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The year was 1957. Minnesota, like the rest of the nation, was “on the grow.” A decade earlier, 
World War II soldiers had returned home, gotten married, and started having kids. Now schools 
were bursting at the seams, and the things young families needed–houses, cars, bicycles, Little 
League uniforms–were in high demand, including open spaces. 

Cascade River 

Judge C. R. Magney 

Temperance River 

innesotans already had 33 state parks in which to hike, 
picnic, camp, and play, thanks to earlier visionaries 

who had recognized the value of setting aside exceptional 
open spaces so all could enjoy and none could destroy 
them. But there was clearly need for more. Responding to 
that need, the Minnesota Legislature passed a bill creating 
five new parks–among them, the three featured on this 
year’s annual permit: Cascade River, Temperance River, 
and Judge C.R. Magney. 

Establishment of these parks not only provided recreational 
space for the station wagon set, it also enabled the 
preservation of some of Minnesota’s most beloved natural 
settings: rushing rivers, unsurpassed views of the world’s 
greatest lake, pebbled shoreline and waterfall-misted forests 
harboring unique plant and animal communities. 

State parks are created for a variety of reasons: 
to protect historic sites, to provide public access 
to lakes and rivers, to offer opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. But often at least part of 
the purpose is to preserve pristine places – 
areas where nature prevails. 

Window into the past 
“I think of places that still retain most of their natural 
attributes–plant communities, wildlife,” says state parks 
resource management program coordinator Ed Quinn.“It 
provides a window into the past, an opportunity to see what 
Minnesota looked like prior to European settlement.” 

Protecting pristine places was much on the minds of those 
who shaped Minnesota’s first state park, Itasca, in 1891. 
The notion of setting aside land for its beauty and natural 
resources was still fairly new–Yellowstone had been named 
America’s first national park less than two decades earlier, 
and California was the only state with a park system of its 
own. But some Minnesotans were beginning to recognize 
that seemingly boundless natural lands were not so boundless 
after all.Among them: Jacob Brower, an explorer, former 
legislator, railroader, and newspaper man who had explored 
and fallen in love with the area surrounding the headwaters 
of the Mississippi River. Brower worked the Minnesota 
Legislature, eventually convincing it to establish a state park 
there.Thanks to his efforts, generations of visitors have since 
had the opportunity to enjoy the great pine forests, cool 
waters, hidden bogs, and cedar stands that grace this 32,000
acre north woods paradise. 

Over the next 34 years, the legislature established nine more 
state parks. Each added a thread to the tapestry of natural 
beauty and diversity that was gradually becoming Minnesota’s 
state parks system. Pristine places set aside during this time 
include Interstate in 1895, featuring majestic river-carved 

dalles; Minneopa in 1905, its twin waterfalls a picnicker’s 
delight; and Scenic in 1921, harboring lakeshores lined with 
virgin pine. 

Nature’s best 
The state park system, like just about everything else in the 
country, hit some lean years in the late 1920s. But 
establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps and Works 
Progress Administration in the 1930s to get unemployed 
men back on their feet created a massive work force that 
not only helped keep existing parks in good shape, but laid 
the groundwork for future parks as well. In 1937, encouraged 
by a federal initiative aimed at helping states assess and 
address outdoor recreation needs, the legislature established 
10 more state parks. From cactus-dappled rock outcrops of 
Blue Mounds in the southwest to rushing waters of 
Gooseberry in the northeast, these gave Minnesotans new 
places to see, hear, and touch nature’s best. 

Sometimes the idea for preserving pristine places started 
with local citizens. In 1943, for example, Hibbing-area 
landowner John A. McCarthy died and his daughter sold his 
property to a timber concern.Area residents who loved the 
pines and spruce that graced the place raised some of  the 
money needed to save it from logging.The state chipped in 
the rest and McCarthy Beach State Park was born. 

In 1954 the role of private citizens in protecting natural 
lands for public use entered a new era.That year, former 
Duluth mayor Judge Clarence R. Magney and longtime DNR 
Parks director U.W. Hella talked a handful of like-minded 
individuals with money and clout into forming a group 
called the Minnesota Council of State Parks to support efforts 
to set aside pristine lands for public use. In the years since 
the group–now the Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota–has 
helped add some 8,700 acres to the state parks and trails 
system (see page 17). 

Among the treasures of the time was George H. Crosby-
Manitou State Park, established in 1955 after businessman 
George Crosby donated more than 3,000 acres of wild land 
near Lake Superior to the state.This backpackers’ heaven, 
bisected north to south by the Manitou River and east to 
west by the Superior Hiking Trail, is home to bears, moose 
and wolves, and bursts in spring with exuberant displays of 
forest wildflowers. 

Harder to find 
As Minnesota’s population boomed in the ’50s, so did 
recognition of the value of setting aside land. 

“It seems increasingly urgent,” wrote Minnesota Museum of 
Natural History director W.J. Breckenridge in the May-June 
1956 issue of The Conservation Volunteer, “that some well
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chosen areas be preserved as examples of what undisturbed 
original woods and prairies were like, since such places 
are becoming harder and harder to find.” 

As if in lockstep with that sentiment, in 1957 the Minnesota 
Legislature established five new parks. In 1959 four more 
were added, and in 1961 yet another four. In 1963 the 
Minnesota Outdoor Recreation Resources Act provided a 
hefty $54 million for buying and developing recreational 
facilities.Ten more parks quickly were added to the growing 
list, including Forestville/Mystery Cave, which ensured 
enduring public access to one of the Upper Midwest’s 
finest caves (see story on page 18), and Glacial Lakes, 
with its rolling, prairie-covered hills. In total, the act provided 
for the addition of 14 state parks. 

Citizen contributions continued to support public 
investment as awareness grew of the finite nature of nature. 
In 1968, for example, a group of seven conservationists 
bought 827 acres of land along the scenic St. Croix River 
east of St. Paul.The group’s purchase and subsequent 
donation of the land to the state formed the foundation 
of Afton State Park, whose wild beauty now delights 
some 150,000 visitors each year. 

Today and tomorrow 
In recent years, fewer parks have been added to the roster. 
But each has a story to tell of vision, appreciation, and 
sacrifice. On Earth Day 1990, for example, the Cowles 
family of Twin Cities newspaper fame donated an idyllic 
tract of largely undeveloped forest and lakeshore in west-
central Minnesota to The Nature Conservancy, an 
international organization dedicated to preserving open 
spaces.Two years later, after enabling legislation passed, 
the conservancy transferred ownership to the DNR. 
Glendalough State Park–a welcoming refuge for 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and migrating monarch butterflies 
as well as human visitors–was born. 

At least as important as the addition of new parks is the 
enhancement of existing ones. Often the best opportunity 
for enrichment occurs when owners of private lands 
within parks boundaries offer to sell them to the DNR. 

“There are a number of those each year that we actually 
turn down because we don’t have the funding,” says DNR 
parks and recreation real estate program coordinator Teresa 
Thews.“If it’s a really critical parcel, we may get the Parks 
& Trails Council of Minnesota to help us and go out and 
acquire it, then hold it for us until the next funding round. 
They’ve been really great help when some of the more 
critical ones come up where we just don’t have the funds.” 

Re-creating natural settings is also important to nurturing 
pristine places in parks today. In 1995, for example, a dam 
built in 1908 was removed from the Kettle River, allowing 
the river to readopt its wild flow pattern through Banning 
State Park. Prairie restorations are currently underway 
at dozens of parks. Each year, prescribed burns mimic 
the renewing effects of natural wildfires on some 5,000 
acres of prairies and forests. Parks workers also control 
exotic species on nearly 4,000 acres, and carry out forest 
regeneration activities on another 1,300 acres of state 
park land. 

Ensure they endure 
Will there still be land left to set aside in the future? Most 
likely–though the price tag for preservation undoubtedly 
will rise. 

Will existing state parks need continued stewardship to 
maintain the quality of their pristine places? Most 
definitely. 

Will Minnesotans of the future have the passion and 
commitment their predecessors had to make it happen? 
That’s a tougher question. 

In his book “Last Child in the Woods,” author Richard Louv 
laments the paucity of connections between land and 
children today, and wonders whether young people are 
forging the bonds with open spaces they’ll need to sustain 
them. 

“The protection of nature depends on more than 
the organizational strength of stewardship 
organizations; it also depends on the quality of the 
relationship between the young and nature; on 
how, or if, the young attach to nature,” he writes. 

Fortunately, for those who love state parks, there are things 
that can be done to help ensure these pristine places will 
indeed endure for future generations. Let your legislators 
know parks are important to you. Encourage their efforts 
to protect natural lands for all to enjoy. 

Support land preservation
organizations 

Get out and appreciate the parks our predecessors left as 
a legacy to us. And when you do, bring little ones along. 
By doing so, you will give them an opportunity to learn 
to love and care for pristine places–and so form the bonds 
with nature they’ll need to one day pass that legacy along 
to their children in turn. 

Twelve Decades of Treasures 
Minnesota has been preserving pristine places by 
establishing state parks and recreation areas for a 
dozen decades. A list of each Minnesota State Park 
and Recreation Area and the year it was established 
is on the State Park Web site at www.mnstateparks.info. 

This year why not select a park from each era and find 
out for yourself the qualities that made each one 
special enough for our predecessors to leave as a 
legacy. To get you started, here are a dozen suggestions 
from across the decades. Use our list…or make your 
own. Make this a summer of discovery. 

1890s 
Interstate - Lava flows, potholes, river-carved 
cliffs. 

1900s 
Minneopa - Twin waterfalls and a prairie 
studded with boulders left behind by glaciers. 

1910s 
Whitewater - Trout streams, limestone bluffs, 
more than 200 bird species. 

1920s 
Scenic - Glacier-carved lakes surrounded by 
virgin white and red pines. 

1930s 
Blue Mounds - Quartzite cliffs, restored prairie, 
resident bison herd. 

1940s 
Nerstrand Big Woods - Remnant Big Woods 
with a profusion of wildflowers, including 
endangered dwarf trout lilies. 

1950s 
Zippel Bay - Miles of sand beach stretch 
along the shore of Lake of the Woods, one 
of the world’s largest lakes. 

1960s 
Maplewood - Hardwood forest with 
breathtaking displays of fall color. 

1970s 
Tettegouche - Rich habitat supporting more 
than 40 mammal species. 

1980s 
Grand Portage - Minnesota’s tallest waterfall, 
dropping nearly 120 feet. 

1990s 
Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area -
Former mining pits and rock deposits now 
boast regenerated vegetation and clear lakes. 

2000s 
Big Bog State Recreation Area - 500-square
mile peat bog with a boardwalk for viewing this 
world-class national treasure. 
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hese treats are not from a vending machine or store
counter, these are goodies you may find along a trail

or forest clearing. And it’s true that visitors to Minnesota’s
state parks can nibble on nuts, pluck a wild plum or
feast on a variety of berries or mushrooms that grow in
the park.

The availability of edibles in state parks gives new meaning
to the idea of eating out. Visitors should be aware that as
with any “crop,” the availability and quality varies widely
from year to year.  The “free eats” season can begin as
early as late April with the first morel mushrooms, continue
through the summer berry season and stretch until late
fall, when the highbush cranberries are ripe.  As a good
steward of the environment, however, be sure to take
only enough for your own use and don’t remove anything
else–flowers, roots or leaves–from the parks.

Safe to eat?  Rely on expert advice; don’t
take chances
If you are an expert on identifying mushrooms or are
part of a park naturalist or expert-led program on the
subject, you might even want to bring some home to toss
into an omelet or other dish. Two park visitors who not
only take advantage of this, they also share their mushroom
gathering knowledge, are Rosemary and Malcolm
MacFarlane.  The MacFarlanes, according to Whitewater
State Park naturalist Dave Palmquist, are very knowledge-
able about mushrooms and share their expertise with
other visitors during Whitewater’s annual mushrooming
programs.

“There is something extremely satisfying about going out
and gathering your own food,” said Rosemary MacFarlane.
 “During morel season, we enjoy hunting for this delicacy.”

MacFarlane advises caution, however, warning people to
be very careful when gathering mushrooms.

“Do not eat anything unless you are one hundred
percent sure it is safe,” MacFarlane said.

She recommends the book “Let’s Start Mushrooming” as
a basic text.  The MacFarlanes, who look for mushrooms
all over the state, find many edible varieties in addition
to morels.

Wide range of edibles available throughout
the year
Palmquist noted that other edibles Whitewater is known
for include black walnuts, which have a stronger flavor
than English walnuts that grocery stores carry.  They ripen
in the fall, in time for Palmquist’s birthday.

“Every year when my family asks what kind of birthday
cake I want I tell them a black walnut cake,” Palmquist said.
He provides the cake recipe to interested visitors during
programs devoted to black walnut gathering.

Whitewater also has many berries that grow on the edge
of the forests. Among the berries are red and black
raspberries and the August-ripening, prickly blackberries.

“When you pick blackberries, you pay in blood,” Palmquist
joked.

But Whitewater doesn’t claim all southeast state park
edibles.  According to Palmquist, shagbark hickory nuts
and berries can be found in abundance at Great River
Bluffs State Park near Winona.

Caution-if not hollow don’t eat! It’s not a true morel.

At the other end of the state, parks along the North Shore
are noted for their profusion of edible berries, including
the less common thimbleberry and Juneberry.

According to Gooseberry Falls Park naturalist Retta James-
Gasser, “Thimbleberries are a North Shore specialty; they
like a cooler climate.  They look like a flattened raspberry
and they’re red when ripe, with pinkish undertones,” she
said.  “Thimbleberries are usually ripe from mid-July to
August.”

“The trick with most edible berries,” Gasser added, “is to
be ready when they are and get to them before other
critters do.  If they’re ripe, they go quickly,” she noted.

Although visitors can take berries home, most people
never take them out of the park.

“It’s too tempting just to eat them on the spot,” James-
Gasser said.  “Though some berries, such as raspberries
and strawberries, are nearly unmistakable,” she said,
“others may be toxic. It is critical that parents supervise
their children’s wild finds before letting them sample
berries.”

Any guess where gooseberries are
available?
It’s probably no surprise that wild gooseberries can be
found in Gooseberry Falls State Park.  “Visitors often make
the mistake of picking the under-ripe green gooseberries
when they should wait for them to ripen to a blue-black
color,” she said. “It is the ripe ones that are a real treat.
They are huge and delicious and oh, so sweet.”

Not a promising year for blueberries
Blueberries, while not prevalent at Gooseberry Falls, can
be found at other North Shore parks, including Judge C.
R. Magney State Park near Grand Marais. Visitors should
note that due to drought conditions last year and this
year as well, it is likely that the quality and quantity of
blueberries will be poor this season.

Blueberries can be found throughout northern Minnesota
and among the jackpine woods at Lake Bemidji and Hayes
Lake state parks in about mid-July.  Juneberries, also known
as serviceberries, are a more northernly find and make
wonderful pies if you’re lucky enough to foil the
chipmunks and squirrels and gather a sufficient supply.
John Fylpaa, naturalist at Lake Bemidji, noted that
raspberries thrive on land that has had a prescribed burn
like those completed at Lake Bemidji.

Lake Bronson State Park, in the northwest corner of the
state, also harbors the elusive morel as well as
chokecherries, tart highbush cranberries that grow along
the river, and wild plums.

Metro area offers edible treats, too
Even Twin City residents don’t need to venture far to
snag a wild snack. Judy Thomson, regional naturalist for
the state park’s Central Region, said Afton and Fort Snelling
state parks, both offer good edibles hunting.  Blackberries
and raspberries are common at Afton and small, tasty wild
grapes, often found on flood plains, grow at Fort Snelling.
According to Thomson, the grapes, which have seeds,
make excellent juice or jelly.  Thomson cautions, however,
that Virginia creeper, which is not edible but also has
blue berries, often grows together with grapes, but can
be distinguished from the grapevines by its bright red
stems.

Certainly, the edibles found at state parks aren’t intended
to fill visitors up but they do provide a tasty addition to
the state park experience. When you visit a state park
this year, be sure to ask what edibles might be available.

Does hiking in Minnesota State
Parks make you hungry?  Then
grab a trailside snack, for free.

Story by
Anne Gillespie Lewis

Although the true morel is a tasty treat (above), the
false morel is similar in appearance but contains a
toxic chemical. One of the easiest ways to tell the
difference is to slice it the long way. The yellow and
gray morels are hollow while the false morel is almost
solid with a meaty texture. You will want to make
sure you have found the true morel like those below.
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fter they had visited all of Minnesota’s state parks at 
least once (including five on their honeymoon five

years ago) and hiked all 192 miles of the state park Hiking
Club trails, Dena and Denny Lindell were looking for a
reason to return and explore new areas of the parks.

Exploration and discovery through
geocaching
Then, about a year ago, they discovered geocaching, an
increasingly popular form of treasure hunting that involves
using a global positioning system (GPS) device to hide and
seek trinket-filled containers–known as caches–in parks
and other public places all over the world.

“I like it because it takes us to see things we wouldn’t
otherwise have seen,” says Dena, who found her 100th cache
in March. “It’s a way to combine a high-tech device in a
nature environment,” added Denny. “I like how the two work
together.”

Geocaching – catching on
Geocaching as a hobby is growing and the public interest
in this activity has grown right along with the interest in
and availability of GPS units. In some cases, items placed in
the container are removed and replaced with other items.
Yet another form of geocaching is called letterboxing that
involves using only clues, not GPS coordinates to find the
hidden container.

“The GPS units are used to locate either virtual or
actual caches in a specific location,” said Ed Quinn,
the DNR’s Resource Management Program
Coordinator. “Virtual geocaching usually involves
selecting something like a scenic overlook or
historic site in a park that participants would
locate using the GPS coordinates,” Quinn said.
“The most common geocaches, however, involve
placing an item or container in a location and
sharing the coordinates on the Internet.
Participants who ‘find’ the cache container sign
a logbook inside the container and can post their
find on an online log book.”

Although geocaching has been around for a number of
years, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources only
recently began allowing it at state parks.

Geocaching guidelines essential
“The department is very cautious when we are setting
policies or guidelines that deal with land usage, “says Quinn.
“The DNR needed time to analyze the potential impact of
geocaching on natural and cultural resources, staff time,
safety and liability.

Last fall, after working with the Minnesota Geocaching
Association to develop guidelines, the DNR announced that
it would allow geocaching in state parks on the condition
that park managers approve the location of any caches
hidden on park property.

Since then, several caches have been approved and placed
in state parks, and Quinn says he hasn’t heard about any
problems.

Discoveries include more than the
geocache
The Lindells, who live in Faribault, have hidden three caches
at Nerstrand Big Woods State Park, including one called
Little Cache in the Big Woods. Richard and Sharel Nau,
Northfield residents who have found more than 500 caches
in 26 countries, also hid a cache at Nerstrand Big Woods,
in a scenic spot they recently discovered in the southern
part of the park.

“It gets you back to places you wouldn’t have gone,” says
Richard.

Although he and his wife visit the park weekly in the spring
to see what’s new with the wildflowers, they always went
to the northern part of the park.

“We never went to the southern part, he says, but that’s
where the park manager suggested would be a good place
for a geocache.”

Check first, cache later
Before giving the Lindells and Naus permission to hide their
caches, park manager Elaine Feikema took a close look at
all 2,882 acres of Nerstrand Big Woods, designating places
that would and would not be acceptable for geocaching.

“Minnesota Statutes state that outdoor recreation activities
which do not cause material disturbance to the natural
features of the park or introduce undue artificiality into the
natural scene may be permitted,” said Feikema. “We have
sensitive areas throughout the park that contain special
features or plants such as the Minnesota dwarf trout lily, an
endangered species. Foot traffic is restricted in those areas
and they would not be acceptable locations for placement
of caches,” she explains.

Also off-limits are the areas infested with garlic mustard, a
noxious weed, because the seeds can easily be spread on
the feet of hikers.

The Lindells and the Naus both designed their caches to
be educational. In addition to posting the geographic
coordinates or “waypoints” of their caches at
www.geocaching.com, they’ve also included information
about Nerstrand Big Woods and the wildlife visitors can
expect to find there, from barred owls to beech trees.

Feikema hopes people make a meaningful connection with
nature on their way to and from the caches at Nerstrand
Big Woods and other state parks.

 “We’re so into urban lifestyles, even in the country,” she
says, “that it’s great to get people out for any reason to learn
about the environment and reap the benefits of our great
state parks.”

More information and permit form for
hiding caches
Groups or individual who wish to place a cache in any state
park can obtain a permit from the park or download a form
from the Web.  The permit will need to be signed and dated
by the manager of the park where the cache will be placed.
Each cache will require its own permit. A complete set of
guidelines and the permit form are available on the Minnesota
State Park home page at www.mnstateparks.info or call
the DNR Information Center at 1-888-MINNDNR (1-888-
646-6367).  Those interested in finding out more about
geocaching can visit www.geocaching.com.

Geocaches can be a cache box that contains a finder’s log, items
and trinkets, or coordinates to a scenic overlook or historic site.

Great River Bluffs photo by Dave Hanke
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Free Admission to State Parks on Open House Day, June 3
 
f you have never been to a Minnesota State 
Park, consider June 3 your day to see why 

these parks are rated among the best in the 
nation. If you are a regular state park visitor 
you know that Open House is our way of saying 
thanks for your support. 

Each year, all Minnesota State Parks and State 
Recreation Areas host an Open House when 
vehicle permits are waived and admission is 
free. As if the beauty of these special places 
isn’t enough, as an added bonus, many parks 
offer refreshments and special programs that 

day.  So if you are one of the 8.4 million annual 
visitors who already knows about Minnesota’s 
state parks…or if you are a new visitor… you 
are invited to Open House, Sunday June 3 
when most of the parks and recreation areas 
are hosting their annual event. 

Although no vehicle permit is necessary during 
Open House, fees will be charged for tours of 
Mystery Cave at Forestville, Soudan Under
ground Mine and Hill Annex Mine, and the 
usual camping, lodging and rental fees apply. 

Parks in the list below that are marked with 
a *, offer special programs or refreshments on 
June 3. 

NOTE: Glendalough, Red River, Sibley, Upper 
Sioux Agency, Wild River, William O’Brien 
and Whitewater state parks have an 
alternate date for their Open House 
celebration. There will be no free 
admission to these parks on June 3. The 
alternate free admission dates are listed 
on page 7 and are posted on the Web at 
www.mnstateparks.info. 

Southern Region 
*Big Stone Lake, Ortonville 
The Bonanza Quilt Show will feature a 
number of handmade quilts from local 
artists that showcase a variety of patterns 
and techniques.This event will be held 
at the Bonanza Education Center located 
within the Bonanza Unit of the park. 
Refreshments will be served. Although 
the show will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, June 2 and 3, 
free admission is available only on Open 
House Day,  June 3. 

*Blue Mounds, Luverne 
Get here early for a free buffalo burger 
and refreshments.They will be served 
starting at 11:30 a.m. at the shelter house 
in the picnic area, courtesy of the Luverne 
Chamber of Commerce, and they’re 
snatched up quickly. Also, take a peek at 
the park’s herd of bison and the buff-
colored young calves. Luverne’s annual 
Buffalo Days take place June 1-3 

*Camden, Lynd 
Drop by the park office for cookies, coffee, 
juice and information on activities in the 
park. The Friends of Camden will be 
selling root beer floats as a fundraiser at 
the North Picnic Shelter and hosting a Fly-
fishing Casting Workshop. If you want to 
learn about fly-casting, each workshop is 
45 minutes long and sessions be run on 
the hour from 1-4 p.m. Since the clinics 
focus on “casting” and no actual fishing 
is involved, a trout stamp or fishing license 
is not needed.Those who want to fish for 
trout will need a current fishing license 
with a trout stamp. Clinic capacity is four 
people per session and participants can 
sign-up in advance at the park office.The 
clinic instructor has written a book on 
fly-fishing the Redwood River in Camden 
along with information on flies and related 
fishing topics.That book will be for sale 
at the open house and will be signed by 
the author. 
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d Lake Bronson 

d Lake Bemidji 

Gooseberry Falls d 

Lake Louise dForestville/Mystery Cave dd Blue Mounds 
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is State Park
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d Frontenac 

Crow Wing d Parks with 
no free 
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on June 3 

are listed in 
note above. 

