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By Oscar Combs

Starting in 2007, UK’s new 10-year contract with Clear Channel
radio stations in Louisville, Lexington and Cincinnati will provide
uninterrupted coverage of UK sports across the nation—just like

“the good old days.”

Y4 y gawd, it’s about time!”
B Those could well have been the words of the late Adolph

Rupp upon learning of the renewed marriage vows between the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and radio station WHAS of Louisville.

After a sometimes-bitter 25-year lovers’ triangle that involved UK
accepting a secondary status to University of Louisville football and bas-
ketball, all is rosy once again in Big Blue Nation.

UK and WHAS have “remarried,” effective the fall of 2007. And
UK will once again have top billing on
WHAS Radio.

On the morning after UK and Clear Channel Communications
announced their 10-year, multi-million dollar deal, one had to sense
Rupp was somewhere up there in basketball heaven, “high-fiving” with

the likes of Harry Lancaster,

Paul “Bear” Bryant, Cawood Ledford, Claude Sullivan,
Jerry Claiborne and Dr. Otis Singletary, among thousands of other UK
faithful.

To the millions of UK fans all across the eastern half of the USA
and as far west as the Rocky Mountains, it will be the sound of sweet
music come 2007 when they once again can tune to 840 on the radio
dial for each and every UK football and basketball game.

Whether it’s a farmer in Mississippi, a mother and father huddled
with the kids around the radio on a cold winter night in rural Illinois, a
businessman in Philadelphia,
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transplanted grandparents in Michigan or a truck driver making a long

haul somewhere on Route 66, enjoying UK sports will once again be
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he third annual CATSPY Awards, presented by Fifth
Third Bank, will be held April 26, 2005 in Rupp Arena.
The show starts at 8:30 p.m.

Tickets go on sale March 28, and can purchased by calling
the UK athletic ticket office at (859) 257-1818 or by logging on
to ukathletics.com. All tickets are $10.

The CATSPY Awards, an ESPY-style awards show, recognizes
UK student-athletes, coaches and teams for their excellence on
and off the fields of play. More than 60 nominees, representing

over 400 student-athletes from 22 varsity sports, will be honored.
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I hope you'll enjoy reading this issue of The Blueprint as much as we enjoyed putting

it together for you. azing how many positive things have

months. As you can read on the cover of t 1e, one of the

d in the last few

t pieces of good

hat, beginning in 2007, the Wildcats return to the preeminent position on

S Radio in Louisville while maintaining strong radio affiliates in Lexington
. Our good friends at Host Communications and Gray Television des

awful lot of credit for this wonderful news. Oscar Combs and former UK f

Jeff Zurcher both give some histori i

Just one week after the deal with Clea

and

annel was announced, we all looked on as

Patrick Sparks stepped to the foul line at Freedom Hall and sealed a 60-58 Wildcat victo-

lle. We've heard from quite a few of you recounting where you were when Patrick hit those three

the league office in February, when the SEC’s F:

nounced and UK led all schools with 48 student-athletes on the list. We hope to h:

free

all Aca-
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A Home for Home Games

Kentucky Gameday Center is coming to Lexington

LkWiIdcar fans are all about

basketball, and Kentucky Gameday
Center luxury sports condominiums
are all abour convenience and
location on game days! Located
across Lhe street from the Rupp
Arena complex, we are THE place to
park, celebrate and live!

Kentucky Gameday Center offers
studios, one, wa and three
bedroom residential unibs and
penthousas, ranging from 145,000
T SH50,000.

e e

Conorptua Rendering of Hemueky Sameday Gomer

Sultes are fully furmished with
everything from bath lowels Lo
barware, appliances, washer and dryer,
kitchen ware and so much more! Each
suite is uniguely decorared for year-
round living or to reflect wildcat fans’
Leam spiril!

Other features of this multi-use
community include retail space, an
upscale restaurant, a sporty club
room, professional meeting facilities
and an aptienal on-site rental

Gamedsy Genters CEO Gery Spilers und Kentucky
Gameday Comder Sakes Assoclate Bill Shreder with
s Wideatl managemant Company.

