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Abstract 
 
 
 
Under the cover of WWI, the Young Turk government of the Ottoman Empire deported and 

exterminated the Armenian population from historical Armenia (Eastern provinces of modern 

day Turkey) and surrounding regions. However, since then, successive Turkish governments 

have denied any wrongdoing and blamed Armenians for their fate. The Australian press, as 

the only mass medium of the period, covered extensively the extermination of the Armenians. 

However today’s press often refers to the same events ambiguously, using the word “alleged” 

and giving equal coverage to the Turkish denial of the events. In addition, “young turk” has 

become a complimentary phrase. 

 

This thesis examines the coverage of the Armenian Genocide in the Australian press of 1915-

1923. The newspapers examined are: Age and Argus (Victoria), Brisbane Courier 

(Queensland), Mercury (Tasmania), Register Adelaide (South Australia) and Sydney Morning 

Herald (New South Wales). 

 

The aim of the thesis is to determine if Australian journalists of the period had appropriately 

covered the Armenian Genocide and if the coverage corresponded with the modern definition 

of genocide as stated in the United Nation’s Genocide Convention (UNCG). The study 

compares news reports published on the Armenian Genocide with the acts of UNCG and finds 

that they had indeed communicated to the Australian public that Armenians were subjected to 

genocide. In the absence of the word “genocide” Australian journalists of early 20th century 

described the meaning of the word as “destroying a nation”, “race extermination”, “policy of 

extermination”, “wiping out the Armenian nation” and other similar expressions.  
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The study also looks at censorship in Britain and Australia during WWI. From the wide 

coverage of the press it concludes that there were no restrictions imposed on the reporting of 

the Armenian Genocide. Another aspect covered was the religious factor. Armenians were 

often identified as “Christians”. The word defined a common denominator between the 

Australian reader and Armenians. Australia and Armenia were almost entirely Christian 

nations while Turks were Muslims who were physically and spiritually destroying (churches, 

monasteries, manuscripts, desecrating religious sites) the Armenian people. Thus, Christian 

churches were heavily involved in the relief effort of Armenian survivors and orphans.  

 

The thesis also examines where Australians were getting the reports on the Armenian 

Genocide; how the reports appeared in the papers, the headlines of the reports and comparison 

between headlines and articles on atrocities attributed to Germans, and the extermination of 

the Armenians at the hands of the Turks. In addition, in the context of war propaganda the 

study finds that overall the newspapers had given wider coverage to atrocities attributed to 

Germans, while Turkish atrocities against Armenians had received adequate coverage but less 

prominence. 

 

The thesis reveals the previously unknown fact that Australians had responded passionately to 

the plight of the survivors by founding a friendship society (Friends of Armenia) and relief 

society (Armenian Relief Fund). 

 

This pilot study focuses only on the Armenian case. Future research should be expanded to 

include the Australian press reports of ethnic cleansing and genocide of the Christian 

elements, Assyrian and Greek in Turkey. Hopefully this will raise Australian journalists’ 

awareness to the level of their predecessors of early 20th century so that they will be able to 
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counteract the increasing pressure and denial campaign actively pursued by the Turkish 

Embassy and members of the Australian Turkish community.  
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 

 

1.1 Background 
 
 
O n  t he  ev e  o f  t h e  Anz a c  l an d i n g  a t  G a l l ip o l i ,  24  A p r i l  1 915 ,  t h e  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  wa s  ex ec u t in g  i t s  p l an n ed  ex t e rm in a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns  i n  t h e  Ot tom a n  c a p i t a l  C ons t an t in op l e .   Af t e r  t h e  

a r mi s t i c e  o f  19 18 ,  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  c on t inu e d  

u n ab a t e d  un d e r  Mus t ap ha  K em al ,  a l so  k n ow n a s  At a t u rk . 1  B y 

1 9 23 ,  an  es t im a t ed  m i l l i on  an d  a  h a l f 2 A r m en i a ns ,  f ro m 

C on s t an t in op l e  t o  t h e  S yr i a n  a nd  M e sop o t am i an  d es e r t s ,  ha d  

f a l l en  v i c t i ms .  Tu rk i s h  au th o r i t i e s  h ad  s u cces s fu l l y  co mp l e t ed  t h e  

m a ss  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  a  r a c e  o f  p eo p l e  i n  wh a t  w a s  l a t e r  

d e s c r ib e d  a s  “ ge noc i d e” .    

 

W h i l e  th e  A us t r a l i an  go ve r nm en t  a nd  pu b l i c  co mm em or a t e  th e  

s a c r i f i c e  o f  t h e  A nz a c  on  A p r i l  2 5  wi t h  t h e  s lo ga n  L es t  We  

F o rg e t ,  on  A p r i l  2 4  o f  e a ch  ye a r  t h e  co mm em o ra t i on  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  i s  co nf i n e d  t o  t h e  A r m en i a n  c om m un i t y.   Th e  

t r a ge d y o f  1 91 5 -2 3  p as s es  a lm os t  u nno t i c ed  f r om  t he  p ub l i c  an d  

i s  i gn o r ed  b y t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  m ed i a .  No  o t h e r  co un t r y h a s  t h e  d a t e  

o f  t he  s t a r t  o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  b e en  s o  c l os e  t o  a  d a y o f  

g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  im por t an c e  t o  t h e  a do p te d  co un t r y.  Y e t ,  f ew  

A u s t r a l i a ns  k no w t h a t  t h e  A nz a c s  fo ugh t  a  go v er nm e n t ,  w h i c h  h ad  
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s ys t e m at i c a l l y  e x t e r mi n a t ed  i t s  Ch r i s t i a n  mi no r i t i e s ,  t h e  

A r m en i a ns ,  t h e  A ssyr i a n s  an d  t h e  G r e ek s .  

 

P ub l i c  f i gu r es  an d  t h e  m e d i a  c a nn o t  a rgu e  i gno r an c e  s i n ce  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  i s  w id e l y s t ud i e d  w i t h  hu nd r e ds  o f  bo o ks ,  

a r t i c l e s ,  an d  a r ch iva l  d o cum en t s  o n  mic ro f i lm  av a i l a b l e  fo r  

r e s e a r ch e rs  an d  t h e  p ub l i c . 3  Bu t  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  w or d  “ ge no c id e ” ,  

t o  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  b y t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  a nd  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  c ommu ni t y,  i s  h i nd e r ed  by  t h e  g r o wi n g  d en ia l  

c a m pa i gn  b y t h e  Tur k i s h  go ve r nm en t .  T h i s  c am p a i gn  h as  g l o b a l  

r e p e r cu ss i on s  a nd  i t s  e f f ec t s  ca n  a l s o  b e  s e e n  i n  A us t r a l i a  w h en  

t h e  m e d i a  o f t e n  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  A rm en ian  G en o c id e  as  “ a l l ege d ”  

ge n o c id e .   Po l i t i c i an s  a nd  m em b er s  o f  t h e  Fe d er a l  go ve r nm e nt  

a l so  a v o id  t he  wo rd  “ ge no c i d e ” . 4 

 

A lm os t  a  c e n tu r y o n ,  t h e  A r me n i a n  G en o c i d e  i s  s t i l l  t h e  su b j e c t  

o f  im p as s io n ed  d i sc u ss io ns  a nd  p o l i t i c a l  c a mp a i gn s  a nd  

m a no e uv r i n g .  Ev e ry  ye a r ,  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s t i l l  p r i n t e d  on  t h e  i s s u e , 5 

b u t  o n l y o n e  o r  tw o  o f  t h e  r e po r t s  t h a t  a p p e ar  i n  ov e rs e a s  p a p e rs  

a r e  r ep r i n t e d  i n  A us t ra l i a ,  an d  ma n y o f  t h es e  r e p or t s  a r e  f a c tu a l l y  

i n co r r e c t .  Us ua l l y  t h e  m e d i a  g i ve s  e qua l  s pa c e  t o  t h e  Tu rk i s h  

v e r s io n  o f  e v en t s ,  w h ic h  b es id es  d e n yi n g  an y r e s po ns ib i l i t y  s h i f t s  

t h e  b l am e  to  t h e  A rm e ni an s  t h em s e lv es .   Th i s  c on fu s es  t he  r e ad e r  

a n d  g i v es  l e g i t im a cy t o  Tu r k i s h  d en ia l  b y g i v in g  t h e  imp re s s i on  
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t h a t  t h e re  i s  ano th e r  s i de  o f  t he  s to r y,  t hu s  p l an t in g  i n to  t h e  mi nd  

o f  t he  r e ad e r  th e  s ee d s  o f  do ub t .   

 

F o r  ex a m pl e ,  a n  a r t i c l e  p ub l i s h ed  i n  t he  A GE  f i n i s hed  w i th  t h e  

p a r a g r a ph :   

 

“ T h e  T u r k i s h  ve r s i o n  o f  w h a t  e n s u e d  w a s  t h a t  a b o u t  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  

A r me n i a n s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  T u r k s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  i n t e r n a l  f i g h t i n g  

b e t w e e n  1 9 1 5  a n d  1 9 1 8 .  B u t  A r me n i a n s  s a y  t h e r e  w a s  a  c a mp a i g n  o f  

g e n o c i d e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  n u mb e r  o f  d e a d  r e a c h e d  a t  l e a s t  1 . 5  mi l l i o n .  

M a n y  A r me n i a n s  d i e d  o r  w e r e  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  f o r c e d  ma r c h e s  i n t o  e x i l e  

i n  S y r i a .  T h e  T u r ks  s a y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  r o a mi n g  b a n d s  o f  A r me n i a n  

i r r e g u l a r s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a t r o c i t i e s ” . 6  

 

T h i s  t yp e  o f  a r t i c l e  mi s l e ads  t h e  pu b l i c  a nd  i s  i n  t o t a l  con t ra s t  t o  

t h e  n ew s  r ep o r t s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  o f  e a r l y  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y,  a s  m y c o n t e n t  a na l ys i s  wi l l  s ho w  i n  ch a p t e r  V .   

 

T h e  a bo v e  a r t i c l e  w a s  p r i n t ed  wi t h  an o t h e r  a r t i c l e , 7 w h ic h  

d e s c r ib e d  Tu r k i s h  go v e r nm en t ’ s  s an c t i on s  a ga in s t  Fr a n c e ,  t h e  

r e a c t i ons  f rom  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a nd  p ub l i c ,  a f t e r  t h e  

F r e n c h  N a t i on a l  Ass e mbl y a d o p t ed  a  r e s o l u t i on  o n  t h e  A rm e n i an  

G e n o c id e . 8 Th e  n e ws p ap e r  d i d  no t  a t t em pt  t o  s h ed  an y l i gh t  on  

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s .  The  r e ad e r  o f  bo th  a r t i c l e s  w ou l d  h av e  the  

i mp r es s io n  th a t  F r an c e  h a d  un j us t l y  o f f e n d ed  th e  T u rk s  an d  th a t  

i t  w as  q u es t io na b l e  w h e th e r  ge no c i d e  h a d  e v e r  h a pp e n ed .   
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1.2 Scope of thesis 
 
 
 
I t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  p r e t e n t i ou s  t o  a s s um e t h a t  mo s t  A us t r a l i an  

j ou r na l i s t s ,  d es p i t e  t h e  av a i l ab l e  m at e r i a l ,  a r e  no t  f ami l i a r  w i t h  

t h e  h i s to r i c a l  i s su es  s u r r ou nd in g  th e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  a nd  i n  

l e s s e r  d e g r e e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A us t ra l i a n  p r es s  o f  t he  pe r io d  

w i de l y c o v e r e d  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  On  a  f e w oc c a s i on s  w h en  

I  h a d  d i s cu ss e d  t h e  i s su e  w i th  Aus t ra l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s ,  t h ey  w e r e  

s u rp r i s ed  t o  l e a rn  t h a t  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  f r om  19 15 - 23  c ov e r ed  

ex t ens iv e l y t h e  ex te r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm en i an s .   Th e  l e ga c y l e f t  b y 

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  an d  ed i t o r s  o f  ea r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y h a s  b e e n  

f o r go t t en ,  an d  th e  w e a l t h  o f  a rc h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  t h e y l e f t  be h in d  

r e m ai ns  u n to u ch e d .   I f  m od e r n  d a y A u s t ra l i an  j ou rn a l i s t s  h ad  

r e c o ur s e  t o  a  r e f e r en c e  b oo k  on  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e  wi th  

e m ph as i s  o n  r ep o r t s  p r in t e d  i n  t h e  A us t ra l i an  p r es s  o f  191 5 -2 3 ,  i t  

w o u l d  ha v e  h e l pe d  t o  a dd r es s  t h e  e r ro r s  t h a t  k e ep  ap pe a r in g  in  

t od a y ' s  p a p e rs .   Fo r  ex amp l e ,  w i th  t h e  e mp h as i s  on  o b j e c t iv e l y 

r e p o r t i n g  t h e  A r men i an  G e no c i d e  b y g i v i n g  “ e qu a l ”  co v e ra ge  t o  

t h e  v i c t i ms  ( A rm e n i a ns )  a nd  t he  p e r p e t r a t o r s  ( Tu r k i s h  

au th o r i t i e s ) ,  t h e  s am e  “o b j ec t i v i t y”  i s  n o t  app l i ed  t o  t h e  r ep o r t i n g  

o f  o th e r  ge n o c id e s ,  f o r  i n s t an c e  J ew i sh ,  C amb od i an  o r  Rw a n d an .  

 

T h e  A us t r a l i an  m ed i a  a l s o  c on t in u es  t o  us e  t h e  t e rm  “ yo u n g  t u rk ”  

a s  a  c om p l i m e n t a r y  p h r a s e . 9  Fo r  i n s t a nc e ,  “ yo u n g  tu r k  

p o l i t i c i a n ” ,  “ yo u n g  tu r k  fo o t b a l l  p l a ye r ”  a nd  s o  fo r t h  a r e  o f t e n  
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f e a tu r e d  i n  p ap e rs  o r  r ad i o  a nd  t e l e v i s i on  re p or t s . 10  T h e  us e  o f  

t h e  t e rm s  “ a l l e ge d  ge n o c id e ”  a nd  “ yo u n g  tu r k ”  b y t h e  A us t ra l i an  

m e d i a  i s  n o t  on l y o f f e ns iv e  t o  t h e  su rv i vo r s  an d  d es c e nd an t s  o f  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  bu t  i t  a l so  l end s  c r e de n c e  t o  th e  

p e r p e t r a t o r s  an d  t he i r  a t t em pt s  t o  r ev i s e  h i s t o r y.    

 

M os t  o f  m y a t t emp t s  t o  c o r r e c t  t he  m i s t a k es  t h a t  ap p e ar e d  in  t he  

m e d i a  ov e r  t h e  p a s t  ye a r s  r em a in  f r u i t l e s s .  O u t  o f  s ev e r a l  l e t t e r s  

t o  t h e  ed i t o r s  ( A ge ,  2 9  J a n .  2 00 1 ,  A us t r a l i a n ,  3 0  Au g .  2 00 1 ,  60  

M i nu t e s ,  2 6  Ap r i l  20 0 2 ,  H e ra l d  Su n ,  2  M a y 2 0 02 )  o n l y t h e  o ne  I  

s e n t  t o  t h e  Fin an c ia l  R e v i ew  w a s  pu b l i sh e d  i n  M a rc h  20 01 11 ( I  

w a s  p r a i s in g  th e  p ap e r ’ s  a r t i c l e  o n  th e  A rm e n i an  G en oc ide  t h a t  

h a d  a pp e a r ed  a  w e ek  e a r l i e r ) .  12 

 

In  c h a l l en g in g  th e  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t ' s  r e v i s io n i s t  a t t em pt s  t o  

d i s t o r t  h i s t o r i ca l  f ac t s  an d  d en y t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e ,  an d  th e  

c o ns e qu e n t  m ed i a  r e p r e se n t a t i o n ,  I  d ec i d ed  to  r e t r ac e  t h e  e v en t s  

o f  W W I i n  t h e  Ot tom a n  Em pi r e  t h ro u gh  t h e  p a ges  o f  t he  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  o f  t h a t  e r a .   

 

T h e  A us t r a l i an  n e ws p ap e rs  w er e  t he  p r i ma r y s o u rc e  o f  

i n fo rm a t io n  on  th e  w a r  fo r  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  t h e n .  R ad io  

b r o ad c as t ,  t e l e v i s i on ,  c a b l e  o r  s a t e l l i t e  n e ws ,  a c c es s  t o  v as t  

r e s ou r c es  f r om  th e  In t e r n e t  t h a t  w e  t ak e  s o  mu c h  fo r  g r an t ed ,  

w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  T he  p u b l i c  d i d  no t  h av e  an y a c c e s s  t o  s e c re t  
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d o cu m en t s ,  c ab i n e t  p ap e r s  an d  a r c h iv a l  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  we re  

a v a i l ab l e  d e c a de s  l a t e r .  Un l ik e  t h e  B a l k an  w a r s  o f  1 99 0 ’s ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  n o  T V n ew s  o r  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  p ro g r a ms  b r in g in g  hom e  th e  

d a i l y  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  w a r  wi th  co l ou r e d  p i c tu r e s  i n  r e a l  t i me  l i v e  

c o v e ra ge .  T h e  A us t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  d u r ing  a n d  a f t e r  W W I h ad  t o  

co n t en t  mo s t l y  w i th  s ho r t  r ep o r t s  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  p a pe r s  w i th ou t  

a n y p h o t o gr ap hs .  

 

O v e r  t h e  p as t  f e w de c a d es ,  h i s to r i a ns ,  ge n o c i d e  s ch o l a r s  an d  

j ou r na l i s t s  h a ve  p ub l i s h ed  h un d r ed s  o f  bo ok s ,  r e s e a r c h  s tu d i e s  

a n d  jo u rn a l  a r t i c l e s  a bo u t  t h e  Ar m en i an  G en o c id e .  To  m y 

k n ow le d ge ,  on l y f o u r  b oo ks  h a d  r ep r i n t e d  t h e  n ew sp a p er  r e p o r t s  

o f  t he  pe r i od  o n  the  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e . 13 H ow e v er ,  no n e  o f  t he s e  

b o oks  c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l ys e d  t h e  p r in t  m ed i a  o f  t h e  p e r io d  (19 1 5-

1 9 23 )  no r  s t ud i ed  t h e  n e ws p ap e r  r e po r t s  t o  s e e :  

 

•  W h a t  ro l e  t h e y h a d  p l a ye d  in  i n f o rmi ng  t h e  pu b l i c  ab ou t  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s?  

•  T h e  c om p ar i s on  b e tw e e n  m ed i a  r ep or t s  p ub l i s he d  in  v a r i ou s  

c o un t r i e s .  

•  T h e  a c c ur a c y o f  t he  r e po r t s .  

•  O t he r  i n t e r e s t i n g  fa c t s  ( ed i to r i a l s ,  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  

f u nd ra i s i n g  ac t i v i t i e s ) ,  wh i ch  can  b e  fo u nd  o n l y i n  t h e  

p r e s s .   
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T h e  a im  o f  t h i s  r e sea rch  i s  t o  an a l ys e  t h e  r ep o r t s  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  o f  1 91 5- 23  t o  f i nd  o u t  i f  t h e y c o r r es po nd  t o  t h e  

m od e rn  un de r s t an d in g  o f  ge n o c id e  as  de f in e d  in  t h e  UN  Ge n o c i de  

C on v en t io n  o f  19 48 .   

 

B y a n a l ys i n g  t h e  co n t e n t s  o f  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  p r e s s ,  I  i n t en d  t o  

f i nd :  

 

•  I f  A u s t r a l i a n  e d i t o r s  an d  jo u r n a l i s t s  had  an y d o ub t  t h a t  

r e p o r t s  ab ou t  t h e  ex t e r mi na t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  w e r e  t r u e  a n d  

n o t  m e r e l y w a r  p r op a ga n d a .   

•  I f  t h e y h a d  a  c l e a r  u n de r s t an d i n g  t h a t  T u rk s  w e r e  

ex t e rmin a t in g  t h e  A r m en i ans  as  a  r ace .  

•  H o w A us t r a l i ans  v i e w e d  th e  ex te rm in a t io n  o f  Ar m en i a ns  in  

a  r e l i g i ou s  c on tex t .  T ha t  i s ,  t h e  m a jo r i t y  M o s l em  T u rks  

ex t e r min a t in g  th e  m in or i t y  C h r i s t i an  A r m en i a ns .   

•  H o w th e  A us t r a l i an  p ub l i c  r eac t ed  t o  new s  r epo r t s  abo u t  t h e  

ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s .   

 

I  w i l l  a r gu e  th a t  Au s t r a l i a n  n ew sp a p er s  f r om  1 91 5- 19 23  c o v e re d  

t h e  fu n da m en t a l  a sp e c t s  o f  t h e  A rm e n i a n  G en o c id e  t h r ough  

r e p o r t s  r e c e i v ed  f ro m ov e rs e a s  c ab l es ,  an d  p as s ed  o n  t o  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  an  a c cu r a t e  d es c r i p t i on  o f  t h e  ex t e rm ina t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  As  a  c on s eq u en c e ,  co n c er ne d  Au s t r a l i an s  f o rm e d  a  

r e l i e f  f un d  to  a id  t h e  s t r i ck en  A rm en ia n  s u rv i vo r s .  



 

 

 

21

1.3 Methodology 
 
 
T h e  f i v e  c l aus e s  o f  a r t i c l e  2  o f  U NC G a r e  d es c r i p t i on  o f  o f f e nc e s  

t h a t  i f  co mmi t t ed  co ns t i t u t e  ge n o c i de ,  t h us  t he  co n t en t  an a l ys i s  

w a s  d on e  b y m a t c h in g  th e  t ex t s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t o  t h e  

c o r r es po nd in g  c l a us e s  o f  UN CG .   Th e  f r e q ue n c y o f  t h e  wo r ds  w a s  

n o t  co un t e d  w h en  an a l ys i n g  t h e  c on t en t s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  c h ap t e r  5 .   

 

A  nu mb e r  o f  ne w s  r e p o r t s  co n t a i ne d  m o re  t h an  o n e  o f  t he  

e l em e n t s  o f  U NC G .  Mo s t  o f  t h os e  r e por t s  w er e  s p e c i a l  r ep o r t s  

f r om  w ar  co r r es po nd e n t s  o r  ex c l us iv e  l on g  r e po r t s  pu b l i sh e d  

ex c lus iv e l y i n  o n l y  o ne  n e ws p ap e r .  

 

I t  w a s  no t  p os s i b l e  t o  a c cu r a t e l y m e a su r e  t h e  l e n gt h  o f  t he  

a r t i c l e s  i n  c o l um n c e n t i m et r es  (o r  i n ch e s )  s i n c e  t h e  r e s ea r c h  w a s  

d o ne  o n  mi c ro f i lm  a n d  no t  on  t he  a c tua l  n e ws p ap e rs .  Th us ,  w h en  

m a k in g  c om p ar i s on  b e t w e en  G e rm a n  an d  T ur k i sh  a t ro c i t i e s  o n l y 

t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  an d  th e  t i t l e s  w e r e  co un t e d .  

 
1.3.1 Source selection 
 
 
F o r  m y r e s e a r ch ,  I  c h os e  t he  fo l l o wi ng  n e w sp ap e r s :  

•  T h e  Ag e  ( Vi c t o r i a )  

•  T h e  Ar gus  (V i c to r i a )  

•  T h e  Sy dn e y  Mor n i ng  H er a ld  (NSW )  

•  T h e  Br i sb an e  Co ur i e r  (Q u e en s l an d )  

•  T h e  M er c ur y  ( T asma n i a )  
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•  T h e  Re g i s t e r - Ad e l a i d e  (S ou t h  A us t r a l i a )  

 

I  c h o s e  t w o  ne w sp ap e r s  f ro m  M e l b ou rn e  b e c a us e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  

c i t y  h a d  an  ad d ed  s i gn i f i ca n c e  a s  t h e  f e d e r a l  c ap i t a l  o f  Au s t r a l i a .   

I  d i d  no t  co ns id e r  T h e  N o r th e r n  Te r r i t o r y a n d  W es t e r n  Au s t r a l i a  

f o r  t h e i r  l a ck  o f  n ew s p ap e rs  r e l ev an t  t o  m y r e s e a r ch .  Th e  S t a t e  

Li b r a r y o f  V i c to r i a ,  wh e r e  I  c o n d uc t ed  m y p r im a r y r e s e a r c h ,  do e s  

n o t  h o l d  an y n e w s pa p e r  mi c ro f i lms  f rom  W es t e rn  Au s t r a l i a  

c o v e r in g  th e  ye a r s  1 9 15 -1 92 3 .   Th e r e  w a s  a  n e ws p ap e r  f ro m 

N o r t h e rn  T e r r i t o r y o n  mi c ro f i lm  bu t  t he  n e wsp a p e r  w as  a n  

u n usu a l  on e -  i t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  an y h e a d l in e s  a nd  a l l  t h e  d i f fe r e n t  

a r t i c l e s  w e r e  co mp i l e d  i n t o  on e  s i n g l e  l e n gt h y a r t i c l e ,  w h i c h  d id  

n o t  s u i t  m y r e s e a r ch .   

 

1.3.2 Selection of text for analysis 
 
 
A  s amp l e  o f  4 4  a r t i c l e s ,  f r om a  v a r i e t y  o f  so u rc e s ,  w a s  use d  fo r  

c o n t e n t  a n a l ys i s  i n  c h a p t e r  5 . 14  A r t i c l e s  w e r e  s e l e c t ed  fo r  t h e i r  

s i gn i f i c an c e  an d  con t en t  f rom  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c a t e go r i e s :  

 

•  N e w s  r ep o r t s ,  e d i t o r i a l s  a nd  s pe c i a l  r ep o r t s  f rom  Au s t r a l i a n  

w a r  co r r es po nd e n t s  d ed i ca t ed  ex c l us i ve l y t o  t h e  m as s ac r es  

o f  Ar m en i a ns .  

•  M a ss a c r es  o f  A rm en i an s  c ommi t t ed  b y  T ur k i sh  t ro op s  i n s i d e  

a n d  ou t s i d e  th e  bo rd e r s  o f  t h e  Ot t om an  Emp i r e  (1 91 5  a nd  

1 9 18 ) .  
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•  T h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  ca r r i e d  o u t  b y t h e  Y ou ng  

T u rk  gov e r nm en t  du r in g  W W I a n d  m as s a c r e s  o f  A rm en ian s  

a t  t h e  h a nd s  o f  na t io n a l i s t  f o r c es  o f  Mu s t a ph a  K em a l  

( A t a tu r k ) ,  a f t e r  t he  a rm i s t i c e  o f  1 91 8 .  

 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ne w s pa p e rs ,  I  h a v e  su p p l em en t ed  m y t h e s i s  

w i t h  r es e a r ch  m at e r i a l s  f ro m t h e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  o f  Au s t r a l i a .  

 

1.3.3 Exclusion 
 
 
T h e  f o l l o win g  a r t i c l e s  w e re  n o t  s e l e c t e d  fo r  a n a l ys i s :  

 

•  A r t i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  d e d i c a t ed  t o  t he  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e

 b u t  m ad e  r e f e r en c e  t o  t he  ex t e r min a t io n  o f  A rm e n i an s  (Se e

 t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  wi t h  t h e  s ym b o l  “ RE F” ) .  

•  A r t i c l e s  t h a t  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t io n  o f  Y ou n g  T ur k

 l e a de r s  b y A r m e n i an s  a nd  m e n t i on ed  ho w  Y ou n g  Tu rk

 l e a de r s  h ad   ex t e rmi n a t e d  t h e  A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n .  

•  A r t i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l e va n t  t o  t h e  A rme n i an  G e no c i d e  bu t

 d id  n o t  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i s su e  o f  t he  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f

 A r m en i ans  (S ee  t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A pp e nd ix  wi th  t he

 s ym b o l  “R E L” ) .  

•  A r t i c l e s  de d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c on d i t i o n  o f  t h e  su rv iv o rs  o f  t he

 ge n o c id e .  

•  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  t o  a s s i s t  t he  r e fu ge e s  a n d

 o r ph a ns .  
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•  M a ss a c r es  o f  A rm en i an s  c a r r i ed  o u t  by  T a t a r s  (m od e r n  da y

 A z er i s )  i n  Bak u .  

•  M os t  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  v i c t i m s  a s  C h r i s t i an s .  

•  S ho r t  a r t i c l e s  wh e re  t h e  ex t e rm in a t i o n  o f  A rm e ni an s  w as

 d e s c r ib e d  a s  “m ur de r ”  o r  “m as s a c r e ”  th o u gh  t h es e  a r t i c l e s

 f a l l  u nd e r  a r t i c l e  2  ( c l au s e  ( a ) )  o f  UNC G.  

 

T h e  w o rd  “ m ass a c re ”  i s  a  l oo se  t e rm  us e d  t o  d es c r i b e  t h e  k i l l i n g  

o f  f ew  i nd i v i du a l s  t o  hu nd r e ds  o r  t h ous a nd s  o f  pe op l e  a nd  w as  

n o t  s u i t e d  f o r  t he  pu r po s e  o f  c l as s i f i c a t i o n .  The definition of the 

word “massacre” according to the Macquarie dictionary is:  (1) the 

unnecessary,  indiscriminate killing of a number of human beings, as in 

barbarous warfare of persecution (2) a general slaughter of human 

beings.  The newspapers of the period also used the word “massacre” to 

describe the kill ing of from a few dozen to thousands to the destruction 

of a nation. Similarly in the thesis the word “massacre” was used 

according the two definitions of the Macquarie dictionary.  The 

indiscriminate killing of Armenians or Greeks numbered from dozens 

to dozens of thousands of individuals. 

 

M os t  n ew s  r ep o r t s  a f t e r  t h e  a rm i s t i ce  o f  1 91 8  d es c r i b ed  th e  

k i l l i n gs  o f  A rm e n i an s  a nd  Gr e e ks  b y th e  n a t io n a l i s t  t ro ops  o f  

M us t ap ha  K em al ,  a s  “m as s a c r e ” .  Fo r  ex a mpl e ,  n ew s  r e po r t s  o f  19  

Fe b r u a r y 1 9 2 0  de s c r i be d  th e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  8 00 0  A rm e n i a ns  

w i t h  t h e  w o rd  “ m ass a c r e ” . 15 T h e  s am e  wo r d  w as  u s ed  in  t h e  b r i e f  
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n e w s  r ep o r t s  o f  3  M a r c h  19 20  d es c r ib in g  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  f u r t h e r  

5 , 00 0  A rm en ia ns .  W h i l e  t h e  H e ra l d ,  t h e  s am e  d a y d e s c r ib e d  th e  

k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  19 ,0 00  A rm en ia ns  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  M a r as h ,  i n  C i l i c i a ,  

w i t h  t h e  w o rd  “ m ass a c r e ” ,  wi t ho u t  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s . 16 

 

1.4 Definition and terms 
 
 
M os t  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  an d  a r t i c l e s  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  o f  

1 9 15 -1 92 3  b l am e d  t h e  Tu r ks  a nd  t h e  Tu r k i sh  gov e rn me n t  f o r  

ca r r yi n g  o u t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Armen i ans .  Mo s t  a r t i c l e s  

m e n t i on e d  t h e  n ame  “ Tu r k ”  o r  b l am ed  th e  “T ur k i sh  gov e rn m en t ”  

f o r  ca r r yi n g  ou t  t he  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A r m en i a ns .  Th us  i n  t h e  

t h es i s  I  u s e d  t h e  wo r d  “ Tu r k”  t o  m e a n  “ Ot tom a n  Tu r k ”  as  

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  o f  t h e  p e r i od  d id . 17 

 

O t he r  t e rms ,  “ Y ou ng  T u rk 18 go v e r nm en t”  o r  “ Ot t om a n  Tu rk i sh  

go v e r nm en t ”  a r e  use d  t o  i d en t i f y  t h e  go v e rnm e n t  t h a t  ru l ed  t h e  

O t t om an  Emp i r e .   

 

T h ro u gho u t  t he  t h es i s ,  I  o n l y u s e d  th e  w o rd  "ge no c i d e "  t o  

d e s c r ib e  t h e  ge no c id e  o f  a  pe o p l e ,  i n c lu d i n g  t he  ge no c id e  o f  t he  

J e wi sh  p e op l e .   I  a v o i d  th e  us e  o f  t h e  w o r d  "H olo c a us t "  s i n c e  t h e  

w o r d  ge no c id e  w a s  i nv e n t ed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h i s  p u rp os e  a n d  th e  

1 9 48  U N G e no c i d e  C on v en t io n  on l y u se s  t he  wo r d  "ge n o c i d e " .  I  

a l so  c a p i t a l i z ed  t h e  w o rd  " ge no c i d e "  wh e n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  spe c i f i c  

ge n o c id es  (A r me n ia n  G en oc id e ,  G r ee k  G e no c i d e ,  J e wi s h  
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G e n o c id e  o r  Rw a nda n  G en oc id e ) .  I  u s e  t h e  t e rm “ A rm e n i an  

G e n o c id e ”  i n  t h e  t i t l e ,  a nd  t h e  s a m e  t e r m  i s  u s ed  th r ou gho u t  t he  

t h es i s  b e ca us e  t he  ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s  co r r es po nd s  t o  t he  

U N  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ge n o c i de .   

 

T h e  w o rd  “ ge n o c i de ”  d i d  no t  ex i s t  d u r i n g  W W I.  Ra ph a e l  Le m k i n  

i nv e n t ed  t h e  wo r d  in  19 43  a nd  i t  r e ce iv e d  in t e r n a t i on a l  

a c c e p t a n c e  a  f e w ye a r s  l a t e r .  T h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  w o rd  i n  A rm e n i an  i s  

“ M ez  Y e gh e rn ”  m ea n i n g  “ b i g  c a l am i t y”  o r  “ b i g  d i sa s t e r” .  I  h a d  

d i f f i cu l t y  i n  f i nd i ng  t h e  ex a c t  ye a r  w he n  t h e  t e rm  “A r me n i a n  

G e n o c id e ”  w a s  f i r s t  u s ed  in  an  a r t i c l e  o r  a  bo ok  as  r e so urc e s  a r e  

v e r y l imi t ed  in  Aus t r a l i a ,  bu t  t h e  11 15  p a ge  v o l um e on  t he  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e ,  pu b l i sh ed  i n  Le b a n o n  i n  19 65  o n  th e  

o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  50 t h  a nn i v e r s a r y o f  t he  e v en t s ,  a l t e r na t i ve l y u s es  

t h e  wo r ds  “ gen o c i de ”  a nd  “M ez  Y e gh er n ” .  19  

 

“ M ez  Y e gh e rn ”  i s  t h e  ex p re s s io n  us ed  b y P o p e  J oh n  Pa u l  I I  a t  t he  

Y e r e v an  m em or i a l  o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e  wh e n  h e  v i s i t e d  

A r m en i a  i n  20 01 .  H e  w as  u nd e r  p r es su r e  f r om  th e  T u rk i sh  

go v e r nm en t  t o  no t  u s e  t h e  w o rd  “ ge n oc i d e”  i n  A rm en i a ,  so  he  

o p t e d  f o r  t he  A rm en i an  w o rd  i n s t e a d  to  p l e as e  bo th  s i d es .  

H o w ev e r  l a t e r  h e  s ign e d  a  j o i n t  d e c l a ra t i on  wi t h  t h e  h e ad  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  Ch ur c h ,  K a r e k i n  I I ,  u s in g  th e  t e rm  “ gen o c i d e”  w h i ch  

d r e w sh a r p  c r i t i c i sm s  f ro m t h e  Tu r k i sh  go ve r nm en t  a nd  th e  

m e d i a . 20 
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In  t h e  t h es i s  w he n  i ns e r t i n g  a  qu o t e  f ro m a  n e ws p ap e r ,  I  k e p t  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  sp e l l i n g  o f  t h e  n e ws p ap e rs .  Fo r  ex am pl e  I  s p e l t  t h e  n a me  

S as so on  (p ho n e t i c a l l y)  w h i l e  i n  d i f f e re n t  n ew sp a p er s  t h e  s a me  

n a m e w as  s pe l t  a l so  as  S as un .   

 

A l t ho u gh  I  w i l l  add r e s s  t h e  r e sp on s e  o f  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  t o  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  an d  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  f r i en dsh ip  

c o m m i t t e e  a nd  a  r e l i e f  fu nd  ( C h ap t e r  6 ) ,  m y r e s e a r c h  i s  n o t  an  

a t t e mpt  t o  f i l l  t h a t  ga p .   T he  t op i c  i s  qu i t e  ex t e ns i v e  a nd  i t  c an  b e  

t h e  su b j e c t  o f  a  s epa r a t e  r es e a r ch  t h es i s  o f  i t s  ow n .   

 

I  w i l l  r e gu l a r l y  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Co nv e n t i on  on  th e  P r ev en t io n  a nd  

P un i sh m en t  o f  t h e  C r i me  o f  Ge no c id e ,  w h i ch  t h e  U N G ene r a l  

A s se mb l y a d o p t e d  in  19 48 ,  a s  UNC G .   

 

W h i l e  m y r e s e a r c h  f o c us es  o n  t h e  A rm e n i an  c a s e ,  r e f e r enc e s  t o  

t h e  As s yr i a n  a nd  Gr e e k  gen o c i d es  a r e  m a d e  wh e r e  a pp r opr i a t e .  

 

In t e r n e t  l i nk  to  web  pa ge s  w e r e  c h e cke d  r e gu l a r l y  a n d  upd a t ed  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s .  

 

C h ap t e r  2  d i s cu ss es  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  r es ea r c h  p ro b l em  em pha s i z in g  

o n  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ge n o c i de  wi t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  UN  G en o c i d e  

C on v en t io n ,  h i s t o r i c a l  r e v i s io n i s m a nd  th e  T u rk i sh  gov e rn m en t ' s  

d e n i a l  o f  t h e  Ar m en i an  G e no c i d e ,  wh ic h  i s  p r e v en t in g  the  
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A r m en i a n  a nd  T u rk i sh  n a t io ns  s i n c e  19 1 5  t o  t u rn  t h e  pa ge  o f  t h e  

t r a g i c  e ve n t s  o f  W W I a n d  e s t a b l i sh  go o d  ne i ghb ou r l y r e l a t i o ns .   

T h e  c h ap te r  a l s o  d i s c us s es  th e  cu r r en t  p os i t i o n  o f  A rm en i a ns  a n d  

T u rk s  on  t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e  a nd  t h e  t e rm s  us e d  b y t o d a y ' s  

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  

 

C h ap t e r  3  p ro v i d es  t h e  b a ck gr o un d  in fo r ma t i on  o n  A rm en i a ns ,  

A r m en i a  u nd e r  t h e  O t t om an  Emp i r e ,  t he  m ass a c r es  o f  Su l t a n  

A b du l  H ami d  I I ,  t h e  c ou p  th a t  l ed  t h e  Y o un g  Tu r ks  to  p ow e r  an d  

t h e  ge n oc id e  ca r r i ed  ou t  a ga i ns t  t h e  Ar m en i an s .  T h e  ch a p t e r  a l s o  

p r ov id es  a  h i s to r i ca l  b a ck gr o un d  on  th e  Ar m en i a n  c ommu ni t y i n  

A u s t r a l i a .  

 

C h ap t e r  4  p ro v i d es  a  b a c k gro u nd  r e por t  o n  t h e  a u th o rs  o f  t h e  

n e w s  r ep o r t s ,  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  j o u r n a l i s t s  o f  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c en tu r y,  

c en so rs h i p  i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  WW I,  and  t h e  r ep o r t e r s ’  l o ya l t y  t o  

Br i t a in .  W or k i n g  un d e r  d i f f i cu l t  a nd  o f t en  s t r e s s f u l  c i r c um s t an c e s  

t h e  j ou r n a l i s t s  d e em e d  i t  n e ce s s a r y t o  i n c l ud e  i n  t h e  d a i ly  p a p e r s  

n e w s  r ep o r t s  o f  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i an s .  I  w i l l  a l so  

d i s c uss  wh e t h e r  t h e  A us t r a l i an  w a r  c o r r e s po nd e n t s  h a d  d i s p a t ch e d  

a n y f i r s t  h an d  r e por t s  on  t h e  ex t e rm ina t i on  o f  Ar me n i a ns .  Th i s  

c h a p t e r  p ro v id e s  a l s o  a  s e c t i o n  on  w a r  p ro p a ga nd a  d u r in g  W W I 

a n d  wi l l  c om p ar e  a r t i c l e s  on  t h e  ex t e rm i n a t i o n  o f  Ar m en ia n s  wi t h  

o th e r  a r t i c l e s  ab ou t  c r u e l t i e s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  G e rm an s  du r i ng  t h e  

w a r .   
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C h ap t e r  5  d e a l s  w i th  t h e  m a in  t h em e  o f  t h e  t h e s i s -  t h e  Arm e n i an  

G e n o c id e  i n  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  p r es s -  t a k in g  a s  a  gu i de  fo u r  o f  t he  

e l em e n t s  o f  U NC G .  T he  ch a p t e r  h as  f ou r  m ai n  s ec t i ons  e ac h  o n e  

c o r r es po nd in g  t o  on e  o f  t he  d e f i n i t i o ns  o f  U NC G .  E ac h  se c t i on  

a n a l ys e s  r e po r t s  on  th e  A r me n i a n  G eno c id e  th a t  co r r es pon ds  t o  

t h a t  d e f in i t i on .  Th i s  ch a p t e r  a l so  h a s  a  s e c t i on  o n  r ap e  as  a  w a r  

c r i m e .  

 

C h ap t e r  6  b r i e f l y  d i s cu ss es  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  r e sp on se  t o  t he  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  in  t he  fo rm  o f  a  f r i e nd sh i p  c omm i t t e e  

( F r i en ds  o f  A rm e n ia )  a nd  a  r e l i e f  f un d  ( A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu n d) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h es e  o r ga n i s a t i on s  to  r a i s e  fu nd s  an d  th e  ma i n  

p r o t a go n i s t s  w ho  we r e  a c t i v e l y i nv o l ve d  i n  t h e  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  a r e  

ex p l a i n ed .  

 

C h ap t e r  7  i n c lu de s  t h e  c on c l ud in g  a r gu m en t s ,  an sw e r s  t o  t h e  

r e s e a r ch  q ue s t i on s  a n d  r em a r ks  f o r  fu r t h e r  r e s e a r ch  o n  t he  t o p i c .  

 

1.5 Limitations 

 
 
I t  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t  t a sk  fo r  o n e  pe r so n  t o  s c an ,  i n  t wo  ye a r s ,  e v e r y 

p a ge  o f  s i x  n e ws p ap e r s  on  a  m ic ro f i lm  th a t  s p an s  ov e r  a  n i n e - yea r  

p e r i od  an d  no t  t o  mi s s  s om e  a r t i c l e s .  Th e  p r i n t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  

n e w sp ap e r s  o f  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y a r e  no t  v e r y go o d  an d  th e  
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m ic r o f i lm s  o f  m a n y n e ws pa p e rs  a r e  h a r d l y l e g i b l e .  I  h a v e  n o  

d o ub t  t he r e  a r e  m an y r e p o r t s  t h a t  I  h av e  mi s s e d  du r i n g  my 

r e s e a r ch ,  an d  so m e o f  t h em  a r e  o r i g i na l  an d  h i s to r i c a l l y  v a lu a b l e  

r ep o r t s .  Fo r  ex ampl e ,  sh o r t l y  b e fo re  I  f i n i sh ed  t h e  t h es i s  w h i l e  

d o ub l e - ch e c k i n g  t he  A GE  I  f o un d ,  b y p u r e  c ha n c e ,  t he  l on ge s t  

a r t i c l e  o n  th e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e  b y a n  Au s t r a l i a n  so u r c e .  Th e  

A G E  c o r r e sp on d en t  h ad  wr i t t e n  i t  f rom  C a i ro ,  bu t  I  d i d  n o t  u s e  

t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  m y r e s e a r ch  b e c a us e  i t  wa s  t oo  l a t e .   

 

I f  s imi l a r  r e s e a rc h  h a d  b e en  d on e  o ve rs e a s ,  p r i ma r i l y  i n  E n g l an d  

a n d  US A,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  in c l ud e d  a  s e c t io n  t o  f i nd  o u t :  

 

•  T h e  p e r ce n t a ge  o f  n e w s  r ep o r t s  t ha t  ap p e a re d  ov e r s ea s  an d  

w e r e  r ep r i n t ed  i n  Au s t r a l i a .  

•  I f  t h e re  w as  a  p a t t e r n  b e t w e en  t h e  c on te n t  o f  ne w s  t h a t  w er e  

s e l e c t ed  f o r  pu b l i ca t i on  i n  Au s t r a l i a  an d  n e ws  t h a t  w er e  

d i s c a rd e d .   

•  I f  t h e  r ep o r t s  w er e  r e gu l a r l y  e d i t ed  b e f o r e  b e i n g  p ub l i s h ed  

i n  A us t r a l i a .  

•  I f  t h e  o r i g in a l  r ep or t s  w r i t t e n  b y A u s t r a l i a n  c o r r es po nd en t s  

a l so  a p pe a r ed  i n  ove r s e as  p a p er s .  

 

A n o t he r  p r ob l e m en c ou n t e r ed  wa s  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  l o c a t in g  n e ws  

r ep o r t s  o n  th e  A rmen i an  gen o c i d e  w i th  t i t l e s  t h a t  d i d  no t  i n d i ca t e  



 

 

 

31

t h e  c on t e n t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  T h i s  i s  a  p ro b l em  r es e a r ch e rs  c l e a r l y  

w o u l d  no t  en c ou n t e r  i f  r e s e a rc h i n g  a r t i c l e s  on  Ge rm a n  a t ro c i t i e s .  

                                                 
1 (1) Marjorie Housepian Dobkin 1998,  Smyrna 1922, The Destruction of a City, Newmark Press. (2) Horton G. 1926, The 
Blight of Asia. An Account of the Systematic Extermination of Christian Populations by Mohammedans and of the Culpability of 
Certain Great Powers. With the True Story of the Burning of Smyrna. Indianopolis. 
2 It is not possible to accurately state the exact number of victims of any genocide, but there are several methods to count the 
approximate number of victims. It includes the study of records kept by the perpetrator and population censuses done before and 
after the genocide. In the case of the Armenians, even if Ottoman Turkish authorities had kept accurate records, they are 
inaccessible to researchers because the Turkish government does not allow research in its archives on the events of WWI that 
relate to the Armenians, and most probably all incriminating documents have long been destroyed. Most genocide scholars, 
based on the approximate population census done by the Ottoman Turkish government before WWI and data from the Armenian 
Patriarchate of Constantinople before and after WWI, agree that around a million and a half Armenians fell victim to the 
extermination policies of the Young Turk government. As early as late 1915, Australian newspapers echoing overseas cables, 
reported the number of Armenians killed in millions: 
“The Armenian Massacres, Nearly 1,000,000 People Perish”, AGE, 8 Oct. 1915.  
“Vile Turks, Treatment of Armenians, One Million Perish”, ARG, 16 Dec. 1915.  
“Armenian Atrocities, Over a Million Victims”, MCY, 17 Apr. 1916.  
“Armenians Two Millions Killed”, REG, 23 June 1916. 
It is a common theme in the Australian press to present the number of Armenian victims at over a million. In 1915, the Church of 
England Messenger in an article dedicated to the extermination of Armenians wrote: “From what we read in the cables, it would 
appear that nearly a million of helpless, unarmed, innocent men, women and children have been brutally done to death by every 
means that can be invented through the ingenuity of Satan’s dearest servants” (Turkish Atrocities Among Armenians. 22 October 
1915). In 1922, an editorial of MCY discussing the situation in Turkey and the massacres of Mustapha Kemal wrote: “Lord 
Bryce’s Commission published appalling evidence that during the Great War more than a million Armenians were exterminated 
by their gory handed rulers” (The Rule of the Near East. 3 October 1922). 
These reports were not intended to give the accurate number of the victims based on statistical data, which was impossible to 
obtain during the massacres, but merely show the enormity of the extermination. A report prepared during the Armistice and 
based on documents kept in the archives of the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople, gave details of the Armenian 
population by regions, provinces, cities, villages. According to this report, the number of Armenians living in Ottoman Turkey 
before the war was 2,026,700, taking into account the survivors; the report puts the number of Armenian victims at around 
1,000,000 (Hushamadyan Mez Yegherni, Beyrouth 1965). However this report, prepared shortly after the war (probably 1918), 
does not include the survivors who were still dying in their thousands in the deserts from epidemics and starvation, or further 
widespread massacres in Armenia, Cilicia and Smyrna carried out by the forces of Ataturk. The Official History of Australia 
(vol. VII, p.3) puts the number of Armenian victims over a million: “…the massacres of 1915 and 1916, when upwards of a 
million Armenian Christians suffered death with every form of outrage”.  
3 Internet sites with comprehensive bibliography on the Armenian Genocide: 
 http://www.umd.umich.edu/dept/armenian/facts/gen_bib1.html  
http://www.umd.umich.edu/dept/armenian/facts/gen_bib2.html 
http://users.skynet.be/terrorism/html/turkey_armenians.htm 
http://www.armenians.com/Genocide/bibliography.html 
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/bibliographies/ 
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/suggested-reading.htm 
http://www.teachgenocide.org/files/Suggested%20Bibliography%20for%20Teaching%20the%20Armenian%20Genocide.pdf 
http://www.hyeetch.nareg.com.au/genocide/oppres_p4.html 
http://www.zoryaninstitute.org/Table_Of_Contents/genocide_bibliographies.htm 
http://www.chgs.umn.edu/Educational_Resources/Curriculum/Teaching_Armenian_Genocide/teaching_armenian_genocide.html 
4 In 1996, responding to the invitation of the Armenian Genocide Commemorative Committee, the Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said it was “inappropriate” to participate in the annual April 24 commemoration in Sydney, citing “ethnic sensitivities”. 
While acknowledging the importance to “remember the lessons of the past”, Downer found it “more important to look to the 
future and the healing and uniting possibilities which are now available to us”. But on April 25 Downer would participate in 
Anzac commemorations with the slogan lest we forget.  
In a reply to my letter, where I mentioned the Armenian Genocide, then Victorian state president of RSL, Bruce Ruxton, 
expressed regret that the “unsavourable incident” (Armenian Genocide) was “brought to Australia” and did not want to “get 
involved in things that had happened in a foreign country a long time ago” (See copy of the letter in Appendix). On April 25 
Ruxton would decorate himself with his medals and “get involved” in a “thing” that had “happened in a foreign country a long 
time ago”.  
5 Armenians, non-Armenians individuals or organisations (US Congress, IMF, Bundestag, embassies, etc), interested in 
Armenian issues, since 1988 rely on Groong (www.groong.org) news network to receive daily news on Armenians and Armenia. 
It is an email news list mailed every day free of charge to subscribers. It contains the latest news from news agencies, reports, 
articles that appeared in the papers around the world, about Armenia and Armenians. Any one can post articles on the network. If 
an article appears, for example in the Melbourne press on an Armenian issue, the article is posted on the network and subscribers 
to Groong can read the article. That is how Armenians get informed about articles that appear around the globe on the topic, for 
example, of the Armenian Genocide. Hundred or more are printed every year that directly addresses the issue of the Armenian 
Genocide or simply mention the Armenian Genocide (articles on war crimes tribunals, book reviews on the topic of genocide or 
the Cambodian, Jewish, Rwandan genocides that mention also Armenians etc.) 
Since 2000, topics of articles of the Armenian Genocide that received widespread coverage in many countries and around the 
world, and hardly received any mention in the Australian media, included:  

•  The adoption by the French National Assembly of a resolution on the Armenian Genocide and its reaction in Turkey. 
Endnotes continued on the next page 
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•  The first Holocaust Memorial Day in Britain and the exclusion of the Armenian Genocide in January 2001. 
•  August 2000 Californian Senate Bill 1915 received unanimous approval of both houses. The Bill enabled victims and 

heirs of the Armenian Genocide to sue, in Californian courts, insurance companies who were refusing to pay life 
insurance claims dating back to WWI. The lawsuit was brought against New York Life insurance and AXA. 

•  The problems in the Dutch city of Assen, after an Armenian asked permission from the city council, to place a 
memorial to the victims of the Armenian Genocide. The reaction from the Turkish communities of Netherlands, other 
parts of Europe and even Turkey. 

•  International Armenian Genocide poster competition for April 2002. 
•  Denial of the Armenian Genocide by the Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. 
•  Denial of the Armenian Genocide by the Israeli Ambassador in Armenia Rivka Cohen and the affirmation of the 

denial by the Israeli foreign ministry and the reaction from Armenian, Israeli and foreign media. 
•  The creation of the Turkish-Armenian Reconciliation Commission that almost split the Armenian communities 

around the world. 
•  The adoption of the south Caucasus report of the European Parliament that urged Turkey to recognize the Armenian 

Genocide, January 2002. 
•  The recognition of the Armenian Genocide by the Canadian Parliament in April 2004. 

6 Morris, Chris, Facts, Figures and Phrases all in Dispute, AGE, 26 Jan. 2001, p. World 12. The above article was an excerpt 
from the Guardian and the abrupt ending in the AGE accusing Armenians of self-genocide was totally misleading. My letter to 
the editor was not printed and months later I was informed that another person had written a letter to the editor that was not 
published either. 
7 Tisdall, Simon, Turkish Fury over Genocide Claims, AGE, 26 Jan. 2001, p. World 12. 
8 The bill was adopted January 18, 2000. The text of the bill states that “France publicly recognises the Armenian Genocide of 
1915”.   
9  According to Macquarie Dictionary “young turk” (lower case) means: “any person, especially an ambitious junior member of 
an organisation who agitates for reforms”. The Macquarie Dictionary, Federation Edition, 2001, NSW. 
10 A sample of articles where “young turk” is used in a positive manner: 

•  Dennis Atkins, The Outsider who Proved a Stayer over 30 Years, Courier Mail, 18 May 2004, “Thirty years ago 
today one of the Liberal Party’s most dedicated young turks…”. 