Forestville/Mystery Cave, Preston 
Open House is an economical way to 
take in tours of either Mystery Cave or 
the historic village of Forestville, a 
Minnesota Historical Society site.Though 
tour fees for both will be charged, no 
park permits are necessary. Forestville, 
the state’s most popular park with horse 
campers, offers great hiking trails. Look 
for red-and-yellow columbine flowers 
and the blue blooms of the tall bellflower 
on woodland walks in early June. 

*Fort Ridgely, Fairfax 
The Friends of Fort Ridgely and Nicollet 
County Historical Society are sponsoring 
a free concert from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in the 
park’s amphitheater. Enjoy the music of 
“Spiritwood,” a bluegrass band that plays 
an assortment of music. In addition there 
will also be a whopper wagon feed as a 
fundraiser for the Friend’s group before 

the concert.  Free popcorn and lemonade 
will be available during the concert. 

*Frontenac State Park, Frontenac 
Frontenac is celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary this year.  In recognition of 
this, the Frontenac State Park Association 
is planning a whole afternoon of activities 
during Open House including refresh
ments and a number of hikes to different 
parts of the park. At 1 p.m., a Wall of 
Honor in the picnic shelter will be 
dedicated to those individuals and groups 
that have donated their time or money 
to help establish or better the park. Guest 
speakers will tell of the history of the 
park as well as what is planned for the 
next 20 years. 

*Lake Louise, Leroy 
Free hot dogs and other refreshments are 
just one reason to come to this family-
oriented park. Food will be served by the 

Friends of Lake Louise State Park 
beginning at 11 a.m. at the picnic shelter. 
No motors allowed on the lake, so it’s 
perfect for a quiet canoe ride.Wildflowers 
are plentiful, including the pretty shooting 
star, for which the bike trail that runs 
through the park is named. 

*Lake Shetek, Currie 
Have lunch, visit with park staff, 
neighbors, and make new friends during 
this Friends of Lake Shetek-sponsored 
event to raise funds to purchase additional 
children’s play equipment for the park. 
Visitors are invited to stay after lunch for 
Friends Group Annual Meeting and learn 
what else the group is working toward. 

*Monson Lake, Sunburg 
The Monson Lake Friends Group will 
host the event that includes refreshments 
and a prize drawing for four, two-night 
camping certificates. 

Northeast Region 
*Crow Wing, Brainerd 
Go back in time to the mid-1800s at the 
annual fur trade encampment.The Crow 
Wing County Muzzle Loaders will set up 
a one-day tent city, complete with 
costumed traders, buck skinners and 
other denizens of the time period. 
Participants will demonstrate their “old 
time” skills from 10 a.m.–3 p.m.Visitors 
are encouraged to stop at the Old Crow 
Wing town site area that all but vanished 
after the railroad passed it by. Little 
remains of the town except the Clement 
Beaulieu house. 

Gooseberry Falls, Two Harbors 
Access to the entire park, instead of just 
the visitors’ center and trail to the falls, 
is free during Open House. Hike or drive 
down to the picnic area next to Lake 
Superior, where the ancient lava flows 
are easily seen, or look for agates on the 
shore. Stop in the visitor center to see 
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interpretive exhibits and displays, and 
shop for unique gifts in the park’s Nature 
Store. 

Northwest Region 
*Buffalo River State Park, Glyndon 
Celebrate the summer season with an 
introduction to the park and science 
center’s shared front yard, the Tallgrass 
Prairie.This open house program at the 
Regional Science Center coincides with 
the park’s open house.Tour the science 
center’s exhibits from 2-4 p.m. to learn 
more about a local natural resource, the 
prairie.A guided trail hike to Buffalo River 
State Park’s picnic area begins science 
center at 2:30 p.m.While you’re in the 
park be sure to visit the swimming area 
and beach. 

*Glacial Lakes, Starbuck 
Friends of Glacial Lakes will be serving 
hotdogs and pop from noon to 3:30 p.m. 
at the park’s picnic area.Tours of the park 
can be arranged for anyone. Hike the 
rolling hills that were fashioned when 
the last glacier retreated or enjoy boating 
(with electric motors only) on clear 
Mountain Lake. 

*Hayes Lake, Roseau 
The park will be hosting interpretive 
programs throughout the day. In addition, 
there will be demonstrations of a hunting 
simulator provided by the DNR 
Enforcement Division.The Hayes Lake 
Friends Group will have refreshments 
available for visitors to purchase. 

*Lake Bemidji, Bemidji 
A hike along the bog boardwalk is one 
of the park highlights on Open House or 
anytime.  During the period of late May 

Next year will be a special year for 
sharing the stories of Minnesota’s 
past. The event is called the Minn
esota Statehood Sesquicentennial. It 
was May 11, 1858 that Minnesota 
became the thirty-second state of 
the union. However, reflecting on our 
history will be a year-long event, with 
many communities and organizations 
planning projects and programs 
throughout 2008. 

to early July, visitors will find a variety of 
orchids in bloom. Start out from the visitor 
center and allow plenty of time to 
explore. “Bog Walk Sundays,” when 
interpreters will point out bog features 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., will be held May 
27 and June 3,10,17 and 24. 

*Lake Bronson, Lake Bronson 
The Lake Bronson Lions Club will be 
serving cookies and beverages for visitors 
from noon–4 p.m. Summer season’s in 
full swing at the park.The sand swimming 
beach is open and and anglers can fish 
in the area’s biggest lake, created in the 
1930s when the South Branch Two River 
was backed up to form Lake Bronson. 
Come back a week or two later, in mid-
to late June, when the showy lady’s slipper 
and yellow moccasin orchids will be in 
bloom in the park and along the roadsides. 

*Old Mill, Argyle 
Enjoy a swim in the sand-bottomed pool 
or check out the old mill built by Lars 
Larson who homesteaded here in 1882. 
The mill roars back to life on the last 
Sunday in August to grind whole-wheat 
flour which is sold to the public.The 
Newfolden Lions Club will provide 
refreshments for Open House visitors at 
the picnic shelter. 

Central Region 
*Charles Lindbergh, Little Falls 
Guests are invited to attend Family Fun 
Day and take advantage of free admission 
to the park, the Charles A. Lindbergh State 
Historic site, the Minnesota Fishing 
Museum, Charles A.Weyerhaeuser 
Museum and Pine Grove area attractions. 

Minnesota State Parks will play a key 
role in the commemoration. Plans 
are in the works for special programs 
and activities throughout our state 
park system. Our state parks have 
been important in preserving our 
history and Minnesota’s natural 
landscapes, from the prairies to the 
northwoods. The scenery and lands 
that our early citizens experienced 
still can be seen in so many of our 
parks. 

We extend this early invitation to all 
Minnesotans to learn and participate 
in our states heritage in 2008. 

You can keep in touch as events, 
programs, and commemorations 
develop by checking the following 
Web sites often. 

*Fort Snelling, St. Paul 
A day-use park, Fort Snelling has plenty 
to visitors in search of the great outdoors. 
Situated on the confluence of the 
Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, the park 
also has a lake for swimming and 
canoeing. Bald eagles and peregrine 
falcons nest in and near the park.Among 
the park trails is a steep one leading up 
to Historic Fort Snelling, which is run by 
the Minnesota Historical Society. 
Naturalists will give guided tours of the 
historic Upper Bluff buildings during 
Open House. 

*Lake Maria, Monticello 
Steve Saupe from St. Johns University will 
explain how to identify, pick and prepare 
wild edible plants. Call for time and more 
information. (763) 878-2325. 

*Mille Lacs Kathio, Onamia 
Gather at the park’s picnic area to see 
and try out the latest and greatest in 
outdoor recreation gear including canoes, 
inflatable kayaks, personal flotation 
devices, fishing equipment, tents, camping 
gear and more. Minnesota DNR and St. 
Cloud State University staff will present 
outdoor skills mini-sessions including 
campfire making, fish casting, compass 
orienteering for kids and camp cooking. 
A 90-minute class on beginning bird 
watching will begin at 9 a.m. A 90-minute 
class on Outdoor photography will begin 
at 11 a.m. 

150 Years of Statehood Web site: 

www.mn150years.org 

Minnesota DNR Web site: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us 

Minnesota State Park
 
History Quiz
 

To give you a Sesquicentennial 
headstart, test your knowledge with 
this quiz: 

In which state park was the photo 
taken, and what is the significance 
to Minnesota’s history? 

Answers on Page 17. 

Alternate Open House Dates for 
these parks are as follows: 

On June 3, free admission is NOT 
available at these parks: 

Glendalough, Sibley, Upper Sioux 
Agency, Wild River, William O’Brien and 
Whitewater state parks and Red River 
State Recreation Area. 

April 21, Glendalough, Battle Lake 
“Walk for Glendalough” to celebrate Earth 
Day and raise funds for park improvements. 

May 19 Wild River, Center City 
“Seegwan,” a spring celebration when 
visitors can plant a prairie, go on a bird hike, 
yank out pesky European buck-thorn, and 
buy native plants that attract butterflies and 
birds. 

June 9, Whitewater, Altura 
9th Annual Take a Kid Fishing Day is designed 
to help youngsters, 5 to 15 years old, learn 
how to trout fish. Lunch is provided. 
Participants will receive a small, starter tackle 
box. Call (507) 932-3007, extension 0 for 
time and reservations. 

July 22, Red River State Recreation 
Area, East Grand Forks 
Free admission to the recreation area in 
conjunction with the city of East Grand Forks 
annual summer community picnic 
celebration. 

August 4-5, Upper Sioux Agency State 
Park, Granite Falls 
Colorful dress, drum music and the voices 
of singers are all a part of Wacipi (Dakota for 
pow wow), a celebration of American Indian 
heritage, open to the public August 4-5. 

September 8, Sibley State Park, 
New London 
Free admission to the park in conjunction 
with the town of New London’s celebration 
of Prairie Pothole Day 

September 29-30, William O’Brien, 
Marine on St. Croix: 
See demonstrations and tour a Voyageur 
Encampment. 
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Bob Naslund 

By Amy Barrett 

orecasts don’t faze Bob Naslund.This hardy backpacker 
has weathered rain, sleet, and snow to continue an amazing 

streak of camping once a month for more than 25 years. 

Exactly when the streak began is easy for Naslund to 
remember. It was March of 1982, the same month his daughter 
was born.At the time, he was working in the Osseo School 
District as a junior high band director. On a whim, he and 
his friend, Jon Kuno (a senior high band director in the same 
district) had decided to “march forth” into spring—literally— 
by going camping at Lake Maria on March 4. 

“We discovered we each had a passion for backpacking and 
the outdoors,” Naslund recalls.“We said,‘We should do this 
more often.We should camp once a month for a whole year.’ 
So, with that idea in mind, we went back in April and May 
and so on. It just became a habit that perpetuated itself.” 

Usually, they went to Lake Maria (pronounced Muh-RYE
uh), because it had the kind of hike-in sites they both liked 
best, it was less than an hour away, and there were never 
very many other people around. 

“It was a hidden treasure for a lot of years,” says Naslund. 

After a week of band practice, Naslund and Kuno appreciated 
the peace and quiet of the secluded campsites at Lake 
Maria, where there were no trumpets, but plenty of 
trumpeter swans and other wildlife. 

After 14 years and multiple back surgeries, Kuno was unable 
to continue accompanying his friend on their monthly 
getaways, and he passed away in December 2000. Naslund, 
who retired two years ago and now lives in Brooklyn Park, 
has nevertheless continued camping monthly—winter, 
spring, summer, and fall—usually with someone else, but 
sometimes on his own. 

Winter: so pristine 
In the winter, Naslund often has not only the campsite but 
the whole park to himself, which he likes.“When you get 
out and you’re by yourself, you see more of nature the way 
it is when you’re not there,” he says. 

On February 10, 2007, though, 17 of his friends 
and family members joined him at Lake Maria. It 
was a special occasion—his 300th consecutive 
month of camping—and park officials presented 
him with a commemorative plaque. 

Although Naslund admits those winter outings can ge 
cold—the windchill dropped to 70 below when he was 
camping in January 1986—he’d rather camp in snow than 
summer heat. 

“I’ll take winter and cold over July anytime,” he says.“If 
you’re properly equipped you can get out and be 
comfortable in any kind of weather.” 

His reward for pitching a tent in the middle of a snowstorm 
has on many occasions been a stunning view the next day. 

Traveler Tip: 
Most state parks are open year-round, and no 
reservations are needed to camp from November 1 
to April 1. Many parks rent cross-country skis or 
snowshoes, and schedule special events featuring 
candlelit trails. Check the DNR Web site for more 
information. 

Spring: birds and buds 
More than 200 species of birds have been spotted at Lake 
Maria.Although many of them live in the park, some only 
can be seen as they pass through during seasonal migrations, 
and Naslund knows just where to look. “Sites number 1 
and 2 are on this little lake that is very picturesque in April 
and May,” he says. “It’s a great place for seeing birds.” 

Spring is also an ideal time to see waterfalls and wildflowers 
in their prime. Best of all, in most places, the bugs aren’t 
out yet. 

Traveler Tip: 
Parks such as Beaver Creek Valley, Kilen Woods, and 
Lake Louise in the southern part of the state offer 
some of the first and best wildflower viewing 
opportunities every spring, and Lac qui Parle, in 
Montevideo, is popular with birders. Many parks 
schedule guided wildflower and bird watching walks 
throughout the spring. Upcoming events are posted 
on the DNR Web site as well as bird checklists for all 
the parks. 

Summer: time for trout fishing 
The Two Harbors native avoids the North Shore parks in 
summer because, he says,“they’re too busy for me.” 

The one exception is Crosby Manitou. Located on the west 
side of Highway 61 between Tettegouche and Temperance 
River, its 21 hike-in campsites are off the beaten path enough 
to provide an escape from the crowds. Naslund tries to get 
one of the sites along the Manitou River, then spends the 
day fishing for trout.“It’s not that far from civilization,” he 
says,“but it sure feels like it.” 

His other favorite summer escape is Afton, where the 
campsites are high on a bluff overlooking the St. Croix 
Valley, and breezes keep the bugs at bay. 

Traveler Tip: 
Summer is a great time to check out any of the 18 
state parks designated as “Discovery Parks.”  Unlike 
the “Familiar Favorites” that tend to attract large 
numbers of visitors between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day, the Discovery Parks are quieter and less crowded 
but filled with plenty of wildlife and recreational 
opportunities. Spend the night in a tipi at Upper Sioux 
Agency, hit the mountain bike trails at Hayes Lake, go 
bass fishing at Monson Lake, or rent a paddleboat at 
Split Rock Creek. For the complete list of Discovery 
Parks (where camping is only $15/night), check the 
fees page in the camping reservations section of the 
DNR Web site. 

Fall: cool and colorful 
Mid-September to early October is Naslund's favorite time 
of year to camp.  Many people put their camping gear in 
storage once the three-day holiday weekends are over, but 
not him. 

“It’s like an extra gift to be able to camp out and enjoy the 
rustling sounds, the smells and the colors of fall before the 
winter sets in,” says Naslund. 

Traveler tip: 
If you missed welcoming any of the many birds 
migrating back to Minnesota in the spring, you get a 
second chance to see them as they head south again 
in the fall. Plus, it’s not too late to catch a few last 
lunkers at walleye havens like Big Stone Lake, which 
happens to be located on the Minnesota River Valley 
Scenic Byway, a popular fall color route. For updates 
on fall color statewide, visit the DNR Web site. 



HEY KIDS!  BECOME A JUNIOR PARK
NATURALIST!
The Junior Park Naturalist program encourages
kids to learn more about Minnesota State Parks.
The program reflects Minnesota’s three major
environments:Prairie,Hardwoods, and Pinelands.
There is a free activity book full of fun and inter-
esting things to do in each environment. The
activities are designed to help kids locate native
plants and study animal habitats. There are tips
for observing birds and bugs and fun facts about
the natural world.  Kids keep track of their obser-
vations by taking notes, drawing pictures, and
keeping a journal. There’s even a section for
learning about the people and history of an area
because people are part of nature, too!

Kids earn a different colorful patch and certif-
icate for every activity book completed.  Complete
all three booklets and become a Nature Expert.

Kids can work on the activities at any state park.
All instructions are in the booklet and promote a
family learning experience.  For more information,
or to obtain an activity booklet, stop in at any park
office or visitor center.

GREAT  EXPLORATIONS
Park Explorer programs take kids a step be-
yond the Junior Park Naturalist program. Park
Explorers complete more in-depth activities in
easy-to-follow books. Points are earned for partic-
ipating in naturalist presentations and by com-
pleting fun and interesting projects and activities.
Kids bring their completed books to any state
park to receive their official Explorer patch.

There are three Park Explorer programs avail-
able:  the Nature Explorer,  the History Explorer
and the Earth Explorer, a geology activity book.

Park Explorer activity books are available for
sale at Minnesota State Parks’ gift shops and selected
park offices.

innesota State Parks are distributed in such a
way that there is a state park within 50 miles of every
Minnesotan. Each park provides excellent opportunities for
learning experiences and some provide guided activities with
a state park naturalist. For more information on interpretive
programs and special events, see the Naturalist Activities section
in this publication.
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North Shore Trifecta
Tour three North Shore state parks via three different
trails in the May-June issue of Minnesota Conservation
Volunteer magazine.

Bike into Temperance River State Park, hike into
Cascade River State Park, and kayak into Magney State
Park for a little backcountry trout fishing.

Magazines are available at most state parks. Or read
the story on the Web at www.dnr.state.mn.us/magazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is sent
free to anyone who requests a subscription, though
it is fully funded by reader donations. You can subscribe
and donate online, or call 888-646-6367.
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Here is just a sample of the naturalist activities and special events available this summer.
 
If you prefer a calendar listing of activities, see page 15.
 

Buffalo River State Park 
218-498-2124 
MSUM Regional Science Center 
218-477-2904 

Cooperative programs with the Minnesota State University 
Moorhead Regional Science Center. Contact the park or the 
science center for further details. 

June 1, 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Planets on Parade 
Four bright planets–Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Saturn–adorn 
the dusk sky in early June. Come and learn more about the 
planets and how to observe them this summer. Take a tour of 
the night sky with a star map. Telescopes will be set up to 
view planets and other deep sky wonders. 

June 3, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. w/ guided hike at 2:30 p.m. 
Science Center Open House 
Help us celebrate the summer season as we join together to 
introduce you to the park and science center’s shared front 
yard, the tallgrass prairie. This open house program at the 
MSUM Regional Science Center coincides with Minnesota State 
Park’s Sunday Open House. Tour the science center’s exhibits 
to learn more about a local natural resource, the prairie. A 
guided trail hike to Buffalo River State Park’s picnic area begins 
at 2:30 p.m. at the science center. 

July 14, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Bird Banding Open House 
Wake up early, grab your mosquito spray and check out our bird 
banding program. The science center’s participation in the 
Mapping Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) bird banding 
program is in its 8th year. We will start with a tour of our 
interpretive center’s bird observatory, an introduction to MAPS 
and then it’s off to observe our citizen scientists at work as 
captured birds are identified, aged, sexed, banded and released. 

August 10, 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Star Party on the Prairie 
We’re having a star party on the prairie and you are invited. 
Come and have the beautiful summer sky interpreted for you. 
Learn how to find the constellations. See the Milky Way, 
nebulae and star clusters through our telescopes. Perhaps we 
will see some meteors. Bring your own binoculars or telescope, 
if you wish, and enjoy the prairie at night. If it is cloudy we 
will have a short indoor presentation at 9 p.m. 

August 12, 2 to 4 p.m. w/ guided prairie hike at 3 p.m. 
Science Center Open House 
Join us for an open house at the regional science center’s 
Buffalo River Site. Tour the prairie displays in the interpretive 
center before you venture onto the prairie to view the “Cluster 
of Grasses” art sculpture and visit a prairie pothole. You will 
learn about the center’s efforts to improve the “prairie-ness” 
of the grasslands of the Buffalo River Site. 

Charles A. Lindbergh State Park 
320-616-2525 

May 19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Folkswalk 
Registration after 9 a.m. is at the park’s picnic shelter. Walk 
along Pike Creek and the Mississippi River while viewing an 
abundance of trilliums and spring wildflowers. A participant 
picnic will be available for a donation. For more information 
on the folkswalk, go to www.nstt.org. 

Father Hennepin State Park 
320-676-8763 

June 22, 1 to 4 p.m; July 14 & August 11, 9 to Noon 
Pop Can Fishing 
Join the MinnAqua staff for day of exploring Minnesota’s aquatic 
resources. Learn how make your own fishing rig using an 
ordinary pop can. Increase your fishing skills by practicing 
casting and fishing. All materials will be provided. Participants 
under 18 need a signed waiver from parent or guardian. Program 
is limited to 20 participants. Call the park to register. There is 
no fee for this program, however, a $3 donation per person is 
encouraged. Program will be held at the beach picnic shelter. 

June 30, 8 p.m. 
Remarkable Reptiles 
Special guest Jim Gerholdt will use live turtles, lizards and 
snakes to illustrate this family-oriented presentation about 
reptiles from Minnesota and beyond. Meet at the council ring 
in Lakeview Campground. 

July 27, 8:30 p.m. 
Universe in the Park 
Join astronomers from the University of Minnesota as they 
share their telescopes and their knowledge of the heavens. 
The program will begin with a short presentation on astronomy, 
and telescope viewing will follow. 

Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park 
507-937-3251 

June 1 & 8, 9 p.m. 
Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds of 
Forestville 
Over 170 different birds have been identified in the park. 
Some of them spend up to half the year on the move in 
migrations as far away as South America. Whether stopping 
temporarily or spending the season in the park, they require 
food and shelter to make these enormous flights. Find out the 
importance of Forestville to migrating birds, which ones are 
here and the obstacles they face. Meet at the amphitheater. 

June 16 & July 21, 9 a.m.; August 11, 10 a.m. 
Ancient Animal Fossil Search 
Everyone will find a fossil on this activity and once a year 
someone finds an exceptional one.  The fossils in the Forestville 
area tell a story about an environment much different than 
our present one. Meet at the amphitheater for a brief talk on 
what we hope to find and tips for a successful search. Fossil 
collecting is not allowed in the park–however we’ll drive a few 
miles to a collecting area outside the park where you may 
keep the fossils you find. Sun protection is recommended. 

June 29 & July 27, 9 p.m. 
Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In 
Perfect for the family! Join the naturalist to learn the calls of 
different owls found in the park. We will meet at the 
amphitheater for a brief presentation and then head out on 
a night hike to call to the owls. Bring a flashlight and wear 
appropriate shoes for hiking. 

July14 & 28, 10 a.m. 
Refreshing Stream Walk for a Summer Day 
Find, touch, and hold invertebrates! The park streams are full 
of life and finding it is fun. You’ll learn where to look on the 
banks of and in the stream. The presence or absence of various 
species is an indicator of the river conditions. Old shoes that 
can get wet and shorts are recommended. This is a wonderful 
activity for the family. Meet at the picnic shelter. 

May 26, July 14 & August 18, 8 p.m. 
The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show 
Relax and enjoy the fun as the show returns for another year! 
Bring your singing voice or don’t sing at all, but be prepared 
to be entertained with commentary, skits, songs, a historical 
reenactment, plus guest performers with activities and stories 



May  2007

June  2007

July  2007

July  2007

August  2007

September  2007

about the park and area. Challenge your imagination as
park naturalists demonstrate the benefits of outdoor
recreation. It will make you want to get up and yell! Meet
at the amphitheater.

August 10, 8:30 p.m. &  September 2, 8 p.m.
One-Hundred Feet Underground – Pristine
Places Beyond the Tour Route
Few people travel beyond the tour route in Mystery Cave,
but there is a lot of cave out there!  Join Jeff as he provides
a travelogue and explains what is involved in visiting the
wild portions of the cave. Find out the challenges and
delights cavers encounter in the remote areas of Mystery
Cave as they explore the subterranean realm. Meet at the
amphitheater.