IT'S A WIN WIN!

A percentage of sales and rental proceeds are contributed to
UK's Athletic Association!

—hHBamedadi

A Luzury Sparts Condaminium

CALL NOW FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING AND AVAILABILITY!
1.800.693.8204 www. gamedaycenters.com  1.800.693.8204
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Where Were You?

here were you last December, when Patrick
Sparks sealed Kentucky’s historic hoops come-
back over Louisville from the foul line with less than a
second left to play? From Lexington to Kat-
mandu, Wildcat fans from around the r
globe remember the exact time and

place.

Beth Leasor
Louisville, Ky.

Story: Usually I go to a UK-UL party, but this year I decided

to stay home and watch the game with my mom. It was very
hard to watch the first half, so at halftime I got up and put on
my UK clothes. We started to play better in the second half.
‘When it was right at four minutes (left in the game), my mom
was in the laundry room folding laundry. When we started com-
ing back, I made her stay in the laundry room. She stayed in the
laundry room until after Sparks hit his free throws. My family

and I are willing to do whatever it takes to see the Cats win.

arcus Shanks

Katmandu. Nepal

Story: The 16-hour time difference meant that I was at my
computer in the wee hours of the morning, listening to the game
one slow refreshed page at a time. I have a very slow dial-up con-
nection, because it is all that is available to me.... The longest
loading page of my life was the refreshed page after Sparks got
fouled. The great part is UK won. The downside is nobody here
has ever heard of UK or Louisville. Either way, I was going

bananas. I yelled into the street when the free throws went down.

Ron Wilson

Taylor Mill. Ky.

Story: I am a police officer in the city of Taylor Mill. Dur-
ing the game, I had to escort Santa Claus throughout our city
(this is a yearly treat we provide for the children in the city).

My 10-year-old son Alex decided he would go with me, so we

could listen to the game together. He is just as big of a UK nut
as I am. When we finished with Santa, there were about two
minutes left in the game. I offered to find a TV to watch the
ending, but Alex didn't want to jinx the team by moving, so he,
Santa and [ stood in a parking lot and listened to an unbeliev-
able finish. That Saturday was a great day. We got to bring
smiles to hundreds of kids’ faces, I got to spend the afternoon
with my son, and our beloved Cats beat the Cardinals. What

more could one man ask for?

Derek Conley

Alexandri

Story: I was actually at my best friend’s wedding. I was the
best man and the wedding was supposed to start 2:30. The
majority of the wedding party was gathered around an SUV in
the parking lot, listening to the game on the radio. We kept
telling the groom they would have to delay the wedding a few
minutes if the game went into overtime. Luckily, it ended with
the Cats on top, and we were able to make it back inside for
the wedding. T told the rest of the wedding party that Ken-
tucky would be the only place where you'd see a dozen people
in tuxedos and dresses, standing in the cold and listening to a
ball game minutes before a wedding. I watched the game that
night on tape and was still nervous, even though I knew the

outcome. Go Cats!

Three FC]I_IL SthtS. ..

TEinme

John Austin

New Albany. Ind.

Story: I was at work, in a meeting, during the whole
game. A co-worker, who was sitting close to a TV, was giving
me hand signals to keep me updated on the

score. The U of L fans in the office were

rowdy the whole game, but got deathly

quiet at the end. It couldn’t have ended better.

AMnthony Combs
Melbourne. Fla.

Story: My family moved to Florida from Louisville in 1986.
My brother James lives two hours north of my wife and me.
James, the No. 1 Cat fan in the U.S., could not bear to watch the
game without another Big Blue fan, so he came down to watch
the game with me. When Patrick Sparks hit all three free throws
at the end, James got so excited that he went to hug me or give
me a high five (I have not figured out which yet) and jabbed me
in my left ear, drawing blood. I took one for the team.... Go Big
Blue.