•  All you Need to Know. Victoria Cup. The Legends Race, Herald Sun, 8 Feb 2003, “Bobby Birthisel may be the oldest 
licensed driver in the state, but the 78-year-old more than holds his own with the young turks”. 

•  Ben English, Young Turks Continue Dynasties, Daily Telegraph, 26 May 2003, “Mr Brereton Sr has been a close 
associate of Mr Keating for more than 30 years, forging an alliance of young Labor Turks in the late 1960s…”. 

•  Saints Humble Prairiewood, Daily Telegraph, 16 Sep 2003, “Last week’s Waratah Shield knockout brought together 
St Edmunds College Canberra, the defending champions, and Prairiewood High School, the young Turks who defied 
all predictions by making the final…”. 

•  Peter Frilingos, Frilingos-Five for Argument’s Sake, Daily Telegraph, 15 Apr 2002, “Country has gone from a heart-
felt attempt to give the game’s Young Turks a lick of the representative lolly….”. 

•  Darren Cartwright, Lynch, Brown Suspended-Lions’ Quest Hit Hard by Tribunal, Courier Mail, 7 Aug. 2002, 
“Brisbane’s forward line was decimated and its minor-premiership aspirations jolted after veteran Alastair Lynch and 
young turk Jonathan Brown were suspended last night”. 

•  Michael Stevens, Young Guns Fire at Cycling Titles, Advertiser, 20 Apr 2001, “Jobie Dajka and Ryan Bayley, the two 
young Turks of Australian sprinting…”. 

•  Stephen Lunn, Man Behaving Baddeley Leaves Australia Back in World Cup Pack, Australian, “instead of carding an 
eight-under-par fourball score to put them equal sixth, Australia’s young turks Baddeley and Adam Scott were 
penalised…”. 

•  Peter Holder, Jo Casamento, Sydney Confidential, Daily Telegraph, 19 Apr 2000, “Waverley mayor Paul Pearce has 
expressed concern about the Young Turks making up part of the ALP”. 

•  Ian Henderson, PM Brings in Young Guns-The Howard Reshuffle, Australian 20 DEC 2000, “John Howard promoted 
his young turks in yesterday’s ministerial reshuffle…”. 

•  Nick Richardson, Can this Man Topple Kennett? Herald Sun, 29 May 1999, “Wacka warned the young Turks their 
plans would come to no good”. 

•  Damon Johnston, Kennett’s Young Turks Face Crush, Herald Sun, 20 Jul 1999. 
•  John Barton, Matter of Trust, Courier Mail, 20 Sep 1999, “…when Bruce was a pioneering journo and anchorman on 

the original This Day Tonight, and I was a young turk in the ABC newsroom”. 
11 Australia’s Testimony to Truth of Genocide. Australian Financial Review, 2 March 2001, letters, p. 63. 
12 The G-Word, Mark Mazower on the Armenian Massacres. Australian Financial Review, 23 February 2001, Review, p. 1. 
13  Books that have as subject the newspaper articles of the Armenian Genocide: 

•  Kloian, D. Richard 1985, The Armenian Genocide, News Accounts from the American Press: 1915-1922, Anto 
Printing, Berkeley California.  

•  Armenian National Committee 1983, The Armenian Genocide as Reported in the Australian press, Sydney. 
•  ARF Youth Organization of Canada 1985, Le Genocide Armenien dans la Presse Canadienne, The Armenian 

Genocide in the Canadian Press, (French and English) vol. I-II, ANC Canada, Montreal.  
•  Peltekian, Minas Katia 2000, Heralding of the Armenian Genocide: Reports in the Halifax Herald 1894-1922. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
14 See table 20 
15 19 February 1920: AGE, Massacre of Armenians, 8000 More Victims. Red Cross Appeals to Powers. ARG, Slaughtered 
Armenians, Ghastly Work of Turks. BC, Massacre of Armenians. MCY, Turkish Outrages, Eight Thousand Armenians 
Massacred. Protest From Geneva. REG, More Armenians Massacred. SMH, The Armenians, Destruction Threatened. 
16 3 March 1920: AGE, Turks Slaughter Armenians, French Troops Driven Back. ARG, Turks Slay Armenians, French Relief 
Force Repulsed. MCY, Turkish Atrocities, Massacre of Armenians, Pitched Battle with the French. REG, The Terrible Turk, Five 
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Thousand Armenians Massacred. SMH, The Ruthless Turk, Armenians Massacred. HER, Armenians Massacred, “Terrible 
Turk” at Marash, Nineteen Thousand Victims. 
17 The timeframe of the thesis extends from the last years of the Ottoman Empire (1915) to the period after the Armistice marred 
by turmoil and the rise of Mustapha Kemal and the founding of the republic of Turkey (1923). The period was too short to make 
a clear concise distinction between “Ottoman Turks” and a “Turk” of a later period (example 1919-1923). Mustapha Kemal 
(Ataturk) was a member of the Young Turks, in Ottoman period, later he headed a rebel army in Anatolia and became the 
founder of the Turkish republic in 1923. He did not become a different “Turk” during those few years.  
I have not called ordinary Turks as “Ottoman Turks” because the Australian newspapers of the period did not call them 
“Ottoman Turks” and did not make any distinction between a Turk who was a citizen of the Ottoman Empire and a Turk of a 
later period. If I had called a Turk “Ottoman Turk” because the person lived in the Ottoman Empire and was a citizen of the 
Ottoman Empire then I had to call also an Armenian who lived in the Ottoman Empire “Ottoman Armenian” or a Greek who 
lived in the Ottoman Empire an “Ottoman Greek”. 
In this thesis when I mentioned a Turk, I meant a person who belonged to the Turkish race and culture. Similarly when I 
mentioned an Armenian or Greek, I meant a person who belonged to the Armenian or Greek race and culture. 
18 Young Turk (capital letters) is used in the thesis as described in Macquarie Dictionary: “a member of a Turkish reformist and 
nationalist party founded in the latter half of the 19th century, which was the dominant party in Turkey from 1908-1918”. 
19 Hushamadian Mez Yegherni (in Armenian), Zartonk (daily newspaper in Armenian), 1965 Lebanon. 
20 Reuters, September 26, 2001. CIS: Pope remembers Armenian dead, avoids word genocide. By Philip Pullella.   
AAP, September 26, 2001. EUR: John Paul laments Armenians' deaths under Ottoman rule. 
AFP, September 26, 2001. Genocide debate overshadows pope's visit to Armenia,  by Christian Lowe.  
 AFP, September 26, 2001. Pope courts controversy with visit to Armenia's "genocide" memorial,  by Christian Lowe.  
AFP, September  27, 2001. Pope John Paul II says Armenia massacres were "genocide".  
AFP, September 26, 2001. Armenian church thanks Pope for "recognising genocide by Turks". 
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Chapter 2 Definition of Genocide 
 

 

2.1 Introduction 
 

 
C h ap t e r  1  p ro v i d ed  a  b a c k gro u nd  o n  th e  Ar m en i a n  G en o c i d e ,  t h e  

c o n t i nu in g  c am p ai gn  b y s u c c e s s i v e  Tur k i s h  go ve r nm en t s  t o  

d i s t o r t  t h e  ev e n t s  su r r ou nd i n g  t h e  ge no c id e  a nd  o f t e n  t h e  

m i s r ep r es e n t a t i on  o f  t h e  s am e  e v en t s  i n  t od a y’ s  A us t r a l i an  m e d i a .  

D e n i a l  i s  t h e  n a t u ra l  co nc lu s io n  o f  t he  p ro c es s  o f  ge n oc id e  wh e n  

t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  co ve r s  u p  a nd  d ow n gr ad e s  i t s  c r im e  to  d i sp u t e  t h e  

f a c t s  an d  f i gu r es ,  j u s t i f i e s  i t s  c r i m e  by  a c c u s i n g  t h e  v i c t i ms  f o r  

t h e i r  f a t e  an d  r ew r i t e s  t h e  h i s t o r y o f  t h e  ev e n t s  b y e r a d i ca t i n g  t h e  

m em o r i es  o f  t h e  v i c t i ms .   

 

W h a t  wo r ds  o r  ex p re s s i ons  d id  A us t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  an d  e d i to r s  

d u r i n g  1 91 5- 19 23  us e  t o  b es t  co nv e y to  t h e i r  r e ad e rs  t h e  m e a n in g  

o f  t he  wo r d  “ ge no c i d e ”?   W e r e  th e r e  an y s i gn s  o f  d e n i a l  i n  t h e  

c o n t em po r a r y A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s?  W h at  a r e  t h e  c om p e l l i n g  f a c t o r s  

f o r  t h e  T u rk i sh  gove r nm e n t  to  d e n y t h e  a pp l i c a t i on  o f  t h e  w o rd  

"ge n o c id e "  t o  t h e  m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns  f r om  1 91 5  -  19 2 3?    

 

T h es e  a r e  s om e  o f  t h e  q u es t i o ns  an d  p ro b l em s  a dd r es s ed  in  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  s t a r t i n g  wi t h  th e  a l l - im po r t a n t  d e f in i t i on  o f  ge noc i d e .   
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2.2 Definition 

 

O n  9  D e c em b e r  19 48 ,  t h e  U N  G e n er a l  A s se mb l y a d o p t e d  th e  

C on v en t io n  f o r  t he  P r ev e n t i on  an d  P un i sh me n t  o f  t h e  C r im e  o f  

G e n o c id e 1 t h a t  g iv es  t h e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  l e ga l  d e f in i t i on  o f  

ge n o c id e .  Th e  c a t a lys t s  fo r  t he  ad op t ion  o f  t h e  G en o c id e  

C on v en t io n  w e r e  t he  ho r r o r s  o f  t h e  N az i  ge no c i d e  a nd  th e  t i r e l es s  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  J e wi sh  j u r i s t  f ro m P o l and ,  R ap h ae l  Le m k in .   

 

G e n o c id e  i s  t h e  u l t i ma t e  ex p r es s io n  o f  c r i m e  a ga in s t  hu ma n i t y.  

T h ro u gho u t  h um an  h i s t o r y a  d o min a t ing  p o w er  o r  e th n i c  gr o up  

h a d  t r i ed  t o  d e s t roy  a  n a t i on a l ,  e th n i c ,  r a c i a l  o r  r e l i g i ou s  g r o up .  

In  t h e  20 t h  c e n tu r y,  p e rp e t r a t o r s  u se d  m od e rn  t e c hn o lo g y to  

d e s t ro y t h e  t a r ge t ed  g r ou p ,  an d  ge n o c i d es  s uc c e e de d  e a ch  o th e r  

w i t h  f r i gh t e n i n g  s pe e d  an d  d ev as t a t i ng  e f f e c t ;  f o r  i n s t a nc e :  

 

•  A r m eni a n ,  Ass yr i a n  an d  G r e ek  1 91 5 -19 2 3  

•  J e wi sh  1 93 9 -1 94 5  

•  C am bo d i a n  19 75 -19 7 9  

•  R w an d an  1 99 4  

 

A  k e y r e a s o n  fo r  t he  l a r ge  nu mb e r  o f  ge n o c i de s ,  o r  “e th n i c  

c l e an s i n g”  a s  i n  I r a q  an d  t h e  B a l k a ns ,  w a s  t h e  s ho c k in g  

i nd i f f e r en c e  d i sp l aye d  b y t h e  i n t e rn a t i on a l  co mmu ni t y,  a n d  th e  

a b s en c e  o f  a  p ow e r f u l  de t e r r e n t  f o r  pe r p e t r a t o r s ,  su c h  as  t h e  
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ex i s t e n c e  o f  a  p e r ma n e n t  w a r  c r i m es  t r i bu n a l .  A ft e r  t h e  en d  o f  

W W II ,  t h e  In t e rn a t i on a l  M i l i t a r y T r ibu n a l s  i n  N ur e mb e r g  ( 20  

N o v emb e r  1 94 5  -  13  Ap r i l  19 49 )  a nd  T o k yo  ( 3  M a y 1 9 46  -  1 2  

N o v emb e r  1 94 8)  p un i s h ed  b y h a n g in g  a  sm al l  num b e r  o f  G e r m an  

( 1 2 )  a nd  J ap a n es e  (7 )  wa r  c r imi n a l s .  O t h er s  w e r e  s en t e n ced  t o  

p r i s on  t e rms .  To  cou n t e r  t h e  i n d i f f e re nc e  o f  t h e  i n t e r na t i on a l  

co mmu ni t y N az i  h un t e r s  (S imo n  W ies en th a l ) 2 a n d  Is r a e l  t oo k  

u p on  th em s e l ve s  t o  t r a c k  do w n  a nd  b r in g  to  j u s t i c e  fu g i t i v e  N az i  

w a r  c r imi n a l s  ( Ad o l ph  E i chm a nn ,  J o hn  D em j an j uk  an d  o t he r s ) .   

 

S ho r t l y  a f t e r  W W I,  t o  co un t e r  i n t e r n a t i on a l  i nd i f f e r en c e ,  

A r m en i a ns  t oo k  upo n  th em s e l ve s  t h e  p u n i s hm en t  o f  Yo un g  T ur k  

l e a de r s  r e s po ns ib l e  f o r  t h e  ge n o c id e .  In  19 18 ,  Yo un g  Tu rk  l e a de r s  

h a d  e s ca p ed  f rom  Co ns t an t in op l e  t o  G er m an y b y a  G e r m a n  

s ub m ar in e .  In  1 91 9 ,  t h e  A rm en i an  R evo lu t io n a r y Fe d e r a t i o n 3 i n  

i t s  9 t h  ge n e r a l  m e e t i n g  i n  Y e re v an 4 d e c id e d  to  b r i n g  t o  j u s t i c e  

T u rk i s h  l e a d e r s  w ho  ha d  o r ga n i s e d  a nd  pa r t i c ip a t ed  in  t he  

ge n o c id e .  Th e y h a d  a  l i s t  o f  65 0  n am es  o f  w h i c h  41  w e r e  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  m aj o r  p e r p e t r a to r s .  O p e ra t i o n  N em es i s 5,  a s  i t  w a s  

n a m ed ,  su c c e ed ed  i n  t r a ck i n g  do wn  a  n um b er  o f  Yo un g  Tu r k  

l e a de r s  a nd  Az e rb a i j a n i  o f f i c i a l s  a nd  e l i mi na t ed  t h e m  b y  sp e c i a l  

agen t s ;  t h ey w e re : 6 

 

•  1 5  M a r ch  1 92 1 ,  Ber l i n ;  T a l a a t  P as h a ,  ex  Yo un g  Tu r k  

In t e r i o r  Mi n i s t e r .  
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•  2 8  J u l y 1 9 2 1 ,  Co ns t a n t i no p l e ;  Beh bo ud  Kh a n  J iv a ns h i r ,  

In t e r i o r  Mi n i s t e r  o f  Az e rb a i j an .  

•  5  D e ce mb e r  19 21 ,  R om e;  S a id  H a l im ,  ex  h e a d  o f  Yo un g  

T u rk  c ab i n e t .  

•  1 7  A p r i l  1 92 2 ,  Be r l i n ;  G em a l  Az mi ,  ex  go v e rn o r  o f  

T r e b iz o nd  an d  Be ha e d d i n  S h ak i r ,  h ead  o f  Sp e c i a l  

O r ga n i s a t i o n  ( Te shk i l a t i  M a hs us a )  t h a t  c a r r i e d  ou t  t h e  

ex t e rmin a t io n .  

•  2 5  J u l y 1 9 2 2 ,  T i f l i s ;  G em al  P as h a ,  ex  Y ou n g  T u rk  Mi n i s t e r  

o f  Na v y.  

 

R a ph a e l  Le m ki n  ( 19 0 0- 19 59 )  c r e a t e d  t h e  wo rd  “ ge no c i d e”  i n  

1 9 43 ,  an d  th e  t e rm a p p e ar e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  in  p r i n t  i n  1 9 44 . 7 

“ G e n oc i d e ” ,  ex p l a in e d  Le m k i n ,  “ i s  m ad e  f rom  t he  an c i e n t  G r e ek  

w o r d  ge no s  ( r a c e ,  t r i be )  an d  t h e  La t i n  c i d e  (k i l l i n g )” . 8 Le m ki n  

f e l t  t he  n e e d  to  i n ve n t  a  n e w wo r d  to  d e s c r ib e  t h e  s ho c k in g  

c r im e s  o f  N az i s  d u r i n g  W W II .  Fo r  Le m k in ,  ge n o c id e  m e an t :  

 

“ T h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n a t i o n  o r  o f  a n  e t h n i c  g r o u p .  G e n o c i d e  d o e s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  me a n  t h e  i mme d i a t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  

a c c o mp l i s h e d  b y  ma s s  k i l l i n g s  o f  a l l  me mb e r s  o f  a  n a t i o n ”  b u t  “ a  

c o o r d i n a t e d  p l a n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i o n s  a i mi n g  a t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  

e s s e n t i a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  

a n n i h i l a t i n g  t h e  g r o u p s  t h e ms e l ve s ” . 9  
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S ho r t l y  a f t e r  W W II ,  t h e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  c o mmu ni t y,  t h ro u gh  t h e  

n e wl y e s t ab l i s h ed  U n i t ed  N a t io ns  (1 94 5 )  a nd  re l en t l e s s  

c a m pa i gn i n g  f r om Le m k i n ,  ad op t ed  the  G e no c i d e  C on v en t io n  t o  

a v o i d  t h e  r e cu r r en ce s  o f  th e  h o r r o r s  o f  th e  S e co nd  W o r l d  W a r .   

O n  1 1  D e c emb e r  1 94 6 ,  t h e  U N G en e r a l  A ss em bl y a d op t ed  t h e  

r e s o lu t i o n  9 6  (1 )  r eco gn iz in g  gen o c id e  a s  “a  c r im e  un d er  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  l aw ” .  T h e  Co nv e n t i on  o n  t h e  P r e ve n t i on  an d  

P un i sh m en t  o f  t h e  C r i me  o f  Ge no c id e  w a s  a pp r ov e d  b y t he  

G e n e r a l  A ss em bl y o n  9  D e c em b er  1 948 10 an d  e n t e r ed  i n t o  f o r c e  on  

1 2  J an u a r y 1 9 5 1 .  I t  l o ok e d  a s  t ho u gh  th e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  c om mu ni t y 

w a s  o n  t h e  r i gh t  t r ac k  b u t  w i th o u t  t h e  w i l l  t o  p r ev en t  ge no c id es ,  

a s  wa s  th e  c a s e  fo r  C amb od i a  i n  19 70 ’s  an d  Rw a nd a  in  1 99 4 ,  o r  

p r os e c u t e  t h e  p e rp e t r a t o r s  o f  ge n o c id e  a nd  o th e r  w a r  c r i me s  (u n t i l  

1 9 90 ’s )  t h e  Co nv e n t io n  r em ai n ed  a  w e l l - i n t e n t i on e d  s ym b o l i c  

ge s t u r e .  

 

T h e  U N G e no c i d e  C on v en t io n  p re c lu de s  t he  m a ss  k i l l i n gs  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  g r ou ps  f r om  t he  d e f i n i t i o n .  At  t he  t im e ,  t he  S ov ie t  

U n io n  ha d  op po s ed  th e  d r a f t ,  S t a l in  t he n  h a d  e l imi n a t ed ,  d u r i n g  

p u r ges  i n  19 30 ’ s ,  m i l l i on s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  op po n en t s  a nd  w a s  no t  

go i n g  t o  op en  t h e  do o r  t o  b e i n g  ch a rged  fo r  com mi t t i n g  

ge n o c id e . 11  A f t e r  t he  r a t i f i c a t i on  o f  t he  Co nv e n t i on ,  t h e  U N  d id  

n o t  c r e a t e  a  bo d y t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  d e f in i t i o n  o f  ge no c i d e .   I t  d id  n o t  

e v e n  s e t  up  a  m e c ha n i sm  t o  i mp l e m en t  i t s  de c i s i on s ,  w h i ch  w as  t o  

“ p r e ve n t  an d  pu n i sh ”  t h e  pe r p e t r a to r s  o f  ge no c i d e ,  u n t i l  t h e  
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s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t em por a r y w a r  c r i m es  t r i b u na l s  i n  1 99 0 ’s .   Fo r  t h i s  

p u rp os e  i n  1 99 8 ,  UN  d e l e ga t e s  i n  Ro me  a do p t ed  a  l aw  fo r  t h e  

c r e a t i on  o f  a  p e rm an e n t  i n t e r n a t i on a l  c r im in a l  co u r t ,  an d  o n  1 2  

A p r i l  20 02 ,  a f t e r  r ec e i v in g  th e  r e qu i r ed  60  r a t i f i c a t i on s ,  t h e  co u r t  

w a s  e s t a b l i sh ed . 12    

 

A n o t he r  a s pe c t  o f  ge n o c i de  n o t  i nc lu d ed  i n  t h e  G e no c i d e  

C on v en t io n  i s  c u l t u r a l  ge n o c i de ,  w h i ch  Le m k i n  r e fe r r ed  t o  i n  h i s  

s t u d y. 13  Fo r  A rm e n ia n s ,  cu l tu r a l  ge no c i d e  c on t in u es  un t i l  t h i s  

d a y w h e n  th e  T u rk i s h  a nd  Az e r b a i j an i  go v e r nm en t s  c o n t i nu e  t o  

d e s t ro y e v e n  th e  f ew  r em ai n i n g  A r me n i a n  m on um e n t s  o n  T u rk i s h  

a n d  Az e rb a i j an i  t e r r i t o r i e s , 14 w h i ch  h a ve  e s ca p ed  t h e  s ys t e m at i c  

d e s t ru c t io n  o f  19 15 .  

 

D e s p i t e  i t s  l im i t a t i o ns ,  I  ch o s e  a s  a  gu id e  fo r  m y t h e s i s  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  UN  G en o c i de  C on v en t i on  b e c au s e  i t  i s  t h e  on l y 

l e ga l  d e f in i t i on .  The  w a r  c r i mes  t r i b una l s  a r e  b as ed  o n  t h i s  

d e f i n i t i o n .  T h e  U N h as  t wo  t em po r a r y  w a r  c r i m es  t r i b un a l s -  on e  

f o r  R wa nd a 15 a n d  one  f o r  t h e  f o r me r  Yugo s l av i a . 16 Th e  a cc use d  fo r  

t h e  c r im e  o f  ge no c id e  a re  ch a r ge d  a c co r d i n g  to  t h e  de f in i t i o n  o f  

t h e  U N G en o c id e  Co n ve n t i on .  In  a d d i t i on ,  t h e  n e wl y c r e a t e d  

p e rm a n en t  In t e r n a t io n a l  C r im in a l  Co u r t  i s  ba s ed  o n  th e  s am e  

p r in c i p l es .  
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2.3 Terms used by the Australian press 
 
 
 
Ba c k  i n  19 15 ,  A us t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  d i d  no t  ha v e  th e  w o rd  

“ ge n o c i d e ”  wh i ch  th e y c o u ld  h av e  u s ed  i n  t h e i r  r e po r t s .  H o w ev e r ,  

t h e  c on c ep t  o f  ge noc i d e  w as  e a s i l y  d e t e c t ab l e  f ro m t h e  c on s t a n t  

f l ow  o f  r e po r t s  c om in g  f rom  Ot t om an  T ur k e y o n  th e  f a t e  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n .   A us t r a l i an  j o u r n a l i s t s  t h e n  w e re  l e f t  t o  

t h e i r  o wn  d ev i ce s ,  s om et im es  wi t h  he lp  f rom  o v e rs e as  c ab l es ,  t o  

i nv e n t  w o rds  an d  t e r ms  t h a t  w ou l d  c on v e y t h e  sa m e  m e ssa ge  t o  

t h e i r  r e ad e rs  a s  t oda y’ s  j ou r n a l i s t s  who  ap p ro p r i a t e l y a p p l y t h e  

w o r d  “ ge no c i d e ” .  I  m en t i o n ed  “a pp r opr i a t e l y”  b e c a us e  v e r y o f t e n  

t h e  wo r d  “ ge n oc id e”  i s  u se d  ou t  o f  con t ex t  i n  t h e  m ed i a  t o d a y. 17  

 

In  t h e  ab s en c e  o f  t h e  wo rd  ge no c id e ,  A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  u se d  a  

n um b er  o f  t e rm s  t o  d es c r i b e  t h e  ge n o c i d e  o f  t h e  A rm en i an s .  Th e  

t e rm s  us e d  w er e  exp r e s s i on s ,  w h i c h  be s t  de s c r ib e d  th e  me a n in g  o f  

ge n o c id e .    

 

B y t h e  e nd  o f  1 91 5 ,  i t  w as  b e co min g  in c r e as in g l y c l e a r  t o  t h e  

w o r l d  t h a t  t he  m a ssa c r e  o f  Ar m e n i a ns  w a s  a n  a t t em pt  b y t h e  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t o  ex t e r mi n a t e  A rm e n i ans  

a l t o ge th e r  f ro m Ot to m an  T u rk e y.    

 

N e w sp a p er  r ep or t s  u s ed  wo rd s  su c h  as :  “ex t er mi na t io n”  

( ex t e rm in a t in g  th e  A r m en i a ns ) ,  “de s t ru c t io n”  ( d es t r o yi n g  a  
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n a t io n ) ,  “e l i mi na t io n”  ( e l im i n a t i n g  Arm en i an s ) ,  “w ip in g  o u t”  

( w ip in g  ou t  Ar m en ia n s ) ,  w h i c h  co nv e ye d  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  ge n o c id e  

w h e n  us ed  ap p ro pr i a t e l y i n  a  t i t l e  o r  i n  an  a r t i c l e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  

s ys t e m at i c  m as s ac re s  o f  A rm e n i a ns .   

 

2.3.1 Extermination 

 
 
In  t h e  he a d l i n es  and  ed i to r i a l s ,  Au s t r a l i a n  j o u rn a l i s t s  a nd  e d i t o r s  

m os t  o f t e n  us e d  th e  w o rd  “ ex t e rmi n a t io n ” ,  s om et im es  i n  

c o n j un c t io n  wi t h  o th e r  w o rd s  su ch  a s ;  “ p o l i c y o f  ex t e rmi na t i on ”  

o r  “ ra c e  ex t e rm i n a t i on ”  t o  d e s c r i b e  t he  ge n o c i d e  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a ns .  Th e  M ac q u a r i e  d i c t io na r y 18 d e f i n es  “ ex t e rm in a t e ”  a s :  

“ T o  ge t  r i d  o f  b y d e s t r o yi n g ;  d es t r o y t o t a l l y;  ex t i r p a t e ” .  

 

T h e  A GE  w as  t h e  f i r s t  ne w sp ap e r  t o  u se  t h e  w o rd  “ex t e rmi n a t i on ”  

i n  i t s  h e a d l i n es  a nd  th e  b od y o f  t h e  t ex t  t o  d es c r i b e  t h e  ge n o c i de  

o f  t he  A rm en i a ns . 19 T h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  R EG  ( 23  S ep .  19 15 )  r a i s e d  i t s  

d o ub t  t ha t  t h e  T ur k i sh  G ov e r nm en t  c ou ld  re a l l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns  a f t e r  t ac i t l y  a p p r ov in g  a  “p o l i c y o f  ex t e rmi n a t io n” .   

T h r e e  d a ys  l a t e r  BC  w i t h  t h e  h ea d l in e  A rm e n ia n  M as sa cre s ,  

T ur ks ’  Wa r  o f  E x t er mi na t i on  ( 27  S ep .  1 9 15 )  a nn ou n c ed  the  

k i l l i n g  o f  h un d r ed s  o f  t h ou sa nd s  o f  A rm e n i an s .  T h e  n ex t  d a y t h e  

A G E  i n  a  l e n g th y a r t i c l e  ga v e  d e t a i l s  o f  d e po r t a t i o ns  an d  

m a ss a c re s  wi t h  t he  t i t l e  E xt e rm in a t i on  o f  A r me n i an s  ( 2 8  S e p .  

1 9 15 ) .  T h e  s am e  d ay  t h e  MCY  i n  a  l o ng  e d i to r i a l  h e ad l in ed  
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E x t er mi na t in g  C hr i s t i a ns  d e t a i l ed  t h e  ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s  

( 2 8  S e p .  1 91 5 ) .  T he  l a s t  p a r a g r a ph  o f  n e w s  r ep o r t s  t ha t  ap p e a re d  

i n  t h e  p ap e rs  o f  2 8  S e p t emb e r  1 91 5 ,  r ea d :  “ Ev i d en t l y  t h e  

go v e r nm en t  i s  d e t e r mi n ed  t o  en d  th e  A r m en i a n  qu e s t i on  o n c e  a nd  

f o r  a l l  b y ex t e r mi na t i on ” .  20 

 

S ho r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  wa r ,  S M H  i n  i t s  ed i to r i a l  u s ed  t h e  w ord  

“ ex t e r min a t io n ”  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e  ge no c id e  o f  t he  Ar m en i a ns :  “ In  

t h e  l a s t  f e w ye a r s  tw o  t h i rd s  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s  h av e  b e en  k i l l e d  

b y t h e  T u rk s ,  b u t che r e d  in  co ld  b l oo d ,  p u t  t o  t h e  s wo r d  by  a  

p o l i c y o f  d e l i b e r a t e  ex t e rmi n a t i on ”  (T u r k e y’ s  V i c t i m s ,  1 4  

D e c e m b e r  19 18 ) .   In  19 22 ,  SM H  i n  ano th e r  e d i t o r i a l  d i s cu ss e d  th e  

ge n o c id e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s ,  a ga i n  us in g  th e  w o rd  “ ex t e rm in a t io n” :  

“ D u r i n g  t he  w ar  i t  s e em s  a s  i f  t he  Tu rk s  h ad  ad op t e d  a  po l i c y o f  

d e l i b e ra t e  ex t e rm ina t i on  i t  i s  e s t im a ted  on  goo d  au th o r i t y ,  t h a t  

n o t  f e w e r  t h a n  2 , 000 , 00 0  A rm en ia ns  ha v e  b e e n  do ne  t o  de a t h  t hu s  

b y t h e  T u rk s”  (A  Tr ag e d y ,  1 2  Au gu s t  1 9 22 ) .  Bo th  t h e  ed i t o r i a l s  o f  

S M H  w e r e  w r i t t en  a f t e r  t h e  ho s t i l i t i e s  h ad  en d ed  w i t h  Tur k e y.  

 

2.3.2 Destruction 

 
T h e  tw o - l i n e  t i t l e  o f  mo s t  o f  t h e  n ew sp a p e rs  i n  l a t e  S ep tem b er 21 

i n c lu d ed  t h e  wo r ds  “ d es t r o yi n g  t h e  A rm e n i an s ”  o r  “d e s t ro yi n g  a  

n a t io n ” .  T h e  M a cqu a r i e  d i c t i on a r y d e f i ne s  t h e  w o rd  “d es t r o y”  

t hu s :  “ To  p u t  an  end  t o ;  ex t in gu i sh ;  t o  k i l l ,  s l a y” .   
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D e s t r o yi n g  a  n a t i on  i s  un qu e s t i on a b l y  ge n o c i da l  a c co r d i ng  t o  th e  

U N  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ge n o c i de ,  a nd  i t  i s  a  p ro p e r  de s c r ip t i o n  o f  w ha t  

h a pp e n ed  to  t h e  A rm e n i an s  in  T ur k e y d u r i n g  W W I.  Th e  a r t i c l e s  o f  

t h a t  d a y e c h o e d  a  “F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l  c om mu ni c a t i on ” ,  wh ic h  

c o n f i rm ed  t h a t  T urk s  t ak i n g  ad v an t a ge  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i on  we r e  

c o mpl e t e l y d e s t ro yi n g  t he  A rm en i a n  na t i on .   

 

T h e  no t i on  o f  d es t ru c t i o n  o f  a  r a c e  w as  t a ke n  u p  b y t h e  SM H  (2 5  

S e p t emb e r  1 91 8 ) .  In  an  ed i to r i a l ,  l e s s  t h an  t wo  m on t hs  b e f o r e  t h e  

e n d  o f  th e  w a r ,  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  w a s  d i s c uss e d  s t a t i n g  t ha t  

t h e  Yo un g  T ur ks ’  ob j e c t i v e  w as  t o  “d es t ro y a  w ho l e  r ac e ” .  

 

2.3.3 Wipe Out 

 

S om et i m es  n e ws pap e r s  u s ed  t h e  wo r ds  “ wip e  o u t ”  t o  d e sc r ib e  t h e  

ge n o c id e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  T h e  M ac qu a r i e  d i c t i on a r y d e f i ne s  

“ w i p e ”  t h us :  “ To  de s t r o y o r  e r a d i c a t e ,  a s  f ro m  ex i s t e n c e  o r  

m em o r y” .  

 

T h e  MCY ,  a t  t h e  h e i gh t  o f  t h e  de po r t a t i on s  a nd  m as s ac r e s  ( 8  

O c t . 19 15 ) ,  s t a r t ed  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  on  t h e  m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns  w i th  

t h e  p a r a g r a ph :  “ The r e  i s  no  ro om f o r  d o ub t  t ha t  t h e  T ur ks  a r e  

m a k in g  a  d e t e r min ed  e f fo r t  t o  wip e  t he  A rm e n i an  p e op le  o f f  t h e  

f a c e  o f  t he  e a r t h ” .  T h e r e  c an no t  b e  a ny  c l e a r e r  d e s c r i p t i on  o f  
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ge n o c id e  t h a n  t h ese  w or ds  wr i t t e n  on ly  f i v e  m on th s  a f t e r  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  o f  t h e  ge n o c id e  by  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t he  MCY .   

 

C EW  B e a n’ s  d i sp a t c h  f rom  Ga l l i po l i  (MCY  2 1  D e c .  1 91 5)  o pe n ed  

t hu s :  “ Th e  T u rk s  a re  a t  p r e s en t  m om ent  en ga ge d  i n  a n  e nde a v ou r  

t o  wi p e  ou t  t h e  A rm e n i an  n a t io n ” .  T he  op e n i n g  p a r a g r aph  f rom  

B e a n  d i d  n o t  l e av e  a n y d o ub t  a bo u t  h i s  co nv i c t i on s  o f  t he  f a t e  o f  

t h e  A rm en i ans ,  a nd  h i s  wo r ds  d u r in g  th e  c l i m ax  o f  t h e  

d e po r t a t i o ns  an d  the  m ass a c r es  co u ld  n o t  h a v e  be t t e r  ex pr e s se d  

t h e  ge n oc id e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  h i s  c lo s in g  se n t en c e  

l i n k in g  wi th  h i s  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  r e -e mp h as i z e d  th e  gen o c i d e  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a ns .   He  wro t e :  “ Th e  T u rk s  a r e  t r yi n g  t o  ex t e rmi na t e  o ne  

o f  t he i r  su b j e c t  r a ce s ” .  Be a n  w ro te  t h i s  r ep or t  on  O c to b er  1 91 5 ,  

b a r e l y s ix  m on th s  a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  o f  t he  gen o c i d e .   

 

W h e n  d i sc us s i n g  the  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  t h e  A rm en i ans ,  t h e  

A u s t r a l i an  p r e s s  mad e  ex t ens iv e  u s e  o f  t h e  w o rd  “ s ys t e ma t i c”  

w h ich  l e f t  t h e  imp re s s i on  t h a t  t h e  m a ss ac res  we re  n o t  ac t s  o f  

r a n dom  v io l e n c e ,  bu t  t h e  r e su l t  o f  c en t r a l l y  o r ga n i s e d  a nd  w e l l  

p l an n ed  a c t s  o f  b ru t a l i t y  a ga i n s t  t h e  Ar m en i an  p op u l a t i on .  Th e  

e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  REG  t i t l ed  M ur de r i ng  a  P eo p l e  ( R EG  1 2  Fe b .  

1 9 16 )  c l e a r l y  s h o we d  h o w Au s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  w e r e  w e l l  a wa r e  t h a t  

T u rk s  w e r e  no t  c a r ry i n g  o u t  t h e i r  u s u a l  m as s a c r e  o f  A rm en i an s :  

“ In  a l l  t h e  d a r k  pa ge s  o f  h i s t o r y t h e r e  i s  no  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h i s  co ld  

b lo od e d ,  s ys t e ma t i c  ex e cu t io n  o f  a  p eo p l e ” .   
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O n e  o f  t h e  r e a so ns  I  a t t e m p t ed  t h i s  r e se a r c h  w a s  t o  f i nd  ou t  i f  

A u s t r a l i a ns  r e a l l y  u n de r s to od  t h e  g r av i t y  o f  t h e  s i t ua t i on  i n  

T u rk i s h  A rm en i a ,  an d  i f  t h e y b e l i ev e d  t h a t  t h e  O t to m an  Tu r k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  w as  a t t e m pt i n g  t o  ex t e r min a t e  t h e  A rm en i an s .  Ba se d  

o n  th e  ab ov e  m en t io n ed  a c co un t s ,  i t  wa s  co n c lu s i ve  t h a t  a s  e a r l y  

a s  mi d -1 91 5 ,  p e op le  w ho  w e r e  f o l l o win g  th e  d e ve lo pm en t s  i n  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y,  ha d  n o  do ub t  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h e  Tu r k i s h  a u th o r i t i e s  

w e r e  a im in g  a t  t he  t o t a l  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .   

 

2.4 Armenians and their struggle for recognition 
 
 
 
From the end of mass killings in 1923 until 1965 the survivors of the 

genocide, dispersed throughout the Middle East, Europe and Americas, 

concentrated their efforts on resettlement in their adopted countries, 

and replacing what they had lost , created new cultural , educational, 

political and religious institutions.   

 

The newly formed Armenian communities commemorated the genocide 

mainly through requiem services.  However, the Republic of Turkey, 

avoided the issue believing that it  would fade away with t ime. Also an 

important factor that  the extermination of the Armenians was not raised 

on the international  political circles was the fact that  since 1920 

Armenia was under Soviet rule and did not have an independent foreign 

policy. 
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At the outbreak of WWII,  the extermination of the Armenians had by 

then almost faded away from memory, hence the remark of Adolph 

Hitler “Who, after al l,  speaks today of the annihilation of the 

Armenians"?22 

 

A r m en i a ns  a ro un d  th e  wo r l d  i n t e ns i f i ed  t h e i r  c am p a i gn  f o r  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  r e c o gn i t i on  an d  d em an ds  f o r  j u s t i c e  s t a r t i n g  2 4  

A p r i l  19 65 ,  t h e  50 t h  a nn iv e r s a r y o f  t he  s t a r t  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  

G e n o c id e .   

 

F o r  m a n y d e c a d e s  t h i s  w a s  a  d i f f i c u l t  b a t t l e  f ou gh t  b y t h e  

s u rv iv o r s  a nd  d es ce n d an t s  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  G e no c i d e  a ga i ns t  an  

i n f lu e n t i a l  go ve r nm e n t ,  wh o  us e d  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  ge op o l i t i ca l  

p os i t i on  an d  m e mbe r s h ip  o f  i n t e r n a t i on a l  bo d i es  t o  f i gh t  a n y 

a t t e mpt  o f  r e c o gn i t i on .  

 

In  t h e  m id  1 97 0’ s  so m e  yo u n g  A rm en ia n s  f ru s t r a t e d  b y t he  

c o n t i nu e d  d en ia l  by  t h e  Tu r k i s h  go v er n me n t  an d  t h e  in d i f f e r e n ce  

b y t h e  w o r l d  co mmu ni t y r e s o r t e d  t o  t e r r o r i sm.  Th e  t a r ge t s  w er e  

m ai n l y T u r k i s h  d i p l om at s .  T h e  f i r s t  o rga n i sa t i on  to  l a un ch  

t e r ro r i s t  a t t a ck s  w as  ASA LA  ( A r m en i an  S e c r e t  A rm y f o r  t h e  

Li b e r a t i o n  o f  Ar m en i a )  fo l l o w ed  b y t he  J C AG  (J us t i ce  

C omm a nd os  o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e ) .   
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In  t h e  19 80 ’s  A r men i an  t e r r o r i s m r e a ch e d  A us t r a l i a .  In  Syd n e y i n  

1 9 80 ,  t h e  Tu r k i s h  C on su l  G en e r a l ,  S a r i k  A r a i ya k ,  a n d  h i s  

b o d ygu a r d  w e r e  gun n ed  d o wn .  S ix  ye a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  f a i l ed  

a t t e mpt  t o  b l ow  u p  t h e  Tu r k i s h  Co nsu la t e  i n  M el bo u rn e .  H o w ev e r ,  

s i n c e  t h e  i n d ep e nde n c e  o f  A rm e n i a  i n  1 99 1 ,  t h e s e  t e r ro r i s t  a c t s  

h a v e  c e as e d  c omp le t e l y a n d  t he  f i gh t  h a s  sh i f t ed  t o  t he  po l i t i ca l  

a r e n a .  

 

W i t h  t h e  co l l aps e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i on ,  a nd  as  a  c ons e qu en c e  t he  

e m e r ge n c e  o f  an  i nd e p en d en t  A rm en i an  r ep ub l i c ,  a  ne w  im p e tu s  

w a s  g i v en  t o  A rm en i an  d em a nd s  f o r  r e c o gn i t i on  an d  j u s t i c e .  A f t e r  

M r  R o b e r t  K o ch a r i a n  w as  e l e c t ed  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y o f  t he  c ou n t r y 

i n  19 98 ,  h e  ma d e  th e  r ec o gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  Ar m en i a n  G en o c i d e  p a r t  

o f  Ar m en i a ' s  f o r e i gn  po l i c y.  T h us ,  A rm e n i an  v i ew s  on  the  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  w e r e  r a i s ed  o n  a  s t a t e  l ev e l  i n  t h e  U N,  

E u ro p e an  Co un c i l ,  O r ga n i s a t i o n  fo r  t he  Se c u r i t y  a n d  Co op e r a t i o n  

i n  Eu r op e  ( OSC E )  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e rn a t io n a l  b od i e s  a nd  in s t i t u t i o ns  

w h e r e  on l y T u r k i sh  go v e rn me n t ’ s  v i ews  w er e  h e a rd  b e f o r e .   

 

T h e  m o s t  i m po r t a n t  su c c e s s  a c h i ev e d  by  A r m e n i a ns  i n  t h e i r  

c a m pa i gn  f o r  r ec o gn i t i on  c am e  on  1 8  J a n u a r y 2 0 0 1  wh e n  th e  

F r e n c h  N a t i on a l  Ass e mbl y,  i gn o r in g  wa r n i n gs  a nd  t h r e a t s  f r om 

T u rk e y,  a d op t e d  a  b i l l  r ec o gn iz i n g  t he  m ass a c r e  o f  A rm en i an s  as  

ge n o c id e . 23 I t  w a s  t he  e nd  re su l t  o f  mo re  t h a n  t h r ee  d e c a d es  o f  

r e l en t l e s s  c am p a i gn in g  b y t h e  F r en c h  A r m en i a n  c omm un i t y.  J us t  
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b e f o re  t h e  vo t e ,  t h e  T ur k i sh  P r im e  Mi n i s t e r  Bu l e n t  E c ev i t  h a d  

w a r n ed  F r an c e  o f  a  “ s e r io us  c r i s i s  i n  r e l a t i o ns ”  (AF P ,  17  J a nu a r y 

2 0 01 ) .  T u rk i sh  p r es id e n t  Sez e r ,  P r im e  Mi n i s t e r  E c e v i t ,  Fo r e i gn  

M in i s t e r  I s m a i l  C em  an d  D e f en c e  Mi n i s t e r  S a b ah a t t i n  

C a km ak o g l u  h ad  a l l  wr i t t e n ,  u ns uc c e ss f u l l y ,  t o  t h e i r  F r en c h  

c o un t e r p a r t s  t o  b loc k  t h e  r es o lu t i on  in  th e  F r en ch  N a t i ona l  

A s se mb l y.   

 

In  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  Eu ro pe a n  P a r l i am e n t  ( EP)  h ad  ad op t e d  a  r e so lu t io n  

c a l l i n g  on  T u rk e y t o  r e co gn i s e  t h e  A rm e ni an  Ge no c id e .  In  

J a nu a r y 2 0 02 ,  t h e  E P  a do p t ed  a  r es o lu t i on  o n  EU  p o l i c y  i n  t he  

C a uc a su s  i n  w h i ch  i t  r ea f f i rm ed  th a t :  “T u rk e y can no t  j o in  t h e  E U 

u n l e s s  i t  e n ds  i t s  ca m p a i gns  o f  d e n i a l  o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e  

a n d  m ak es  i t s  p e a ce  wi t h  h i s t o r y” . 24 

 

S o  f a r  t h i r t y- f o u r  U S  s t a t e s  ha v e  p as s e d  r es o l u t i on s  r e co gn i s in g  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e .  T h e  pa r l i am en t s  o f  a  n um b er  o f  c o un t r i e s  

h a v e  p as se d  r e so l u t i on s  r e co gn i s i n g  t he  m ass  k i l l i n gs  o f  

A r m en i a ns  i n  t h e  Ot tom a n  Tu r k e y a s  ge n o c i de . 25 

 

In  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h ro ugh  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  t he  A rm e n i an  com mun i t y i n  

S yd n e y,  t h e  N e w So u t h  W al e s  P a r l i a me n t  on  1 7  Ap r i l  19 97  

u n an imo us l y p a s s ed  a  mot io n  c omm em o ra t i n g  a nd  co nd em ni n g  th e  

1 9 15  G e no c i d e  o f  t h e  Ar m en i a ns  b y t he  Ot tom a n  Tu r k i s h  

go v e r nm en t .  T w o  ye a r s  l a t e r  on  5  M a rc h  1 99 9 ,  P r emi e r  Bo b  C ar r  



 

 

 

49

u n ve i l ed  a  p e r m an en t  me mo r i a l  t o  t h e  v i c t i ms  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  

G e n o c id e  w i th in  t he  g r o un ds  o f  t h e  Ne w  S ou th  W a le s  Par l i a me n t .   

 

2.5 Denial 
 
 
 
D e n i a l  o f  t h e  c r im e  o f  ge n o c id e  i s  a  g r o w in g  co n c e rn  f o r  s c ho la r s  

a n d  v i c t ims  o f  ge no c id es .  R ev i s i on i s t  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a r e  ab u nd an t  

o n  th e  W o r l d  W i d e  W eb .   Da v i d  I r v i n g  a nd  F r ed e r i c k  To b i n  a r e  

s om e  o f  t h e  w e l l -kn o wn  re v i s io n i s t  h i s to r i a ns .  Th e  d e n i e r s  o f  t h e  

J e wi sh  G e no c id e  a re  i n d iv id u a l s ,  r i gh t  w in g ,  n eo - n az i  g r ou ps  o r  

o r ga n i s a t i on s ,  an d  a n t i -S emi t es .  Ho w ev e r ,  i n  t h e  ca s e  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e ,  i t  i s  t h e  T ur k i sh  go v e rnm e n t ,  a  m em be r  o f  

N A T O,  w h i c h  us es  e v e r y r e s ou r c e  a v a i l a b l e  to  i t  t o  de n y t h e  

ge n o c id e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  

 

S i n c e  W W II ,  t h e  Eu r op e a n  po l i t i c a l  s c e n e  h as  u n de r go n e  d r am at i c  

c h a n ge s .  T u rk e y i s  a  m em b e r  o f  N AT O a nd  h a s  us e d  ex t ens i v e l y 

i t s  a l l i an ce s  w i th  W es t e rn  and  a l s o  M us l im  co un t r i e s  fo r  i t s  o wn  

n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  w h ic h  in c l ud e s  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  Ar m en i an  

G e n o c id e .  A rm en i a ,  on  th e  o t h e r  h an d ,  f r om 19 22 –1 99 1  wa s  t he  

s m al l es t  r ep ub l i c  o f  t h e  f o rm e r  S ov ie t  U n i on ,  a  vo i ce l es s  s t a t e  

r u l e d  b y M os c ow .   

 

M os t  W es t e r n  c ou n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  fo u gh t  a ga i ns t  Ot t om an  Tu r k e y 

d u r i n g  t h e  Gr e a t  W a r ,  a r e  n o w Tu rk e y’ s  a l l i e s  i n  N A TO .  T h e y 
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a v o i d  a l i en a t in g  t he i r  a l l y  b y r e c o gn i s i n g  t he  A rm en i a n  Ge n o c i de .  

T h e  Br i t i sh  gov e rnm e n t ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  c o nd e mn ed  v e h em en t l y t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s  du r i n g  W W I,  a n d  de m an d ed  t h e  t r i a l  

o f  T u rk i sh  w ar  c r im in a l s  so on  a f t e r  t h e  w ar  en d ed .  W i ns t on  

C hu r ch i l l  u s ed  th e  w o r d  “h o l o c aus t ”  t o  ch a r a c t e r i se  t h e  ge n o c id e  

o f  t he  A rm en i a ns .  T o da y,  a s  a  N AT O m em b e r ,  B r i t i sh  

go v e rnm en t ’ s  a t t i t ud e  h a s  a l so  u nd e rgo n e  d r am at i c  ch an ge s  

r e ga r d in g  t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e .  T h i s  w as  h i gh l i gh t e d  in  

J a nu a r y 2 0 01  w h en  th e  Br i t i sh  gov e r nm e n t  d e c i de d  to  m ar k  i t s  

f i r s t  Ho lo c au s t  M em o r i a l  D a y o n  J a nua r y 2 7  to  r em e mb e r  t h e  

v i c t i ms  o f  t h e  J ew i s h ,  R w an d an  an d  o th e r  mo d e rn  ge no c id e s .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  Fo r e ign  O f f i c e  i n s t ru c t ed  t h e  Ho m e O f f i ce ,  w h i ch  

h a d  th e  r e sp on s ib i l i t y  t o  p l an  t h e  ev e n t s ,  n o t  t o  m en t i on  th e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e . 26  

 

In  J a nu a r y 2 0 0 1 ,  I  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Br i t i s h  Hi gh  C ommi ss i on e r  

i n  C a nb e r r a ,  S i r  A la s t a i r  Go od la d ,  t o  r e mi nd  h im  th a t  t h e  Br i t i s h  

go v e r nm en t  o f  t h e  d a y h a d  v i go r ou s l y  c on d em ne d  th e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s ,  w h i l e  t he  c u r re n t  B l a i r  gov er n me n t  

w a s  c om me m o r a t i ng  e v e r y ge n o c i d e  o f  t h e  t we n t i e t h  ce n tu r y 

ex c e p t  t h e  f i r s t  o n e ,  e f fe c t i v e l y d e n yi n g  t h e  A r m e n i a n  Ge n o c i de .  

I  r e c e i v e d  a  v a gu e  a n d  un c on v i nc i n g  re p l y f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  Hi gh  

C omm iss io n  t h a t  av o i d ed  th e  i s s ue  I  w a s  r a i s i n g ,  and  

c o n c en t r a t e d  on  t h e  m ain  a im s  o f  t h e  H o lo c au s t  M em or i a l  Da y. 27  
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T h e  d en i a l  o f  e p i s od e s  o f  on e ’ s  h i s t o ry  i s  no t  un i qu e  t o  t h e  

T u rk s .  J a p an es e  re fu s a l  t o  a ck no wl e d ge  p as t  a t ro c i t i e s  p r io r  o r  

d u r i n g  W W II  i s  an  ex a mpl e  o f  n a t io na l  d e n i a l  o f  c r i m es  aga i n s t  

h um a n i t y.  In  N a nk in g  in  1 93 7 ,  t h e  J a pa n e s e  a rm y s l au gh te r e d  

t ho us a nd s  o f  c i v i l i an s .  R ap e  an d  b eh ead in g  con t e s t s  w as  a  

c o m m o n  p as t i m e .  I t  w a s  on l y r e c e n t l y ,  t h a t  t h e  J a p an e s e  

go v e r nm en t  f e l t  t h e  n e c es s i t y  t o  a c kn ow l ed ge  p as t  w ar  c r im e s  an d  

a t ro c i t i e s  co mmi t t ed  b y t h e  J a pa n es e  Im p er i a l  A rm y,  b u t  d id  n o t  

f e e l  a n y n e c e s s i t y  t o  ap o l o gi z e .  O n l y r e c e n t l y ,  i n  S ep t e m b e r  

2 0 02 ,  on  a n  o f f i c i a l  t wo - d a y v i s i t  t o  N o r t h  K or e a ,  J a p ane s e  P r im e  

M in i s t e r  K o iz u mi  J u n i c h i ro ,  a po l o g iz ed  fo r  p as t  J ap an e s e  

a t ro c i t i e s . 28 A  m on t h  l a t e r  v i s i t i n g  Ch ina  h e  l a id  a  w r ea th  a t  t h e  

m em o r i a l  h a l l  o f  t he  w a r  o f  r e s i s t a n ce  w h e r e  t h e  J ap a n es e  a rm y 

h a d  l au nc h ed  e i gh t  ye a r s  o f  wa r  i n  19 37 .  H i s  c a r e fu l l y  w o r d e d  

a p o l o gi e s  w e r e  s imi l a r  t o  s t a t em e n t s  m a d e  b y h i s  p r ed e ce s so rs .  

H o w ev e r ,  he  w as  t he  f i r s t  P r i m e  Mi n i s t e r  t o  l a y a  w r e a t h  a t  t h e  

m em o r i a l .  

 
2.5.1 Turkish denial 
 
 
C ov e r -u ps  o f  t h e  c r i me  o f  ge no c i d e  s t i l l  co n t in ue  i n  Tu r ke y o n  a n  

o f f i c i a l  l e v e l .  S in ce  W W I s i m ul t a n eo us  t o  i t s  ca m p a i gn  o f  

ex t e r min a t io n ,  t h e  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  h a d  l a un c h ed  a  den i a l  

c a m pa i gn ,  w h i c h  co n t in ue s  un in t e r ru p t e d  un t i l  t h i s  d a y.  T u rk i s h  

p os i t i on  o f  d e n i a l  w a s  s t r en g t h en e d  as  f a r  b a c k  a s  19 23  w i t h  t h e  

t r e a t y o f  La u s a nn e ,  w h i ch  co nv in c ed  Tu r k i sh  a u t ho r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  



 

 

 

52

i n t e rn a t i o n a l  commu ni t y h a d  e f f ec t i v e l y w a s h ed  t he i r  hand s ,  an d  

w o u l d  no t  s e e k  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  ge n o c ide  o f  C h r i s t i an  mi nor i t i e s  i n  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y.  