August 11 & 25, 8:30 p.m.
Can Parrots Live in Minnesota?
There is evidence in the park of prior sea level changes.
Are there similar changes underway today? Could such
changes affect park animals? Find out about issues of
climate change that may affect actions you take in your
day-to-day lifestyle. Meet at the amphitheater.

September 15 & 22, 10 a.m.
Walnut Activity and Walk
The walnut is a common tree in the park that produces
a very nutritious nut. Find out how to collect, prepare,
and crack the nuts at this activity. On the walk that follows,
you’ll learn effective techniques to identify the walnuts
and have the opportunity to view some exceptional trees.
Meet the naturalist at the picnic shelter parking lot.

Fort Snelling State Park
612-725-2724

May 12, 8:30 a.m.
Birds, Birds, Birds!
Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day in one of
Minnesota’s important bird areas. We will walk the trails
of Minnesota River Valley with Bob Janssen in search of
migrating birds. Call the park for more information.

June 14, July 12, August 9 & September 13,
6:30 p.m.
Evening in the Park Series
The Fort Snelling area has been the crossroads of cultures
for hundreds of years. Join us with your picnic dinner for
our second summer of music and dance in the park. Each
of four evenings will reflect a different culture and the
impact that has made on our Twin Cites area. Please mark
these dates on your calendar:  June 14, July 12, August 9,
September 13.

June 21 & 22,  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp
Ages: girls and boys, 12 to 15 at the time of the camp.

Go fishing on Lake Snelling and the Mississippi River,
learn the art of fly-tying, study Minnesota fish and
invertebrates, and examine how water quality effects fish

populations. No experience necessary, but you must come
to camp prepared to learn. All materials and equipment
are provided. Bring lunch and a water bottle for the day.

September 22, 10 a.m.
Interpretive Bike Tour
Great waterfalls, Dakota villages, military camps and old
railroads are all waiting to be rediscovered and seen
through your mind’s eye. An interpretive naturalist will
lead the way on this easy ride with stops along the way.
This program is free and will leave from the park’s visitor
center parking lot. Please call the park to reserve your
place.

Frontenac State Park
651-345-3401

June 3, 1 p.m.
Frontenac State Park Open House Day
Frontenac is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year.
On Sunday, June 3, during the State Park Open House,
the Frontenac State Park Association is planning a host
of activities for visitors. At 1 p.m. a Wall of Honor in the
picnic shelter will be dedicated to all those individuals
and groups that have donated their time or money to help
establish or better the park. Guest speakers will tell of
the history of the park as well as what is planned for the
next 20 years. Also planned are a number of hikes led to
different parts of the park for those who want to see all
that Frontenac has to offer. A whole afternoon of activities
is being planned. Refreshments will be served.

Glacial Lakes State Park
320-239-2860

September 9, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Buckthorn Bash
All-day programs to celebrate Glacial Lakes
spectacular prairie landscape and the last European
buckthorn removal. Hosted by the Friends of Glacial
Lakes State Park.

11 a.m.  Hefty Prairie Hike
Leave from  upper campground amphitheater. Carry water.

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.   Implement Fair
Check out the wildland fire trucks and prairie restoration
equipment. SE picnic area.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.   Canoe Mountain Lake
No experience necessary. Guided tours leave every hour.
Boat access.

12, 1 & 2 p.m.    Guided Prairie Tours
Guided tours hourly. Upper campground amphitheater.

12 to 3 p.m.  Food Vendors
SE picnic area.

12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  Concert
SE picnic area.

1 to 3 p.m.  Meet the Experts
SE picnic area.

1 to 3 p.m.  Kids’ Crafts
SE picnic area.

2:30 p.m.  Camper Cabin Dedication
Join us in thanking our area legislators for their support
in adding the park’s new cabins. SE picnic area.

3 p.m.  Buckthorn Be Gone!
Ceremonial cutting of the final European buckthorn in
Glacial Lakes State Park. Upper campground amphitheater.

3:30 p.m.  Buckthorn Burn
SE picnic area.

Glendalough State Park
218-864-0110

Saturdays, May/June, 10 a.m.
Eagle Viewing
Watch a short video on the bald eagle in Minnesota and
then hike one mile to view Glendalough’s active eagle
nest. The park spotting scope will bring you up close and
personal with these magnificent birds. Eaglets are usually
visible in the nest by May and, if you’re lucky, you may
even get to see them being fed by their parents.
Accommodations can be made for those that cannot hike.
In the event of heavy rain or nest failure, the program will
be cancelled. Groups larger than 10 should schedule their
own program. Meet at Glendalough conference room.

June 9, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Take a Kid Fly-Fishing
Fly-fish with a youth during Take a Kid Fishing Weekend.
Come join DNR MinnAqua staff and fly-fishing professionals
for an exciting day of learning about Minnesota’s aquatic
resources and fly-fishing. Explore the underwater habitat
including the fascinating aquatic insects that fish love to
eat, learn about water stewardship, understand the need
for regulations, tie your own flies, and develop your fly-
fishing skills. Receive a MinnAqua starter tackle box that
includes a kids activity book filled with fun activities that
you can make at home after the program. Please call the
park at 218-864-0110 to pre-register. Meet at the
Glendalough Trail Center.

July 14, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MinnAqua Fishing Clinic
Investigate the water at the shoreline and play a game
about fish habitat; practice knot tying and casting; learn
how to identify fish and decipher fishing regulations; and
then go fishing from the pier! Clinic is designed for kids
in grades 1-4. Bring a sack lunch and a water bottle.
Parents with fishing licenses are welcome. Please call the
park at 218-864-0110 to pre-register. Meet at the
Glendalough picnic shelter.

August 18, 10 a.m.
Monarch Tagging Demonstration
Almost every year, hundreds of monarch butterflies take
a rest in their long migration to Mexico at Glendalough
State Park. A monarch tagging demonstration will be held
at Glendalough on Saturday, August 18 at 10 a.m. Bring
your own butterfly net if you have one, or share a park
net if you don’t. You will learn how to catch and handle
a monarch, determine whether it is male or female, and
properly tag it. All monarchs will be released after they
are tagged. Meet at the Glendalough Prairie Hill Trail
parking area.

September 15, 10 a.m.
Prairie Restoration
Before the leaves begin to change, the prairie grasses
turn color and prairie wildflowers burst into bloom.
There is no better week to view the prairie at
Glendalough! Successful restoration of former agricultural
lands has brought four seasons of beauty and the return
of many prairie animals. Learn the secrets of our success
and get a behind-the-scenes look at the prairie restoration
program. Meet at the Glendalough conference room.

Gooseberry Falls State Park
218-834-3855, ext. 227

June 2, 9 & 23, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (ongoing)
Who’s Singing in the Forest?
Mornings are a good time to listen for birds such as
warblers, thrushes, phoebes, sparrows, and more. Stop
by the Lower Falls boardwalk-loop area (a hotspot in the
park for singing birds) any time between 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. The naturalist will be roving this area, stopping at
several spots, in order to help you identify some bird
songs. Inquire at visitor center front desk for her location.

Date Activity State Park

May 2007
12 Birds, Birds, Birds! Fort Snelling
12 Fire–Friend or Foe? Sibley
13 Spring Birding on the Mississippi River by Pontoon Lake Bemidji
18 Bird Banding Demonstration Mille Lacs Kathio
19 Folkswalk Charles A. Lindbergh
19 Spring Wildflower Hike Jay Cooke
19 Seegwan–A Celebration of the Sights and Sounds of Spring Wild River
20 Minnesota’s Loons Lake Maria
26 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave
26 Remarkable Reptiles Mille Lacs Kathio
27 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji
27 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien
?? Stocking Northern Pike Lake Shetek

June 2007
1 Planets on Parade Buffalo River
1 Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds Forestville/Mystery Cave
1 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien
2 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls
3 OPEN HOUSE DAY Most State Parks
3 Science Center Open House Buffalo River
3 Frontenac State Park Open House Day Frontenac
3 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji
3 Wild Edibles Lake Maria
3 Open House with the Friends of Lake Shetek State Park Lake Shetek
3 Outdoor Recreation Day Mille Lacs Kathio
6 Oooh, Aaah Orchids! Itasca
8 Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds Forestville/Mystery Cave
8-10 Bike Packing Workshop Lake Maria
9 Take a Kid Fly-Fishing Glendalough
9 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls
9 Minnesota’s Dragonflies! Itasca
9 Pondview Trail Walk Sibley
9 Take a Kid Fishing Day Whitewater
10 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji
13 Oooh, Aaah Orchids! Itasca
14 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling
15 Voices of the Park Jay Cooke
16 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave
16 Biking to Save the Turtles Whitewater
16 Art in the Park William O’Brien
17 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji
17 Let’s Talk Turtles Lake Maria
21 MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp Fort Snelling
22 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin
22 MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp Fort Snelling
22 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji
23 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls
23 Seldom Seen Shores Lake Bemidji
23 Bat House Construction Soudan Mine
23 The Ancient Art of Stone Tools Wild River
23 Up the River…by Kayak! William O’Brien
24 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji
29 Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In Forestville/Mystery Cave
30 Remarkable Reptiles Father Hennepin
30 Native American Rock Art Whitewater
30 Fly-Fishing Workshop William O’Brien

July 2007
1 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien
6 Please Fence Me In: Protecting Plants on the North Shore Gooseberry Falls
6 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji
7 Junior Park Naturalist–Life in a Forest Jay Cooke
7 Short and Tall Tales William O’Brien
8 Sundew Secrets Lake Bemidji
11 Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display Itasca
12 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling
12 Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display Itasca
13 Native Plant Restoration Gooseberry Falls
14 Bird Banding Open House Buffalo River
14 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin
14 Refreshing Stream Walk for a Summer Day Forestville/Mystery Cave
14 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave
14 MinnAqua Fishing Clinic Glendalough
14 Prairie View Sibley

Here is just a sample of the many naturalist activities and special events available this summer at Minnesota State Parks listed
by calendar date. For complete program descriptions, see the Naturalist Activities section listed alphabetically by park name.

NATURALIST ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Date Activity State Park

July 2007 continued...

14 The Life of the Voyageur William O’Brien
15 Lakeside Discoveries Gooseberry Falls
15 Wolves in Minnesota, Campfire Talk Itasca
15 River Walk Jay Cooke
19 4th Annual Smokey Bear Day Itasca
20 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji
21 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave
21 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine
21 Pioneer Marnach House–150th Anniversary Celebration Whitewater
21 Universe in the Park William O’Brien
27 Universe in the Park Father Hennepin
27 Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In Forestville/Mystery Cave
28 Refreshing Stream Walk for a Summer Day Forestville/Mystery Cave
28 Universe in the Park Mille Lacs Kathio
28 Live Eagle! Whitewater
28 Nature & Campfire Stories Told by Dwight Wilcox Wild River

August 2007
3 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji
3 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine
3 Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Soldiers: Co K, 1st MN Infantry Whitewater
3-5 2007 International Woodcarvers Festival Lake Bronson
4 Junior Park Naturalist: Let’s Go Fishing Itasca
4 Bruce Murray,  Anishinabe Storyteller Mille Lacs Kathio
4 Fly-Fishing and River Ecology Seminar Wild River
4 Stephanie “The Bat Lady” Wild River
4 Star Struck! William O’Brien
9 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling
10 Star Party on the Prairie Buffalo River
10 100-Feet Underground–Pristine Places Beyond the Tour Forestville/Mystery Cave
10 Flying Tigers: The Monarch Butterfly Gooseberry Falls
10 Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors Wild River
11 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin
11 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave
11 Can Parrots Live in Minnesota? Forestville/Mystery Cave
11 Flying Tigers: The Monarch Butterfly Gooseberry Falls
11 Native Prairie Gardening Sibley
11 Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors Wild River
11 Short and Tall Tales William O’Brien
12 Science Center Open House Buffalo River
17 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji
18 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave
18 Monarch Tagging Demonstration Glendalough
18 Time Traveler Lake Bemidji
18 Lake Shetek Re-visited Lake Shetek
18 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine
18 Herbs for Health Wild River
18 Up the River…by Kayak! William O’Brien
18 Art in the Park William O’Brien
19 Hydroelectric Power Plant Tour Jay Cooke
25 Can Parrots Live in Minnesota? Forestville/Mystery Cave
25 Fiddler Pierre Jacques Pleau w/ Musicians & Folk Dancers Wild River
25 Universe in the Park William O’Brien
26 Grinding Days Old Mill

September 2007
1 Universe in the Park William O’Brien
1 The Untouchables! William O’Brien
2 100-Feet Underground–Pristine Places Beyond the Tour Forestville/Mystery Cave
2 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien
8 Sibley State Park’s Open House Day Sibley
8 Rare Plants of Minnesota and the Blufflands Whitewater
9 Buckthorn Bash Glacial Lakes
13 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling
15 Walnut Activity and Walk Forestville/Mystery Cave
15 Prairie Restoration Glendalough
15 Electrofishing Demonstration Whitewater
22 Walnut Activity and Walk Forestville/Mystery Cave
22 Interpretive Bike Tour Fort Snelling
22 Lake Maria’s Amphibians Lake Maria
29 Music Under the Pines: Paul Jones, Acoustic Guitar Itasca
29 Archaeology Day Mille Lacs Kathio
29-30 Voyageur Canoe Encampment and Park OPEN HOUSE! William O’Brien
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July 6, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. (ongoing)
Please Fence Me In: Protecting Plants on the
North Shore
Stop by to chat with North Shore state parks’ resource
specialist, Harley Hanson, about current resource
management projects and methods used in the North
Shore state parks. Look for him along the trail between
the visitor center and the main waterfalls. If raining, he’ll
be in the visitor center.

July 13, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. (ongoing)
Native Plant Restoration
Stop by to chat with regional resource specialist, Tavis
Westbrook, about the use of native plants and some
of the restoration projects located in the park and in
other North Shore state parks. Look for Tavis by the
Middle Falls viewing platform. If raining, he’ll be in the
visitor center.

July 15, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (ongoing)
Lakeside Discoveries
Explore an ancient volcanic lava flow while taking time
to look for meat-eating plants, pollywogs, sallywogs,
agates, and more! Meet at the Picnic Flow, a pristine
“sub-arctic” Lake Superior shoreline area, between 9:30
to 10:30 a.m. to find the naturalist who will help get you
started in your lakeside discoveries.

August 10 & 11, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. (ongoing)
Flying Tigers: The Monarch Butterfly
Monarch butterfly enthusiast, Tom Uecker, will be here
to share his love of butterflies with you. Stop by the
“butterfly table” any time to learn about this orange and
black beauty. Meet in the visitor center.

Itasca State Park
218-266-2110

June 6 & 13, 10 a.m.
Oooh, Aaah Orchids!
Discover Itasca’s orchids through a short slide presentation
followed by a walk to see what’s blooming (species may
vary due to the weather). Meet at the Jacob V. Brower
Visitor Center classroom.

June 9, 8 p.m.
Minnesota’s Dragonflies!
Join local photographer John Weber as he shows his
exquisite photos of Minnesota’s dragonflies and learn
interesting facts on identifying these winged wonders!
Meet at the Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center.

July 11 & 12, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (ongoing)
Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display
Discover the life cycle of the monarch butterfly with Tom
Uecker. See samples of the caterpillar, chrysalis and the
adult. Meet at the Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center lobby.

July 15, 8 p.m.
Wolves in Minnesota, Campfire Talk
Join Tom Stursa, with the Minnesota DNR wildlife division,
as he shares the life history of Minnesota’s wolves. Visitors
will also get a little insight on the pack within the park.
Meet at the amphitheater campfire ring.

July 19, 1 to 3:30 p.m. (ongoing)
4th Annual Smokey Bear Day
Kids of all ages, have your picture taken with Smokey
Bear, see fire trucks used by smokechasers, spray a pump-
can, make a craft, learn about wildfire versus prescribed
fires and pick up your own Smokey Bear tokens during
this annual wildfire awareness day at Itasca. Meet at the
Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center.

August 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Junior Park Naturalist: Let’s Go Fishing!
MinnAqua Workshop. Kids, ages 9-12, come out and get
hooked on fishing as you learn all about the sport. Try
your hand at fishing from the pier on Lake Itasca and
more. Presented by MinnAqua, this program is limited to
20 children. Sign-up is required; contact the park visitor
center at 218-266-2100 or in person. Fee of $3 per child
includes a small tackle box.

September 29, 7 to 9 p.m.
Music Under the Pines: Paul Jones, Acoustic
Guitar
Acoustic guitarist Paul Jones fuses a variety of musical
influences during this exclusive performance. His unique
fingerstyle creates a blend of ballads and instrumentals
with overtones of contemporary folk origin. Enjoy songs
from his album “Baptism River.” Meet in the Jacob V.
Brower Visitor Center.

Jay Cooke State Park
218-384-4610

May 19, 1 p.m.
Spring Wildflower Hike
Spring has sprung and the flowers are celebrating! Join
us on this hike to discover the many beautiful flowers of
the park and how they can survive the varied weather of
spring. Meet at the River Inn Visitor Center.

June 15, 8 p.m.
Voices of the Park
Climb aboard on this trip through the past as we discover
how the park got its start and who roamed this land long
before us. Learn where to find traces of park history and
other interesting things to do during your stay. Meet at
the River Inn Visitor Center.

July 7, 4 to 5 p.m.
Junior Park Naturalist–Life in a Forest
The forest and the critters that live here are closely tied
together. Children will discover these connections through
fun activities as they learn about the animals, birds and
bugs that make the park their home. Meet at the River
Inn Visitor Center.

July 15, 1 to 2 p.m.
River Walk
Hike along the St. Louis River to explore the many
fascinating features of a riparian environment. Learn
about the plants and animals that live along the banks
of the river and how they help keep the river healthy.
This trail is not suitable for strollers. Meet at the River
Inn Visitor Center.

August 19, 1  to 2:30 p.m.
Hydroelectric Power Plant Tour
Minnesota Power’s Thomson Hydroelectric Station
celebrates its 100th Anniversary of providing electricity
to surrounding communities. Learn about this engineering
marvel by touring the plant facilities. Auto caravan. Must
be 10 years and up. Preregistration is required. Call the
park office at 218-384-4610.  

Lake Bemidji State Park
218-755-3983

May 13, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Spring Birding on the Mississippi by Pontoon
Migrating waterfowl, herons, yellow-headed black birds
and many others take advantage of the river route to nest
and feed. Join the naturalist for a guided tour of a short
section of the river downstream of Lake Bemidji. Limited
to 18 participants. Contact the park at 218-755-3843 to
sign up.

May 27 & June 3,10, 17, 24, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bog Watcher Sundays
The naturalist will be roving the boardwalk to help you
locate the common or uncommon flowers of the bog.
During this period of late May to early July visitors will
find a variety of orchids in bloom and insect eating plants.
Meet you at the boardwalk!

June 22; July 6, 20; August 3, 17, 8:30 to 11:30
a.m.
Kids Fishing Fridays
Kids 6-14 years of age are invited on this guided fishing
trip to develop fishing skills and explore our lake
environment. For safety reasons, the program is limited
to nine young anglers. Sign up by calling the park office.

June 23, 10 a.m. to Noon
Seldom Seen Shores
The lake and trees are important resources for us now,
and in the future. Join us as we search for evidence of
past lake shores and the people that enjoyed these
resources. Envision the lake and other resources in an
archaeological light. This hike will take an often used but
seldom seen trail. Join us!

July 8, 10 a.m. to Noon
Sundew Secrets
Sky dragons, water tigers, whirligigs and scorpions!
Learn about these and many more as you join us for an
exploratory excursion to Sundew Pond. Discover the
importance of this watershed resource as we look for the
“hidden treasures” of the pond. Bring the whole family
and a willingness to “get wet.”

August 18, 10 a.m. to Noon
Time Traveler
What do plants, go devils, knappers and a hot summer
all have in common? Join us as we delve into the richness
of our resources, the impact we have on it and the
influence it has on us. Participants will learn with your
“hands on” the past/your “minds in” the present how to
“connect with” the future of our natural world. A family
program that will enlighten us on our important connection
to these valuable resources.

Lake Bronson State Park
218-754-2200

August 3-5
2007 International Woodcarvers Festival
The 2007 International Woodcarvers Festival will be held
again this year at Lake Bronson State Park from August
3rd thru August 5th. Participants can enter their wood
carvings and will be judged under a variety of categories
such as the People’s Choice, Game Birds, Fish and Marine,
Mayor’s Choice, and many others categories. Carvings

on instruction; the art and purpose involved in fly-tying;
fish species habits and identification; varieties of rods,
reel and equipment; the history, development and ethics
of the sport; and habitats, watershed protection and
stewardship. Equipment will be provided. Meet at the
picnic area. Program provided by staff from St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway.

August 4, 7 p.m.
Stephanie “The Bat Lady”
Take a lively, around-the-world tour of bats with Stephanie!
Learn how bats help to save the rainforests, and why you
should thank a bat for bubblegum and bananas! At the
end, meet a live Minnesota bat, up close, but safe, and
watch him eat some “bugs.” Did you know bats are good
luck? And that there are over 1100 different kinds of bats?
Join us to discover more! Meet at the campground
amphitheater.

August 10 and 11, 9 p.m.
Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors
What better place to view the night sky than the open
prairie! Join guest astronomer Steve Tonsfeldt for slides
of some of the most impressive and beautiful sights from
space (August 10) or a slide show of meteorite impact
craters, and a chance to handle actual meteorites (August
11). Following the slides, (about 10:00 p.m.) take a short
walk into the prairie for a live view of the night sky’s
features through telescopes, and watch the Perseid meteor
shower. Bring bug spray, flashlights, and binoculars if you
have them. Meet at the campground amphitheater. Slides
will be shown inside the visitor center instead if weather
is poor.

August 18, 2 to 4 p.m.
Herbs For Health
Herbalist/educator Teresa Wolfe from Welcome Harvest
Herbs and Products uses fascinating and intriguing stories
to describe various historical medicinal, edible and other
uses of plants found in the wild in Minnesota. Learn
possible ways to take greater control over your health,
and learn how to recognize some of the plants you’re
likely to see throughout Minnesota. Each participating
family will make an herbal medicinal salve traditionally
used for insect bites and stings. Meet at visitor center.

August 25, 6:30 p.m.
Fiddler Pierre Jacques Pleau and the Northern
Lights Musicians and Junior Folk Dancers
Travel back in time with fiddler and storyteller Pierre
Jacques Pleau and his friends to the days of candlelight
and campfires. Come join Pierre for an early evening round
of storytelling, music, folk dancing, and musical games.
Meet at campground amphitheater.

William O’Brien State Park
651-433-0500 ext. 227

May 27, July 1, & September 2, 10:50 a.m.
Antique Train Ride
Join us on the rails as we take an antique train ride. After
a mile walk out to the train tracks, a naturalist and a train

conductor will rove the train cars and take you on a tour
of the history and landscapes of the St. Croix Valley. At
Osceola, Wisconsin, you can hop off the train for lunch
or antiquing or continue on the train to Dresser, Wisconsin.
The train turns around at Dresser, makes another brief
stop at Osceola, and will then bring you back to the park.
So bring snacks or a lunch if you plan to stay on the train.
The day starts at the interpretive center at 10:50 a.m.,
when we will head out to the tracks. The train will drop
you back at the park around 3:00 p.m. The cost is $15.00
for adults, $10.00 for kids under 16, and children under
4 ride free. So join us for this fun, unique experience on
the rails. The train will stop, for passengers, at the park,
on other weekends during the summer, but only the three
major holiday weekends. A naturalist on-board.

