to levy income taxes. Also in
1913, Niels Bohr developed his model of atomic structure and Johannes Geiger invented
the radiation measurement tool known as the Geiger counter. Both Albert Camus and
Richard Nixon were born in 1913, and legendary financier J. P. Morgan died. The first
crossword puzzle was published in the New York World, the Woolworth Building in New
York was designed, and The Armory Show-the first landmark major American 20"
century international art exhibition—was held.

In 1913, Congress approved construction of the Hetch Hetchy Dam in California—to this
day, one of the largest and most argued-about public works projects in the state. Anocther
important and controversial project was completed in 1913-the Los Angeles Aqueduct
which brought water from the Owens Valley. Built at 2 cost of $23 million, it was the
largest municipally operated water system in the country. Hiram W. Johnson was in the
middle of his first term as the state’s reformist governor (he would later be elected to four
successive terms as U. S. Senator). On a negative note, 1913 saw the passage of the
Alien Land Law which prohibited aliens ineligible for citizenship (mostly Japanese) from
acquiring land or leasing it in the state. California’s population at this time was just over
2.5 million.

Pasadena continued to be recognized as a premier winter resort in 1913, It was a popular
destination for many wealthy people from the East and Midwest who stayed in the resort
hotels in the area and later decided to make Pasadena their year-round home. The City
adopted the Commission form of government in 1913, Also in that year, the Colorado
Street Bridge was dedicated and the Santa Catalina Branch Library opened. Scripps
Home, still 2 venerable institution in Altadena, was established in 1913, as was
Pasadena’s Cauldron Club, the Tuesday Musicale, Pasadena High School, and the
Citizens’ Ice Company. Roy Knabenshue thrilled a crowd by flying his dirigible over the
Raymond Hotel. The 1913 Rose Parade featured both a king and queen. San Marino
received its charter that year, becoming an independent city.

Literary works making their debut in 1913 included the first installment of Remembrance

of Things Past by Marcel Proust, Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence, and Willa Cather’s
O Pioneers! (eorge Bernard Shaw’s play Androcles and the Lion opened in London and
the Victor Herbert operetta Sweethearts premiered on Broadway. Also in 1913, The Rite

of Spring by Igor Stravinsky scandalized Parisian ballet audiences while Americans were

singing a new popular tune called When You and I Were Young Maggie.
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NOTES

The Pasadena Star newspaper announced the impending construction of the House
residence on February 26, 1914. It was described as a “handsome” home of Italian
Renaissance design on a “magnificent” site that was covered in oak trees and fruit trees.
The new house would measure 125 by 50 feet. A copy of this article is attached on
page 13.

The Los Angeles Times also published an article on the new residence on QOctober 4,
1914, calling it “one of the most attractive residences ...in Southern California. 1t
occupies the crest of a sightly elevation and commands a magmficent view of the valley
around it.” One of the unique features of the house was a 25-footf-square terrace, with a
stone balustrade, built under a “giant” live-oak tree. This article can be found on page 12.

Also attached on pages 14 through 19 are photographs of the exterior of the original
house (one including a floor-plan) from various architectural magazines and from the
collection of the Pasadena Museum of History.

The House residence was the site of the 1971 Showcase of Interior Design sponsored by
the Los Angeles Philharmonic Juniors. A copy of part of the program can be found on
pages 32 and 33.

Also attached on pages 64 and 65 are several images of the current house under
construction, as found in the files of the City’s Planning & Permitting Department.
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¢ HUNT, Sumner P. Acchitect. Res.
i"Los Angeles; officz 3153 S, Broardway,
Los Angeles, Cal. DBarn in Brook-
lyn, N. Y., May B, 13635; son of
© Stephen P. and Harriet Conkling
Hunt. Married to Mary Hancock
- Chapman in 1892, Educated in publie
and private schools. At an early age
began the study of his profession
the office of Clarence B. Cutler, Trny,
N. Y., where he remained studying
and working for ten years. Aloved il
" to Los Angeles, Cal, in 15§9. Em-
ployed by Calkinn & Haas, 1389-92:
" formed partnership with Theodnre A.
+ Eisen in 1893, and operated under hrm .
. name of. Hunt & Eisen until 1899; in '
partnership with A, W. Eager, 1893- '
1%8; irm was known as Hunt, Eager
w ! & Burns, 1903-10; Rrm name now
~ Hunt: & Burns. WNotable buildings
- designed by fGrm: L. A. Country
" Club house; Ansandale Country Club
 house; Ehell Club house; Casa de
Rosas (private. school building);
buildings of Los Angeles playgrounils.
. Member local chapter American In-
stitute of Architzcts; Engineers and
Architects Association of So. Cal;
! L. A. Country, California, Crags
Country, and Sunset clubs.