 

T o  e f f e c t i v e l y d e n y  t h e  A r m e n i a n  G eno c i d e  t h e  T u rk i sh  

go v e r nm en t  us es  d i f f e r e n t  m e th od s : 29  

 

•  R e - wr i t e s  t he  h i s t o r y o f  t h e  ev e n t s  o f  1 9 15 .  

•  T o  ju s t i f y  t h e  ge n oc i d e ,  c on t i nu es  t o  v i l i f y  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  

•  U s es  t h re a t s  t o  d i sc o u r a ge  f o re i gn  gov e r nm en t s  a nd  

p a r l i am en t s  t o  a ck no w le d ge  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c id e .  

•  D is c ou r a ge s  op e n  de b a te  i n  Tu r k e y a b o u t  t he  A rm en i a n  

G e n o c id e .  An yo n e  n o t  s up po r t i n g  t h e  go v e r nm en t ’ s  po s i t i on  

a n d  v i e ws  r i s ks  p ros e c u t i on  an d  i mp r i so nm e n t .  

•  H i res  PR  f i rms  t o  po l i s h  t h e i r  co un t r y’ s  im age  and  u s es  

t h em f o r  de n i a l  an d  mi s in f o r m at i on  cam p ai gn  a bo u t  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  

•  C on t in u es  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  US  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t he  gu i s e  o f  

e s t a b l i sh in g  Tu r k i sh  s tu d i es  ch a i r s ,  w i t h  t h e  a im  o f  

i n f lu e n c in g  US  a cad e mi c  c i r c l e s  a nd  im po s e  Tu r k i s h  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  v e r s io n  o f  h i s to r y.  

•  U s es  p r e s su r e  a ga in s t  w o r l d  kn ow n e nc yc l o p a e d i as  n o t  t o  

m e n t i on  t he  Ar m en i a n  G en o c id e  an d  a l so  t o  i n c lu d e  i t s  

v e r s io n  o f  d en i a l ,  a s  w as  h i gh l i gh t e d  in  t h e  l a t es t  T u rk i sh  

a t t e mpt  t o  c e nso r  En c a r t a  i n  20 00 .   
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•  In  2 0 0 1 ,  i t  e s t a b l i sh e d  th e  A rm e n i an  R e se a r ch  In s t i t u t e  a n d  

s t a r t ed  p ub l i s h in g  th e  A r m en i an  S tu d i es  q u a r t e r l y  j o u r na l  t o  

g i v e  c r e d en t i a l s  t o  T u rk i s h  d en i a l .  T he  s am e  ye a r  t h e  

T u rk i s h  D ep u t y P r im e  Mi n i s t e r  an d  Min i s t e r  o f  s t a t e  M r  

D e v l e t  Ba h ce l i  e s t ab l i s h ed  a  c ou n c i l  t o  s t r e n g th e n  Tu r k i sh  

v e r s io n  o f  e v en t s  an d  to  ch a l l en ge  Arm e n i an  c amp a i gns  f o r  

t h e  r e co gn i t i on  o f  t h e i r  ge no c id e .  

 

T h e  T ur k i sh  gov e rnm e n t  i s  v i go r ou s l y i nv o l ve d  in  ge no c id e  

d e n i a l  o n  tw o  s ep a ra t e  f r on t s ,  i n t e rn a l  a n d  ex t e rn a l .  T he  in t e r n a l  

d e n i a l  i nv o lv e s :   

 

•  Fo r c e d  e du c a t i on  o f  a  T u rk i sh  h i s t o r y i nv e n t ed  b y t h e  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t .  

•  P r ev e n t i on  o f  h e a l th y d i s cu ss i on s  on  th e  Ar m en i a n  

G e n o c id e  i n  Tu rk ey .  

•  P r ev e n t i on  o f  p ub l i c a t i on  o f  m a t e r i a l  o n  th e  A r me n i a n  

G e n o c id e ,  wh i ch  c on t ra d i c t s  o f f i c i a l  go v e rnm e n t  v i e w s .   

 

T h e  ex t e rn a l  de n i a l  i s  m or e  d a n ge ro us  a n d  h as  w id e r  

r e p e r cu ss i on s .  T h e  T u rk i s h  j u s t i f i c a t i on  o f  t h e  A rm en ia n  

G e n o c id e ,  i t s  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  ev e n t s ,  w h i ch  in c l ud e s  

v i l i f i c a t io n  o f  A rme n i ans ,  i s  p r e s e n t ed  a s  t h e  on l y t r u t h  t o  a  

w o r l d wid e  au d i en ce .  D en i a l  i s  sp r e ad  t h ro u gh  v a r io us  m ea n s -  

In t e r n e t ,  TV ,  r ad io  a nd  p r e s s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  Tu rk i sh  
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c o mmu ni t i e s  i n  v a r i ou s  c ou n t r i e s ,  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  P R  f i rm s ,  

d ip lom a t i c  p re s s u re  d i r e c t e d  f rom  An ka r a  o r  t h r o u gh  d ip lo m at i c  

r e p r es e n t a t i on s  ov e r s e as .   

 

T o  d en y i t s  ge no c id e  a ga i ns t  t h e  A rme n i ans  t h e  Tu r k i s h  

go v e r nm en t  s in c e  19 1 5  ha s  e s t ab l i s h ed  i t s  ow n  in dus t r y o f  d en i a l ,  

p r od u c i n g  p am phl e t s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  do c um en t a r i es  a nd  C D ’s .  M a n y o f  

t h es e  m at e r i a l s  a r e  a v a i l ab l e  o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b  f r om  

o f f i c i a l  Tu r k i s h  gov e r nm en t  w eb s i t e s  a n d  Tu r k i sh  o r ga n i s a t io ns . 30 

A f t e r  r e ad i n g  t h e  ma t e r i a l  t h e  r e ad e r  ge t s  t h e  imp r es s i on  t h a t  

A r m en i a ns  we r e  b o r n  t hu gs ,  a s s as s in s ,  k i l l e r s ,  an d  r e be l s  a n d  

c o ns t a n t l y  gu i l t y  o f  p l o t t i n g  a ga i ns t  t h e  t o l e r an t ,  j u s t ,  pe a c e  

l ov in g  O t t om a n  Turk e y an d  f i n a l l y  s e l f  d es t ru c t ed  an d  com mi t t ed  

s e l f - ge n oc i d e  d u r i ng  W W I.   

 

T h e  T ur k i sh  Fo r e i gn  M in i s t r y  a n d  Cu l t u re  M in i s t r y  w e b s i t e s  

c o n t a i n  th ou sa nd s  o f  p a ge s  th a t  m i gh t  l o ok  im p r es s iv e  to  th e  

p e r so n  un f ami l i a r  w i t h  t h e  h i s to r y o f  A r m en i a ns  an d  th e  O t t om an  

T u rk e y b u t  l a ck  c r ed ib i l i t y  an d  a re  p u re  i n v en t io ns .  Th e y co n t a i n  

d e l ib e r a t e  mi s i n f o rm at io n  a bo u t  A rm en i an  an d  Ot t om a n  T u rk i s h  

h i s t o r y.   

 

T h es e  s i t e s  r e v e a l  t h e  s am e  h a t r e d  b y t h e  m od e rn  T u rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t  t o w ar ds  t h e  A rm en ia ns  as  t h e  Ot t om a n  Tu r k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  d i s p l a ye d  t ow a r ds  t h e  A r me n i an  p op u l a t i on  be f o r e ,  
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d u r i n g  an d  s ho r t l y  a f t e r  W W I.  T h e  Tur k i s h  go ve r nm en t  a l so  

p u b l i sh es  m a n y b o o ks  i n  ma n y l a n gu age s  i n  i t s  un i v e r s a l  e f f o r t s  

t o  d en y t h e  A rm e n ia n  G en oc id e .  Th es e  b oo ks  a r e  d i s t r i bu t e d  

a r o un d  th e  w or ld  t o  un i v e r s i t i e s  a nd  l i b ra r i e s ,  i n c lu d i n g  

A u s t r a l i a n  un i v e r s i t i e s  a nd  l i b r a r i e s ,  i n  an  a t t e mpt  t o  i n f lu e n c e  

f u t u r e  a c ad e m i cs .   

 

F o r  d e c a de s  t h e  T ur k i s h  go ve r nm en t  ha s  ad vo c a t e d  a c ad em ic  

r e s e a r ch  to  s h ed  l i gh t  o n  w ha t  h ap p ene d  t o  t h e  A rm e n i ans  d u r i n g  

W W I,  w i th  t h e  ro u t i n e  “ l e t  t h e  h i s to r i a n s  d e c id e ”  s l o ga n .   Y e t ,  

t h e  s a m e  go v er nm en t  s i nc e  1 91 5  h as  fo r b i dd e n  f r ee  a c ade mi c  

r e s e a r ch  o n  i t s  o wn  t e r r i t o r y a n d  o bs t ru c t ed  r e s ea r c h  ou t s i d e  i t s  

b o rd e r s .  I t  h a s  i gnor e d  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r ch  t h a t  a f f i rm s  t h e  

t r u th  o f  t h e  Ar m en ia n  G en oc id e  a nd  h as  p r e se n t e d  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  

o n l y i n su rm ou n t ab le  ob s t a c l e  to w a rd s  t h e  r e co gn i t i on  o f  a n  

u n de n i a b l e  h i s to r i ca l  t ru th .  

 

A n  ex am pl e  o f  Tu rk i s h  p re s s u re  o n  a ca d e mi cs  i s  a  l e t t e r  ( 2  

O c to b e r  19 90 )  w r i t t e n  b y t h e  T u rk i sh  A m ba ss a do r  in  W ash in g t on ,  

N uz h e t  K an d emi r ,  t o  R ob e r t  J .  L i f t on ,  p r o f es s o r  o f  P s yc h i a t r y a n d  

P s yc h o l o g y,  c om pla i n in g  th a t  h i s  b ook  (Th e  N az i  D o c t ors :  

M e d i c a l  K i l l i ng  a nd  t h e  Ps y ch o l og y  o f  G e no c i d e )  m e n t i one d  i n  

s e v en  p l a c e s  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c i d e .  T h i s  l e t t e r  m a d e  t he  

h e a d l i n es  b e c au s e  t h e  T u rk i s h  Emb a ssy  m i s t a k en l y s e n t  t h e  l e t t e r  

w i t h  tw o  o t h e r  d o cu m en t s -  a  m em or a nd um  t o  t h e  Am b as sa d o r  
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w r i t t e n  b y H e a t h  Lo w r y 31 an d  a  d r a f t  l e t t e r  t o  Li f t on  to  b e  s i gn ed  

b y t h e  A mb a ss ad o r .  T h i s  i nc id e n t  h i gh l i gh t ed  t he  Tu rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  u s e  o f  h i s to r i a ns  (H e a t h  Lo w r y)  t o  s e rv e  i t s  

i n t e r es t s ,  t o  d i s c r ed i t  a nd  i n t i mid a t e  ge n u in e  gen o c i d e  sc h o l a r s . 32  

 

S i n c e  19 80 ’s ,  t h e  Tu r k i sh  gov e rn me n t  h a s  ma d e  d e t e rmi ne d  

e f f o r t s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  US  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t o  g i v e  i t s  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  a c a d emi c  c r e d en t i a l s ,  a n d  i n f lu e n c e  fu t u r e  

s c ho la r s .  T h e  c on t ro v e rs y s u r ro un d in g  H e a t h  Lo w r y i s  a  v iv id  

ex a mpl e  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y.  In  1 99 3 ,  Lo w r y w a s  ap po in t e d  t o  t h e  

A t a t u r k  c h a i r  o f  Tur k i s h  S t ud i es  a t  P r in c e to n  Un iv e r s i t y .   

 

T h e  Ch a i r  w a s  f un de d  wi t h  a  $ 75 0 , 00 0  g r a n t  f rom  t h e  Tu rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t .  A c c o rd in g  to  P r in c e t on ,  Lo w r y w a s  se l e c t ed  t ak i n g  

i n t o  a c co un t  h i s  s ch o l a r s h i p  a nd  d e n i ed  be in g  m a n i pu l a t ed  b y t h e  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t .  A f t e r  a  f e w  ye a r s  o f  c on t r ov e r s y a b ou t  h i s  

a p po in t m en t ,  Lo w r y  s t e p p ed  d ow n  f rom  h i s  p os i t i o n  i n  Ju n e  19 97 .  

 

E n c yc l o p a e d i a s  t oo  h av e  n o t  e s c ap e d  th e  T u rk i s h  go ve r nm e n t ’ s  

d e n i a l  d r i v e .  In  2 00 0  T ur k i sh  a t t em pt s  t o  i n f l ue n c e  En c ar t a  

E n c yc l o p a e d i a  ga i ne d  wid e sp r e ad  co v er a ge .  On  1 5  A u gus t  2 00 0 ,  

t h e  c h r on i c l e  o f  High e r  Ed u c a t i on  r e po r t e d  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  

E n c a r t a ,  u nd e r  p r es s u r e  f ro m An k ar a  an d  th e  T u rk i sh  E mba s s y,  

h a d  a sk e d  H e l en  Fe i n 33 a nd  Ro n a l d  S un ny t o  r e v i s e  t h e i r  en t r i e s  

o n  th e  A r me n i a n  Ge n o c i de .  A f t e r  t h e  tw o  s c ho l a r s  r e f us ed  t o  bo w  
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t o  t h e  p r es su r e ,  and  En c a r t a ’ s  a t t em pt s  t o  c e nsu r e  t h e  Arm e n i an  

ge n o c id e  m ad e  th e  h e a d l i n es  an d  w as  f e a t u r e d  on  r a d i o  a nd  C N N,  

E n c a r t a  e d i t o r s  r e v i s ed  th e i r  d e c i s i on .  T he  n e w  2 00 2  v e r s i on  d o es  

n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  r e v i s io n  th e  Tu r k i sh  gov e r nm en t  h ad  a t t emp t ed  to  

f o r c e  on  E n c a r t a .  

 

H o w ev e r ,  de n i a l  h as  a l so  a  s i d e  e f f e c t  f o r  t h e  T u rk i sh  

go v e r nm en t .  I t  k e ep s  t h e  i s su e  o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  a l i v e  as  

a  cu r r en t ,  h i s to r i c a l ,  po l i t i c a l  an d  acad e mi c  i s s u e .  T h i s  t h e s i s  i s  

t h e  p r o du c t  o f  t h e  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t ’ s  de n i a l .  I  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  

a t t e mpt e d  to  d o  a ny  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h i s  t o p i c  i f  Tu r k e y h a d  n o t  k e p t  

r e mi nd in g  m e  co ns t a n t l y  o f  t he  ge no c id e  o f  m y a n c e s to r s  b y 

c o ns t a n t l y  d e n yi n g  a n y gu i l t .   

 

A f t e r  t h e  F r e nc h  Na t i on a l  As s emb l y a d o p t ed  th e  r eso lu t io n  o n  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  i n  J a nu a r y 2 0 0 1 ,  t h e  r ea c t io ns  b y t h e  T ur k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  a nd  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  con t ra c t s  r e c e i v ed  w i d e sp r e ad  

c o v e ra ge  i n s id e  and  ou t s i de  T u rk i s h  bo r d e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  e a c h  t i m e  

a  p a r l i am e n t  a do p t s  a  r e s o lu t io n  on  t h e  A rm e n i an  G en oc ide ,  t h e  

r e a c t i on  f r om  T ur ke y a s s u r es  t ha t  t h e  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  

r e c e iv e d  t h e  ou tmos t  c ov e r a ge  w i th ou t  a n y p u b l i c i t y  e f f o r t s  b y 

A r m en i a ns .   
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2.5.2 Reactions by the Israeli government 

 

In  t h i s  ch a p t e r  de d ic a t ed  t o  go v er nm e n t ’ s  de n i a l  o f  t h e  Arm e n i an  

G e n o c id e ,  I  c o u ld  n o t  p a s s  w i th ou t  me n t io n i n g  t he  r e ac t io ns  o f  

t h e  Is r a e l i  go ve r nme n t .  Sp u r r e d  b y p o l i t i c a l  r e as on s ,  t h e  I s r a e l i  

go v e r nm en t  h as  i n t e r f e r e d  an d  b l o ck ed  va r i o us  r e so l u t i on s  on  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  b e fo r e  th e  US  C ongr e s s 34 a nd  co n t i nu e s  t o  

m a k e  bo l d  s t a t em en t s  d e n yi n g  t h e  ev en t .  A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

Is r a e l i  gov e r nm en t ’ s  am biv a le n t  r e a d i ng  o f  t h e  A rm en ia n  

G e n o c i d e  l i e s  t h e  c l os e  m i l i t a r y a n d  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i an c e  Is r a e l  

en jo ys  w i th  Tu rk e y .  

 

A t  f i r s t  i t  s e em s  un j us t i f i ed  t o  i n c l ud e  th e  s t a t e  o f  I s r a e l ,  

a l on gs i d e  Tu r k e y,  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  d e n i e r s  b e c a us e  Is r a e l  w as  o n l y 

e s t a b l i sh e d  a s  a  s t a t e  i n  1 94 8 .  S e co nd ly ,  s e c t i on s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  

p o pu l a t i o n  a nd  ac ad e mi cs  h a v e  s to od  b y t h e  A r me n i a ns .  T h e  

Is r a e l i  gov e r nm en t ’ s  d e n i a l  d i f f e r s  f r om  t he  Tu rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  d en i a l  i n  s e v e ra l  w a ys :  

 

•  I t  d o e s  no t  t e a c h  t he  d en i a l  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  G e no c i d e  i n  

s c ho o l s  an d  un iv e r s i t i e s .  

•  I t  d o e s  no t  sp e nd  mi l l i on s  o f  d o l l a r s  ev e r y ye a r  t o  pu b l i sh  

d i s t o r t ed  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  t o  d e n y t h e  Ar m en i a n  G en o c i d e  

o r  a c t i v e l y c a m p a ign s  a ga ins t  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  
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•  I t  d o e s  no t  f o r c e  J ew i s h  s ch o l a r s  t o  d en y t h e  A r me n i a n  

G e n o c id e .  

 

N e v e r t he l es s ,  I  c i t ed  t h e  Is r a e l i  go ve rn m en t  p r im a r i l y  b e c a u s e  i t  

i s  m o r a l l y  u n jus t i f i a b l e  fo r  a  na t i on  wh i ch  w a s  a  v i c t im  o f  ma ss  

ex t e rmin a t io n  du r in g  t h e  S e co nd  Wo r ld  W a r  t o  t r ea t  t h e  gen o c id e  

o f  an o t he r  n a t io n  in  an yw a y l e s s  s e v er e  t h an  t h e  Ho lo c aus t .   

 

In  2 0 0 1 ,  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  T u rk e y,  I s r a e l i  Fo r e i gn  

M in i s t e r  Sh i mo n  Pe r e s ,  i n  a n  i n t e rv i ew  wi th  t h e  A n a t o l i a n  n e ws  

a ge n c y,  r e j e c t e d  a ny  a t t e mpt s  t o  “c r e a t e  a  s imi l a r i t y  b e t we e n  t he  

H o lo c au s t  a nd  t h e  A r m en i a n  a l l e ga t ion s ”  a f f i rmi n g  t h a t  “ i t  i s  a  

t r a ge d y w h a t  t he  Ar m en i an s  w en t  t h rou gh  bu t  n o t  a  ge noc i d e”  

( T DN ,  P e r es :  Ar m en ia n  A l l e ga t io ns  a re  M e an i ng l es s .  10  A p r i l  

2 0 01 ,  In t e r n e t  e d i t i o n ) .  I s r a e l  Ch a rn y,  e d i t o r  o f  En c yc l o pa e d ia  o f  

G e n o c id e  an d  ex e cu t i ve  d i re c to r  o f  t he  In s t i t u t e  on  th e  Ho lo c a us t  

a n d  G e no c i d e  i n  J e r u s a l em ,  a c cu s ed  Pe r e s  o f  go in g  “ be yo n d  a  

m o ra l  bo un d ar y t h a t  n o  J ew  s ho u l d  a l l o w  h ims e l f  t o  t r e s pa s s ” .  

W h e n  I  e n q u i r ed  abo u t  t he  co r r e c t ne ss  o f  P e r es ’  s t a t em en t  f r om  

t h e  Is r a e l i  Emb a ss y  i n  C an b e r r a  t he  r ep l y w a s  a f f i rm at i v e . 35 

P e r es ’  d en i a l ,  o n  t he  e v e  o f  Ap r i l  24 ,  d e e p l y o f f e nd ed  A rm e n i an s  

a n d  h i s  r em a rk s  r e ce i v ed  w id es p r ea d  co v e r a ge  a nd  co nd em n at i on .  

 

In  Fe b r u a r y 2 0 02 ,  a lm os t  s im ul t a n eo us l y w i t h  t h e  Eu r op ea n  

P a r l i a me n t ’ s  u r g i ng  T u rk e y t o  r e c o gn i s e  t h e  A rm en i an  Ge n o c i de ,  
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t h e  Is r a e l i  am b ass ad o r  t o  A rm e n i a ,  R iv k a  Co h en ,  t a l k i n g  t o  

r e p o r t e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  wa s  un a c c ep t ab l e  t o  co m p a r e  t h e  A r m en i a n  

“ t r a ge d y”  w i th  t h e  J e wi sh  H o l o c aus t .  A r m en i a n  f o re i gn  m in i s t r y  

p r o t es t ed  t o  t h e  Is r a e l i  gov e r nm en t .  Th e  r es po ns e  f ro m  t h e  Is r a e l i  

f o r e i gn  m i n i s t r y  r e s t a t ed  t he  am b ass ad o r ’ s  s t a t e m e n t :  “ I s r a e l  

r e c o gn i s es  t h e  t r a ge d y o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s  a nd  t h e  m a ss a c re  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  p eo p l e ,  bu t  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  b e l i e v es  t h a t  t h i s  s ho u l d  

n o t  b e  d e sc r i b ed  as  gen o c i de ,  w h i ch  i n  t u rn  do es  n o t  d imin i s h  t h e  

s c a l e  o f  t h e  t r a ge dy” .   

 

In  a  p r o t e s t  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Is r a e l i  Fo re i gn  M in i s t r y ,  P r o f  Is r a e l  

C h ar n y 36 w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  Is r a e l i  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n  G eno c i d e  

“ i s  t h e  e qu i v a l e n t  o f  d e n i a l s  o f  t h e  Ho lo c a us t  o f  o u r  p e op l e ” . 37 

T h e  Is r a e l i  a mb as sa d o r ’ s  d en i a l  w as  t h e  f i r s t  on  A rm e n i an  

t e r r i t o r y a n d  t h e re  w a s  s t r on g  p r e s s u re  on  t h e  A rm en ia n  

go v e r nm en t  t o  d e c l a r e  he r  p e r s on a  n on  g r a t a .   

 

M e a nw hi l e  s om e  po l i t i ca l  g r o ups  s t a r t e d  a  mo v e  in  th e  Ar m en i an  

P a r l i a men t  t o  ad op t  a  l a w ,  s imi l a r  t o  a  l aw  p a s s ed  i n  Is r ae l ,  

m a k in g  i t  i l l e ga l  t o  d en y t h e  A rm e n i an  G e no c i d e  on  A r men i an  

t e r r i t o r y.  

 

T h e  mo s t  r e c en t  o f f i c i a l  d en i a l  c am e  in  M a y 2 0 03  wh en ,  t h e  

Is r a e l i  gov e r nm en t  i n t e rv e n ed  a nd  d e s t r o ye d  b r oc hu r e s  p r in t ed  

f o r  I s r a e l ' s  55 t h  In d e p en d en c e  D a y C er e mo n y.   A n  A r me n i a n -
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Is r a e l i  c i t i z e n ,  N aom i  N a l b a nd i an ,  s e l e c t ed  as  a  t o r ch b ear e r  ha d  

s t a t ed  t ha t  sh e  i s  a  t h i rd  ge n er a t i o n  su r v iv o r  o f  t he  Ar m en i an  

h o l o c au s t .   N e w b ro c hu r e s  w er e  p r i n t e d  wi t ho u t  a n y r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e .   

 

T h om as  O 'D w i e r  i n  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  N ao mi ’s  i nc id e n t  w ro t e :  " I f  

t h e  v i c t i ms  o f  ge n oc i d es  c a nn o t  d ep e nd  on  th e  s up po r t  o f  t h e  

d e s c en da n t s  o f  t h e  H o lo c au s t  -  wh e r e  o n  e a r t h  wi l l  a n yo n e  e v er  

f i nd  t ru t h  a nd  j u s t i c e?  ( Ha ar ez ,  M a y 9 ,  20 03 ,  N ot h in g  P er so na l  

A m on g  th e  D e n i er s ) .  

 

T h e  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i anc e  b e t w ee n  Is r a e l  an d  T ur k e y i s  us ed  b y 

T u rk e y t o  p r es su r e  t h e  Is r a e l i  go ve r nm e n t  a ga i n s t  a n y r e c o gn i t i on  

o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e .  I t  a l so  i nc lu d es  t h e  us e  o f  J e wi sh -

A m e r i c an  l ob b i es  to  f i gh t  a ga i ns t  r e cogn i t io n  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  

G e n o c id e  b y U S  a u t ho r i t i e s  an d  t h e  Co n gr e s s .  Th e  J e ru sa l em  P os t  

( A r me n i an  G e no c ide ,  4  M a y 2 0 00 )  i n fo r me d  h ow  t he  Is r a e l i  

E mb a ss y i n  W a sh i ng t o n  to ge th e r  wi th  t h e  Am e r i c an  J e wi sh  

c o mmu ni t y h a d  p r ev e n t e d  W as h i n gt on  f r om o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o gn iz in g  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  as  wa s  do n e  to  t h e  J e wi s h  G e no c id e .  

 

In  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  Is r a e l i  go v e rn me n t  ga ve  in  t o  Tu r k i s h  p r es s u r e  a nd  

c a n c e l l ed  a n  i n t e r na t i on a l  c on f e re n c e  o n  gen o c i de  i n  J e r us a l e m  

b e c a us e  t h e  A rm e n ia n  G en oc i d e  w a s  f ea t u r e d  i n  t h e  co n fe r e n c e .  

T h e  c on f e r en c e  w en t  a h ea d  in  an o th e r  v en u e  wi th  mu c h  re d u c ed  
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p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  t h ro ugh  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  P ro f .  I s r a e l  C h ar n y.  In  

1 9 80 ’s ,  Tu r k e y h a d  w a rn e d  Is r a e l  i t  wo u l d  b l oc k  th e  es c ap e  ro a d  

o f  I r a n i an  J e ws  t h ro u gh  i t s  t e r r i t o r y i f  I s r a e l  r e co gn i s ed  th e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e . 38 In  1 99 7 ,  T u rk e y r e f u s ed  to  a cc e p t  t he  

a p po in t m en t  o f  t he  n e w  Is r a e l i  A mb as sa d o r ,  Mi dd l e  E as t  ex p e r t  

E h ud  T o l ed a no ,  b ec a u s e  de c a d es  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1 9 84 ,  he  h a d  m a d e  

r e f e r e nc e s  to  th e  Ar m en i an  G e no c i d e .  

 

D e s p i t e  t h e  Is r a e l i  go v e r nm en t ' s  d en i a l  o f  t h e  Ar m e n i a n  

G e n o c id e ,  m a n y p a s s i on a t e  d e f en d er s  o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e  

h a v e  b e en  J e wi s h  sc h o l a r s  an d  J ew s .  In  19 15 ,  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s on  t ha t  

m a d e  pu b l i c  t h e  p l igh t  o f  t h e  Ar m en i an s  w as  t h e  US  A mba s s ad or  

o f  t he  t im e  H en r i  M o r ge n th a u ,  wh o  wa s  o f  J e wi s h  h e r i t age .  In  

1 9 33 ,  F r anz  W er f e l 39 ( 18 90 - 19 45 )  pu b l i s h ed  h i s  n ov e l  Th e  F o r t y  

D a y s  o f  M us a  Da gh ,  ba s ed  o n  th e  su c ce s s fu l  a t t em pt  b y t h e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  co a s t  o f  t he  M e d i t e r r an ea n  t o  

r e s i s t  t h e  d e po r t a t i o ns  u n t i l  t h e  F r e n ch  N av y s a v ed  t h em.   

 

N o t  a l l  m em b e rs  o f  I s r a e l i  go v e rnm e n t  a r e  d en i e r s  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  In  1 99 5  th e n  Is r a e l i  Fo r e i gn  Min i s t e r  Y oss i  

Be i l in  h a d  us e d  t h e  w o rds  “ Ar m en i a n  G e n o c id e ”  in  t h e  Kn e ss e t .  

O n  2 4  Ap r i l  20 00 ,  I s r a e l i  M in i s t e r  o f  E d uc a t io n  Y os s i  S a r i d ,  

w h i l e  a t t en d in g  th e  A rm e n i an  G en oc ide  c omm e mo r a t i on  in  

J e r us a l em ,  p ro m i s ed  t o  t e a c h  a bo u t  A rm e n i an  Ge no c i d e  i n  Is r a e l i  

s c ho o l s .  T ur k i sh  go v e rnm e n t ’ s  r e s po ns e  wa s  sw i f t .  T h e  Tu r k i sh  
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Fo r e i gn  Min i s t r y  s u mm on ed  Is r a e l ’ s  C h ar ge  d ’a f f a i r es  i n  An k ar a ,  

M os h e  K am hi ,  an d  ex p r ess e d  th e i r  r e ac t i on  t o  S a r i d ’ s  s t a t em e n t s .  

A  f e w w e ek s  l a t e r  o n  M a y 1 0 ,  a t  t h e  In d ep e nd e n ce  D a y r e c e p t io n  

a t  t h e  Is r a e l i  E mb as s y i n  An k a ra ,  T urk i s h  o f f i c i a l s  s t a ye d  a w a y 

f r om  t h e  r e c ep t io n  i n  p ro t e s t .  D ep u t y P r i me  M in i s t e r  H usa m et t i n  

O z k a n  ha d  s i gn e d  a  d e c re e  r ec om me nd i n g  t ha t  go v er nm e n t  

m in i s t e r s  d o  no t  a t t e n d  th e  f un c t io n .   

 

In  J un e  2 00 0 ,  1 26  Je w i s h  G en o c i d e  s ch o l a r s  an d  su r v iv o rs ,  i n  a  

h a l f  p a ge  a dv e r t i s em e n t  i n  t he  N ew  Y or k  T i m es ,  u r ged  W es t e r n  

d e mo c r a c i es  t o  r e co gn iz e  t h e  A rm en i an  G en o c id e . 40 

 

T h es e  fa c t s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  d esp i t e  t h e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  m any J e wi sh  

ge n o c id e  s ch o l a r s ,  t h e  Is r a e l i  go ve r nme n t  h as  a c t i v e l y b e e n  

i nv o l ve d  in  ge no c id e  d e n i a l .  In  s om e  w a y,  I s r a e l  h a s  t o  co m e t o  

t e rm s  wi t h  th e  r e c ogn i t io n  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  G e no c i d e  a nd  s ep a r a t e  

i t s  p o l i t i ca l  and  mi l i t a ry s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  w i th  T u rk ey f r o m t h e  

m o ra l  a nd  e th i ca l  i s su e  o f  t h e  r e c o gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  A rm en ian  

G e n o c id e .   

 
 
2.5.3 Denial in Australia 
 
 

 
In  A u s t ra l i a  a s  e l s ew h ere ,  t he  Tu rk i s h  E mb a ss y i s  t h e  d r iv in g  

f o r c e  b eh in d  e f fo r t s  t o  d en y t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e  wi th  e a ge r  

p a r t i c ip a t i o n  o f  t h e  T urk i sh  com mu ni ty .  In  a  l e t t e r  t o  T he  
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A u s t r a l i an  t he  Tu rk i s h  am b as s ad or  i n  C an be r r a ,  O rh an  Ak a ,  

c o m pl a i n i n g  ab ou t  t h e  c on t e n t  o f  a n  a r t i c l e  t h a t  h a d  ap p ea r e d  i n  

t h e  p ap e r ,  q u a l i f i ed  t h e  A rm en i an  G en o c i d e  as  “ a  p i e c e  o f  

A r m en i a n  p ro p a ga nd a ” . 41 

P ro f  Co l i n  T a t z ,  wh i l e  h e ad in g  t h e  C om p ar a t iv e  Geno c ide  S tu d i es  

C e n t r e  i n  M a cq ua r i e  U n iv e r s i t y ,  w a s  th e  s ub j ec t  o f  Tu rk i s h  

d ip lom a t i c  p re s s u re .  In  a n  i n t e r v i e w wi th  S BS  M el bo ur n e  R a d io  

i n  19 96 ,  P r o f .  T a t z  s a i d :   

" W h e n  I  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t e a c h i n g  a  c o u r s e  c a l l e d  T h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  

G e n o c i d e  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  go v e r n me n t  a r r i ve d  o n  my  d o o r s t e p  

t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  A mb a s s a d o r  w h o  w a n t e d  a n  u r ge n t  

a p p o i n t me n t .  H e  ma d e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  t h r e a t e n i n g  n o i s e s  l i k e ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y  

r e a s o n  w h y  h e  s h o u l d  n o t  t e l l  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  M a c q u a r i e  U n i ve r s i t y  w a s  

a  p r o p a ga n d a  i n s t i t u t i o n ?  H e  t o o k  s e r i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a  n e w s p a p e r  

r e p o r t  t h a t  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  t e a c h  a b o u t  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  a n d  t h e  A r me n i a n  

G e n o c i d e .   

“ I  p e r s u a d e d  h i m ,  s i n c e  h e  f e l t  s o  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  t h e  ma t t e r ,  h e  s h o u l d  

s e n d  u s  a  T u r k i s h  s c h o l a r  w h o  s p o ke  E n g l i s h  a n d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  O t t o ma n  E mp i r e  a r c h i ve s ,  w h i c h  t h e  g o ve r n me n t  c l a i me d  

h a d  b e e n  o p e n e d ,  t o  c o me  i n t o  my  c l a s s  i n  f r o n t  o f  my  s t u d e n t s  a n d  

p r e s e n t  t h e  T u r k i s h  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  T h e y  s e n t  s o me b o d y  w h o  w a s  n o t  

r e a l l y  a  s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  gu y  ma d e  r e a l l y  a n  i d i o t  o f  

h i ms e l f  a n d  f i n a l l y  a d mi t t e d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  h e  kn e w  ma y  b e  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  

A r me n i a n s  d i e d  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  T u r ks  b u t  h e  s a i d  t h i s  w a s  i n  a  

c i v i l  w a r " . 42  
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T u rk i s h  o r ga n i s a t i on s  a l s o  pa r t i c ip a t ed  in  t he  d e n i a l  o f  t he  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  In  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  F in an c ia l  R e v i e w ,  t h e  

p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n i on  o f  A us t r a l i an  Fr i en ds  o f  T u rk e y,  H a r r y 

B l a c k l e y,  c o m pl a i ne d  ab ou t  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  p ap e r ,  t hu s :  " In  n o  

w a y can  i t  b e  con s id e red  geno c id e  t o  a t t emp t  t o  qu e l l  a  r eb e l l i on  

l e d  b y m i l i t a n t  op po n en t s  o f  a  s ov e r e ign  s t a t e " . 43  

 

In  2 0 0 0 ,  S BS  R ad io  c e l eb r a t e d  i t s  2 5 t h  a nn iv e r s a r y.  A s  pa r t  o f  t h e  

c e l eb r a t i o ns ,  a  c omm em o r a t i v e  bo ok l e t  wa s  p r in t ed  t h e  fo l l o wi n g  

ye a r  w i th  i n f o rm at io n  o n  e a ch  l an gu a ge  g r o up .  A  b r i e f  h i s to r y o f  

t h e  c omm uni t y a n d  i n fo rm at io n  a bo u t  t h e  p a r t i cu l a r  l an gua ge  

p r o gr am  wa s  a l so  i n c lu d ed .  S i mi l a r  i n f o rm a t io n  w as  a l so  p l a c ed  

o n  S BS  R ad i o ’ s  w eb s i t e .    

 

T h e  T ur k i sh  c om mu ni t y t o ok  o f f en c e  t o  t h e  t ex t  o f  t he  Ar m en i an  

l a n gu a ge  p ro gr a m w h ic h  I  w r o t e ,  an d  s t a r t ed  a  f r a n t i c  and  

o r c h es t r a t e d  c am p ai gn  t o  de s t r o y t h e  25 t h  an n i ve r s a r y b o ok l e t ,  

a n d  c h an ge  t h e  wo rd in g  o f  t h e  A rm e n ia n  en t r y o n  S BS  R ad io ’ s  

w e b s i t e .  Th e  o f fe nd in g  e n t r y i s  r ep r od u c ed  i n  b r a c k e t s  i n  s e c t i o n  

3 . 2 . 1  ( Ar m en i a ns  i n  Au s t r a l i a ) .   

 

Fo r  m on ths  t h e  S BS  s wi t c hb o ar d  r e c e i v ed  ca l l s  f rom  t h e  T u rk i s h  

c o mmu ni t y,  l e t t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  S BS  Bo a r d  an d  m an a ge m e n t .  

A r t i c l e s  w e re  wr i t t en  i n  a  T urk i sh  l angu age  n e ws p ap e r  i n  S yd n e y 
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a c c u s in g  S BS  o f  b ac k i n g  “ A rm en i a n  a l l e ga t i on s”  an d  a c c us i n g  

S BS  o f  “ i r r e sp on s ib i l i t y”  (Y or u m,  1 2  M a r c h  20 01 ) .  

 

T h e  a r t i c l e s  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  a c cus a t i o ns  a ga i ns t  Tu rk s  w e r e  

“ p o l i t i c a l l y  m ot iv a t e d ”  an d  th e y w e r e  a ga i ns t  S BS ’s  Co d e  o f  

P r a c t i c e .  A l t ho u gh  n o wh e r e  i n  S BS ’s  C od e  o f  P r a c t i ce  i s  

c e n so rs h i p  o r  h i s to r i c a l  r e v i s io n i sm co n do ne d .   

 

T h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  T u rk i s h  p ap e r  c l a im e d  t h a t  t h e  Ar m en i a n  e n t r y 

w a s  b as e l e s s ,  f ab r i c a t ed  an d  hu r t f u l  t o  t h e  Tu r k i s h  c omm un i t y 

a n d  so c i e t y.  B o t h  a r t i c l e s  m en t i o n ed  t h a t  t h e  25 t h  an n iv e r s a r y 

b o ok l e t  h a s  no t  be en  d i s t r i b u t ed  ye t ,  wh i ch  m e an s  t h a t  t h e  n e ws  

w a s  l e ak ed  f rom  i ns id e  S BS .  I  a l so  h ea r d  t h a t  m y T u r k i sh  

c o l l e a gu es  a t  S BS  h a d  a c c us ed  m e  o f  s p r e ad i n g  Ar m en i an  

p r op a ga n d a .   S i n c e  t h a t  i n c id e n t ,  t h e y  h av e  av o id e d  m e  l i k e  

p l a gu e .  I  gu e s s  I  a m  a  c on s t an t  r emi nd e r  t o  t h em o f  a  d a r k  p a ge  

o f  t he i r  h i s to r y t h a t  t he y w a n t  t o  co ver - u p  a nd  f o r ge t  a t  a l l  co s t . 44  

 

T h e  a bo v e  ex amp l es  i nd i c a t e  t h e  a c t i ve  c am p a i gn  b y t h e  T u rk i s h  

E mb a ss y a n d  c ommu ni t y i n  u s i n g  th e  m e d i a  f o r  t h e i r  a ge n d a  o f  

d e n i a l  i n  Au s t r a l i a .  A n y a r t i c l e  w r i t t en  i n  a  n e ws p ap e r  on  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  d r aw s  i m m e di a t e  r e a c t i on s  f ro m  t h e  Tu r k i sh  

E mb a ss y a n d  T ur k i s h  o r ga n i s a t io ns  o r  i n d i v id u a l s .  T hu s  

j ou r na l i s t s  h a ve  o p t e d  fo r  t he  s a f e  p r ac t i c e  o f  i n c lu d in g  T u rk i s h  

v e r s io n  o f  e v en t s  o r  u s in g  t h e  wo r d  “ a l l e ge d ” .  As  l on g  a s  t h e  s e ed  



 

 

 

67

o f  d ou b t  i s  i n c lu d ed  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  T ur k s  a r e  p l e as e d  a nd  w i l l  n o t  

c o mpl a in .  Th i s  w as  n o t  a l w a ys  t h e  ca se  e sp e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  

e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s .  Th e  m as s a c r e s  a nd  t h e  

ge n o c id e  o f  A rm e n i a ns  w e r e  r e po r t e d  w i t ho u t  a mb i guo us  t e rm s  t o  

m in i mi s e  o r  j u s t i f y  t h e  c r im es  com mi t t ed  b y T u rk i sh  au t ho r i t i e s .   

 
 

2.5.4 Denial reports during WWI 
 
 
T h e r e  a r e  tw o  t yp e s  o f  d e n i a l  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  o f  

W W I.  T h e  f i r s t  on e  c on c e rn s  a r t i c l e s  on  t h e  m a ss a c r es ,  wh i ch  

w e r e  d i r e c t l y  d e n i ed  b y T u r k i sh  o r  G er m an  go ve r nm en t  o f f i c i a l s  

a n d  r e p r in t e d  wi th ou t  mu ch  co nv i c t i on  b y t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  

j ou r na l i s t s .  Th e  s ec o nd  o n es  w e r e  th os e  d e n i a l s  f rom  s to r i es  t h a t  

o r i g i n a t ed  f rom  T ur k e y;  A us t r a l i an  j ou r n a l i s t s  r ep r i n t ed  t h em 

u n co ns c io us l y u s i ng  t h e  s am e  t e rm in o l o g y t h e  T ur k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  w as  u s i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  i t s  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Ar me n i ans .  

In  t h e s e  r e po r t s ,  A rm e n i an s  w e r e  m a in l y p o r t r a ye d  a s  r e be l s  an d  

s om e  s e l f  d e f en c e  i n c id e n t s  a s  r e b e l l i on s .    

 

T h e  f i r s t  c a s e  o f  d i r e c t  d en i a l  a pp e a r ed  on  2 9  S e p t em be r  1 9 15 .  

T h e  G e rm a n  am b ass a do r  in  W as h in g t on ,  Co un t  vo n  Be rn s t o r f f ,  

h a d  d e c l a r ed  t h a t :  “ A l l  t h e  r ep or t s  o f  A r m en i a n  a t r o c i t i e s  a r e  

p u r e  i n ve n t i on s ” .   
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Table 1  Titles of articles that appeared in the newspapers on 29 September 1915 

Title of Articles Newspaper 
Armenian Atrocities. German Diplomat’s Denial Age 
Armenian Massacres. Denied by Bernstorff. Argus  
The Armenian Horrors. Count Bernstorff’s Denial Brisbane Courier 
Whitewashing the Turks  Register  
Armenian Atrocities Sydney Morning Herald 

 
S M H  a nd  BC r ep o r t e d  C ou n t  Be r ns to r f f ’ s  d en i a l  i n  a  sh o r t  

p a r a g r a ph .  Th e  R e g i s t er  o n  th e  o t h e r  ha n d  d i d  no t  h id e  i t s  d i s gus t  

o f  C ou n t  Be r ns t o r f f ’ s  s t a t e me n t .  I t  h ad  t h e  sh o r t es t  p a r ag r a p h ,  

o n l y f o u r  l i ne s  wi th  a  t i t l e  t h a t  r e ve a l e d  ex a c t l y  w h a t  t h ey  

t ho u gh t  a bo u t  t he  de n i a l  o f  Tu r k i s h  mas s a c r e s .  I t  a pp e a r ed  t h a t  

C ou n t  Ber ns to r f f ’ s  d e n i a l  h a d  r e a l l y  t ou c h ed  s om e n e rv es  a t  t h e  

R e g i s t er ’ s  ed i to r i a l  d es k  s i nc e  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t he  

s a m e  d a y,  t h e  s u b j ec t  o f  C o un t  B e rn s to r f f ’ s  d e n i a l  w a s  d i s cu ss ed .  

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  s a i d :  "T h e  i r r ep r es s ib l e  A m ba ss a do r  no w  giv e s  a  

p o i n t -b l an k  de n i a l  t o  th e  r e po r t s  o f  A rm e n i an  a t ro c i t i e s !  N o  

b r az en  l i e s ,  h o we ve r ,  ca n  r e fu t e  t h e  c i r cu ms t a n t i a l  a c co un t s  o f  

h o r ro r s  u ns u rp as s ed  ev e n  b y t h e  ap os t l e s  o f  ' ku l t u r '  i n  Be l g i um ” 45 

T h e  R eg i s t e r ’ s  r e a c t io n  an d  e d i t o r i a l  w a s  e v i d en c e  o f  Aus t ra l i an  

p r e s s ’  ho s t i l e  r e ac t i on  t o  r ep o r t s  o f  d en i a l .   

 

In  ad d i t i o n ,  f rom th e  t i t l e s  o f  t h os e  a r t i c l e s  i t  w a s  ob v iou s  t h a t  

t h e  p ap e rs  w e r e  r e po r t i n g  t h e  n e ws  w i th o u t  a n y c o n v i c t i on  o f  t h e  

v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  G e rm a n  Am b ass a do r ’ s  d e c l a r a t i o n .  G e rm an y,  t h e  

a r ch en em y o f  t h e  A l l i e s  accus e d  o f  com mi t t i n g  w a r  c r im es ,  w as  

n o t  i n  a  mo r a l  p os i t i o n  t o  d en y i t s  a l l y’ s  c r i me s .  De n yi n g  t h e  

u n de n i a b l e  w as  u nbe l i e v ab le .  
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C ou n t  Ber ns to r f f ’ s  d e n i a l  f i r s t  ap p e ar ed  i n  t h e  N ew Y or k  T i m es  o n  

t w o  co ns e c u t i v e  days  2 8  an d  29  S ep t em b er  1 9 15 .  F ro m New  Y or k  

T i m es  i t  w as  c l e a r  t h e  G er ma n  A mb as sa d o r  h ad  m ad e  h i s  

s t a t em en t  i n  a  l e t t e r  r e p l yi n g  t o  Mi r an  S ev as l y o f  Bo s to n .  

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  New  Y or k  T i mes ,  Se va s l y w a s  t h e  Ch a i rm a n  o f  

t h e  Ex e c u t i v e  C omm i t t e e  o f  t h e  N a t ion a l  D e fe ns e  Un i on  o f  

A m e r i c a .  P ro b ab l y h e  w as  a n  A rm e n i an  s in c e  Mi h ra n  i s  a  n am e  

u s ed  b y A r m e n i an s  a n d  Se v as l y i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p ro b ab l y h e  

o r i g i n a t ed  f rom  t h e  c i t y  o f  S i v as .  

 

T h e  in d i r e c t  d en i a l  m a in l y a p p e a r e d  wh e n  A rm e n i an s  w e re  c a l l ed  

r e b e l s  o r  wh e n  c as es  o f  s e l f -d e f e nc e  we r e  de s c r ib e d  a s  r eb e l l i on s .  

T u rk i s h  a u th o r i t i e s  u n t i l  t od a y j u s t i f y  t h e  ge no c i d e  b y a c c u s i n g  

A r m en i a ns  o f  b e i n g  r e b e l s .  Th e s e  a r t i c l e s  d id  n o t  h a ve  an  

A u s t r a l i a n  co n t e n t  a n d  w e r e  r ep r in t s  o f  ov e r s e a s  c ab l e s .  O b v i ous  

ex a m pl e s  w e re  t h e  r e p o r t s  t ha t  a pp e a re d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  pa p e rs  

o n  2 1  J un e  1 91 5 .  S ix  d a ys  e a r l i e r ,  1 5  J un e  1 91 5 ,  T u rk i sh  

a u th o r i t i e s  h ad  h ange d  20  Ar m en i a ns  i n  C on s t an t in op l e ,  i n  f ro n t  

o f  t he  M in i s t r y  o f  W a r .   

 
Table 2     Titles of articles that appeared in the newspapers on 21 June 1915 

Title of Article Newspaper
Armenian Plotters Executed Age 
Armenian Independence, Alleged Intriguers Shot by Turks Argus 
Independent Armenia, 20 Armenians Executed Brisbane Courier 
Trouble in Constantinople, Alleged American (sic) intrigue Mercury 
Armenians Executed Register Adelaide 
Constantinople, Armenians Executed Sydney Morning Herald 
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A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  r e po r t e d  t h e  s t o r y o f  t h e  h a n gi n gs  c i t i n g  

a s  t he i r  so u r c e  F ran k fu r t er  Z e i t un g .  Ge r m an y a s  a n  a l l y  o f  

T u rk e y,  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  g i ve n  a  f ac tu a l  a cc ou n t  o f  t h e  eve n t s ,  

h o w ev e r  t h i s  w as  no t  un us u a l  s i n ce  t he  A us t r a l i a n  p r es s  o f t e n  

r e p o r t ed  t h e  o f f i c i a l  com mu ni qu és  o f  t h e i r  en e mi es  o n  t h e  

c o nd u c t  o f  w a r ,  wh i c h  c on t r a d i c t ed  o f f i c i a l  B r i t i s h  r ep o r t s .  T h e  

ex e c u t i on  w a s  p a r t  o f  t he  “T u rk i sh  m eth o d”  t o  ex t e rmi n a t e  t h e  

A r m en i a ns ,  a nd  h ap p en e d  in  t h e  i n i t i a l  p h as e  o f  t h e  ge n oc i d e  

w h e n  t h e  Tu r k i s h  go v e rnm e n t  m ad e  a  c o n c er t ed  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v en t  

a n y d a n ge r  o f  r e s i s t a n ce  b y e l im in a t i ng  t h e  A rm en i an  l e ad e r sh i p  

f i r s t .  

 

A n o t he r  a t t e n t i on  gr a b b in g  d en i a l  a ppe a r e d  in  t he  p a p e rs  o n  23  

O c to b e r  19 15 .   R e ga r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  h e ad l i ne s ,  t h e  ne w sp ap e r s  f i r s t  

r e p o r t ed  t h e  s t a t eme n t  o f  t h e  Tu r k i s h  E mb a ss y i n  W a sh i ng t o n ,  

a c c u s in g  t h e  R u ss i a n s  o f  c om m i t t i n g  a t ro c i t i e s  a ga i n s t  t h e  T u rk s ,  

t h e y a l s o  a c cu s ed  A r m en i a ns  o f  “ to r tu r in g  Tu r ks  w h en ev e r  

p os s i b l e ” .   

 

“ A r m en i a ns ”  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  T u rk i sh  Em b as s y “ p i e r c e  t h e  

c h e e ks  o f  T ur k i sh  b a b i es  s o  t h a t  t h e y w i l l  s t a r v e  t o  d e a t h” .  W h i l e  

t h e  gen oc id e  aga i ns t  t h e  A rm e n i an s  was  i n  fu l l  mo t io n ,  t h e  

T u rk i s h  Em bass y w a s  n o t  ev en  ab l e  t o  co m e up  w i th  a  c r ed ib l e  

ex c us e  f o r  t h e  ex t e r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm en i an s .  
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Table 3    Titles of articles that appeared in the newspapers on 23 October 1915 

Title of Article Newspaper 
Massacre of Armenians, Counter Allegations by Turks AGE 
Million Armenians Exiled, Turks Make Counter Charges ARG 
Over 1,000,000 Armenians Exiled, Three-Quarters killed or enslaved by Turks  BC 
Armenian Atrocities, Over 1,000,000 Exiled, Three-fourths Massacred  MCY 
Turkish Accusations REG 
Armenians. Over a Million Exiled SMH 
 
 

A l l  o f  t h e  n e ws p ape r s  r e po r t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  s t o r y t h a t :  

“ U n of f i c i a l  r e po r t s  r e a ch i n g  W as h i n g to n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  ove r  

1 , 00 0 , 00 0  A rm en ian s  h av e  b e e n  ex i l ed ,  o f  wh i c h  th r e e - qua r t e r s  

w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  en s l a v e d  b y t h e  Tu rk s ” .  Th e  t i t l e s  o f  mos t  o f  t h e  

a r t i c l e s ,  a l s o  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  p a r a g r ap h  r em in d ed  r e a d er s  o f  t he  

e n o rm i t y o f  t h e  c r i m e s  a ga i n s t  t h e  A rm e n i an s ,  wh i c h  i nd i c a t e d  

t h a t  A us t r a l i an  jo u r n a l i s t s  d i d  no t  be l i e v e  t h e  d en i a l  f rom  t he  

T u rk i s h  Em ba ss y.  T h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  MCY  w a s  qu i t e  e l oq u en t  a nd  

d i d  n o t  l e av e  a n y d o u b t  o f  wh o  w as  com m i t t i n g  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s .  

 

I f  t h e re  w er e  m an y o f f i c i a l  s t a t em e n t s  o f  d e n i a l  f r om  T urk i s h  o r  

G e r m an  gov e rn me n t a l  s ou r c es ,  on l y t he  a bo v e- m en t io n ed  t h re e  

a p p e ar e d  in  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  p r es s .  On e  o b v io us  re a so n  f o r  t h i s  

r e lu c t an c e  mi gh t  ha v e  b e e n  t h a t  e d i to r s  an d  j ou r n a l i s t s  d i d  no t  

b e l i ev e  t he  s to r i e s  o f  d e n i a l  f r om  T urk i s h  a nd  G e rm a n  sou r c e s .  In  

t h e  f l oo d  o f  r ep o r t s  o f  Tu r k i s h  a t r o c i t i e s ,  t h e  f e w d en ia l s  

p r ob a b l y h a d  th e  op p os i t e  e f f e c t  an d  s om e ho w s t r en g t hen e d  th e  

v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  n e ws  r ep or t s  o n  t h e  ex t e r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm en i an s .  