June 23, 7:30 p.m. & August 18, 7 p.m.
Up the River... By Kayak!
Join us at the William O’Brien Lake Alice swimming beach
and discover a different way to explore the St. Croix River,
its sloughs and slackwater; become one with the river
and its wildlife by experiencing the pace and fun of a
kayak!  Join National Park Ranger Linda Krings to explore
the basics of this fast growing sport. Learn about the
types of kayaks, gear and basic paddle strokes. For those
interested, an opportunity will be given to paddle a kayak
around the lake beach area. This program is for everyone!
So bring a lawn chair, blanket or grab a picnic table and
meet at the Lake Alice swimming beach for a fantastic
program on kayaking!

June 16, & August 18, 1 p.m.
Art In the Park
There is no better way to discover William O’Brien State
Park than by looking at it through the eyes of an artist,
you. Join Bonnie Ellis, an award-winning artist, lecturer
and teacher as she helps you explore the park through
the world of art. She is offering two classes.

June 30, 9 a.m. to Noon (Visitor Center) &
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (Picnic Grounds)
Fly-Fishing Workshop
The St. Croix River is a pristine place which harbors the
elusive trout. Now is your time to try something new or
add experience and knowledge to what you already know.
Join National Park Ranger John Weinberg and individuals
from the Fly-Fishing Federation, Trout Unlimited and the
St. Paul Fly-Tiers, for a day of fly-fishing at the park.
Morning classes consist of fundamentals, (history, lore
and theory), equipment, and fly-tying. The afternoon
sessions consist of casting demonstrations, with hands-
on instruction in small groups with an instructor as you
learn how to cast. Bring your own equipment or it will be
provided for your use. It is a fun, informative day for
everyone!

July 7 & August 11, 7 p.m.
Short and Tall Tales
Dwight Wilcox, a local storyteller from Forest Lake, will
be telling stories about the St. Croix Valley and other silly
stories. Some true, some not so true, but all fun and
entertaining.  Stories include: Little Green Frogs, Grandpa
Came from Canada, Logging the St. Croix, and The Pet.
After the storytelling, we will have a marshmallow roast
around the campfire. So bring your lawn chair or grab a

bench and become enthralled in this special program at
the park! Meet at the visitor center fire ring.

July 14, 7 p.m.
The Life of the Voyageur
History abounds in the St. Croix Valley! Grab a bench or
bring a lawn chair as we travel back in history to the life
of the voyageur. They were happy, hearty people who
hauled the furs up and down the river ways in their large
canoes. Through stories and song, Jacques Deseve, will
take you through a typical day of a voyageur. This fun,
family program is one you won’t want to miss. Meet at
the visitor center fire ring.

July 21, August 25 & September 1, 8:30 p.m.
Universe In The Park
Join William O’Brien State Park for a night of stellar
proportions! With little outside light, state parks are a
wonderful dark place to view the night sky! The University
of Minnesota Astronomy Department will be taking you
on a spectacular tour of the night skies. After a short talk
on the evening skies, they will take you outside to view
some of these celestial sights through telescopes. The
moon, planets and more will be discovered on these
special nights in the park. If it is cloudy, we will still have
the indoor presentation. Meet at the visitor center.

August 4, 9 p.m.
Star Struck!
Join Mark Nook, astronomer from St. Cloud State University,
as we explore the night sky. Through a talk and telescopes
we will open up your eyes to some of the spectacular
views the night has to offer. Meet at the visitor center.

September 1, 7 p.m.
The Untouchables!
Head to the Riverside Amphitheater as William O’Brien
sponsors a special program from the Wildlife Science
Center called “The Untouchables.” Meet a live porcupine,
skunk, hognose snake, owl and more! Learn the myths
and the truths about these unlovable animals and find
out why they aren’t so unlovable and should hold a special
place in your heart! An enlightening program that you
and your family do not want to miss! The program will
be held in the visitor center in case of rain.

September 29 & 30,  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Voyageur Canoe Encampment and Park
OPEN HOUSE!
Join us on September 29 and 30 at the picnic area along
the banks of the beautiful St. Croix River at William O’Brien
State Park for a journey into the past. The French word
for traveler is voyageur. The voyageurs were a group of
men who traveled down the St. Croix River hauling furs
in large wooden canoes. The feats of the voyageur are
legendary. They would paddle their canoes at least 14
hours per day, portaging 90-pound packs of furs two at
a time over trails between the rivers and lakes they
traveled. William O’Brien will be hosting two voyageur
brigades, the Neebing Company from Thunder Bay, Ontario,
and La Compagnie from Historic Fort Snelling. They’ll be
setting up camp in the picnic grounds at the park.
Demonstrations and programs on beading, rope making,
pipestone carving, paddle carving, hawk throwing, camp
cooking and a special presentation by Jacques Deseve,
on the voyageur life will be highlighted. It is also William
O’Brien’s Open House weekend, so no vehicle permits
are needed to enter the park!  Come on down and
experience history along the beautiful St. Croix River!

Looking for other fun activities outside of state parks ? The
Minnesota Office of Tourism can help.

Explore Minnesota Tourism
888-TOURISM  (868-7476)

www.exploreminnesota.com

Comprehensive, detailed information on places to stay and
things to do.  Publications include: Minnesota Travel Guide,
Minnesota Explorer travel newspaper, Scenic Byways,
guides to biking, fishing and wildlife watching, and directories
of hotels/motels,campgrounds, resorts and B&Bs.
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and exhibits are on display throughout the event on
Saturday and Sunday for viewing. For those wanting to
try their own skills at a little woodcarving, a whittling
event will take place on Saturday with awards given for
the best novice and advanced whittling during the festival.
Other activities and events will also be taking place during
the Woodcarvers Festival, call the park for more details
at 218-754-2200.

Lake Maria State Park
763-878-2325

May 20, 1 to 2 p.m.
Minnesota’s Loons
Come learn about this popular Minnesota state bird. Stan
Tekiela, naturalist, wildlife photographer and author of
several field guides, will present this program.

June 3
Wild Edibles
Steve Saupe from St. John’s University will explain how
to identify, pick and prepare wild edible plants. Call for
time and more information. (763) 878-2325

June 8-10
Bike Packing Workshop
Learn the basics of self-contained bike travel. The
Backcountry Trail Patrol will lead this workshop designed
for the beginner. It will consist of classroom instruction,
25 miles of daily riding and two nights of self-contained
camping. A fee of $20 covers meals, supplies and camping.
Held at both Lake Maria State Park and Sand Dunes State
Forest. For further information and registration, call Lake
Maria at (763) 878-2325.

June 17, 1 to 2 p.m.
Let’s Talk Turtles
See Lake Maria turtles up close! You’ll learn about their
unique habits and discover that Lake Maria is home to the
threatened Blanding’s turtle.

September 22, 10 to 11 a.m.
Lake Maria’s Amphibians
Frogs, toads and salamanders will be featured guests in
this program. Learn to identify common amphibians of
Minnesota. See live amphibians and learn about their
unique adaptations and lifestyles.

Lake Shetek State Park
507-763-3256

June 3, 11:30 a.m.
Open House with the Friends of Lake Shetek
State Park
Enjoy a lunch with the Friends of Lake Shetek State Park.
Visit with park staff, neighbors, and make new friends
during the Friends group fundraiser. The Friends group is
working on raising funds to purchase additional children
play structure equipment for the park. The Friends group
also invites everyone to stay after lunch for their Annual
Meeting and learn what else the group is working toward.

Late May or Early June
Stocking Northern Pike
Where do all the northern pike come from? Many of
southwestern Minnesota’s lakes are stocked with these
predatory fish. Visit with fisheries staff as they draw down
water from the fish-rearing ponds within Lake Shetek State
Park to collect fingerling northern pike. Learn about all
the work that fisheries staff must complete in order to
create a successful stocking program. Visitors can watch
fisheries staff catch and load the small northern pike into
the holding tanks. Bring your questions. Date will be set
closer to the event as everything is weather dependant.
Contact the park for further information.

August 18
Lake Shetek Re-Visited
Events start with a bus tour of all nine Shetek settler’s
cabin sites involved in the Dakota War of 1862 (Dakota
Conflict). Learn about the chain of events that led up to
the Conflict on that fateful day of August 20, 1862 when
15 Shetek settlers lost their lives. At night, listen to Mrs.
Eastlick’s unbelievable story about how she and two of
her sons survived the Dakota Conflict. Further events for
the weekend are also being planned. Contact the park for
further information.

Mille Lacs Kathio State Park
320-532-3523

May 18, 3 p.m.
Bird Banding Demonstration
DNR Ecologist Mike North has studied bird populations in
many different regions. In this special program he will
show the process of capture, banding, documentation and
release, while sharing information about bird populations
and migration. Meet at the Interpretive Center.

May 26, 8 p.m.
Remarkable Reptiles
Special guest Jim Gerholdt will use live turtles, lizards and
snakes to illustrate this family-oriented presentation about
reptiles from Minnesota and beyond. Meet at the council
ring next to the interpretive center. In case of rain the
program will be held inside the interpretive center.

June 3, 11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation Day
Gather at the park’s picnic area to see and try out the
latest and greatest in outdoor recreation gear including
canoes, inflatable kayaks, personal flotation devices, fishing
equipment, tents, camping gear and more. Minnesota DNR
and St. Cloud State University staff will present outdoor
skills mini-sessions including campfire making, fish casting,
compass orienteering for kids and camp cooking. A 90-
minute class on beginning bird watching will begin at 9
a.m. A 90-minute class on outdoor photography will begin
at 11 a.m.

July 28, 8:30 p.m.
Universe in the Park
Join astronomers from the University of Minnesota as they
share their telescopes and their knowledge of the heavens.

The program will begin at the interpretive center with a
short presentation on astronomy. Telescope viewing
outdoors will follow. In case of rain the indoor astronomy
presentation will still be held at the interpretive center.

August 4, 8 p.m.
Bruce Murray, Anishinabe Storyteller
He’s back by popular demand! Bruce Murray, who has
worked as an actor and comedian, is a history guide with
the Minnesota Historical Society. In this family-oriented
campfire program, Bruce will tell stories from his Ojibwe
heritage, share some funny tales and illustrate the
importance of humor in American Indian storytelling.
Meet at the council ring next to the interpretive center.
In case of rain the program will be held inside the
interpretive center.

September 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Archaeology Day
Enjoy a full day of activities sponsored by the Minnesota
Archaeological Society. Ongoing demonstrations include
flint knapping, pottery making, ancient watercraft, spears
and spear throwing, children’s activities  and a small
archaeological dig. Displays include artifact collections,
books and pamphlets and feature archaeology projects of
St. Cloud State University, Minnesota Historical Society
and the Office of the State Archaeologist. Films about
archaeology will run continuously at the interpretive center
and voyageur canoe tours will take you to see unique
views of archaeological sites of the Kathio National Historic
Landmark District.

Old Mill State Park
218-437-8174

August 26
Grinding Days
Get ready to step back in time as you hear the old whistle
blow at Larson Mill located in Old Mill State Park. Come
and see one of the few Case 359 steam engines in the
United States. Marshall County Historical Society volunteers
will fire up the engine and have the granite millstones
turning on the afternoon of Sunday, August 26, 2007.
Historical society volunteers will demonstrate the workings
of the mill and how the wheat is ground into flour. Call
the park for more details at 218-437-8174.

Sibley State Park
320-354-2002 (interpretive center)
320-354-2055 (park office)

May 12, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Fire–Friend or Foe?
Everyone knows that fire is scary and dangerous. Did you
know that fire is also helpful and beneficial? We will
examine how we use fire in Sibley to improve the forests
and prairies. We will show you some of the fire equipment
that we use to manage the park’s natural resources.

June 9, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Pondview Trail Walk
Come with us as we explore and examine the fascinating
plants and animals found in and around a pond. We will
also explore why wetlands are important for people too.

July 14, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Prairie View
Explore one of Sibley’s rarest and most beautiful habitats
–the prairie. Discover the prairie and how we take care of
it, while looking for wildflowers blooming today. Please
bring your car.

August 11, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Native Prairie Gardening
Visit Sibley’s native prairie garden and discover the
enjoyment, beauty, benefits and ease of growing wild
plants.

September 8, 9 to 5 p.m.
Sibley State Park’s Open House Day
Free admission, refreshments and a fun day of entertaining,
educational activities and tours are on the schedule for
OPEN HOUSE DAY.  Sibley’s Open House is held each year
in conjunction with Prairie Pothole Day at Stoney Ridge
Farm, 3/4-mile north of Sibley. Prairie Pothole Day is a
Minnesota Waterfowl Association event which features
dog trials, hunting and fishing seminars and marksmanship

demonstrations plus much more. People can participate
free of charge in two great outdoor learning events
surrounded by beautiful scenery and fun activities. For
further details of Sibley’s Open House, contact the park
at 320-354-2055 or go to the DNR web page at
www.mnstateparks.info.

Soudan Underground Mine
State Park
218-753-2245

June 23, 6:30 p.m.
Bat House Construction
Do you have bats in your attic or do you want to attract
bats to your backyard? Join us as we build houses for our
flying mamma–the bat. During the program you will learn
about bats, build a bat house to take home (one house
per family), and watch as bats leave the mine in search
of food. Part of the program is held outside, so it may be
adjusted due to poor weather conditions. Please dress
appropriately, i.e., prepare for the cool evenings and
insects. Flashlights are optional. There is a fee for this
program. Registration is required by calling the park at
218-753-2245. Space is limited.

July 21, August 3, 7:30 p.m. & August 18, 8 p.m.
Batty About Bats
Bats are often misunderstood and disliked, possibly because
of their portrayal in movies and media. They are actually
a very interesting animal with many adaptations and
abilities. Join us at Soudan Underground Mine while we
search for these “creatures of the night” and learn about
their special characteristics. The evening will include
games, songs, activities, and a visit to one of the old mine
shafts to see the bats as they begin their search for food.
Just remember, “bats eat bugs, they don’t eat people.”
The program is held outside, so it may be adjusted due to
poor weather conditions. Please dress appropriately, i.e.
prepare for the cool evenings and insects. Flashlights are
optional.

Whitewater State Park
(507) 932-3007, extension 0

June 9, Morning
Take a Kid Fishing Day
Whitewater State Park’s 9th Annual Take a Kid Fishing
Day is designed to help youngsters, 5 to 15 years old,
learn how to trout fish.  Guides will take small groups of
kids and parents to different parts of the Middle Branch
of the Whitewater River. Kids will learn how to rig their
pole, where to cast and how to release fish safely. Lunch
is provided. Participants will receive a small, starter tackle
box. Bring a spinning reel and rod if you have one. One
adult signs up per youth. Call (507) 932-3007, extension
0 for time and reservations.

June 16, Late Afternoon to Early Evening
Biking to Save the Turtles
Each June rare Blanding’s turtles lay their eggs at a site
twenty miles from Whitewater. Females leave their wetlands
and cross a road en route to their sand prairie nesting
area. You can help this threatened species survive by

assisting them across the road. Last year we moved
dozens! Participants, ten years of older, will patrol the
road on bicycles. Call (507) 932-3007, extension 0 for
exact time, meeting location and reservations.

June 30, 8 to 9 p.m.
Native American Rock Art
Scattered across the blufflands of southwestern Wisconsin
and southeastern Minnesota are dozens of pictographs
and petroglyphs made by early Native Americans. Tonight
Ernie Boszhardt, Regional Archaeologist with the
Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center at the University
of Wisconsin at La Crosse, will introduce rock art of this
area. Mr. Boszhardt has written three fascinating books
on local archaeology. Participants are encouraged to bring
Native American artifacts for identification and leads on
additional rock art sites. Free handouts on regional
archaeology will be available as well as educational
materials for sale (videos and books).

July 21, Activities at Various Times
Pioneer Marnach House 150th Anniversary
Celebration
In 1857 Luxembourger immigrant Nicholas Marnach and
his father John completed a stone home in the wilderness
of the Whitewater River valley. In the early 1990s modern
-day Luxembourgers and area residents restored the home.
This year is the 150th anniversary of the home and a grand
celebration is being planned involving people from both
sides of the Atlantic. Contact Whitewater State Park at
(507) 932-3007, extension 0 for details of this day’s
festivities.

July 28, 8 to 9 p.m.
Live Eagle!
Want to see a live bald eagle up close? Tonight you can!
Bring your camera. Mary Beth Garrigan, Director of the
National Eagle Center in Wabasha, will be at Whitewater
State Park to share with us the tremendous comeback
story of our national bird. With a live eagle on her fist,
she will introduce the bald eagle’s life history and discuss
why the Mississippi River and the blufflands are so
important to their survival.

August 3, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Soldiers;
Company K, First Minnesota Infantry
Discover Winona County’s involvement in the Civil War!
Dr. William Crozier, Saint Mary’s University Archivist, will
share the history and accomplishment of area men with
photographs, descriptions and their own stories. Minnesota
was only three years old and on the frontier of the United
States, when the war began in 1861. How did soldiers
from this area compare with other Union soldiers? Dr.
Crozier will focus on Company K, First Minnesota volunteer
infantry and their heroic role in the Battle of Gettysburg.

September 8, 8 to 9 p.m.
Rare Plants of Minnesota and the Blufflands
Located at the crossroads of where North America’s
deciduous forest, coniferous forest and prairie meet,
Minnesota is rich in its variety of plant species, including
many rare ones. Join Minnesota plant experts Rosemary

and Malcolm MacFarlane for this evening’s slides
introducing the fascinating rare plants of Minnesota and
the blufflands.

September 15, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Electrofishing Demonstration
Electrofishing is a very important tool used by the Fisheries
Division of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
By inspecting captured fish, the species, size, age and
abundance of fish in a given section of stream can be
determined. Participants will see how the equipment is
used, learn of its role in research and find out how its use
is contributing to the Whitewater Watershed Project.
Youngsters get to release the fish!

Wild River State Park
(651) 583-2125 (Park Office)
(651) 583-2925 (Park Naturalist)

All summer, visitors’ choice of dates and times
Prairie Care–Every Seed Makes a Difference
Join Wild River’s Prairie Care project by becoming a
“Species Steward” and visiting the park every two weeks
or more often to record observations about your species
and collect its seed for the park to use in restoring rare
oak savanna and prairie landscape. Contact the park
naturalist for more information.

For a relaxing stroll in the prairie with less time
commitment, come for a seed-collecting program any
Saturday or Sunday from September 8 through October
28 at 1 p.m. Help keep prairies and savannas and their
plant and animal species healthy by helping to collect
wildflower and grass seed. Your efforts will make a big
difference in the future of the park, its visitors and its
wildlife. Meet at visitor center.

Friends of Wild River State Park Guest
Program Series:
The following fascinating programs by special guest
presenters are sponsored and funded by Friends of Wild
River State Park:

May 19, 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Seegwan–A Celebration of the Sights and
Sounds of Spring
Our special presenter this year is award-winning
Minnesota author and musician Doug Wood, at an evening
concert with fellow musician Steve Borgstrom. Seegwan
features a full day of special programs plus a sale of
native plants for landscaping around your home or
business. Come for the day, or as long as you’d like. Bird
hike starts at 7:30 a.m., and a variety of programs follow
during the morning and afternoon. Get some hands-on
experience helping bring back the diverse prairie which
existed before pioneer farmers began to change the
landscape–your help can make it happen. The grand
finale with Doug Wood and Steve Borgstrom will be at
7 p.m. at the campground amphitheater, combining
songs, stories, and a book signing session.

June 23, 1 to 4 p.m.
The Ancient Art of Stone Tools
Nationally known artist-knapper and Potawatomi tribe
member Dale Cannon shares his love of flint-knapping in
a demonstration and discussion of the art of making tools
from stone. Learn about past and present-day techniques
for making arrow points, scrapers, knives, and other utility
tools, get an insight into the people who used these tools
as part of their daily lives, see examples from Dale’s
collection, and get in-depth information about any points
or tools you bring. Meet at visitor center.

July 28, 7:30 p.m.
Nature and Campfire Stories Told by
Dwight Wilcox
Dwight Wilcox will be telling stories about the St. Croix
Valley and sharing campfire tales. Some true, some not
so true, but all fun and entertaining. Hear tall tales and
true tales of the north woods and the St. Croix Valley, and
fun stories and fables with a few surprises. Meet at the
campground amphitheater.

August 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Fly-Fishing and River Ecology Seminar
Adults and teens can explore the challenges, skills, history,
ethics, and fascination of fly-fishing. Park rangers and
volunteers will be sharing casting techniques and hands
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and exhibits are on display throughout the event on
Saturday and Sunday for viewing. For those wanting to
try their own skills at a little woodcarving, a whittling
event will take place on Saturday with awards given for
the best novice and advanced whittling during the festival.
Other activities and events will also be taking place during
the Woodcarvers Festival, call the park for more details
at 218-754-2200.

Lake Maria State Park
763-878-2325

May 20, 1 to 2 p.m.
Minnesota’s Loons
Come learn about this popular Minnesota state bird. Stan
Tekiela, naturalist, wildlife photographer and author of
several field guides, will present this program.

June 3
Wild Edibles
Steve Saupe from St. John’s University will explain how
to identify, pick and prepare wild edible plants. Call for
time and more information. (763) 878-2325

June 8-10
Bike Packing Workshop
Learn the basics of self-contained bike travel. The
Backcountry Trail Patrol will lead this workshop designed
for the beginner. It will consist of classroom instruction,
25 miles of daily riding and two nights of self-contained
camping. A fee of $20 covers meals, supplies and camping.
Held at both Lake Maria State Park and Sand Dunes State
Forest. For further information and registration, call Lake
Maria at (763) 878-2325.

June 17, 1 to 2 p.m.
Let’s Talk Turtles
See Lake Maria turtles up close! You’ll learn about their
unique habits and discover that Lake Maria is home to the
threatened Blanding’s turtle.

September 22, 10 to 11 a.m.
Lake Maria’s Amphibians
Frogs, toads and salamanders will be featured guests in
this program. Learn to identify common amphibians of
Minnesota. See live amphibians and learn about their
unique adaptations and lifestyles.

Lake Shetek State Park
507-763-3256

June 3, 11:30 a.m.
Open House with the Friends of Lake Shetek
State Park
Enjoy a lunch with the Friends of Lake Shetek State Park.
Visit with park staff, neighbors, and make new friends
during the Friends group fundraiser. The Friends group is
working on raising funds to purchase additional children
play structure equipment for the park. The Friends group
also invites everyone to stay after lunch for their Annual
Meeting and learn what else the group is working toward.

Late May or Early June
Stocking Northern Pike
Where do all the northern pike come from? Many of
southwestern Minnesota’s lakes are stocked with these
predatory fish. Visit with fisheries staff as they draw down
water from the fish-rearing ponds within Lake Shetek State
Park to collect fingerling northern pike. Learn about all
the work that fisheries staff must complete in order to
create a successful stocking program. Visitors can watch
fisheries staff catch and load the small northern pike into
the holding tanks. Bring your questions. Date will be set
closer to the event as everything is weather dependant.
Contact the park for further information.

August 18
Lake Shetek Re-Visited
Events start with a bus tour of all nine Shetek settler’s
cabin sites involved in the Dakota War of 1862 (Dakota
Conflict). Learn about the chain of events that led up to
the Conflict on that fateful day of August 20, 1862 when
15 Shetek settlers lost their lives. At night, listen to Mrs.
Eastlick’s unbelievable story about how she and two of
her sons survived the Dakota Conflict. Further events for
the weekend are also being planned. Contact the park for
further information.

Mille Lacs Kathio State Park
320-532-3523

May 18, 3 p.m.
Bird Banding Demonstration
DNR Ecologist Mike North has studied bird populations in
many different regions. In this special program he will
show the process of capture, banding, documentation and
release, while sharing information about bird populations
and migration. Meet at the Interpretive Center.

May 26, 8 p.m.
Remarkable Reptiles
Special guest Jim Gerholdt will use live turtles, lizards and
snakes to illustrate this family-oriented presentation about
reptiles from Minnesota and beyond. Meet at the council
ring next to the interpretive center. In case of rain the
program will be held inside the interpretive center.