Who's Who in the Pacific Southwest
{1913); p. 188
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Architect Sumner P. Hunt

of Los Angeles Passes
Away After Brief Illness

Sumner P. Hunt, well known Los An-
geles archictect and civie leader, died at
his home, 2647 Severance Street, Novem-
ber 19, after two day's illness. A cere-

. bral hemorhage was the cause of death.

He was 73 years of age. Funeral services
were held Tuesday afternoon at St. John's
Episcopal church and the body was cre-
mated at Rosedale cemetery. A daughter,
Miss Louise Hunt, is the surviving mem-
ber of the family.

Coming to Los Angeles in 1889, Mr.
Hunt embarked in a professional career
in which he achieved notable success. His
first important work was the Bradbury
Building at Third and Broadway, which
was designed as a monument to the own-
er and which .is today one of the most
interesting of the many downtown office
buildings by reason of its central covered
light court encircled by open corridors
connecting the offices.

In 1908 Mr. Hunt formed a partner-

. hisp with Architect Silas R. Burns which

was terminated only a few years ago by
ihe retirement of the laller. During all
this period and up to the lime of his
death Mr, Hunt maintained offices In
the Homer Laughlin Building.

Designing of many important buildings

in Los Angeles is credited to Mr. Hunt
individually or to his firm. Among them
are the Los Angeles Country Club, Ebell
Club, Friday Moming Club, Auiomoblile
Club of Southern California, Southwest
Museum and a number of schools includ-
ing David Starr Jordan High School,
Louis Pasteur Junior High School and
the Virgil Avenue Junior High School
His work also included some of the early
fine residences in the West Adams dis-
trict.
. Mr. Hunt was 2 member of the Allied
Architects Association which designed
the Hall of Justive and the Los Angeles
eounly general hospital building. He
served as member of the Los Angeles city
planning commission; also the Munieipal
Art Commission. '

Mr. Hunt was a member of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects and past pres-
ident of Southern California Chapter. He
was also a member of the California
Club, Los Angeles -Country Club, the

. Sunset Club, Seismological Society of
* Southern Calilornia and other associa-

" tions.

25

SUMNER P, HUNT, ARCHITECT: ‘

Sumner P. Hunt, prachicing architect in Los An-
geles for nearly a half century, died at his home, 2647
Severance Street, Los Angeles, November |9, after
twa days' illness. Mr. Hunt was 73.

Ceming to Los Angeles in 1889, Mr. Hunt em-
barked in a professional career in which he achieved
notable success. His first important work was the Brad-

* bury Building, at Third and Brasdway, which was de-

signed as & monument to the owner, and which is
today one of the most interesting of the many down-
town office buildings by reason of its central covered

+ light court encircled by open corridors connecting the

ofiices.

In 1908 Mr, Hunt joermed a partnership with Silas R.
Burns which was terminated only a few years ago by
the retirement of the latler.

Designing of many important buildings in Los An-
geles is credited to Mr. Hunt individually or to his
firm. Among them are the Los Angeles Country Club,
Ebell Club, Friday Morning Club, Automobile Club of
Southern California, Southwest Museum and a number
of schools, including David Starr Josdan High School,
Louis Pasteur Junior High School snd the Virgil Ave-
nue Junior High School.

Mr. Hunt was a member of the Allied Architects
Associetion, which designed the Hall of Justice and the
Los Angeles County General Hospital. He served as
member of the Los Angeles City Planning Commission
and the Municipal Art Commission.

Mr. Hunt was a member of the American Insfitute
of Architects and past president of Southern California
Chapter.

Architect & Engineer

December 1938; p. 57

Southwest Builder and Contractor
November 25, 1938; p. 16



HUNT, LAGEE & EUENB.

The firm of Hunl & Fager, srchitecls,
hes bwao maleriadly sirengihooed by the
add|Uign of & new member Iu the persoo
of Mr. B, B, Tinras, & farrmer reeidact
of Daylon, Oblo

Mr. Boron bas vislted 1his wectlon,
pericdjenlly doring the pmat  twenly
Jyears, Ju fact, ol 1hg Hos the fnt

mlldings were belog comntmieted ot the
Solllern” Rome, [n ihin county, he was
the sopervislog arekileel of tha work;
8% clao of severnl ather bratches of tho
Nallanal Baldfers Homs, Far twcoby
fivg reors Le brs practlced bl pro-
fexsipn In the East, whare his firm
. galned o reputation for henwy conmire-
rtlon work. For a sumber of years Lher
{wrere arcbitecls of vorlons Giate lontd:
tnlloos, szhools and colloger. apd mnoy
of Lhesa bodMillnge were arezled from
Lhafr plana. . .
t  Mr. Boron hay coms o Lon Angeles
L slay, aod oo [e#l esufident that ke
=il ba 1 valusble addiilon 1o thy Arm,
Ho has been granted a efrifficate by
the Stato RBoard of Archlileclure, and
will Lermafler ho ana af, the Brm of
Hant, Fager & Bures,