D u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  W W I t h e  ex t e rmi n a t io n  o f  A rm e n i an s  wa s  s o  

e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  den i a l  c a mp a i gn  w a s  f r u i t l e s s .  In  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  
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e v i d e nc e  t h a t  A us t ra l i a n  p r es s  o r  t he  pu b l i c  a c c ep t e d  Tu rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  d en i a l  o r  i t s  ve r s i on  o f  ev e n t s  r e ga r d in g  th e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  R e ga r d l es s  o f  t h e  d e n i a l  c amp a i gn ,  a r t i c l e s  

c o n t i nu e d  to  ap pe a r  in  th e  p a p er s  r e ga r d in g  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns  an d  th e  p l i gh t  o f  r e f u ge es .  

 

A s  ex pe c t e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e po r t s  o f  d e n i a l  co min g  f ro m 

A u s t r a l i a ,  no  a r t i c l e s  o r  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i t o r  d e n yi n g  t h e  v e rac i t y  

o f  t he  p r i n t e d  r ep or t s ,  n o  “ a l l e ge d ”  t ag  a t t a c h ed  t o  t h e  r ep o r t s  a s  

i t  o f t en  h ap p en s  t od a y.  W i t h  A us t r a l i a  a t  w a r  wi t h  Tu r k ey ,  t h e r e  

w a s  n o  Tu rk i s h  r ep r e s e n t a t i on  i n  Au s t r a l i a  an d  t h e  sm al l  n um b er  

o f  T u rk s  l i v i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  c ons i d e r e d  as  en em y s u b j e c t s  a nd  

w o u l d  no t  h a v e  d a re d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  a c t i o ns  o f  t h e  Y ou n g  T u rk  

go v e rnm en t .  A no the r  s t ro n g  rea so n  w as  t h e  i mp os s ib i l i t y  o f  

d e n i a l  o f  a  c r im e  on  s u ch  a  ma ss iv e  s ca l e  w h i l e  i t  wa s  h ap p en in g .  

A s  s t a t e d  b e fo r e ,  de n i a l  o f  t h e  A rm e n ia n  G en oc id e  i n  Au s t r a l i a  i s  

a  n e w t r en d  a nd  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t r eng t h e n in g  o f  t h e  T urk i s h  

c o mmu ni t y s i n c e  19 6 0’ s .   

 

2.6 Conclusion 
 

 
F o r  Ar m en i a ns ,  t h e  e v en t s  o f  W W I a r e  a  c l e a r  c as e  o f  geno c i d e ,  

a n d  c o r r e sp on d  to  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  UN  G en o c i de  C on v en t i on .  

S t r i k i n g l y t h e  w o rds  u s ed  t o  de s c r ib e  t h e  ge no c i d e  o f  A rme n i ans  

i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  o f  1 91 5 -1 92 3  a r e  as  m e an in gf u l  a s  t h e  

w o r d  ge no c id e  i t s e l f .  T h e y c o n v e ye d  pe r f e c t l y  t o  t h e  r e ade r  t h e  
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m e a n in g  o f  t h e  w ord  ge no c id e  wi th  p ow e r f u l  ex p r e s s i on s  s u ch  as  

“ ex t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ar m en i a n  r a c e ” ,  “ wi p i n g  o u t  A rm en i an s  

f r om  t h e  f a c e  o f  t he  e a r t h ” ,  an d  o th e r  s imi l a r  t e rms .  Pe r ha p s  i n  

t h e  fu tu r e  a no th e r  t e r m wi l l  b e  i n  u s e  t o  de s c r ib e  ge no c i de ,  b u t  

t h e  p r in c i p l e  w i l l  r e m ai n  t h e  s am e ,  wh i c h  i s  t h e  p l a nn e d  

ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  t he  t a rge t ed  g rou p .  

 

A lm os t  a  c en tu r y f ro m th e  ev en t s ,  A rmen i ans  co n t i nu e  t o  

r e m em b er  t h e  ev e n t s  o f  W W I a s  ge no c id e ,  a nd  d em a nd  fo r  

r e c o gn i t i o n  a nd  j u s t i c e .  Th e  T u rk i sh  go v e rnm e n t  co n t i nu es  t o  

d e n y a n y w r o n gd o in g  a nd  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  a c t i o ns  t ak e n  b y t h e  Yo un g  

T u rk  gov e rnm en t  o f  t h e  t im e .  I t  i s  t h i s  ex p l i c i t  and  d e l ibe ra t e  

d e n i a l  o f  t h e  T u rk i s h  go v e rnm e n t  t h a t  s t a nd s  a t  t he  co r e  o f  t he  

A r m en i a n  Tu r k i sh  e n mi t y s in c e  1 91 5 .  A s  l o n g  as  t he  d e n ia l  

co n t i nu e s  t h e  p ro c es s  o f  gen oc id e  w i l l  con t in u e ,  p i t t i n g  

d e s c en da n t s  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a to r s  an d  v i c t i ms  a ga i ns t  e a ch  o th e r .  

 

T o  e f f e c t i v e l y d e n y  th e  A r me n i a n  G eno c id e ,  t h e  Tu r k i s h  

go v e r nm en t  no t  o n ly  d e n i e s  t h e  e ve n t s  o f  W W I,  b u t  a l s o  a c t i v e l y 

r e v i s es  t he  h i s t o r y o f  t he  A rm en i a n  p eo p l e  s t a r t i n g  f ro m i t s  

o r i g i ns  t ho us an ds  o f  ye a r s  a go .  

                                                 
1 www.unhcr.ch/html/menu3/b/p_genoci.htm  
2 www.wiesenthal.com  
3 Leading Armenian political party. 
4 Capital of Armenia. 
5 According to Macquarie Dictionary (Federation Edition, 2001, NSW), “Nemesis” is an agent of retribution or punishment. In 
Classical Greek Mythology, Nemesis was the goddess of retribution or vengeance. 
6 Future war criminals and people accused of genocide will now receive prison sentences and fines from the newly established 
International Criminal Court (www.un.org/law/icc/statute/romefra.htm). 
Endnotes continued on the next page 
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Chapter 3 Armenians under Ottoman Rule 
 
 

3.1 Introduction 
 
 
In  t h e  p r e v io us  ch ap t e r ,  I  d i s cu ss e d  a t  l en g th  t h e  Tu r k i s h  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e  i n  t he  f o rm 

o f  d e n i a l  an d  h i s to r i c a l  r e v i s io n i sm.  In  t h i s  ch a p t e r ,  I  w i l l  b r i e f l y  

i n t ro du c e  t h e  h i s t o r y o f  A rm e n i a n  s e t t l em e n t  i n  Au s t r a l i a ,  

A r m en i a ns  u nd e r  Ot tom a n  r u l e ,  t he  Arm e n i an  Qu es t io n ,  t h e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  19 t h  ce n tu r y,  s e i z u r e  o f  po w e r  b y Y o u n g  Tu rk s  a nd  

t h e  ou t b r e ak  o f  W W I.  

 

In  i t s  e f fo r t s  o f  d en i a l ,  t h e  Tu r k i s h  go v e rnm e n t  h as  no t  o n l y 

a s s au l t ed  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  e v en t s  o f  W W I,  b u t  h a s  a l so  go n e  a s  

f a r  ba c k  in t o  t h e  o r i g i ns  o f  A rm e n i an s  t o  p r ov e  th a t  A rm en i an s  

w e r e  a l s o  f o re i gn ers  t o  t h e  l an d  ha v i ng  m i g r a t ed  f rom  e l se w h e r e  

3 0 00  ye a r s  a go . 1 T he  Tu r k i sh  gov e rn me n t ’ s  W e b  p a ges  d ed i c a t ed  

t o  a n c i en t  A rm en ian  h i s to r y t e s t i f y  t o  t h e i r  ob s es s io n  o f  

ex t i rp a t in g  e v en  the  n am e  “ A rm e n i an ”  f r om th e  h i s t o r y b o o ks .   

 
 

3.2 Armenia and Armenians 
 
 

T h e  h i s to r y o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  p eo p l e  wr i t t en  b y A r m en ia n  a n d  

f o r e i gn  h i s t o r i an s  b e ga n  ap pr ox im at e ly  6 t h  c en t u r y BC .  
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G e o gr a ph i ca l l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l  A rm e n i a  ex t e n d ed  o v er  wh a t  i s  n o w th e  

e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Tu rk e y,  t h e  R e pu b l i c  o f  A rm e n i a ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  

R e pu b l i c  o f  Az e rb a i j a n  a nd  s ou th e rn  pa r t  o f  t h e  R ep ub l i c  o f  

G e o r g i a  an d  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  I r a n .  A rm e n i an s  c a l l  t h em se l v es  

H ye ,  a n d  th e  co un t r y,  H a ya s d a n .  

 

A c c o rd in g  t o  mo d er n  s c ho l a r s ,  t h e  o r ig i n s  o f  A rm en ia ns  c a n  b e  

t r a c ed  b a c k  be tw e en  10 00  –  6 00  BC wi th  t h e  p r oc e s s  o f  

a m a l ga m at io n  an d  u n i f i c a t io n  o f  va r iou s  t r ib e s  l i v i n g  on  t h e  

A r m en i a n  h i gh l a nds .  T he  n a me  A rm en i a  w a s  me n t i on e d  fo r  t he  

f i r s t  t im e ,  e a r l y  i n  s ix th  c e n t u r y BC  in  t h e  Beh i s t un  cu n e i f o rm s  

o f  Kin g  D a r i us  I  ( 5 2 2 -4 86  BC ) .  Th e  g re a t es t  ex p an s i on  o f  

A r m en i a  c am e  un d er  t h e  r u l e  o f  Di k ra n  I I  t h e  Gr e a t  (9 9 -55 BC )  

w h o ,  fo r  a  s ho r t  p e r i od ,  ru l ed  f r om  the  Ca sp i an  to  t h e  

M e d i t e r r an e a n  s e a s .   

 

A c c o rd in g  t o  l e gend ,  t h e  A po s t l e s  Th ad d eu s  a nd  Ba r th o l om e w 

w h o  w e r e  m a r t yr e d  th e r e  i n t r od u c ed  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  t o  Ar m en i a .  

H o w ev e r ,  i t  i s  on l y  i n  3 01 A D th a t  t he  e f f o r t s  o f  S an  Gr e go r y t h e  

I l l u mi n a t o r  b e c am e f r u i t fu l ,  an d  t h e  Ar m en i an  K in g  D r t ad  I I I  

( 2 86 - 33 6A D )  c on v er t ed  t o  C h r i s t i an i t y  a nd  ad op te d  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  

a s  a  s t a t e  r e l i g io n .  T h us  m ak i n g  A rm en i a  t h e  f i r s t  n a t i on  t o  a do p t  

C h r i s t i an i t y  a s  s t a t e  r e l i g i on .  In  2 0 01 ,  A rm e n i an s  c e l e b ra t e d  t h e  

1 7 00 t h  a nn i v e r s a r y  o f  t h i s  e v en t .  To  s t r en g t h en  th e  n e wly  

a d op t ed  r e l i g io n ,  Ar m en i an  s t a t e  an d  c l e r g y j o in ed  fo r c es  t o  
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c r e a t e  t h e  A rm e ni an  a l ph a be t .  A f t e r  a  f e w  a t t e mpt s  i n  4 05 A D,  

S a i n t  M es r op  M as hd o t s  i s  c r e d i t ed  t o  h a v e  in ve n t e d  t h e  A r m en i a n  

a l ph a be t .  Be t w e en  4 2 2A D a nd  4 32 A D,  A rm e n i an  c l e r g y t r a n s l a t e d  

t h e  B ib l e  an d  o t he r  r e l i g io us  w o rks  i n t o  A rm e n i an . 2 

 

 In  6 4 0 AD ,  A r ab s  i n v ad e d  A rm e n i a .  Be t w e en  1 0 - 1 1  c en tu r i es ,  

S e l ju k  Tu rk s  f r om C e n t r a l  A s i a  i nv a de d  Ar m en i a  fo l l o we d  b y t h e  

O t t om an  Tu rk s .  E sc a p in g  t h e  i n va d e rs ,  m a n y A r m e n i a ns  

e s t a b l i sh e d  in  C i l i c i a  an d  i n  10 80  fo rm e d  a  k i n gdo m c a l l e d  Li t t l e  

A r m en i a  t h a t  l a s t e d  so m e t h r ee  c en tu r i e s  u n t i l  i t  f e l l  t o  t he  

i nv a d in g  M am el uk s  i n  1 37 3 .   

 

C e n tu r i e s  o f  oc c upa t i on  an d  h a rds h i p  r e s u l t e d  i n  m ass  mig r a t i o n  

a n d  th e  f o rmi n g  o f  A r m en i a n  c omm un i t i e s  e v en  in  t h e  r em ot e  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  w or ld  i n c lu d in g  Fa r  E a s t  A s i a  an d  Au s t r a l i a .  

 
3.2.1 Armenians in Australia 
 
 
“ T h e  f i r s t  A rm e n i an s  mi g r a t e d  to  A us t r a l i a  i n  th e  18 50 s  d u r i n g  

t h e  go l d  r us h . 3 A r me n i ans  be ga n  t o  m ig r a t e  t o  Au s t r a l i a  f r o m 

t h e i r  ho me l an d  du e  to  p o l i t i c a l  u ph e ava l  an d  o th e r  t r a g i c  e v e n t s  

s u ch  as  t h e  1 89 6  ma s s a c r e s ,  t h e  1 91 5  A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  a nd  t h e  

S e co nd  W o r l d  W a r .  H ow e v e r ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  c a m e  t o  Au s t r a l i a  i n  

t h e  19 60 s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  A rm e n i an s  o f  E g yp t  a f t e r  N ass e r  

c a m e  to  p ow e r  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 70 s ,  f rom  C yp r u s  a f t e r  t h e  
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T u rk i s h  o cc up a t io n  o f  t h e  n o r th e rn  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  i s l an d ,  a n d  f r om 

1 9 75  u n t i l  1 99 2 ,  a  p e r i od  o f  c iv i l  u n r es t  i n  Le b a no n ” . 4 

 

A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  20 0 1  Au s t r a l i a n  c ens us ,  14 ,3 69  p e op le  f r om  5 2  

c o un t r i e s  i n d i c a t e d  th e y h a v e  A rm e n i an  an c e s t r y. 5 Th e  m aj o r i t y  

h a v e  s e t t l e d  i n  S yd n e y w h e r e  t he y h a ve  th r e e  d a i l y  s c h oo l s ,  a  

w e e k l y n e w sp a p er  a n d  c hu r ch e s ,  an d  in  M e lb ou rn e  t wo  Su n da y 

s c ho o l s  an d  tw o  c hu r c h es .  

  

T h e  19 1 1  Au s t r a l i an  c en su s  m e n t i on e d  o n l y t h r e e  A r me n ia n s ,  t wo  

m al e s  a nd  o n e  f em al e .  On e  m al e  f r om  V i c t o r i a ,  a  m a le  and  a  

f e m al e  f r om W A .  Th e s e  t h r e e  i nd iv i dua l s  w e re  m e n t i on e d  in  t he  

c e n su s  as  Ar m en i an s ,  p r ob a b l y b e c a u s e  t he y m e n t i o n ed  A r m en i a  

a s  t he i r  b i r th p l a c e ,  e v en  t ho u gh  A rm en i a  d id  n o t  ex i s t  a t  t h e  t i me  

a s  an  i nd ep e nd e n t  co u n t r y.  T h e  n umb e r  o f  A rm e n i an s  m us t  h av e  

b e e n  mu ch  h i gh er  bu t  t h e y w e r e  h o l d ing  p a s s po r t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

c o un t r i e s  o f  o r i g in -  O t to ma n  T ur k e y,  Pe r s i a ,  Rus s i a  a nd  o t h e r  

c o un t r i e s .  In  d o cum e n t s  k e p t  i n  t h e  Na t i on a l  A r ch i v es :  t h e r e  a r e  

n a m es  o f  a t  l e as t  tw o  A r me n i a n  m a le s  f r om M el bo ur n e .  U n d er  t h e  

t i t l e  Lis t  o f  A l i e n  En e m y  S ub j e c t s  on  Pa ro l e  –  T ur ks 6 w e r e  l i s t e d  

t h e  n am es  o f  H a ro u t iu n  Ba l a k i a n ,  t h e  m os t  no t e d  A rm en ia n  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  a t  t h e  t ime ,  an d  in  t h e  l i s t  o f  Tu rk i s h  Su b j e c t s  i n  

V i c t or i a ,  t he r e  w a s  M eh r a n  P ez i k i an ,  a n o t h e r  Ar m en i a n .   
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R e v .  A r am ai s  Mi rz a i a n  e s t im a t e d  th a t  t h e  n umb e r  o f  A rme n i ans  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  d u r in g  t he  G r e a t  W a r  d i d  no t  “ ex c e ed  3 0  o r  40  i n  e a ch  

o f  S yd n e y a n d  M elb o ur n e ,  w i t h  a  f e w o th e r s  s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  a nd  

t h e r e  i n  o th e r  p l a c es ” . 7 N um e r i c a l l y  A r m e n i an s  w e r e  no t  s t r on g  

e n ou gh  t o  f o r m o r ga n i s ed  co mmu ni t i e s  i n  M el bo u rn e  an d  S yd n e y 

a n d  lo bb y f o r  h e lp  f o r  t h e  s u rv i vo r s  o f  t h e  ge no c i d e .  T h a t  

h um a n i t a r i a n  e f fo r t  w a s  l e f t  t o  c a r i n g  A u s t r a l i a ns .   

 

3.3 Ottoman Turkey and the Armenians 
 
 
 
U n d er  Ot t om an  ru l e  A rm e n i an s  h ad  to  e nd u r e  o f f i c i a l l y  

s a n c t i on e d  d i s c r i min a t io n .  An  im po r t an t  a sp e c t  o f  su bmi ss io n  o f  

A r m en i a n  a nd  o th e r  Ch r i s t i an  po pu l a t i on s  w as  t he  h e a v y t ax es ,  

i n c lu d i n g  t he  t ax  on  t h e  ex emp t io n  o f  m i l i t a r y s e rv i c e .  

C h r i s t i an s ,  a s  ra y a ’ s  ( s l a v es )  a nd  n on- b e l i ev e r s ,  w e r e  no t  a l l ow e d  

t o  b e a r  a rms  o r  s e rv e  i n  t h e  a rm y a n d  h a d  to  p a y s p e c i a l  t ax e s .   

 

K i l l i n gs ,  f o r c e d  c on v e rs i on s ,  k id n ap p in gs  o f  w om e n ,  l o o t i n g  o f  

p r op e r t y i n  W e s t e rn  A rm en i a  w as  a  com mo n  oc c u r r e n c e ,  a s  M r  

H e n r i  M or ga n th a u ,  t h e  US  A mb as s ad or  in  C ons t an t in op l e  ( 1 91 3 -

1 9 16 )  w ro t e  i n  h i s  m em oi r s :  “ Th e  T u rk  ha d  th e  r i gh t  t o  t e s t  t h e  

s h a rp n ess  o f  h i s  s wo r d  up on  t h e  ne c k  o f  an y C h r i s t i an ” . 8 O n e  o f  

t h e  m e th od s  o f  d e s t r o yi n g  A rm e n i a n ,  G r e e k  a nd  o th e r  C hr i s t i an  

r a c e s  i n  t h e  Ot t om an  Emp i r e  o f  1 5 -1 8 t h  c en t u r i es  w as  

“ D e vs h i rm e ”  w h i c h  m e ans  “ co l l e c t i on  o f  ch i ld r en ” .  B y d i r e c t  
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o r d e r s  f r om th e  Su l t a n  t ho us a nd s  o f  Ar m en i an ,  G r ee k  a nd  o t h e r  

C h r i s t i an  ch i ld r en  w e r e  fo r c i b l y c o l l ec t e d  ev e r y ye a r  a n d  s en t  t o  

C on s t an t i n op l e ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  em pi r e ,  w h e r e  t h e y w e r e  

b r ou gh t  up  a s  T ur ks  an d  Mu s l i ms  to  sw e l l  t h e  r an ks  o f  t he  

d r eaded  Y e n i  Ch e r i ,  a  sp ec i a l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t .   

 

W h a t e v e r  t h e  ex c ess e s ,  s ubm i s s io n  t o  t h em w a s  t h e  on l y w a y o f  

s u rv iv a l  fo r  A rm e n i a ns ,  a nd  u p  un t i l  19 1 5 ,  t h e  A r me n i a n  

p o pu l a t i o n  h ad  s u rv iv e d  a nd  w a s  s t i l l  a  m a jo r i t y  i n  t h e  Ar m en i an  

p r ov in c es .   

 

T h e  Ot to ma n  Em pi re  s t a r t ed  i t s  r a p id  de c l i n e  in  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y 

t h a t  w ou l d  a t  a  l a t e r  s t a ge  m ak e  i t  t h e  “ s i c k  m an  o f  E ur ope ” .  T h e  

go v e r nm en t  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  pa ym e n t s  t o  i t s  so ld i e r s ,  p o l i ce  a nd  

go v e r nm en t  em pl o ye e s ,  wh i ch  in  t u rn  l e d  t o  b r ib e  t ak in g ,  r o bb e r y 

a n d  ex c ess e s  du r i ng  t ax  c o l l e c t i o ns .  A t  t h e  w e a k es t  an d  t h e  

l o we s t  s t r a t a  o f  t h e  so c i a l  h i e r a r c h y s t o o d  t h e  C h r i s t i an  

A r m en i a ns ,  As s yr i a n s  a nd  Gr e e ks .  W i t h  no  m e an s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  

t h ems e lv es ,  t h e y w e r e  a t  t he  t o t a l  m e rc y o f  c o r ru p t  f un c t i on a r i e s  

a n d  o f f i c i a l s .  T h e  t i me  o f  h e a v y o p p r es s i on  h a d  a r r i v e d .  In  

r e m o t e  v i l l a ge s ,  m u r d e rs ,  r ap e  a nd  p l u n de r  b e c am e  a  n o rm  an d  

t h e  cen t ra l  go v ernm e n t  w a s  un wi l l i n g  t o  p r o t ec t  t h e  Ch r i s t i an  

p o pu l a t io n .  
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S i n c e  16 39 ,  A rm en i a  w a s  d i v id e d  i n  tw o  p a r t s -  W es t e r n  A r m en i a  

u n de r  O t t om an  ru l e  a nd  E a s t e rn  Ar me n i a  u nd e r  Pe r s i an  ru l e .  

P a ra l l e l  t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  fo r  A rm en ian s  i n  

W es t e r n  A rm en i a ,  n e w  d e ve lo pm en t s  i n  E as t e r n  A rm en i a  w ou ld  

s oo n  c h an ge  t h e  ge o p o l i t i ca l  s i t u a t i on  in  t he  r e g i on  an d  w i t h  

d r a s t i c  im p ac t  on  t h e  Arm en i an  po pu la t i on  u nd e r  O t to m an  ru l e .  

 

F o r  d e c a de s ,  Ar m en i an  l e ad e rs  i n  E as t e rn  A rm en i a  u nd e r t oo k  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  so me  co un t r i e s  o f  Eu rop e ,  m a in l y R u ss i a ,  t o  

s a v e  t h em  f r om  P ers i an  r u l e .  E ar l y 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y a  s uc c e s s f u l  

c a m pa i gn  b y R u ss i a  a ga i n s t  P e r s i a  w as  r ew a r de d  wi t h  t he  T r e a t y 

o f  T u rk me n ch a i  i n  1 8 28 .  P e r s i a  h a nd ed  ov e r  t o  Ru ss i a  t he  

p r ov in c es  o f  Y e r eva n  an d  N ak h i c he v an ,  t wo  p a r c e l s  o f  h i s to r i c a l  

A r m en i a .  A rm e n i ans  s a w t s a r i s t  Rus s i a  a s  a  s av io u r  an d  p r e f e r re d  

t o  l i v e  u nd e r  a  C hr i s t i a n  ru l e r .   M e a nw h i l e  t h e  A rm e n i an  

p o pu l a t io n  in  W e s te r n  A r me n i a  h op e d  t h a t  t h e  d a y w o u l d  c o m e 

w h e n  t h e y w o u ld  be  f r e ed  f r om  O t to ma n  o pp r e s s i on  an d  b e  ru l e d  

b y C h r i s t i a n  R us s i a .  

 

3.3.1 The Armenian Question 
 
 
T h e  ex c ess e s  o f  t h e  O t to ma n  Em pi r e  aga i n s t  t h e  A rm e n i an s  

p r om pt ed  t he  Eu rop e a n  po w e rs  t o  i n t e r v e n e  t hu s  c r e a t i n g  t h e  

A r m en i a n  Q u es t io n .  In  mi d  19 t h  c en t u ry ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n  Que s t i o n  

b e c am e  i n t e rn a t io na l i s ed  as  t h e  d e f enc e  o f  an  o p pr e s s ed  m in or i t y  

a n d  a s  a  h um an  r i gh t s  i s su e .  Ov e r  t h e  n ex t  t h i r t y  ye a r s ,  t h e  Gr e a t  
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P ow e rs  (G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  F r an c e ,  Ge rm an y a n d  R uss i a )  u s ed  t h e  

A r m en i a n  Q u es t io n  in  t he i r  ne go t i a t i on s  wi th  t he  Ot t om an  

E mp i r e .  H ow e v er ,  i t  wa s  no t  ou t  o f  r e a l  co n ce r n  f o r  t h e  f a t e  o f  

A r m en i a ns  b u t  m a in l y f o r  a  b a r ga in i ng  c h ip  fo r  t h e i r  n a t i on a l  

i n t e r es t s  i n  t h e  r e g i on .   

 

D u r i n g  t h e  18 77 -1 87 8  Ru ss o - Tu r k i s h  w a r ,  Ru ss i a n  t r oo ps  u nd e r  

t h e  c omm a nd  o f  A rm e n i an  ge n er a l ,  Lo r i s  M e l ik ov ,  o c cu p ie d  l a r ge  

p a r t s  o f  W es t e r n  Ar m en i a ,  an d  i n  t h e  e n su in g  t r e a t y o f  Sa n  

S t e f an o  ( Fe b ru a r y 1 8 78 )  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  in  a n  i n t e r n a t io n a l  

t r e a t y A r m en i an  g r i e v an c es  w e r e  m en t i on e d  i n  A r t i c l e  16 .  I t  w a s  

t h e  f i r s t  i n s t an c e  wh e n  A rm e n i an s  pu b l i c l y  d e n o un c ed  t h e i r  

t r e a tm e n t  a t  t h e  h an ds  o f  T u rk i sh  ru l e r s ,  a nd  ch os e  t h e  Ru ss i an  

p r o t e c t i on .  T he  Be r l i n  t r ea t y ( J u n e -J u ly  1 8 7 8 ) ,  wh i c h  r ep l a c e d  

t h e  S a n  S t e f a no  th e  a r t i c l e  r e l a t e d  t o  A r m en i a ,  w as  p us he d  d o wn  

t o  nu mb e r  61 .   

 

A f t e r  t h e  R us so - Tur k i s h  W a r  a nd  th e  s i gn in g  o f  t h e  S a n  S t e f an o  

a n d  Be r l in  t r e a t i e s ,  A rm e n i an s  s aw  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  p r o t ec t i on  

o u t s i de  t h e  Tu rk i s h  s t a t e .  Th e  T u rk i sh  l e ad e rs h ip  s a w  in  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  an  a t t e mpt  t o  b re a k  f re e  f ro m 

T u rk i s h  ru l e .  H o wev e r ,  f i v e  c en tu r i e s  a f t e r  l o s in g  i t s  l a s t  

k in gd om ,  A rm en ia ns  d id  n o t  s t r u gg l e  fo r  an  i nd ep e nd e n t  s t a t e ,  

b u t  adm in i s t r a t i v e  r e f o rm s .  T hr ou gh  re f o rm s ,  A r me n i a ns  w a n t e d  

b a s i c  r i gh t s -  s a f e t y  o f  p ro p er t y a n d  l i f e ,  c e as i n g  o f  a l l  so r t s  o f  
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a b us e s ,  k i dn a pp in gs ,  b an d i t r y ,  h e a v y t ax e s ,  w a n t on  k i l l i ngs  a nd  

p e r s ec u t i on s .  T o  a ch i ev e  t h e s e  r e fo rm s  A rm e ni an  l e ad e r s ,  w h o  

s a w  th e ms e l ve s  a s  l o ya l  O t t om an  c i t i z e n s  bu t  d id  n o t  h a ve  a n y 

c o n f id e n c e  i n  T ur k i sh  l e ad e rs h i p ,  ap pe a l ed  t o  ou t s i d e  pow e r s ,  

R us s i a  f o r  i n s t a n c e  w h i ch  w as  a n  e n em y a n d  r i v a l  o f  T u rk e y,  a n d  

C h r i s t i an  E u ro pe a n  p ow e rs ,  m a in l y F r a n c e  an d  En g l an d ,  t o  pu t  

p r e s s u r e  o n  th e  Ot to m an  gov e rn m en t  fo r  r e f o rms .  A rm e n ia n  

i n t en t i ons  t o  a pp e a l  t o  ou t s i de  p o w er s ,  i n  tu rn ,  r a i s ed  T ur k i s h  

s us p i c i on s  o f  pos s ib l e  A rm en i an  t r ea ch e r y.   

 
3.3.2 Abdul Hamid II and the massacres of Armenians  
 
 
T h e  in t e r n a t i on a l i s a t i on  o f  Ar me n i a n  g r i e v an c e s  d id  n o t  a l l e v i a t e  

t h e  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  On  th e  con t ra r y t h e  p e r s e cu t io ns  

i n c r e a s ed .  Th e  sp o ra d i c  k i l l i n gs  o f  A rm e n i an s  b e ca m e s t a t e  

s po ns o r ed  l a r ge - s ca l e  m as sa c r es  u nd er  A bd u l  H am id  I I  ( 1 8 42 -

1 9 18 ) .  In  1 89 1 ,  h e  c r e a t ed  t h e  “H a mid i e ”  sp e c i a l  un i t s  i n  h i s  

n a m e ,  c om po s ed  o f  K u rds  an d  o t h e r  c r i min a l s  t o  s p ea r h e ad  t h e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s .  Be t w ee n  1 894  an d  18 96 ,  i t  w a s  

e s t im a t e d  th a t  2 00 ,0 0 0- 25 0 , 00 0  A rm en i an s  l o s t  t h e i r  l i ve s  i n  

t h es e  m as sa c r es .  Th e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  a nd  Au s t r a l i a n  m e d i a  l a r ge l y 

r e p o r t ed  t h e  b lo od y e v en t s  h ap p en in g  in  A rm en ia .  

 

T u rk i s h  r ev i s ed  h i s t o r y r e f e r s  t o  t h e  ma s s a c r e s  o f  t h e  18 90 ’ s  a s  

a c t s  o f  r e v o l t s ,  d esc r ib in g  th e  v i c t ims  a s  t e r r o r i s t s .  “T h e  f i r s t  

r e v o l t ”  s t a t e s  t h e  se c t i on  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  1 89 0 ’s  m ass a c r e s  i n  t h e  
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T u rk i s h  F o re i gn  Min i s t r y’ s  w e bs i t e  “ ca m e  a t  E rz e r um  i n  1 8 90 .  I t  

w a s  f o l l o w ed  b y t he  K um k a p i  r i o t s  i n  Is t a n b u l  t h e  s am e  ye a r ,  a nd  

t h en  r i s i n gs  i n  K a ys e r i ,  Y oz ga t ,  C o rum  an d  M erz i f on  i n  1 8 92 -

1 8 93 ,  i n  S a su n  in  18 9 4 ,  t h e  Ze yt u n  r e vo l t  a nd  t h e  A rm en ia n  r a id  

o n  th e  Su b l i m e  P o r t e  i n  1 89 6 ,  t h e  S e co n d  S as un  r ev o l t  i n  1 90 3 ,  

t h e  a t t emp t ed  a s s a s s in a t io n  o f  S u l t an  A b du l  H ami d  I I  i n  1 9 05 ,  

a n d  th e  A d an a  r e vo l t  i n  19 09 ” . 9  T h e  ab o ve -m e n t i on e d  lo ca l i t i e s  

w e r e  t he  s c e n es  o f  w i de sp r e ad  m a ss a c r e s  o f  A rm e n i an s .  

 

A t  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  W W I,  t h e  m as s a c r es  o f  A bd u l  H a mid  I I  ( 1 8 9 4 -

1 8 96 )  w e re  s t i l l  f r e s h  i n  t he  mi nd s  o f  A u s t r a l i an  ed i t o r s ,  w h o  

r e gu l a r l y  m a d e  r e fe r e n c es  t o  e p i s od e s  o f  t he s e  e a r l y  m a ssa c r e s .  

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  R EG 10 d i s c uss e d  t h e  c u r re n t  m as s ac r e s ,  m ad e  

r e f e r e nc e  t o  t h e  p re v i o us  m as s ac r e s  an d  s t a t e d  t h a t :  “ In  1 8 95 ,  b y 

t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  Su l t an ,  100 , 00 0  A rm en ia ns  o f  b o th  

s ex es  w e r e  s l a i n  i n  c o l d  b lo od  be c a use  A bd u l  H am id  f e a re d  t h a t  

t h e  l i t t l e  na t i o n a l i t y  w a s  b e co min g  d i s a f f ec t ed  t o w a rd s  h i s  

d e sp o t i c  au t ho r i t y” .   

 

T w o  w e ek s  l a t e r  t he  A GE  i n  a  l o n g  a r t i c l e  d e d i c a t ed  t o  t he  

m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  o f  Ha d j i n  “ r ep o r t s  

1 8 95  ( t h e  ye a r  o f  t h e  i n f a mo us  m as s ac r e )  co nd i t i on s  as  p r e v a i l i n g  

t h e r e ” . 11 
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A  w e ek  l a t e r ,  t h e  RE G  a f t e r  r ep o r t i n g  t h e  m a ss a c r es  o f  Sas so on ,  

i n  a  s e pa r a t e  p a r a gr a p h  ga v e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  m as sa c r es  o f  1 8 94 :   

 

“ T h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  S a s s o o n ,  i n  A s i a  M i n o r ,  w a s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  f e a r f u l  

ma s s a c r e s  i n  1 8 9 4 ,  w h e n  T u r k i s h  r e g u l a r  s o l d i e r s  i n  o n e  v i l l a g e  

d e s t r o y e d  3 0 0  A r me n i a n  h o u s e s ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  2 5  s t a n d i n g .  W h e n  t h e  

a f f l i c t e d  p e o p l e  r e t a l i a t e d  a  w h o l e s a l e  b u t c h e r y  a n d  r a p i n e  f o l l o w e d ,  

i n  w h i c h  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  w h i l e  ma n y  mo r e  

w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  mo s t  c r u e l  a t r o c i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  w o me n  w e r e  

i mp r e s s e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l e s t  s l a v e r y” . 12 

 

T h e  A RG  i n  No v emb e r  o f  t h e  s am e  ye a r ,  a t  t h e  en d  o f  a  l on g  

a r t i c l e  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  m a ss a c r e  o f  A rm e n i an s  s t a t e d :  

 

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  e x c u s e  w h a t e v e r  u p o n  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  

T u r k i s h  g o ve r n me n t ’ s  a c t i o n .  I t  w a s  s i mp l y  a n  a t t e mp t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

t h e  ma x i m o n c e  e n u n c i a t e d  b y  t h e  S u l t a n  A b d u l  H a mi d  t h a t  “ t h e  w a y  

t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n s ” .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  f a r  mo r e  t h o r o u gh l y  a n d  w i t h  f a r  mo r e  

b l o o d t h i r s t y  c o mp l e t e n e s s  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  h e a d s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  

g o v e r n me n t  t h a n  e ve r  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  t i me  o f  A b d u l  H a mi d ” . 13 

 

In  Fe b r u a r y o f  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  ye a r ,  w h i l e  g iv in g  i n fo rm at i on  o f  

t w o  t o wns  i n  Tu r k i s h  A rm e n i a ,  M us h  a n d  S iv a s  MCY  s t a t ed :  

“ M us h  h as  a  p op u l a t i o n  o f  2 0 , 00 0 ,  p a r t l y  M o h amm e da ns  an d  

p a r t l y  A r m e n i a n  Ch r i s t i a ns .  T he  s u r ro u nd i n g  co un t r y w a s  t he  

s c e n e  o f  a  Tu r k i s h  m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns  b y K u r ds  a nd  T u rk s  i n  
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1 8 94 ,  an d  du r in g  t he  p r es en t  w a r  t h e re  h av e  b e e n  s imi l a r  

m a ss a c re s  i n  t h e  mo u n t a in s  o f  S a su n ,  a b ou t  20  mi l e s  so u th  o f  

M us h ,  an d  e l s ew h er e  i n  t h i s  r e g io n ” .  W r i t i n g  ab ou t  S iv as  t h e  

p a p e r  s t a t ed :  “ I t  wa s  t he  s c e n e  o f  a  ma s s a c r e  o f  A rm e ni an s  i n  

1 8 95 ” . 14 

 

A f t e r  t h e  R us s i an  v i c t o r y a t  E rz e r um ,  w h ic h  w as  co ns id e re d  t h e  

m ai n  c i t y  i n  Tu r k i sh  A rm en ia  an d  h a i l e d  b y t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  

a s  d e l iv e r an c e  o f  Ar m en i an s  f rom  Tu rk i s h  mi s r u l e  a nd  

o p pr e s s i on ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  A rg us  s t a t ed :  “ Th e  h i s to ry  o f  

A r m en i a  i s  a  l o n g  t r a ge d y.  Fo r  c en tu r i e s  h a v e  i t s  p eo p l e  b e e n  

o p pr e s s ed .  M an y m i l l i on s  o f  i t s  i n h ab i t a n t s  h a v e  b ee n  m as s a c r e d  

i n  c i r c ums t an c es  o f  ex t r ao r d in a r y c r u e l t y  b y t h e  Tu r ks .  Fo r  t he  

l a s t  h a l f - ce n t u r y n o  ye a r  h as  p a s s e d  w i t ho u t  w ho l es a l e  

m a ss a c re s… . I t  w a s  t h e  a w fu l  an d  o r gan i s e d  c ru e l t i e s  p e rp e t r a t ed  

u n de r  A bd u l  H a mid  w h i ch  a t  l a s t  a ro use d  E u ro p e ” . 15 

 

T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk s ,  w h o  ga in e d  po w e r  w i t h  p rom is es  o f  eq u a l i t y  

a n d  f r a t e rn i t y ,  d e po s ed  Ab du l  Ha mi d  i n  19 08 .   

  

3.3.3 Young Turks and the Armenian Genocide  
 
 
T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk  mo v em e n t  s t a r t ed  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  a rm y.  In  1 9 0 9  

a f t e r  c ru sh in g  t h e  an t i  r e vo lu t io n  m ove m e n t ,  t h e y d e p os ed  S u l t a n  

A b du l  H ami d  I I  a n d  t oo k  c on t r o l  o f  t he  e mpi r e .  Yo un g  Tu r ks  
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t r an s fo rm e d  t h e i r  o r ga n i s a t i o n  in t o  a  po l i t i ca l  p a r t y  c a l l ed  

“ C ommi t t e e  o f  Un io n  a nd  P ro gr e s s ” .   

 

T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk  cou p  d i d  no t  b r in g  a bo u t  an y r e a l  c h an ge s .  T he  

p r omi s ed  f r e e dom s  a n d  r e fo rm s  r em a ine d  a s  j u s t  p r omi se s ,  an d  

G r e e ks ,  A rm en i an s ,  a nd  Ar a bs  re m ain ed  en s l a ve d  a s  b e f o re .  T h e  

e u ph o r i a  o f  Yo un g  T u rk  “ re vo lu t io n ”  w a s  sh o r t - l i v ed .  Du r in g  t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  19 09  T u rk i s h  r e gu l a r  a nd  i r r e gu l a r  t r oo ps ,  po l i c e  a nd  

m ob s  a t t ac k ed  t h e  c i t y  o f  A da n a  in  C i l i c i a .  In  t h e  ens u i ng  

s l au gh t e r ,  30 ,0 00  A r m en i a ns  l o s t  t he i r  l i v e s .  

 

T h e  r i s e  o f  Tu rk i s h  n a t i on a l i s m and  Pan - Tu rk i s m 16 co in c i de d  wi t h  

t h e  d e f e a t  o f  O t t oma n  a rmi es  i n  t h e  Ba l k an  W a r  o f  1 91 2- 19 1 3  an d  

t h e  f ad in g  o f  Ot t om a n  d r e a ms .  I t  b e ca m e  th e  i de o l o g ic a l  

f o un d a t i on  o f  Y ou ng  T u rk s ’  i n t e rn a l  an d  ex t e rn a l  po l i t i c a l  

o r i en t a t i o n .   

 

T o  m at e r i a l i s e  t h e i r  P a n -T u rk i sh  i de o lo g y Y o u n g  Tu r k  l ea d e r s  

e n v i sa ge d  a  ho mo ge n ou s  Tu r k e y,  w h i ch  m e a n t  t h e  T ur k i f i c a t i on  

o f  n on - Tu r k i s h  n a t io n a l i t i e s .  Th e  m ai n  o bs t a c l e  o f  Pa n -T ur k i sm  

w a s  th e  A r men i an  p o pu l a t i o n  s t i l l  l i v i n g  o n  th e i r  h om el an d ,  an d  

n o t  i nc l i ne d  to  b ow to  p r es su r es  f rom  th e  C en t ra l  go v er nme n t  t o  

v o l un ta r i l y  a s s imi l a t e . 17 W W I ga v e  th e  Y o un g  Tu r k  go v er nm e n t ,  

r u l e d  b y t h e  t r i um vi r a t e  o f  M eh me d  T a l a a t  M in i s t e r  o f  In t e r io r ,  

I s m a i l  E nv e r  Min i s t e r  o f  W a r  a nd  Ahm e d  Dj em a l  M in i s t e r  o f  
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N a v y,  t h e  p e r f e c t  op p or tu n i t y  t o  un d e r t a k e  t h e  r e a l i s a t i on  o f  P a n -

T u rk i s h  d r e am s  wi th  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  A rm en i an  

p o pu l a t io n .  

 

T h e  Ot to ma n  Em pi re  e n t e r ed  th e  wa r  a t  t he  en d  o f  O c t ob er  19 14  

w h e n  G e rm an  w a r sh ip s ,  f l yi n g  t h e  Tu rk i s h  f l a g ,  b om be d  

S e ba s t op o l  a nd  o the r  R us s i an  Bl a c k  Se a  c o as t a l  i n s t a l l a t io ns  an d  

p o r t s ,  d es t r o yi n g  Ru ss i an  sh ip s .  A s  c on s eq u en c e ,  R us s i a  d e c l a r e d  

w a r  o n  th e  O t to m an  Em pi r e  on  No v emb e r  2  an d  wi t h  E n gl a nd  an d  

F r a n c e  o n  No v em ber  5 ,  1 91 4 .  La t e r ,  En v e r  P a sh a  t h e  Mi n i s t e r  o f  

W a r ,  a t  t h e  h e ad  o f  t h e  T h i rd  Ar m y a d v a n c ed  to w a rd s  S a re k a mis h  

-  Ba tum i .  H i s  ad van c e  t ow a rd s  t h e  C au c a su s  w as  h a l t ed  an d  

c r u sh e d  b y t h e  Ru ss i an  a r m y w h o  co un t e r a t t a ck e d  a nd  a dv a n c ed  

d e e p  i n s id e  T u rk i sh  A rm en i a  (o r  W e s t e r n  A r m e n i a ) .   

 

In  1 9 1 4 ,  Ar m en i a  w a s  s t i l l  d i v i d ed  be t w e en  Ru ss i a  an d  t h e  

O t t om an  Emp i r e .  Ar m en i an s  w e re  d e nse l y p o pu l a t i n g  bo th  s i d es  

o f  t he  f ro n t i e r  a nd  i t  w as  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  a n y m i l i t a r y c a m p a i gn  

b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  c ou n t r i e s  wo u l d  h av e  a  d e v as t a t i n g  e f f ec t  o n  t h e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n .  A rm en ia ns  we re  a  d e f en c e l e s s  mi no r i t y  i n  

t h e  Ot t om a n  Em pi re  wi th  n o  i n t e rn a t io n a l  p ow e r  t o  p r o t ec t  t h e m.  

W h i l e  t h e  w o r ld ’ s  a t t e n t i on  w as  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  o n go in g  w a r ,  t h e  

t im e  w as  o pp o r tu n e  t o  ap p l y t h e  f i n a l  s o l u t i on  t o  t h e  A rme n i an  

Q u e s t i on .  Th e  ex per i en c e  h a d  t a u gh t  t h e  T u rk i s h  l e a de r sh i p  t ha t  

p a r t i a l  s l a u gh t e r  and  an y o t h e r  ex c es s es  w er e  n o t  e no u gh  to  
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c o mpl e t e l y e x t e rm in a t e  A rm en ia ns  f r om  t he i r  an c e s t r a l  ho m el an d .   

T h e  lo g i c  w as  s imp l e -  w i th ou t  A rm en ian s  i n  t h e  Arm en i an  

P ro v i n c es  t h e r e  w ou ld  n o t  b e  a n y A r m e n i an  Q u es t io n  a nd  n o  

m e dd l in g  o f  i t s  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  b y E u r o p e an  p ow e rs .  A t  t h e  sa m e  

t im e ,  an  o bs t a c l e  r e m ov e d  f rom  t h e  r ea l i s a t i on  o f  P an - Tur k i s h  

i d eo l o g y.  

 

F o r  Ar m en i a ns  t he  s i t u a t i o n  c h an ge d  d r a s t i ca l l y  f o r  t h e  wo r s e  

w h e n  i n  19 14  t h e  Ce n t r a l  go v er nm e n t  d e c l a r e d  ge n e r a l  

m ob i l i s a t i on  a nd  t he  s i t u a t i on  i n  t h e  Ar m en i an  p ro v i n c es  b e c am e  

ex t r e m el y t e n s e .  Aro u nd  2 00 ,0 00 -2 50 ,0 0 0  A rm en ia n  f i gh t i n g  m en  

w e r e  d r a f t ed  i n t o  t h e  Ot t om an  a rm y.  O n  t he  o th e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  

f r o n t ,  t h e r e  we r e  so m e  12 0 , 00 0  A rm en i an  co ns c r ip t ed  s o l d i e r s  in  

t h e  R us s i an  a rm y.  T h e r e  w e re  a l so  v o l un te e r s  i n  t h e  Ru ss i an  a r m y 

f r om  W es t e r n  A rm en i a  wh o  h ad  es c ap ed  t o  Rus s i a  f l ee in g  

p e r s ec u t i on  b y t h e  O t t om an  go ve r nm en t .  

 

T h e  a l a r m a bo u t  a  p e nd in g  d i s a s t e r  s t a r t ed  f r om  Co ns t an t in op l e .  

O n  t he  n i gh t  o f  A pr i l  2 4  19 15 ,  hu nd r ed s  o f  A rm en i an  

i n t e l l e c tu a l s  w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  Few  d a ys  l a t e r ,  t h e  num b e r  o f  a r r es t s  

h a d  r e a ch e d  60 0 .  Th e y w e r e  d ep or t ed  t o  t h e  i n t e r io r  w he re  a n  

a go n i s i n g  d e a t h  a wa i t e d  t h em .  In  a  v e r y s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  Ar m en i an  

p o pu l a t io n  h ad  lo s t  i t s  ab l e  bo d i ed  m en  an d  i t s  i n t e l l e c tua l  

l e a de r s  wi t h  no  m ea n s  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  r e s i s t  t he  Yo un g  Tur k  

go v e r nm en t ’ s  p l a n  o f  d e po r t a t i o n  a nd  ex t e r min a t io n .   
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T h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s ,  i n  r ep o r t s  an d  ed i t o r i a l s ,  a c cu s ed  th e  Yo un g  

T u rk  l e ad e r s ,  m a i n ly  E n v e r  an d  T a l a a t ,  o f  r e s po ns ib i l i t y  i n  

o r ga n i s i n g  an d  d i r ec t i n g  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t io n  o f  t h e  A rm en ian s .  In  

1 9 16 ,  an  ed i to r i a l  o f  R E G  d ed i c a t e d  t o  t h e  A rm en i an s  w ro t e :  

 

“ Y o u n g  T u r ks  r e l e a s e d  t h e  mo s t  f a n a t i c a l  a n d  r u f f i a n l y  e l e me n t s  o f  

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  h e l p l e s s  A r me n i a n s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t .  I n  a l l  d a r k  

p a ge s  o f  h i s t o r y  t h e r e  i s  n o  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h i s  c o l d -b l o o d e d ,  s y s t e ma t i c  

e x e c u t i o n  o f  a  p e o p l e .  T h e  U n s p e a k a b l e  T u r k ,  t h e  b l o o d t h i r s t y  

a s s a s s i n  o f  E u r o p e ,  r e p r o d u c e d  o n  t h e  A r me n i a n s  t h e  w o r s t  c r i me s  

u p o n  s u b j e c t  p e o p l e s  f o r  w h i c h  h e  i s  i n f a mo u s ,  b u t  u p o n  a  s c a l e  f o r  

w h i c h  e v e n  h i s  s a n gu i n a r y  r e c o r d  f u r n i s h e d  n o  p r e c e d e n t .  E n v e r  P a s h a  

a n d  h i s  c r i m i n a l  c o n f e d e r a t e s  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  d e t e r mi n e d  t o  s o l v e  

t h e  A r me n i a n  p r o b l e m b y  t h e  s i mp l e  p r o c e s s  o f  b l o t t i n g  o u t  t h e  

r a c e ” . 18 

 

S ho r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r ,  an  e d i to r i a l  o f  SM H ,  b l am e d  

t h e  Yo un g  T ur k  l ead e r s  fo r  t he  ex t e r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s :  

 

“ T h e  ma s s a c r e s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  g a n g  o f  r u f f i a n s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

C o mmi t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s , 19 o f  w h o m t h e  l e a d e r s  w e r e  E n ve r  

a n d  T a l a a t  B e y… t h e y  s e t  o u t  t o  d e s t r o y  a  w h o l e  r a c e … t h e  ma s s a c r e s  

w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n me n t ” . 20 
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3.4 Conclusion 

 
T h e  b r i e f  h i s to r i c a l  i n t r od u c t i on  o f  t h i s  ch a p t e r  h i gh l i gh te d  t h e  

m ai n  po l i t i ca l  and  m i l i t a r y ev en t s  t h a t  sh ap ed  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  p eo p l e  f ro m e a r l i e s t  t im e s  t o  W W I w i t h  p a r t i cu l a r  

e m ph as i s  o n  th e  A rm e n i an  Qu es t io n  an d  th e  m as s ac r e s  un d e r  

A b du l  H ami d  I I  i n  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n tu r y.  Th e  en t i r e  h i s to r y o f  

A r m en i a ns  i n  h i s to r i c a l  A rm e n i a  (W e s t e rn  Tu rk e y)  i s  t h e  t a r ge t  

o f  T u rk i sh  r ev i s i on  to  j u s t i f y  t h e  to t a l  a nn ih i l a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  

p h ys i c a l l y  a n d  cu l tu r a l l y ,  f r o m t h e i r  an c e s t r a l  ho m el an d .   

 

H o w ev e r ,  du r i n g  WW I A u s t r a l i an  j o u rn a l i s t s  and  ed i to r s  h a d  no  

r e s e rv a t io ns  r e ga r d i n g  Ar m en i a n  h i s to r y a n d  th e  v e ra c i t y  o f  

T u rk i s h  m a ss a c r es  o f  mi d  18 90 ’ s  a nd  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ’s .  I t  w as  

i mp oss ib l e  t o  e n gage  i n  h i s to r i c a l  r ev i s io n i sm  w hi l e  t h e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t io n  w a s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  ( o r  i n  t h e  p r o c es s  o f  b e in g  

d e po r t e d )  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l a nd  t h a t  t h e  wo r l d  c a l l e d  “ Ar m en i a ”  

o r  “T u rk i sh  Ar m en ia ” ,  an d  A rm en i an  to w ns ,  c i t i e s ,  v i l l a ge s ,  

m on um en t s ,  c hu r che s ,  mo n as t e r i e s  w ere  s t i l l  s t a nd i n g  (o r  i n  t h e  

p r o c es s  o f  b e i n g  d es t ro ye d ) .  T h e re  w ere  no  r e f e r en c e s  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  pa p e rs  ab o u t  h i s to r i c a l  r ev i s io n i s m.  In  m an y 

e d i to r i a l s ,  i t  w as  me n t io n ed  t h a t  A rm en i an s  w e re  an  an c i en t  

p e op l e  l i v i n g  i n  the i r  h i s to r i c a l  hom el a nd .   

 

T h e  do u b l e t a l k  o f t en  obs e r v ed  in  t od ay’ s  p a p e rs  an d  m e d i a  w a s  

a b s en t  i n  th e  p r es s  o f  W W I.  T he  w ar  t r e n c h es  d i v i d in g  th e  t wo  



 

 

 

93

n a t io ns ,  no  d ou b t ,  p l a ye d  a  p a r t  i n  k ee p in g  Tu r k i s h  j u s t i f i c a t i on  

o f  i t s  a c t i o ns  o u t  o f  A us t r a l i a n  p ap e rs .  I t  i s  e as i e r  f o r  t od a y’ s  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  t o  en ga ge  i n  h i s to r i c a l  r e v i s io n i sm wh e n  

T u rk i s h  A rm en i a  i s  c l ea ns e d  f ro m t h e  A r m en i a n  po pu l a t io n ,  an d  

a n y t r a c e  o f  ex i s t en c e  o f  A rm e n i an s  de s t r o ye d .  I t  i s  a l s o  e a s y f o r  

m od e rn  da y A u s t r a l i a n  m e d i a  to  f a l l  v i c t i m  to  T ur k i sh  

r e v i s i on i sm  w h en  co v e r in g  th e  ev en t s  o f  W W I.   

