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The Dean’s Report, 1995–2005:
The First Ten Years—A Strong Foundation Built



The School of Continuing Education at Columbia University is a resource for those who wish to take their 
lives in new directions.

It is our mission to mount innovative instructional programs unavailable elsewhere at the University that 
meet Columbia’s standard of excellence, take good advantage of its resources, and produce positive 
educational outcomes for the members of our diverse student body. 

I expect that in the next decade the School will reach greater heights as it builds new partnerships with 
departments and schools within the University and with organizations beyond. Not only is the School a 
vibrant, exciting  graduate professional school, it also serves students of all ages at Columbia’s high level 
of quality, whether they seek a degree or not. The School will continue to be a center of curricular and 
programmatic innovation. And its master’s degree programs in particular will add mightily to the University’s 
larger contribution to the City of New York and the metropolitan area.

At the risk of immodesty, I conclude by saying that the hard (and fun) job of imagining, creating, and 
institutionalizing Columbia’s newest school has been completed. It has been both an honor and a privilege to 
serve as its founding dean. While new challenges and opportunities certainly lie ahead, the basic course for 
the School has been set. We have accomplished what we set out to do. This is then as good a moment as any for 
me to end my 28 years as a dean at the University. Though it will be a bittersweet moment, I will 
leave the deanship on June 30, 2006, with a feeling of great accomplishment. 

Frank Wolf, Dean

Dean’s Message
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TEXT

The scope of the School of Continuing Education 
extends far beyond evening classes for returning students. 

Unlike traditional schools of continuing education around the country, Columbia’s 
School of Continuing Education augments and provides access to the University’s 
Arts and Sciences courses. Degree candidates and nondegree students alike must 
apply to be admitted to the School, and our courses and programs serve not only 
nondegree and professional students, but hundreds of graduate and 
undergraduate Columbia matriculates every year. 

   
We currently offer:
  ❖    Eight

professional master’s degrees*

❖   Seven 
study abroad programs 

❖   Eight 
postbaccalaureate programs 

❖   Over 30  
high school program
curricular options

❖   Ten levels 
of ESL instruction plus four 
language learning specialties 

and

❖   Access to hundreds of Arts 
and Sciences courses at the 
University through Elective 
Studies (nondegree credit), 
Auditing, and the University 
Summer Session.

All told, the School of 

Continuing Education 

enrolls over 8,000 

students every year.  

And we 

are still growing.

Our ties are local and 
national, including:

❖   Twenty arrangements 
with Columbia professional 
schools and Arts and 
Sciences departments

❖   Seventeen partnerships 
with American colleges 
and universities

❖   Twelve overseas ventures 
with universities in Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America

* two programs pending final approval
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1995
The Division of Special Programs, precursor to the 
School of Continuing Education, created.

In response to recommendations made by the Strategic 
Planning Commission of the University, the School of 
General Studies is reorganized in June 1995. 

The Division of Special Programs is created to house the 
following nondegree programs previously located in the 
School of General Studies:

❖  ACCESS (customized corporate training initiative; ended 2001)

❖ American Language Program

❖ Auditing/Lifelong Learners Programs

❖ Columbia University in Paris at Reid Hall

❖  Computer Technology and Applications Program 
(ended 2005)

❖  Elective Studies (access to Arts and Sciences courses for 
nondegree students)

❖ Exchange Scholars arrangement

❖ Juilliard School cross-enrollment agreement

❖  Latin American Journalists Program (ended 2001)

❖  Manhattan School of Music Special Program in 
English

❖ Summer High School Programs

❖ Summer Session

❖  YIVO Summer Yiddish Program (ended 2004)

1996
First consortium and postbaccalaureate 
programs launched. 

The models for the programs that launch in 1996 will be 
replicated over the ensuing years, leading to substantial 
growth in Overseas and Postbaccalaureate Programs.

Programs launched:

❖ Berlin Consortium for German Studies 

❖ Postbaccalaureate Program in Business

1997
Renamed Continuing Education and Special Programs.

The Arts and Sciences Review Committee endorses the 
renaming of the Division of Special Programs, recogniz-
ing that Continuing Education eventually will become a 
degree-granting school. 

Programs launched:

❖ Second-Majors Program

❖ Summer Program in Scandiano (ended 2001)

1998
Programs launched:

❖  New York University Foreign Language Exchange 
arrangement (now administered by the Language Resource 
Center)

❖ Postbaccalaureate Program in Classics

❖ University of Barcelona Journalism Program

1999
Programs launched:

❖ Postbaccalaureate Program in Psychology

❖  Postbaccalaureate Program in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)

❖ Summer Language Program in Beijing

❖  School of International and Public Affairs Special 
Program in English

2000
Executive Committee formed.

In consultation with the Executive Committee of the 
Faculty of the Arts and Sciences and the Vice President 
of Arts and Sciences, and in anticipation of the Division 
of Special Programs becoming a degree-granting school, 
the Dean appoints a six-member Executive Committee. 
Composed of two faculty members each from the sci-
ences, social sciences, and humanities, the committee 
is responsible for the primary academic oversight of 
the Division as it begins to consider possible degree 
programs. The Dean serves as Chair of the Committee, 
the Associate Dean as Secretary, and the Vice President of 
Arts and Sciences ex officio.

Timeline 
 



history

2001
Proposal to create the School of Continuing Education, 
with authority to grant the master of 
science degree, approved by the University Senate.

Programs launched:

❖ Fudan University enrollment contract

2002
Board of Trustees grants final approval for the 
creation of the School of Continuing Education; the 
School becomes both a Faculty and a Department of 
Instruction in the Arts and Sciences.

Upon final approval, the School of Continuing Education 
launches its first master’s degree program, enrolling 36 
students in the program’s first class, and shifts program 
development to focus on degree programs. The Executive 
Committee, considering the professional emphasis of the 
School’s proposed degree programs, expands its mem-
bership to nine faculty: six from departments in the Arts 
and Sciences, three from the professional schools of the 
University.