Story: As an officer in the U.S. Navy, who is deployed thou-

saac VanHoose

Somerset. Ky.

sands of miles from home, I haven't had too many opportuni-
ties to watch my beloved Wildcats. When I learned that the
UK-Louisville game would be broadcast on the Armed Forces
Network, I was obviously ecstatic! After one of my daily watch-
es, I changed into my favorite Kentucky sweatshirt and watched
the game from tip-off. In the first half, I was disheartened and
shocked. I couldn’t believe it and, though I was tempted to end
my misery and go to bed, I hung in there. I wasnt disappoint-
ed! As my roommates slept, I jumped and yelled with every
basket. I knew, when Sparks got fouled, the game was over and
he would ice the free throws. I'll never forget watching one of
the best UK games I've ever seen ... on a ship in the middle of

the Indian Ocean.

First came the foul and then the foul shots,
as Patrick Sparks calmly stood at the line
and forever etched his name into UK

basketball lore.




Meet the Cats

John Holmes
CLASS: Senior SPORT: Men's Golf

he impact tha

Holmes has had on UK's golf
program is astounding. Among his
accomplishments, Holmes earned first-
team All-America honors as a junior in
2004, while capturing medalist honors
at the U.S
for the U

in 2003. In 2002, he won the Ken-

mateurs and qualifying

pen at Olympia Fields

season, finishing it off by competing
around the world last summer to
improve his game. He captured eight
top-five finishes, two tournament
individual titles, a season average of
71.29 and the fi UK first-

team All-America award (the best

CLASS: Senior SPORT: Tennis

arah Foster’s commitment to the Kentucky tennis program during the spring of

2004 drew little fanfare across the Southeastern Conference. After all, UK Coach
Mark Guilbeau was the only SEC coach to offer her a scholarship. Guilbeau knew he
had something special, however, in the former state champion from Lexington

Christian Academy.

- Foster compiled a

“We knew coming in that she played with a lot of heart and desire,”
Guilbeau said. “For her to step up right away and have the belief that

she could improve her game and play at this level so quickly was

incredible to see.”

10-6 singles record
during her first
semester as a
Wildcat and scored
a victory over

Vanderbilt’s Audra

Falk, who later made the

semifinals of the NCAA Singles Championships.

Though Foster had a strong fall showing to her credit, no one

could have predicted what happened in conference play.
The Southeastern Conference is widely regarded as the
toughest tennis conference in America.
The league features recent NCAA champions Florida and
Georgia and is noted for its balance from top to bottom.
Seemingly unfazed by it all, Foster scored victories in her first
i ! three conference matches and made her debut in the ITA
rankings at No. 96. She dropped her fourth match to a
ranked opponent from Florida but closed the season with seven
consecutive wins, including a victory over
another highly-regarded freshman, 13th-ranked Shadisha
Robinson of Georgia, and 40th-ranked Kelly Schmandt of
v Vanderbilt.

The same coaches who took such little notice of Foster as a high
school player had a change of heart last spring when they named Foster
the SEC Freshman of the Year. She later earned the ITA Southeast Region
Rookie of the Year Award and earned a bid to the NCAA Singles

Championships.
The Foster File

4 Who would you most like to meet? The Coventry family (team-

. mate Kim Coventry's family in Australia)

Most memorable sports moment: Clinching the long and

played Ireland's world renowned courses with his UK teammates, was inducted to Ken-

tucky's Society of Character, won the Kentucky Open two-years running, and qualified
for the U.S. Amateur.
After competing in the U.S. Amateur tournament, Holmes headed straight to campus for

the beginning of classes and what has made him fa ngton and beyond, golf. Dur-

ing the first week of campus life, Holmes received a visit from one of the golfing communi

most prestigious magazine, Go orld. John was pictured and featured in an article about a
small-town kid who makes it big. One could call it chance, one could call it luck and one
would

could call it drive and determination that a small-town kid from Campbellsville, K

be putting Kentucky golf on the map. Adorning the two-page spread is an individual third-
place national ranking and a sixth-place national team ranking by Golf World.