 

In  t h e  nex t  ch ap t e r ,  I  w i l l  d i s c uss  t h e  m e n  wh o  h e l pe d  f o r ge  t h e  

A nz a c  l e gen d  a nd  s i mul t an eo us l y i n f o r m ed  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  pu b l i c  

a b ou t  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  p op u l a t i o n  du r i n g  W W I.

                                                 
1 Turkish Foreign Ministry Website. www.mfa.gov.tr (The Armenian file, By Kamuran Gurun). 
2 Every year in October Armenians still celebrate the festivity of Saint Translators, in memory of the monks who translated the 
Old and New Testament and a host of Holy Scriptures to Armenian. It is considered the golden era of Armenian literature. 
3 Krikor Galstian was the first Armenian who had actively encouraged migration to Australia through his bi-monthly magazine 
Usumnaser published in Singapore (July 1849-May 1853), praising the opportunities created by the gold rush of 1850’s. In 1853, 
Galstian and few others arrived from Singapore with the intention of establishing an Armenian community in Melbourne and 
seek their fortunes in the goldfields. Unfortunately, shortly after his arrival he fell ill and died, with it ended also the dreams of 
establishing a community in Melbourne. He is the first known Armenian to have died in Australia. 
In the events leading to the Eureka Stockade, another Armenian unwittingly became part of Australian history. In October 1854, 
Constable Lord assaulted, wrongfully arrested and charged Johannes Gregorius for not carrying a Miner’s licence. Gregorius was 
the Armenian servant of the Roman Catholic priest, Patrick Smyth. This assault on the Armenian servant, who barely spoke 
English, raised the tensions between the Catholics and authorities.  
4 This is an excerpt from SBS Radio’s Armenian web page (www.sbs.com.au). 
5 Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001, Ancestry Multi Response by Birthplace of Parents, Census of Population and Housing. 
6 Australian Archives (Vic), Series MP16/1, Item 16/891. 
7 Mirzaian, Aramais 1980, The Wandering Armenians, Sydney, p. 32. 
8 Morgenthau, Henri 1918, Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story, New York.  
9 Turkish Foreign Ministry Website, www.mfa.gov.tr (The Armenian Issue in Ten Questions and Answers-Question 4). 
10 Armenian Massacres, REG, 23 Sep. 1915. 
11 Armenian Atrocities, AGE, 8 Oct. 1915. 
12 Armenian Atrocities, REG, 16 Oct. 1915. 
13 Armenians, Half a Million Killed. Blood Curdling Horrors. ARG, 29 Nov. 1915. 
14 The Armenian Atrocities, America Threatens Turkey, Mush and Sivas, MCY, 21 Feb. 1916. 
15  ARG, 23 February 1916, editorial (without a title, see Appendix). 
16 An extreme nationalistic utopia of the unification of all Turkish-speaking countries under Turkey’s leadership. 
17 David Marshall Lang 1980, Armenia Cradle of Civilisation, George Allen & Unwin, London.  
Armenian Question, Encyclopedia (in Armenian), Pan-Turkism p. 375. 
18 Murdering a People, REG, 12 February 1916. 
19 The political wing of Young Turks. 
20 Turkey and Germany, SMH, 25 September 1918. 
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Chapter 4 Australian press during WWI 
 
 

4.1 Introduction 
 
 
 
Fo r  n in e  ye a r s ,  19 15 - 19 23 ,  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  i n f o rm ed  t h e  

p u b l i c  a bo u t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Ar me n i ans  an d  on  t h e  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s  a t  h om e.  W h o  w e r e  t h es e  m en  a n d  w om en  wh o  wor k e d  

t i r e l e s s l y  t o  r ep or t  t h e  d ev e l op me n t s  o f  t h e  o n go in g  w or ld  w ar  

a n d  th e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  a  p e op l e  l i v in g  in  a  f a r aw a y l a nd?   Th e y 

w o r ke d  in  ad v er s e  w a r t im e  co nd i t i o ns  a nd  u nd e r  t h e  p r yi n g  e ye s  

o f  t he  c en so rs .  H ow  mi gh t  t h i s  h a ve  a f f e c t ed  j o u rn a l i s t s ’  

r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h e  mas s a c r e s  o f  A rm en ian s?   

 

D u r i n g  t h e  w ar  ye a r s  an d  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  c en so rs h i p ,  an o th e r  

b a t t l e  f ou gh t  ma in ly  o n  th e  h om e f r on t  an d  no t  i n  t r e n ch es  w as  

w a r  p r op a ga n da .  A t r o c i t y  a n d  w a r  p r opa ga n d a  a ga i ns t  t h e  

G e r m an s  w er e  p r e va l e n t  i n  t h e  Aus t ra l i a n  p ap e rs ;  i t  w as  as  

v i s i b l e  a s  t h e  n e ws  f r om th e  b a t t l e f i e ld .  Bu t  wh a t  ab ou t  O t t om an  

T u rk e y,  a  j un io r  p a r t ne r  o f  C en t r a l  P ow e r s?  W e r e  t h e r e  an y 

i nd i c a t i o ns  t h a t  w ar  a nd  a t ro c i t y  p r o pa ga n d a  h a d  p l a ye d  a n y p a r t  

i n  t h e  r e po r t i n g  o f  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s?  As  an  e n em y 

o f  T u rk e y,  A us t r a l i a n s  d i d  no t  h a v e  c o r r e sp on d en t s  i n  Ot to m an  

T u rk e y.  So  wh e r e  d i d  t h e y ge t  t h e i r  r ep o r t s  on  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  

o f  Ar m en i a ns?  In  ad d i t i o n ,  d id  A us t r a l i a n  w a r  c o r r e sp ond e n t s  i n  
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t h e  r e g io n  c on t r i bu t e  o r i g i na l  r ep o r t s ,  ex c lus iv e  o n l y t o  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s?  

 

T h es e  a r e  s om e  o f  t h e  q u es t i o ns  ex p lo re d  i n  t h i s  c ha p t e r .  A l s o ,  a  

ge n e r a l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  t he  pe r i od  i s  e s se n t i a l  t o  u nd e r s t and  t h e  

v i ew s  o f  Au s t r a l i a n  e d i t o r s  an d  j ou r n a l i s t s  wh o  r e po r t e d  o n  th e  

ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s .  

 

4.2 Australia and the press during WWI  

 

T h e  Fe d e r a l  e l e c t i on s  o f  5  S e p t em b er  1 9 14  s a w t h e  La b o r  P ar t y  

w i nn i n g  t he  e l e c t i on s  wi th  a  m a jo r i t y  i n  bo th  H ou s es  o f  t h e  

Fe d e r a l  P a r l i am e n t .  La b o r  l e a d e r ,  A ndr e w  Fi sh e r ,  b e c am e P r im e  

M in i s t e r  un t i l  O c tob e r  1 91 5  wh e n  h e  re s i gne d  h i s  o f f i ce  a n d  to ok  

u p  th e  p os i t i o n  o f  H i gh  Co mmi ss i on e r  f o r  Au s t r a l i a  i n  Lo n d on .  

W i l l i am  M or r i s  H ugh e s  t oo k  ov e r  t h e  p os i t i on  o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

u n t i l  19 23 .  H u gh es  h ad  mi g r a t ed  t o  Au s t r a l i a  f r om  Br i t a in  i n  

1 8 84 .  H e  w as  t h e  At to rn e y G e n e r a l  i n  t h e  F i s he r  C ab in e t .   

 

A t  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  W W I i n  A u gus t  1 91 4 ,  Au s t r a l i a  s t oo d  f i r ml y 

b e h i nd  Br i t i sh  w ar  e f f o r t s .  D u r in g  th e  e l e c t i o n  c am p ai gn ,  t h e  

La b o r  p a r t y  h a d  p ro mi se d  to  s up po r t  B r i t a in  i n  i t s  w a r  e f f o r t s .  

T h e  r e sp on se  f rom  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  to  t h e  c a l l  fo r  a rm s  f ro m 

Br i t a in  w a s  “ as  ne a r  t o  u n an i mi t y a s  wa s  h um a n l y a t t a i n ab l e ” . 1  
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T h e  d a y t h a t  w a r  b ro k e  ou t  S MH  w r o t e :  “D i f f e r en c e s  be t we e n  

p a r t i e s  o r  i n t e r es t s  h a v e  c e as e d  to  ex i s t .  Th e  wh o l e  o f  t h e  p eo p l e  

o f  t h i s  co n t i n en t  a re  un i t ed  i n  t h e i r  d e t e rm in a t io n  t o  su ppo r t  t o  

t h e  u tm os t  l im i t  o f  t h e i r  r e s ou r ces  t h e  E mp i re  w i t h in  wh i ch  t h ey 

h a v e  g r o wn  an d  p ros p e r ed  f o r  so  m an y ye a r s ” . 2 A  w e ek  l a t e r ,  t h e  

s a me  p a p e r  w as  en co u r a gi n g  co ns c r i p t i o n :  “ I t  i s  t h e  d u t y n o  l e s s  

t h an  t h e  p r i v i l e ge  o f  ev e r yo n e  t o  a i d  i n  c om b a t i n g  t h e  en e m y” . 3  

 

T h e  w a r  h ad  en o rmo us  i mp a c t  o n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  so c i e t y. 4 B a r e l y a  

m on th  h ad  pa s s e d  s i n c e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t he  w a r  w he n  S MH  wr o t e :  

“ T h e r e  i s  s ca r c e l y a  f am i l y i n  t h e  Com mo nw e a l th  t h a t  i s  n o t  

b e in g  d i r e c t l y  o r  i nd i re c t l y  h i t  b y t h e  w a r ” . 5 Bu t  com p a r ed  t o  

m a n y E u r o pe a n  a nd  Mi dd le  E a s t e rn  cou n t r i e s ,  A us t r a l i a  w a s  

l u ck y t h a t  t h e  d e v as t a t i on s  o f  W W I w e r e  f a r  a w a y f r o m  i t s  

t e r r i t o r y.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  was  a  p e r i od  mo s t  im po r t an t  t o  

A u s t r a l i a n  na t i on ho o d ,  a  p e r i od  ch a r ac t e r i s e d  b y t h e  sa c r i f i c e  o f  

s o  m an y t ho us a nd s  o f  yo u n g  m e n  wh o  v o l un ta r i l y  r e s p on de d  t o  

t h e  c a l l s  o f  h e lp  o f  t h e  E mpi r e .  A  p e r io d  w h en  th e  o v e rwh e lmi n g  

m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  po pu l a t i on  w e r e  f r om  Br i t i s h  d e s c en t ,  

t h e  t i e s  th a t  bo un d  A u s t r a l i a  to  Br i t a in  w e r e  ex t r em e l y s t ro n g  an d  

m os t  Au s t r a l i a ns  we r e  p r ou d  o f  b e in g  p a r t  o f  t he  Br i t i s h  E mp i r e  

a n d  un e qu iv oc a l l y  s up po r t e d  Br i t i sh  fo r e i gn  po l i c y.   

 

D i s c us s in g  th e  Fa i r f ax  fa mi l y T .  Ho ney w r o t e :  “S i r  J am es  Os w ald  

Fa i r f ax  (1 86 3- 19 28)  a nd  G e o f f r e y E v an  Fa i r f ax  (1 86 1- 193 0 )  h ad  
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a  d e f in i t e  c l e a r - cu t  p o l i c y i t  w as  a n  Em pi r e  po l i c y.  T h e y  w e r e  

E n g l i shm e n ,  t he y w i sh e d  t o  s e e  En g l i sh  i d e a l s  p r ev a i l ” . 6 Th i s  i s  

n o t  t ha t  su r p r i s i n g  w h e n  w e  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o un t  t h e  r es u l t s  o f  t he  

1 9 11  c e ns us -  ou t  o f  t h e  to t a l  4 , 45 5 , 005  po pu l a t io n  o f  Aus t r a l i a ,  

5 9 8 , 18 2  w er e  b o rn  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  “ap p rox im a te l y 1 3 , 5%  o f  t h e  

p o pu l a t i o n ” . 7 T h e  f igu r e  w as  m uc h  h i gh e r  w h en  t a ke n  in to  

a c c o un t  s e c on d  o r  t h i rd  ge ne r a t i o n  B r i t on s .   

 

T h e  c e ns us  d i d  no t  g i v e  i n f o rm at i on  o f  t h e  p e r c en t a ge  o f  

n a t io n a l i t i e s  wo rk in g  in  t he  p r e s s ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  h a rd  t o  gue s s  t h e  

c o mp os i t i o n  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  a nd  ed i to r s  o f  t h e  m ain  n e w spa p e r s  i n  

w h i t e  Au s t r a l i a  d u r i n g  W W I.  Th e y w e r e  w h i t e  A us t r a l i an s ,  m os t l y  

o f  Br i t i s h  h e r i t a ge ,  b o r n  i n  Br i t a i n  o r  e d u c a t ed  i n  Br i t a in ,  an d  

a lm os t  a l l  w e re  m ale s .  A c co r d in g  to  t he  19 11  c en su s ,  6 9 .4 1  

p e r c en t  o f  t h e  b re ad w in ne r s  w e re  m ale s  com p a r ed  to  o n ly  1 8 . 6 1  

p e r c en t  o f  wo me n . 8 

 

In  t h e  c en su s ,  2 ,1 31  m al e s  h ad  s a i d  t he y w e r e  “ a u t ho r s ,  ed i t o r s  o r  

j ou r na l i s t s ”  c om p are d  t o  on l y 2 4 4  w om e n  wh o  s a i d  t h e y w e r e   

“ a u th o r s ,  ed i to r s  o r  j o u rn a l i s t s ” .  C l em Ll o yd  w r o t e :  “C o lo n i a l  

j ou r na l i s m w as  o v er w h e lm in g l y a  m ale  vo c a t io n .  T h e  f i r s t  wo m en  

d id  n o t  a pp e a r  o n  th e  s t a f f s  o f  d a i l y  n e w s pa p e rs  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  

c e n t u r y” . 9 A us t r a l i an  j ou r n a l i s t s  o f  WW I a n d  e a r l i e r  p e r io ds  w er e  

“ b o rn  n o t  m ad e  a nd  n ob od y w a s  e du c a t e d  wi t h  t h e  sp e c i f i c  v i e w 

o f  b e c omi n g  a  j ou rn a l i s t s ” . 10 I t  w a s  no t  a  l u c r a t i v e  j ob  e i t h e r  b u t  
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h a r d  wo r k ,  “ in  t h e  e a r l y  ye a r s  o f  t h e  ce n t u r y m a n y e x pe r i e n c e d  

j ou r na l i s t s  w e r e  p a i d  a s  l i t t l e  a s  £ 3  o r  £ 4  pe r  w e e k .  A  w ee k  

c o ns i s t i n g  o f  s ix t y,  s ev e n t y a n d  e v en  n in e t y w o r k i n g  h our s ” . 11 

 

4.2.1 War correspondents 

 

T h e  c l ash  o f  m a j o r  i nd us t r i a l i z ed  n a t ion s  i n  E u ro p e ,  a nd  th e  

p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  A IF  in  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t ,  i n ev i t ab l y c a t a pu l t ed  

w a r  n e ws  t o  t h e  c en t re  o f  a t t e n t i on  o f  a  n e ws - hu n gr y p u b l i c .  Bu t  

s t r i c t  c e ns o r sh ip  me a n t  t h a t  o n l y a  d i s t o r t ed  p i c tu r e  o f  wa r  w as  

a v a i l ab l e  t o  t h em .   

 

T h e  p r im a r y s o ur c e  o f  w a r  n ew s  w e r e  w a r  co r r es po nd e n t s ,  bu t  

t h e y w e r e  n o t  w e l co m ed  a t  t h e  f r on t  an d  e v en  t he  o n es  a l l o we d  to  

t h e  b a t t l e f i e ld s ,  h ad  t h e i r  r ep o r t s  c en so r e d  b e f o r e  b e in g  a l l o w ed  

t o  b e  pu b l i sh e d .  A  f e w  w ee ks  a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  w a r ,  AR G  

r e p o r t ed  th a t  t h e  Br i t i s h  go ve r nm en t  ha d  w ar n ed  E n g l i s h  

c o r r es po nd e n t s  a t  t h e  f ro n t  t o  “ k e ep  aw a y o r  e l s e  r e t u rn  t o  

E n g l an d ” .   

 

T h e  r e po r t  i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  “ F r a n ce ,  Ru ss i a  an d  Be l g ium ”  ha d  

“ a g r e e d  n o t  t o  a l l ow  a n y c o r r e sp on d en t s  t o  go  t o  t he  f ron t  a t  

p r e s en t ” .  I t  i n f o rme d  t h e  r e ad e rs  t ha t  t h e  G e rm an  mi l i t a ry  h a d  

“ r e f us e d  t o  a l l o w  wa r  c o r r e sp on de n t s  t o  a c com p an y t h e  a rm y” . 12 
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O n  t he  i s s ue  o f  w a r  c o r re sp on d en t s ,  i t  a p p e ar s  t h a t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  

t h e  w a r r in g  p a r t i e s  h ad  co nv e r ge d  un an im ou s l y.  

 

S oo n  a f t e r  G r ea t  B r i t a in  en t e r ed  t h e  wa r ,  t h e  Br i t i s h  A rmy 

C ou n c i l  p e rmi t t ed  o n l y o n e  w a r  co r r es po nd e n t  f r om  e a c h  

d om in i on .  Th e  Au s t r a l i a n  Mi n i s t e r  o f  D e f e ns e  a sk e d  th e  

A u s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l i s t s ’  A ss oc i a t i on  to  o r ga n i s e  a  b a l lo t .  C h a r l es  

E d wi n  W oo dr o w Bea n  (1 89 7 -1 96 8) ,  a  j o u rn a l i s t  w i t h  S MH ,  wo n  

t h e  b a l l o t  n a r r o wl y  d e f ea t i n g  K e i th  Mu r do c h .  Be an  d e pa r t e d  f ro m 

M e lb ou rn e  t o  E g yp t  wi t h  t h e  f i r s t  g r ou p  o f  A IF ,  a n d  w en t  a s ho r e  

a t  G a l l i po l i  on  t he  f i r s t  da y o f  t h e  l and in g .  He  s t a ye d  t h e r e  a nd  

s e n t  r e gu la r  d e sp a t c h e s  t h a t  w e r e  “ d i s t r i bu t ed  f r e e  t o  t he  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  b y  th e  A us t r a l i an  gove r nm e n t  an d  a l so  to  th e  

Br i t i s h  p re s s ” . 13  

 

Be a n ,  b es id es  s e nd i n g  re p or t s  o f  t h e  ca m p a i gn  f ro m th e  f r o n t ,  h ad  

a l so  a  d i f f e r en t  t a sk  t o  a c co m p l i s h  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  h ad  en ded .  T he  

A u s t r a l i a n  go v er nme n t  h ad  h op ed  t h a t  t h e  w a r  co r r es po nde n t  

w o u l d  w r i t e  t h e  h i s t o r y o f  A IF . 14 W h e n  i n  J u n e  19 15  Be an  

r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  H Q o rd e r i n g  h im  t o  l e a v e  G a l l i p o l i  an d  

e s t a b l i sh  i n  Im b r o s ,  wh e r e  a  W a r  C or re s po nd e n t ’ s  c am p  w a s  

b e in g  e s t ab l i s h ed ,  h e  r ep l i ed  s t a t i n g  t h e  m ai n  tw o  po in t s  o f  h i s  

d u t i e s  a s  o f f i c i a l  wa r  c o r r e sp on de n t :  

 



 

 

 

100

•  S at i s f y A u s t ra l i an  p u b l i c ’ s  “p o i gn an t  a nx i e t y”  o f  ne w s  o f

 A nz a c  so ld i e r s ,  i n c l ud in g  “ t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e ”  an d  “b e h av io ur

 i n  a c t i o n ” ;  a nd  

•  T h e  “ sp e c i a l  i n s t r uc t i on s ”  h e  r e c e i v e d  “ t o  w r i t e  a f t e r  t h e

 w a r  t h e  h i s to r y o f  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  p a r t  i n  t h e  w a r ,  a s  a

 p e rm a n en t  r e co rd  fo r  l i b r a r i e s ,  s c ho o l s ,  a nd  t h e  na t io n

 ge n e r a l l y” . 15  

 

In  1 9 1 7 ,  i t  “b e c ame  e v i de n t  t ha t  t h e  i n c r e as in g  du t i e s  we r e  

b e yo n d  t h e  po w e r  o f  a  s i n g l e  p r e s sm a n” . 16 H e n r y G u l l e t t ,  a  

j ou r na l i s t  and  a  gun n e r  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  a r t i l l e ry,  w a s  ap p o in t ed  

w a r  h i s t o r i an  wi t h  t h e  l i gh t  h o r s e  a nd  l a t e r  a s  a  wa r  

co r r es po nd e n t .  Gu l l e t t  l a t e r  co mpi l ed  t h e  7 t h  vo l um e  o f  t h e  

O f f i c i a l  H i s t o r y o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  wh ic h  d ea l t  w i t h  t h e  A IF  i n  S i n a i  

a n d  P a l es t i n e .  On  t h e  W es t e r n  F r on t ,  F M  C ut l a c k ,  a s s i s t e d  C EW  

Be a n  i n  h i s  du t i e s  a s  wa r  co r r es po nd en t .   Be s i de s  t h e se  o f f i c i a l l y  

ap po in t e d  co r r e sp on d en t s ,  o th e r  j o u rna l i s t s  w e re  p e rm i t t ed  t o  

v i s i t  t h e  b a t t l e f i e ld s  an d  r epo r t  f rom  th e  w ar  f r on t ,  l i k e  Pe t e r  

S c hu l e r ,  co r r es po nd e n t  o f  t h e  A G E. 17 Ke i t h  Mu r do c h  h ad  a l so  

v i s i t ed  G a l l i po l i  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r io d . 18 

4.3 Censorship during WWI 

 
T h e  sp e e d  a t  wh i c h  p r es s  c en so rs h i p  wa s  i n t ro du c ed  i n  Br i t a in ,  

A u s t r a l i a  a nd  o t h e r  w a r r i n g  c ou n t r i e s  i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  go ver n m e n t s  

w e r e  as  ap pr e h en s iv e  f rom  t he  en e m y a s  f r om  a  f r ee  p r e s s .  W a r  
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c o r r es po nd e n t s  a t  t h e  f ro n t  r e po r t i n g  w h a t  w as  r e a l l y  h a p p en in g  

w o u l d  ha v e  tu rn e d  p u b l i c  op in io n  a ga in s t  t he  w ar ,  a s  i t  ha p p en e d  

w i t h  t h e  US A  d ur ing  t h e  w a r  i n  Vi e tn am .  In  A u s t r a l i a  t h e  

go v e r nm en t ,  o n ce  co mmi t t ed  t h e  co un t r y t o  t h e  w a r ,  h a d  th e  

a d d ed  b u rd e n  o f  con s c r ip t i o n .  On  t he  o th e r  h an d  r om an t i c  

a c c o un t s  o f  w a r ,  w i t h  t r oo ps  “ ga l l an t l y”  c h ar g i n g  t he  en em y a n d  

p a t r i o t i c  ex p r es s ion s ,  i t  w as  e a s i e r  t o  c on t r o l  p ub l i c  op in io n  a nd  

e n c ou r a ge  co ns c r i p t i o n .  

 

M i l i t a r y cen so r sh i p  w a s  on e  o f  t h e  mos t  t a n g ib l e  s i gns  o f  w a r  i n  

w a r r in g  co un t r i e s .  I t  a f f e c t e d  no t  o n l y  t h e  p ub l i c a t i on  o f  n e w s  

b u t  a l s o  t h e  p r i v a t e  m ai l s  a nd  m es sa ge s  o f  i nd i v i du a l s  a nd  

b us in e s s es .   C en so rs h i p  o f  t h e  p re s s  i n  A us t r a l i a  w as  

i mpl e me n t e d  a t  t he  r e qu e s t  o f  t h e  Br i t i sh  gov e rn m en t .   

 

D u r i n g  t h e  P r es s  Ce n so r sh i p  Co nf e r enc e  o f  19 18 ,  a  s t a t em e n t  w a s  

r e a d  o n  be h a l f  o f  M r  J os ep h  Co ok ,  t he  Mi n i s t e r  fo r  t h e  N a v y,  

w h e r e  i t  m en t io n ed  th e  r e a so ns  f o r  p res s  c e ns o r sh ip  d u r ing  a  

co n f l i c t  a f f ec t i n g  G r ea t  B r i t a in :   

 

“ O n  t h e  3 d  M a r c h ,  1 9 1 4  t h e  C o mmi t t e e  o f  Imp e r i a l  D e f e n c e  i s s u e d  a  

s t a t e me n t  r e g a r d i n g  c e n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P r e s s  o f  w h i c h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e n t e n c e s  a r e  mo s t  i mp o r t a n t :  I t  i s  h i gh l y  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  

b e  s o me  ma c h i n e r y  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  i n  a n y  w a r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  

E mp i r e  ma y  b e  i n v o l v e d  n o  i n f o r ma t i o n  t h a t  ma y  b e  o f  v a l u e  t o  a n  
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e n e my  p o w e r  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n y  n e w s p a p e r  i n  a n y  o f  H i s  

M a j e s t y ’ s  o ve r s e a s  D o mi n i o n s ” . 19 

 

D u r i n g  t h e  P r es s  Ce n so r sh i p  Co nf e r enc e  o f  19 18 ,  t h e  Min i s t e r  o f  

D e f e n c e ,  G  F  Pe a r ce ,  s t a t ed  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  P r es s  C en so r sh i p  i n  

t im e  o f  w ar  w er e  t o :  

 

•  P r ev e n t  i n f o r m at i on  o f  v a lu e  r e a ch in g  th e  en em y.  

•  P r ev e n t  t h e  p ro mu lga t io n  o r  a dv o ca c y o f  o p i n io ns

 p r e j ud i c i a l  t o  Al l i ed  un i t y  a n d  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  c a us e .  

•  P r ev e n t  t h e  p ro mu lga t io n  a nd  p r op a ga t io n  o f  o p i n io ns  and

 i d e as  p r e j ud i c i a l  t o  r e c r u i t i n g” . 20  

 

T h e  in t r od u c t i on  o f  c a b l e  c e ns o r sh ip  i n  Au s t r a l i a  o n  3  Au gu s t  

1 9 14  w a s  no t  a  su rp r i s e  f o r  t h e  Au s t ra l i a n  p r es s .  A  f e w  d a ys  

b e f o re  Gr e a t  B r i t a in  en t e r e d  th e  w a r ,  S M H  w r o t e  i n  i t s  ed i t o r i a l  

t h a t :  “O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n gs  t h a t  w ou ld  ha pp e n  i f  w ar  b r ok e  o u t  

w o u l d  be  t h a t  t h e  ne w s  f r om th e  o u t s id e  wo r l d  wo u l d  

a u t om a t i c a l l y  c e n so r  i t s e l f  b y t h e  cu t t i n g  o f  t h e  c ab l e s ” .   

 

R e ga r d i n g  th e  wi re l e s s  s e rv i c e ,  t h e  p re d i c t i on  w a s  s imi l a r :  “ I f  

w a r  w ere  im min en t  t h e  Co mmo n w ea l th  Go v ernm e n t  w ou ld  no t  

h e s i t a t e  t o  us e  i t s  p o w er  o f  c ens o r i n g  s t r i c t l y  a n y m e s s age  t h a t  

a r r i v e d  a t  an y w i r e l e s s  s t a t i o n  i n  A us t r a l i a .  A  s t r i c t  c en so r sh ip  o f  

a l l  p os t a l  t e l e g r ams  an d  c a b l e g r am s  wo u l d  a l so  b e  m ai n t a i n ed ” . 21  
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T w o d a ys  a f t e r  t h e  c e n so rs h i p  w as  o f f i c i a l l y  i n t ro du c ed  to  

A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  A R G  a g re e d  t o  t h e  n e ce s s i t y  o f  t h e  

c e n so rs h i p :  “ F o r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y”  w r o t e  t h e  e d i to r i a l  “w e  

h a v e  a n  o f f i c i a l  c en so r  a t  w or k  in  M el bo u rn e .  In  t he  

c i r cu m s t a n c es  h e  i s  a  n e c es s a r y o f f i c e r ” . 22 

 

T h e  D e pu t y C h i e f  C e ns or  fo r  A us t r a l i a ,  wh o  w as  b as e d  in  

M e lb ou rn e ,  c on t r o l l e d  t h e  Ca b l e  C en so r sh ip .  A t  t h e  b e g in n i n g ,  

o f f i c i a l s  r e sp on s i b l e  f o r  e s t a b l i sh in g  th e  c en so rs h i p  h ad  

d i f f i cu l t y- r e c r u i t i ng  p e op l e  wi t h  ex p er i en c e  i n  c en so rs h ip ,  b u t  

w i t h i n  w e ek s :  “C ode d  i ns t r u c t i on s  w e re  i s su ed  t o  a l l  c en so r s  t o  

o b t a i n  un i fo rmi t y o f  p r ac t i c e  a nd  t r e a tm e n t  o f  me ss a ge s ” . 23   

 

N o n e th e l e s s ,  on e  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  p r ob l em s  f a c ed  b y t h e  n ew s p ap e rs  

a c r o s s  A us t r a l i a  r em ai n ed  t h e  l a c k  o f  u n i f o r mi t y o f  c en so r sh ip  o f  

p r e s s  m es sa ge s .  The  C e ns o rs h i p  R e gu la t i on s  l e f t  m a n y a s p e c t s  o f  

c e n so rs h i p  t o  t h e  “d i s c r e t i on ”  o f  “ t h e  l o c a l  c e ns o r s ”  a nd  “ t h e  

i n ev i t ab l e  r esu l t  wa s  t ha t  p ra c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t e l e g r a m s  w e r e  

p a s s e d  b y o n e  c en so r  an d  r e fu s ed  b y a n o t h e r ” , 24 a  r e po r t  co u l d  

h a v e  b e en  p ub l i s hed  i n  on e  s t a t e  an d  re f u s ed  in  an o th e r . 25  

 

T o  a dd r e s s  t h i s  d i f f i cu l t y  a n d  o t h e r  p ro b l em s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  

a  sp e c i a l  g r ou p  o f  c e n so r s  w as  a s s i gne d  t h e  t a sk  to  “d e a l  w i th  a l l  

p r e s s  c a b l es ” 26 a t  t h e  C en t r a l  T e l e g r ap h  O f f i ce .  D ur in g  th e  

C e ns o r sh ip  Co n fe ren ce ,  i t  w as  ad mi t t ed  t h a t  app r ox im at e  
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u n i f o r mi t y o f  c en so r sh ip  w a s  “o n e  o f  t h e  m os t  d i f f i cu l t  p r o b l em s ”  

a n d  th a t  u n i fo r mi t y  c ou ld  b e  a c h i e ve d  o n l y i f  a l l  t e l e g r a ms  

p a s s e d  “ t h ro u gh  t he  h an ds  o f  a  v e r y l im i t ed  g r ou p  o f  

i nd iv i du a l s ” . 27 

 

D u r i n g  t h e  P r es s  Ce n so r sh i p  Co nf e r enc e ,  n e ws p ap e r  e d i to r s  f ro m 

a c r o s s  A us t r a l i a  r a i s e d  t h e i r  a pp r e h en s i on s ,  f r us t r a t i o ns  an d  

p r ob le ms  w i t h  c en so r s  a nd  ce ns o rs h ip  i n  A us t r a l i a .  O n e  o f  t h e i r  

c o n c er ns  w as  t h a t  ce n so r s  w er e  n o t  t r a i n ed  jo u rn a l i s t s  a nd  w er e  

h in d er in g  a nd  h u r t i n g  t h e  p r es s .  T h e i r  c o n c er ns  w er e  s umm e d  up  

b y t h e  ed i to r  o f  t h e  A GE :  

 

“ I  t h i n k  w e  a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w e  

c a n n o t  c a l ml y  s i t  d o w n  a n d  a l l o w  p e o p l e  f r o m o u t s i d e  w i t h o u t  a n y  

k n o w l e d g e  o r  s k i l l  i n  j o u r n a l i s m  t o  c o me  i n  a n d  t e a c h  u s  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  

T h e y  h a v e  n o  i d e a  h o w  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  h a s  t o  b e  c r e a t e d  o r  h o w  i t  c a n  

b e  d i r e c t e d .  T h a t  i s  a  ma t t e r  e n t i r e l y  f o r  u s ” . 28  

 

T h e  n e ed  fo r  j o u r na l i s t s  t o  b e  i n vo l v ed  i n  t h e  c e ns o r sh ip  o f  n ew s  

r e p o r t s  w a s  a c kn owl e d ge d  f rom  t h e  e a r l y  d a ys  o f  c en so rs h i p  i n  

B r i t a i n  an d  Au s t r a l i a .  B a r e l y a  w e e k  ha d  p a s s e d  s i n c e  G re a t  

B r i t a i n  h a d  e n t e re d  t h e  w a r  t h a t  t h e  AR G  r ep o r t e d  h ow  “se v e r a l  

m em b e rs  o f  t h e  H ou s e  o f  C omm on s ”  ha d  u r ge d  th e  Br i t i sh  

go v e r nm en t  t h a t :  “T r a in ed  j ou r na l i s t s  sh ou ld  b e  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  

t h e  m i l i t a r y c e n s o rs  t o  p re v en t  f r i c t i on  an d  d e l a y i n  t h e  

t r an smi s s io n  o f  n ew s ” .  Th e  H om e Se cr e t a r y,  M r  M c k en na ,  h a d  
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“ag reed  t h a t  i t  w as  e s s en t i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  sh ou ld  b e  s om e 

j ou r na l i s t i c  c omm on s en s e  i n  c e ns o r sh ip ,  a nd  t h a t  m ess a ge s  s ho u l d  

n o t  b e  s t op p ed  s imp l y f r o m  i gn or a n ce  o n  t h e  c en so r ’ s  p a r t ” . 29 

 

T h e  n ex t  d a y a n o the r  r ep o r t  f r om Lo n d o n  ha d  sh e d  l i gh t  o n  t h e  

c o n fu s io n  th a t  h a d  p r e v a i l e d  du r i n g  the  e a r l y  d a ys  o f  c ens o rs h ip .  

In  t h e  Ho us e  o f  Com mo ns ,  M r  T .P .  O’C on no r  ( N a t io na l i s t )  h ad  

“ a s s e r t e d  t h a t  c ab l e  m ess a ge s  w e r e  c en so r e d  t h r e e  t im es  i n  

Lo n d o n ,  t h r ee  t im es  a t  W a t e r v i l l e  ( t h e  c a b l e  s t a t i o n  on  the  I r i s h  

c o a s t )  a nd  t h r e e  t i m e s  on  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t he  At l a n t i c ”  a n d  “ h e  

r e q u es t e d  t h a t  t h e  fu n c t i on s  o f  t h e  c e ns o r  sh ou l d  b e  p e r f o r m ed  b y 

t r a i n ed  jo u rn a l i s t s ” . 30 

 

T h e  c on f us i on  t h a t  r e i gn ed  i n  t h e  c e nso r ’ s  o f f i c e s ,  i n  Br i t a i n  a nd  

A u s t r a l i a ,  a f fe c t ed  t h e  n ew sp a p er s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Tw e lv e  d a ys  

a f t e r  G r ea t  B r i t a i n  e n t e r e d  th e  w a r ,  t he  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  AR G  

w r o t e :  “P eo p l e  a r e  i mp a t i e n t  fo r  n ew s  o f  t he  w ar ;  bu t  t h i s  w i l l  

n o t  h a s t en  t he  a r r i va l  o f  n e ws …m e an t im e  th e r e  i s  n o  n e ed  to  

m a nu f a c t u r e  i t ” . 31 

 

T h e  a bs u rd i t y  o f  t he  do ub l e  c en so r sh ip  f i r s t  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a nd  

l a t e r  i n  Au s t r a l i a ,  a n d  th e  c os t  i nv o l ve d  t o  t h e  n ew sp a p er s  w a s  

r a i s e d  du r i n g  t h e  Ce n so r sh i p  Co nf e r enc e  o f  19 18 .  Th e  e d i t o r  o f  

R E G  t o l d  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e :  
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“ I  s a y  i t  w i t h  a l l  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  C e n s o r ’ s  D e p a r t me n t ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a r d l y  

r e a l i s e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  h a n d l i n g  t e l e g r a ms  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

h a n d l i n g  £ 5  o r  £ 1 0  n o t e s  a n d  t h a t  e v e r y  w o r d  o r  t w o  w o r d s  t h e y  c u t  

o u t  r e p r e s e n t s  1 / -  o r  2 / -  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r … t h i s  ma t t e r  ( c a b l e )  i s  

c e n s o r e d  o n  r e c e i p t  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  a l s o  c e n s o r e d  i n  d e s p a t c h  a n d  t h e n  

i t  i s  c e n s o r e d  h e r e  a g a i n ” . 32  

 

H o w ev e r ,  e a r l y  t h a t  ye a r  t h e  D e f en c e  M i n i s t e r ,  G eo r ge  P e a r c e ,  

h a d  s t a t e d  t h a t :   

 

“ N o t  o n e  l i n e  o f  w a r  n e w s  t h a t  c o me s  f r o m G r e a t  B r i t a i n  h a s  e v e r  

b e e n  d e l e t e d  b y  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  M e s s a ge s  c o n t a i n i n g  w a r  

n e w s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p  i n  L o n d o n  c o me  

b e f o r e  t h e  c e n s o r s  a s  a  ma t t e r  o f  r o u t i n e ,  a s  d o  a l l  c a b l e s ,  b u t  t h e y  

a r e  n o t ,  a n d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n ,  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  h e r e  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  

a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e m” . 33  

 

A n o t he r  co n ce r n  r a i s ed  d u r in g  th e  P r es s  Ce ns o rs h ip  C on fe r e n c e  

w a s  t h e  i s su e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  ce ns o rs h ip .  N e w sp a p er s  h ad  t am el y 

a c c e p t e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y c e n s o rs h i p  du r i ng  t h e  w a r ,  b u t  t h e y w e r e  

o b j e c t in g  t o  c e ns o r s h i p  th a t  h a d  no t h in g  to  d o  wi th  th e  wa r .  T h e y 

s t ro n gl y o b j ec t ed  t o  t h e  go v er nm e n t ’ s  a t t em pt s  t o  us e  c en so r sh i p  

t o  s t r en g th e n  th e i r  p os i t i on :  “ I  d o  n o t  t h i nk  a n y p a p e r  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  o b j e c t s  t o  a  mi l i t a ry cen s o rs h i p  bu t  w e  do  o b j ec t  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  c ens o rs h ip ” 34 s t a t ed  J .  V .  M a cd o na ld ,  e d i t o r  o f  t he  
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Br i sb a n e  Da i l y  S tan d ard ,  du r in g  t h e  P r e s s  C e ns o r sh ip  

C on f e r en c e .   

 

A  f e w m on th s  l a t e r ,  wh e n  t h e  P r im e  Mi n i s t e r ,  M r  Hu gh e s ,  

a t t e mpt e d  to  ex t e nd  t h e  c en so r sh i p  f o r  a  fu r t he r  s ix  mo n th s  a f t e r  

t h e  s i gn i n g  o f  t h e  P e a c e  T re a t y,  i t  w as  s t r on g l y o p po s ed  b y t h e  

p r e s s .  Th e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  RE G  d e sc r ib ed  i t  a s  an  “ a f t e r - w a r  

s t ru gg l e ” ,  t h e  “ b a t t l e  b y A u s t r a l i a ns  fo r  t he  r e co ve r y o f  t h e  r i gh t s  

an d  l i b e r t i e s  w h i ch  t h e y s u r r en d ered  t o  t h e  Fed era l  Go v ern men t  

f o r  t h e  d u r a t i on  o f  t h e  w a r” .  T he  ed i to r i a l  ga v e  a l so  t h e  r e a s on s  

f o r  t h e  gov e r nm en t ’ s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  g i ve  b a ck  t h e  s p e c i a l  p o w er s :   

 

“ T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t i ve  h a s  b e c o me  s o  a c c u s t o me d  t o  

g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o o  mu c h  a b o u t  

P a r l i a me n t  t h a t  i t  d r e a d s  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  t i me  w h e n  i t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  

l i m i t  i t s  a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ” . 35 

 

T w o  w e ek s  a f t e r  t he  e nd  o f  t h e  wa r ,  t he  e d i t o r i a l  o f  R EG  

c o n c ed e d  t h a t  t h e  ce n so r sh i p  i n  A us t r a l i a ,  t h ou s an ds  o f  

k i l om et r es  aw a y f r o m th e  w a r  z on e  h ad  be e n  “m o r e  h a r sh  a nd  

ex a c t in g  th an  i n  Br i t a in ” . 36 Th e  ed i to r i a l  a l s o  s t a t e d :  “ Th e  

c e n so r s h i p  th ro u gho u t  Aus t r a l i a  a nd  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Br i t i s h  

E mp i r e  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a ge s  o f  t h e  w ar  d i d  m o r e  ha r m i n  b l i nd i n g  

t h e  p eo p l e  t o  t h e  r ea l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i on  t ha n  go o d  i n  

w i t hh o l d in g  in f o r ma t i on  f rom  t h e  fo e ” . 37 Th e  N ew Y or k  Tr ib u ne  
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h a d  a l s o  ex p r es s e d  i t s  i n d i gn a t io n  ab ou t  Br i t i sh  c e ns o r s h i p  b a ck  

i n  19 15 :  

 

“ W h a t  i r r i t a t e s  t h e  r e a d e r s  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  e d i t o r s  a n d  o w n e r s  o f  

n e w s p a p e r s  i s  t h e  s e n s e l e s s  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  n e w s  o n  t h e  p r e t e n c e  t h a t  

i t  m i g h t  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  e n e my ,  t h o u g h  i n  ma n y  i n s t a n c e s  i t  i s  

q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  n e w s  w a s  k n o w n  i n  B e r l i n  d a ys  a n d  s o me t i me s  

w e e k s  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  L o n d o n ” . 38 

 

D u r i n g  t h e  w ar ,  t h e r e  w as  “ com pl e t e  co o pe r a t i o n  b e t we e n  t h e  

D e p u t y C h i e f  C e nso r ,  w hos e  h e a dq u ar t e r s  w er e  i n  M e lb ou r n e  a nd  

C h i e f  C e ns o r ’ s  D epa r tm e n t  i n  Lo n do n ” , 39 be c a us e  A us t r a l i a  w a s  

o n l y f o l l ow in g  a nd  im p l em en t i n g  th e  Br i t i s h  go v e rnm e n t ’ s  

i n s t r u c t i on s  on  ce ns o rs h ip .   F ro m t h e  a b un d an c e  o f  p r es s  r e po r t s  

d e t a i l i n g  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Ar m en ia n s ,  i t  w as  a pp a r en t  t ha t  i n  

G r e a t  B r i t a in  an d  co ns e qu e n t l y  i n  A us t r a l i a ,  p r es s  c en so rs h i p  a nd  

r e s t r a i n t s  d id  n o t  ap p l y t o  n e ws  ab ou t  t h e  m a ss a c r es  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  N e ws  r e p o r t s  o f  t he  ex te rm in a t io n  o f  Ar m en ia n s  w e r e  

p e rm i t t e d  b y t h e  c en so r s  t o  b e  pu b l i she d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  

w i t ho u t  a n y o b s t ruc t i on s  b e c aus e  Br i t i sh  fo r e i gn  p o l i c y o f  t he  

t im e  w as  s ym p a th e t i c  t o w a rd s  t h e  A rmen i ans .  G r ea t  B r i t a i n  w as  

a t  w a r  w i th  Ot t om an  Tu rk e y a n d  an y r e p o r t s  p ub l i c i z i n g  a n d  

h i gh l i gh t in g  th e  ene mi e s ’  a t r oc i t i e s  an d  b a rb a r i c  n a t u re ,  w ou ld  

h a v e  j u s t i f i e d  t h e i r  w a r  e f fo r t s  a ga i ns t  t h e  “ r u t h l es s  b a r ba r i an s ”  

( T u rk s )  an d  th e i r  a l l i e s  t h e  “G e rm a n  H u ns ” . 40  
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I f  G r e a t  B r i t a in  h ad  de c id ed  t o  c e nso r  t h e  m as s ac r e  o f  A rm e n i an s ,  

t h en  s i mi l a r  c e ns o r s h i p  wo u l d  h av e  a pp l i ed  i n  Au s t r a l i a ,  

s e r i ou s l y h a m p e r i ng  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  i n  B r i t a i n  an d  Au s t r a l i a .  W e 

c a n  o n l y gu e s s  w ha t  wo u ld  h a v e  h ap pen e d  i f  O t t om an  Tu rk e y w a s  

a  f r i e nd l y n a t i on  o r  e v en  a  n eu t r a l  n a t i o n .  M y gu e s s  i s  t h a t  h a rd l y 

a n y n e w s  w ou l d  h av e  s l i p p ed  t h r ou gh  f r om  t h e  p r yi n g  e ye s  o f  

Br i t i s h  a nd  A us t r a l i a n  c en so r s .  

 

In  a  d o c um en t  ke p t  i n  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  A r c h i v es  a nd  t i t l ed   

“ C onf id e n t i a l  I n s t ru c t io ns  t o  t h e  Pr e s s ”  t he  F or e i gn  O f f i c e  

i n s t r u c t ed  t h e  “ ed i to r s  o f  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  p r e s s ”  t o  b e  f r i e nd l y t o  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y b e c a u s e  “ t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  ne u t r a l i t y  o f  

T u rk e y i s  o f  c ou rs e  a  p a r am ou n t  Br i t i sh  i n t e r es t ” .  I t  e m pha s i z e d  

a l so  “ th e  d i p l om at i c  imp o r t an c e  o f  a l l o w in g  no t h i n g  to  ap p e a r  i n  

t h e  p r e s s  w h i c h  i s  l i k e l y t o  p ro du c e  a n  u n f a vo u ra b l e  im pre s s i on  

i n  Tu r k e y” . 41 T h es e  “ i ns t r u c t i on s”  f rom th e  Fo r e i gn  Of f i c e ,  

s ho r t l y  b e f o r e  O t t om a n  Tu r ke y e n t e r ed  t h e  w a r ,  l e f t  no  do u b t  

a b ou t  Br i t i s h  go v e rn m en t ’ s  d es i r e  n o t  t o  p r in t  a n yt h i n g  tha t  

w o u l d  i n  a n y w a y o f f e n d  Tu rk e y.  R ep or t s  o f  t h e  ex t e r mina t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns  c e r t a in ly  w o u l d  ha v e  p ro duc e d  an  “u nf a vo u ra b l e  

i mp r es s io n  in  T u rke y”  a n d  c on se qu e n t l y  b a r r e d  f ro m ap pe a r in g  in  

G r ea t  Br i t a in  an d  i t s  do min io ns  i f  O t to m an  T u rk ey w a s  a  f r i e nd l y 

n a t io n  o r  h ad  r e m ain e d  n eu t r a l  du r i n g  t h e  w a r .   
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4.4 War propaganda 

 

I f  t r u th  i s  t h e  f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  o f  w ar ,  i s  i t  po s s i b l e  t h a t  r epo r t s  o f  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e ni an s  w e re  a l so  a  “ c as u a l t y”?  Th e  

e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  REG  f i v e  ye a r s  a f t e r  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  w a r  ad m i t t ed  

t h a t  p ro p a ga nd a  w as  wid e l y u s e d  du r ing  t h e  w a r . 42  

 

E v en  a  c a su a l  g l a nc e  a t  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  ne w sp ap e r s  o f  W W I,  

l e a ve s  t h e  f i r m  i m pr e s s i o n  on  t h e  r e ade r  t h a t  A us t r a l i an  

n e w sp ap e r s ,  m i r ro r i n g  Br i t i s h  p r e s s ,  w e r e  h i gh l y G e r m a n o ph ob i c .   

C u r io us l y,  s imi l a r  T u r co ph ob ic  i n t en t i on s  w e r e  no t  v i s i b l e .   

 

T h e  m ain  Al l i e d  a nd  a l so  A us t r a l i an  p r o p a ga nd a  w a s  d i r ec t e d  

a ga i ns t  G e rm an s  a nd  t h e  30 ,0 00  s t r on g  G e rm a n  sp e ak i n g  

c o m m u ni t y o f  A us t r a l i a  d i d  no t  e sc a pe  i t s  e f f e c t s .  T h e  “W a r  

P r e c au t io ns  r e gu la t i on  (N o .  5 5 )  ga v e  au th o r i t y  t o  in t e r n  an y 

n a tu r a l i s ed  s ub j e c t  w h o  w as  d i s a f f e c t ed  o r  d i s l o ya l ” , 43 a nd  a s  a  

c o ns e qu e n ce  s om e  7 0 00  m em b e r s  o f  t h e  G er m a n  c om m uni t y w e r e  

i n t e rn e d  du r i n g  W W I.   

 

D i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m en t  w a s  r es e rv e d  f o r  Ot t om a n  su b j e c t s .  Un d e r  t h e  

A l i e ns  R e gi s t r a t i on  R e gu l a t i on s ,  O t t om a n  su b j e c t s  w er e  a l so  

r e g i s t e r ed .  Th e y w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  in t o  tw o  s e pa r a t e  c a t e gor i es ;  

M us l im s  ( Alb a n i a ns ,  A r ab s ,  K u rd s ,  T ur k s )  an d  no n -M us l im s  

( A r m en i a ns ,  J e w s ,  G r e e ks  an d  S yr i a n s ) . 44 T h es e  Ch r i s t i a n  s ub j ec t s  
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o f  Ot t om an  T u rk e y w e r e  ex em pt e d  f rom  re s t r i c t io ns  im pos e d  on  

s ub j ec t s  o f  e n em y c o un t r i e s .  In  J a nu ar y 1 9 1 5 ,  t h e  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  

D e f e n c e  i s s u ed  d i re c t i on s  ex emp t in g  a n y  “ G r e e k ,  A rm en i an  o r  

S yr i a n ”  f r om “ a l l  o r  a n y”  o f  p a ra g r a p hs  o f  A l i en s  In s t r u c t i on s  o f  

1 9 14 . 45  

 

D u r i n g  t h e  fo c us  pe r io d  o f  m y r e s e a r ch ,  1 91 5- 19 23 ,  A rme n i ans  

w e r e  p o r t r a ye d  p os i t i v e l y i n  t h e  Au s t ra l i a n  p r es s .  In  s ome  

e d i t o r i a l s ,  r e f e r e n ce s  we r e  m ad e  t o  t he  c h ar a c t e r  o f  A rm e n i ans .  

O f t en  a r t i c l e s  w er e  d ed i ca t ed  t o  fu nd  r a i s in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  In  l e t t e r s  

t o  t h e  ed i t o r s  w r i t t en  b y m e mb ers  o f  F r i e nd s  o f  Arm en i a  o r  

a p p e a l s  m a de  b y s t a t e  gov e rn m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  fu nd s  f o r  

A r m en i a n  r e fu ge e s ,  t h e  p os i t i v e  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t he  Arm e n i an s  

w e r e  o f t e n  me n t io ne d .  In  m a n y a r t i c l e s  Ar m en i a  wa s  l i k en e d  to  

Be l g i um ( AR G  2 4  Fe b .  19 16 )  as  a  s m al l  n a t i o n  t r a mpl e d  up o n  b y 

a  b ru t e  an d  v i c i ou s  p ow e r .   

 

H o w ev e r ,  A rm en i an s  p r ed omi n an t l y  w e r e  po r t r a ye d  a s  pea c e f u l  

C h r i s t i an s ,  s ub j e c t e d  t o  c en tu r i e s  o f  m i s ru l e ,  p e r s e cu t ion  an d  

m a ss a c re s .  

 

O n e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r enc e s  b e t w e en  s to r i e s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  a t t r i bu t ed  t o  

G e r m an s  an d  T ur ks  w a s  t h a t  a t r o c i t i e s  a t t r i bu t e d  to  G e rma n s  

c o m pl e t e l y c e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  w a r  i n  1 91 8 ,  w h i l e  r e po r t s  

o f  T u rk i sh  a t ro c i t i e s  an d  m ass a c r es  a ga i ns t  t h e  A rm en ia ns  
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c o n t i nu e d  un a b a t ed  u n t i l  t h e  en d  o f  192 2 .  R e po r t s  i n  19 23  

i n c lu d ed  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  A rm e n i an  o r ph an s  a nd  r e f u ge e s  and  i n  

A u gu s t  o f  t h e  s am e  ye a r  t h e  f i n a l  r e por t  o f  d ep o r t a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns  f r om  T ur k i s h  A rm en ia .     