June 3, 11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Outdoor Recreation Day
Gather at the park’s picnic area to see and try out the
latest and greatest in outdoor recreation gear including
canoes, inflatable kayaks, personal flotation devices, fishing
equipment, tents, camping gear and more. Minnesota DNR
and St. Cloud State University staff will present outdoor
skills mini-sessions including campfire making, fish casting,
compass orienteering for kids and camp cooking. A 90-
minute class on beginning bird watching will begin at 9
a.m. A 90-minute class on outdoor photography will begin
at 11 a.m.

July 28, 8:30 p.m.
Universe in the Park
Join astronomers from the University of Minnesota as they
share their telescopes and their knowledge of the heavens.

The program will begin at the interpretive center with a
short presentation on astronomy. Telescope viewing
outdoors will follow. In case of rain the indoor astronomy
presentation will still be held at the interpretive center.

August 4, 8 p.m.
Bruce Murray, Anishinabe Storyteller
He’s back by popular demand! Bruce Murray, who has
worked as an actor and comedian, is a history guide with
the Minnesota Historical Society. In this family-oriented
campfire program, Bruce will tell stories from his Ojibwe
heritage, share some funny tales and illustrate the
importance of humor in American Indian storytelling.
Meet at the council ring next to the interpretive center.
In case of rain the program will be held inside the
interpretive center.

September 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Archaeology Day
Enjoy a full day of activities sponsored by the Minnesota
Archaeological Society. Ongoing demonstrations include
flint knapping, pottery making, ancient watercraft, spears
and spear throwing, children’s activities  and a small
archaeological dig. Displays include artifact collections,
books and pamphlets and feature archaeology projects of
St. Cloud State University, Minnesota Historical Society
and the Office of the State Archaeologist. Films about
archaeology will run continuously at the interpretive center
and voyageur canoe tours will take you to see unique
views of archaeological sites of the Kathio National Historic
Landmark District.

Old Mill State Park
218-437-8174

August 26
Grinding Days
Get ready to step back in time as you hear the old whistle
blow at Larson Mill located in Old Mill State Park. Come
and see one of the few Case 359 steam engines in the
United States. Marshall County Historical Society volunteers
will fire up the engine and have the granite millstones
turning on the afternoon of Sunday, August 26, 2007.
Historical society volunteers will demonstrate the workings
of the mill and how the wheat is ground into flour. Call
the park for more details at 218-437-8174.

Sibley State Park
320-354-2002 (interpretive center)
320-354-2055 (park office)

May 12, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Fire–Friend or Foe?
Everyone knows that fire is scary and dangerous. Did you
know that fire is also helpful and beneficial? We will
examine how we use fire in Sibley to improve the forests
and prairies. We will show you some of the fire equipment
that we use to manage the park’s natural resources.

June 9, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Pondview Trail Walk
Come with us as we explore and examine the fascinating
plants and animals found in and around a pond. We will
also explore why wetlands are important for people too.

July 14, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Prairie View
Explore one of Sibley’s rarest and most beautiful habitats
–the prairie. Discover the prairie and how we take care of
it, while looking for wildflowers blooming today. Please
bring your car.

August 11, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Native Prairie Gardening
Visit Sibley’s native prairie garden and discover the
enjoyment, beauty, benefits and ease of growing wild
plants.

September 8, 9 to 5 p.m.
Sibley State Park’s Open House Day
Free admission, refreshments and a fun day of entertaining,
educational activities and tours are on the schedule for
OPEN HOUSE DAY.  Sibley’s Open House is held each year
in conjunction with Prairie Pothole Day at Stoney Ridge
Farm, 3/4-mile north of Sibley. Prairie Pothole Day is a
Minnesota Waterfowl Association event which features
dog trials, hunting and fishing seminars and marksmanship
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demonstrations plus much more. People can participate 
free of charge in two great outdoor learning events 
surrounded by beautiful scenery and fun activities. For 
further details of Sibley’s Open House, contact the park 
at 320-354-2055 or go to the DNR web page at 
www.mnstateparks.info. 

Soudan Underground Mine
State Park 
218-753-2245 

June 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Bat House Construction 
Do you have bats in your attic or do you want to attract 
bats to your backyard? Join us as we build houses for our 
flying mamma–the bat. During the program you will learn 
about bats, build a bat house to take home (one house 
per family), and watch as bats leave the mine in search 
of food. Part of the program is held outside, so it may be 
adjusted due to poor weather conditions. Please dress 
appropriately, i.e., prepare for the cool evenings and 
insects. Flashlights are optional. There is a fee for this 
program. Registration is required by calling the park at 
218-753-2245. Space is limited. 

July 21, August 3, 7:30 p.m. & August 18, 8 p.m. 
Batty About Bats 
Bats are often misunderstood and disliked, possibly because 
of their portrayal in movies and media. They are actually 
a very interesting animal with many adaptations and 
abilities. Join us at Soudan Underground Mine while we 
search for these “creatures of the night” and learn about 
their special characteristics. The evening will include 
games, songs, activities, and a visit to one of the old mine 
shafts to see the bats as they begin their search for food. 
Just remember, “bats eat bugs, they don’t eat people.” 
The program is held outside, so it may be adjusted due to 
poor weather conditions. Please dress appropriately, i.e. 
prepare for the cool evenings and insects. Flashlights are 
optional. 

Whitewater State Park 
(507) 932-3007, extension 0 

June 9, Morning 
Take a Kid Fishing Day 
Whitewater State Park’s 9th Annual Take a Kid Fishing 
Day is designed to help youngsters, 5 to 15 years old, 
learn how to trout fish.  Guides will take small groups of 
kids and parents to different parts of the Middle Branch 
of the Whitewater River. Kids will learn how to rig their 
pole, where to cast and how to release fish safely. Lunch 
is provided. Participants will receive a small, starter tackle 
box. Bring a spinning reel and rod if you have one. One 
adult signs up per youth. Call (507) 932-3007, extension 
0 for time and reservations. 

June 16, Late Afternoon to Early Evening 
Biking to Save the Turtles 
Each June rare Blanding’s turtles lay their eggs at a site 
twenty miles from Whitewater. Females leave their wetlands 
and cross a road en route to their sand prairie nesting 
area. You can help this threatened species survive by 

assisting them across the road. Last year we moved 
dozens! Participants, ten years of older, will patrol the 
road on bicycles. Call (507) 932-3007, extension 0 for 
exact time, meeting location and reservations. 

June 30, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Native American Rock Art 
Scattered across the blufflands of southwestern Wisconsin 
and southeastern Minnesota are dozens of pictographs 
and petroglyphs made by early Native Americans. Tonight 
Ernie Boszhardt, Regional Archaeologist with the 
Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center at the University 
of Wisconsin at La Crosse, will introduce rock art of this 
area. Mr. Boszhardt has written three fascinating books 
on local archaeology. Participants are encouraged to bring 
Native American artifacts for identification and leads on 
additional rock art sites. Free handouts on regional 
archaeology will be available as well as educational 
materials for sale (videos and books). 

July 21, Activities at Various Times 
Pioneer Marnach House 150th Anniversary 
Celebration 
In 1857 Luxembourger immigrant Nicholas Marnach and 
his father John completed a stone home in the wilderness 
of the Whitewater River valley. In the early 1990s modern 
-day Luxembourgers and area residents restored the home. 
This year is the 150th anniversary of the home and a grand 
celebration is being planned involving people from both 
sides of the Atlantic. Contact Whitewater State Park at 
(507) 932-3007, extension 0 for details of this day’s 
festivities. 

July 28, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Live Eagle! 
Want to see a live bald eagle up close? Tonight you can! 
Bring your camera. Mary Beth Garrigan, Director of the 
National Eagle Center in Wabasha, will be at Whitewater 
State Park to share with us the tremendous comeback 
story of our national bird. With a live eagle on her fist, 
she will introduce the bald eagle’s life history and discuss 
why the Mississippi River and the blufflands are so 
important to their survival. 

August 3, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Soldiers; 
Company K, First Minnesota Infantry 
Discover Winona County’s involvement in the Civil War! 
Dr. William Crozier, Saint Mary’s University Archivist, will 
share the history and accomplishment of area men with 
photographs, descriptions and their own stories. Minnesota 
was only three years old and on the frontier of the United 
States, when the war began in 1861. How did soldiers 
from this area compare with other Union soldiers? Dr. 
Crozier will focus on Company K, First Minnesota volunteer 
infantry and their heroic role in the Battle of Gettysburg. 

September 8, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Rare Plants of Minnesota and the Blufflands 
Located at the crossroads of where North America’s 
deciduous forest, coniferous forest and prairie meet, 
Minnesota is rich in its variety of plant species, including 
many rare ones. Join Minnesota plant experts Rosemary 

and Malcolm MacFarlane for this evening’s slides 
introducing the fascinating rare plants of Minnesota and 
the blufflands. 

September 15, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Electrofishing Demonstration 
Electrofishing is a very important tool used by the Fisheries 
Division of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 
By inspecting captured fish, the species, size, age and 
abundance of fish in a given section of stream can be 
determined. Participants will see how the equipment is 
used, learn of its role in research and find out how its use 
is contributing to the Whitewater Watershed Project. 
Youngsters get to release the fish! 

Wild River State Park 
(651) 583-2125 (Park Office) 
(651) 583-2925 (Park Naturalist) 

All summer, visitors’ choice of dates and times 
Prairie Care–Every Seed Makes a Difference 
Join Wild River’s Prairie Care project by becoming a 
“Species Steward” and visiting the park every two weeks 
or more often to record observations about your species 
and collect its seed for the park to use in restoring rare 
oak savanna and prairie landscape. Contact the park 
naturalist for more information. 

For a relaxing stroll in the prairie with less time 
commitment, come for a seed-collecting program any 
Saturday or Sunday from September 8 through October 
28 at 1 p.m. Help keep prairies and savannas and their 
plant and animal species healthy by helping to collect 
wildflower and grass seed. Your efforts will make a big 
difference in the future of the park, its visitors and its 
wildlife. Meet at visitor center. 

Friends of Wild River State Park Guest 
Program Series: 
The following fascinating programs by special guest 
presenters are sponsored and funded by Friends of Wild 
River State Park: 

May 19, 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Seegwan–A Celebration of the Sights and 
Sounds of Spring 
Our special presenter this year is award-winning 
Minnesota author and musician Doug Wood, at an evening 
concert with fellow musician Steve Borgstrom. Seegwan 
features a full day of special programs plus a sale of 
native plants for landscaping around your home or 
business. Come for the day, or as long as you’d like. Bird 
hike starts at 7:30 a.m., and a variety of programs follow 
during the morning and afternoon. Get some hands-on 
experience helping bring back the diverse prairie which 
existed before pioneer farmers began to change the 
landscape–your help can make it happen. The grand 
finale with Doug Wood and Steve Borgstrom will be at 
7 p.m. at the campground amphitheater, combining 
songs, stories, and a book signing session. 

June 23, 1 to 4 p.m. 
The Ancient Art of Stone Tools 
Nationally known artist-knapper and Potawatomi tribe 
member Dale Cannon shares his love of flint-knapping in 
a demonstration and discussion of the art of making tools 
from stone. Learn about past and present-day techniques 
for making arrow points, scrapers, knives, and other utility 
tools, get an insight into the people who used these tools 
as part of their daily lives, see examples from Dale’s 
collection, and get in-depth information about any points 
or tools you bring. Meet at visitor center. 

July 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Nature and Campfire Stories Told by 
Dwight Wilcox 
Dwight Wilcox will be telling stories about the St. Croix 
Valley and sharing campfire tales. Some true, some not 
so true, but all fun and entertaining. Hear tall tales and 
true tales of the north woods and the St. Croix Valley, and 
fun stories and fables with a few surprises. Meet at the 
campground amphitheater. 

August 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Fly-Fishing and River Ecology Seminar 
Adults and teens can explore the challenges, skills, history, 
ethics, and fascination of fly-fishing. Park rangers and 
volunteers will be sharing casting techniques and hands 



July 6, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. (ongoing)
Please Fence Me In: Protecting Plants on the
North Shore
Stop by to chat with North Shore state parks’ resource
specialist, Harley Hanson, about current resource
management projects and methods used in the North
Shore state parks. Look for him along the trail between
the visitor center and the main waterfalls. If raining, he’ll
be in the visitor center.

July 13, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. (ongoing)
Native Plant Restoration
Stop by to chat with regional resource specialist, Tavis
Westbrook, about the use of native plants and some
of the restoration projects located in the park and in
other North Shore state parks. Look for Tavis by the
Middle Falls viewing platform. If raining, he’ll be in the
visitor center.

July 15, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (ongoing)
Lakeside Discoveries
Explore an ancient volcanic lava flow while taking time
to look for meat-eating plants, pollywogs, sallywogs,
agates, and more! Meet at the Picnic Flow, a pristine
“sub-arctic” Lake Superior shoreline area, between 9:30
to 10:30 a.m. to find the naturalist who will help get you
started in your lakeside discoveries.

August 10 & 11, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. (ongoing)
Flying Tigers: The Monarch Butterfly
Monarch butterfly enthusiast, Tom Uecker, will be here
to share his love of butterflies with you. Stop by the
“butterfly table” any time to learn about this orange and
black beauty. Meet in the visitor center.

Itasca State Park
218-266-2110

June 6 & 13, 10 a.m.
Oooh, Aaah Orchids!
Discover Itasca’s orchids through a short slide presentation
followed by a walk to see what’s blooming (species may
vary due to the weather). Meet at the Jacob V. Brower
Visitor Center classroom.

June 9, 8 p.m.
Minnesota’s Dragonflies!
Join local photographer John Weber as he shows his
exquisite photos of Minnesota’s dragonflies and learn
interesting facts on identifying these winged wonders!
Meet at the Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center.

July 11 & 12, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (ongoing)
Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display
Discover the life cycle of the monarch butterfly with Tom
Uecker. See samples of the caterpillar, chrysalis and the
adult. Meet at the Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center lobby.

July 15, 8 p.m.
Wolves in Minnesota, Campfire Talk
Join Tom Stursa, with the Minnesota DNR wildlife division,
as he shares the life history of Minnesota’s wolves. Visitors
will also get a little insight on the pack within the park.
Meet at the amphitheater campfire ring.

July 19, 1 to 3:30 p.m. (ongoing)
4th Annual Smokey Bear Day
Kids of all ages, have your picture taken with Smokey
Bear, see fire trucks used by smokechasers, spray a pump-
can, make a craft, learn about wildfire versus prescribed
fires and pick up your own Smokey Bear tokens during
this annual wildfire awareness day at Itasca. Meet at the
Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center.

August 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Junior Park Naturalist: Let’s Go Fishing!
MinnAqua Workshop. Kids, ages 9-12, come out and get
hooked on fishing as you learn all about the sport. Try
your hand at fishing from the pier on Lake Itasca and
more. Presented by MinnAqua, this program is limited to
20 children. Sign-up is required; contact the park visitor
center at 218-266-2100 or in person. Fee of $3 per child
includes a small tackle box.

September 29, 7 to 9 p.m.
Music Under the Pines: Paul Jones, Acoustic
Guitar
Acoustic guitarist Paul Jones fuses a variety of musical
influences during this exclusive performance. His unique
fingerstyle creates a blend of ballads and instrumentals
with overtones of contemporary folk origin. Enjoy songs
from his album “Baptism River.” Meet in the Jacob V.
Brower Visitor Center.

Jay Cooke State Park
218-384-4610

May 19, 1 p.m.
Spring Wildflower Hike
Spring has sprung and the flowers are celebrating! Join
us on this hike to discover the many beautiful flowers of
the park and how they can survive the varied weather of
spring. Meet at the River Inn Visitor Center.

June 15, 8 p.m.
Voices of the Park
Climb aboard on this trip through the past as we discover
how the park got its start and who roamed this land long
before us. Learn where to find traces of park history and
other interesting things to do during your stay. Meet at
the River Inn Visitor Center.

July 7, 4 to 5 p.m.
Junior Park Naturalist–Life in a Forest
The forest and the critters that live here are closely tied
together. Children will discover these connections through
fun activities as they learn about the animals, birds and
bugs that make the park their home. Meet at the River
Inn Visitor Center.

July 15, 1 to 2 p.m.
River Walk
Hike along the St. Louis River to explore the many
fascinating features of a riparian environment. Learn
about the plants and animals that live along the banks
of the river and how they help keep the river healthy.
This trail is not suitable for strollers. Meet at the River
Inn Visitor Center.

August 19, 1  to 2:30 p.m.
Hydroelectric Power Plant Tour
Minnesota Power’s Thomson Hydroelectric Station
celebrates its 100th Anniversary of providing electricity
to surrounding communities. Learn about this engineering
marvel by touring the plant facilities. Auto caravan. Must
be 10 years and up. Preregistration is required. Call the
park office at 218-384-4610.  

Lake Bemidji State Park
218-755-3983

May 13, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Spring Birding on the Mississippi by Pontoon
Migrating waterfowl, herons, yellow-headed black birds
and many others take advantage of the river route to nest
and feed. Join the naturalist for a guided tour of a short
section of the river downstream of Lake Bemidji. Limited
to 18 participants. Contact the park at 218-755-3843 to
sign up.

May 27 & June 3,10, 17, 24, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bog Watcher Sundays
The naturalist will be roving the boardwalk to help you
locate the common or uncommon flowers of the bog.
During this period of late May to early July visitors will
find a variety of orchids in bloom and insect eating plants.
Meet you at the boardwalk!

June 22; July 6, 20; August 3, 17, 8:30 to 11:30
a.m.
Kids Fishing Fridays
Kids 6-14 years of age are invited on this guided fishing
trip to develop fishing skills and explore our lake
environment. For safety reasons, the program is limited
to nine young anglers. Sign up by calling the park office.

June 23, 10 a.m. to Noon
Seldom Seen Shores
The lake and trees are important resources for us now,
and in the future. Join us as we search for evidence of
past lake shores and the people that enjoyed these
resources. Envision the lake and other resources in an
archaeological light. This hike will take an often used but
seldom seen trail. Join us!

July 8, 10 a.m. to Noon
Sundew Secrets
Sky dragons, water tigers, whirligigs and scorpions!
Learn about these and many more as you join us for an
exploratory excursion to Sundew Pond. Discover the
importance of this watershed resource as we look for the
“hidden treasures” of the pond. Bring the whole family
and a willingness to “get wet.”

August 18, 10 a.m. to Noon
Time Traveler
What do plants, go devils, knappers and a hot summer
all have in common? Join us as we delve into the richness
of our resources, the impact we have on it and the
influence it has on us. Participants will learn with your
“hands on” the past/your “minds in” the present how to
“connect with” the future of our natural world. A family
program that will enlighten us on our important connection
to these valuable resources.

Lake Bronson State Park
218-754-2200

August 3-5
2007 International Woodcarvers Festival
The 2007 International Woodcarvers Festival will be held
again this year at Lake Bronson State Park from August
3rd thru August 5th. Participants can enter their wood
carvings and will be judged under a variety of categories
such as the People’s Choice, Game Birds, Fish and Marine,
Mayor’s Choice, and many others categories. Carvings

on instruction; the art and purpose involved in fly-tying;
fish species habits and identification; varieties of rods,
reel and equipment; the history, development and ethics
of the sport; and habitats, watershed protection and
stewardship. Equipment will be provided. Meet at the
picnic area. Program provided by staff from St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway.

August 4, 7 p.m.
Stephanie “The Bat Lady”
Take a lively, around-the-world tour of bats with Stephanie!
Learn how bats help to save the rainforests, and why you
should thank a bat for bubblegum and bananas! At the
end, meet a live Minnesota bat, up close, but safe, and
watch him eat some “bugs.” Did you know bats are good
luck? And that there are over 1100 different kinds of bats?
Join us to discover more! Meet at the campground
amphitheater.

August 10 and 11, 9 p.m.
Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors
What better place to view the night sky than the open
prairie! Join guest astronomer Steve Tonsfeldt for slides
of some of the most impressive and beautiful sights from
space (August 10) or a slide show of meteorite impact
craters, and a chance to handle actual meteorites (August
11). Following the slides, (about 10:00 p.m.) take a short
walk into the prairie for a live view of the night sky’s
features through telescopes, and watch the Perseid meteor
shower. Bring bug spray, flashlights, and binoculars if you
have them. Meet at the campground amphitheater. Slides
will be shown inside the visitor center instead if weather
is poor.

August 18, 2 to 4 p.m.
Herbs For Health
Herbalist/educator Teresa Wolfe from Welcome Harvest
Herbs and Products uses fascinating and intriguing stories
to describe various historical medicinal, edible and other
uses of plants found in the wild in Minnesota. Learn
possible ways to take greater control over your health,
and learn how to recognize some of the plants you’re
likely to see throughout Minnesota. Each participating
family will make an herbal medicinal salve traditionally
used for insect bites and stings. Meet at visitor center.

August 25, 6:30 p.m.
Fiddler Pierre Jacques Pleau and the Northern
Lights Musicians and Junior Folk Dancers
Travel back in time with fiddler and storyteller Pierre
Jacques Pleau and his friends to the days of candlelight
and campfires. Come join Pierre for an early evening round
of storytelling, music, folk dancing, and musical games.
Meet at campground amphitheater.

William O’Brien State Park
651-433-0500 ext. 227

May 27, July 1, & September 2, 10:50 a.m.
Antique Train Ride
Join us on the rails as we take an antique train ride. After
a mile walk out to the train tracks, a naturalist and a train

conductor will rove the train cars and take you on a tour
of the history and landscapes of the St. Croix Valley. At
Osceola, Wisconsin, you can hop off the train for lunch
or antiquing or continue on the train to Dresser, Wisconsin.
The train turns around at Dresser, makes another brief
stop at Osceola, and will then bring you back to the park.
So bring snacks or a lunch if you plan to stay on the train.
The day starts at the interpretive center at 10:50 a.m.,
when we will head out to the tracks. The train will drop
you back at the park around 3:00 p.m. The cost is $15.00
for adults, $10.00 for kids under 16, and children under
4 ride free. So join us for this fun, unique experience on
the rails. The train will stop, for passengers, at the park,
on other weekends during the summer, but only the three
major holiday weekends. A naturalist on-board.

June 23, 7:30 p.m. & August 18, 7 p.m.
Up the River... By Kayak!
Join us at the William O’Brien Lake Alice swimming beach
and discover a different way to explore the St. Croix River,
its sloughs and slackwater; become one with the river
and its wildlife by experiencing the pace and fun of a
kayak!  Join National Park Ranger Linda Krings to explore
the basics of this fast growing sport. Learn about the
types of kayaks, gear and basic paddle strokes. For those
interested, an opportunity will be given to paddle a kayak
around the lake beach area. This program is for everyone!
So bring a lawn chair, blanket or grab a picnic table and
meet at the Lake Alice swimming beach for a fantastic
program on kayaking!

June 16, & August 18, 1 p.m.
Art In the Park
There is no better way to discover William O’Brien State
Park than by looking at it through the eyes of an artist,
you. Join Bonnie Ellis, an award-winning artist, lecturer
and teacher as she helps you explore the park through
the world of art. She is offering two classes.

June 30, 9 a.m. to Noon (Visitor Center) &
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (Picnic Grounds)
Fly-Fishing Workshop
The St. Croix River is a pristine place which harbors the
elusive trout. Now is your time to try something new or
add experience and knowledge to what you already know.
Join National Park Ranger John Weinberg and individuals
from the Fly-Fishing Federation, Trout Unlimited and the
St. Paul Fly-Tiers, for a day of fly-fishing at the park.
Morning classes consist of fundamentals, (history, lore
and theory), equipment, and fly-tying. The afternoon
sessions consist of casting demonstrations, with hands-
on instruction in small groups with an instructor as you
learn how to cast. Bring your own equipment or it will be
provided for your use. It is a fun, informative day for
everyone!

July 7 & August 11, 7 p.m.
Short and Tall Tales
Dwight Wilcox, a local storyteller from Forest Lake, will
be telling stories about the St. Croix Valley and other silly
stories. Some true, some not so true, but all fun and
entertaining.  Stories include: Little Green Frogs, Grandpa
Came from Canada, Logging the St. Croix, and The Pet.
After the storytelling, we will have a marshmallow roast
around the campfire. So bring your lawn chair or grab a

bench and become enthralled in this special program at
the park! Meet at the visitor center fire ring.