Builder and Contractor
December 5, 1907; p. 1

BURNS, Silas Reese. Architect.
" Reg, Alhambra; office Laughlin Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Cal. Born in Morgans-
town, Va., April 8 1855; son of Silas
and Susan (Coombs) Burns., Married
.+ t0 Louise Devereaux in 1891. At-
tended private schools in Va,; public
. schools in Ohio and Va.; Mass. Inst.
of Technolegy, Boston. Member
firm of Peters & Burns, Dayton, O,
1881-1907; has specialized in institu-
tional and educational buildings;
moved to Los Angeles in 1907 and
became member fArm . of Hunt &
Eager. Fellow Amer. Inst. Archts,
1882 to date. Member of Engrs. &
_ Archts. Assn- of So. Cal.; Unien
League Club; San Gabriel Valley
Country Club; National Citizens'
Leagne.

Who's Who in the Pacific Southwest
(1913); p. 69
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HENRY C. HOUSE

Pasadena has arracted a considerable number of ourstanding men of

wealth and culrure from other parts of the country. Prominent among such
persons was the late Henry C. House who came here from Texas in 1914, and
buile one of the finest bomes in the Ozk Knoll districe. During the years of
_ his residence in Pasadena, Mr. House was well known in club life and he
carried on numerous philanthropies here in a quier manner.

Mr. House was born in Houston, Texas, on December 19, 1858. He was
the son of Henry and Mary (West) House. His father, a native of England,
came to America as a young man, and was a pioneer in Texas. A man of
exemplary character, the elder Mr. House was a very highly regarded man in
his community, and became one of the most imporcant factors in the lumber
industry in Texas. _

Henry C. House was educated in Texas, and as 4 young man entered his
father’s business, which was known as the House Lumber Co. He continued
until his facher passed away, and he then withdrew from the lumber industry,

confining his acrivities from then on to real estate and private investments. -

In addidon to developing a magnificent estate in Pasadena, Mr. House
also had a very beautiful home in-Laguna Beach, where he enjoyed spending
the summer monrhs. His social affiliations in Pasadena included the Valley

Hune Club, and the Midwick Country Club. He maintained a life long incerest
in Masonry, and had the distinction of being the oldest living past master of
his blue lodge in Houston. He belonged to the Scoteish Rite Bodies, and was
also a Shriner.

Perhaps the greacest pleasure which Mr. House derived from life, par-
ticularly during his laccer years, was in helping boys through college, and it
was a grear satisfaction to him to know that all of those who received his
assistance mrned out well. Mr. House was always ready and willing o help
worthy individuals, and was an exceedingly generous person. A man of friendly
and sympachetic nature, he was beloved by all who knew him. A very porent
influence in Mr, House's life was his interest in the Christian Acience Church,
whose reachings he ardencly endeavored to follow in his everyday living.

Henry C. House married Mrs. Carrie Bruce Robereson, also of Texas. She
survives him with one daughrer, Mrs. Robertson-Davis. In connection with the
family hiscory it is interesting to note, chat Mr. House was a cousin of the lare
Col. Edward M. House, the close advisor of President Woodrow Wilson.

Mr. House passed away on December 11, 1940.

28

Pasadena Community Book (1943)

p. 213

continued. ..
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Pasadena Star-News
December 12, 1940; p. 27

House, Lumberman
Dies in Pasadena

Herman C. House, 82, rotlred .
lumberman and cousln of the'
late Cel, 1% M. House, wartlme
adviser to President Wilson, fled
veslerday at bz home, 128 5,
Onkland Ave. Pasadena. foflow-
Ing an attack of Influenza,

lHouse came here fvom llous-
ton, Tex, In 19J4 afler relring
from the lumber husmess therr. .
He leaves his widow, sMrs. Car .
rie House, ind a dnugh-.er Xrs,
Minnlc Davls. .