Holmes has made UK history the past three years and there is no doubt he has given
the Kentucky golf team national credibility. He enters his senior season as an outstanding

golfer and a true Wildcat student-ath!
The Holmes File
Who would you most like to meet? Jack Nicklaus
Favorite TV show: Everybody Loves Raymond
Most memorable sports moment: Playing in the U.S. Open

One-word description of UK: Fun

hard-fought win against Georgia at the 2004 SEC Championships

One lesson my parents taught me is: To not limit myself and what I can accomplish, despite
any circumstances...to work extremely hard, but also

to enjoy the process.

If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would buy? A tennis court for my backyard

One-word description of UK: Friendly

CLASS: Senior SPORT: Softball

eghan Cooper will be counted on as a

leader on this year's team after starting
all 57 games for the Wildcats in 2004. Cooper
ranked third on the team with a .290 batting

average and tied for second with 20 runs

scored. She also made 10 starts on the mound
for UK, posting a 5-4 record and tossing two
complete games.

The Golden, Colo., native is a flexible player who
has had success both at the plate and on the mound. She will
likely see time at third base, but may also see action as the team's designated hitter. A power
hitter who can stroke the long ball, Cooper was third on the team with four home runs last
season. She was a home run away from hitting for the cycle against Mississippi State last
season, going 3-for-4 with two runs and an RBI. She was later awarded the Catspy for

Female Performance of the Year in 2004 for her performance in that game.

The Cooper File
Favorite place to vacation: Anywhere in the mountains of Colorado
Most memorable sports moment: Beating Alabama for the first time in school history
last season. I hit two home runs and my dad was
there watching.
If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would buy?
A Condo in Aspen
Favorite TV shows: Desperate Housewives, ESPN Sports Center

One-word description of UK: Comfortable




CLASS: Senior SPORT: Men's Tennis

his spring marks the last chance to
Tcatch a glimpse of the All-America
Wildcat career of senior Jesse Witten. The
Naples, Fla., native has earned three All-SEC
selections and as many All-America
selections.

“Jesse is probably the best player we've
had in the history of the program,” UK
Coach Dennis Emery said. “He likely will be
our first four-time All-American, and he
only missed a doubles All-America selection
by one spot last year. He’s a leader on and
off the court, and we look for him to have
another solid year at the No. 1 singles posi-
tion.”

Witten has remained in the upper eche-

lon of collegiate tennis since he first stepped

on the Kentucky campus. A former Florida
state champion, Witten immediately took to the college game, registering wins over highly-
ranked opponents in his first semester. He ended his freshman campaign with a 36-14 singles
record and picked up SEC Freshman of the Year and I'TA National Rookie of the Year honors,
though that was only the beginning. Witten made a memorable five-match run through the
NCAA Singles Championships and landed in the national title match, where he was defeated by
defending champion Matias Boeker of Georgia.

As a senior, Witten again appears poised to make a serious run at a national singles title. Last
summer, he won a USTA futures event and finished as the runner-up in another before thrilling
Lexington tennis fans with a strong performance in the Fifth Third Tennis Championships at
UK’s Boone Tennis Complex. Last fall, Witten finished as the runner-up at the ITA National

Indoor Championships to record his second career national runner-up finish.

The Witten File

Who would you most like to meet? Eminem

Favorite place to vacation: Naples, Fla. (home) or somewhere in the Caribbean

Most memorable sports moment: Freshman year, when we reached the NCAA elite eight

If a movie were to be made about you, who would you like to portray your Will Ferrell

One lesson my parents taught me is: Winning isn't everything,...its how you play the game.

Daniel Cruz
CLASS: Senior SPORT: Men's Swimming & Diving

hen most Kentucky fans associate SEC and NCAA championships with UK athlet-
sketball immediately comes to mind. But fans need to take note of
sport as championship season approaches.
hat sport is swimming, and one student-athlete to keep an eye on is senior swimmer
Daniel Cruz. A breakout junior season saw Cruz miss an SEC title by a mere .03 seconds,
by .18 seconds. The senior All-Ame:

first SEC men’s swimming cham-

while missing out on an NCAA cro rom Palm
Coast, Fla., made amends last month, becoming Kentucky
pion in 48 years when he captured the men’s 200 butterfly at the SEC Championships in