 

4.4.1 Comparison between Turkish and German atrocities 

 

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  s t a ge s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  r ep o r t s  o f  Ge r m a n  a t ro c i t i e s  

a ga i ns t  Be l g i a n  c iv i l i an s  w e re  ab un d an t  i n  t h e  n e ws p ap e rs ,  bu t  

l a t e r  r e po r t s  m a in ly  r e l a t e d  t o  ex c esse s  com mi t t ed  a ga i ns t  

i nd iv i du a l s ,  l i k e  the  ex e cu t io n  o f  n u rse  Ca v e l l , 46 t h e  s i nk ing  o f  

s h i ps  b y s u bm ar in es  o r  a t ro c i t i e s  comm i t t ed  aga in s t  B r i t i s h ,  

F r e n c h  a nd  Ru ss i a n  p r i so ne r s  o f  w ar .  G e r m an  n am e s  w e re  

a c c om p an i ed  b y a d j e c t i v es  wh i c h  sh ow e d  t h e m  as  b e i n g  c r u e l  

b a rb a r i ans  l i k e  t h e i r  an ce s t o r s ,  h ead l in e s  l i k e -  H un  B ar ba r i t y ,  

H u n Ho rr or ,  G er ma n  I nh u ma ni t y ,  G erm a n  Sa v ag er y ,  Br u ta l  

G e r ma ns ,  G er ma n  V a nd a l i sm ,  H un gr y  T eu t on s ,  G e rm a n  F i en ds ,  

G e r ma n  M ad ne ss ,  G e r ma n  B ea s t l i n es s ,  G er m an  R ap a c i t y ,  

P r uss ia n  V i pe r ,  Ger m an  I n f am y ,  w e r e  c o mmo n.  Th os e  h e ad l i ne s  

m i gh t  h av e  in c lu d ed  t h e  s to r y o f  t h e  ba s h i n g  o r  m a l t r e a tm e n t  o f  

s om e  A l l i e d  p r i s one r ( s ) ,  o r  t h e  t o r p edo in g  o f  som e  A l l i ed  s h i p ( s )  

( S e e  p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  a t ro c i t i e s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  G e rm an s ,  p r i n t e d  i n  

S M H ,  i n  t h e  A pp e nd ix ) .  
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W h i l e  e v er y o p po r tu n i t y  w a s  us ed  t o  h i gh l i gh t  t h e  i nh um an i t y o f  

t h e  G e rm an s  a nd  to  p o r t r a y t h em  as  a  b a r b ar i c  na t i on ,  m an y o f  

t h e  h ea d l in es  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i a ns  d i d  no t  

i n c lu d e  th e  n am e  “T u rk ” ,  “ Tu r ke y”  o r  “ Tu r k i sh ”  i n  b o ld  l e t t e r s  t o  

e m ph as i z e  Tu rk i s h  c r u e l t y  o r  i n hu ma n i t y.  M os t  h e ad l in es  a bo u t  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  w e re  de s c r i p t i on s  o f  t h e  su f f e r i n g  

o f  Ar m en i a ns -  Ar me n ia n  M ass a cr es ,  Ho rr or s  o f  Ar m e n ia ,  A r m en i a  

o n e  G re a t  G ra v e ,  Ar m e n ia ns  Mas sa c r ed ,  A rm e n ia ns  s o l d  a s  

S la v es ,  Wh o le sa l e  M a ss a cr es ,  Ar m en ia n  A t ro c i t i e s ,  Ar m en ia ns  

H a l f  a  Mi l l i on  K i l l ed ,  Ar m e n ia n  M assa c r es   " G r ea t e s t  Cr i m e  in  

H i s to r y" .  On l y b y r e a d i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  w o u l d  t h e  r e ad e r  kn o w t h a t  

t h e  Ot t om a n  Tu r k i sh  go ve r nm en t  a nd  T u rk s  h ad  com mi t t e d  t ho s e  

c r im es .  I f  G e rm ans  w e re  i n  t h e  p r oces s  o f  ex t e rm in a t i n g  an o t h e r  

n a t io n  in  E u ro p e  o r  e l s e wh e r e ,  t he y w o u l d  h av e  a t t r a c t ed  mu c h  

w i de r  co ve r a ge  i n  t h e  p r e s s  wi th  a  c o lo u r fu l  l i t an y o f  i n su l t s  (S e e  

t h e  l i s t  o f  t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on  t he  m a ss a c r es  o f  A rm e n i a ns  t h a t  do  

n o t  i nc lu d e  t h e  n am e  “T ur k ”  i n  t h e  Ap p en d ix ) .  

 

T h e  a n a l ys i s  o f  t h e  A us t r a l i an  n e ws p ap e r  a r t i c l e s  c l e a r l y  

i nd i c a t ed  th a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  w a s  a  v i c iou s  p ro p a ga nd a  c a mp a i gn  

a ga i ns t  G e rm an y a n d  G e rm a ns .  A r t i c l e s  o n  a t r o c i t i e s  a t t r i bu t e d  t o  

G e r m an y n o t  o n l y r i v a l l e d  bu t  a l so  su rp a s s e d  a r t i c l e s  d ed i c a t e d  t o  

t h e  a t ro c i t i e s  comm i t t ed  b y t h e  O t t om a n  Tu rk i s h  go v e rn m en t .  In  

ge n e r a l ,  G e rm a n y w a s  p o r t r a ye d  a s  ha v in g  c ommi t t ed  t he  w or s e  

w a r  c r im es ,  o ve r sha d o win g  Ot to ma n  Tu r k e y’ s  ge n o c id a l  ca m p a i gn  
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a ga i ns t  i t s  C h r i s t i an  s ub j e c t s .  Ev e n  wh e n  r e po r t i n g  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s ,  t h e  p a p ers  u s ed  ev e r y o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  

h i gh l i gh t  G e rm an  in v o lv em e n t  i n  t h e  p r o c es s  o f  ex t e rm in a t io n .  

T h e  m at e r i a l  i s  ex t e n s i ve .  Bu t  he r e  I  w i l l  on l y c o m pa r e  a  f e w 

a r t i c l e s  t o  s e e  ho w A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  d i d  no t  mi s s  a n  

o p po r t un i t y  t o  v i l i fy  G e r m a n y,  w h i l e  t h e  Ot t om an  T u rk i sh  

go v e rnm en t ,  w h i c h  w a s  com mi t t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  geno c i d e  o f  t h e  

c e n tu r y,  w a s  t r e a t ed  m u ch  l e s s  h a r sh ly .  

 

H e r e  I  w i l l  c i t e  s e ve r a l  a r t i c l e s  t o  s how  ho w a t r o c i t i e s  a t t r i bu t ed  

t o  G e rm an s  w e r e  g iv e n  mo r e  e mp ha s i s  t h an  th e  ex t e r min a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns .   

 

In  M a y 1 9 1 5 ,  MCY 47 r e p o r t ed  w i th  t h re e - l i n e  h e ad l in es  t h e  

a t ro c i t i e s  o f  T u rk i sh  t r oo ps  in  P e r s i a  aga i n s t  t h e  A rm e n i an  c i v i l  

p o pu l a t i o n .  In  a n  ad j a ce n t  co l um n wi th  fo u r - l i ne  h e a d l i ne s  an d  a  

l on ge r  r ep o r t  i t  p r in t ed  an  a r t i c l e  d ed i c a t ed  t o  G e rm an  a t r o c i t i e s  

aga i ns t  B r i t i sh  p r i so n e rs . 48 Th e  A G E  p r i n t ed  t h e  s am e  s to r y  i n  

s imi l a r  f a sh io n  wi th  m o re  s p ace  g iv e n  to  t he  n e w s  o f  t h e  k i l l i n g  

o f  m uc h  sm al l e r  n um b er  o f  Br i t i s h  so ld i e r s  wi th  f i v e - l i n e  

h e a d l i n e , 49 w h i l e  t h e  n e ws  o f  t h e  m as sac r e  o f  s om e  1 00 0  

A r m en i a ns  wa s  g i ve n  a ga i n  in  t h r e e - l i n e  h e a d l i n e 50 ( s e e  cop y i n  

A p p en d ix ) .  
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B C  i n  i t s  19  M a y 1 9 1 5  i s s u e  ha d  a  1 4 - l i n e  n e ws  r e po r t  d e t a i l i n g  

a t ro c i t i e s  co mmi t t ed  b y G e r m a ns ,  wh ic h  i n c lu d ed  t he  m as s a c r e  o f  

Br i t i s h  p r i s on e rs . 51 Im med i a t e l y fo l l o win g  t h a t  a r t i c l e ,  ano t h e r  

1 6 - l i n e  n ew s  r e po r t  h ad  as  i t s  su b j e c t  t h e  c ru c i f i x i on  o f  a  

C a na d i a n  o f f i c e r  an d  th e  r e v en ge  b y C a na d i a n  t r oo ps  a ga i ns t  t h e  

G e r m an s . 52 In  t h e  a d j a c en t  c o l u m n  fu r t he r  do wn  a  t h r e e  l i ne  

a r t i c l e  d e s c r ib e d  t he  m ass a c r e  o f  s i x  t h o us an d  A rm e n i an s 53 (S e e  

c o p y o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  Ap p en d ix ) .  

 

In  J u l y o f  t h e  s a m e  ye a r ,  t h e  A G E ,  i n  tw o  s e pa r a t e  t i t l e s  an d  a  1 9 -

l i n e  a r t i c l e ,  r ep or t ed  G er m an  a t ro c i t i e s  i n  P o l a nd . 54 Fo l l owi n g  

t h i s  r ep o r t  a  t wo  l i n e  t i t l e  r epo r t ed  i n  1 8  l i ne s  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  

t ho us a nd s  o f  Ar m en i an s  m a in l y w o m en  an d  c h i l d r en 55 ( S e e  c op y 

o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  A pp e nd ix ) .   

 

In  A p r i l  1 91 6 ,  AG E  h ad  a ga i n  g i v en  mo r e  im po r t a n c e  t o  Br i t i s h  

p r i s on e rs  o f  w a r .  A  t en - l i n e  a r t i c l e  r epo r t e d  t h e  f i n d i n gs  o f  a  

Br i t i s h  comm iss io n  o n  t h e  con d i t i on s  i n  a  w a r  cam p  and  th e  r ep l y 

f r om  G er m an y t o  t he  Br i t i sh  ac c us a t ion s . 56 Im m e di a t e l y i t  w a s  

fo l l o w e d  b y an o th e r  t h i r t e en - l i n e  a r t i c l e  r epo r t i n g  on  t he  s a me  

c a m p ba s ed  o n  th e  l e t t e r  o f  a  Br i t i s h  p r i so ne r . 57 A l l  up  a  23 - l in e  

a r t i c l e  t o  d es c r ib e  t h e  sa n i t a r y c o n d i t i o ns  i n  a  POW  c amp.  

Im m e d i a t e l y f o l l o wi n g  t he s e  a r t i c l e s  an  e l e ve n - l i n e  a r t i c l e  

r e p o r t ed  t h e  ex t e r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s 58 (S e e  co p y o f  t h e  

a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A ppen d ix ) .  
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In  1 9 1 7 ,  i n  a  f ou r - l i n e  a r t i c l e ,  S M H r ep o r t ed  on  t h e  f amine  i n  

A r m en i a  an d  ho w  K u r ds  w e r e  s e l l i n g  A r m en i a n  w om en  an d  

ch i l d r en . 59 In  an  ad j acen t  co lu mn ,  a  tw o- l i n e  t i t l e  an d  fou r t een -

l i n e  r e po r t  a ga i n  co n c en t r a t e d  on  t h e  i l l  t r e a tm en t  o f  F r en c h  a nd  

Br i t i s h  p r i s on e rs  o f  w a r  b y G e r m a ns 60 ( S e e  c op y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  

t h e  Ap p en d ix ) .   

 

T e n  d a ys  a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e ,  S M H  d ed i c a t ed  h a l f  a  c o lum n to  

“ H u n  a t r oc i t i e s ” .  W i t h  t h r e e - l i n e  h ead l i ne s ,  f i v e  s ub h e ad in gs  an d  

1 3 3  l i n es  o f  t ex t ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  d e c r i ed  G e r m an  a t ro c i t i e s  d u r i n g  th e  

w a r . 61  Im m e d i a t e l y fo l l o wi n g  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  a  tw o - l i n e  head l in e  

r e p o r t ed  w h a t  t h e  U n d er -S e c r e t a r y f o r  F o r e i gn  A f f a i r s  ha d  

d e c l a r e d  i n  th e  H ous e  o f  Co mmo ns  o n  h o w th e  Al l i e s  wo u l d  no t  

p e rm i t  f u r th e r  T u rk i sh  m as s a c r e s  o f  Arm e n i an s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  h ad  

o n l y 1 5  l i n es  an d  th e  m as s a c r e s  w e re  s t i l l  co n t in u in g 62  (Se e  c op y 

o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  A pp e nd ix ) .  

 

Be s id e s  t h e  wi d e r  co v e r a ge  g i v en  to  Ge r m an  a t ro c i t i e s ,  t he  

h i e r a r c h y o f  imp o r t a n c e  i s  c l e a r l y  v i s ib l e .  W e s t e rn  es p ec i a l l y  

E u ro p e an ,  B r i t i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  Be l g i an  l i ve s  we r e  g i v en  m or e  

p r omi n en c e  t h a n  t he  A rm e n i an  o n es .  Th e  d e a t h  o f  a  W e s t e r n e r  

r e c e i v e d  wi d er  co ve r a ge  wi t h  b o l de r  he a d l i n e s  t h an  t h e  s l a u gh t e r  

o f  h un d r eds ,  a nd  i n  so m e  c as e s ,  t h ou s an ds  o f  A r me n i a ns .   
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A n  ex am pl e  o f  t h i s  i s  an  a r t i c l e  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  Ar g us 63 a bo u t  

“ s e v er a l  hu nd r ed  Am e r i c a ns ”  t h a t  T u rk s  w e r e  ho l d i n g  i n  J a f f a  

( P a l es t i n e )  an d  wou ld  n o t  l e t  t h e m go .  Th e  s t o r y w a s  r epo r t e d  

w i t h  th r e e  l i n e  h e ad l i ne s  us in g  b i g  b o l d  f on t s .  T h e  h e ad l i n es  

g r a b b e d  t h e  r e ad e r ’ s  a t t e n t i on  t o  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  Am e r i c an s  w h o  

w e r e  n o t  a l l ow e d  to  l e a ve  t h e  Ot t om an  Emp i r e .  Th e i r  l i ve s  we r e  

n o t  ev e n  i n  d an ge r .  Y e t ,  t h e  f ou r t h  l i ne  o f  t h e  t i t l e ,  i n  sma l l e r  

f o n t s ,  r e a d  Mo r e  Ar m e n ia n  H orr or s  an d  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a n  A m e r i c an  

e ye w i t n es s ,  d e s c r ibe d  t h e  su f f e r in gs  o f  A rm e n i an  r e f u ge es .  T he  

r e f us a l  o f  Tu rk e y t o  l e t  go  s ev e r a l  h un d r ed  A m er i ca ns  wa s  m or e  

n e w sw o r th y t h a n  t ha t  o f  A rm e n i an s  w ho  “h a d  l i v e d  a  ye a r  h i d i n g  

i n  c a ve s  a nd  h un t ed  l i k e  wi l d  an i m al s”  (S e e  c op y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  

i n  t h e  A pp e nd ix ) .  

 

A  mo n th  a f t e r  t h e  A r mi s t i c e ,  S M H  i n  a  tw o - l i n e  t i t l e  an d  t wen t y-

f o u r - l i ne  a r t i c l e  r ep o r t ed  t h e  i l l  t r ea tm e n t  o f  a  w om a n  by  t h e  

G e r m an s .  S h e  h ad  j u s t  r e t u r ne d  t o  Li ve r p oo l  f rom  G er m an y. 64 In  

a n  ad j a c e n t  c o l um n,  on e - l i n e  t i t l e  an d  s i x - l i n e  a r t i c l e  r e po r t e d  

h o w Tu r k i s h  a g i t a to r s  w e r e  s t i r r i n g  t he  po pu l ac e  t o  m a ssa c r e  

A r m en i a ns  an d  t h a t  a  l a r ge  n um be r  o f  t h em w e r e  a l r e a d y 

m u rd e r ed ,  “ ch u r ch es  ro bb e d  a nd  g r av es  d e s e c r a t e d ” 65 (S e e  c o p y o f  

t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  A p p en d i x ) .  

 

B C  i n  mi d  19 18  p ub l i s h ed  a  f i v e - l i n e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  s e co nd  co lum n 

f r om  l e f t  w i th  b o l d  l e t t e r s  an no un c i n g  h ow  G e rm a ns  h a d  “ s lo wl y 
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s t a r v ed  t o  de a th ”  10  Be l g i a ns . 66 T h ree  co lu mn s  t o  t h e  r i gh t  w i th  

s m al l e r  f on t s  a nd  a  t h r e e - l i n e  a r t i c l e  i t  r e po r t e d  t h e  m as sa c r e  o f  

o v e r  10 ,0 00  A r me n i a ns 67 ( S e e  co p y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  

A p p en d ix ) .   

 

T o  e mp h as i z e  G e rma n y’ s  gu i l t  an d  c om pl i c i t y  w i t h  Ot t om a n  

T u rk e y,  o f t e n  t h e  K a i s e r ’ s  n am e  was  i n c lu d ed  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  

a r t i c l e s  on  t he  m a ss a c r es  o f  A rm e n i a ns .   S om e o f  t h es e  a r t i c l e s  

d id  co n ce r n  G e rm an  o f f i c i a l s  w ho  w ere  s e rv i n g  i n  Ot t oma n  

T u rk e y a n d  w e r e  inv o l v ed  in  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Ar m en ia n s .  

S om e o t he r s ,  h ow ev e r ,  c on c e rn e d  on ly  T u r k s  bu t  G e rm an y o r  

K a i s e r ’ s  n am e  was  a l so  i n c lu ded  in  t he  t i t l e .   

 

M os t  t i t l e s  t h a t  i n c l ud e d  t h e  K a i s e r ’ s  n a m e  w er e  p r i n t e d  i n  BC .  

T h e  n e ws pa p e r  w as  t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  K a i s e r ’ s  n am e  t o  d en ou n c e  

T u rk i s h  c ru e l t y  e v e n  t ho u gh  th e  a r t i c l e  d i d  no t  co n c e r n  

G e r m an s . 68 T h e  nex t  d a y B C  h a d  l i k e ne d  G e rm a ns  to  Ku rd s .  T he  

a r t i c l e  wa s  b as e d  on  t h e  r ep o r t  o f  Lo r d  Br yc e  o n  G e rm an  

a t ro c i t i e s  i n  Be l g ium ,  a nd  com p a r i s on  w a s  m ad e  b e t w e en  G e r m an  

a t ro c i t i e s  i n  B e l g i um  an d  Ku r d i s h  a t r oc i t i e s  a ga i ns t  Ar m en i an s . 69  

Few  mo n th s  l a t e r ,  B C  h ad  an  a r t i c l e  w i t h  t h e  n am e  o f  t he  K a i s e r  

i n  t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  r e po r t  aga in  w a s  no t  r e l a t e d  t o  G e rm ans . 70 In  

S e p t emb e r ,  t h e  p ape r  h ad  a ga i n  a  s i mi l a r  t i t l e  b l ami n g  t he  K a i s e r  

f o r  h a v in g  a  b a d  a l l y . 71 E v en  t he  s t o r y o f  C EW  B e an  i n c lud e d  i n  
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t h e  t i t l e  G e rm a n y’ s  n am e . 72 In  1 91 7 ,  ano th e r  s im i l a r  s a r c as t i c  

t i t l e  w a s  p r in t e d  b y  BC . 73 

 

In  m a n y a s p e c t s ,  Ge r m an y s h a r ed  t h e  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  i n  t he  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s .  N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  G e rm a n  au t ho r i t i e s  

n o t  a t t em pt  t o  p r e ve n t  t h e  m ass a c r es  bu t  a l so  i n  m a n y i n s t a n ce s  

G e r m an  o f f i c i a l s  ac t i v e l y p a r t i c i pa t ed  t o  t he  ex t e r min a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  A c cu s a t io ns  a ga i ns t  Ge rma n  gov e r nm en t  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s ,  no  do ub t  mi r r o r in g  Br i t i s h  p re s s ,  c a n  be  d i v id e d  

b r o ad l y i n t o  t wo  m a i n  c a t e go r i e s -  Ge rm a n  i nd i f f e r en c e  t o  t h e  

ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s ,  and  d i re c t  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  t h e  

m a ss a c re s .  Th e  Chu r ch  o f  En g l an d  Me s s en g er  b es t  s umm e d  up  th e  

f e e l i n g  in  Au s t r a l i a  o n  wh y G e r m an y w a s  h e l d  r es po ns ib l e  f o r  t h e  

f a t e  o f  A rm en i ans :  “ O n e  w o rd  f r om G er m an y c o u ld  p r ob ab l y s t o p  

t h i s  a wf u l  ca r n a ge .  T ha t  on e  w o rd  re m a i ns  u ns po ke n .  M o ra l l y ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  G e rm an y i s  a s  gu i l t y  a s  Tu rk e y” . 74  

 

T h e  a r t i c l e s  a cc us i n g  G e rm a n y o f  i n d i f f e r e n ce  t o  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s  w e re  ab un d an t  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  

p r e s s .  In  a n  ed i to r i a l ,  RE G  m en t io n ed  M r  A sq u i t h ’ s  s p ee ch  wh e r e  

“h e  (M r  As qu i t h )  he l d  (P ru s s i an  mi l i t a r i s t s )  l a rge l y r e s po ns ib l e  

f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  T ur k i sh  m as s a c r e s  o f  Arm e n i an s ” . 75 T h e  sa me  d a y 

S M H  w r o t e :  “ M r  As qu i t h  r e fe r r ed  t o  th e  m as s a c r e  o f  A rm e n i an s .  

G e r m an y w a s  m as t e r  o f  Tu r ke y a n d  b y l i f t i n g  up  a  f i n ge r ;  s h e  

c o u l d  h av e  p r ev e n te d  an  o r ga n i s ed  c am p ai gn  o f  ou t r a ge  a n d  
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m a ss a c re .  B u t  s h e  l o o ke d  on  u nm ov e d  a n d  a c qu i e s c en t ” . 76 T h e  

R e g i s t er ’ s  ed i to r i a l  o f  Fe b ru a r y 1 9 1 6 77po s ed  a ga i n  t h e  q ue s t i o n  o f  

G e r m an  in d i f f e r e n ce :  “ I t  s e e ms  in c r ed i b l e  th a t  s u ch  t h in gs  co u l d  

b e  d on e  t o  C h r i s t i an s  i n  t h i s  t w en t i e th  c e n t u r y,  a n d  s t i l l  m o re  

i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  a  p ro f e s s ed l y C h r i s t i a n  n a t i on  l i k e  G e rm an y 

s ho u l d  s t an d  p as s ive l y b y w h i l e  t h e  ma s s a c r e  an d  ou t r a ge  

p r o c ee d ed ” .  A f t e r  r e p e a t in g  th e i r  c on v i c t i o n  th a t  “ a  wo r d  f r om  

t h e  K a i se r  t o  En ve r  w ou ld  h av e  p r e ve n t e d  t h e  a w fu l  s e r i e s  o f  

c r i m e s”  t h e  p ap e r  m e n t i on e d  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  G er m an  o f f i c i a l s  

t o  t h e  su f f e r in g  o f  A r m en i a ns ,  “ G e rm an  co ns u l s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  

t h ro u gh  wh i ch  th e  c a r a v an s  o f  m i s e r y p a s s e d  l oo k ed  o n  an d  

w a s he d  th e i r  h a nd s  o f  t h e  b us i n es s ” .   

 

I t  c o n c lu d ed  c on f i rm in g  G e rm an y’ s  gu i l t :  “A  fe a r fu l  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  r e s t s  u po n  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  w ho  b e ga n  th e  w a r  a nd  

u n l e as h ed  t h e  pa s s io ns  wh i c h  m ad e  suc h  i n iq u i t i e s  p os s ib l e ”  e v en  

t ho u gh  “ t h e y ( t h e  G e r m an s )  we r e  n o t  i n  t h i s  c as e  t h e  a c tu a l  

a s s as s in s… ”   

 

In  a n  e d i to r i a l  S MH  a l so  a cc us e d  G e rm a n y o f  i n d i f f e r e nc e  t o  t h e  

f a t e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s :  “T h e  G e rm an s  h a d  s t oo d  b y a n d  i nc u r r ed  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  m as s a c r e s  b y a l l o w in g  t h em  to  go  on ” . 78 In  

m a n y s i mi l a r  a r t i c l e s  an d  ed i t o r i a l s ,  Ge rm an  au th o r i t i e s  w e re  

b l am ed  fo r  no t  u s i ng  t h e i r  i n f l u en c e  to  s t op  t he  ex te r min a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns .   
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S t a r t i n g  19 15 ,  n ews  r ep or t s  an d  ed i t o r i a l s  a c c us ed  Ge r m an y o f  

c o ns p i r a c y w i t h  t h e  O t to ma n  go v e rnm en t  a nd  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i on  

o f  Ge r ma n  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  m ass a c r es .  E i gh t y- o n e  ye a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  

1 9 96 ,  P ro f  V a h ak n  D a d r i a n ,  a  s c ho la r  o f  Ar m en i a n  G en o c i d e ,  

u s i n g  a r c h i va l  ma t e r i a l s  f ro m G e rm an ,  O t to ma n  a nd  Au s t r i a n  

s ou r c es  p ub l i s h ed  a  b oo k  on  th e  r e sp on s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Ge rm a n  

go v e r nm en t , 79 w h i c h  w a s  a pp a r e n t  a l so  du r in g  W W I.  

 

T h e  f i r s t  r e po r t s  im p l i c a t i n g  G e rm any a p p e a r e d  in  J u l y 1 9 15 .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  r ep o r t s :  “ In  s om e  ca se s  Ge r ma n  o f f i c i a l s  h ad  

c o un t en an c e d  a nd  en c ou r a ge d  t h e  c r i m e s ” . 80 

 

In  N o v e m b e r ,  m o re  r e po r t s  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  p re s s  a cc us i ng  

G e r m an s  o f  d i r e c t  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  t he  m as sa c r es .  I t  w a s  t h e  s to r y 

o f  t he  A rm en i a ns  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  M us h  w h o  w e r e  r es i s t i n g  T u rk i s h  

a t t e mpt s  t o  d e po r t  t h em bu t :  “ T ur k i sh  a r t i l l e r y m a nn e d  by  

G e r m an  o f f i c e r s  b ro k e  do w n  t h e i r  po s i t i o ns ” . 81 

 

T h e  t i t l e s  o f  n ew spa p e r s  o f  Oc to b er  19 1 5 , 82 ex c ep t  S M H ,  ac c u s ed  

G e r m an y o f  en c ou ra g i n g  t h e  A rm e n i an  m as sa c r es .  T he  r ep o r t s  

w e r e  b a s ed  o n  “ t h e  C a i ro  co r r es po nd en t  o f  t h e  T im e s ” .  Al l  

n e w sp ap e r s ,  i n c lu d i n g  S M H ,  m e n t i on ed  t h e  n am es  o f  t wo  G e rm a n  

o f f i c i a l s  “H e r r  R oss l e r ,  G e rm a n  C on su l  a t  A l e pp o ”  a nd  “Ba r o n  

O p p en h e im ”  ( on l y t h e  M er c ur y  m en t ion e d  th e  n am e  as  

A p p en h e im ) .   
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Bo t h  m e n  w e re  a l so  m en t io n ed  in  P ro f .  D a dr i an ’ s  b oo k 83 

c o n f i rmi n g  t h e  ne ws p ap e r  r e po r t s  t h a t  b o t h  me n  h ad  i nd e ed  be e n  

i nv o l ve d  wi th  t he  m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns .  Th e  n e ws p ap er s  f i r s t  

r e p o r t ed  th a t :  “ H e r r  Ros s l e r ,  Ge r ma n  C on su l  a t  A l ep po ,  w e n t  t o  

A i n t ab  an d  su pe r in t e nd e d  t h em  ( th e  a t r o c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns )  i n  p e r so n ” .  Ho w ev e r ,  P ro f .  D ad r i a n  no t e d  th a t  

R os s l e r  co u l d  no t  ha v e  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm en i an s  a s  

o th e r  G e rm a n  o f f i c i a l s  h ad  d on e .  H e  w r o t e :  

 

“ T h e s e  p e o p l e  ( G e r ma n  o f f i c i a l s ,  c o n s u l s  a n d  o t h e r s )  o f t e n  r i s k e d  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  h e a l t h  a n d  e v e n  l i ve s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o b v i a t e ,  i f  n o t  

p r e ve n t ,  t h e  c a r n a g e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  T u r ke y .   

 

T h e y  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  A r me n o p h i l e s  b u t  d e c e n t  a n d  G o d  f e a r i n g  

s e r v a n t s  o f  G e r ma n  s t a t e  w h o  f e l t  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  v o r t e x  o f  a  w a r  

g e n e r a t i n g  c o n f l i c t i n g  e mo t i o n s  a n d  l o y a l t i e s .  O n e  o f  t h e m,  v e t e r a n  

A l e p p o  C o n s u l  D r .  W a l t e r  R o s s l e r ,  w a s  o b s e r v e d  ‘ w e e p i n g  b i t t e r l y ’  i n  

f a c e  o f  t h e  i n f e r n o  o f  u n s p e a k a b l e  a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  e n a c t e d  

i n  a n d  a r o u n d  h i s  c o n s u l a r  d i s t r i c t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e p i c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  

A r me n i a n  h o l o c a u s t ” . 84 

 

A c c o rd in g  t o  P r o f .  D a d r i a n ,  Ro ss l e r  wa s  a  m a n  w ho  ab hor r e d  th e  

T u rk s ’  a t ro c i t i e s  aga i n s t  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  I t  i s  p os s ib l e  t ha t  i n  t h e  

c o n fu s io n  o f  w a r ,  t h e  T im es ’  co r r esp on d en t ’ s  so u r ce  m i gh t  h av e  

m i s t a k en  D r  R o ss l e r ’ s  p r es e nc e  i n  Ai n t a b  wh e r e  T ur ks  wer e  

k i l l i n g  A rm en i ans ,  a s  a  p re s en c e  t o  enc o u r a ge  o r  su p er v i se  t h e  
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m a ss a c re s .  Tu rk s  d i d  no t  ne e d  a n y s u pe r v i s i on  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  

s i n c e  t h e y w e r e  exp e r t s  i n  co nd uc t i n g  m as sa c r es  an d  h ad  

c e n tu r i es  o f  ex p er i e n c e .  On  t h e  o th e r  h a nd ,  P r o f  D ad r i a n  h ad  

d e d i c a t e d  qu i t e  f e w p a ge s 85 t o  t h e  “n o to r i ou s  Ba ro n  O pp e nh e im ” 86 

a n d  h i s  i nv o l v em en t  i n  t h e  ma ss a c r es  o f  Ar m en i a ns .  Op pe n h e im ’ s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n c l ud e d  m an y a s p e c t s ,  p r op a ga n d a  a ga i ns t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns ,  v i l i f i c a t i o n  o f  Ar m en i a ns ,  a n d  ju s t i f i c a t io n  o f  

T u rk i s h  a t r oc i t i e s .  O p p en h e im  w a s  a l so  m e n t i on e d  i n  t h e  A R G 87 a s  

b e in g  b i t t e r  aga i ns t  t h e  A r men i ans .   

 

In  1 9 1 9 ,  n e ws p ap e rs  r ep or t ed  h ow  T u rk s  h ad  k i l l e d  50 0 , 00 0  

A r m en i a ns .  Th e i r  so u r c e  w as  an  a r t i c l e  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  “Pe t i t  

P a r i s i e n ” .  T h e  r epo r t  m e n t i on e d  G e rm a n  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

t h e  k i l l i n g :  “G e rm an  o f f i c e r s  c au s ed  th e  m as s a c r e  o f  1 ,50 0  p eo p l e  

a t  K e m a n ” . 88 I  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  a n y r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  

“ K e m an ” ,  bu t  I  f o un d  r e f e r en c es  t o“ Ka m a kh ”  w h er e  a  l a rge    

n um b er  o f  Ar m en i an s  w e r e  m a ss a c r ed  a n d  “ K em a kh”  i n  P r o f  

D a d r i a n ’ s  bo ok , 89 w he r e  Tu rk s  h ad  k i l l ed  1 , 50 0  A rm en ia ns .   

 

P ro f  D a d r i an  d e s c r ib e d  ho w:  “ Ge r ma n  a u th o r i t i e s… sh ow er e d  a  

h os t  o f  Tu rk i s h  m i l i t a r y a n d  c iv i l i a n  o f f i c i a l s  …w i th  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

P ru s s i a n  a nd  Ge r m a n  d e c or a t i o ns …m os t  o f  t h es e  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  

i n c r imi n a t ed  i n  th e  o r ga n iz a t i on  an d  im pl em e n t a t i on  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e” . 90 O n e  o f  t h es e  T u rk i s h  o f f i c i a l s  w as  

M e hm a d  M e md uh  G o v er no r  o f  E rz i n ga n .  P r o f  D ad r i a n  wr o te :   
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“ I t  i s  mo s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  h i s  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  d e c o r a t i o n  c a me  f r o m D r  

C o l l e y ,  R e d  C r o s s  G e r ma n  s t a f f  s u r g e o n  a t  E r z i n c a n …  a mo n g  a  l i t a n y  

o f  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  ma s s  mu r d e r s ,  h i s  ( M e h ma d  M e md u h ’ s )  mo s t  f i e n d i s h  

a c t  w a s  t h e  b u r y i n g  a l i v e  i n  J u l y  1 9 1 5  o f  s o me  1 5 0 0  A r me n i a n  

c h i l d r e n  a t  a  l o c a t i o n  i n  K e ma k h ,  1 0  k m s o u t h  w e s t  o f  E r z i n c a n ,  i n  a  

l a r g e  p i t  w h i c h  A r me n i a n  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  d i g ” . 91   

 

I t  i s  p os s ib l e  t h a t  “K e m an ”  an d  “ K em ak h ”  w as  t h e  sa m e  lo c a t io n 92 

a n d  th e  r e po r t  i n  t he  Ar gu s  d es c r i b ed  th e  s am e  i n c id e n t  a s  i n  P ro f  

D a d r i a n ’ s  bo ok .  The  n am es  o f  t h e  t wo  l o c a t i on s  a r e  v e r y s imi l a r ,  

t h e  num b e r  o f  v i c t im s  i s  t h e  s am e  a nd  t h e r e  i s  a l so  G e rm an  

i nv o l ve m en t ,  a l t h ou gh  no t  d i r e c t l y .  T h e  m as s a c r e s  a t  K em a kh  

h a pp e n ed  in  1 9 15  an d  th e  r e po r t  i n  t h e  A rg us  w as  p r in t e d  i n  19 19  

b u t  was  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a t ro c i t i e s  co mmi t t ed  du r i n g  t he  w ar  yea r s .  

A f t e r  t h e  e nd  o f  t he  w a r  a nd  t he  co l l ap s e  o f  Yo un g  Tu r k  

go v e r nm en t ,  mo r e  d e t a i l s  o f  a t ro c i t i e s  w e r e  em e r g in g  th ro u gh  

s u rv iv o r s  a nd  e ye w i tn es s es .    

 

In  1 9 1 8 ,  h e a d l i n es  a ga i n  a c c us e d  G erm a n y o f  r e sp on s ib i l i t y  i n  t h e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s  b as ed  o n  a  n o t e  f r om  th e  Ru ss i a n  

go v e r nm en t  t o  t h e  G e r m an  gov e rn me n t  b l a mi n g  th e m fo r  t h e  

r e c e n t  m as s a c r e  o f  A r m en i a ns . 93 

 

C ou n t  W ol f  V on  W o l fk e l ’ s  na m e  w as  m e n t i on e d  i n  t h e  ne w s  

r e p o r t s  a s  t h e  p e r so n  w ho  o r de r e d  t h e  b omb a r dm en t  o f  t he  
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A r m en i a n  qu a r t e r  o f  U r f a . 94 H i s  n am e  wa s  a l s o  m en t io n ed  (w i t h  a  

s l i gh t  s p e l l i n g  d i f fe r e n c e )  i n  P r o f .  D ad r i a n ’ s  b oo k :   

 

“ H i s  ( C o u n t  W o l f f s ke e l )  i n v o l ve me n t  i n  a n t i -A r me n i a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

A p r i l -O c t o b e r  1 9 1 5  p e r i o d  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t w o  r e s p e c t s .  F i r s t ,  i t  w a s  

a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  mi l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  h e  p l a ye d  a  

l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  o b l i t e r a t i n g  t h e  o p p o s i n g  A r me n i a n s … . t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  

t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d e f e n s i ve  u p r i s i n g s  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n s  a t  

M u s s a  D a g h … . a n d  U r f a ,  S e p t e mb e r -O c t o b e r  1 9 1 5 ,  a t  w h i c h  h e  w a s  a  

d e c i s i ve  p a r t i c i p a n t  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  T u r k s ” . 95  

 

T h e r e  w e re  a l so  r ep o r t s  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  a cc us i n g  G e r m an s  

o f  i nv o lv emen t  i n  t h e  ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  A rm e n i an s  w i th  t he  

u l t e r i o r  m ot i v e  o f  s e t t l i n g  G e rm a ns  o n  A rm e n i an  t e r r i t o r y .  Th us ,  

t h e  ed i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  R e g i s t er  s t a t ed  t h a t  i n  s om e  c a se s  G e rm a n  

o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  a c t i ve l y i n c i t i n g  t h e  T urk s  “ t o  p r ep a r e  f o r  G e r m an  

i mmi gran t s  a  p l ace  i n  t h e  su n  b y t h e  e l i min a t io n  o f  t h e  

p r os p er ou s  A rm e n ia n s ” . 96 T h e  t h eo r y o f  G e rm a n  o cc up a t ion  o f  

A r m en i a  w as  t ak e n  u p  a ga i n  b y t h e  A rg us  i n  i t s  ed i to r i a l  o f  2 3  

Fe b r u a r y,  1 9 16  w he n  i t  s a id :  “V e r y l a t e l y  m i l l i o ns  o f  A rm e n i an s  

h a v e  b e en  m as sa c r ed ,  a pp a r en t l y  w i t h  t h e  ob j e c t  o f  m a k ing  r e a d y 

f o r  t h e  ex p ec t ed  G er m an  o c c up a t io n ” .  

 

A f t e r  t h e  A rmi s t i c e ,  t h e  n ew sp a p er  r epo r t s  f o cu s ed  o n  t h e  

v i c to r io us  A l l i e s  an d  h ow  t he y w e r e  de a l i n g  wi t h  t h e  c on t in u in g  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s .  I f  G e rm a n y d u r i n g  t h e  wa r  ye a r s  w as  a n  
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a l l y  o f  Ot tom a n  Tur k e y a n d  h a d  m aj o r  i n f l u en c e  o ve r  t he  c o un t r y,  

a f t e r  t h e  d e fe a t  o f  O t t om an  Tu rk e y t he  Al l i e s  h a d  m o r e  i n f lu en c e  

o v e r  t h a t  co un t r y a s  t h e  v i c t o r s  t h an  th e  G er ma ns  ev e r  h ad .  Y e t ,  

t h e  m a ss a c r e  o f  r em ai n i n g  A r me n i a ns  c on t in u ed  u n ab a t ed .   

F r o m 19 18  u n t i l  192 2 ,  t h e  m a ss a c r es  sp r e a d  f rom  Ci l i c i a  t o  th e  

n e wl y c r e a t e d  A rme n i an  R ep ub l i c  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  S m yr n a  w i t ho u t  

a n y s e r io us  e f f o r t s  f r om  t h e  Al l i e s  t o  s t op  t he  k i l l i n gs .  The  

“ c i v i l i s ed ”  A l l i e d  b e h av io ur  t ow a r ds  s to pp in g  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  

o f  Ar m en i a ns  w a s  n o  d i f f e re n t  f r om  th a t  o f  t h e  “ ba r b ar i c  H un ” .  In  

Sm yr n a  f o r  ex amp le  i n  1 92 2 ,  A l l i e d  f l e e t  w e r e  mo or e d  in  t h e  

h a r bo u r  wh i l e  Tu r k i sh  s o ld i e r s  w e r e  bu r n i n g  th e  c i t y  a n d  

m a ss a c r in g  th e  A rm e n i an  an d  G r e ek  p o pu l a t io n .  A l l i e d  f o r c es  d id  

n o t  a t t em pt  t o  i n t e rv e n e  a nd  s t op  t h e  m a ss a c re s .  

 

M a n y s t o r i e s  o f  a t ro c i t i e s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h e  G e rm an s  du r in g  W W I 

w e r e  h i gh l y e x a gge r a t ed .  A n y G e r m a n  a c t i on  ev e n  m in us cu l e  on e s  

w e r e  m a gn i f i e d  a nd  b l o wn  o u t  o f  p r opo r t i o n .  I  h a v e  n o  do u b t  i t  

w a s  r e tu rn e d  in  k i nd  b y G e r m a ns ,  an d  G e r m an  a n d  Au s t r i a n  p r e s s  

w e r e  f i l l e d  wi th  a t ro c i t y  s t o r i e s  b l am ed  on  Br i t i sh  an d  Al l i e d  

s o l d i e r s .  I t  i s  v e r y p e c u l i a r  t h a t  s imi l a r  w a r  p ro pa ga n d a ,  w i t h  

c o ns t a n t  a t t a c ks  a nd  i n s u l t s ,  w a s  no t  u s e d  a ga i n s t  t h e  T u rk s ,  an d  

s u rp r i s i n g l y,  e v e n  d u r i n g  th e  h e i gh t  o f  t h e  G a l l i p o l i  c amp a i gn  

t h e r e  we r e  n o  s en t im e n t s  o f  i l l  f e e l i n g  to w a rd s  t h em .  Th us ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  ea r l y  s t ages  o f  t h e  G a l l i p o l i  c amp a i gn ,  l e t t e r s  

a p p e ar e d  in  n e ws p ap e r s ,  m a i n l y w r i t t en  b y A u s t r a l i an  s o ld i e r s ,  
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fea tu r i n g  Tu rk i s h  a t roc i t i e s ,  mu t i l a t i on  an d  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  

w o un d ed .   

 
Table 4   Reports of Turkish atrocities against the Anzac at Gallipoli 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
MCY Reported Massacre of Australians 12 May 1915 
MCY Mutilation of the Dead 22 May 1915 

MCY Turks’ Disregard of Rules of Warfare 
Letters From Soldiers 11 June 1915 

SMH Soldiers Letters. Turks are Savages 11 June 1915 
AGE Gross Turkish Cruelty 17 June1915 
AGE Turkish Cruelties 21 June 1915 
AGE Turks Kill Our Wounded 25 June 1915 
AGE Turks Cut Bugler’s Tongue Out 26 June 1915 

ARG Doctoring Under Difficulties 
Turks Shell Hospital 18 August 1915 

REG Turks Shell the Wounded 27 September 1915 
 
 

T a b l e  4  s ho ws  s ome  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  b as e d  on  s o ld i e r s ’  

r ep o r t s  o n  Tu rk i s h  a t ro c i t i e s  aga in s t  Au s t r a l i ans  i n  G a l l i po l i .  

N o n e  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  a bo v e  t a b l e  r e c e i v ed  an y w i de  

c o v e ra ge .  T h e y w e r e  p r in t ed  m ai n l y i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i t o r  

s e c t i o n ,  wh i l e  r ep or t s  o f  Ge r ma n  a t r o c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  a l l i ed  s o l d i e r s  

w e r e  p r i n t e d  on  th e  m ain  p a ge  wi th  b o l d  h e ad l in es .   

 

T h e re  i s  no  d ou b t  t h a t  Tu rk i s h  so ld i e r s  co mmi t t ed  a t ro c i t i e s  

a ga i ns t  A nz a c  p r i so n e rs  an d  wo un d ed  a nd  v i ce  v e r sa .   Gr e g  K e r r  

w r o t e :  

 

“ I t  w a s  a  c o mmo n l y  h e l d  b e l i e f  a mo n g  t h e  A l l i e s  t h a t  t h e  T u r k s  w e r e  

n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a ke  p r i s o n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  e ve n t s  i mme d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  

d e f e a t  o f  C p l  K e r r ’ s  o u t f i t  s u g ge s t e d  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y… o n e  
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w o u n d e d  ma n ,  P r i v .  C a l c u t t  w a s  b a yo n e t e d  t o  d e a t h ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  

w o u n d e d  P r i v .  O ’ C o n n o r  y e l l e d  i n  p r o t e s t ,  t h e  s a me  T u r k  w a l k e d  o ve r  

a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  b a s h  h i m  o ve r  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a  l a r g e  r o c k  u n t i l  h e  

b e c a me  u n c o n s c i o u s … t h e  b r u t a l i t y  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  b a t t e r e d  me n  o f  C  

a n d  D  c o mp a n i e s  w e r e  i n d i s c r i mi n a t e l y  b a s h e d  a n d  s t r u c k  w i t h  r i f l e  

b u t t s … n e a r b y ,  s o me  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  k i c k i n g  s e ve r a l  w o u n d e d  

me n  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  t o  r o l l  t h e m o ve r  a  c l i f f ” . 97 

 

N o t  on l y w e re  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e s e  a t roc i t i e s  n o t  ex p lo i t ed  fo r  a  

p r op a ga n d a  pu rp ose  l i k e  i t  w as  do n e  to  G er m an s ,  b u t  a r t i c l e s  

w e r e  p r i n t e d  s ym p a t h e t i c  t o  Tu rk i s h  so ld i e r s .  A r ou nd  s ix  mo n t hs  

a f t e r  t h e  l an d in g  a t  G a l l i p o l i ,  t h e  A G E  ( 7  O c t .1 91 5 )  p r in t e d  a  

l on g  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  A b du l s  T ur k  Ch ar ac t er i s t i c s ,  In f lu e n ce  o f  a  

F o re ig n  Ho s t ,  A  G er m an i s ed  A rm y .  The  a r t i c l e  w r i t t en  b y  “ th e  

s p e c i a l  r e p r es en t a t i v e  o f  t he  A g e ”  f rom  Ga l l i po l i  w as  s ub t i t l ed  

A b du l ’ s  Sp l e nd id  Ph y s i qu e .  S i mi l a r  a r t i c l e s  i n  p r a i s e  o f  G e r m an  

s o l d i e r s  w e r e  a bs e n t  i n  Au s t r a l i a ,  g iv en  t h e  p re ju d i c e  t h a t  

p r e v a i l e d  i n  Br i t i sh  a nd  Au s t r a l i an  s o c i e t i e s ,  an d  th e  p r es s  

t o wa r ds  an yt h in g  an d  a n yo n e  G e r ma n .  

 
 
Table 5   Articles sympathetic to Turks 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
REG Humane Turks 29 May 1915 

SMH Gallipoli Turks Fair Fighters 
Atrocities Denied 22 June 1915 

SMH The Turks - Clean Fighters 5 July 1915 
BC The Turk a Gentleman 5 June 1915 

SMH Gallipoli Turks Fair Fighters 
Atrocities Denied 22 June 1915 
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MCY The Australian Soldiers 
Deny Stories of Atrocities 22 June 1915 

ARG Turkish Atrocities 
Reports Not to be Believed  30 June 1915 

MCY 
The Australian Army 
The Reported Turkish Atrocities 
Warning to the Public 

30 June 1915 

MCY Brave Turk 3 July 1915 

MCY The Turks as Fighters 
New Zealand Officers’ Tribute 5 July 1915 

SMH The Turks - Clean Fighters 5 July 1915 
MCY The Dardanelles - The Brave Turks 14 July 1915 
MCY Courage and Weakness of the Turks 16 July 1915 
SMH Turks Good Fighters 12 August 1915 
MCY Bravery of the Turks 6 September 1915 

MCY Our Soldiers  
The Turks Fair Fighters 

9 October 1915 

SMH No Turkish Atrocities 16 November 1915 
BC Playful Turks - Amiable Compliments 1 January 1916 

 
 
T h e  a bo v e  a r e  on l y  a  s m a l l  s am pl e  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  w h i c h  d en i e d  

T u rk i s h  a t r oc i t i e s  o r  p r a i s ed  T u rk i sh  s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e i r  co u r a ge  o r  

f a i r  f i gh t in g .   H owe v e r  s i mi l a r  a pp r a i s a l s  w e r e  n ev e r  ex t e n d ed  t o  

t h e  G e rm an s .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  ex p l a in  t h e  r e a s ons  fo r  t h e  u n eq u a l  

t r e a tm e n t  b e t w e en  t h e  t w o  e ne mi es  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  P r a i s in g  T u rk i s h  

s o l d i e r s  w ho  we r e  a c t i v e l y p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  t he  ex t e r min a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns ,  As s yr i a n s  a nd  Gr e e ks ,  an d  d e mo ni s in g  G e rm an s  w ho  

w e r e  n o t  i n vo lv e d  in  an y ge n o c id a l  c am p a i gn  a t  t h a t  p e r io d .   

 

A  c a r e fu l  s t u d y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  p r i n t ed  i n  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  

i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  a t t em pt  f r om  Aus t ra l i an  j ou rna l i s t s  t o  

u s e  t h e  T ur k i sh  a t ro c i t i e s  a ga i n s t  t h e  A r m en i a ns  t o  a ro use  h a t r ed  

a ga i ns t  t h e  T ur k i sh  p eo p l e .  R e po r t s ,  wh i ch  r e a c h ed  t h e  p re s s ,  

w e r e  r ep r i n t ed  wi t ho u t  an y e m b e l l i s hme n t .  T h e y r e p r e s en t e d  r ea l  

a c c o un t s  f r om  e ye w i t n es se s .  T h e  o c ca s i o na l  r e f e r e n c es  t o  Tu rk s  
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l ik e  “ U ns pe a k ab l e  T u rk ” ,  “ At r oc i o us  T u rk ” ,  “ F i e nd i s h  Tu r k ”  o r  

“ Ba r b a ro us  Tu rk ”  w e r e  fo un d  on l y i n  a r t i c l e s  r ep o r t i n g  on  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  t he  A rm e n i an  p op u l a t i on .  N o  s u ch  r e f e r en c e s  t o  

T u rk s  c ou ld  b e  f oun d  d ur in g  t h e  G a l l i p o l i  c am p a i gn ,  ev en  wh e n  

n e w sp ap e r s  w er e  p r i n t i n g  d a i l y ,  i n  t h e  r o l l  o f  ho no u r ,  t h e  l on g  

l i s t  o f  f a l l en  A nz a c  a t  t h e  f ro n t .  Th e  d i f f e re n c e  w as  t ha t  a t  

G a l l i po l i ,  t w o  a rmie s  we r e  f i gh t i n g  e ac h  o th e r  w h i l e  i n  Tu r k i sh  

A r m en i a  an d  su r rou n d in g  r e g io ns ,  t h e  T ur k i sh  gov e rn m en t  w as  

c a r r yi n g  o u t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  t h e  u n a rm ed  Ar m en i a n  c i v i l i a n  

p o pu l a t io n .  

 

W h i l e  r e ad in g  th e  a r t i c l e s  r e pe a t ed l y f o r  m y r e s e a r ch ,  I  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  l o ok e d  f o r  a  s t o r y o r  s t o r i e s  o n  th e  A rm e n i an  

G e n o c id e  t h a t  wo u ld  l oo k  su sp i c io us  o r  ex a gge r a t e d ,  n a me s  o f  

p l a ce s  i n  A rm e n i a  t h a t  d id n ’ t  ex i s t ,  ep i so d es  o f  m ass a c r es  t h a t  

d id n ’ t  h ap p en  b u t  w e r e  u s ed  as  a  p r op a ga n d a  t oo l  a ga ins t  t h e  

O t t om an  Tu rk s .  T o  t h e  c r ed i t  o f  Au s t ra l i an  j o u rn a l i s t s ,  I  co u l d  

n o t  f i n d  a n y r e p o r t s  o n  m ass a c r es  t h a t  w ou ld  b e  c l a s s i f i ed  as  

s us p i c i ou s  o r  ob v iou s l y m a nu f a c t u re d  a n d  us e d  f o r  t h e  s o l e  

p u rp os e  o f  p ro p a gan d a .  

4.5 Sources of news reports 

 
D u r i n g  t h e  G re a t  W a r  t h e r e  w er e  n o  ind e p en d en t  r ep or t e r s  i n  t h e  

O t t om an  Emp i r e  cov e r i n g  t h e  d ep or t a t i on s  a nd  m as s ac r e s  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  Th e  Ot to m an  gov e rn m en t  ha d  t a ke n  e v e r y 
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p r e c au t i on a r y m e a su r e  t o  p r e v en t  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  m a ss a c r e s  f r om  

ge t t i n g  o u t  o f  i t s  bo r d e r s .  Au s t r a l i a ,  w h ic h  w as  a t  w a r  wi th  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y,  c o u l d  no t  ha v e  h ad  re p o r t e r s  i n  t h a t  c oun t r y.  

T h us  th e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t he  ne w s  p r in t e d  in  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  on  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  w e re  r e p r i n t s  f ro m ou t s i de  

s ou r c es .   

 

C on s id e r i n g  t h e  s t ro n g  bo nds  t h a t  l i nke d  Au s t r a l i a  t o  Gr ea t  

B r i t a in ,  i t  w as  n o t  s u rp r i s i n g  th a t  Au s t r a l i a n  p r es s  r e ce ive d  m os t  

o f  i t s  n ew s  f ro m the  mot h e r  c ou n t r y.  In  f a c t  t h e  f i r s t  ca b l e  

m e ss a ge  wa s  s en t  f r o m En g l an d  to  A us t ra l i a  i n  J u l y 1 8 7 2 .  Bu t  

s ho r t l y  b e fo re  t he  co mpl e t i o n  o f  t h e  su bm ar i n e  cab l e  l i ne  f rom 

E n g l an d  to  A us t r a l i a ,  t h e  m a n a ge r  o f  AR G ,  H u gh  G eo r ge ,  w a s  

s e n t  t o  Lo n d on  to  a r r a n ge  fo r  a  “ c ab l ed  s e r v i c e  o f  Br i t i s h  a nd  

f o r e i gn  n e ws ” . 98 Th e  s e rv i c e  a r r a n ged  wi t h  R eu t e r s ,  a t  a  cos t  o f  

£ 8 00 0  t o  £9 00 0  p e r  ye a r , 99 w a s  c a l l e d  Th e  A us t r a l i an  A ss oc i a t ed  

P r es s  ( AA P ) .   In  1 89 5 ,  AA P  j o i n ed  t he  A G E ,  t h e  S yd n e y D a i l y  

T e l e gr ap h  a nd  t h e  A d e l a i de  Ad v er t i s e r  t o  f o r m  Th e  A us t ra l i an  

P r es s  As so c i a t i on  t o  s up p l y o v e rs e a s  n e w s  t o  A us t r a l i a n  a n d  N e w 

Ze a l a n d  ne w sp ap e r s .   