Funeral servlees are bejng ar-
rangetl hy Turner & Stevens|
Mortuary, -

Los Angeles Times
December 12, 1940; p. A2
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WODRE = AL Cirle Brutel
+ House "passed”. away . .Fabr
ruary. ) 1858 at-her homa 1184,
South’ Oaldand ‘Avenve.”A na-
{lyw of Lona Pina.. Taxas, she
d been p . renident of  Pasa-.

dens 44, yeare . Shet,la--sor

E,

r

1B D
and a.sier, M- Helan Bruca
Parroll, of Seatils’: Wushing

Pasadena Star-News
February 5, 1958; p. 36
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PASADENA JUNIOR PHILHARMONIC COMMITTEE

SAQWCASE OF INTERIOR DESIGN - 1971

E i
One of the finest examples of an early 20th century Pasadena

mansion, set on approximately seven acres of beautifully main- °*

talned grounds, 1s the proud ;offerlng of the Pasedena Junior
Fhilharmonlc Committee for its seventh annual SHOWCASE OF IN- i
TZRIOR DESIGN. Through the Committee's efforts over the past i
six years nearly 125,000 haf§ been made available to the Fhil-
harmonic Fund of the Southern Callfornia Symphony - Hollywood
Bowl Assoclatlon, Funds of this nature are used toward  the
muslcal entichimefit of thé yodth of Los Angeles County. In
touring the SHOWCASE homes, approximately 85,000 people have
contributed to this endeavor

-t

Fach year the Commlttee 1eaqgs one of the Interesting old homes :
for which Pasadena 1s noted. During the five months of the
lease, a team of leading A.I.D. designers completely redecorate ?
and refurnish the house, E#th designer has full creative free- -
dom to present, in the area asslgned to him, his latest 1ldeas
and techniques using the most appropriate furnishings and mater-
izls. In January the house s opened to the public for 2 days, .
at no charge, for a "before" tour. The subseguent months are
busy for everyone connetted with the project as the residence ;
1s transformed into & SHOWCASE featurling the ultimate in deslgn.

In mid-April a gala invitational premlere heralds the opening .
cf the SHOWCASE. A feature of this year's black tie event will -
be the modeling of designer gowns and period jewelry from I. \
Megnin and B.D. Howes and Son.

The 1971 3HOWCAST is situated majestically 1n the Oak Knoll area
surrounding the Huntington Hotel, a favorite winter retreat of
prominent eastern famllies after the turn of the century. Sum-,
ner F. Hunt, of Los Angeles, was the archltect commlssloned in
1913 by Henry C., House, a retired lumberman from Texas. Among
Mr. Hunt's credits in the Los Angeles area are the Southwest
Museum, the Wilshire-Ebell (lub, the first unit of Childrens
Eospital, and the Academlic Hall at Scripps College,

The era of opulence 1s preserved through the extensive use of
‘imported mahogany, oak, marble, and tile 1llumined by & unique
stained glass skylight.

The success of the SHOWCASE, over the years, has been assured !
by the extensive coverage provided by the communications media,
both local and natlonal, and by the continued interest and sup-
port of the business community. We, of the Commlttee, are ;
most grateful feor thls contlnuing confldence in the SHOWCASE

OF INTERIOR DESIGN.

AN AFFILIATE OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SYMPHONY - HOLLYWOGD BOWL ASSOCIATION
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Where can mystenous IVIarlo
meet one of those pretty glrls?

One of Pasadena’s little
mysteries centers on a 30-room
mansion at 1284 8. Oakland Ave,

It -once was the "home of

wealthy Minnie Davis, the niece

of Col. Edward House, adviser
and confidant of Woodrow
Wilson.

Last April the place was the
Showcase of Interior Design

house, lavishly decorated by a

group of interior decorators.
Adrission was charged with

proceeds going toward the worlk
of the Los Angeles Philhar-

monic Juniors.
Recently the property — the
mansion, a guest house and

some five acres of land — was

purchased for Maric' Milano, a
personable young man of
perhaps 29 who moved in.

He disturbed neighbors, who
wrote in protest to the city
manager, John Phillips,
because he leased the property

to a Warner Bros. television

movie producer, whe promptly
began flming an episede for
“Eyes of Charles Sand ”_ a
mystery-thriller.

At first, neighbors were just -
puzzled as they saw swarms of -

workmen move in, spraying the
dry lawn green, planting
shrubs, stringing. .wires,
unloading - furpiture and
paintings, placing fleod lights
here and there and hanging a
black tarpaulin over the front of
the house io exclude the
sunlight.

Vans were parked in’ the
driveway and people came and
went by the busload. WNeigh-

borhood children investigated

and were [ascinated when they
found that a motion picture was
being made Tight there.

. whole scene:

. bédroom and Tuns wildly down
) thehall the shoirt of @ man who:

._-npmtarmwheremerelsaslash
- indiseoat. . .

L enough Theybegan to-mmpos
" letters.