Programs launched:

❖ Barcelona Experience (High School)

❖  Field Study in the Architecture of Medieval France 
(suspended 2005)

❖  Fundraising Management Certificate Program 
(subsumed by M.S. program in 2004)

❖  Geographical Information Systems (ended 2003)

❖ Master of Science in Strategic Communications

❖  Union Theological Seminary cross-enrollment 
agreement

2003

Programs launched:

❖ Postbaccalaureate Program in Biotechnology

❖  Postbaccalaureate Program in Ecology, Evolution, 
and Environmental Biology

❖  Postbaccalaureate Program in Quantitative Studies 
for Finance

2004

Two master’s degree programs launch this year, each 
the  culmination of intense program development and 
research. The School’s commitment to expanding its 
graduate degree offerings continues with several new 
M.S. programs entering into development, scheduled to 
be launched over the next two years. 

Programs launched:

❖ Evening Extension Program (ended 2005)

❖   Executive Master of Science in Technology 
Management

❖   Master of Science in Fundraising Management 

❖  Summer Business Chinese and Internship Program 
in Shanghai

2005

Programs launched:

❖ Academic Year in Beijing

❖ Columbia University Summer Program in Venice

❖ Master of Science in Landscape Design

2006

Programs planned:

❖  Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies
(SCE assumes administration July 1, 2006)

❖  Master of Science in Actuarial Science
(First enrollment expected fall 2006)

❖  Master of Science in Construction Administration 
(First enrollment expected fall 2006; pending Senate 
approval)

❖  Master of Science in Information and Archive 
Management (First enrollment expected fall 2006)

❖  Master of Science in Sports Management
(First enrollment expected fall 2006; pending Senate 
approval)

❖ Universidad Panamericana arrangement

❖  Waseda University enrollment contract

Our Programs
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 Revenues
Despite an almost “perfect storm” in the course of the decade with respect to the American Language Program—the Asian currency devaluations of 1997, the economic dislocations caused by 

banking scandals, the tightening of travel regulations in the wake of 9/11/01, and then the SARS outbreak in 2003—and despite the complete collapse of enrollments in the Computer Technology 
and Applications Program after the dot-com bubble burst, the School nonetheless managed to increase substantially its contributions to the University across this volatile period.
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TEXT

Our Programs

Over the past decade, the School of Continuing Education has developed an 
array of programs for students who seek a challenging academic experience in a 
wide variety of subject areas to fulfill a multitude of personal, academic, and 
professional goals. 

Our diverse offerings...

 ❖  prepare nondegree students for college, graduate school, 
and personal achievement.

 ❖ train master’s degree candidates for professional excellence.

 ❖  bring undergraduate students to Columbia to study as 
visiting students, or send them overseas to experience 
new cultures and ways of life.  

 ❖  provide college-level academic opportunities for high-achieving 
secondary school students during the academic year, and 
give secondary school students a taste of campus and academic 
life at the University over the summer.

 ❖  offer top-level English-as-a-second-language instruction to 
students who have academic, personal, and professional goals 
in the United States and beyond.  

 ❖  serve students who seek meaningful academic 
enrichment as auditors.

The School of Continuing Education strives to be an innovative unit within a 
University that prides itself on its traditions. Unlike traditional schools at 
Columbia, the scope of the School of Continuing Education is not restricted to 
a particular field of study or range of disciplines, but instead extends from the 
student-structured nondegree opportunities provided by Elective Studies to 
the demanding curricula of our professional Master of Science Programs.

The School of 

Continuing Education 

develops rigorous, focused 

academic programs in 

subjects not currently 

available at the University.
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 Master of Science Programs

Actuarial Science ❖ Construction Administration ❖ Fundraising Management 
❖ Information and Archive Management ❖ Landscape Design ❖ Sports 
Management ❖ Strategic Communications ❖ Technology Management

Since we began offering the M.S. in 2002, the School of Continuing Education has 
developed eight degree programs. Distinguished by their emphasis on practical 
application as well as academic rigor, these graduate programs reflect creative 

responses to a variety of industry needs. The programs provide applied profes-
sional education in fields widely represented in the metropolitan area and serve 
the needs of working individuals who strive for professional advancement.

Faculty are accomplished working professionals who bring expertise and cur-
rent industry perspectives into the classroom.  Often developed in association 
with other departments or entities at the University, the curricula rely heavily 
on courses developed and administered by the School. 

The graduate offering has increased steadily. The first degree program, the 
M.S. in Strategic Communications, enrolled 36 students in its first term. That 
number doubled the following year, and today 128 students are enrolled in the 

program. New degree programs were launched in 2004 and 2005 and we expect 
to enroll students in our four most recent M.S. programs in fall 2006.

Total number of M.S. graduates to date: 71

M.S. students enrolled, fall 1995: n/a*

M.S. students enrolled, fall 2005: 263

*first program offered in fall 2002
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our programs

Nondegree Study
Creative Writing Nondegree Study ❖ Elective 
Studies ❖ Foreign Language Nondegree Study 

Among major research institutions in the U.S., 
Columbia is unique in that it provides access 
to the majority of standard Arts and Sciences 
courses for nondegree students. Through the 
programs offered by the School, qualified 
nondegree students have the opportunity to 
enroll in courses on a space-available basis. 

Every term more than 900 nondegree students take classes offered through the depart-
ments of the Arts and Sciences. These students pursue a variety of goals, from graduate 
school preparation to personal enrichment to professional advancement. 

Nondegree students enrolled, fall 1995: 796

Nondegree students enrolled, fall 2005: 987

Most popular departments: Biology, Economics, History, Mathematics, Psychology

Auditing
Auditing ❖ Lifelong Learners

The Auditing and Lifelong Learners Programs allow noncredit listening access to lecture 
courses in the Arts and Sciences for personal enrichment. The Lifelong Learners Program 
welcomes all auditors over 65 years of age and provides access to a special lecture 
series; the Auditing Program is available to all interested students, including alumni of the 
University’s schools.