 

Ba s e d  on  t h es e  a r r an ge m e n t s ,  t h e  a bs o l u t e  m ajo r i t y  o f  n ew s  

p r in t e d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p re s s  d u r in g  WW I,  i n c lu d in g  th e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s ,  o r i g i na t ed  f ro m Lo n d on .   R e po r t s  f ro m 

M os c ow ,  Pa r i s ,  W as h i n g to n  o r  o th e r  l o c a t io ns ,  w e r e  d i s pa t c he d  to  
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Lo n d o n  an d  f rom  th e r e ,  a f t e r  f i l t e r i n g  th r ou gh  ce ns o r ’ s  o f f i c es ,  

c ab l ed  t o  A us t r a l i a .   

 

T h e  qu e s t i on  l i e s  on  ho w l o n g  i t  t o ok  f o r  a  ne w s  i t em  t o  r e a c h  t h e  

c i t y  f r o m w he r e  i t  o r i g i n a t ed -  P e t ro g r a d ,  Pa r i s ,  Lo n d on  o r  t h e  

U S .  So m et i me s  i t  t o o k  s e v e ra l  w e ek s  o r  m on t hs  b e f o r e  t h e  n e ws  

f r om  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  O t t o m a n  T ur k e y,  r e a c h e d  w es t e r n  c ap i t a l s .  

T h e  m ain  o r i g i n a l  so u r c es  o f  n ew s  w e re  Am e r i c a n  a nd  o t he r  

d ip lom a t s  f r om n eu t r a l  co un t r i e s  s t a t i o n ed  i n  a r e as  d en s e l y 

p o pu l a t e d  b y A r m e n i an s ,  m i s s i on a r i e s ,  i n c lu d i n g  Ge rm a ns ,  

t r av e l l e r s  f r om n eu t r a l  co un t r i e s  a nd  so m et i me s  su r v iv o rs  o f  t h e  

m a ss a c re s .  

 

T h e  in i t i a l  r ep or t s  o r i g i n a t ed  f rom  P e t r o g r a d  b e c au s e  ad va n c in g  

T u rk i s h  t r oo ps  m ass a c r ed  Ar m en i a ns  in  R us s i an  A r me n i a ,  i n s i de  

t h e  R us s i an  b o rd e r ,  o r  i n  P er s i a  c lo s e  t o  R us s i a n  bo rd e r .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  d oz ens  o f  t h ou s an ds  o f  r e fu ge e s ,  e sc a p i n g  th e  Tu r k i sh  

m a ss a c re s ,  h a d  t a ke n  r e f u ge  i n s i d e  R us s i a n  t e r r i t o r y.  M a n y 

r e p o r t s  w e r e  b as e d  o n  th e  e ye w i t n es s  ac c o un t s  o f  t h es e  s u r v iv o r s .   

A f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Ot t om a n  a rm y in  S a r ek am is h ,  t h e  R us s i an s  

s t a r t ed  a dv a n c i n g  de e p  i n to  T u rk i sh  Ar m en i a  a nd  w i tn e s se d  m a n y 

o f  t he  a t ro c i t i e s  com mi t t ed  b y T u rk i sh  t ro op s  aga in s t  t h e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t io n .   
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M a n y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  m as s ac r e s  o f  Ar m en i a ns  t h a t  a p p e ar e d  

i n  t h e  B r i t i sh  an d  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  h ad  as  a  so u r c e  Lo r d  B r yc e ,  a  

l on g- t im e  f r i en d  o f  A rm e n i an s .  In  1 876 ,  h e  f ou nd e d  t h e  A n g l o -

A r m en i a n  A sso c i a t i o n ,  an d  tw i ce  v i s i t e d  Ar m en i a  i n  18 76  a nd  

1 8 80 .  In  1 91 6 ,  t h e  Fo r e i gn  O f f i c e  co mm iss io n ed  h i m t o  co mp i l e  

d o cu m en t s  on  t he  m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s  wi t h  t h e  a s s i s t an c e  o f  

Ox f o r d  h i s to r i a n  Ar n o l d  To yn b e e .  T ha t  s am e  ye a r  h e  pu b l i sh e d  

t h e  T r ea t m e n t  o f  Ar m e n ia ns  i n  t h e  Ot to m an  E m pir e ,  a l so  r e f e r r ed  

t o  a s  t h e  B lu e  Bo ok .   

 

T o  g i v e  c r ed ib i l i t y  t o  r ep o r t s  o r i g i n a t in g  f r om Lo r d  Br yc e  a nd  

v o uc h  f o r  t h e  t r u t h f u ln es s  o f  h i s  r ep or t s ,  t he  ed i to r i a l  o f  t h e  RE G  

a f t e r  d i s c us s in g  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  t h e  Tu r ks  a ga i ns t  t h e  “ hu n dr e ds  

o f  t ho us an ds  o f  u no f f e nd i n g  c iv i l i a ns” ,  d e s c r ib e d  Lo r d  Br yc e  a s :  

“ T h e  f am ou s  h i s to r i a n  a nd  p ub l i c i s t ”  w h o  “ i s  no t  t h e  man  e i t h e r  

t o  mi s l a id  o r  t o  mi s l ed  i n  s u ch  a  s e r iou s  m at t e r ;  w e  h a v e  n o t  t he  

l e as t  do ub t  t h a t  h e  s a t i s f i e d  h im s e l f  o f  t h e  en t i r e  t ru th  o f  h i s  

f a c t s ,  o r  t h a t  h e  w as  j u s t i f i ed  i n  d e s c r ib in g  w ha t  t h e  Tu r ks  a r e  

d o i n g  as  “ex t i r p a t in g  Ch r i s t i a n i t y” . 100  

 

I t  i s  p os s ib l e  t h a t  m a n y p e o p l e  h a d  do u b t s  ab ou t  t h e  ve ra c i t y  o f  

a c c o un t s  a pp e a r i n g  i n  t he  p a p e rs .  P e rha p s ,  m a n y t h ou gh t  t h e  

r e p o r t s  w e r e  ex a gge r a t ed .   Y e s ,  T u rk s  w e r e  kn o wn  to  m as s a c r e  

A r m en i a ns ,  bu t  t h e  d ep o r t a t i on  o f  t he  e n t i r e  A rm en i an  p op u l a t i o n  

a n d  th e i r  d es t ru c t ion  w as  so m eth in g  n ew .  T h i s  ex p l a i ns  t he  
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R e g i s t er ’ s  ap p r a i s a l  o f  Lo r d  Br yc e ’ s  ch a r a c t e r  t o  v ou c h  fo r  t he  

v e r a c i t y  o f  h i s  r epo r t s . 101  

 

N o t  a l l  Au s t r a l i a n  n e w sp ap e r s  c i t e d  t h e  s ou r c e  o f  t h e i r  ne w s  

r e p o r t s .  N e wsp a p e rs  t h a t  d i d  us u a l l y  a l so  m en t io n ed  t h e  d a t e  t h e  

n e w s  w as  d es p a t che d  f rom  an  o v er s e as  c i t y  o r  a pp e a r ed  in  a  

n e w sp ap e r  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  U s u a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  a  d e l a y o f  on l y  2 4  

h o ur s .  Le t  u s  t ak e  fo r  ex am pl e  t h e  r e po r t s  t h a t  ap p e ar e d  o n  1 9  

M a y 1 9 15  an d  w e r e  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  s ix  n e w sp ap e r s  u s ed  i n  t h i s  

r e s e a r ch .  On  t h a t  da y,  n e w sp a p e rs  r e po r t e d  t h e  m as s ac r e  o f  s om e  

6 , 00 0  A rm en ia ns  (T h e  AG E ’ s  t i t l e  w as  an  o bv io us  mi sp r in t ) .  

T h r e e  n ew sp a p er s  c i t e d  a s  t h e i r  so u r c e  Lo n d o n .  T a b l e  6  sh o ws  

t h a t  w h i l e  s om e  n ew s p ap e rs  u su a l l y  m e n t io n ed  t h e  s ou r c e  o f  t h e i r  

n e w s ;  o t h e r s  e sp e c i a l l y  t h e  A R G  an d  th e  A G E  a l mo s t  n eve r  

i nd i c a t ed  w h er e  t h e  n e ws  i t em  o r i g i n a t e d .  I t  i s  no t  s u rp r i s i n g  t ha t  

MCY  h a d  c i t e d  a s  i t s  s ou r c e  Pe t ro g r a d ,  b e c au se  t h e  s to r y m us t  

h a v e  o r i g in a t e d  f rom  t ha t  c i t y .  A s  m en t i on ed  b e f o r e ,  t h e  Ru ss i a n  

a r m y w a s  a dv a n c i ng  i n  t h e  r e g io n  a t  t h e  t i m e  a nd  th e y w i tn es s ed  

m a n y o f  t h e  a t ro c i t i e s  an d  p ub l i c i z ed  t h e  f i nd in gs .  

 
Table 6   Titles of articles of 19 May 1915 and the origin of their source 

Title Newspaper Source 
Armenians Massacred – Victims Number 60 000 AGE No Source 
Armenians – Massacres by Turks SMH London 
Armenians Massacred ARG No Source 
Turkish Atrocities – Massacres in Armenia MCY Petrograd 
The Massacring Turk – Six Thousand Armenians Killed BC London 
Massacres of Armenians REG London  
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R E G c i t ed  “ Lo n do n ,  M a y 1 8 ”  an d  SM H  “ Lo n d o n ,  M a y 1 7 ”  w h i l e  

B C  me n t io ne d  Lo n d o n  bu t  d id  n o t  m en t i on  th e  d a t e .  Th e  s am e  

a r t i c l e  wi t h  m o r e  de t a i l s  a nd  wi t h  t h e  t i t l e  6 00 0  Ar m en i an s  

K i l l ed .  Tu rk i s h  an d  Ku rd i sh  A t r o c i t i e s  a t  V an  R i va l  T ho se  o f  

1 8 95  a pp e a r ed  o n  M a y 1 8 ,  19 15  i n  t he  New Y or k  T i mes ,  g i v in g  as  

i t s  so u r c e ,  Lo n do n  M a y 1 7 ,  19 15 . 102   

 

T h e  l en g th  o f  t he  ne w s  i t em s  d i f fe r e d  f r om  o n e  n ew sp a p er  t o  

a n o t h e r ;  som e t im es  s en t e n c es  an d  pa r ag r a p h s  w e re  r ep r i n t e d  as  

t h e y w e r e  f r om th e  o r i g i n a l  so u r c e .  T h i s  w as  c l e a r  wh e n  

c o mp a r i n g  a r t i c l e s ,  p r i n t ed  o n  th e  s ame  d a y i n  va r io us  

n e w sp ap e r s  i n  t h e  sa m e  o r  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t es .  O th e r  t im es  t h e r e  w e r e  

o n l y s l i gh t  d i f f e r e nc e s  f r om  o n e  a r t i c l e  t o  an o th e r ,  w i t h  o n l y 

m in or  ch a n ges ;  f rom  t he  d i f f e r en c e  o f  o ne  o r  t wo  w o rd s  t o  t h e  

d i f f e r en c e  o f  a  p a ra g r a p h  o r  tw o .  

 

N o t  a l l  a r t i c l e s  p r in t ed  o v er s e as  w e r e  r e p r i n t ed  i n  Au s t r a l i a .  Fo r  

ex a m pl e ,  t h e r e  w e re  s ev e n  a r t i c l e s  p r i n t ed  i n  Ap r i l  19 15  i n  N e w 

Y or k  T i me s  a bo u t  t h e  m as s a c r e  o f  A rm e n i an s  a nd  o t h e r  

C h r i s t i an s . 103 N on e  o f  t h e se  r ep o r t s  ap p ea r e d  in  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  

p r e s s .   

 

Table 7   Titles of articles of New York Times that did not appear in the Australian press 

Date Title of Article 

18 April 1915 Kurds Disgust the Turks: The Latter Protest Against the Atrocities 
of the Former 
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19 April 1915 
Pillage in Smyrna District: Christians Murdered at Vouria: An 
Appeal to America 

26 April 1915 Great Exodus of Christians: Thousands Suffered Greatest 
Hardships to Escape Enemies. 

26 April 1915 Kurds Massacre More Armenians: All inhabitants in Ten Villages 
Near Van Said to Have Been Killed. 

28 April 1915 
Appeal to Turkey to Stop Massacres: Ambassador Morgenthau 
Instructed to Make Representations on Request of Russia. 

29 April 1915 Morgenthau Intercedes: Reports Great Uneasiness Over treatment 
of Armenians  

29 April 1915 
Says Turks Aided Recent Massacres: Troops Allowed Kurds to Kill 
Hundreds, American Missionary Reports 

 
 

T h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  a r t i c l e s  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s  ap p e a re d  

i n  mo r e  t h an  o n e  ne w s pa p e r ,  w h i c h  i nd i c a t ed  t ha t  Au s t r a l i a n  

n e w sp ap e r s  w er e  us in g  th e  s am e  so u rc e s  fo r  t h e i r  n e ws .  T h e r e  

w e r e  o n l y f e w  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  a pp e a r ed  on l y i n  on e  n e ws pa pe r .   

  
 
Table 8  Articles from overseas sources that appeared in only one newspaper 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
ARG Armenian Problem. Appeal to the United States 22 Oct.1915 
ARG Armenian Atrocities. Women Driven Like Cattle 26 Nov.1915 

Herald Massacred Armenians. Related to Victorian. 
 Bishop Hanged by Turks 

1 Dec. 1915 

Herald Armenian Atrocities. Bishops Murdered 2 Dec.1915 
SMH Armenians’ Plight. Typhus-Stricken Refugees 13 Dec.1915 
ARG Armenian Massacres. Women and Children Burned 22 Jan. 1916 
SMH Massacre of Armenians 11 Nov.1916 
ARG Soil of Armenia  12 Jan. 1918 
ARG Armenian Atrocities 19 Jan. 1918 
SMH Reported Massacre 5 March 1918 
ARG Armenian Horrors 15 Mar. 1919 
ARG Armenian Massacres. Horrors of Turkish Rule 11 Oct. 1921 
AGE Turkish Atrocities 25 Nov. 1921 

 

I  d i s c ov e r e d  t h e  a r t i c l e s  f ro m  t h e  H er a l d  b y c h a n c e  wh en  

c a s u a l l y  g l a n c i n g  a t  t he  m ic r o f i l m .  T he  t w o  pu b l i sh e d  r ep o r t s  

w e r e  n o t  p r i n t ed  i n  a n y o f  t he  s ix  n e ws p ap e rs  I  r e s e a r ch ed .  
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I t  i s  ex t r em e l y r a r e  t h a t  i d en t i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  f r om  h e ad l in e s  t o  t he  

l a s t  p a ra g r a p h ,  w e re  p r in t ed  i n  m o re  t h a n  on e  n e ws p ap e r .  O n e  

ex cep t i on  w a s  t h e  a r t i c l e  t i t l ed  Ho rr ors  o f  Ar m en ia ,  P l a in  S t r ewn  

w i th  Co rp s es ,  F ea r f u l  T r e a t me n t  o f  Wo m e n  t h a t  a pp e a r ed  i n  t he  

A r gus  o n  29  Ap r i l  1 9 15  a nd  i n  t h e  R eg i s t e r  tw o  d a ys  l a t e r  on  1  

M a y 1 9 15 .  Bo t h  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  i d en t i c a l  w o rd  f o r  wo r d .  N on e  o f  

t h e  t w o  n ew sp a p er s  ga v e  t he  s ou r c e  o f  t h e i r  r e po r t .  T h e  sa m e  

a r t i c l e  wi t h  l e s s  d e t a i l s  ap pe a r e d  i n  t he  New Y or k  T i mes  o n  2 0  

M a r c h  19 15  w i th  t he  t i t l e  Wh o l e  P l a i n  S t r ew n  b y  Ar m en ian  

B o d i es .  T ur k s  an d  K ur ds  R e por t ed  to  h a v e  M ass a cr e d  M en ,  

Wo m e n  a nd  C h i l dr en .  T he  NY  T i mes  c i t e d  as  i t s  so u r c e  Lo n d on  1 9  

M a r c h  19 15 .  

 

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  wa s  ge t t i n g  i t s  ov e r se a s  n e ws ,  a s  s t a t ed ,  f rom  

Lo n d o n  th r ou gh  A AP  an d  th e  l a ck  o f  ne w s  r e po r t s  f ro m o th e r  

s ou r c es  es p e c i a l l y  U S  p ro b ab l y h a d  o th e r  r e a so ns .  Du r i n g  th e  

1 9 18  P r e s s  C en so rsh ip  C on f e re n c e ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  Sy dn e y  Su n ,  

C am pb e l l  J o n es ,  s t a t e d  t h a t :   

 

“ T h e r e  i s  a  b i g  p r e j ud i c e  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a g a i n s t  A me r i c a n  n e w s .  T h e  

N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s ,  t h e  S u n ,  t h e  H e r a l d  a n d  t h e  Wo r l d  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  

g r a d e  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e r e f o r e  A me r i c a n  n e w s  

e ma n a t i n g  f r o m t h o s e  p a p e r s  i s  j u s t  a s  r e l i a b l e  a s  a n y  n e w s  w h i c h  

c o me s  f r o m E n g l a n d  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ” . 104 
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4.6 Articles on the Armenian Genocide as they appeared in the 
Australian press  

 
 

T h e  t r a ge d y t h a t  b e f e l l  t he  Ar m en i a ns  w a s  w id e l y c o v e r ed  b y t h e  

A u s t r a l i an  p re s s ,  w i th  h e ad l in e s  t h a t  r e v e a l ed  t h e  fu l l  h o r ro r  and  

p l i gh t  o f  A r me n i a ns .  T he  t r i c k l e  o f  r ep o r t s  o f  e a r l y  1 9 1 5 ,  wh ic h  

ga v e  a n  i mp r es s i on  o f  a no th e r  m a ss  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm en i ans  i n  l a t e  

1 9 15  b e c am e a  t o r re n t  o f  r ep o r t s  w h i ch  c l e a r l y  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  t h e  

a im  o f  t he  Tu rk i s h  au th o r i t i e s  w as  t h e  t o t a l  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  r a c e  f rom  t he  Ot t om an  Emp i re .   

 

M os t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  ab ou t  t h e  ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  A rm e ni ans  w er e  

p r in t e d  b e t w ee n  Ma y a n d  D e c emb e r  o f  19 15  d u r in g  th e  he i gh t  o f  

t h e  d ep or t a t i on s  and  m a ss a c re s  o f  A rme n i ans .   Th e  a r t i c l e s  

b e c am e  l es s  f r eq u en t  i n  1 91 7- 19 18  whe n  m os t  o f  t he  d e po r t a t i ons  

a n d  k i l l i n gs  h a d  t ak e n  p l a c e  a l r e a d y.   La t e r  r e po r t s  b e t we e n  1 91 8  

a n d  19 23  r e l a t ed  t o  n e ws  a bo u t :  

 

•  T h e  p l i gh t  o f  A rm en i an  d e po r t e es  i n  th e  S yr i a n  a nd

 M e so po tami an  d e s e r t s .  

•  S po r ad i c  m a ss a c re s .  

•  T h e  m as sa c r e  o f  A rm e n i an  d e po r t e e s  w h o  h ad  r e tu rn e d  to

 t h e i r  h om e s  a f t e r  t h e  d e fe a t  o f  t h e  O t to m an  E mp i r e  i n  19 18 ,

 e s p e c i a l l y  i n  C i l i c i a .  
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•  M a ss a c r e  o f  Ar m en i a ns  b y T u r k i s h  T a t a r s  ( m o d er n  Az e r i s )

 i n  t h e  C au c as us .  

•  M a ss a c r e  o f  Ar m en i a ns  a n d  G re e ks  b y  t h e  h a nd s  o f  T u rk i s h

 n a t io n a l i s t  f o r c es  o f  Mu s t ap h a  K em al  ( A t a tu r k )  i n  A s i a

 M in o r ,  Sm yr n a  a n d  A rm e n i a .  

•  R el i e f  e f f o r t s  i n  Au s t r a l i a .  

 

S om e o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  p r in t e d  a f t e r  t h e  A r mi s t i c e  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  w e re  no t  f r e s h  n ew  r ep or t s  o f  

m a ss a c re s  bu t  me n t i on e d  t h e  m ass a c r es  o f  A r me n i a ns  th a t  h a d  

t a k en  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  A t r o c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  t h e  A rm e n ia n s  w e r e  

a l so  m en t io n ed ,  a s  b a c k gr ou nd  in f o rma t i on ,  i n  r e po r t s  t ha t  d e a l t  

w i t h  t h e  c on v i c t i o n  a nd  es c ap e  o f  Y oun g  T ur k  l ea d e rs ,  t he  a r r es t  

o f  ge n er a l  Li m a n  vo n  S an de r s , 105 o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  s om e  o f  t h e  

Y o un g  Tu r k  l e a d ers  b y A r m e n i an s  f o r  v en ge a n c e .  

 
4.6.1 Position, length and importance of the articles 
 
 
 
T h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  h a d  ne w s  v a l u e  i n  i t s e l f  b e c a us e  

i t  w as  t h e  f i r s t  t i me  th a t  a  go v ernm e n t  was  s ys t em at i ca l l y  

ex t e rmin a t in g  an  en t i r e  r ace .  Bu t  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s  h ad  

n o  b e a r in g  on  t h e  ou t com e  o f  t h e  wa r  a n d  i t  i s  u nd e r s t a nd a b l e  

t h a t  n e ws  a bo u t  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i an s  wo u l d  h av e  a  

l e s s e r  p r io r i t y  v a l ue  f o r  t h e  e d i t o r s .  Du r in g  t h e  G r e a t  W ar ,  t he  

p r io r i t i e s  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  a nd  e d i to r s  was  t h e  r ep o r t i n g  o f  ne w s  

f r om  t h e  ba t t l e f i e l ds ,  sp e c i a l l y  t h e  W es t e r n  F r on t  wh e r e  t h e  
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h e a v i es t  o f  f i gh t ing  e n ga ge d  t h e  a rm ie s  o f  g r e a t  p ow e rs  a n d  

w h e r e  t h e  o u t com e  o f  t he  w ar  wo u ld  ha v e  b e e n  de c id e d .  D u r i n g  

t h e  c ou rs e  o f  t h e  Gr e a t  W a r ,  ev e r yo n e’ s  a t t e n t i on  w a s  d ra w n  to  

t h e  b a t t l e f i e ld s  o f  E u ro p e  a nd  Mi dd l e  E a s t  an d  t o  t h e  p a ge  w h er e  

a l l  t h e  l a t e s t  n e ws  f r om  t h e  w a r  f ro n t  w a s  p r i n t ed .  K .  In g l i s s  

w r o t e :  

 

“ In  A u s t r a l i a  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  n e w s p a p e r s  w e r e  b e i n g  r e a d  mo r e  w i d e l y  

n o w  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  I n  a  q u i t e  p r e c i s e  s e n s e ,  t h i s  w a r  w a s  

g e n e r a t i n g  mo r e  n e w s  t h a n  a n y  e v e n t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a s  me s s a g e s  f r o m t h e  

f i e l d s  o f  b a t t l e  t r a v e l l e d  b y  c a b l e  a n d  w i r e l e s s  t o  b e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r s  w h i c h  w e r e ,  a s  n e ve r  a ga i n ,  t h e  o n l y  me d i u m o f  p u b l i c  

i n f o r ma t i o n ;  a n d  a mo n g  A u s t r a l i a n s  t h e  h a b i t  o f  r e a d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s  

w a s  p o s s i b l y  mo r e  p o p u l a r  t h a n  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ” . 106 

 

A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  h a d  a l so  r e po r t e d  t h e  m a ss a c r es  o f  

A r m en i a ns  b a c k  i n  1 8 96 .  M a n y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h a t  ye a r  sp r e ad  

o v e r  s ev e r a l  c o l umn s ,  wh i l e  du r i n g  W W I t h e  r e po r t s  w e re  mu c h  

s ho r t e r  i n  l e n gt h ,  ev e n  th ou gh  t he  ex t en t  o f  t h e  s l au gh t e r  a n d  

d e s t ru c t i o n  w as  i m m e as u r ab l y g r e a t e r . 107 Th e  r e as o n  m i gh t  h a v e  

b e e n  th e  hu ge  a mou n t  o f  n e ws  th a t  t he  g l ob a l  wa r  wa s  ge n e r a t i n g  

a n d  n e ws  o f  t h e  ex t e r mi n a t i on  o f  A rm en i an s  h ad  to  com p et e  w i th  

t h em.  An o t he r  r e a so n  f o r  t h e  b r i e f  r epo r t s  mi gh t  h a v e  b een  t h e  

l a c k  o f  n e ws p r i n t ,  w h ic h  A us t r a l i a  dep e nd e d  f ro m i mp o r t s .  Be fo r e  

t h e  w a r ,  A us t r a l i a  im po r t e d ,  m a i n l y f r o m Br i t a i n  an d  Sc an d i n av i a  

1 0 0 , 00 0  t on s  o f  new s pr in t .  In  19 15 ,  i t  d ro pp e d  do wn  t o  70 , 00 0 ,  i n  
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1 9 16  to  6 0 , 00 0  to nn e s  a nd  i n  19 17  to  5 0 ,0 00  to nn e s . 108 T h e  p r i c e  

“ p e r  t o n  l an de d  a t  S yd n e y r o s e  f r om  £1 0  in  1 91 4  to  £ 15  in  19 15 ,  

£ 3 0  i n  19 16 ,  £5 0  in  1 91 7  an d  £8 0  in  19 1 8” . 109 

 

T h e  f a l l  o f  ne w sp r in t  su pp l i es  an d  t h e  r i s e  o f  i t s  p r i c e  a f fe c t ed  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  n e ws p ap e r s ,  w h i c h  ro s e  a l s o  w h i l e  th e  c ab l e  c h a r ge s  

h a d  jum p ed  b y a b ou t  60 0  p e rc e n t . 110 Th i s  i n  t u rn  mi gh t  h ave  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  n e ws  r e po r t s  on  t he  m ass a c r es  o f  A rm e n i ans  

p r in t e d  in  th e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  an d  p r io r i t y  g i v e n  t o  r e por t s  f rom  

t h e  b a t t l e f i e ld .  Ano th e r  r e as o n  m i gh t  h a v e  b e en  th e  cu s tom  o f  t h e  

p e r i od  no t  t o  p r in t  l on g  r e po r t s .  T h e  pa p e r s  o f  t h e  pe r i o d  i t  

a p p e a r s  d i d  no t  de d i c a t e  m or e  t ha n  a  co lu mn  f o r  a  s t o r y:  “ Li k e  

m os t  s e r i ou s  p ap e rs  o f  t he  d a y i t  (S MH )  s e ld om ex p a nd ed  t h e  

d i s p l a y o f  a  ne w s  re p o r t  o r  a r t i c l e  i n to  m o re  t h an  o n e  co l um n” . 111  

 

T h e  n e ws pa p e r s  th a t  I  u s ed  fo r  m y r e s e a r c h  d i d  no t  p r in t  t h e  m a in  

n e w s  o f  t h e  da y o n  t h e i r  f ro n t  p a ge s .  Th e  S y dn e y  S un  w a s  t h e  

f i r s t  ne w sp a pe r  t o  p u b l i sh  i t s  ne w s  on  i t s  f ro n t  p a ge . 112 In  

ge n e r a l ,  t he  m os t  im po r t a n t  n e ws  o f  t h e  d a y w a s  p r i n t e d  s t a r t i n g  

f r om  t h e  t op  l e f t  co l um n o f  t h e  pa p e r .  E a c h  n ew sp a p e r  had  i t s  

o w n  p a ge  f o r  e d i t o r i a l  an d  a  p a ge  o r  tw o  d e d i c a t ed  t o  n ew s  f r om  

t h e  wo r ld  w a r .  M a jo r  n e ws p ap e rs  l i k e  t h e  Ar gu s ,  A g e  a nd  S yd n e y  

Mo rn in g  H er a ld  p r in t ed  mo r e  n e ws  i t em s  t h an  o th e r  sm al l e r  

n e w sp ap e r s  l i k e  t he  M e rc ur y  o r  t h e  Br i s ba n e  C ou r i er .   
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Table 9  Page numbers where most reports of the massacres of Armenians were printed 

Newspaper Pages 
The Argus Pages: 7 and 9 
The Age Pages: 7 and 9 
The Sydney Morning Herald Pages: 7, 9 or 10 
The Register Adelaide Pages: 5,7, 8 and 9 
The Brisbane Courier Page 7 
The Mercury Page 5 
 
 

M os t  a r t i c l e s  a bo u t  A rm e n i an s  a pp e a re d  o n  t h e  m ai n  pa ge  w h er e  

t h e  l a t e s t  n e ws  f r om  t he  w ar  f ro n t  w as  p r in t e d .  F rom  2 5  A p r i l  t o  

D e c e m b e r  19 ,  19 15  t h e  d a y o f  t h e  ev ac u a t i o n ,  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  

p u b l i c ’ s  a t t e n t i on  w a s  m ai n l y f o c u s ed  o n  t h e  Anz a c ’s  c am p a i gn  a t  

G a l l i po l i .   

 

N e w s  a bo u t  t h e  m as s a c r e s  o f  A rm en ian s  w as  m ai n l y p r in t e d  on  

t h e  sa m e  c o l u m n  o r  o n  an  ad j a c e n t  c o l u m n  wh e r e  t h e  s t o ry  o f  

A nz a c ’s  w a s  p r i n t ed  ( s e e  c op i es  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A pp e nd ix ) .  

 

T h i s  ga v e  th e  m ax im um  c ov e r a ge  t o  t he  p l i gh t  o f  A rm en ian s .  Th e  

A nz a c  so ld i e r s  w ere  f i gh t i n g  th e  O t t om a n  Tu r k i s h  go v e rn m en t  

an d  th e  s am e  gov e rn m en t  w as  ex t e rmin a t in g  t h e  A rm e n i an s ,  b o t h  

h a d  t h e  s am e  e n emy.  T h a t ,  I  p r e su m e  w a s  t h e  r e a so n  wh y b o t h  

s ub j ec t s  w e r e  p r i n t e d  n ex t  t o  e a ch  o t he r ,  b o t h  ev e n t s  oc cu r r e d  i n  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y.  

 
4.6.2 Titles of Articles 
 

T h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s  o f t en  u s ed  co n fus in g  t i t l e s  t o  d es c r ib e  t h e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s .  So me  o f  t he  m o re  f r e qu e n t l y  u se d  o n es  
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w e r e :  “ A rm en i a n  At r oc i t i e s ”  an d  “ Tu rk i s h  At r oc i t i e s” .  Th e s e  t w o  

t i t l e s  w ere  u s ed  to  d e s c r ib e  t h e  s am e  th in g ,  a t ro c i t i e s  aga i ns t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns .   

 

A s  i t  ap p ea r s  f ro m t h e  t a b l e  b e l ow ,  n ew s p ap e rs  h a d  t h e i r  

p r e f e r en c es .  Th e  MCY  p r e f e r r e d  “ Tu r k i sh  A t ro c i t i e s ”  w h i l e  t h e  

A R G “ A rm e n i an  A t r o c i t i e s ” .  

 
Table 10  Titles that included:  “Armenian Atrocities” and “Turkish Atrocities” to 

describe the massacres of Armenians 

Newspaper Title of Articles Date 
 

AGE 
Armenian Atrocities. Ghastly Stories.  
Greek Women Tortured 

MCY Turkish Atrocities. Massacre of Armenians.  
Dreadful Details 

3 Aug. 1915 

ARG 
 

Armenian Atrocities. How the Turks Act.  
Entire Village Obliterated 

MCY Turkish Atrocities. Diabolical Cruelty.  
People Burnt Alive. 

11 Sep. 1915 

AGE 
 

Armenian Atrocities. Ten Thousand Drowned.  
Thrown into Sea from Boats. 

MCY Turkish Atrocities. Systematic Slaughter of Armenians.  
23 Sep. 1915 

SMH Armenian Atrocities. 
BC Armenian Atrocities. Encouraged by German Consuls. 

ARG Armenian Atrocities. Guilt of Germans. 
REG Turkish Atrocities. German Encouragement. 

1 Oct. 1915 

 
 
A n  ex am pl e  o f  t h i s  c on f us i n g  w a y o f  t i t l i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s  ap p e a re d  

i n  t h e  A RG  (4  O c t .1 9 15 ) .  T w o  a r t i c l e s  i n  t wo  ad j a c e n t  c o l um ns  

a lm os t  on  a  ho r i z on t a l  l ev e l  d e p i c t e d  a t ro c i t i e s  b y t h e  t wo  

en emi es  o f  t h e  A l l i e s .  O ne  t i t l e  r e ad  Ar m e n ia n  A t ro c i t i e s ,  

A m e r i ca  Ma k es  Of f e r ,  Wi l l  T a k e  t h e  Ho m el e s s  an d  t h e  o th e r  

G e r ma n  A t ro c i t i e s ,  R uss ia n  Pr i so n er s  Mu rd ered  (S e e  A ppe n d i x  

f o r  t h e  co p y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s ) .  T h e  r e ad er  w he n  r e a d i n g  t h e  h e a d i n g  
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“ G e r ma n  A t r o c i t i e s”  mu s t  h av e  u nd e rs t oo d  th a t  G e rm a ns  w e r e  

co mmi t t i n g  a t ro c i t i e s  an d  wh en  r ead ing  “ A r m en i an  A t r o c i t i e s ”  

m us t  ha v e  un d e rs t oo d  th a t  i t  i s  no t  t h e  A rm e n i an s  w ho  w er e  

co mmi t t i n g  t h e  a t ro c i t i e s  bu t  t h ey w e re  b e in g  su b j ec t e d  t o  

a t ro c i t i e s  b y t h e  h an ds  o f  t he  Tu rk s .  Ca n  w e  as su me  t h a t  e v e r y 

r e a d e r  un d er s t oo d  th a t  A rm en i ans  w ere  no t  c ommi t t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s?   

 

A l t e rn a t iv e l y,  b o t h  ex p r e s s i on s ,  “T ur k i sh  M as s a c r e s ”  a nd  

“ A r m en i a n  M ass a c re s ” ,  w e r e  us ed  t o  de s c r i b e  t h e  m ass a c re s  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  O n  25  M a y 1 9 15 ,  S MH  r ep o r t ed  Ar m en i a ,  T ur k i s h  

M a ss a cr es  an d  t h e  A R G  r e po r t e d  t h e  sa m e  s t o r y u n d e r  t he  t i t l e  

A r m en i an  Ma ss ac r es ,  A l l i e s  I s s u e  S t a t e m e n t .  Th e  o th e r  

n e w sp ap e r s  r ep o r t i n g  t h e  s am e  s t o r y t h e  s am e  d a y h a d  c l e a r e r  

t i t l e s ,  w h i ch  l e f t  no  do ub t  ab ou t  t h e  v i c t ims  an d  th e  p e rpe t r a t o r s  

o f  t he  c r i m e ;  AG E  ( M a ssa c r e  o f  Ar m en ia ns ) ,  MCY  ( M as sa c r es  i n  

A r m en i a ) ,  B C  (Tu rk i sh  s av ag e r y ,  M ass a cr e s  o f  Ar m en ia ns ) .   

  

A n o t he r  ex pr e ss i on  us e d  a l t e r n a t i v e l y t o  d es c r i be  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s  w as  “T urk i s h  Ho r r o r s ” 113 a nd  

“ A r m en i a n  H or r o r s” . 114  

 

O f  t h e  s ix  n e ws p ape r s  I  u s ed  fo r  m y r e s e a r ch ,  t h e  R EG  wa s  t he  

o n l y o n e ,  wh i ch  s t oo d  o u t  f o r  t h e  un usu a l  c ho i c e  o f  n e ws  t i t l e s .  

S om e t i t l e s  d i d  no t  r ea l l y  r e f l ec t  t h e  su f f e r i n gs  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s  

a n d  d i d  no t  m e n t i on  t h e  c ru e l t y  o f  t h e  p e rp e t r a t o r s .   A l s o  i t  m ad e  
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i t  ha r d  t o  gue ss  t he  c on t en t s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  f r om  t he  t i t l e ,  f o r  

ex ampl e ,  t h e  t i t l e  C h ea p  Gi r l s .  Ho w  w o u l d  on e  gu e ss  tha t  t h e  

a r t i c l e  wa s  r e l a t e d  t o  A rm e n i an  g i r l s  be i n g  s o ld  a s  s l a v es  i n  

T u rk i s h  m a r ke t s?   

 
4.6.3 Titles without references to Turks  
 

T h e  l a ck  o f  Tu r c oph o b i c  i n t e n t i on s  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  p re s s  w as  

v i s i b l e  f r om  th e  h un d r ed s  o f  t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on  t he  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s ,  w h e re  eve n  t h e  wo r d  “ Tu rk ”  o r  

“ T u rk i s h”  w as  no t  i n c lu d ed .  Th i s  k i nd  o f  omi s s io n  w as  un c omm on  

f o r  l e s s e r  d e gr e e  a t r o c i t i e s  a t t r i bu t ed  t o  t h e  G e rm an s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  t ha t  t h e re  w a s  no  a t t em pt  f rom A us t r a l i an  

j ou r na l i s t s  t o  d e l i be ra t e l y em b e l l i sh ,  an d  u s e  T u rk i sh  a t ro c i t i e s  

f o r  p ro p a ga nd a  p u rp os e s .  T h i s  i s  puz z l i n g  be c a us e  A us t ra l i a  wa s  

a t  w a r  w i th  t h e  Ot to m an  E mpi r e  a nd  ev e r y r e p o r t  o f  Tu r k i sh  

a t ro c i t i e s  a ga i n s t  t h e  Ar m en i a ns  ga v e  t h em a bu nd a n t  a m m un i t i on  

t o  us e  as  w a r  p ro p aga n d a  a ga i ns t  Ot t om a n  Tu r ke y.   

 

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  co u ld  h a v e  v e r y  w e l l  i n f l a t e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  

e m ph as i z in g  T ur k i sh  a t ro c i t i e s ,  d en i g ra t i n g  Tu rk s  a nd  u n le a s h in g  

a  p ro p a gan d a  c am pa i gn  a ga i ns t  Ot t oma n  T u rk e y a n d  T ur ks ,  

ex ac t l y  t h e  w a y t h ey  w e re  r ep or t i n g  Ge rm an  a t ro c i t i e s .  Bu t  i t  i s  

c l e a r  t h a t  t he i r  m a in  co n c er n  w a s  t h e  f a t e  o f  A rm e n i an s  an d  th e y 

w e re  s imp l y d o in g  t h e i r  j o u rn a l i s t i c  du t i e s  an d  p r in t i n g  t h e  f ac t s  

o n  t h e  A r men i an  Gen o c i de  an d  no t  f i c t i t i ou s  s to r i e s  (S ee  
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A p p en d ix  fo r  l i s t  o f  t i t l e s  t h a t  o mi t  t he  w ord  “Tu r k ”  o r  “T u rk i s h ”  

i n  t h e  t i t l e ) .   

 

T h e r e  w e re  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y o mi t t e d  t h e  wo r d  “ Tu rk ”  o r  

“T u rk i s h”  i n  t h e  t i t l e  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  i t s e l f .  Th i s  t yp e  o f  

o mi ss i on  w a s  no t  ex t en d ed  to  Ge r ma ns .  A r t i c l e s  h i gh l i gh t in g  

a t ro c i t i e s  o f  Ge r man  t r oo ps  a lw a ys  m en t i on ed  G er m an s  as  t h e  

p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  c r i m e .   

 

Table 11  Articles that omitted the words “Turk” or “Turkish” in the title or the body of
   the text 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
ARG Armenian Horrors – Parents Eat Children 21 Aug. 1916 
MCY Armenian Horrors – Further Shocking Revelations 21 Aug. 1916 
REG Armenians Driven to Cannibalism 21Aug. 1916 
AGE Sufferings of Armenians – Resort to Cannibalism 21 Aug. 1916 
SMH The Armenians – Horrible Sufferings 21 Aug. 1916 
REG Aid For the Armenians 5 Oct.1916 
BC The Suffering Armenians 5 Oct. 1916 

SMH To Aid Armenians 5 Oct.1916 
MCY The Armenians – Relief From America 6 Oct. 1916 

 
 

A n o t he r  o mis s io n  f r o m t h e  t i t l e s  i s  t he  w ord  “Ot tom an ” .  D u r i n g  

W W I,  T ur k e y w a s  k n ow n a s  Ot t om a n  E mp i r e .  Y e t ,  f ro m th e  

h u nd r ed s  o f  a r t i c l e s  t h e r e  wa s  no t  a  s i n g l e  t i t l e  wh e r e  t h e  

“ O t t om an  gov e r nme n t ”  w as  h e l d  r es pon s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m a ssa c r e s  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  W h en ev e r  m en t io n ed ,  i t  wa s  a l w a ys  t h e  “ Tu rk ”  o r  t he  

“ T u rk i s h  go ve r nm en t ”  wh o  w as  h e ld  r e s po ns ib l e  fo r  t h e  

m a ss a c re s .  
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4.6.4 Articles with Australian content 
 

A u s t r a l i a n  ed i t o r s  a n d  jo u rn a l i s t s  d id  n o t  o n l y r e p r i n t  a r t i c l e s  

p u b l i sh ed  o v e rs e as ,  b u t  a l so  co n t r i bu t ed  wi t h  sp e c i a l  r ep or t s  o f  

t h e i r  o wn .  Th es e  a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e  d i v id ed  i n  t h r e e  se p a r a t e  

c a t e go r i es :  

 

•  A r t i c l e s  de d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m ass a c r es  o f  A rm e n i an s  w r i t t en  b y

 w a r  co r r es po nd e n t s  i n  M id d l e  E as t .  

•  E di to r i a l s .  

•  A r t i c l e s  de d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  u nd e r t ak e n  b y

 A u s t r a l i a ns   a c r os s  Au s t r a l i a  be t w e en  1 91 5 -1 92 3 .  

 

T h e  a r t i c l e s  u nd e r  o n e  o f  t h es e  ca t e gor i es  a re  v a l u a b l e  be c a u se  

t h e y w e r e  ex c l us i ve  t o  t h e  Au s t ra l i an  p r e s s .  A r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

c a t e go r y w e r e  r a r e .  D u r in g  th e  G r e a t  W a r ,  A us t r a l i an  w ar  

c o r r es po nd e n t s  b a se d  i n  Mid d l e  E as t  co u l d  h av e  r e po r t e d  o n  th e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s  on l y w h e n  t he y h a d  t h e  c h an c e  t o  m e e t  

d i re c t l y  w i t h  a n  e ye w i t n es s .  T wo  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r ep o r t s  f r om  t h i s  

c a t e go r y o r i g i n a t ed  f r om G al l i p o l i .  

 

Table 12  List of Articles exclusive to the Australian press 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
ARG Hard Driven Armenians 20 Aug. 1915 

AGE Turkish Atrocities. Massacre of Armenians. Seizure of 
Property. 27 Oct. 1915 

ARG Armenian Horrors. Story of Eye-Witness. Revolting Tale of 
Cruelty 2 Dec. 1915 
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AGE 
The Armenian Atrocities. Turks Lay Siege to Mousa Dagh. 
Kept at Bay for 53 Days Then Rescued by the French Fleet. 
Story Told by an Armenian Graduate (See section 1.5) 

8 Dec. 1915 

MCY Germany’s Ally. The “Turkish Method.” An Armenian’s 
Simple Tale (same report as ARG 2 Dec. 1915) 

21 Dec. 1915 

REG In Turkish Hands. A Woman’s Ideal 26 Sep. 1922 
 
 

T h e  f i r s t  a c c ou n t  ap p e a re d  i n  t he  AR G  2 0  Au gu s t  19 15 .  “H a rd  

D r i v e n  Ar m en ia ns ”  w a s  a  r e po r t  ab ou t  A rm e n i an  s o l d i e r s  in  t he  

O t t om an  a rm y d u r in g  th e  G a l l i po l i  c am p a i gn .  I  i n c l ud e d  t h i s  

a r t i c l e  wi t h  o th e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Ar m en ia n s  

b e c a us e  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n i an  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  a r m y w a s  

p a r t  o f  t he  “T u rk i sh  M e th od ”  (S e e  s e c t io n  5 . 6  fo r  d e t a i l s  o f  

“ T u rk i s h  M e th od ” )  o f  ex t e rm in a t in g  Ar m en i an s .   

 

A r m en i a ns , 115 t o ge th e r  w i th  o t h e r  O t t oman  c i t i z ens ,  w e re  

c o ns c r i p t ed  i n t o  t he  Ot tom a n  a rm y i n  1 9 14 .  Th e y s e r v ed  i n  ma n y 

f r o n t s  an d  du l y c a r r i ed  o u t  t he i r  du t i e s .  Bu t  s t a r t in g  19 15  t h e y 

w e r e  d i s a rm ed ,  f o rc e d  i n to  s l a v e  l ab ou r  b a t t a l i on s ,  w h e re  th e y 

w e r e  wo rk e d  to  d e a t h  o r  m a ss a c r ed  b y f e l l ow  Tu rk i s h  so l d i e r s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  G a l l i po l i  c amp a i gn ,  t h ou s an ds  o f  A r me n i a n  so l d i e r s  

f o u gh t  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  r an ks  a ga i ns t  t h e  Anz a c ,  wh i l e  o th e r s  w e re  

u s ed  i n  s l av e  l ab our  b a t t a l i o ns  t o  d i g  t r e n c he s  a nd  o th e r  

fo r t i f i c a t i on s  fo r  t he  O t tom a n  a rm y.  

 

T h e  A rm e n i an  p a r t i c i p a t i on  a t  G a l l i p o l i  i s  no t  ye t  r e s e a r ch e d  a nd  

i t  i s  no t  kn ow n  how  ma n y s i mi l a r  i n c i d en t s  h ap p en e d  a s  d e s c r ib e d  
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i n  H ard  Dr i v e n  Arm e n i an s  w he r e  T u rk i s h  o f f i ce r s  fo r c ed  

ex h au s t ed  Ar m en i an  s o l d i e r s  t o w a rd s  t h e  Anz a c  t r en ch e s  j u s t  t o  

b e  s l a u gh t e r ed .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  no t  kn o wn  ab ou t  t h e  f a t e  o f  

t ho us a nd s  o f  Ar m en i an  s o ld i e r s  w ho  w e r e  p a r t  o f  l ab ou r  

b a t t a l i on s  a t  G a l l i po l i .  Th e  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  A R G  w as  wr i t t en  as  a  

t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  A rm en i an  s o ld i e r s  w ho  fo u gh t  wi t h  v a lo u r  aga i n s t  

t h e  Anz a c .  F r om a  d i s t a n c e  o f  8 8  ye a r s ,  t h e  s t o r y h a s  a  d i f f e re n t  

m ean in g  in  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  G en o c id e .   

 

T h e  A rm e n i an  s o l d i e r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A R G,  “h a d  t r am p ed  a n  

a v e r a ge  o f  1 5  m i l es  a  d a y f o r  t h re e  wee k s  on  p oo r  f oo d .  T h es e  

h a d  b e en  f o r c ed  m ar c h e s  f rom  C on s t an t in op l e  an d  t h e  m en  ha d  

b e e n  s en t  i n t o  t h e  a t t a c k  a s  so on  a s  t h ey  a r r i v e d… ”  T h e  Ar m en i an  

s o l d i e r s  w e r e  “ h a rd - d r i v en ”  t o  d e a t h ,  w h i c h  w as  p a r t  o f  t h e  

ex t e rmin a t io n  cam pa i gn  o f  t h e  O t to m an  Tu rk i s h  go v ernmen t .  

T h e y h a d  to  b e  e l im in a t e d ,  o n e- w a y o r  a no t h e r .  T hu s ,  w hy n o t  l e t  

t h e  Anz a c  d o  t h e  d i r t y  w o r k .   A rm en i an  s o l d i e r s  k i l l i n g  Anz a c  

s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  f i gh t in g  w as  goo d  fo r  t h e  T u rk s  a nd  in  t h e  p ro c e ss  

o f  Anz a c  so l d i e r s  k i l l i n g  th e  Ar m en i a ns ,  i t  w a s  a ga in  good  fo r  

t h e  Tu r ks .  I t  w a s  a  w i n - wi n  s i t u a t i on  fo r  t he m.  I t  i s  a t t en t i on -

g r a b b i n g  as  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l i n e  wh e re  t h e  a r t i c l e  m en t i on e d :  

“ Bu t  ou r  t ro op s  s im pl y t oo k  th e i r  b ayo n e t s  an d  r i f l e s  aw a y f r o m  

t h es e  e n t e rp r i s i n g  e n e m i es  an d  m a d e  t h e m  p r i s on e rs ” .  Onc e  a w a y 

f r om  t h e i r  t o rm en to r s  a nd  in  t h e  “s a f e t y”  o f  “ en em y”  t r en c h es  

A r m en i a n  so ld i e r s  h a d  no  i n t en t io n  to  f i gh t  t h e  A nz ac  and  ga v e  
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t h ems e lv es  u p .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  sh o r t  a r t i c l e  w a s  w r i t t e n  o r  h a d  a s  a  

s ou r c e  C EW  B e an .  H e  w as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  A us t r a l i an  c o r re spo n de n t  

a t  G a l l i po l i  a nd  th e  a r t i c l e  mu s t  h av e  o r i g i n a t ed  f rom  h im  (S ee  

f u l l  t ex t  i n  t h e  A ppe n d ix ) .  

 

T h e  s e co nd  a r t i c l e  f r om  G al l i po l i  w as  a n  e ye w i t n es s  a c cou n t  

w r i t t e n  b y C EW  Bea n  f rom  Ga b a  T ep e .  Th e  a r t i c l e  a pp e a re d  i n  

t h e  AR G 116 a nd  MCY . 117 A p a r t  f r om  f e w  m i n o r  c h an ge s  t h e  a r t i c l e s  

a r e  i d en t i c a l .  F o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  I  c h ose  on l y t h e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  

a p p e ar e d  i n  t h e  MCY  b ecau s e  t h e  p r in t  q ua l i t y  o f  t h e  mi c ro f i lm  

w a s  m u c h  c l e a r e r  t h a n  t h e  o ne  i n  t h e  A R G .  T h e  s t o r y r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  a r t i c l e  Ha rd  D r i v e n  Ar m en i an s  b e ca u s e  bo th  o r i g in a t ed  f rom  

G a b a  T ep e .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  s a y i f  t h e  A rm e n i an  p r i so n e r ,  i n  t h e  s t o r y 

b y C EW  Be an ,  w as  p a r t  o f  t he  A rm en i an  s o l d i e r s  w ho  we re  m ad e  

p r i s on e rs  a t  G ab a  Te p e  an d  r ep o r t ed  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  H ar d  Dr i ve n  

A r m en i an s .  T h e  A rm e n i an  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  C EW  Be a n’ s  s t o r y w a s  

e n l i s t ed  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  a rm y a s  a  Tu rk ,  w i th  h i s  b ro th e r ,  t o  av o id  

p e r s ec u t i on  an d  d ea t h .   

 

Be a n  co ns id e r ed  i t  i mp or t an t  en ou gh  an d  b e l i e v ed  i n  t h e  s o l d i e r ’ s  

s t o r y t o  sp end  t i me  to  wr i t e  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  m os t  p rob ab l y w i th  t h e  

h e lp  o f  an  i n t e rp re t e r  f ro m t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  o f  G a l l i po l i  (S ee  cop y 

o f  t he  fu l l  r epo r t  i n  t h e  A pp e nd ix ) .   
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R e ad i n g  B e a n ’s  a r t i c l e  o n e  no t i c e  t h a t  t h e  n am e s  o f  p l a ces  an d  

p e op l e  a r e  m i s s i n g .  T he r e  a r e  a  num b er  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  wh e r e  th e  n am e s  o f  w i t n es se s  o r  t h e  sou r c e s  o f  

t h e  n ew s  w e r e  de l ib e r a t e l y w i th h e l d  f r o m t h e  r ep o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h em a ga i ns t  r e p r i s a l s  b y T u r k i sh  au t ho r i t i e s . 118 In  B e a n ’ s  a r t i c l e ,  

t h e  so l d i e r  h ad  u n l i s t ed  i n  t h e  Ot t om an  a rm y w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  an d  

a f t e r  f a l l i n g  p r i s one r  a t  Ga l l i po l i ,  p r ob a b l y h e  w an t e d  to  p r o t e c t  

h i s  b r o th e r  w ho  w as  m os t  l i k e l y s t i l l  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  a rmy.  Fe w  

t im es  t h e  n a me  o f  S i v as  w a s  men t io ned  wh ich  in d i ca t ed  t h a t  i t  

h a pp e n ed  in  t h e  p ro v i n c e  o f  S i v as  o r  t h e  t o wn  o f  t h e  s am e  n am e .  

 

D i d  C EW  Be a n  h ave  a n  o r i g in a l  v e r s ion  o f  t h e  s a me  s to r y  w i th  

f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  so ld i e r ’ s  e ye  w i tn es s  a c co un t ,  

i n c lu d i n g  h i s  n am e ,  h i s  b r o th e r ’ s  n ame ,  t h e  na m e  o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  

v i l l a ge ,  t h e  c i t y  w h e r e  he  s e r ve d  i n  t he  Ot t om a n  a rm y,  t he  p l a c e  

w h e r e  h e  wi tn es s ed  th e  m as s  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n i an s?  On l y a  

t ho r ou gh  r e s e a r c h  o f  Be an ’ s  pa p e r s  mi gh t  r ev e a l  i t s  ex i s t e n c e .   

A m on g  t h e  hu nd r eds  o f  a r t i c l e s  wh ic h  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  p a pe r s ,  t h e  

a b ov e  m en t i on ed  a r t i c l e  o f  Be an  i s  t h e  o ne  wi t h  t h e  mo s t  

h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e  b ec a u s e  i t  w as n ’ t  a  r ep r in t  f r om  c ab l e s  bu t  w as  

w r i t t e n  b y Be a n ,  h av in g  a s  a  p r im a r y s o u r c e  an  e ye  w i t nes s  o f  t h e  

ge n o c id e .   