July 14, 7 p.m.
The Life of the Voyageur
History abounds in the St. Croix Valley! Grab a bench or
bring a lawn chair as we travel back in history to the life
of the voyageur. They were happy, hearty people who
hauled the furs up and down the river ways in their large
canoes. Through stories and song, Jacques Deseve, will
take you through a typical day of a voyageur. This fun,
family program is one you won’t want to miss. Meet at
the visitor center fire ring.

July 21, August 25 & September 1, 8:30 p.m.
Universe In The Park
Join William O’Brien State Park for a night of stellar
proportions! With little outside light, state parks are a
wonderful dark place to view the night sky! The University
of Minnesota Astronomy Department will be taking you
on a spectacular tour of the night skies. After a short talk
on the evening skies, they will take you outside to view
some of these celestial sights through telescopes. The
moon, planets and more will be discovered on these
special nights in the park. If it is cloudy, we will still have
the indoor presentation. Meet at the visitor center.

August 4, 9 p.m.
Star Struck!
Join Mark Nook, astronomer from St. Cloud State University,
as we explore the night sky. Through a talk and telescopes
we will open up your eyes to some of the spectacular
views the night has to offer. Meet at the visitor center.

September 1, 7 p.m.
The Untouchables!
Head to the Riverside Amphitheater as William O’Brien
sponsors a special program from the Wildlife Science
Center called “The Untouchables.” Meet a live porcupine,
skunk, hognose snake, owl and more! Learn the myths
and the truths about these unlovable animals and find
out why they aren’t so unlovable and should hold a special
place in your heart! An enlightening program that you
and your family do not want to miss! The program will
be held in the visitor center in case of rain.

September 29 & 30,  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Voyageur Canoe Encampment and Park
OPEN HOUSE!
Join us on September 29 and 30 at the picnic area along
the banks of the beautiful St. Croix River at William O’Brien
State Park for a journey into the past. The French word
for traveler is voyageur. The voyageurs were a group of
men who traveled down the St. Croix River hauling furs
in large wooden canoes. The feats of the voyageur are
legendary. They would paddle their canoes at least 14
hours per day, portaging 90-pound packs of furs two at
a time over trails between the rivers and lakes they
traveled. William O’Brien will be hosting two voyageur
brigades, the Neebing Company from Thunder Bay, Ontario,
and La Compagnie from Historic Fort Snelling. They’ll be
setting up camp in the picnic grounds at the park.
Demonstrations and programs on beading, rope making,
pipestone carving, paddle carving, hawk throwing, camp
cooking and a special presentation by Jacques Deseve,
on the voyageur life will be highlighted. It is also William
O’Brien’s Open House weekend, so no vehicle permits
are needed to enter the park!  Come on down and
experience history along the beautiful St. Croix River!

Looking for other fun activities outside of state parks ? The
Minnesota Office of Tourism can help.

Explore Minnesota Tourism
888-TOURISM  (868-7476)

www.exploreminnesota.com

Comprehensive, detailed information on places to stay and
things to do.  Publications include: Minnesota Travel Guide,
Minnesota Explorer travel newspaper, Scenic Byways,
guides to biking, fishing and wildlife watching, and directories
of hotels/motels,campgrounds, resorts and B&Bs.
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about the park and area. Challenge your imagination as
park naturalists demonstrate the benefits of outdoor
recreation. It will make you want to get up and yell! Meet
at the amphitheater.

August 10, 8:30 p.m. &  September 2, 8 p.m.
One-Hundred Feet Underground – Pristine
Places Beyond the Tour Route
Few people travel beyond the tour route in Mystery Cave,
but there is a lot of cave out there!  Join Jeff as he provides
a travelogue and explains what is involved in visiting the
wild portions of the cave. Find out the challenges and
delights cavers encounter in the remote areas of Mystery
Cave as they explore the subterranean realm. Meet at the
amphitheater.

August 11 & 25, 8:30 p.m.
Can Parrots Live in Minnesota?
There is evidence in the park of prior sea level changes.
Are there similar changes underway today? Could such
changes affect park animals? Find out about issues of
climate change that may affect actions you take in your
day-to-day lifestyle. Meet at the amphitheater.

September 15 & 22, 10 a.m.
Walnut Activity and Walk
The walnut is a common tree in the park that produces
a very nutritious nut. Find out how to collect, prepare,
and crack the nuts at this activity. On the walk that follows,
you’ll learn effective techniques to identify the walnuts
and have the opportunity to view some exceptional trees.
Meet the naturalist at the picnic shelter parking lot.

Fort Snelling State Park
612-725-2724

May 12, 8:30 a.m.
Birds, Birds, Birds!
Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day in one of
Minnesota’s important bird areas. We will walk the trails
of Minnesota River Valley with Bob Janssen in search of
migrating birds. Call the park for more information.

June 14, July 12, August 9 & September 13,
6:30 p.m.
Evening in the Park Series
The Fort Snelling area has been the crossroads of cultures
for hundreds of years. Join us with your picnic dinner for
our second summer of music and dance in the park. Each
of four evenings will reflect a different culture and the
impact that has made on our Twin Cites area. Please mark
these dates on your calendar:  June 14, July 12, August 9,
September 13.

June 21 & 22,  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp
Ages: girls and boys, 12 to 15 at the time of the camp.

Go fishing on Lake Snelling and the Mississippi River,
learn the art of fly-tying, study Minnesota fish and
invertebrates, and examine how water quality effects fish

populations. No experience necessary, but you must come
to camp prepared to learn. All materials and equipment
are provided. Bring lunch and a water bottle for the day.

September 22, 10 a.m.
Interpretive Bike Tour
Great waterfalls, Dakota villages, military camps and old
railroads are all waiting to be rediscovered and seen
through your mind’s eye. An interpretive naturalist will
lead the way on this easy ride with stops along the way.
This program is free and will leave from the park’s visitor
center parking lot. Please call the park to reserve your
place.

Frontenac State Park
651-345-3401

June 3, 1 p.m.
Frontenac State Park Open House Day
Frontenac is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year.
On Sunday, June 3, during the State Park Open House,
the Frontenac State Park Association is planning a host
of activities for visitors. At 1 p.m. a Wall of Honor in the
picnic shelter will be dedicated to all those individuals
and groups that have donated their time or money to help
establish or better the park. Guest speakers will tell of
the history of the park as well as what is planned for the
next 20 years. Also planned are a number of hikes led to
different parts of the park for those who want to see all
that Frontenac has to offer. A whole afternoon of activities
is being planned. Refreshments will be served.

Glacial Lakes State Park
320-239-2860

September 9, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Buckthorn Bash
All-day programs to celebrate Glacial Lakes
spectacular prairie landscape and the last European
buckthorn removal. Hosted by the Friends of Glacial
Lakes State Park.

11 a.m.  Hefty Prairie Hike
Leave from  upper campground amphitheater. Carry water.

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.   Implement Fair
Check out the wildland fire trucks and prairie restoration
equipment. SE picnic area.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.   Canoe Mountain Lake
No experience necessary. Guided tours leave every hour.
Boat access.

12, 1 & 2 p.m.    Guided Prairie Tours
Guided tours hourly. Upper campground amphitheater.

12 to 3 p.m.  Food Vendors
SE picnic area.

12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  Concert
SE picnic area.

1 to 3 p.m.  Meet the Experts
SE picnic area.

1 to 3 p.m.  Kids’ Crafts
SE picnic area.

2:30 p.m.  Camper Cabin Dedication
Join us in thanking our area legislators for their support
in adding the park’s new cabins. SE picnic area.

3 p.m.  Buckthorn Be Gone!
Ceremonial cutting of the final European buckthorn in
Glacial Lakes State Park. Upper campground amphitheater.

3:30 p.m.  Buckthorn Burn
SE picnic area.

Glendalough State Park
218-864-0110

Saturdays, May/June, 10 a.m.
Eagle Viewing
Watch a short video on the bald eagle in Minnesota and
then hike one mile to view Glendalough’s active eagle
nest. The park spotting scope will bring you up close and
personal with these magnificent birds. Eaglets are usually
visible in the nest by May and, if you’re lucky, you may
even get to see them being fed by their parents.
Accommodations can be made for those that cannot hike.
In the event of heavy rain or nest failure, the program will
be cancelled. Groups larger than 10 should schedule their
own program. Meet at Glendalough conference room.

June 9, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Take a Kid Fly-Fishing
Fly-fish with a youth during Take a Kid Fishing Weekend.
Come join DNR MinnAqua staff and fly-fishing professionals
for an exciting day of learning about Minnesota’s aquatic
resources and fly-fishing. Explore the underwater habitat
including the fascinating aquatic insects that fish love to
eat, learn about water stewardship, understand the need
for regulations, tie your own flies, and develop your fly-
fishing skills. Receive a MinnAqua starter tackle box that
includes a kids activity book filled with fun activities that
you can make at home after the program. Please call the
park at 218-864-0110 to pre-register. Meet at the
Glendalough Trail Center.

July 14, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MinnAqua Fishing Clinic
Investigate the water at the shoreline and play a game
about fish habitat; practice knot tying and casting; learn
how to identify fish and decipher fishing regulations; and
then go fishing from the pier! Clinic is designed for kids
in grades 1-4. Bring a sack lunch and a water bottle.
Parents with fishing licenses are welcome. Please call the
park at 218-864-0110 to pre-register. Meet at the
Glendalough picnic shelter.

August 18, 10 a.m.
Monarch Tagging Demonstration
Almost every year, hundreds of monarch butterflies take
a rest in their long migration to Mexico at Glendalough
State Park. A monarch tagging demonstration will be held
at Glendalough on Saturday, August 18 at 10 a.m. Bring
your own butterfly net if you have one, or share a park
net if you don’t. You will learn how to catch and handle
a monarch, determine whether it is male or female, and
properly tag it. All monarchs will be released after they
are tagged. Meet at the Glendalough Prairie Hill Trail
parking area.

September 15, 10 a.m.
Prairie Restoration
Before the leaves begin to change, the prairie grasses
turn color and prairie wildflowers burst into bloom.
There is no better week to view the prairie at
Glendalough! Successful restoration of former agricultural
lands has brought four seasons of beauty and the return
of many prairie animals. Learn the secrets of our success
and get a behind-the-scenes look at the prairie restoration
program. Meet at the Glendalough conference room.

Gooseberry Falls State Park
218-834-3855, ext. 227

June 2, 9 & 23, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (ongoing)
Who’s Singing in the Forest?
Mornings are a good time to listen for birds such as
warblers, thrushes, phoebes, sparrows, and more. Stop
by the Lower Falls boardwalk-loop area (a hotspot in the
park for singing birds) any time between 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. The naturalist will be roving this area, stopping at
several spots, in order to help you identify some bird
songs. Inquire at visitor center front desk for her location.
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NATURALIST ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
 
Here is just a sample of the many naturalist activities and special events available this summer at Minnesota State Parks listed 
by calendar date. For complete program descriptions, see the Naturalist Activities section listed alphabetically by park name. 

Date Activity State Park Date Activity State Park 

May 2007 July 2007
May 2007 July 2007 continued... 
12 Birds, Birds, Birds! Fort Snelling 
12 Fire–Friend or Foe? Sibley 14 The Life of the Voyageur William O’Brien 
13 Spring Birding on the Mississippi River by Pontoon Lake Bemidji 15 Lakeside Discoveries Gooseberry Falls 
18 Bird Banding Demonstration Mille Lacs Kathio 15 Wolves in Minnesota, Campfire Talk Itasca 
19 Folkswalk Charles A. Lindbergh 15 River Walk Jay Cooke 
19 Spring Wildflower Hike Jay Cooke 19 4th Annual Smokey Bear Day Itasca 
19 Seegwan–A Celebration of the Sights and Sounds of Spring Wild River 20 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji 
20 Minnesota’s Loons Lake Maria 21 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave 
26 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave 21 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine 
26 Remarkable Reptiles Mille Lacs Kathio 21 Pioneer Marnach House–150th Anniversary Celebration Whitewater 
27 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji 21 Universe in the Park William O’Brien 
27 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien 27 Universe in the Park Father Hennepin 
?? Stocking Northern Pike Lake Shetek 27 Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In Forestville/Mystery Cave 

28 Refreshing Stream Walk for a Summer Day Forestville/Mystery Cave June 2007June 2007 28 Universe in the Park Mille Lacs Kathio 
28 Live Eagle! Whitewater 1 Planets on Parade Buffalo River 
28 Nature & Campfire Stories Told by Dwight Wilcox Wild River 1 Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds Forestville/Mystery Cave 

1 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien August 2007August 20072 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls 
3 OPEN HOUSE DAY Most State Parks 3 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji 
3 Science Center Open House Buffalo River 3 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine 
3 Frontenac State Park Open House Day Frontenac 3 Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Soldiers: Co K, 1st MN Infantry Whitewater 
3 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji 3-5 2007 International Woodcarvers Festival Lake Bronson 
3 Wild Edibles Lake Maria 4 Junior Park Naturalist: Let’s Go Fishing Itasca 
3 Open House with the Friends of Lake Shetek State Park Lake Shetek 4 Bruce Murray, Anishinabe Storyteller Mille Lacs Kathio 
3 Outdoor Recreation Day Mille Lacs Kathio 4 Fly-Fishing and River Ecology Seminar Wild River 
6 Oooh,Aaah Orchids! Itasca 4 Stephanie “The Bat Lady” Wild River 
8 Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds Forestville/Mystery Cave 4 Star Struck! William O’Brien 
8-10 Bike Packing Workshop Lake Maria 9 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling 
9 Take a Kid Fly-Fishing Glendalough 10 Star Party on the Prairie Buffalo River 
9 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls 10 100-Feet Underground–Pristine Places Beyond the Tour Forestville/Mystery Cave 
9 Minnesota’s Dragonflies! Itasca 10 Flying Tigers:The Monarch Butterfly Gooseberry Falls 
9 Pondview Trail Walk Sibley 10 Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors Wild River 
9 Take a Kid Fishing Day Whitewater 11 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin 
10 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji 11 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave 
13 Oooh,Aaah Orchids! Itasca 11 Can Parrots Live in Minnesota? Forestville/Mystery Cave 
14 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling 11 Flying Tigers:The Monarch Butterfly Gooseberry Falls 
15 Voices of the Park Jay Cooke 11 Native Prairie Gardening Sibley 
16 Ancient Animal Fossil Search Forestville/Mystery Cave 11 Prairie Skies and Perseid Meteors Wild River 
16 Biking to Save the Turtles Whitewater 11 Short and Tall Tales William O’Brien 
16 Art in the Park William O’Brien 12 Science Center Open House Buffalo River 
17 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji 17 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji 
17 Let’s Talk Turtles Lake Maria 18 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave 
21 MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp Fort Snelling 18 Monarch Tagging Demonstration Glendalough
22 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin 18 Time Traveler Lake Bemidji 
22 MinnAqua Fly-Fishing and Conservation Camp Fort Snelling 18 Lake Shetek Re-visited Lake Shetek 
22 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji 18 Batty About Bats Soudan Mine 
23 Who’s Singing in the Forest? Gooseberry Falls 18 Herbs for Health Wild River 
23 Seldom Seen Shores Lake Bemidji 18 Up the River…by Kayak! William O’Brien 
23 Bat House Construction Soudan Mine 18 Art in the Park William O’Brien 
23 The Ancient Art of Stone Tools Wild River 19 Hydroelectric Power Plant Tour Jay Cooke 
23 Up the River…by Kayak! William O’Brien 25 Can Parrots Live in Minnesota? Forestville/Mystery Cave 
24 Bog Watcher Sunday Lake Bemidji 25 Fiddler Pierre Jacques Pleau w/ Musicians & Folk Dancers Wild River 
29 Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In Forestville/Mystery Cave 25 Universe in the Park William O’Brien 
30 Remarkable Reptiles Father Hennepin 26 Grinding Days Old Mill 
30 Native American Rock Art Whitewater 
30 Fly-Fishing Workshop William O’Brien September 2007September 2007

July 2007July 2007 1 Universe in the Park William O’Brien 
1 The Untouchables! William O’Brien 

1 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien 2 100-Feet Underground–Pristine Places Beyond the Tour Forestville/Mystery Cave 
6 Please Fence Me In: Protecting Plants on the North Shore Gooseberry Falls 2 Antique Train Ride William O’Brien 
6 Kids Fishing Friday Lake Bemidji 8 Sibley State Park’s Open House Day Sibley 
7 Junior Park Naturalist–Life in a Forest Jay Cooke 8 Rare Plants of Minnesota and the Blufflands Whitewater 
7 Short and Tall Tales William O’Brien 9 Buckthorn Bash Glacial Lakes 
8 Sundew Secrets Lake Bemidji 13 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling 
11 Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display Itasca 15 Walnut Activity and Walk Forestville/Mystery Cave 
12 Evening in the Park Series Fort Snelling 15 Prairie Restoration Glendalough
12 Life of the Monarch Butterfly Display Itasca 15 Electrofishing Demonstration Whitewater 
13 Native Plant Restoration Gooseberry Falls 22 Walnut Activity and Walk Forestville/Mystery Cave 
14 Bird Banding Open House Buffalo River 22 Interpretive Bike Tour Fort Snelling 
14 Pop Can Fishing Father Hennepin 22 Lake Maria’s Amphibians Lake Maria 
14 Refreshing Stream Walk for a Summer Day Forestville/Mystery Cave 29 Music Under the Pines: Paul Jones,Acoustic Guitar Itasca 
14 The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show Forestville/Mystery Cave 29 Archaeology Day Mille Lacs Kathio 
14 MinnAqua Fishing Clinic Glendalough 29-30 Voyageur Canoe Encampment and Park OPEN HOUSE! William O’Brien 
14 Prairie View Sibley 



HEY KIDS!  BECOME A JUNIOR PARK
NATURALIST!
The Junior Park Naturalist program encourages
kids to learn more about Minnesota State Parks.
The program reflects Minnesota’s three major
environments: Prairie, Hardwoods, and Pinelands.
 There is a free activity book full of fun and inter-
esting things to do in each environment.  The
activities are designed to help kids locate native
plants and study animal habitats.  There are tips
for observing birds and bugs and fun facts about
the natural world.  Kids keep track of their obser-
vations by taking notes, drawing pictures, and
keeping a journal.  There’s even a section for
learning about the people and history of an area
because people are part of nature, too!

Kids earn a different colorful patch and certif-
icate for every activity book completed.  Complete
all three booklets and become a Nature Expert.

Kids can work on the activities at any state park.
 All instructions are in the booklet and promote a
family learning experience.  For more information,
or to obtain an activity booklet, stop in at any park
office or visitor center.

GREAT  EXPLORATIONS
Park Explorer programs take kids a step be-
yond the Junior Park Naturalist program. Park
Explorers complete more in-depth activities in
easy-to-follow books. Points are earned for partic-
ipating in naturalist presentations and by com-
pleting fun and interesting projects and activities.
Kids bring their completed books to any state
park to receive their official Explorer patch.

There are three Park Explorer programs avail-
able:  the Nature Explorer,  the History Explorer
and the Earth Explorer, a geology activity book.

Park Explorer activity books are available for
sale at Minnesota State Parks’ gift shops and selected
park offices.

Here is just a sample of the naturalist activities and special events available this summer.
If you prefer a calendar listing of activities, see page 15.

Buffalo River State Park
218-498-2124
MSUM Regional Science Center
218-477-2904

Cooperative programs with the Minnesota State University
Moorhead Regional Science Center. Contact the park or the
science center for further details.

June 1, 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Planets on Parade
Four bright planets–Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Saturn–adorn
the dusk sky in early June. Come and learn more about the
planets and how to observe them this summer. Take a tour of
the night sky with a star map. Telescopes will be set up to
view planets and other deep sky wonders.

June 3, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. w/ guided hike at 2:30 p.m.
Science Center Open House
Help us celebrate the summer season as we join together to
introduce you to the park and science center’s shared front
yard, the tallgrass prairie. This open house program at the
MSUM Regional Science Center coincides with Minnesota State
Park’s Sunday Open House. Tour the science center’s exhibits
to learn more about a local natural resource, the prairie. A
guided trail hike to Buffalo River State Park’s picnic area begins
at 2:30 p.m. at the science center.

July 14, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Bird Banding Open House
Wake up early, grab your mosquito spray and check out our bird
banding program. The science center’s participation in the
Mapping Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) bird banding
program is in its 8th year. We will start with a tour of our
interpretive center’s bird observatory, an introduction to MAPS
and then it’s off to observe our citizen scientists at work as
captured birds are identified, aged, sexed, banded and released.

August 10, 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Star Party on the Prairie
We’re having a star party on the prairie and you are invited.
Come and have the beautiful summer sky interpreted for you.
Learn how to find the constellations. See the Milky Way,
nebulae and star clusters through our telescopes. Perhaps we
will see some meteors. Bring your own binoculars or telescope,
if you wish, and enjoy the prairie at night. If it is cloudy we
will have a short indoor presentation at 9 p.m.

August 12, 2 to 4 p.m. w/ guided prairie hike at 3 p.m.
Science Center Open House
Join us for an open house at the regional science center’s
Buffalo River Site. Tour the prairie displays in the interpretive
center before you venture onto the prairie to view the “Cluster
of Grasses” art sculpture and visit a prairie pothole. You will
learn about the center’s efforts to improve the “prairie-ness”
of the grasslands of the Buffalo River Site.

Charles A. Lindbergh State Park
320-616-2525

May 19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Folkswalk
Registration after 9 a.m. is at the park’s picnic shelter. Walk
along Pike Creek and the Mississippi River while viewing an
abundance of trilliums and spring wildflowers. A participant
picnic will be available for a donation. For more information
on the folkswalk, go to www.nstt.org.

Father Hennepin State Park
320-676-8763

June 22, 1 to 4 p.m; July 14 & August 11, 9 to Noon
Pop Can Fishing
Join the MinnAqua staff for day of exploring Minnesota’s aquatic
resources. Learn how make your own fishing rig using an
ordinary pop can. Increase your fishing skills by practicing
casting and fishing. All materials will be provided. Participants
under 18 need a signed waiver from parent or guardian. Program
is limited to 20 participants. Call the park to register. There is
no fee for this program, however, a $3 donation per person is
encouraged. Program will be held at the beach picnic shelter.

June 30, 8 p.m.
Remarkable Reptiles
Special guest Jim Gerholdt will use live turtles, lizards and
snakes to illustrate this family-oriented presentation about
reptiles from Minnesota and beyond. Meet at the council ring
in Lakeview Campground.

July 27, 8:30 p.m.
Universe in the Park
Join astronomers from the University of Minnesota as they
share their telescopes and their knowledge of the heavens.
The program will begin with a short presentation on astronomy,
and telescope viewing will follow.

Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park
507-937-3251

June 1 & 8, 9 p.m.
Our Migrating Friends, the Neotropical Birds of
Forestville
Over 170 different birds have been identified in the park.
Some of them spend up to half the year on the move in
migrations as far away as South America. Whether stopping
temporarily or spending the season in the park, they require
food and shelter to make these enormous flights. Find out the
importance of Forestville to migrating birds, which ones are
here and the obstacles they face. Meet at the amphitheater.

June 16 & July 21, 9 a.m.; August 11, 10 a.m.
Ancient Animal Fossil Search
Everyone will find a fossil on this activity and once a year
someone finds an exceptional one.  The fossils in the Forestville
area tell a story about an environment much different than
our present one. Meet at the amphitheater for a brief talk on
what we hope to find and tips for a successful search. Fossil
collecting is not allowed in the park–however we’ll drive a few
miles to a collecting area outside the park where you may
keep the fossils you find. Sun protection is recommended.