Auditing students enrolled, fall 1995: figures unavailable

Auditing students enrolled, fall 2005: 158

Arrangements with Other Institutions
Fudan University (Shanghai, China) ❖ Juilliard School ❖ Manhattan School of Music ❖ New 
York University ❖ Union Theological Seminary ❖ Universidad Panamericana (Guadalajara, 
Mexico) ❖ University of Barcelona (Barcelona, Spain) ❖ Waseda University (Tokyo, Japan)

The School of Continuing Education has its own agreements with Fudan University, the 
Manhattan School of Music, and Waseda University, by which groups of students from 
those institutions enroll at the School of Continuing Education at reduced rates of tuition. 
The School also serves as the enrollment home for students under certain University agree-
ments with the Juilliard School, New York University, and Union Theological Seminary. 
The School has two distinct arrangements with the University of Barcelona: the School 
offers a certificate program in journalism in collaboration with the Graduate School of 
Journalism to University of Barcelona students, and the Summer Program for High School 
Students operates a one-month program each summer at the University of Barcelona. The 
American Language Program also offers specialized English language courses through the 
Universidad Panamericana.

Arts and Sciences Courses

www.ce.columbia.edu the dean’s report    
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 Overseas Programs

Beijing ❖ Berlin ❖ Kyoto ❖ 

Paris ❖ Shanghai ❖ Venice

The number and scope of the School’s Overseas 
Programs have grown significantly over the 
last 10 years, as have the campus, national, 
and international partnerships that drive and 

administer these programs. The 
aim of these collaborative efforts is 
to provide, primarily for Columbia 
undergraduates and qualified visit-
ing students, high-quality oppor-
tunities for linguistic and cultural 
immersion.

The School administers vibrant 
study abroad programs for both 
visiting and Columbia undergradu-
ates in several cities around the 

world. These programs offer intensive lan-
guage study, myriad opportunities for cultural 
and geographic exploration, and the chance 
to meet students from colleges across the 

nation. Working in collaboration 
with departments in the Arts and 
Sciences, Overseas Programs also 
develops and administers summer 
specialty programs in cities that 
offer particular educational and cul-
tural interest.

Overseas Programs students 
enrolled, 1995–1996: 186

Overseas Programs students 
enrolled, 2005–2006: 382

The University Summer Session

In the last 10 years, academic standards and 
student satisfaction have remained high for the 
Summer Session, and summer revenues have 
nearly doubled. The Summer Session provides 
quality courses to Columbia students and qual-
ified visiting students who wish to study dur-
ing the summer months. The Summer Session 
was initiated in 1900 with one six-week session 
offering 30 courses. Today it is the official sum-
mer term of the University, offering hundreds 
of courses throughout the Arts and Sciences. 

The Summer Session extends and complements the academic year for undergraduate 
and graduate Columbia students, and opens the intellectual and physical resources of the 
University to nondegree students and visiting students from other institutions. 

Summer Session students enrolled, 1995: 1,821

Summer Session students enrolled, 2005: 2,325

Postbaccalaureate Certificate Programs

Biotechnology ❖ Business ❖ Classics ❖ 

Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology 

❖ Psychology ❖  Quantitative Studies for 
Finance ❖ Second Majors ❖ Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL)

The Postbaccalaureate Programs began in 
1996 with the business program. Today there 
are eight diverse offerings in the Arts and 
Sciences. These programs provide preparation 

for graduate study or career change or advancement and are designed and administered 
cooperatively with departments in the Arts and Sciences, several of which provide support 
and advising for graduate school application. 

Number of certificates awarded since programs began: 165

 Postbaccalaureate students enrolled, fall 1995: n/a*

Postbaccalaureate students enrolled, fall 2005: 150

* first program offered 1996



our programs

High School Programs

Barcelona ❖ New York

The School of Continuing Education’s Summer 
Programs for High School Students will cel-
ebrate its 20th anniversary in 2007. Since their 
inception these programs have experienced 
steady and robust growth, providing talented 
secondary school students with opportuni-
ties to study disciplines of interest in greater 
depth than they are typically able to do in high 
school. The New York City summer program, 

offering over 30 curricular options, is attended by commuters and residential students 
alike. It serves students seeking accelerated or intensive study of a specific subject area, 
and students who seek challenging and supportive college preparation. The Barcelona 
Experience, a summer study abroad opportunity, gives high school students a taste of 
Spanish culture and language.

Summer High School Programs students enrolled, 1995: 381

Summer High School Programs students enrolled, 2005: 1,222

American Language Program

Advanced Academic Preparation ❖ College 
Composition for International Students ❖ 

English for Professional Purposes ❖ Fluency 
and Listening ❖ Intensive Programs ❖ Part-Time 
Study ❖ Postbaccalaureate Program in TESOL  
❖ Pronunciation ❖ Services for the University 
Community ❖ TOEFL Preparation

The American Language Program (ALP) is 
distinguished as a leader in English-as-a-
second-language curriculum design. Established 

in 1911, the ALP offers high-quality language courses and other academic support for full-
time language students and international students in degree programs at the University. 
Basic and intensive programs are offered to assist students with English grammar, pro-
nunciation, fluency, listening and reading comprehension, and writing. Specific tracks are 
geared toward professionals in business, law, international and public affairs, and music.

  ALP students enrolled, 1995–1996: 2,284

 ALP students enrolled, 2005–2006: 1714

www.ce.columbia.edu the dean’s report    13
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Ahmad Azadi, 34

Originally from:  Iran and Germany

Program:  M.S. in Strategic Communications 

I wanted to get a master’s degree to 
breathe life into my hemorrhaging career. 
I looked at my résumé and was trying to 
figure out what the underlying connection 
was with film, online auctions, and the UN. 
I concluded that the common denominator 
was communication. 

The program has improved my writing, 
presentation, analysis, and critical think-
ing skills. My thesis focused on how to 
improve communications for the UN Global 
Compact and the Millennium Development 
Goals. Recently I found out that my rec-
ommendations to the Global Compact 
are actually being implemented. Now I 
am much more confident in the skill set 
I present to my employer, and I am confi-
dent that UN management will upgrade my 
temporary employment status to a perma-
nent position.

Francesca Slade, 17

Originally from:  Atlanta and New Haven

Program:  Elective Studies 
(Visiting High School)

By the end of ninth grade, I had completed 
enough math at The Brearley School that I 
was able to take calculus at Columbia over 
the summer. I enjoyed the class so much 
that I continued taking 10 semesters of 
math, physics, and theoretical computer 
science classes. I have almost complet-
ed the requirements for a math major at 
Columbia. I just found out that I’ve been 
accepted to Cambridge and Yale and I’m 
looking forward to starting college!