Gainesville, Fla. His time of 6 rewrote his own school record and set a new pool reco
at Florida’s O’Connell
Center Natatorium.
Cruzs story is one of triumph through adversi-
He was involved in a serious auto acciden
0, when he spent a portion of

his childhood in Nev

how well he would be able to walk or

ork. Doctors pondered

would
even be able to walk again. After spending several
hours in a swimming pool each week to rehabili-

tate and strengthen his leg, Daniel not only began

walking again but also turned into quite a swim-

mer. As a result, Cruz earned an athletic scholar-

ship, and the rest is hi He owns school

CLASS: Junior SPORT: Women's Golf

or golfer Laura Clemmons, having
Fshoulder surgery last season did-
n't lessen her commitment to the Ken-
tucky golf team. In fact, Clemmons
saw the time away from the golf
course as an opportunity to represent the
team in a number of other ways.

As the team’s community outreach representative,
she has been active in the community working with
elementary school children, the Hope Center and
Southland Christian Church.

“I enjoy getting out in the community,” Clemmons said. “It
makes my day to see how excited the kids are, and what a differ-
ence we are making in their lives.”

“Laura is an exceptional person and truly talented,” head coach
Stephanie Barker said. “Laura is a leader with her actions as well as
with her words. It is nice to see our student-athletes be successful
in the classroom and on the course, but yet be so involved with
the community.”

A native of Mayfield, Ky., Clemmons has grown from her experi-
ences outside of the golf course, and is ready to make an impact with

the team this season.

The Clemmons File

Favorite place to vacation: I love Destin, Fla., but anywhere
warm and on the beach really. T went to Curacao on a
cruise once and I would love to go back. It was beauti-
ful.

If a movie was made about you, who would h
you want to portray you? Gwyneth Paltrow,
maybe? She seems very intelligent and down to earth. I
would want someone respectable to play me.

Most memorable sports moment: I know it was a long time ago, but my junior year in high
school my golf team won the regional tournament. We were all such good friends and were so
excited because we were the underdogs. It was one of my first real accomplishments in golf.

My advice to youngsters is: You have to be passionate about whatever you are doing in order to
excel in that area. Learn as much as you can and focus on what you love.

One word description of UK: Exciting

records in the 100 and 200-butterfly events and co-owns school marks in the 400 and 800-

freestyle relays and the 200 and 400-medley relays. In 2004, he nearly won conference and

national titles, and in July, Cruz found himself in the finals of the U.S. Olympic Trials in
Long Beach, Calif.
uz has automatically qualified for several events at this month’s NCAA Championships
at Minnesota and is one of the favorites to capture the 200 butterfly.
So, Wild

t fans, keep one eye on the basketball court, but keep another eye on

another Cat “Cruz-ing” for a national title.

The Cruz File
Who would you most like to mr
Michael Jordan
Favorite place to vacation: Cozumel, Mexico
Most memorable spor
the finals of the 200:
the 200 butterfly
My adv
mind to it, you can accomplish anything.
show: Nip/Tuc

moment: Making

If you put your

Favorite T'




Meet the Cats

Michelle Gales

CLASS: Senior SPORT: Gymnastics

sales has been

T he floor is her stage and 9.9 is her number. Senior Michelle

entertaining UK gymnastics fans with her powerful floor exercises since her
freshman year. Performing with near flawless precision to her choice of eclectic music
Gales’ routines typically move the crowd to stand up, clap its hands and tap its feet.

e is an inspiration to young gymnasts who flock to Memorial seum to watch
her fly through the air on passes and land with amazing grace.

Gales is in her fourth and final season as a UK gymnast after an impressive junior cam-
paign. As a junior she recorded the team’s top score against Ball State on floor with a 9.95
and was UK’s leader in the all-around with a 39.400 average. Gales’ signature floor routine
earned her six consecutive 9.9-plus marks and guided her to the NCAA Regional, where
she earned a 39.025 all-around score.

“The floor is my favorite event, so I go out the hardest to keep up my reputation,” said
Gales. “Tt feels really good to entertain the crowd. I pick music that will guarantee crowd
interaction.”