June 29 & July 27, 9 p.m.
Full Moon Owl Hike–Calling Them In
Perfect for the family! Join the naturalist to learn the calls of
different owls found in the park. We will meet at the
amphitheater for a brief presentation and then head out on
a night hike to call to the owls. Bring a flashlight and wear
appropriate shoes for hiking.

July14 & 28, 10 a.m.
Refreshing  Stream Walk for a Summer Day
Find, touch, and hold invertebrates! The park streams are full
of life and finding it is fun. You’ll learn where to look on the
banks of and in the stream.  The presence or absence of various
species is an indicator of the river conditions. Old shoes that
can get wet and shorts are recommended. This is a wonderful
activity for the family. Meet at the picnic shelter.

May 26, July 14 & August 18, 8 p.m.
The Hardwoods Home Companion Variety Show
Relax and enjoy the fun as the show returns for another year!
Bring your singing voice or don’t sing at all, but be prepared
to be entertained with commentary, skits, songs, a historical
reenactment, plus guest performers with activities and stories

innesota State Parks are distributed in such a
way that there is a state park within 50 miles of every
Minnesotan. Each park provides excellent opportunities for
learning experiences and some provide guided activities with
a state park naturalist. For more information on interpretive
programs and special events, see the Naturalist Activities section
in this publication.
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North Shore Trifecta
Tour three North Shore state parks via three different
trails in the May-June issue of Minnesota Conservation
Volunteer magazine.

Bike into Temperance River State Park, hike into
Cascade River State Park, and kayak into Magney State
Park for a little backcountry trout fishing.

Magazines are available at most state parks. Or read
the story on the Web at www.dnr.state.mn.us/magazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is sent
free to anyone who requests a subscription, though
it is fully funded by reader donations. You can subscribe
and donate online, or call 888-646-6367.
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Prairie Care programs like the ones that Dave Crawford, Wild River State Park Naturalist, coordinates each year enlist the support 
of volunteers to collect and spread quality prairie seeds as well as information about caring for and restoring this valuable resource. 
Contact Wild River State Park for more information (651) 583-2925 or dave.crawford@dnr.state.mn.us. 

Global Warming!
 
Can prairies help reduce the threat?
 
Last year when visitors looked out across the hundreds 
acres of prairie that Resource Specialist David Breyfogle 
has helped restore in Minnesota state parks and along 
roadways, they saw many things: rich habitat, anchored 
soil, the beauty of a healthy ecosystem. 

This year many see something more. In December 2006, 
University of Minnesota ecologist David Tilman and 
colleagues published findings of research showing that 
diverse native prairie plantings have a remarkable ability 
to pull carbon dioxide, one of the main contributors to 
global warming, from the atmosphere and store the 
carbon in their roots and soil.That means efforts like 
Breyfogle’s to plant prairies can help reduce the threat 
of global warming. 

Powerful prairies 
State parks already have some 11,500 acres of remnant 
and restored prairie, and park managers currently restore 
about 450 more each year. In working toward its mandate 
to preserve natural features present in the park before 
European settlement, the Division of Parks and Recreation 
is looking at eventually re-establishing more than 40,000 
acres of additional prairie in the system.That much prairie 
could sequester some 50,000 tons of carbon dioxide 
each year. 

“There’s the potential to increase our efforts,” says 
state parks resource management program coordinator 
Ed Quinn. 

Tilman and colleagues also found that diversified prairies 
could produce more biomass fuel per acre than corn 
grain does. DNR biofuels manager Mark Lindquist says 
that because of their experience restoring native prairie, 
parks resource specialists could serve as “a deep reservoir 
of expertise” for private landowners who might be 
interested in growing prairie for biofuel production. 

What does this mean for state parks? 
“It has been suggested that one of the roles that the 
DNR, and in particular, state parks, could play would be 
to provide technical advice, since we’ve had years of 
experience in doing prairie reconstructions,” Quinn said. 

An important part of this job, Quinn says, would be to 
encourage the use of the proper seed stock. If non local, 
low-diversity seed is used—often the cheap and expedient 
option—it could compromise existing prairie restoration 
efforts by intermingling with state parks plantings and 
altering the finely crafted genetic mix that has been such 
a big part of parks’ efforts. State parks resource managers 
could provide valuable advice on choosing the 
ecologically appropriate mix for prairie fuel plantings 
for each of Minnesota’s eight prairie ecotype regions. 

“We really see that this can turn into something bigger,” 
Lindquist says.“We look at it as a new way to bring 
conservation and production agriculture into more of a 
partnership than it has been for a long, long time, and 
we’re really excited about that.” 

he Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
encourages state park visitors to discover great 

camping opportunities as well as save money by staying 
overnight at any of 18 “discovery” parks. Visit these parks 
on Open House,  June 3, when no vehicle permit is 
required to enter the park and you’ll save even more. 

While campgrounds in many of the “familiar favorite” 
state parks are booked to capacity on weekends, 
campgrounds in Minnesota’s “discovery” parks usually are 
available.At these locations, except for holidays, some 
campsites are available on weekends as well as mid-week 
throughout the summer and fall. 

Instead of paying $18 for camping at other parks, campsites 
at “discovery parks” cost $15 per night. The price break 
is offered as an incentive to the public to explore a park 
they might not have visited before. 

The discovery parks offer semi-modern camping with 
modern sanitation facilities and showers.Although 
campsites at these parks can be reserved in advance, 
some sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

What is the Parks & 
Trails Council? 
The Parks & Trails Council is a grassroots membership 
organization that has worked vigorously for more than 
50 years to protect and enhance Minnesota’s special 
places by acquiring critical land for incorporation into 
the state’s park and trail systems.  Supported by charitable 
contributions from individuals, foundations and 
corporations, the Council has been instrumental in 
adding thousands of acres of land to key areas within 
the state’s network of parks and trails. 

How can you help enhance Minnesota’s parks 
and trails? 

Become a member today and connect with thousands 
of individuals who share your love for Minnesota’s 
outdoor resources and want to make sure those resources 
are protected and expanded. Call 1-800-944-0707 or 651
726-2457 to request additional information, visit 
www.parksandtrails.org or find out more about the 
organization in Minnesota Trails magazine. The magazine 
contains stories about Minnesota’s state parks and trails, 
recreation opportunities and special features.  It’s free 
and can be picked up at most Minnesota State Parks. 

Answers to State Park History Quiz on page 7: 

1. The old Sioux quartzite quarries at the cliffs in Blue 
Mounds State Park near Luverne, MN. The beautiful red 
quartzite harvested here helped built the towns and 
communities of southwestern Minnesota. You can still visit 
the quarry sites, and travel the small towns to see the 
magnificent stone courthouses, libraries, and other buildings 
that created an architectural heritage for our citizens. 

2. The Clement H. Beaulieu House at Crow Wing State Park 
near Brainerd, MN. At the important confluence of the 
Mississippi and Crow Wing rivers, the 19th century village of 
Old Crow Wing served the fur trade and ox-cart trail commerce 
in pre-statehood days. In 1847, Clement H. Beaulieu took 
over operations of the American Fur Company at Crow Wing 
and built a stately mansion in this frontier village. This Greek 
revival structure survived the ages, having been moved back 
to the park to its original location and restored. 

In most cases, reservations are not needed for mid-week 
camping at any discovery park. 

Discovery parks include: Beaver Creek Valley, 
Caledonia; Big Stone Lake, Ortonville; Camden, Lynd; 
Fort Ridgely, Fairfax; Glacial Lakes, Starbuck; Hayes 
Lake, Roseau; Kilen Woods, Lakefield; Lac qui Parle, 
Montevideo; Lake Bronson, Lake Bronson; Lake 
Louise, LeRoy; Minneopa, Mankato; Monson Lake, 
Sunburg; Myre-Big Island, Albert Lea; Old Mill, Argyle; 
Red River, East Grand Forks; Split Rock Creek, Jasper; 
Upper Sioux Agency, Granite Falls; and Zippel Bay, 
Williams. 

For a complete list of fees, camping and lodging rates at 
all state parks, see page 19 of  this publication. For more 
information, contact the DNR Information Center toll 
free, at 1-888-646-6367. 

*Upper Sioux Agency State Park will hold its Open House 
(free admission) on August 4 & 5 instead of June 3. 
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Mystery Cave 
First Stop: the New Visitor Center 
Even before you begin your cave tour,  a “cool” place to 
stop above ground is the new Mystery Cave visitor center. 
Displays and exhibits inside the center provide insight into 
the geology and history of the cave. Restrooms and a unique 
gift shop are additional features in the building.A covered 
veranda outside the building offers the perfect spot to 
observe the picnic grounds or a place to discuss which of 
the tours you’ll want to take. 

Mystery Cave tours in southeastern Minnesota all take place 
in air-conditioned comfort…provided by nature. 

“Mystery Cave’s 13 miles of passageways offer a perfect 
way to beat the summer heat since the temperature is 
always a cool 48 degrees,” says cave specialist Warren 
Netherton.” Visitors should remember to bring a jacket, 
though.” 

One-hour Tour 
Among the tours offered, Netherton says the most popular 
one is the one-hour cave tour. 

“It’s a great tour for families,” Netherton declared. “Ninety
five percent of our visitors take that tour.The level walkways 
along the way are paved and lighted and are accessible for 
wheelchair-assisted visitors. In conversations and discussions 
with our visitors, they have told us that the highlight of 
the tour, in addition to stalactites and stalagmites, is Turquoise 
Lake.This aptly named underground lake is a spectacular 
sight; the light refracted on mineral-laden water produces 
a brilliant turquoise hue.” 

Two-hour Lantern Tour 
The cave also offers a two-hour tour that is more rustic 
and packs in more geological information. Participants 
carry hand-held electric lanterns and encounter numerous 
steps on the one-mile route. 

Wild Caving Tour 
“For the more adventurous, we offer a four-hour wild caving 
tour,” said Netherton.“The point of this tour is the journey. 
Sometimes you’ll be crawling on your hands and knees, 
sometimes standing, sometimes you have to squeeze through 
narrow passages.” 

Wild caving participants, who must be at least 13 years 
old, need sturdy shoes and gloves, the park provides the 
other equipment. 

Advanced Education Tour 
A fourth tour, the four-to-six hour Advanced Education Tour, 
is prearranged and intended for college students or advanced 
groups interested in an in-depth look at the cave geology. 

Soudan Underground Mine 
At Soudan Underground Mine State Park in northeast 
Minnesota you venture underground to explore the past 
and the high-tech present in two very different tours, the 
Historic Mine and the High Energy Physics Lab. 

Do you know where you can see an 
underground lake, move from the dark 
world of iron ore miner to a brightly lit 
physics lab of the future or find a shark’s 
tooth? If you said Minnesota State Parks, 
you’d be right. 

Three Minnesota State Parks (Mystery Cave at 
Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park, Soudan 
Underground Mine and Hill Annex Mine) 
provide unique tour opportunities above 
ground and below where visitors can explore 
aspects of the state’s geological and human 
history as well as high-tech science. Since 
two of the tours are at underground sites, 
visitors can take advantage of this bonus: free 
air-conditioning amid the summer heat. 

For both these tours, visitors begin with a half-mile descent 
in a miner’s “cage” or what can be best described as an 
elevator ride down into the mine. 

Historic Mine Tour 
Participants on the Historic Mine tour don hard hats and 
are advised to wear sturdy shoes and bring a jacket since 
the temperature in the mine is a constant 50 degrees.After 
the cage descent, the next mode of travel is a small, open 
car train for a three-quarter mile trip to the deepest and 
most recently mined area. Here, tour guides tell the history 
of the mine that ceased operation in 1962. 

“People are surprised to learn what the miners actually 
endured,” said mine interpretive supervisor James Pointer. 
“Although the Soudan Mine was considered to be the 
'Cadillac' of mines as far as conditions and safety were 
concerned, the actual work was hard.” 

Part of the tour includes a 38-step spiral staircase, but 
visitors who can’t manage the stairs can use a newly 
installed elevator. Pointer encourages visitors to call ahead 
for accessibility information. 

Physics Lab Tour 
In addition to the historic mine tour, Soudan offers visitors 
a chance to jump from the past into the future on the High 
Energy Physics Lab tour. Offered twice a day in the summer, 
this tour also takes place underground but in a brightly lit 
physics lab the size of a football field, with a colorful mural 
along one wall.The tour takes participants to see equipment 
on several stations in the MINOS (Main Injector Neutrino 
Oscillation Search) project.  MINOS is an attempt to measure 
the mass of neutrinos, particles smaller than the nuclei of 
atoms. Through this and other experiments for the past 
quarter century, scientists are attempting to answer basic 
questions about matter in the universe. The lab is run by 
the University of Minnesota, and partnered with Fermilab 
in Chicago. An excellent Web site, which includes a junior 
science kit, explains the experiments further: 
www.soudan.umn.edu. 

Hill Annex Mine 
Also in northern Minnesota, Hill Annex Mine State Park is 
located on the Mesabi iron range. Here visitors can explore 
the abandoned open pit mine via three very different tours, 
each one an hour and one half in length. 

Bus Tour 
The bus tour traces the route miners took to get to the 
working level of the mine. Interpreters tell the history of 
the mine as the bus passes some of the large-scale machines 
that were used when the mine was active. Now abandoned, 
the machines look like huge toys tossed aside by giant 
children.  Something to watch for is a self-guided auto tour 
of the same route that may be available this year according 
park manager Steve Railson. 

Pontoon Boat Tour 
During mining days, the pit was a gaping hole in the ground. 
When the pumps stopped pumping water out of the pit, 
the hole filled up, creating a lake. The park offers a relaxing 
glide around the nooks and crannies of the red rock-rimmed 
lake in a canopied pontoon boat. “It’s very scenic,” said 
Railson,“and we talk about the history of the area and its 
change from the original forested land to this big pit.“ 

Fossil Tour 
A third tour lets visitors dig for prehistoric marine fossils 
in the piles of debris left by the mining company.  Contrary 
to the state parks’ rule about not removing material, the 
fossil tour presents an exception:“You can keep what you 
find,” Railson noted. 

Lucky diggers may go home with a shark’s tooth, but clam 
or oyster shells are more typical finds. These would-be 
paleontologists use their hands to sift through the soft 
material. “New fossils are constantly being exposed by 
rain or wind,” Railson said,“and they deteriorate quickly 
when they are exposed.” 

For a brochure on each tour, contact the park or the DNR 
Information Center or www.mnstateparks.info. 
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Tour Schedule and Fees 
Although half the spaces on park tours are available on a first-come, first-served basis, tour tickets can be 
reserved in advance for a fee of $8.50 for up to ten tickets. Call the state parks reservation service toll-free 
at 1-866-85PARKS or visit www.stayatmnparks.com. There are picnic facilities at or near all three parks. 

Mystery Cave 
Tours are available Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

One Hour Cave Tour: 
Available seven days a week, on the hour from 10 a.m.
5 p.m., Memorial Day through Labor Day. After Labor Day 
through the end of October, the tour is available on 
weekends only. 

• $9/person for adults 
• $6/person for children 5-12 years old 
• No charge (ticket required) for children under 5 

Two Hour Lantern Tour: 
Available in the afternoon on weekends only. Note: 
Appropriate footwear is required for this tour. Sandals are 
not allowed. Participants should wear closed-toe shoes. 

• $12/person for adults 
• $8/person for children 5-12 years old 
• Tour not available for children under 5 years old 

Wild Caving Tour: 
• Offered on Saturdays only. Four hour tour. 
• $45/person 

Advanced Educational Tour: 
• Offered by special arrangement–four to six hours 
• $14/person 

Soudan Underground Mine 
NEW! New this year, a state park vehicle permit is not 
needed for Soudan. 
The only fees charged are for the park tours. Each tour is 
1&1/2-hours long. Tours are offered daily from Memorial 
Weekend through the end of September and on weekends 
through October 21. 

Physics Lab Tour: 
Tours are offered at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily, Memorial 
Weekend through Labor Day and noon, daily, after Labor 
Day. 

Historic Mine Tour: 
Tours are offered on the hour from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Memorial 
Weekend through Labor Day and every two hours during 
the week and hourly on the weekends from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
after Labor Day. Accessible tour options are available. 
Please call for more information. 

Tour Fees: 
•$10/person/tour for adults 
• $6/person/tour for children 5-12 years old 
• No charge (ticket required) for children under 5 

Hill Annex Mine 
All Tours: 
Tours are offered Memorial Weekend to Labor Day. Each 
tour is offered once a day on weekends (Fri., Sat., Sun.) 
and holidays. Fossil Tour: 10 a.m.; Mine Tour: 12:30 p.m. 
Boat Tour: 3 p.m. 

• $9 per person for adults 
• $6 per person for children 5-12 years old
 

no charge (ticket required) for children under 5
 

For special prices on combination tours at Hill 
Annex, call the park. 

2007 Minnesota State Park Fees 

Vehicle Permits 
Required for all vehicles entering Minnesota state parks and recreation areas. 
Annual Permit (12-month)..........................................................$25
 
Second Vehicle Annual Permit (12-month) ..............................$18
 
Minnesota Special Annual Permit (12-month) .........................$12
 
MN handicapped license plates or certificate required. 
Motorcycle Permit (12-month) ...................................................$20
 
Daily Permit (Same rate for all vehicles inc. motorcycles) ..................$5
 
Daily Group Permit....................................................................$3
 
(10 permit minimum. 24 hour notice. Availability limited at some locations. 
Check at park office for details) 

Trail Passes
 
Horse Pass Annual.............................................................$21.00
 
Horse Pass Daily ..................................................................$5.00
 
X-Country Ski Pass – Daily Pass ........................................$5.00
 
X-Country Ski Pass – One-season ...................................$15.00
 
X-Country Ski Pass – Three-season .................................$40.00
 

Reservation Fee 
Fee per campsite or camper cabin reserved (non-refundable) ...$8.50 

Camping 
Camping fees for the entire length of stay must be paid in advance when a 
reservation is made.Call 866-857-2757 or visit www.stayatmnstateparks.com 
to make reservations. 

Familiar Favorite Park Campsite (with showers)....................$18/night
 
(Familiar Favorite campsites are located in high demand parks due to location 
or attractions. Familiar Favorite Parks include: Banning, Bear Head Lake, Big 
Bog, Blue Mounds, Buffalo River, Cascade River, Charles Lindbergh, Crow 
Wing, Father Hennepin, Flandrau, Forestville/Mystery Cave, Frontenac, 
Glendalough, Gooseberry Falls, Great River Bluffs, Interstate, Itasca, Jay 
Cooke, Judge Magney, Lake Bemidji, Lake Carlos, Lake Shetek, Maplewood, 
McCarthy Beach (Side Lake Campground), Mille Lacs Kathio, Moose Lake, 
Nerstrand Big Woods, Rice Lake, St. Croix, Sakatah Lake, Savanna Portage, 
Scenic, Sibley, Split Rock Lighthouse, Temperance River, Tettegouche, 
Whitewater, Wild River, William O’Brien) 

Familiar Favorite Park Campsite (without showers) ..............$15/night
 

Discovery Park Campsite (with showers) ...............................$15/night
 
(Discovery Park campsites are located in parks with lower visitation. Discovery 
Parks include: Beaver Creek Valley, Big Stone Lake,Camden, Fort Ridgley, 
Glacial Lakes, Hayes Lake, Kilen Woods, Lac qui Parle, Lake Bronson, 
Lake Louise, Minneopa, Monson Lake, Myre-Big Island, Old Mill, Red 
River (shower building under construction), Split Rock Creek, Upper Sioux 
Agency, Zippel Bay) 

Discovery Park Campsite (without showers) .........................$12/night
 

Rustic Campsite (no showers) .....................................$12/night
 
(Carley, Cuyuna Country, Franz Jevne, John Latsch, McCarthy Beach (Beatrice 
Lake Campground), Minnesota Valley, Schoolcraft) 

Backpack, Bike, Canoe and Other Remote Sites ...................$11/night
 
(Afton, George Crosby Manitou, Lake Maria and other parks with remote 
sites) 

Equestrian Camp (with showers) ...................................$18/night
 
(Fort Ridgely, St. Croix) 

Equestrian Camp (without showers) ..............................$15/night
 
(Camden, Glacial Lakes, Lake Carlos, Lake Louise, Maplewood, Mille Lacs 
Kathio, Minnesota Valley, Sibley, Upper Sioux Agency, Wild River) 

Tipi Rental .....................................................................$25/night
 
(Upper Sioux Agency State Park only) 

Electric Hookup (where available)..................add $4 /site/night
 
Water & Sewer Hookup (where available).......add $4/site/night
 

Special Camping Rates 
Half-priced camping is available Sunday through Thursday for Minnesota 
residents with disabilities.This reduced rate applies to Familiar Favorites, 
Discovery and rustic sites only. 

Minnesota State Forest Camping Fees 
Camping .........................................................................$12/night 
Equestrian Camp...........................................................$15/night 
Group Areas (vault toilets, no showers)......................$45/night
                                     or $3/camper/night, whichever is greater 

State Park Group Camps/Group Centers 
Group Camps................................................................$45/night
                                   or $3 /camper/night, whichever is greater 
Group camps at Lake Carlos and at William O’Brien rent for $75/night. Call 
866-857-2757 to make reservations or visit www.stayatmnparks.com. A 
deposit of one night’s camping plus a non-refundable reservation fee of $8.50 
is due when reservation is made. 

Modern Group Centers……………................$100 to $300/night
 
Prices vary depending on amenities and season. Modern centers include 
lodging, sanitation buildings and dining facilities. Centers located at Flandrau, 
Lake Carlos, Lake Shetek, St. Croix, Sibley and Whitewater state parks. 
Modern centers that have no lodging facilities (camping only) are available 
at Itasca, Lake Bemidji and Myre-Big Island state parks. Call the park to 
reserve. Deposit is required. 

Lodging 
For Camper Cabins, a non-refundable reservation fee of $8.50 plus the 
rental fee for the entire stay is due when the reservation is made. For all 
other lodging, a deposit of up to two night’s lodging is due when the 

reservation is made. The deposit includes an $8.50 non-refundable reservation 
fee. Pets are not permitted in state park lodging facilities with the exception 
of assist animals. 

Camper Cabins 
Camper Cabin without electricity ................................$40/night 
Camper Cabin with electricity ......................................$45/night 
One-room,12' x 16' cabins w/bunk beds and a table. No indoor plumbing. All 
cooking done outside. 

Guest Houses...................................................$70 to $180/night
 
Houses accommodate 2-15 guests and include bathrooms and fully-equipped 
kitchens. Houses are located at Bear Head Lake, St. Croix, Savanna Portage, 
Scenic and Wild River state parks. 

Cabins 
Tettegouche Camp Cabins ..................................$85-$115/night 
Rustic cabins with no indoor plumbing. Modern toilet/shower building located 
in camp. Must walk or ski in to these cabins. Value rate ($60-$90/night) applies 
Sunday to Thursday from November 1 to May 1 excluding holiday periods. 

Tettegouche Ilgen Falls Cabin....................................$160/night
 
Value rate ($120/night) applies Sunday to Thursday from November 1 to May 
1 excluding holiday periods. 

Scenic CCC Cabin .........................................................$65/night
 
One-bedroom rustic cabin with fireplace, hotplate and small refrigerator. No 
indoor bathroom. 

St. Croix Cabins.............................................................$60/night
 
Each cabin has a double bed, kitchenette and half bath. Accommodates two people. 

Fort Ridgely Farmhouse (at horse camp) ...................$50/night
 
Rustic cabin has no indoor plumbing. Vault toilet. 

Itasca Lodging 
Itasca Cabins (1, 2, & 3 bedroom available).........$110 to $188/night 
Housekeeping Cabins (4 person maximum) .....................$98/night 
Lake Ozawindib Cabin (8 person maximum)...................$135/night 
Douglas Lodge Rooms (1 & 2 room available) ....$67 to $110/night 
Clubhouse (2-story log building; 10 rooms; rents as a unit) ..$455/night 
Itasca Suites (4 person maximum)...................................$126/night 
Historic East Cabin (6 person maximum)........................$198/night 
Fireplace Rooms (2 person maximum)..............................$88/night 

Tours 
For tour fees and information, see above “Tour Schedule and Fees.” 