Matthew Kirkpatrick, 34

Originally from: North Carolina

Program:  Elective Studies 
(Postgraduate Nondegree)

I decided that I wanted to pursue a career 
in experimental psychology, but my 
undergraduate work didn’t prepare me for 
admission to competitive psychology Ph.D. 
programs. I needed to take challenging 
courses that would both help my chances of 
admission and prepare me properly for the 
kind of research that I wanted to do. 

Being able to take courses here as a 
nondegree student gave me a broad and 
deep education. I was able to learn from 
leading researchers, to take the kinds of 
courses that allowed me to further define 
my interests and understanding of the field, 
and to interact with motivated and intel-
ligent students. Successfully completing 
the courses I took as a nondegree student 
at Columbia helped me apply to graduate 
school with the confidence that I would not 
only gain admission (I will be starting in 
Columbia’s graduate program in fall 2006) 
but also be properly prepared to do good 
work in the field. 

Daniel Ansong, 16

Originally from: Ghana, West Africa

Program:  Summer Program for 
High School Students 
(College Preparatory program)

Columbia is one of the best universities in 
the nation and chances like this only come 
once in a lifetime. I heard Columbia had a 
great campus and I was excited to enjoy 
the city life as well. My brother had attend-
ed the summer program and he told me 
about the many facilities at the University 
and  about the opportunities I would have 
by coming to Columbia. 

My goal for that summer was to see what 
college life was like, so I could better pre-
pare for it. The college prep program was 
the perfect way to do this. It showed me 
how much work I would have to handle, 
how difficult the work would be, and the 
amount of time I would have to do it all. 
I also got a chance to study at a more 
advanced level than we usually do in high 
school.

 



The programs offered by the School of Continuing Education 
bring a diverse student population to the campus.

More than 1,000 high school students study subjects that range 
from biological conservation and theoretical physics to globalization 
and narrative representation in religion every summer. 

Approximately 150 seniors audit courses through the Lifelong Learners 
Program each term.

Approximately 2,300 Summer Session students, including undergraduate 
and graduate visiting students, enroll each year.

Fifteen Exchange Scholars from institutions around the world engage in a 
variety of academic pursuits through the School each year.

Nearly 300 M.S. students bring their professional expertise in areas from 
technology management to landscape design into the classroom each term.

Nearly 2,000 nondegree students each year come to the School of 
Continuing Education for elective study, postbaccalaureate study, or personal 
enrichment each year.

Over 2,000 American Language Program students come to learn English 
each year.

Annually, our Overseas Programs serve nearly 400 students from Barnard, 
Columbia College, the School of General Studies, and other American 
colleges and universities.

Our Students

The School’s student body 

enriches the University, 

bringing to the campus 

students from across 

the country and 

around the world.
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 Gender Representation

Master of Science Programs
Fall 1995

No statistics; first program offered 2002

Fall 2005

Women  148 (58.5%) 
Men  105

Postbaccalaureate Certificate Programs
Fall 1995

No statistics; first program offered 1996

Fall 2005

Women  81 (54%) 
Men 69 

Nondegree Study in the Arts and Sciences
Fall 1995

Women  464 (58.3%)
Men  332

Fall 2005

Women 535 (54.2%)
Men 452

American Language Program
Fall 1995

Women  342 (50.5%)
Men 336

Fall 2005

Women  371 (60%)
Men 247

Age Range

Fall 1995

Oldest student: 75
Youngest student: 16

Fall 2005
Oldest student: 81
Youngest student: 15

Home Country Representation: 
American Language Program

The student body of the American Language Program 
is composed mainly of international students. In the fall 
2005 term, students’ home countries were represented 
as follows:

 East Asia: 84%
 Europe: 6%
 Latin America: 5%
 Middle East: 3%
 South Asia, Africa, and North America: 2%

Self-Disclosed Ethnicity

Figures are aggregates of all students registered at the 
School of Continuing Education.

 Fall 1995 Fall 2005

American Indian 3 1

Asian 90 109

Bi/Multiracial* n/a 23

Black 51 67

Dominican* n/a 4

Hispanic 37 59

Mexican* n/a 7

Other 21 20

Puerto Rican 4 9

South Asian 13 56

Southeast Asian 1 18

White Non-Hispanic 461 871

*  categories not included on self-disclosure questionnaire in 1995



Nondegree Students 
in the Metropolitan Area (spring 2006)

Ne wJersey

80

49
55

Union Square / 
Lower East Side

Gramercy Park / 
Murray Hill

BRONX-34

STATEN ISLAND-4

BROOKLYN-116

QUEENS-85

NEW JERSEY-125

4

33

17
37

74181

75

WESTCHESTER-52
ROCKLAND-17

CONNECTICUT-32

LONG ISLAND-33

Washington 
Heights / Inwood

Upper West Side

Central Harlem / 
Morningside Heights

Chelsea / Clinton

Greenwich 
Village / Soho

Lower Manhattan

Upper East Side

East Harlem

MANHATTAN-605
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International Exchange Sites as of May 2006

Berlin

Paris

Venice

Barcelona

Shanghai

Beijing

Tokyo

Kyoto

New York

Guadalajara



The School of Continuing Education around the World

The School of Continuing Education develops and manages 
a number of study abroad opportunities for students 

from Columbia and institutions around the nation.  

In collaboration with universities in Europe and Asia, the School currently 
administers seven study abroad programs that augment the undergraduate 
offering at the University and serve undergraduates from several Columbia 
schools as well as those from colleges and universities around the country.

These programs offer intensive language study, challenging academics, and 
cultural enrichment opportunities during the academic year and the summer. 

The School also serves an important role for international 
students who come to the Morningside campus to study.  

National representation throughout our many programs truly covers the globe: 
in the spring 2005 term, a total of 48 countries were represented among 
students enrolled in non-ESL courses.  

Additionally, 99.9 percent of the students enrolled in ESL courses through the 
American Language Program came from countries other than the United States. 