As co-captain of this year’s squad, Gales has team on and off
the floor. She recorded her first 9.9 of the season against Arkansas on floor, marking the
19th time she has earned i

ore of 9.9 or higher. Gales is an inspiration to not only her

teammates, but to aspiring young gymnasts that dream of flying as high as she has in her
years as a Kentucky gymnast.
“It has been a fun experience being a UK athlete,” said the merchandising major from

Atlanta,
The Gales []

“It has helped me get involved and has been a great opportunity.”
Favorite place to vacation: Anywhere there are amusement parks, but not just any
ment parks: the top 10 amusement parks.
Favorite TV s

If a movie w

AlZ—pound ball, a flying disc and a 35-

pound weight are a field-event man’s best
friends, particularly for sophomore Andy Fry-
man. The Maysville, Ky., native ended his high
school career as one of Sports Illustrated’s “Faces
in the Crowd,” the Kentucky state champion in
both the shot put and discus and a Track and
Field News All-American in both events.

Fryman left high school and entered a pro-
gram with an excellent reputation and one of the
nation’s best field event performers—Jeff Chak-
ouian. While Chakouian’s size and accomplish-
ments would be intimidating to many, Fryman
saw that as opportunity.

“[Coming to Kentucky] was both intimidating

and inspirational,” said Fryman. “Intimidating

because I was not as big as Jeff, but the fact that
could possibly get that big and have everything come together like he did was inspirational.”
Fryman has since emerged as an outstanding collegiate athlete in his own right. In a very
short period of time, he has won numerous titles and set the UK freshman school record
with a toss of 175-1 in the discus. At Florida State, in 2004, he landed fifth on the Kentucky
top throws list in the hammer throw with a heave of 169-04. Fryman also finished third in
the shot put at the US Junior National Championship. This season, after two meets, Fryman

had recorded a toss of 58-08 1/2 in the shot put and was ranked 15th in the nation.

The Fryman File

Who would you most like to meet? Pastor Joel Osteen of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas

Most memorable sports moment: Seeing Jeff Chakouian throw 66' 3" at Regionals last year
One lesson my parents taught me is: To believe that you can do anything that you put your
mind to

My advice to youngsters is: To strive for your goals, for God is your strength

One-word desctiption of UK: Wonderful

le years and Angela Bassett for the older me.

Most memorab] orts moment: When I tied Jenny Hansen’s all-time all-around [score]
st LSU my

r let anyone put me down or take advantage of

and won the all-around competition a ophomore year.
One lesson my parents taught me is: Ne
me. They also taught me that if I treat others with the utmost respect, I will be treated

with the same respect in return.

CLASS: Senior SPORT: Track and Field

o say that UK senior Beth Heimann has left

her mark on the University of Kentucky
track and field program is an understatement. A
three-time All-American, Heimann is a native of
Germantown, Ill., who has consistently improved
in every meet of her collegiate career.

“Coming to Kentucky, I had no idea I would
enjoy the success that I have had,” Heimann said.
“Being an All-American, one of the top runners
in the country, is such an honor. It is shocking
and hard to grasp.”

Heimann also owns the school record in both
the 800 meters and the 4x1,500 meter relay, proof’
that the senior will leave the Wildcats with her
name engraved in the school’s record books.

“Breaking records was something that I did
not expect,” said Heimann. “I want to keep
improving and accomplish more with the little time I have left as a college athlete.”

While Heimann has achieved a number of individual accomplishments, she has also proven her-
self as a leader on the UK squad willing to help her teammates.

“At Kentucky, we are given opportunities that other collegiate athletes are not. I am honored
to have had the opportunity to be an athlete under a great coaching staff. Looking back, it has
gone so fast. It feels like just yesterday that I was a sophomore, but the reality is that it’s slowly
coming to an end.”

Though her college days are numbered, Heimann plans to carry over her desire to help oth-
ers into the future. She is an elementary education major who wants her life’s work to focus on

helping young children.

The Heimann File

Who would you most like to meet? Roald Dahl. As a child, he was my favorite author and T still
enjoy reading his books.