All Fees Effective January 1, 2007. Fees are subject to change. 
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Campfires are a significant 
part of our camping and 
other outdoor recreation 
experiences. But the very 
thing that fuels our campfires 

can harbor the emerald ash borer (EAB) 
and other pests that are infesting trees and 
devastating forests in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and Maryland. 

Help slow the spread of ‘bad bugs’ 
The Michigan Department of Agriculture 
recently determined that firewood is the 
primary means of spreading emerald ash 
borer (EAB) out of quarantined areas in Mich-
igan.That has changed views about firewood 
movement and prompted action in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin officials and most recently the 
Minnesota Legislature, have imposed limits 
on the movement of firewood into and within 
each state.Where EAB is established in states 
like Michigan, infestations have eliminated 
all ash trees; cities and towns have been 
stripped of their street trees and lowlands 
forests have been decimated. 

Minnesota has the third largest volume of 
ash timber in the nation. 

Protect Minnesota’s forests 
and urban trees 

DON’T MOVE
 
FIREWOOD! 

Pests can be in, on, or under 
the bark of the wood 

Movement of firewood spreads the problem 
A recent Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) survey found that 56 per
cent of campers brought firewood with 
them; many of those campers were from out 
of state.That can result in significant prob
lems.While most forest pests travel relatively 
slowly on their own, they can be transported 
very quickly to new areas in a vehicle.And 

EAB is not the only “bad bug” lurking in 
firewood. Oak wilt,Asian longhorned beetle, 
European woodwasps, gypsy moths and other 
bad bugs can hitchhike on firewood from 
New York, Michigan and other infested areas. 
In a few short hours, EAB or another forest 
pest could be unknowingly spread into the 
woods and forests of Minnesota. 

What can I do to help slow the spread? 
In light of this, Minnesota DNR has restricted 
firewood brought into state campgrounds 
and onto state lands in order to protect trees 
and forests from EAB and other exotic pests. 
The DNR is requesting that campers, hunters, 
anglers and other recreationists help spread 
the word but not the pest, and leave firewood 
at home. 

Here are some things you can do now! 
• Don’t move firewood.  Leave your fire

wood at home. 
• Purchase firewood only from an ap

proved vendor near your destination or 
at a state park. 

• Know state and federal regulations. Make 
sure you understand regulations in Min
nesota and other states and provinces 
you may visit. 

About EAB:  EAB eggs laid in bark 
crevices hatch and develop into 
wormlike larvae that tunnel under the 
bark of the tree to feed and grow. As 
adults they emerge from the tree leaving 
a unique D-shaped exit hole. Although 
treatment may slow a tree’s decline, 
there is no cure. Once infected with the 
larvae, the tree will die. 

• Spread the word.Talk to neighbors and 
friends and enlist their support. 

• Visually inspect your trees. Contact the 
Department of Agriculture or the DNR 
if you spot any symptoms. 

• Ask questions.  If you purchase ask nurs
ery stock, know its point of origin and 
your supplier. 

Thanks for doing your part to save Minne
sota’s trees by leaving your firewood at home. 

For more information regarding firewood 
restrictions, see “What’s New” on page 24, 
or go to the DNR Web site at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us. 

Emerald ash borer on penny photographed by Howard Russell, 
Michigan State University, www.forestryimages.org 

For those who plan ahead mailed to MN State Parks, 12501 Willowbrook Road, 
Cumberland, MD 21502.  Checks and money orders • Camping reservations accepted 1 to 90 days in Reserve your summer 
must be received with 10 days of making a advance. 
reservation or the reservation will be cancelled. • Lodging reservations accepted 1 to 365 days in fun now! advance. 
Cancellations• Camper Cabin reservations accepted 1 to 365 


Phone Reservations: Toll free: days in advance.
 To cancel your reservation, call 1-866-85PARKS 
1-866-85PARKS  (1-866-857-2757) • Specific sites can be reserved for overnight or log onto your account online at 

camping in some equestrian camps.  www.stayatmnparks.com.  Please note that theNEW NUMBER: International calls: • Group camp reservations can be made 1 to 365 $8.50 reservation fee is non-refundable.
 
1-317-249-9327 days in advance.
 

• Up to 10 tickets per tour for Soudan Underground •Camping/Camper CabinsNEW NUMBER: TDD/Telecommunications Device Mine, Hill Annex Mine or Mystery Cave can be Cancellations made14 or more days prior tofor Deaf: 1-866-672-8213 reserved on one reservation. arrival:
• Group Centers can be reserved through the parkNEW TIME: Operators are on duty seven days a A $10 cancellation fee is charged.  The camping

only. These reservations cannot be made through payment (minus the cancellation fee and the week from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., Central Time. the reservation service. non-refundable reservation fee) will be refunded. 

Spur of the moment getaways Cancellations made less than 14 days prior to 
You now can make a reservation up until midnight arrival: 
the night before your arrival. If your lifestyle makes The first night’s camping fee is forfeited and a 
planning ahead impossible, it’s ok. Some campsites $10 cancellation fee is charged.  The customer 
in our parks and state recreation areas are available is refunded the remaining amount of the deposit 
on a first-come, first-served basis but these usually less the $8.50 reservation fee. 
go fast, especially on weekends. 

•Lodging 
Deposit Cancellations made 30 days or more prior to 

arrival: A$10 cancellation fee is charged and the 
fee plus full payment for the camping period 

• Camping: The non-refundable $8.50 reservation 
initial deposit (minus the cancellation fee and 

reserved is due when the reservation is made. the $8.50 reservation fee) is refunded. 

Cancellations made less than 30 days but more• Lodging: A deposit of up to two nights’ lodging 
than 14 days prior to arrival:cost is charged when a reservation is made.  The 
A refund of 50% of the deposit, (minus the $10 

lodging fee.  The deposit will be applied to the 
reservation fee is included in the first night’s 

cancellation fee and the $8.50 reservation fee) 
Online Reservations: www.stayatmnparks.com cost of the lodging.  The remaining balance due is refunded. 

will be paid at the park upon arrival. 
Online reservations can be made 24 hours a day Cancellations made less than 14 days but more
except for the first day a site becomes available. • Camper Cabin: A non-refundable reservation fee than two days prior to arrival: 

A refund of 25% of the deposit, (minus the $10 
before 8 a.m., Central Time. paid in advance when the reservation is made. 
On that first day, reservations cannot be made of $8.50 plus the cost for the entire stay must be 

cancellation fee and the $8.50 reservation fee) 
is refunded. 

Reservation Fee:  $8.50 (non refundable) Payment 
Less than two days prior to arrival there is noPayment can be made by check, money order or 
refund.credit card (MasterCard or Visa).  Checks or money 

orders should be made out to MN State Parks and 
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arrell Mead used to dread seeing another vehicle 
coming toward him on the narrow road leading into 

the horse camp at McCarthy Beach State Park.“It was one-
way in and one-way out,” he says,“but [you] had to use it 
both ways.” 

That changed last year, though, when the Minnesota Horse 
Council stepped in and provided the funds to widen the 
road.  It was just one of several projects the Council has 
undertaken over the years to increase and improve 
horseback riding opportunities throughout the state. 

Horse Pass approved 
Improvements for equestrian facilities took another step 
forward when, with support from the Horse Council, the 
Minnesota Legislature passed a bill during the 2006 session 
that established a horse pass fee for trail riders.The bill 
requires everyone age 16 and older to purchase and display 
a horse pass when riding on state trails and in state parks 

and forests. Funds collected from the sale of horse passes 
are earmarked to fund trail and horse facility improvements. 

The horse trail pass is similar to other DNR passes such 
as the pass required to use cross-country ski trails. Other 
states, including Wisconsin, also require trail passes. 

The Horse Council supported the legislation requiring 
the new trail pass in Minnesota, Mead says, because it 
directly benefits the local horse community. “The way it’s 
written,” he says,“all of the trails money goes back to trail 
maintenance, campground security, and a few other things.” 

The cost for an annual pass is $21 and it is valid for one 
year beginning January 1 and ending December 31. A 
daily pass is available for $5.  Passes may be purchased 
anywhere fishing and hunting licenses are sold. Self-
registration envelopes that can be used to purchase a pass 
also are available at trailheads and state parks. 

An annual Horse Trail Pass (above) or daily pass is required for all 
individuals 16 years old and older while riding on state trails, in 
state parks and recreation areas, and in state forests. The pass 
must be visible on the person or horse tack. 

Citizen committee to help determine 
funding 
“No one knows quite how much revenue to expect from 
the sale of trail passes this first year,” said Mead,“but as 
the money comes in, horse owners and riders will help 
determine how it is spent.” 

Part of the legislation called for a committee to be formed 
to work with the DNR on priorities of where this money 
would go. Mead is one of five people serving on the 
committee.  He will also continue to help allocate Horse 
Council resources for needs that have already been 
identified. For example, the Council recently spent $30,000 
on trail improvements at Wild River State Park and St. 
Croix State Forest. Another $30,000 is earmarked for a 
horse camp in Richard Dorer State Forest. 

Many of the Council’s projects have taken place in state 
parks, 19 of which have horse trails and 13 that have horse 
campsites (see sidebar for details). 

Founded in 1935, the 300-member Council sponsors an 
annual Horse Expo at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds 
every April, reinvesting the proceeds from that event in 
efforts to make exploring Minnesota on horseback more 
accessible and fun. 

Mead encourages riders to saddle up and hit the trails this 
season. “Just don’t forget your trail pass,” he added. 

To find a DNR-authorized trail pass vendor near you, visit 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/horseback_riding. For more 
information about the Horse Council, visit 
www.mnhorsecouncil.org. 
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Minnesota State Park Zip Front Sweatshirt 
These sherbet-color cotton/poly blend sweatshirts come 
with a hood and pocket.  Light enough in weight for 
summertime use, yet warm enough to take the chill off for 
early mornings or evenings around the camp. Women’s 
sizes. (Choose tangerine or aqua.) 

Small Tangerine or Aqua $36.99 
Medium Tangerine or Aqua $36.99 
Large Tangerine or Aqua $36.99 
XL Tangerine or Aqua $36.99 
XXL Tangerine or Aqua $36.99 

Hiking Club $14.95 

Join the Hiking Club and earn rewards while getting healthy. 
You will win patches and awards as you chalk up the mileage 
hiking scenic trails in Minnesota State Parks. 

Passport Club $14.95 

Visit state parks and win perks along the way as a member 
of the Minnesota State Park Passport Club.The goal for 
members is to visit all Minnesota's state parks. You will win 
patches and free nights of camping as you reach pre-set 
goals and receive a handsome Passport Club plaque when 
you have visited all the parks. 

Combination Offer $24.95 
Purchase both the Passport Club and Hiking Club kits at 
a discounted price of $24.95. 

Pullover Hoodie Sweatshirt 
Keep the chill off in your 60/40 cotton-poly-blend Minnesota 
State Park sweatshirt. The pullover comes in gray with navy 
stitching and navy trim lining the hood and pouch pocket. 
Machine wash and dry.  (Men’s sizes only.) 

Medium $39.99 
Large $39.99 
XL $39.99 
XXL $39.99 

Tie-Dye T-Shirt (Kids sizes only) 
Made of 100% pre-shrunk cotton, this colorful shirt could 
brighten any day. 

X-Small (2-4) $9.95 
Small (6-8) $9.95 
Medium (10-12) $9.95 
Large (14-16) $9.95 

Travel Mug 
When you pack up your car, bicycle, motorcycle or saddlebags, 
for your state park getaway, don’t forget your state park travel 
mug. This sip-top, plastic-coated, stainless steel beverage 
mug keeps liquids hot or cold.  Hand wash only. 

Circle your color choice(green, blue or red) on order form 

Travel Mug $7.95 

2007 Collector’s Permit Mug 
Get comfortable by the campfire and sip your favorite 
beverage in our 2007 permit mug.White with black trim on 
handle and rim, the numbered-edition mug features a replica 
of the 2007 permit. 

2007 Permit Mug $9.95 

Minnesota State Parks Tote Bag 
Light in weight, this canvas bag can hold a variety of gear 
inside and in three outside pockets: one with a Velcro closure, 
another with a zip pocket and the third, a nylon mesh pocket, 
perfect for carrying damp or wet items.Tote comes in blue 
with black trim or grey with black trim. (Circle your color 
choice on order form.) 

Minnesota State Parks Tote Bag $10.95 

Camp Cooking Cookbook 
Filled with historic photos, notes and great recipes, this 192
page coil-bound cookbook is a must for preparing tasty meals 
and treats on your next camping adventure.  Recipes and 
campfire cooking tips are from folks who have years of 
expertise in campfire cooking, the staff (past and present) 
of the USDA Forest Service. 

Camp Cooking Cookbook $9.95 

Explorer Activity Books 
These books are fun for the whole family and a great way 
for kids to expand their nature knowledge. Choose from 
three explorer programs: the Nature Explorer, the History 
Explorer or the Earth Explorer (geology activity) book. 

Nature Explorer Activity Book $4.95 
History Explorer Activity Book $4.95 
Earth Explorer Activity Book $5.95 
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2007 Permit 
The 2007 annual vehicle permit features the cascading water at 
Cascade River State Park, one of three North Shore Parks celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year. The annual vehicle permit offers 
an unlimited number of visits to all 72 Minnesota State Parks and 
Recreation Areas for a full year from the month of purchase.  Be 
sure to include visits to all three anniversary parks this year: 
Temperance River, Judge C.R. Magney and Cascade River. 

Regular Annual Permit (windshield sticker) $25.00 
Handicapped Permit (windshield sticker) $12.00 
Motorcycle Permit (wallet card) $20.00 

Place your order: 

Note: St. Paul sales tax is 7% on all items except 
clothing and park permits. No tax on orders shipped 
outside of Minnesota. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

(Payable to Minnesota State Parks) 

❑ Check or Money Order 

❑ Visa 

❑ MasterCard 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Street Address _______________________ Apt# ____________________ 

City ________________________________State ________ ZIP ________ 

Phone ( )_________________________❑ day ❑ night 
(If we have a question about your order) 

Card Number llll llll llll llll 
Expires _____________ Signature (required)____________________________ 

SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
CHARGES FOR EACH ORDER 

Park permit only $.50 
Up to $25.00 $4.95 
$25.01 to $49.99 $6.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 $7.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 $8.95 
$100.00 and up $9.95 

For internal use only: 

Date Order Received: __________________ 

Date Order Shipped:  ___________________ 

Order handled by: 

Central Office                  Warehouse 

Order Form/Clip & Mail or Fax 

Subtotal 
Shipping & Handling 

(See chart at left) 

TOTAL 

Minnesota State Parks 

Nature Store 
Summer is here and it’s time to visit your favorite Minnesota State 
Park or discover a future “favorite” from among our Discovery Parks. 
No matter how you like your fun–hiking, biking, fishing, swimming 
or just relaxing–you’ll want to take home a memory of your visit. 

Stop by the park’s Nature Store to check out our selection of breezy 
summer t-shirts, an interesting array of books, field guides, cook
books and other great stuff. With each purchase, you’ll do more 
than take home a memento of your visit…you will be helping 
Minnesota State Parks. 

Proceeds from your Nature Store purchases go directly to support 
education and resource management programs in state parks. 

Qty. Size Description Price Tax Total 

2007 Regular Annual Permit $25 No tax 
2007 Handicapped Annual Permit $12 No tax 
(Write in your handicapped License Plate No.______) 
2007 Motorcycle Permit $20 No tax 

2007 Permit Mug $ 9.95 $.70 

Travel Mug (Circle color choice (s) below) $7.95 $ .56 
Blue Green  Red 

Passport Club Kit $14.95 $1.05 
Hiking Club Kit $14.95 $1.05 
Combination Offer (both club kits) $24.95 $1.75 

Camp Cooking Cookbook $ 9.95 $.63 

Pullover Hoodie Sweatshirt (gray only) $39.99 No tax 
Medium Mens size 
Large Mens size 
XL Mens size 
XXL Mens size 

Hoodie Full Zip Sweatshirt $36.99 No tax 
(circle color and size below) 

Small Tangerine 
Medium Tangerine 
Large Tangerine 
XL Tangerine 
XXL Tangerine 

Small Aqua 
Medium Aqua 
Large Aqua 
XL Aqua 
XXL Aqua 

Minnesota State Parks Tie-Dye T-Shirt $9.95 No tax 
X-Small Kids 
Small Kids 
Medium Kids 
Large Kids 

Minnesota State Parks Tote Bag $10.95 $ .77 
(Circle your choices(s) below) 
Blue/Black  Gray/Black 

Nature Explorer Activity Book $ 4.95 $.35 
History Explorer Activity Book $ 4.95 $.35 
Earth Explorer Activity Book $ 5.95 $.42 

You may charge your order using Visa or MasterCard, or 
mail us a check. To order: 

1. By phone. Call DNR Info Center toll-free at 1-888-646-6367 
or call (651) 296-6157 (Metro area) from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

2. By mail. Mail your order to our warehouse: 
Southern Service Center 
Minnesota State Parks 
1200 Warner Road,  St. Paul, MN 55106 

3. By e-mail. Send your order to: naturestore@dnr.state.mn.us 
Be sure to include your name, address, phone number, 
credit card number and expiration date. 

4. By fax. Fax your order to (651) 772-7598. 

Minnesota State Parks Nature Store 
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What’s New? in Minnesota State Parks 
Golf course construction underway at 
Fort Ridgely 
The long awaited reconstruction of the Fort Ridgely golf 
course is underway. This summer, visitors will see a 
“work in progress” as efforts begin to construct new 
tees and greens for the golf course.  During construction, 
visitors are advised to be aware of cautions that need 
to be taken on park roads and trails.  Particularly during 
the week, a large number of construction vehicles will 
be using both the public and the park roads. The public 
will need to be especially watchful of these vehicles to 
ensure everyone’s safety. Also, some hiking and horseback 
trails will be closed as construction nears certain areas. 
These closures will be temporary and information on 
which trails are closed can be obtained by calling the 
park.To see the scope and plans for the changes being 
made to the golf course, a map of the project is available 
at the park office and a larger map will be on display at 
the Fort Site visitor center. Park staff will be happy to 
answer questions about the project. 

Motorcycle permit now available 
Its not that motorcycle owners had a problem 
complying with statutes that require a vehicle permit 
for admission to Minnesota State Parks and State 
Recreation Areas, it's just that some were opposed to 
affixing a permit to the windshield or other part of 
the bike.  Happily, this is no longer a problem. The 
newly created motorcycle permit is designed as a 
wallet card and does not need to be displayed on the 
vehicle. The new annual permit sells for $20 and is 
valid for one year from the month of purchase. 

New visitor center planned for Grand Portage 
State Park 
Design is underway for a visitor center/traveler rest 
stop to be built at Grand Portage State Park, located 
near the U.S./Canada border.  Because of its location, 
the facility will serve multiple purposes as a natural 
and cultural interpretive center, traveler rest stop and 
tourist welcome center for visitors entering Minnesota 
from Canada.The building will include interpretive 
displays and exhibits, a visitor welcome and gathering 
area, full rest-stop facilities, gift shop and park offices. 
The development of this building is a cooperative 
effort that involves participation from Mn/DOT, the 
Grand Portage Band and DNR.  It is anticipated that 
construction will begin in 2008 with dedication of 
facilities in 2009. 

More camper cabins being built this year 
Construction will be underway this season to build 
28 more camper cabins in eight state parks. The first 
cabins will be built at William O’Brien and Wild River 
state parks and add six cabins to the system.  Other 
parks where cabins will be built include Bear Head 
Lake, Glacial Lakes and Jay Cooke.  Each of these parks 
currently has one camper cabin.The final three parks 
where cabins will be built this year include Lac qui 
Parle, Lake Carlos and Sibley, none of which presently 
has camper cabin. All cabins will have electricity and 
heat and will be available for year-round use.  Each 
will rent for $45/night.Watch Web site for availability. 

Vehicle permit exemption for military personnel 
Military personnel who are stationed outside of 
Minnesota and are on leave from active duty, and those 
who visit a state park within 90 days of leaving active 
service, do not need a vehicle permit for access to 
Minnesota State Parks or State Recreation Areas. To 
take advantage of this exemption, military personnel 
are asked to stop at the park office upon arrival and 
check in with the attendant to let them know your 
military status. Please bring along current military 
orders and military ID. 

Firewood restrictions in effect 
To help stop the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer and 
other invasive pests that destroy forests and urban 
trees, Governor Pawlenty has signed a Firewood Pest 
Control Regulation Bill (SF420) regarding use of 
firewood on all DNR lands. (See story on page 20) 
Firewood restrictions call for the following:  Firewood 
must be purchased at the facility site or from an 
approved vendor. A proof of purchase is required. 
Approved firewood must meet established criteria and 
approved vendors are those who have successfully 
completed an application process.  Lists of approved 
vendors will be posted on the DNR Web site at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us. More information also can be 
obtained from the DNR Information Center at 
1-888MINNDNR. 

Discount available for volume permit purchase 
Did you know that the Division of Parks and Recreation 
now offers the state park vehicle permit, normally 
priced at $25 each, for a reduced rate of $20 per permit 
when 50 or more permits are purchased in volume? 
For more information call 651-259-5600. 

Celebrate American Indian heritage at Wacipi 
event in August 
Colorful dress, drum music and the voices of singers 
are all a part of  Wacipi (Dakota for powwow), a 
celebration of American Indian heritage, open to the 
public August 4-5 at Upper Sioux Agency State Park in 
Granite Falls. The event this year coincides with the 
park’s open house so admission to the park is free on 
Saturday and Sunday.  No vehicle permit will be required 
either day to enter the park.According to park manager 

Terri Dinesen,“The Wacipi represents a coming together 
of all people as a social event as well as to demonstrate 
skills, share in traditional ceremonies and honor the 
culture of the Dakota people.” The Saturday schedule 
will begin with a “grand entry” by dancers and other 
participants at 1 p.m.The event runs through the 
evening with a break for dinner to which the public 
is invited free of charge.  Events on Sunday will begin 
at 1 and run to 5 p.m.  For more information closer to 
the date of the event, check the Upper Sioux Agency 
Web site at www.mnstateparks.info. 

No vehicle permit needed at Soudan 
Underground Mine 
It was mentioned in the story on page 18 about 
state park tours, but in case you missed it, you no 
longer need a vehicle permit to enter or park at 
Soudan Underground Mine. The only fee required 
is the one charged for taking either of the tours 
offered at the park. 

GreenTouch Day a success 
Despite rainy and cold weather in some locations, 
volunteers from Touchstone Energy cooperatives and 
local citizen volunteers of all ages helped to clear 
brush, pull weeds, paint, plant trees (and rose bushes) 
and spruce up Minnesota State Parks.  In its eighth 
year, this program, developed and sponsored by 
Touchstone Electric Cooperatives around the state, 
has helped Minnesota State Parks in a big way. One of 
the projects that will have a very visual impact for 
Gooseberry Falls State Park visitors involved planting 
1,200 rose seedlings near the park’s visitor center and 
falls area. Named Rosebud III, this effort was the third 
in a series of projects to re-establish the wild rose at 
Gooseberry. The rose seedlings that were planted 
were grown at General Andrews Nursery from seed 
collected at the park. About 20 volunteers planted 
1,200 wild rose plants. 

Pass available for vehicle in tow 
The new towed vehicle pass exempts campers from 
purchasing multiple vehicle permits when the RV or 
camping unit they are driving is towing another vehicle. 
The pass is a temporary permit for a vehicle that enters 
a park towed behind a vehicle used for camping. A 
vehicle used for camping (RV) is defined as a motor 
home, bus, or pickup camper that is used as a stationary 
camping unit during an overnight stay.The temporary 
permit will be issued with the camping permit and 
allows the towed vehicle to be driven in state parks 
until the camping permit expires.  For details regarding 
the permit, check with the park or www.dnr.state.mn.us 
and click on Fees. 