The School of Continuing 

Education fosters 

relationships with 

academic institutions 

around the world, 

augmenting learning 

opportunities for Columbia 

students and opening 

Columbia’s gates 

to students and scholars 

from other countries. 
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China

  Summer Language Program 
in Beijing

  Peking University

  Summer Business Chinese and 
Internship in Shanghai

  Shanghai Jiao Tong University

  Semester or Academic Year 
in Beijing

  Tsinghua University

  Fudan University 
enrollment contract

  Fudan University

France

  Columbia University in Paris 
at Reid Hall—Summer, Semester, 
and Academic Year

  Institut d’Etudes Politiques

  University of Paris IV

  University of Paris VII

   Columbia University (School 
of Continuing Education, 
Columbia College, School of 
General Studies)

  Barnard College 

  University of Pennsylvania

Germany

  Berlin Consortium for German 
Studies—Semester and Academic 
Year

  Freie Universität Berlin

U.S. Member Institutions:

 University of Chicago

  Columbia University (School 
of Continuing Education, 
Columbia College, School of 
General Studies)

 Barnard College 

 Cornell University 

 Johns Hopkins University 

 University of Pennsylvania 

 Princeton University 

Associate Member Institution:

 Vassar College

Italy

  Columbia University Summer 
Program in Venice

  Ca’ Foscari University

Japan

  Kyoto Consortium for Japanese 
Studies—Academic Year

 U.S. Member Institutions:

 Boston University

 Brown University

 Cornell University 

 Emory University 

 Harvard University

 Princeton University

 Stanford University

 University of Chicago 

 University of Pennsylvania 

 Washington University 

 Yale University

 Associate Member Institutions:

 University of Michigan

 University of Virginia

  Waseda University 
enrollment contract

  Waseda University

Mexico

Universidad Panamericana 
arrangement

  Universidad Panamericana

Spain

  The Barcelona Experience 
(Summer High School Programs)

  University of Barcelona

  University of Barcelona 
Journalism Program 

  University of Barcelona

Overseas Links and Participating Institutions



around the world

Linnéa Ottervik, 24

Barnard College, Class of 2006

Originally from: 

Sweden

Programs:

Columbia Chinese Language Program  

Berlin Consortium for German Studies in Berlin

I am a senior at Barnard College, majoring in economics 
and political science, focusing on growth and sustain-
able development with a pan-Asian perspective: Japan, 
Korea, China.

I came to Barnard with a deep interest in Asian affairs 
and Chinese. The Columbia Chinese Language Program 
became a natural extension of my studies here. It offered 
an intensive eight-week course of language immersion, 
of conversations and studies, of literature and poetry, of 
news and politics, and of everyday life. The intensity and  
breadth of the program elevated my language skills and 
brought my understanding of China to a whole new level. 

German, as one of the main languages of Europe, was 
my other anchor point. The Berlin Consortium for German Studies (BCGS) offered an 
academically rigorous program at the Freie Universität and provided a six-week home-
stay before the semester started. The homestay was an invaluable opportunity to be a 
part of a family’s everyday life and it provided an important social connection before my 
studies began. As a BCGS student I studied alongside other Freie Universität students, 
doing research, giving presentations, and writing papers. The program offered not just 
a semester-long visit, but a real opportunity to be immersed as a full-time student at a 
German university.

Living and studying abroad is about getting to see the world from a different angle. 
Traveling is about getting to see yourself from a different perspective. It connects you 
to places you thought were foreign and it gives you a glimpse of all the problematic, 
interesting, wonderful complexities that are contained in a small area on a map. Cooking 
panbiff with my grandmother in her small kitchen will always be home to me. But my 
travels have also added Beijing Kaoya, Mapo Dofu, and Spargel mit Schinken to my list of 
favorite recipes. 

After four years at Barnard I feel as at home in New York as in Beijing or Berlin and see 
my future at the crossroads of these great cities.
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“I believe that 
languages are the 

vehicles of the mind 
and that grabbing 

the opportunity to go 
outside one’s own 

cultural comfort zone 
offers a door, or key 

hole, to a different 
perspective and a 

richer understanding 
of the world.” 
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Over the past 10 years, the School of Continuing Education has developed an 
academic scope that encompasses relationships with other schools at the University 
and institutions outside its gates, as well as an ever-expanding course offering and 
faculty. The programs offered share in common the ideal of academic excellence 
and the goal of helping students change their lives through challenging study. 

The School collaborates with departments 
and schools at the University.

Intra-Columbia collaborations—such as the undergraduate business offering that 
now supports not only our Postbaccalaureate Program in Business but also fulfills 
requirements for Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science 
students—continue to be successful and valuable to the University community. 
Our Postbaccalaureate and Overseas Programs, along with the Summer Session 
and Summer High School Programs, are the products of successful and mutually 
beneficial collaborative efforts with other departments in the Arts and Sciences.

The School mounts its own graduate and noncredit courses.

The courses mounted by the School of Continuing Education have been 
developed to support the School’s programs and are reviewed and approved 
by an Executive Committee made up of tenured faculty in the Arts and Sciences 
and professional schools.  

The School administers several 
arrangements with local institutions.  

The School of Continuing Education administers a series of exchange programs 
that serve Columbia graduates and undergraduates and the students at several 
New York City schools. These programs help students by providing access to 
courses and subject areas not offered by their home institutions. 