Favorite place to vacation: Anywhere I can lay on the beach and relax

Most memorable sports moment: Placing sixth at indoor nationals last year

If Twon the lottery, the first thing T would buy is: A new, expensive wardrobe!

One-word description of UK: Excellence




2005 Baseball Preview
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Getting to know head coach

John Cohen Bomuet Michae

* Is an excellent recruiter. His 2
has been ranked one D0
n the nation.

* Named an assistant coach on the
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like turning back the
clock to the glory-
years of listening to
Cawood calling the
tip-off of yet another
big basketball clas-
sic,..”As we start the
first half, itll be the
Cats going from left to
right on your radio
dial.”

And as Rupp might say, “Why did it take so dagged gum
long?”

Perhaps, only the names of Rupp and Bryant have become
more synonymous with UK sports than the university’s long-
standing partnership with WHAS Radio of Louisville. The
original marriage began in the late 1930s. It seemed it would
last forever. That is until 1980, when UK gave up its No. 1
position on WHAS’ airwaves because a new, greedy rights hold-
er (American Radio Network) wanted to gouge more money
from the Louisville radio market and struck a deal with WAVE
Radio.

UL seized the opportunity and immediately took the No. 1
spot on WHAS.

By the time UK returned its radio rights to Host Commu-
nications six years later, the damage had been done. Not even
longtime sports media guru Jim Host, UK grad himself,
could sanitize the mess left behind and UK was forced to con-
tinue its secondary status with WHAS.

As time passed, few had little hope UK would ever again
regain its top position at WHAS, given Louisville’s aggressive
marketing projects over the past two decades along'with UL’s
successful drive to build a new football staditim, admittance to
the Big East Conference next fall and-hiring of popular coaches
suchas John L. Smith and Rick Pitino.

Then, all of a sudden, out’of the Kentucky blue, cante the
shocking news that vibrated throughout Kentucky<and around
the nation. Headlines flashed in Lexington and Louisville, not
to mention all the major internet sites, ESPN and many major
newspapers around the country.

News that Kentucky had reclaimed a part of Big Blu¢
Nation lost 25 years ago to its archrival brought rejuvenated life
to Wildcat Country.

The UK athletics department, along with Fost Communi¢
cations and Gray Communications, had engineered a come-
back far greater than Tubby Smith and his'Cats’ record-getting
60-58 comeback victory over the Cardinals a week latgr in
Freedom Hall.

The message was clear: “UK is Alive and Kicking.”)

UK will once again not only call WHAS home, but will
become the prodigal sof on the Big Blife Torch, so fo speak.

No. 1. First, last and always.

At least for a 10-year period starting in 2007. What UK
had been unable to accomplish in the past 25 years, a'pew UK
athletics administrative team joined with Host and Gray, to pull
off the coup. And it was no accident.

AD Mitch Barnhart is quick to share credit. He points otit
the effort and teamwork providedbyHost CEO TomiStulcz
and Gray’s Wayne Martin who played key roles in the negotia-
tions leading upito the final agreement with Cl:sgi- Channel.

The suddenly revitalized plan to reclai , though,
began'with the higi'né of Barnhart. - .

During the search for a new- Ehf;ncs director in 2002, UK

y

Wildcat Country

Kentucky's new contract with Clear Channel
Communications will mean, among other things,
expanded coverage of women’s basketball as well as

baseball, softball and other Olgmpic_sports.

president Lee Todd often indicated he would seek a person who
had capable business skills along with a commitment to aca-
demicaehievement and rules compliance, as well as one who
had experience at being successful at a major Division I institu-

tion.

In Dr. Todd’s eyes, Barnhart met those qualifications, espe™,

cially considéring his success at fmpraying the financial picture
at Oregon State University. When Barnhart fecruited Rob Mul-
lens and Rick Thompson to UK’s already solid staff<o under-
take the task of reestablishing.the football program and fepr-
ganizifig the department and many of tts. yarious sports, his tep
dssistants began making a short list of immedtate “must-do”
projects. 0 \\

Qe issue kept popping up when théy approachediJong-
e UK fans'and suppar(ers: ‘Thcy_wumed UKo reclaim top
priorityon WHAS Radio-Feuthe fal;?,\it was ab,much a macer

of “pride” afid “cgo™astrwas to be,able tg listen to all the fot-

went to college at Radford, worked at Marshall University in
West Virginia, where he often caught the play-by-play voice of
Cawood Ledford and versed himself well of Big Blue lore long
before coming to Kentucky.