"began when I-was 6. Latel§;
_ Europe. Now I want to mak
- money in real estate durmg the’

last few years — deals such as
_ the purchase. of themansmn at,

" sofa in the ‘conservatoryof the

1913 — . while the ‘sights’ ap

B _‘:‘-_‘.-locatlon flared and faded:
; .pretty Pasadend * gu-l AN

- the/‘rest -of - my " life:in

g '.house," he said, <

- me decorate itaroom at a'tlme

" like :the ‘castle ‘o Kl.ng Arth
Cand right on down to the most :

But the’ parents took a dif- ®
ferent view. They. were " :
disturbed. They objected to the‘_ R

. Not that they could hear the I
suunds of movie making inside- -
the house — a girl screaming as °. =
she darts’ from an upstairs..

charges- aifer her; holding"h

Toey had seen and . heard

Meanwh.ﬂe, Ma.no_loved itail.’
41 .was-a child acter: forj
Warner._- Bros;;* 'He—‘s.él

have-been making films: i.n

some more here,”™ 7.
‘He 3aald he had been malung

court auctmn
Dreamﬂy, he sat on'a wu:lier

old mansion — it ‘was bmlt m

“Iwould -like to” ma;ry

“Iwouldlike to liave her:Hel
in all sorts of styles ancuent
Greek, Egy'ptian, Renaissanoe

mode:m thmgs o
agf would take a5 30 years, s

‘doing- a room a year, “and it |
.would keep us so:busy we

wouldn't have time to quarrel
and get a divoree.” -

Pasadena Star-News
Januapry 12, 1972
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CHAMPAGNE WELCOME GOES FLAT

BERT MANN

Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Yan 17, 1973; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1985)

pe. SG6

CHAMPAGNE WELCOME GOES FLAT .

Nelghbors Petition to Curta'll |
. Movies.at Pasadena Mansmn

BY BERT'MANN
Timas S1alf Wrlier-

PASADENA ~ Mario -

Milane, 29, moved into the
big Talian - Renaissarice -

mansion at 1284 S. Qak:

land Ave. a year ago and
in neigliborly fashion ‘in--
vited people on:the street .

over for'chamnagne. :
Since then the laughfer
over. the champagne bub-
bles has subsided and. ap-
parently so has some of
the neighborliness, ~.
A group of 28 residents
on Oakland Ave. and -ad-

_joining stregts petitioned:
the Board of City. Direc?
-fars on Tuesday.askmg it -
-to curtall the use’of Mila,.
no's property as L]ocation -

fur mowes

Ordinanco Violatmn e

- Such actmty, the 'petl-'
tioners claim, "is not con: -

sistent with a'residential:

area and violates the city's

zoning ordinance."

-Grant L, Lhangstrom .

. 1275 8. Oakland Ave., one

of the spokesmen for the
petitioners, made it clear
that some movie making
would be acceptable but
not' the ‘20 times a vear

that the city pernuts un- :
© der its ardmance .
Speciﬂcally the petition— . "yertise i probertyin the
. Hollywood Reporter' as a

ers o‘:?eﬁed -that frequent. -
- -set for movies,

[ilano's. estate " By..
‘movl producers- brought .
movifj'g wans, trucks; hell--

i8¢, 0
3

the attendant trafﬂc con-
gestion. A
Mansmn'Advertlsement

- Mrg! ,Rosemary Sadler,
550 Woodland Road, pro-
duced the: current issue of

Holiday, Homes Interna-

tional: magazine with a
full-pagé : color - advertise-

as "the;ult

alspj offered part.of the es-

' tate forfsale at.$295,000.

\

copte s,epprtahle latrmes, ’
commissary " trucks..and-

ment toutmg the: mansion -
mate in gra-- .
cious ]wmg‘-‘~ and a place.
‘where first-run movies are
' made. ‘The -advertjsement :

3 .
However, Mllano .an oc-

time land mvestor, said
the advertisement had

'casmnalf* actor - and . full- -

been placed in the maga-

zing by: his agént, and at
the same fime "he dis-
claimed knowledge of a
classified advertisement in
a local hewspaper offering

to -store or sell=furniture .

35

"from my $1 million- mll-'

. gion."

Milano said he did ad-

' "I invited the neighbors

over for champagne. when

-T moved in," Milaho sald,
"but now it seems there is
‘a vendetta directed af
meft-

Milano produced‘ his own
list of 19 supporters in the
neighborhood and wan ad-
ditional backing from
Duncan Lanhgton, owner of

-another mansion at 1365 S,

Oakland Ave. that also has
been used for movies,

"I also feel this is a ven.
detta against me and Mr.
Milano," Langton said,
noting’ that he wauld

' never aliow his home to be

used for any movie that
would be detrlmental to
Pasadena

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Becanse of volome of mall recelved, Parade regrets it cannot answer queries.