Local Partnerships

The School of Continuing 

Education partners with, 

and provides services for, 

other schools at Columbia 

and also initiates exchange 

programs that reach beyond 

the University’s gates. 
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American Language Program

Summer and Academic Year 
 Programs in Beijing

Berlin Consortium for German Studies

Field Study in the Architecture 
of Medieval France

Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies

M.S. in Actuarial Science

M.S. in Construction Administration

Columbia University in Paris at Reid Hall

Graduate School of Business*
Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 

Applied Science
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences*
School of International and Public Affairs*
School of Law
School of Social Work*

Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures*

Barnard College
Columbia College
Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 

Applied Science
School of General Studies

Department of 
Art History and Archaeology*

Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures

Department of Statistics

Department of Civil Engineering
Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 

Applied Science*

Barnard College
Columbia College
Department of French and Romance 

Philology
School of General Studies

 Postbaccalaureate Program in Biotechnology

Postbaccalaureate Program in Business

Postbaccalaureate Program in Classics

Postbaccalaureate Program in Psychology

Postbaccalaureate Program in 
Ecology, Evolution, and 
Environmental Biology

Postbaccalaureate Program in 
Quantitative Studies for Finance

Russian Practicum

Summer Business Chinese and 
Internship Program in Shanghai

Students Registering through the 
School of Continuing Education

Summer High School Programs

University of Barcelona 
Journalism Program

Summer Program in Venice

Department of Biological Sciences*

Graduate School of Business*
Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 

Applied Science*

Department of Classics*

Department of Psychology*

Department of Ecology, Evolution, and 
Environmental Biology*

Departments of Mathematics and Statistics*

Harriman Institute*

Department of East Asian Languages 
and Cultures*

Center for Environmental Research and 
Conservation 

Department of Classics–Egyptian 
Archaeology program*

Fu Foundation School of Engineering and 
Applied Science*

Graduate School of Journalism*

Departments of Art History and Archaeology 
and Italian*

Curricular and Financial Arrangements with Columbia Departments, Divisions, and Schools

*  indicates a financial agreement in addition to academic arrangements



local partnerships

Working with the University

The School is programmatically engaged across the Arts and Sciences departments and 
with other schools through course offerings, as well as local and overseas ventures that 
provide revenue sharing opportunities.

It works closely with the Department of Germanic Languages on the Berlin program, 
with the Department of French and Romance Philology on the Paris program, and with 
East Asian Languages and Cultures on programs in China.  

The School collaborates with the Graduate School of Journalism on a small program for 
journalists in Barcelona. It works with the Graduate School of Business in mounting a 
series of business courses for undergraduates and our own graduate students. From time 
to time the School also hires faculty in professional schools to offer courses specifically for 
students in our graduate programs. The American Language Program provides special-
ized courses for international students at the School of Law, the Graduate School of 
Business, the School of International and Public Affairs, and the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences, and provides English language proficiency testing for virtually all 
divisions of the University.

Through the Summer Program for High School Students, the School has worked with the 
School of Engineering and Applied Science to mount a course in engineering design, 
the School of the Arts to offer programs in writing and theatre arts, and any number of 
Arts and Sciences departments to offer courses taught by graduate students, providing 
them with valuable professional experience.  

Advising for postbaccalaureate students has been provided by representatives from seven 
departments, including the Department of Biological Sciences, the Department of 
Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology, and the Department of Psychology, 
to name a few.

Additionally, students in two programs register through the School of Continuing 
Education: the Department of Classics–Egyptian Archeology program and the Center 
for Environmental Research and Conservation. 

In 2005–2006 the summer and academic year program partnerships with academic 
departments yielded approximately $451,000 in incremental revenues for the Departments 
of Art History, Biology, Classics, East Asian Languages and Cultures, Ecology, Evolution 
and Environmental Biology, Mathematics, Middle East and Asian Languages and Cultures, 
Psychology, and Statistics, as well as the Harriman Institute and the Fu Foundation School 
of Engineering and Applied Science.

A comprehensive list of our intra-University arrangements is provided at left.

Local Inter-Institution Arrangements

Juilliard School 
The School of Continuing Education receives Juilliard undergraduate and graduate students.

New York University
Selected NYU students enroll in Columbia language courses through the School of 
Continuing Education.

Manhattan School of Music
The American Language Program provides English language instruction for Manhattan 
School of Music students.

Union Theological Seminary
Seminary students cross-enroll in Columbia courses.

The University has general cross-enrollment agreements with the Juilliard School and 
with Union Theological Seminary that allow students from each institution to enroll in 
courses at the other institution without an exchange of tuition. Columbia also has a more 
limited language exchange agreement with New York University. The School of Continuing 
Education is the enrollment home for students enrolling at Columbia under these several 
agreements. Finally, the School of Continuing Education has its own enrollment contract 
with the Manhattan School of Music, for which it provides English-as-a-second-language 
courses through the American Language Program. 
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Academic Year Courses Offered by the School of Continuing Education

Focusing on practical, applied learning, the courses address both academic foundations and solid skills adaptable to today’s working world. 
Over the years, an increasing number of graduate and undergraduate students at the University have been drawn to the relevance and utility of these courses. 

Business
BUSI F3001 Introductory Finance
BUSI W3003  Corporate Finance
BUSI W3008  Options and Futures
BUSI W3010  Managing Human Behavior in the Org 
BUSI W3020   Intro to Mktng/Mktng Mgmnt
BUSI K4010   Managing Human Behavior in the Org
BUSI K4020   Intro to Mktng/Mktng Mgmnt

Communications
COMM  K4000  Strat Comm in the 21st Cent
COMM K4005   Strat Comm: Analysis, Theory, and Ethics
COMM K4010  Positioning and Comm Strategy
COMM K4015   Survey and Analysis of Comm Practice
COMM K4110 Introduction to Market Research
COMM K4120 Writing for the Media
COMM K4121  Internal Comm
COMM K4130  Working with the Media
COMM K4131  Corporate Comm
COMM K4140  Comm in the Digital Age
COMM K4150   Strategy and Creativity in Today’s

Marketplace
COMM K4160  Political Comm
COMM K4170  Crisis Comm
COMM K4180 Consumer Behavior & Mktng Strategy
COMM K4200  Integrated Brand Comm
COMM K4201   Advertising and Integrated Comm
COMM K4202  Mktng for Nonprofits
COMM K4205  Advanced Writing Workshop
COMM K4210  Global Comm
COMM K4215  Comm Case Analysis
COMM K4220   Learning to Lead: Effective Comm
COMM K4225  Delivering the Strategic Message
COMM K4230  Evaluation & Measurement
COMM K4900   Advanced Comm Project

Fundraising
FUND K4310  Nonprofit Boards
FUND K4320  Nonprofit Financial Mgmnt
FUND K4325  Portfolio Mgmnt
FUND W4370  Fundraising Essentials
FUND W4375  Research for Fundraising Professionals
FUND W4377  Major Gifts
FUND W4379  Planned Giving
FUND W4380  Annual Campaigns
FUND W4382  Capital Campaigns
FUND K4390  Adv Fundraising/Nonprofit Mgmnt Proj