In other words, no one needed to sell him on the idea of
reclaiming WHAS.

As far back as his first UK football contest, (UK’s 22-17
win over UL in 2002), Thompson had WHAS Radio at the top
of his “must do” list. His dedication to achieving this first hur-
dle was as obvious as the challenge. While Thompson was the
point man, Barnhart was no less enthused and involved. You
could tell that the moment Barnhart sported his first UK cap.

The day Barnhart accepted the job at UK, he wasted no
time in declaring Louisville and Jefferson County as “Big Blue
Country.” His comments rankled more than a few feathers.
Barnhart kept a low profile on the WHAS situation for the
next 24 months, but monitored the communications on a regu-
lar basis. Then, on Dec. 11, just moments before Kentucky was
to tip off its battle with Indiana at Freedom Hall, UK and
Barnhart announced its deal with Clear Channel before a huge
crowd of Jefferson County fans attending a pre-game rally.

The roar was as'loud as any game-winning Wildcat three-
pointer at Rupp Arena.

How did UK bag this “off-the-court” victory?

First, UK needed to develop a plan UL could not match.
And it did.

Kentucky’s huge fan base in the markets of Lexington,
Louisville aind Cincinnati, and the ability to sell a huge radio-
advertising inventory (perhaps as much as six hours on a game
day) through Host and-Gray Communications gave UK a posi-
tion of strength Louisville couldn’t match. UL, on the other,
hand, would have a very diffictilt time selling such an inventory
in“either Lexington or Cincinnati, where its fan base is relative-
ly smalt-as compared to UK’s.

Once UK suggested it wanted to negotiate a deal with
Clear Channel for all three markets, collectively, Kentucky
was in the driver’s seat. Clear Channel wouldihave a very
lycrative deal for its major stations in all three markets with
guatanteed revenue for aidecade, something that Louisville
cither ¢quld not or did notywant to commit to proyiding.

Addinga little pressure to'the process was a competing Lex-
ington radiostation (WVLK) which was aggressively séeking to

unseat WLAP ‘as the Big Blue torch in UK’s hometown.|Clear

“Channel certainly did not want tolose its lead ratings program

ih Lexington to one of its prime competitors.
Thus, the renewed marriage vows made a lot of sense for
both Clear Channel and UK to quickly say, “I do.”

The new deal certainly satisfies Louisville and Jefferson

bal and basketball games live Iy thel, \ 1
same station inst¢ad of having to‘hear}
rdplays|often. | |

To Barnhgre atd_his tgam‘, being No.

1 would be just-the tip- of th'e-iccberg. for

the ldndmarl; reco‘rd:breaking. radio

rights fee-for such a'deat. Bar;lhar[’s.rdp

macketing mait;-Rick Thompse, was

brouglit.on board to handle such chal-
_lenges.

His childhood background provided
him enough experience to understand the
value of not just the business side of

reclaiiming WHAS, but also the emotional

Perhaps only the
names of Rupp and
4 Elr-gant have become
morg synonymous
with UK sparts than
WHAS Radio of /

[ouisvile.

Cotinty alumni and fans, but it goes far
beyond. While the contract will make mil4
lions for Clear Chanpel Communications,
UK will make even more, thanks to its $80.5
million deal with Host and Gray.

Also included in the package with Clear
Channel is for UK[football and basketball to
Have all their games packaged on Radio Sta-
tion WSAI AM in Cincinnati, another,
50,000-watt clear channel station and
WIEAPRadio in Lexington. Along with
WHAS, UK's broadeasts will once again
reach practically everyone éast of the Missis=
sippi River in the USA.

:ingle. He’s a native of western Virginia,

= Unlike some times in the pas't, all three