............................................... By Liloyd Shearer©1986...........cccccorovooeieeecemmmmmmeasneen
When Marcos Was. Lovey With Dowe

Ky
E
o]
‘B
=
2

Dovie Beams (1}, a former Hollywood aciress, maintains she secretly taped Philippine President.

with President Marcos for two years.
There, she was protected by his cousin,
Col. Fabian Ver (now a general), who
corroborated much of the fiction that
Marcos spun about his First Lady.
“Freddie told me back then,” Beams
maintains, “that he and Imelda had
engaged in no intimate relations for two
years; that she was rapidly becoming
richer than he was, although nothing
was ever put in their names; and that,
given time, he would find some way of -
getting rid of her and marfying me.”

. Beams leamed shortly that Marcos
also was committed to other women,
particularly to one named Carmen, by " - -
whom he reportedly had at least three

 offspring. Doubting his truthfulness,-

shie thereupon began secretly to tape- - -
record him “when he came to visitme

- in the house on Princeton Street™ in

Manila. Beams collected tapes, she says,

- revealing vital political and firancial

information‘concerning the U.S and the

B . Phlllppmes as well as Marcos’ personal

opinions on a variety of individualsand-

N~ subjects. -She has had theae tapes

ferdinand Marcos {shown with wife, Imelda) during what Beams says was a two-year affair

reddie Marcos is a cinch
‘ to win the Philippine

presidential election

scheduled for Febrary 7.

That's the considered
judgment of Dovie Beams, a former
Hollywood actress who was involved
with President Marcos in a tlempestuous
two-year (1968-70) love affair during
some of which she concealed a tape
recorder beneath their bed.

“Freddie is a shrewd, wily, intelligent,
experienced in-fighter,” Beams
explains, “who exercises considerable

influence over the Philippine judiciary,
the Philippine army and the Philippine
electoral process. I think I know him
well, and I can tell you that, in my
opinion, there’s no way Freddie will ever
voluntarily relinquish the presidency.

“Let's face 1t,” she continues.
“Ferdinand Marcos is 68. He's been
president of the Philippines since 1965.

~ That’s 20, 21 years—long years of power
and privilege in which he and Imelda
[his wife] have positioned into the
government and the economy an army

of grateful friends and relatives. Whom
do you think all those people and
associates wil] vote for?”

A loquacious, attractive, size 6-ish
brunette with wavy, waist-reaching hair,
Dovie Beams—originally from Nashville
—met Marcos in 1968 when Universa]l
Studios sent her to Manila to discuss
starring in a film for some Philippine
exhibitors. At a cocktail party in her
honor, Marcos was introduced to the
actress as “'Freddie,” and for several:

hours she had no idea of his true identity.-. -
.Zrea] estate, Beams now livesif

She remembers his calling her “Big Eyes™
and professing that he had fallen in love
with her at first sight. She says- she
had no notion then whether he was acnng
like a sophomore or aromantic-Filipino.”
He did, however, admit modestly that
he was president of the Philippines and-
subsequently paid Beams $10,000.to

star in a film, Maharlika, based on his
heroic exploits as a guerrila fi ighter in
World War I1. Also in the film were the -
actors Farley Granger. Broderick
Crawford and Paul Burke.. . .

Dovie Beams says she Iwed IrrMamla

transcribed, she maintains, and they form
a large portion of a 1500-page
unpublished manuscnpl titled ‘Dov:e

-Beams by Me.”

For years after her return to .
Beverly Hills in 1970, Dovie Beams
lived in fear of assassination.by
Philippine “hit'men” determined to. .
silence her. She no loniger does. Through
Marcos’ emissaries from Manila, she.
says, she receives messages from time -
to time that the Philippine president still
loves her.-She has been visited, she

“adds, by many Philippine pohtlcnans _

among thern Salvador Laurel, running - .

-~ mate of Corazon Aquino, who heads™ -
-.the opposition slate agamst Marcos.

~Having dropped-acting in favorof -

a 30—room mansion on a five-acre estate
in Pasadena,. "Calif.; which she rents: out
“tofilmand TV producers She asserts"

. that she and her current husband, whose

identity she prefers not to dlsclose
are the owners of some 215 properties .

‘in addition ta 16 automobiles.