Landscape
LAND K4102  Plant Materials: Woody Trees and Shrubs, I
LAND K4103   Plant Materials: Woody Trees and Shrubs, II
LAND K4112   Landscape Tech: Site Grading & Drainage
LAND K4113  Landscape Tech: Construction & Site Details
LAND K4200   Hist & Thry of Gardening & Landscp 

Design
LAND K4210 Graphics & Landform Modeling
LAND K4404   Landscp Des Studio, I: Site Analysis & 

Schematic Design
LAND K4405  Landscp Des Studio, II: Design Developmnt

Technology Management
TMGT K4103  Corp Finance for the Tech Manager
TMGT K4112  Web, Internet, and E-Commerce 

Reengineering for Business
TMGT K4116  Tech in the Business Environment
TMGT K4118   Behavioral Challenges in Tech Mgmnt
TMGT K4120  IT & Operations Mgmnt
TMGT K4122 IT Project Mgmnt
TMGT K4123  Managing Emerging Technologies
TMGT K4124  Knowledge Mgmnt
TMGT K5101  Exec Sem: Product Realization
TMGT K5101  Exec Sem: Tech Mgmnt
TMGT K5201  Exec Sem: Strategic Planning & Mktng
TMGT K5301 Exec Sem: Operations Mgmnt

American Language Program
ENGL Z0012
ENGL Z0106
ENGL Z0004
ENGL Z0008
ENGL Z0035
ENGL Z0045

ENGL Z0089  Adv. Academic Preparation
ENGL Z0014  Special Program in English for Business
ENGL Z0014  Special Program in English for Law
ENGL Z0015   Special Program in English for

International and Public Affairs
ENGL Z0456   Special Program in English for Manhattan

School of Music

ENGL Z0003
ENGL Z0006
ENGL Z0102
ENGL Z0104

ENGL Z0519  Advanced Fluency and Listening
ENGL Z0719  Pronunciation Workshop
ENGL Z0919  TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign

Language) Preparation
ENGL Z1003  College Composition for International
 Students
ENGL Z0850  International Teaching Fellows Training 
 (For GSAS, SEAS, SSW)
PEDG G4000  International Language Teaching Fellows
 Pedagogy (for GSAS)
ENGL Z0013  Tutorial in English

Part-Time English (Integrated Skills:
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing)

Intensive English (Integrated Skills:
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing)
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Fundraising Management

WILLIAM A. GOODLOE, President and CEO, Sponsors for 
Educational Opportunity

MARILYN HOYT, Deputy Director External Affairs, New 
York Hall of Science

MARK KALISH, President, Kalish & Associates, Inc.   

JANE O’CONNELL, President, Altman Foundation

Landscape Design

HOWARD ABEL, Principal, Abel Bainnson and Butz 
Landscape Architects 

ADRIENNE BRESNAN, Principal, Bresnan Architects 

JOSEPH BRESNAN, Principal, Bresnan Architects 

LYNDEN MILLER, Principal, Lynden B. Miller Public 
Garden Design 

DARREL MORRISON, Professor Emeritus and former Dean, 
School of Environment and Design, University of Georgia 

ANTHONY R. SMITH, President and CEO, Horticultural 
Society of New York 

Strategic Communications

KATHY BONK, Executive Director, Communications 
Consortium Media Center 

MAUDE DIVITTIS, Senior Vice President, Learning and 
Organizational Development, MTV Networks

JOSEPH EVANGELISTI, Global Director of Corporate 
Communications, J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.

SHOBA PURUSHOTHAMAN, CEO and Cofounder, The 
Newsmarket

GARY SHEFFER, Executive Director, Communications and 
Public Affairs, General Electric Company 

KAREN A. ZAHORSKY, President, Development, 
Diversified Agency Services, Omnicom Group Inc. 

Technology Management

STEVE CHARATZ, Vice President, Enterprise Operations 
Center, SONY Corporation of America

KATHLEEN CORBET, President, Standard & Poor’s

JOHN W. CUMMINGS, COO, Global Private Client, Merrill 
Lynch

DANA S. DEASY, Senior Vice President and CIO, Tyco 
International Ltd.

KEN DEVINE, Vice President and CTO, Thirteen/WNET 
New York

ROBERT FARINA, CEO, CyberShift, Inc.

MARC D. GRODMAN, M.D., CEO, Bio-Reference 
Laboratories, Inc.

KEVIN KESSINGER, Chief Operations and Technology 
Officer, Citigroup, Inc.

DENNIS H. KRAUS, M.D., Attending, Head and Neck 
Surgery, and Director, Speech and Hearing Center, 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

STEPHEN MCDERMOTT, COO, ICAP

MARK POLANSKY, Partner, Korn/Ferry International

LYNN O’CONNER VOS, CEO, Grey Healthcare

JARETT WAIT, Managing Director, Lehman Brothers 

Board Members
Master of Science Programs
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administration

Executive Committee of the 
School of Continuing Education

VICTORIA DE GRAZIA

Professor
Department of History

WALTER FRISCH

H. Harold Gumm/Harry and Albert von Tilzer Professor 
of Music
Department of Music

KATHRYN HARRIGAN

Henry R. Kravis Professor of Business Leadership 
Graduate School of Business

DAVID KASTAN

Old Dominion Foundation Professor in the Humanities
Department of English and Comparative Literature

MARY MCLEOD

Professor of Architecture
School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation

PAUL MCNEIL

Senior Associate Dean
School of Continuing Education

EDWARD MULLEN

Willma and Albert Musher Professor for Life Betterment 
through Science and Technology
School of Social Work

ANDREW NATHAN

Class of 1919 Professor of Political Science
Department of Political Science

FRANK WOLF

Dean
School of Continuing Education

Faculty of the School 
of Continuing Education

American Language Program
PATRICK AQUILINA, M.Ed.

JOHN BEAUMONT, M.A., Ed.D.

FRANCES BOYD, M.A., Ed.D.

MARY COLONNA, M.A.

JOHN EEN, M.A., Ed.D.

GAIL FINGADO, M.A.

MARY JEROME,  M.A., Ed.D.

JANE KENEFICK, M.A, M.A.

LINDA LANE, M.A., Ed.D.

LEILA MAY-LANDY, M.A.

MARIA MCCORMICK, M.A.

JUDY MILLER, M.A.

CAROL NUMRICH, M.A., Ed.D.

DAVID QUINN, M.A., Ed.D.

SHELLEY SALTZMAN, M.A., Ph.D.

Strategic Communications
JAMES EICHE, M.B.A.

SHAWN MCINTOSH, M.S.

JANE PRAEGER, B.G.S.

LOUISE WHITTET, M.A.

Technology Management
ARTHUR LANGER, M.B.A., Ed.D.
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Office of the Dean

Dean: Frank Wolf
Senior Associate Dean: Paul M. McNeil
Assistant Dean for Research, Assessment, and Academic 
Affairs: Daphne Estwick
Administrative Assistant: Valerie Yancey

Admissions and Student Affairs
Dean of Admissions and Student Affairs: Frank Glass
Assistant Dean: Tom Harford
Assistant Director: Justin Cassity
Associate Director, Overseas Programs: Fay Ju
Counselors: Frank DePaolo, Brett Dickstein, John Novak 
Administrative Assistants: Iris Friedlander, Eric Hubert

Communications and Student Recruitment
Director: George Calderaro
Associate Director: Laura Schmitt
Assistant Director, Advertising: Wade Bennett
Assistant Director, Web Communications: Jade Huang
Copy Manager: Julia Corcoran
Production Coordinator, Publications: Amy 
Bhattacharyya
Web Specialist: Ketan Mehta

Information Center
Manager: Sonja K. Semion
Administrative Assistants: Ola Ahmad, Karen Fan

Finance and Administration
Associate Dean: Irene M. Fort
Business Officers: Michelle Baggan-Bacchus, 
Tshaye Meaza
Financial Services Coordinator: Emma Medina

IT Planning and Instructional Support
Manager: Mohammed Islam
Assistant Manager: Matthew Kirkpatrick

American Language Program
Chair: David H. Quinn
Departmental Administrator: Mary Hatch
Program Officer: Kofi Amouzou
Administrative Assistants: Timnit Abraha, John Lee
Administrative Aide: Sheila McCauley

Secondary School Programs
Director: Darlene Giraitis
Assistant Director: Mark Blacher

Summer Session
Dean of the Summer Session: Carole Slade
Program Coordinator: Chris Cardillo

Executive Master of Science in 
Technology Management
Director: Dennis Green

Master of Science in Actuarial Science
Director: Paul McNeil

Master of Science in Construction Administration
Director: Dennis Green

Master of Science in Fundraising Management
Director: Lucas Rubin
Program Coordinator: Donia Allen

Master of Science in Information and 
Archive Management
Director: Dennis Green

Master of Science in Landscape Design
Director: Paul McNeil

Master of Science in Sports Management
Director: Lucas Rubin
Program Coordinator: Donia Allen

Master of Science in Strategic Communications
Director: Trudi Baldwin
Program Coordinator: Alakesha Murray

 

Staff of the
School of Continuing Education
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Lifelong Learners Lecture Series

New Research on Civil Wars in Africa
Macartan N. Humphreys, 

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

Perspectives on Religion and the Origins 
of the United States
Sam Haselby, 

Professor, Eugene Lang College of The New School

China: Social, Economic, and Political Stability
Thomas P. Bernstein, 

Professor, Department of Political Science

Documenting the Aftershocks of Katrina
June Cross, 

Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Journalism

There Goes the Hood: 
Gentrification in Black Communities

Lance M. Freeman, 
Assistant Professor, School of Architecture, 
Planning, and Preservation

The Politics of Rhythm in 
Modernist Science and Literature
Michael Bernhard Golston, 

Assistant Professor, Department of English and 
Comparative Literature

Shakespeare’s Sonnets: A Close Reading
Emily Fragos, 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, 
Undergraduate Writing Program

Just Reading: Female Friendship and the Marriage Plot
Sharon Marcus, 

Associate Professor, Department of English 
and Comparative Literature

Strategic Communications Seminar Series

Consulting: Starting Your Own Business
Nichell Taylor Bryant, 

SoulSource Communications

Simon Sinek, 
Founder, SinekPartners

Tom Nardacci, 
Principal, Gramercy Communications

Felicia Stingone, 
Founder and Partner, SmartyPants Partners

Great Jobs in Communications: 
Arts, News, and Entertainment
Kassie Canter, 

Chief Communications Officer, Oxygen

Susan Duffy, 
Vice President, Corporate Communications, 
Time Warner Inc.

Matthew Hiltzik, 
Freud Communications

Ken Weine, 
Director of Communications, Newsweek

Summer Session Concert Series

Paul Lindemeyer Band

Home Cookin’ with Grace Garland

Elin Music from Brazil and Beyond

DHQ Jazzband

Doc Wallace Texas Swing

Corporate Social Responsibility 
at Burson-Marsteller NYC
Diana R. Shayon, 

Managing Director, Burson-Marsteller

Barbarians at the Gatekeepers: 
How Blogs are Changing Media Relations
Mark Edward Goodrich, 

Manager, Business Development, BusinessWeek Online

Brian Ward, 
Senior Web Producer, Tech Confidential

Tom Groppe, 
Executive Editor, TheDeal.com

Dave Lorenzo, 
CareerIntensity.com and 
Strategic Communications graduate

Moderated by Shawn McIntosh, 
Strategic Communications faculty

Jamie Baum Ensemble

Paris New York Swingband

Linc Caribbean Band

The Banjo Rascals

The Dixiecats

A Sample of Cocurricular Activities at the School of Continuing Education



 

To learn more about the School of Continuing Education:

Information Center
School of Continuing Education

303 Lewisohn
2970 Broadway, Mail Code 4110

New York, NY 10027-6902

212-854-9699

Offi ce hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9 A.M.–6 P.M.

Friday, 9 A.M.–5 P.M.

www.ce.columbia.edu

Keep thinking.
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