Asked how she regards Marcos 16
years after their breakup; Dovie: Beams .
says with gusto,.*'I don’t like his o
politics.” Then, with tenderness; she '

" adds, “But'l owill love h:m to the day

Idie™. -

Parade Magazine
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‘s‘up oxi- many self-employed conuac- 'saddled wn.h A $12,DUO dent for de- i rea]ly put meina bmd, he said.
“iors who.labored for monthsito shape - failed patie wuodworb and-a- Douglas . " Melito and. Davis, like- many other
Gthe- gmunds of_the-palatial Ddsad"ﬂdl,.fll' BT4pe ardor. strelchmg severa: " business people, received partiai
ito" "_1uxur‘ous fantasyland _-hundred fe€i frox:Q t'hepool : payment for their woik up-to the ume

B KATHY BRAIDHILL R ;
-StgfI'erter T . i De Vllldg'l"a]l

Sergio:. Villagran;
‘Thégé: woi't-be. any: stained glass flafdmg 13, g{;‘nks F

gazebus where DmueBeams de \hllag—"" leaving behind; the. millionaite’s--man:: " 1"“Fhe 13: < ST was Very difficult,” he $3id“Tm -the couple declared bankruptcs
ram is going. - .. sion.they once. GWhed On seven. rolling _",mcludmngank af: Amencd whoae loss- _'btul paying it off”-'_ : ‘Feb, 26, 1986, -
: Her cell: al the ‘federal prison will . acres in. Pasadon: TWith’ . ~Phil.Meélito. of Smmse Corp. bought Bankruptey trustee James Stang said

jrth. of plants = lhE creditors will receive between five
ifcént ‘discount - -and seven cents on'ihe dollar, accord-
én was Tiot pald - ing to & plan he will submit to a bank-
--ruptey ]udge r01 ‘approval.’

e’xceeﬁfed $1. m1111 O .. _
x © 8 ; ' _-‘_ti_}ousands ‘Ot dullara

have no an’nqaés, no fouutams no Ita-'.'_'__$500 000 tnarilés
lian statues, no'exotic trees,” ' network of fountams
* 7" De_Villagran, the former m1s|.ress of\__ lake-dand & small £o1 it
“depssed: Pmllpplne ‘President Ferdi:~ rareirées,- .
giand -E; Marcos who ‘squandered.mils - | The collapse.m ankIupLy:, - b
“lions- of. ‘dollars on -luxitry ‘add-ons o' agT:ﬂS réal ésfate s JE'plre of. ?.Tprup—i"
?her»‘Pasadena manmon beg‘ms aE"'\"]J] 1'-t1es m turn wrnug f;fmam:inn Hard:. 1

: -$3 000 bill, ‘Melito
1.:1111.80 the aurse TY '10t0 absc'“hmg
$10 0, memgataloanfiortheresa T

Pasadena Star-News
January 11, 1988; p. A-3-
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Halelgh Souther ! Sl.ar-Ne

Ex-Marcos lofe;?S'
dream palace -
gutted in blafze'

By JOHN FLECK
Stafl Writer .- ‘

PASADENA . — Whlle ‘Dayge
Beams de Vlllagran satana
. Kentucky fedéral prison- Thurs-
day, the ornate Pasadena’] ‘Man-
sion she dreaméd of as her own
personal “Tara” was.gutted by a
vicious fire thatleft four smoke-.
streaked walls’ and’ a. p11e ‘of
rubble. -

Thirty Pasadena fu'eflghters
fought a losing ‘battle-dgainst the
inferro, hot emough.ta-light a
palm tree 30° feet away. It de-

r

stroyed the mansion made fa-

- mous by the formeér B-movie

actress-turned lover to..Philli-
pine President Ferdinand”Mar-
cos-turned bankrupt federal
penitentiary inmate. -

The fire, as d.ramat:':.‘"j‘

of the: 75-year old manmdn be-"

fere fu'eflghters_ had a chance to

stopif.- ..
By-the' ‘time fhe I‘aze—was
controlled, most of- t.he -Secon

floor had disappeared, and:the

first ﬂoor was a charred water-

“It just went up hke that "
said Fire Commander Don
Hughes -with a snap -of his fin-
- gers. ‘Officials are not sure of
. the:cause; but they don’ tsuspect
arson, said Baitalion Chief Mil-
ford Fo_nza.

=
(]




Wwall Mancln] I Slar-Hew:
d charred balcony crumbles away from the burning structure as ﬂames consume the mansuon s upper floor

Yokeno's Nansay. Corporatmn
USA bought the house for.
$3.2 million last September
after de Vﬂlagran and her hus-

' band, Sergio, went bankrupt

and headed for prison on eharg—
es of bank fraud.

The fire was reported at4:23
p.m. by a neighbor,-and-fire-
fighters from -Pasadena's Sta-
tion 31 on Marengo Avenue
knew it would be trouble.before

they even got there.

Said Wolfgang Schmidt, 45

"who was painting a house: “Hext

door: "I turned around and all
of a suddern ‘I saw the blaek
smoke. Everything was engulfed
in black smoke."”

Schmidt and 21- year—old Nmk
Ibarra, who-was working ‘with-
him, chmbed the home’s’ back
fence and raced past dé: Villag-
ran's stained-glass gazébo;-.
afraid soméone might still be-

-indide the house.-But by the: -

time they got there, the pall ‘of
smoke had burst mto a ba]] of
flame,

“From the t:me we saw the
smoke till the time we came:

running over was. maybei45

seconds,” Ibarra said. “It was in
flames. o

TFirefighters lried to work

their way inside and up the
stairs lo fight the-blaze from
within. But they were driven
back by the infense heat, left
with nothing to do bul pour
water in from the outside in a
vain attempt to save the historic
home.
. The fire was a hizarre specta-
cle in the usnally {ranguil neigh-
borhood of stately homes and
gardens. As two huge ladder
trucks poured water into the
second story from above, a foun-
tain some 50 feet away gurgled
its water in gentle arcs around a
statue of two dancing nymphs.

The imported statuary, the
gazebos, the marble pool- and
the lush landscaping were, said
the broker whe finally sold the
house in 1987, de Villagran's
“labor of love and money."”

There were rumors in 19886,
fueled -by Ferdinand Mareos’
hasty departure from Manila,
that de Villagran's wealth was
somehow connected to her af-
fair in the 1960s with the Philip-
pine leader.

But the rumors of money
funneling never bore out. The
millions ran out as the gardens
were being completed, and the
house was left stripped and
vacant by the time de Villag-
ran's bankrupley left-her on the
street last year.

“Phe garden -was beautlful

‘but the house was just bare

.bones;’" said real estate broker
1Ada Jones, who toured the
‘mansion when it was put on the
‘market, - _

De Villagran-and .her hus-
band, Sergio, both ended-up.in
federal- prison for $18:million
worth of bank fraud committed
in assemhlmg an ephemeral real
estaie empire.

Staff writers Jennifer

Rowland and Jim Timmer-
mann contributed to this sto-

bl
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Gutted mansion

FRg Wz, Al - 9988

to be rebullt
owner says

De Vlllagran § ex-estate 10: be'- ”
‘much better,’ developer says -

By MICHAEL J. YBAFIFIA
Staff Writer

PASADENA — A p]umber S torch 1gmted a flre
that smoldered.for three hours:before: eruptmg
into the blaze that blackened-the white:walls of
Dovie Beams -de Villagran's : ‘former-eéstate "and -
caused an estimiated $3:5 ml]hon i damage fu-e—
officials said Thursday. . .k TR SR

Workers had been soldermg plpes on the sec-
ond floor last week and touched off a small fire.
that went unnoticed until after they:left, when a
caretaker ‘spotted smoke, fire mveshgator Bob
Eisele said.

Thinking it was dust from the construchon the
unidentified man delayed calling-the firg; depart— :
ment for 15 minutes. :

The fire was a common accident, Elsele said,

which resulted in uncommon destruction: < '3 -
“I probably would have overlooked it,” he Sald
of the smoke.-

The cost to build a smular house would be $4
million to $6 million, Eisele said.

Thursday, an insurance investigator- from
Underwriter's Adjusters, of Spokane, Wash.,
toured the ash-filled remains, still smelling ‘of
soof, and agreed on the cause ‘of the f1re Elsele
- said.

The property had full fire insurance coverage
and its charred, roofless shell will be razed and’
.Tebuilt as soon as the site can be clearéed, said Etic
-Yokeno president of Nansay Corp USA which
' owns the 4.6- acre lot.

Pasadena Star-News
September 9, 1988; p. A-1

continued. .
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- - Photos by Walt Munein] £ Siar-News .

Bulldozers knock down the remains of South Dakland Avenue estaie that burned a year ago

-

Ruins of historic mansion raze

By JOHM FLECK
Staff Writer

PASADENA — Demoli-
tion hegan Wednesday on the
remains of the South Oak-
iand Avenue mansion for-
merly owned by Dovie
Beams de Villagran, nearly a
year after ihe stately home
burned in a spectacular fire.

Nansay Corp. USA, the
Japanese-owned firm that
bought the 4.6-acre estate,
received formal approval
frem the city’s Culiural Heri-
tage Commission on Aug. 7
to demolish the guited sirue-
ture and reeceived on Aug. 9a
city building permit reguired
for a construction projsct on

Pasadena Star-News
September 14, 1989; p. A-1

continued. ..
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