 

F r o m th e  a bo v e  t wo  a r t i c l e s  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  AR G  t h a t  m e n t io ne d  

A r m en i an  so ld i e r s  i n  t h e  O t to man  a rmy an d  a l s o  t h e  r e f e re n c e  i n  
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t h e  Hi s to r y o f  A IF 119 o f  Ar m en i a n  p r i s one r s  ca u gh t  b y A nz ac ,  i t  i s  

b e yo n d  d ou b t  t ha t  A r m en i a n  so ld i e r s  w e r e  n o t  o n l y u s e d  i n  s l av e  

l a bo ur  ba t t a l i on s ,  bu t  w e r e  a l so  u s ed  on  t h e  b a t t l e  f r on t  a t  

G a l l i po l i .    

 

I t  w a s  v e r y l i k e l y t h a t  t h e  go od  im p r es s i on  th a t  t h e  A nz ac  h ad  o f  

t h e  Tu r ks  a s  f a i r  f i gh t e r s ,  r e c i p ro c a t i ng  k in d  ge s t u r es  i n  t h e  

t r en c h es  ca m e  a l so  f r om  t h e  m a n y C h r i s t i an  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  w e r e  

f a c i n g  t h e  A nz ac  a t  G a l l i p o l i .  T h e y c a r r i ed  o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  a s  

O t t om an  s o l d i e r s  bu t  t h e i r  s ym p a t h i e s  l a id  wi t h  t h e  Al l i e s .  Fo r  

t h e  yo u n g  Anz a c s  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  m a jo r  e n ga ge m e n t ,  t h e  e ne m y w a s  

t h e  Tu r k .  T h e y c o u l d  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e en  d i f f e r en t  e t hn i c  

g r o u ps  w i t h in  t h e  O t t om an  a rm y,  a n d  th e y w o u l d  no t  kno w  i f  t h e  

e n e m y t h e y w e r e  f ac i n g ,  i n  Ot to ma n  un i fo rm s ,  w e r e  A rme n i ans ,  

A s s yr i a n s ,  G re e ks ,  T u rk s  o r  a n y o n e  o f  o t he r  n a t io n a l i t i e s  t h a t  

c o mp r i s ed  th e  Ot t om a n  a rm y.  T u rk i sh  s o l d i e r s  d i d  no t  h av e  an y 

r e a s on  to  b e  n i c e  to  Au s t r a l i a ns  w h i l e  Ch r i s t i a n  so l d i e r s  h a d  

e v e r y r e a s on  t o  r e j o i c e  f rom  t h e  p r e s en c e  o f  A l l i e d  fo r c es  s o  

c l os e  t o  t he  Ot t om an  c ap i t a l .  An  A l l i ed  v i c to r y w o u l d  h av e  m e an t  

f r e e do m f ro m Ot t om a n  Tu r k i s h  yo k e ,  e n d  o f  ma ss a c r es  an d  th e  

s t a r t  o f  a  n e w l i f e  f r e e  f rom  Ot t om an  T u rk i s h  m i s ru l e .   

 

T h e  t h i r d  a r t i c l e  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  A GE  u n de r  t he  s ub t i t l e s  T ur k i sh  

A t r o c i t i e s ,  Ma ss ac re  o f  A rm e n i an s ,  S e i z ur e  o f  Pr op er t y .  I t  w a s  

p a r t  o f  a  l a r ge r  r epo r t  de sp a t c h ed  f r om  C a i ro  b y “ t h e  spe c i a l  
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R e pr e s en t a t i v e  o f  t h e  A g e ” . 120 I t  w as  t h e  t e s t imo n y o f  M rs  

V a n e c (? )  t h e  “ yo u n g  w i f e  o f  an  En g l i sh  do c t o r  a t  Be yr o u t”  w ho  

h a d  “ wi tn es s ed  t he  m a ss a c re  o f  Ar m en i a ns  a t  U r f a  i n  A u gu s t ” .  I t  

w a s  a  b r i e f  s t o r y o f  h e r  e ye w i tn e s s  a c co u n t  o f  t h e  ma ss a c re  o f  

A r m en i a ns  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  U r f a .   

 

T h e  a r t i c l e  d es c r i be d  h o w sh e  w as  a r re s t e d  w i th  9 0  o t he r s  an d  

k e p t  a s  a  h os t a ge  an d  “ t h r ea t e n ed  w i th  de a t h ”  i f  A l l i ed  sh ip s  

b om b ar d ed  t h e  Me d i t e r r an e a n  c o as t  and  k i l l e d  e v en  a  s i ng l e  Tu r k .  

S h e  a l so  w i tn e s s e d  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  ou t s i de  U r f a .  

S h e  r e co un t e d  ho w  s h e :  “ S aw  h un d re ds  o f  em a c ia t ed  d e ad  b o d i es  

a l l  a l on g  t h e  r o ads  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  co a s t  an d  a  f e w  m i s e r a b l e  

s u rv iv or s ,  w ho s e  de m e an ou r  wa s  mo r e  l i ke  h un t ed  w i ld  an im a l s  

t h an  h um an  b e in gs” .  

 

T h e  f ou r t h  a r t i c l e  w a s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  R E G 26  S ep t emb e r  1 9 22  

u n de r  t he  t i t l e  I n  Tu r k i sh  H an ds ,  A  Wo m an ’s  Id e a l  ( o rd ea l ? ) .  I t  

w a s  t h e  s t o r y o f  a  su r v i vo r  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  G e no c i d e ,  a  yo u n g  

w o ma n  w ho  h a d  esc a p e d  f ro m t h e  A r ab  s l av e  m ar k e t  an d  w a s  o n  

h e r  w a y t o  N e w Ze a l a nd  to  ge t  m a r r i ed .  A t  a  s t op ov e r  i n  S yd n e y,  

s h e  h ad  t o ld  h e r  s to r y o f  d ep or t a t i on s ,  s ex u a l  ab us e ,  mu rd e r  o f  

h e r  mo th e r  a nd  h a rd sh ip  i n  t h e  S yr i a n  D e se r t .  T h e  RE G m e nt i on e d  

a s  i t s  so u rc e  t h e  Syd n e y  E v en i ng  N ew s  (S e e  co p y o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  

t h e  Ap p en d ix ) .   
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4.6.5 Editorials 
 

T h e  s e co nd  ca t e gory  o f  a r t i c l e s  f rom  A u s t r a l i a n  so ur c e s  w a s  th e  

e d i to r i a l s .  Au s t r a l i a n  ed i to r s  sp e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s ed  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  a nd  mo s t  ed i to r i a l s  on  Arm e n i an s  

p r e c ed e d  a  m aj o r  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  m as s ac r e s  o f  A rm e n i an s .  T h e  f i r s t  

e d i to r i a l  a pp e a r ed  l a t e  1 91 5  du r i n g  th e  h e i gh t  o f  d e po r t a t i o ns  an d  

m a ss a c re s  w h en  t h e  w o r ld  g r a du a l l y  b e c a m e a w a r e  t h a t ,  un d e r  t h e  

c o v e r  o f  w ar ,  on e  o f  t h e  b e l l i ge r en t s  wa s  a t t em pt in g  t o  

ex t e r m i n a t e  on e  o f  i t s  m i no r i t y  r a c e s .    

 
Table 13  Editorials that appeared preceding an article on the massacres of Armenians 

Newspaper Title of Editorial Article Date 

REG Armenian Massacres Armenian Massacres 
“Extirpating Christianity” 23 Sep.1915 

MCY Exterminating Christians Massacre of Armenians 
Awful tales of cruelty 28 Sep.1915 

REG The War Whitewashing the Turks 29 Sep.1915 

MCY The Armenian Massacres Atrocities in Armenia 
The work of extermination 8 Oct.1915 

MCY Turkish Atrocities Turkish Atrocities 
Massacre of Armenians 29 Nov.1915 

REG Murdering a people Unhappy Armenians 12 Feb.1916 

REG Turkey and the war 
America’s difficulties 

Threat from America 21 Feb.1916 

REG Taming the Turk Russians’ brilliant success 22 Feb.1916 

REG The War Armenia 
Its importance to Russia 28 July 1916 

 
 
Table 14  Editorials without an accompanying article 

Newspaper Editorial Date 
ARG No title 23 Feb.1916 
SMH A Tragedy 12 Aug. 1922 
REG Turks and Armenians 

4 Jan. 1923 
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E d i to r i a l s  a r e  t h e  r e f l e c t i on s  o f  t h e  ma j o r  i s s u es  o f  t h e  da y a n d  

t h e  n ew sp a p er ’ s  op i n i on  o n  a  sp e c i f i c  t op i c  o f  t he  d a y.  Th e  

i n c lu s i on  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  A rm en i an s  r e f l e c t ed  h o w Au s t r a l i a n  

ed i to r s  p e rce i v ed  t h e  ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  A rm e n i an s  p a ra l l e l  t o  t h e  

h o r ro r s  o f  a  t o t a l  wa r .  T h er e  we r e  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n c es  b e t w ee n  t h e  

c a b le  r ep or t s  an d  ed i t o r i a l s .  In  ge n e r a l ,  e d i t o r i a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  us ed  th e  h a r sh es t  l a n gu age  

a ga i ns t  t h e  T ur k i sh  go v e rn me n t  th a n  ne w s  r e po r t s .  T h e  l a t t e r  

w e r e  m os t l y  d r y a c c o un t s  o f  m ass a c r es  an d  d ep o r t a t i on s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  e d i t o r i a l s  ga v e  m o re  b a c k gr ou nd  in f o rm a t i on  ab ou t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns ,  a bo u t  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  b r i e f  h i s t o r y o f  

A r m en i a  an d  mo s t  o f  a l l ,  r e f l e c t e d  m or e  hum a n  f e e l in gs  an d  a n ge r  

t o wa r ds  t h e  T u rk s .  

 

T h e  t h i r d  c a t e go r y d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  u nd e r t ake n  b y 

A u s t r a l i a ns  i s  a  m uc h  wid e r  t o p i c  a nd  I  w i l l  a dd r es s  i t  s ep a r a t e l y 

i n  c h ap t e r  6 .  

 

4.7 Religious factor 
 
 

T h e  G r e a t  W a r  w a s  n o t  f ou gh t  o n  r e l i g i ou s  g r o un ds .  G er ma n s  a nd  

A u s t r i an s  w e r e  c oun t r i e s  w i th  a  m a jo r i t y  C h r i s t i a n  po pu la t i on .  

T h e i r  a l l y  O t t om a n  T ur k e y w a s  a  p r edo mi na n t l y  M u s l i m  c o un t r y.  

E v en  t ho u gh  th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  Al l i e d  c ou n t r i e s  p ro f es se d  

C h r i s t i an i t y ,  t h e  Br i t i s h  a rm y h a d  a  l a rge  c o n t i n ge n t  o f  In d i an  
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M us l im s  f i gh t in g  in  i t s  r ank s  aga in s t  O t t om an  Tu rk e y an d  t h e  

C e n t r a l  P o w er s .  Ara b s  w e r e  a l so  M us l i ms ,  bu t  fo u gh t  h a rd  a ga in s t  

t h e  Ot t om a n  Em pi re  t o  f r e e  t h e m f rom T ur k i sh  yo k e .   

 

A u s t r a l i a  w a s  a l so  a  p r ed omi n an t l y  C hr i s t i an  co un t r y.  T he  

A u s t r a l i a n  po pu l a t i o n  d u r in g  W W I w a s  a lm os t  en t i r e l y  Ch r i s t i a n .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  th e  19 1 1  Au s t r a l i a n  c ens us ,  98 .4 6  p e rc e n t  o f  t he  

t o t a l  p op u l a t i o n  w er e  C h r i s t i an s .  Of  t he s e ,  39 .4 0  p e r c e n t  

b e lo n ge d  t o  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g l an d  f o l l o we d  b y t h e  R om an  

C a t ho l i c  Ch ur c h  wi t h  21 .2 2  p e rc e n t  o f  f o l l o w er s .   

 

A r m en i a ns  we r e  a l so  i n  a  s i mi l a r  s i t u a t io n ;  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  w a s  a  

s yn o n ym  o f  b e i n g  an  A rm en ia n .  A cc o rd in g l y,  t h e  Ar me n ia n  

p o pu l a t i o n  in  O t tom a n  Tu r ke y a n d  e l se w h e r e  w e r e  a lm os t  en t i r e l y  

C h r i s t i an  w i th  t h e  m aj o r i t y  b e l on g in g  to  t he  A rm en i a n  Ap os to l i c  

c h u r ch  a nd  o th e r s  to  t h e  A rm en i an  C a th o l i c ,  P r o t e s t an t  and  

E v an ge l i c a l  ch u r che s .  In  2 0 01 ,  A rm en i a ns  c om me mo r a t e d  t h e  

1 7 00  a nn iv e r s a r y o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y  i n  A rm e n i a .  Ov e r  t h i s  p e r i od  o f  

t im e ,  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  l e f t  a n  i n d e l i b l e  m ar k  o n  th e  c h a ra c t e r  o f  t he  

n a t io n ,  an d  i t  w as  a lm os t  i n co mp r eh en s i b l e  t o  t a l k  a bo u t  

A r m en i a ns  a s  f o l l ow e r s  o f  o th e r  r e l i g io ns .   

 

In  t h i s  co n t ex t  c an  b e  p l ac e d  th e  e mp ha s i s  i n  t he  ne w s  r ep o r t s  o f  

t h e  “C h r i s t i an i t y”  o f  Ar m en i a ns .  Th r ou gh o u t  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  a l l  o f  

t h e  n ew sp a p er s  I  r e s e a r ch e d  th e r e  w as  a n  em ph as i s  o n  t h e  
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r e l i g i ous  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  A r me n i a ns .  The r e  w as  ev en  co n fus io n  

b e tw e e n  A rm en i an s  a nd  C hr i s t i an i t y .  In  m a n y r e p o r t s ,  t h e  

e t hn i c i t y  o f  A r me n i a ns  d o es  no t  s ee m i mp or t an t .  Th e y w e r e  j u s t  

c a l l e d  C h r i s t i an s ,  an d  m an y t i t l e s  u s ed  th e  w o rd  Ch r i s t i a n  i n s t e ad  

o f  Ar m en i a n .  T h i s  t e nd e nc y t o  co nf use  A rm e n i an s  wi th  th e i r  

r e l i g i on  i s  n o t  u n iqu e  t o  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  b u t  a l so  t o  t h e  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  p r es s  t h a t  A us t r a l i ans  w er e  us i n g  as  t he i r  ma i n  

s ou r c e .  Th i s  c on f us i on  wa s  no t  ex c lu s iv e  t o  A rm en i an s  bu t  i t  wa s  

u s ed  a l s o  t o  r e po r t s  o f  a t ro c i t i e s  a ga in s t  o th e r  C h r i s t i an  

n a t io n a l i t i e s ,  G r e ek s ,  Le b a n e s e  C h r i s t i a ns  an d  o t he r s .  In  so m e  

a r t i c l e s ,  co n ce r n i ng  t h e  m a ss a c r es  o f  A r m en i a ns ,  As s yr i a n s  o r  

G r e e ks ,  t h e  p ap e r s  u s ed  t h e  wo r d  “C hr i s t i a n ” ,  w i th ou t  g iv i n g  

d e t a i l s  wh o  th es e  “C h r i s t i an s”  w ere .  In  m os t  a r t i c l e s ,  t he  w o rd  

“ C hr i s t i an ”  us e d  in  t h e  t i t l e  o r  i n  t h e  b o d y o f  t h e  t ex t  w as  

r e f e r r ed  ex c l us iv e ly  t o  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  In  s om e  a r t i c l e s  i t  i s  c l e a r  

t h a t  w a s  r e fe r r ed  t o  A rm en ia ns  an d  Gr e e k s  an d  in  o t h e r s  w h er e  

o n l y t h e  w o rd  “ Ch r i s t i a n ”  w as  m en t ion e d ,  wi t ho u t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  

o f  t he  e t hn i c  b r e akd o wn  o f  Ch r i s t i a ns ,  i t  m i gh t  h av e  i nc lu d ed  

A r m en i a ns ,  As s yr i a n s ,  Gr e e ks ,  o r  an y o th e r  sm al l e r  C hr i s t i a n  

d e no min a t io ns  l i v in g  t o ge th e r .  In  o the r  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  wo rd  

“ C hr i s t i an ”  w a s  use d  t o  i nd i c a t e  on l y t h e  G r ee k  p op u l a t i o n .  

 

T h e  r e f e r en c e  t o  A rm e ni an s  a s  C h r i s t i an s  i n c l ud e d  a l l  A rm e ni an  

r e l i g i ous  d e no min a t io ns ,  Ap os t o l i c ,  Ev a n ge l i c a l ,  C a t ho l i c  a nd  

P ro t es t a n t .  Th us  Ch r i s t i a n  m e an t  t h e  A r m en i a n  r a c e .  T h er e  i s  
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h a r d l y a n y r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e pa r a t e  A r m en i an  C h r i s t i a n  

d e no min a t io ns .  O n ly  o n e  a r t i c l e ,  i n  Apr i l  1 91 6 ,  r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  

A r m en i a n  Ca th o l i c s .  Am s t e rd a m ne w sp a p e rs ,  ba s ed  o n  Ge r m an  

c a t ho l i c  s ou r c es ,  ha d  r ep or t ed  t h a t  Tur k s  h ad  k i l l ed  m or e  t h a n  a  

m i l l i on  Arm en i ans ,  add in g  t h a t  t h e  v i c t ims  i nc lu d ed  1 00 ,0 0 0  

C a t ho l i c s  an d  fo u r  b i s ho ps . 121 

 

O n  J un e  1 3 ,  2 00 1 ,  t h e  n e wl y e l e c t e d  he a d  o f  A rm e n i an  Ca t ho l i c  

C hu r ch ,  Pa t r i a r c h  N e r s es  Bed r os  X IX  T a rm uni ,  a r r i v ed  in  

M e lb ou rn e  fo r  h i s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  A us t r a l i a .  D u r in g  a n  

i n t e rv i ew  w i th  h im ,  I  m e n t io ned  th e  co n t en t  o f  t h e  abo v e  a r t i c l e  

a n d  a sk e d  h im  w h e th e r  i t  wa s  c o r r e c t .  H e  d id  n o t  k no w the  ex a c t  

n um b er  o f  Ar m en i an  C a t ho l i c  v i c t ims  o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e  

b u t  h e  s a i d  h e  h ad  i n fo rm at io n  t h a t  T ur k s  h ad  k i l l ed  4 4  Ar m en i an  

C a t ho l i c  c l e r g y b e tw e e n  1 91 5- 19 18 .  Th e  v i c t im s  in c l ud e d  

a r c h b i s ho ps ,  b i s hop s ,  p r i e s t s  an d  nu ns  o f  v a r i ou s  o r d e r s .  T he  

m os t  f amo us  c l e r i c  w a s  A r ch b i sh op  Ig n a t iu s  M alo i an  w ho  w a s  

t o r tu r e d  an d  k i l l ed  b y O t to ma n  T ur k i sh  po l i c e  an d  b e a t i f i e d  b y 

P op e  J ohn  P au l  I I  i n  O c to b e r  20 01  ( See  Im a ge s  a n d  Ma ps ) .   

 

T h e r e  w e re  n o  t i t l e s  b e tw e e n  19 16  an d  1 92 3  r ep o r t i n g  abo u t  

A r m en i a n  m ass a c r es  an d  us in g  t h e  wo rd  “C hr i s t i an ” .  Al t ho u gh  in  

t h e  r ep o r t s ,  t h e  p r ac t i c e  co n t i nu e d  as  b e f o re .  
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Table 15  Titles with the mention of the word “Christian” to identify Armenians 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
MCY  Progress of the Turks - Massacre of Christians 15 January 1915 

AGE Turkish Horrors. 
 Fearful Butchery of Christians 12 May 1915 

ARG Christians Butchered - Massacres in Armenia 12 May 1915 
BC Turkish Horrors - War on the Christians 12 May 1915 

SMH Asiatic Turkey - Massacre of Christians 30 July 1915 
ARG Murderous Turks - Christians Massacred 30 July 1915 
SMH Turkey - Massacre of Christians 7 August 1915 
BC Enver Bey and the Massacres of Christians 7 August 1915 

REG Armenian Massacres. 
“Extirpating Christianity” 23 September 1915 

ARG Turks and Armenians - War Against Christians 24 September 1915 
MCY Exterminating Christians (editorial) 28 September 1915 
REG Christians in Distress 21 December1915 

 
 

T h e  p r es s  o f  1 91 5  h a d  a n  i d eo lo g i c a l  i n t e rp r e t a t i o n  o f  t he  w or ld .  

M a n y e d i to r i a l s  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  p re s s  p o r t r a ye d  t h e  on go in g  w a r  

a s  a  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  go o d  an d  e v i l ,  c i v i l i z e d  C h r i s t i a n  wo r l d  

a ga i ns t  un -C h r i s t i an  ba r b ar i c  en e m i es .  N e e d l es s  t o  s a y t ha t  t h e  

go o d  a nd  t h e  c i v i l i z ed  Ch r i s t i a n  c ou n t r i e s  w er e  t he  Al l i e s  an d  th e  

“ b a r ba r i a ns ”  we r e  t h e  G er m a ns  an d  t h e  O t t o m a n  T ur ks .  S in c e  

G e r m an s  an d  A us t r i a ns  p ro f e s s ed  C hr i s t i an i t y ,  m a n y e d i to r i a l s  

q u es t i o n ed  t he  C hr i s t i an i t y  o f  G e rm ans .  T he  “c iv i l i z ed  Ch r i s t i an ”  

w o r l d ,  co mp r i se d  by  t h e  Al l i e s ,  ha d  h igh  mo r a l  an d  e t h i ca l  

v a lu es .  In  t h i s  c on tex t ,  t h e  Ar m eni a ns  w e r e  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  go od  Ch r i s t i a n  w o r l d  t h a t  t he  u n c iv i l i z ed  b a rb a r i t y  o f  t h e  

e n e m y w a s  t r yi n g  to  ex t e r min a t e .  T h e  p r e s en t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  t he  A rm e n i an s  i n  th e  c o n t ex t  o f  t h e  g l oba l  w a r  

o f  t he  go od  c i v i l i s ed  Al l i e s  a ga i n s t  t h e  b a rb a r i c  u nc i v i l i s ed  
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C e n t r a l  P o w er s ,  a l so  j u s t i f i ed  t he  w ar  t h e  Al l i e s  w e r e  w ag i n g  

a ga i ns t  t h e  un c i v i l i s e d  e n em y.   

 

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  MCY  t i t l ed  E xt er mi na t in g  Ch r i s t i a ns  ( 2 8  

S e p . 19 15 )  w as  a  t yp i c a l  ex amp l e  o f  ho w  t he  ex te r min a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns  wa s  v i ew e d  f r om  a  r e l i g iou s  po in t  o f  v i ew .  Th e  

G e r m an s  w er e  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t he  “s o -c a l l e d  C h r i s t i a ns ” ,  bo t h  t he  

“ G e r m a n  H un s ”  and  t h e  “ ru t h l e s s  b a rb a r i a ns ”  ( T ur ks )  “w o rs h i p ed  

h a t e”  an d  bo th  w e re  t h e  mo s t  d an ge r ou s  t o  h um an i t y.  T h e  

e d i to r i a l  f u r th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t :  “So m e Ge r m an s  h av e  n o  God  a t  a l l  

a n d  o t h e r s  h av e  th e  s am e  G od  t he  M us l ims  b e l i ev e  i n ,  t h e  G od  o f  

p o l yga m y a n d  s l a ugh t e r ” .  T h e  e d i t o r i a l  w a s  d ed i c a t e d  t o  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  t he  A rm e n i an s  b y t h e  h an ds  o f  t h e  T u rk s ,  an d  

G e rm an y w a s  p o r t r a ye d  a s  be in g  a s  gu i l t y  a s  t h e  T u rk s  fo r  l e t t i n g  

t h e i r  a l l y  c a r r y o u t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  t he  A rm en i a ns .   

 

T h e  A ngl i ca n  C hu rc h  M ess e ng e r  h ad  a l so  emp h as i z e d  th e  

C h r i s t i an  f a c to r .  Af t e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t :  “ I t ’ s  an  ex t r a o rd i n a ry  p u z z l e  

h o w Am e r i c a ,  p r o fe s s i n g  to  b e  Ch r i s t i a n  c an  lo ok  o n  

c o mp a r a t i v e l y u nmo v ed ”  com p a r ed  the  m ass a c r e  o f  A rm en i an s  

w i t h  t h e  p e r s e cu t i on  an d  t h e  “ R om a n  m u rd e rs  o f  C h r i s t i an s  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h re e  c e n t u r i e s  o f  ou r  e r a ”  i t  ad d ed  t h a t :  “ T u rk s  

h a v e  mu rd e red  i mmeas u rab l y m o re  C h r i s t i a ns  t h an  a l l  t h e  

p e r s ec u t i n g  em p er o r s  p u t  t o ge t he r ” . 122 
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T h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  MCY  a f t e r  d es c r i b in g  a t r o c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  t he  

A r m en i a ns  wr o t e :  “ I t  i s  t he i r  ( f an a t i c  T u rk s )  “ r e l i g i ou s  ha t r ed  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t i an s ,  wh ic h  s t e e l s  t h e i r  b a r ba r o us  h e a r t s  t o  su ch  gh as t l y  

c r i m e s” .  A nd  a f t e r  a c c u s in g  G e rm an  o f f i c e r s  t h a t :  “ In  s om e  

i ns t a n c es  a s s i s t e d ”  t h e  m a ss a c r es  a c c us e d  t h e  K a i s e r  o f  

d e l i b e r a t e l y i n s t i ga t i n g  t h e  “ Mo ha m m ed a ns  t o  p r e a c h  a  “H o l y 

W a r” ,  w h i ch  m e an s  ex t e rmi n a t i n g  C hr i s t i an s  w he r e v er  t h ey  h a v e  

t h e  po w e r” .  I t  en d ed  t h e  ed i t o r i a l  w i th  t h e  p r omis e  t h a t  t he :  

“ C i v i l i s e d  P ow e r s  ( t h e  Al l i e s ) ”  wi l l  “ t a k e  s t e ps  t o  r en d e r  t h e i r  

r e c u r r en c e  i m p os s ib l e ” . 123 

 

S ho r t l y  a f t e r  en t e r in g  th e  w a r ,  O t t om an  Tu rk e y d e c l a re d  J ih a d  o r  

H o l y W a r  a ga i ns t  t h e  Al l i e s  a nd  t h e  “M os l em s  o f  t h e  E m p i re  w er e  

b e so u gh t  an d  i n c i t ed  t o  p e r s e cu t e  an d  m a ss a c re  a l l  C hr i s t i a ns ” . 124 

T h e  p ro c l a m at i on  o f  H o l y W a r  w as  no t  a n  ex p r es s i on  o f  r e l i g i ou s  

z e a l  f r om th e  p a r t  o f  Yo un g  Tu rk  l e a de r s -  E nv e r ,  D j em al  a n d  

T a l a a t -  bu t  a  c a l c u l a t e d  po l i t i c a l  m ov e  to  ga i n  t h e  u nw a v er i n g  

s up po r t  f rom  t h e  Mu s l i m  po pu la t i on  in s id e  th e  Ot t om an  Tu r k i sh  

E mp i r e  an d  ou t s i d e  i t s  bo rd e r s .  

 
Table 16  Articles on the declaration of Holy War by Ottoman Turkey 

Newspaper Title Date 
AGE A Holy War - Reported Proclamation 20 Nov. 1914 
ARG Russia and Turkey  - Porte Declares Holy War 20 Nov. 1914 
BC Moslem Holy War - Statement by the Kaiser 20 Nov. 1914 

REG Kaiser and Holy War 20 Nov. 1914 
SMH The Jihad 20 Nov. 1914 
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A n ot he r  r e a so n  f o r  t h e  wi d e  us e  o f  t h e  w o rd  “ Ch r i s t i a n ”  t o  

d e no min a t e  A rm en ia n s ,  Gr e e ks  a nd  o th e r  Ch r i s t i a n  n a t i on a l i t i e s  

w a s  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  T u rk i s h  go ve rn m en t ’ s  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y o f  

p e r s ec u t i on  t a r ge t in g  th e  Ch r i s t i a n  r e l i g i on .  Tu rk i s h  a u tho r i t i e s  

h a d  us e d  th e  r e l i g io us  f a c to r  t o  i n c i t e  t h e  M us l im  po pu l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  Ot t om a n  Em pi re  a ga in s t  t h e  Ar m en i an s .  T h e y h a d  use d  t h e  

d i f f e r en c e  o f  r e l i g io n  o f  A rm e n i an s  as  a  t oo l  t o  c a r r y o u t  t h e i r  

p l an n ed  ex t e rm in a t i on  t ho ro u gh l y a n d  th i s  mi gh t  h a v e  b ee n  o n e  

o f  t he  r e as ons  fo r  t h e  ex t e ns i v e  us e  o f  t h e  w o rd  “Ch r i s t i an ”  

i n s t e a d  o f  “ A rm enia n ”  i n  t h e  W es t e r n  m e d i a .  T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk  

go v e r nm en t  no t  o n ly  p h ys i c a l l y  d e s t r oye d  t h e  A rm e n i an s  b u t  

s im ul t an e ou s l y a l so  de s t ro ye d  d oz en s  o f  t h ou sa nd s  o f  r e l i g i ou s  

m a nu sc r ip t s ,  d e s ec r a t ed  t ho us an ds  o f  A r m en i a n  c hu r ch e s ,  

m on a s t e r i e s ,  s a n c t ua r i es  an d  t o r t u r e d  an d  k i l l ed  b i sh op s ,  p r i e s t s  

a n d  mo nk s .  T h i s  d e l ib e r a t e  a t t a ck  a ga in s t  t he  C hr i s t i an  r e l i g i on  

w a s  a no th e r  po w e r fu l  r e as on  t ha t  h ad  i t s  e f f ec t  on  Ch r i s t i a n s  a nd  

p r ov ok e d  a  s t r on g  re a c t i on  f r om  t h e  p re s s  a nd  C h r i s t i a n  ch u r ch e s  

w o r l d wid e .  

 

In  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  ne w s pa p e r s  o f  W W I,  th e r e  w e r e  on l y f e w  

r e p o r t s  w h e r e  t h e  de s t r u c t i on  o f  mo n as t e r i e s ,  r e l i g i ous  i t e m s  an d  

m a nu sc r ip t s  w e r e  r e p o r t ed .  Th i s  w a s  a s to n i s h i n g  com p a red  t o  th e  

n um b er  o f  r e l i g io us  s i t e s  d e se c r a t e d ,  d e s t ro ye d  o r  s i mply  

t r an s fo rm e d  t o  a  mo sq u e  b y t h e  Tu rk s .  In  ge n e r a l ,  t h e  n ew s  

r e p o r t s  p r i n t ed  be tw e e n  1 91 5- 19 23  p u t  t he  em ph as i s  o n  th e  h um a n  
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f a c to r ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  Ar m en i a ns ,  t h e i r  a bd u c t i on ,  t h e  s l av e r y o f  

yo u n g  w o me n  a nd  g i r l s  an d  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  su r v i vo rs .  I t  wa s  

o n l y i n  1 91 6  t h a t  ne w s pa p e r s  r e po r t ing  t h e  su c c es s f u l  Rus s i a n  

a d v an c e  in  Ar m en ia ,  p r i n t e d  r ep o r t s  s t a t i n g  t h a t :  “T h e  Ru ss i ans  

a r e  m a k i n g  e v e r y e f f o r t  t o  s a v e  t h e  v es t i ge s  o f  t h e  a n c i en t  

A r m en i a n  c iv i l i s a t i o n .  On l y t w o  mo n as t e r i e s  a r e  l e f t  s t and in g  in  

t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V an  an d  th ou s an ds  o f  v a lu a b l e  ma nu s c r ip t s  h av e  

b e e n  d es t r o ye d ” . 125 Th i s  r e f e r en c e  t o  t h e  d es t r u c t i on  o f  r e l i g i o us  

p r op e r t y r e f e r r e d  on l y t o  t h e  p ro v in c e  o f  V an  t h a t  Ru ss i an s  h ad  

s u c c ee d ed  i n  o cc upyi n g .  

 

T h e r e  m i gh t  h av e  be e n  an o th e r  r e a so n  f o r  i d e n t i f yi n g  A rm e n i an s  

w i t h  Ch r i s t i an i t y .  P ro b ab l y m o s t  p e op l e  wo u l d  no t  kn ow w ho  t he  

A r m en i ans  we re  and  a  comm on  l i nk  fo r  i d en t i f i c a t i o n  be tw een  th e  

r e a d e r  o f  t h e  n ew spa p e r  a nd  t h e  A rm en i a ns  w a s  t h e  c ommo n  

C h r i s t i an  r e l i g io n  p r o f es s e d  b y t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  Au s t r a l i an s .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  t he  C hr i s t i a n  se n t im en t  w as  m u ch  s t r on ge r  i n  t ho s e  d a ys  

i n  A us t r a l i a  an d  i t  i s  no t  a  c o i nc id e n ce  t h a t  m os t  o f  t h e  m em b e rs  

o f  F r i en ds  o f  A rm en i a  a nd  A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd  w er e  c l e r i c s ,  

p r e a ch e r s  o r  c l os e ly  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  t h e  An g l i c an  o r  P r es b yt e r i a n  

C hu r ch e s .   

 

In  r e c e n t  d e c ad e s ,  w h e n  A rm en i ans  a re  pu r su i n g  t h e  r e cogn i t i o n  

o f  t he  A rm en i a n  G en o c i d e  m o r e  fo r c i b l y o n  t he  i n t e rn a t ion a l  

l e v e l ,  t h e y a r e  p r ese n t i n g  t h e  i s su e  as  t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  
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b a s ed  o n  th e  p r i nc ip l es  o f  U NC G a nd  n o t  a s  t h e  ge no c i d e  o f  

C h r i s t i an s .  Bu t  su cc e s s iv e  T u rk i sh  gov e r nm en t s ,  t r yi n g  to  ap p e a l  

t o  t h e  r e l i g io us  s en t im en t s  o f  Mu s l im s  w o r ld wi d e ,  co n t i nu e  t o  

d e n y a n d  ju s t i f y  t h e  a c t i o ns  o f  t h e  O t to m an  T u rk i sh  gov er n me n t  

b y b r i n gi n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i on  o f  t he  wor l d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  du r i n g  th e  

w a r  a  b i gge r  nu mb er  o f  Mus l im s  w e r e  k i l l e d .   

 

4.8 Conclusion 
 
 

A u s t r a l i a n  ed i t o r s  a n d  jo u rn a l i s t s ,  w ho  co v e re d  th e  A rm en i an  

G e n o c id e ,  r ece iv ed  t h e  n e ws  o v erw h e lm in g l y f ro m  Br i t i sh  

s ou r c es .  T he  b a c k gr o un d  o f  m os t  j ou rn a l i s t s  a nd  ed i to r s  w a s  

B r i t i s h  a nd  t h e  a r r an ge m e n t s  t ha t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  h ad  m a d e  

w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  i n  t he  s e c on d  h a l f  o f  1 9 t h  c en tu r y f o r  t h e  

s up p l y o f  ne w s ,  gav e  p r e f e re n c e  t o  t he  n e ws  r e po r t s  f rom  Gr e a t  

B r i t a in  o v er  o th e r  s ou r c es  o f  n e ws .  Th i s  p r e f e r e n c e  ha d  i t s  

o r i g i ns  i n  t h e  s t ro ng  t i e s -  l i n gu i s t i c ,  r e l i g i ou s ,  cu l tu r a l  an d  

s o c i a l -  t h a t  bo un d  A u s t r a l i ans  t o  Grea t  B r i t a in .  F ro m th e  v e r y 

f i r s t  da y G r e a t  B r i t a i n  e n t e re d  t h e  w a r ,  Au s t r a l i a  d e c l a r ed  i t s  

u n co nd i t i on a l  s up po r t  t o  t h e  mo th e r  co u n t r y a n d  fo l l o w ed  t h e  

l e a d  o f  Gr e a t  B r i t a i n .   Th a t  un co nd i t i o n a l  s up po r t  ex t e nd e d  a l s o  

t o  t h e  p r es s ,  t h us  wh a t  w as  ac c e p t ab l e  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  w as  

a l so  a c c e p t ab l e  fo r  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s .   
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A u s t r a l i a ns  a l s o  fo l l o w ed  t h e  B r i t i s h  l e a d  o n  w a r  c e nso r sh i p  an d  

w a r  p r op a ga n da  and  t h e r e  we r e  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  r e po r t s  o n  t h e  

m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s  w e re  c en so r ed  e i t h e r  i n  Br i t a i n  o r  i n  

A u s t r a l i a .  Du r i n g  t h e  h os t i l i t i e s ,  t h e  m ai n  t a rge t  o f  Br i t i s h  w a r  

p r op a ga n d a  w as  G er m an y.  T h e  r e po r t s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  Br i t i sh  p r es s  

w e r e  s e n t  t o  A us t r a l i a  an d  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  n e w sp a p e rs ,  

a n d  c on s eq u en t l y  a t r oc i t i e s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  G e rm an s  r e c e i ved  wi de r  

c o v e ra ge  t h a n  t h e  r e a l  a t ro c i t i e s  t h e  Tu r k i sh  gov e rn m e n t  w a s  

co mmi t t i n g  aga i ns t  t h e  A r men i ans .  O f t e n ,  t h e  a t ro c i t i e s  o r  h a r sh  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  B r i t i sh  p r i s on e rs  r e c e i v ed  wi de r  co v er a ge  t h a n  t h e  

m a ss a c re  o f  t ho us an ds  o f  A r me n i a ns .  T h e  in e qu a l i t y  o f  t h e  

t r ea tm en t  o f  G e rm an  an d  T urk i sh  c ru e l t i e s  i n  t h e  Au s t ra l i an  p r e s s  

w a s  t an g i b l e  wh e n  w e  c om p a r e  t h e  ex ce s s es  t h e  G e rm a ns  

c o mmi t t ed  an d  t h e  ex t en t ,  s ev e r i t y  a n d  ba r b ar i t y  o f  t he  c r im e s  

a ga i ns t  hu ma n i t y t h e  T u rk i s h  go ve r nm e n t  c omm i t t e d  a ga i ns t  t h e  

A r m en i a ns .   

 

D u r i n g  W W I,  t h e  Ge r m an  gov e r nm en t  d id  n o t  h av e  an y ge n o c i d a l  

p o l i c i e s  a ga i ns t  any  p e o p l e  an d  d i d  no t  ex t e rmi n a t e  a n y r a c i a l  o r  

e t hn i c  g r ou p .  G e rma n y o f  W W I w a s  n o t  Ge rm a n y o f  W W II .  

A t ro c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  G e r m an s  w er e  ex a gge r a t e d  o r  f ab r i c a t e d  

b e c a us e  G e rm a ns  d i d  no t  co m m i t  ex c es s i v e  a t r oc i t i e s ,  a s  p r ob a b l y 

A l l i e d  p ro p a ga nd i s t s  ho p ed ,  a nd  th e  Al l i e s  n e ed e d  p ro p a ga n d a  to  

k e e p  t h e  h a t r ed  o f  t h e  en em y a l i v e .  In  t h e  c as e  o f  t h e  O t t o m an  

E mp i r e ,  Tu r ks  w e r e  c omm i t t in g  so  m any a t r o c i t i e s  an d  sho c k i n g  
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c r i m e s  a ga i n s t  hu m a n i t y t h a t  t h e  p r es s  d i d  no t  ne e d  t o  emb e l l i sh  

t h em o r  us e  p ro p a ga n d a  to  d e f am e  th e  T u rk s .    

 

T h e  p r i n t ed  a cc ou n t s  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  G e n o c id e  i n  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  

p r e s s  w e r e  a s  ob j e c t i v e  a nd  c l e a r  o f  any  p r o p a ga n d a  an d  po l i t i ca l  

i n f lu e n c e  a s  p os s i b l e ,  a nd  d i d  no t  pu r su e  t h e  ob j e c t iv e  o f  

d i s c r ed i t i n g  O t to ma n  T u rk e y o r  Tu rk s  i n  ge n er a l .  T h er e  w a s  n o  

e v id e nc e  t h a t  t h e  me d i a  ha d  un l e ash e d  a  p ro p a gan d a  c am pa i gn  

aga i ns t  O t tom a n  Turk e y u s i n g  as  a  p r e t ex t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y a  n um b e r  o f  a r t i c l e s  w er e  p r i n t ed  

w h ic h  w e r e  f av ou r ab l e  t o  th e  O t to m an  T u rk s ,  an d  g i ve n  the  f a c t  

t h a t  A us t r a l i a  w as  a t  w a r  w i th  Ot t om an  Tu rk e y,  i t  wa s  qu i t e  

ex t r a o rd i n a r y.   

 

T h e  f e w r e po r t s  w r i t t en  b y A u s t r a l i a n  c o r r es po nd e n t s  i n  t h e  

M id d l e  E as t  an d  me n t io n ed  i n  t h i s  c ha p t e r  a re  n o t  t he  com pl e t e  

l i s t  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  bu t  m e r e l y t h e  on e s  t h a t  I  h a v e  e n co un t e r ed  

d u r i n g  m y r e s e a r c h .  I t  i s  p r ob a b l e  t h a t  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  w r i t t en  

o n  th e  m as s ac r e s  o f  A rm e n i an s  b y A u s t r a l i a n  w a r  c o r r e spo n de n t s  

a n d  p r i n t ed  i n  p a p er s  w a i t i n g  t o  be  r ed i s co ve r e d .  T h e  r epo r t s  o f  

A u s t r a l i a n  co r r es pon d en t s  com pl em e n te d  t h e  ne w s  o f  m a ss a c r es  

o f  Ar m en i a ns  th a t  w e r e  b e i n g  pu b l i she d  i n  t h e  n ew sp a p er s .  

T o ge th e r  w i th  ed i to r i a l s  an d  a r t i c l e s  o n  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  

a r e  pa r t s  o f  a  w e a l th  o f  s t i l l  u n t a pp ed  d o cu m en t a r y ev id en ce  o n  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  f rom  Au s t r a l i an  s ou r c es .  
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Chapter 5 The Armenian Genocide in the 
Australian Press 

 

 

5.1 Introduction 
 
 

T h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u gg le  b e t w e en  A rm e n i an s  a nd  t h e  Tu rk i s h  

go v e r nm en t  fo r  t he  c o r re c t  de f in i t i o n  o f  t he  ev e n t s  o f  W W I 

r e v o l v e s  a r ou nd  t he  w or d  ge n o c i de .  F o r  Ar m en i a ns ,  t h e  t o t a l  

a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n  f r om W e s t e rn  Ar m en i a  

a n d  t h e  t o t a l  d es t r uc t i on  o f  t he i r  cu l t u r a l  h e r i t a ge  i s  a  c l ea r  c as e  

o f  s t a t e  sp ons o r ed  ge n o c id e  a nd  co r r es po nd s  wi th  t h e  p r in c ip l e s  

s t a t ed  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i on s  C on v en t io n  o n  G en o c id e  (UN C G) .  

T h e  T ur k i sh  gov e rnm e n t  on  t h e  o th e r  ha n d  ob s t i n a t e l y r e f u s es  t o  

c a l l  i t  ge no c i d e . 1  

 

T h e  r oo t  o f  t h e  p r ob l em i s  t h e  wo rd  ge n o c i de ,  w h i ch  c ame  in t o  

u s e  so m e  2 1  ye a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  m as sa c r es .  T hus ,  t h e  wo rd  

w a s  n o t  u s e d  du r i ng  1 9 15 -1 92 3  to  p o r t r a y t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  

A r m eni a ns  a s  d i s cus s ed  i n  ch a p t e r  2 .  T h e  w o rd  gen o c i d e  w a s  n o t  

u s ed  a l s o  f o r  t h e  ex t e r mi na t i on  o f  J ew s  d u r in g  W W II ,  b u t  t h e  

o bs t i na t e  de n i a l  b y  su c c e ss i v e  Tu r k i s h  go v e rn me n t s  o f  any  

w r o n gdo i n g  m a ke s  t h e  us e  o f  th e  w o rd  p ro b l em at i c  fo r  t he  

A r m en i a n  c a se .   
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U n i t ed  N a t io n ’s  G en o c i d e  C on v en t io n  o f  1 94 8  d i d  no t  c r ea t e  a  

n e w  c r i m e  bu t  m e r e l y c l a s s i f i e d  a nd  n am e d  a  c r i m e  t h a t  l on g  

ex i s t e d  i n  h um an  h i s to r y.  A f t e r  t h e  A rm is t i c e ,  Tu r k i s h  c ou r t s  

c o nd e m n ed  i n  a bs en t i a ,  t h e  Yo un g  Tur k  l e ad e rs  fo r  t h e i r  c r i m es  

d u r i n g  th e  wa r  an d  a ga i ns t  t h e  A rm e n ia n s . 2  

 

P ro f  A l f r e d  d e  Za ya s  i n  h i s  M em o r an du m on  t he  A rm en i an  

G e n o c id e  w r i t e s :   

 

“ A t  t h e  t i me  o f  t h e  g e n o c i d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r me n i a n s ,  S t a t e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  w r o n gf u l  a c t s ,  s u c h  

a s  t h e  c r i me  o f  g e n o c i d e ,  a n d  e n t a i l e d  b o t h  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  

c o mp e n s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c r i m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s .  

 

T h e  p u n i s h me n t  o f  t h e  c r i me  o f  g e n o c i d e  -  w h e t h e r  c a l l e d  

e x t e r mi n a t i o n s ,  ma s s  l i q u i d a t i o n s  o r  ma s s a c r e s  -  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

o b l i ga t i o n  t o  ma ke  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  v i c t i ms ,  w e r e  

e n v i s a g e d  b y  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  A l l i e s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  a n d  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  P e a c e  T r e a t y  o f  S e v r e s  o f  1 0  A u gu s t  1 9 2 0  

b e t w e e n  t h e  A l l i e s  a n d  t h e  O t t o ma n  E mp i r e .  T h i s  T r e a t y  c o n t a i n e d  n o t  

o n l y  a  c o mmi t me n t  t o  t r y  T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  w a r  c r i me s  c o m mi t t e d  

b y  O t t o ma n  T u r ke y  a g a i n s t  A l l i e d  n a t i o n a l s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  c r i me s  

c o mmi t t e d  a g a i n s t  c i t i ze n s  o f  T u r ke y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  o r i g i n ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  A r me n i a n s ,  c r i me s  w h i c h  t o d a y  w o u l d  b e  t e r me d  

g e n o c i d e  o r  c r i me s  a g a i n s t  h u ma n i t y ” . 3 
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T h e  a im  o f  t h i s  c h ap t e r  i s  t o  c l as s i f y  t h e  r ep or t s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  u nd e r  t h e  ap p ro pr i a t e  c l aus e s  o f  t h e  U NC G to  

s e e :  

 

•  I f  t h e  r ep o r t s  p r in t e d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  o f  19 15 - 192 3

 c o r r es po nd  wi t h  t he  p r in c ip l e s  t h a t  d e f i ne  t h e  wo r d  

ge n o c id e .  

•  I f  e v e n  b e fo r e  t h e  a d op t io n  o f  U NC G,  A us t r a l i an  

j ou r na l i s t s   p r i n t ed  t he  m ai n  p r i nc ip l e s  t h a t  d e f i ne  t h e  w o rd  

gen o c id e  and  t hu s  i t  i s  co r r ec t  t o  u s e  t h e  t e rm  fo r  t h e  

ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s .  

 

C r i me s  c om m i t t e d  a ga i ns t  a n y o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  e l e m e n t s  o f  U NC G 

a r e  co ns id e r ed  an  ac t  o f  ge n o c i de .  H ow e v e r ,  o n l y f o u r  e l e m e n t s  

w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  an a l ys i s .  Th e  fo ur th  e l em en t  ( Im p os in g  

m e as u r es  i n t en de d  t o  p re v en t  b i r t h s  wi th i n  t h e  g ro up )  w as  n o t  

s e l e c t ed  b e c au s e  no t  e no u gh  r ep o r t s  w e r e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  

n e w sp ap e r s  t h a t  c an  be  c l as s i f i e d  un de r  t h i s  c l a us e .   

 

T h e  a c c ou n t s  o f  ex te r m i n a t i on  an d  t h e  m et ho ds  u s ed ,  d es c r i be d  i n  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  se c t io ns ,  w i l l  l e av e  no  d o ub t  t ha t  t h e  T ur k i sh  

go v e rnm en t ’ s  m a in  a im  w a s  t h e  qu i ck  ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  t he  

A r m en i a ns .  R e a d i ng  t h e  n ew sp a p er  a r t i c l e s  i t  do e s  no t  app e a r  t h a t  

t h e y h a d  a  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y o f  i mp os in g  m e as u r e s  t o  p r ev e n t  

b i r t h s  wi th i n  t h e  Ar m en i an  p op u l a t i on  ( f o r  ex am pl e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ) .  
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H o w ev e r  so m e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i on s  c a n  be  i n t e rp r e t e d  a s  t ho ugh  th e y 

w e r e  i n t en d ed  to  p re v e n t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  A r m en i a n  c h i l d r en  w i t h i n  

s e l e c t ed  p eo p l e  w ho s e  l i v e s  w e r e  s p a re d .  Al so  f r om  t he  ea r l y  

s t a ges ,  t h e  T ur k i sh  go v e rn m e n t  h a d  suc c e s s f u l l y  a c h i ev e d  i n  

i mp os i n g  m e as u re s  t o  s e r io us l y h a m per  b i r t h s  w i th in  t he  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  c on sc r i p t i on  o f  yo u n g  a nd  ab l e -

b o d i ed  m en  an d  th e i r  s ubs e qu e n t  e l im in a t io n ,  o n l y t h e  s i ck ,  

e l d e r l y  a n d  un de r age  b o ys  w e r e  l e f t  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  m ale  

p o pu l a t io n .     

 

A s  a  gu i d e ,  I  t oo k  th e  “E l em en t s  o f  C r i me s ”  a g r e e d  up on  i n  N e w 

Y o r k  on  3 0  J un e  2 00 0  o f  t h e  P r e p a ra to r y C o mmi ss io n  fo r  t h e  

In t e r n a t i on a l  C r i min a l  C ou r t . 4 

 

U N CG  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ge n o c id e  ( s e e  s ec t io n  2 . 2 ) :  

 

A r t i c l e  2  

 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  C o n ve n t i o n ,  ge n o c i d e  me a n s  a n y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t s  

c o mmi t t e d  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  d e s t r o y ,  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t ,  a  n a t i o n a l ,  

e t h n i c a l ,  r a c i a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p ,  a s  s u c h :  

 

( a )  K i l l i n g  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p ;  

( b )  C a u s i n g  s e r i o u s  b o d i l y  o r  me n t a l  h a r m  t o  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  

g r o u p ;  
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( c )  D e l i b e r a t e l y  i n f l i c t i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u p  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  

c a l c u l a t e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  i t s  p h ys i c a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  

p a r t ;  

( d )  I mp o s i n g  me a s u r e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  b i r t h s  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ;  

( e )  F o r c i b l y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  g r o u p  t o  a n o t h e r  g r o u p .  

 

A r t i c l e  3  

 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t s  s h a l l  b e  p u n i s h a b l e :  

 

( a )  G e n o c i d e ;  

( b )  C o n s p i r a c y  t o  c o mm i t  g e n o c i d e ;  

( c )  D i r e c t  a n d  p u b l i c  i n c i t e me n t  t o  c o mmi t  g e n o c i d e ;  

( d )  A t t e mp t  t o  c o mmi t  ge n o c i d e ;  

( e )  C o mp l i c i t y  i n  ge n o c i d e . 5 

 

T h e  a im  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i s  no t  t o  s e cu re  a  con v i c t i o n  bu t  mere l y t o  

ex a min e  h ow  co mpr e h e ns i v e l y t h e  Aus t ra l i an  p r es s  h ad  co v e r ed  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e .  F rom  o v e r  a  t h o us an d  a r t i c l e s  o n l y 4 4  

w e r e  ch os e n  fo r  ana l ys i s .  I t  w as  i mp er a t i v e  t o  b r i n g  e nou gh  

e v id e nc e  t o  j u s t i f y  t h a t  i n d e ed  A us t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  o f  ea r l y  2 0 t h  

c e n tu r y h a d  c ov e r ed  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  G en oc ide  a nd  

p a ss e d  on  to  t h e i r  r e a d e rs  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  T ur ks  we r e  i n d e ed  

d e s t ro yi n g  t he  Ar m e n i an  r a c e .   
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5.2 Killing members of the group   
 
 

T h e  f i r s t  c l au se  o f  A r t i c l e  2  o f  U NC G c o ns id e r s  ge no c i d e  a s  

k i l l i n g  m e mb e rs  o f  a  g r ou p .   

 

R e c en t  ex a mp le s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c en tu r y ge n o c i d es  ( A rm e n i an ,  

A s s yr i a n ,  G r e ek ,  J ew i s h ,  C am bo d i a n ,  R w an d an )  t e s t i f y  t h a t  

k i l l i n g  w as  b y f a r  t h e  p r i m ar y m e th od  u s ed  b y p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  s i n ce  

a l l  o f  t he  ge no c id es  o f  t he  l a s t  c e n tu ry  e n d e d  u p  wi th  imm e ns e  

p i l e s  o f  co rp s es .   

 

T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk s ’  p r e f e r re d  m eth od  wa s  a l s o  t h e  p h ys i c a l  

e l i mi na t i on  o f  A rme n i ans .  Mo s t  n e ws  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  

p r e s s  r e f e r re d  t o  t he  ph ys i c a l  d es t r uc t io n  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  

p o pu l a t i o n .  T hu s ,  t h e  f i r s t  A c t  o f  A r t i c l e  2  o f  U NC G c ove r s  mo s t  

a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s .    

 

T h e  US  Amb a ss ad or  i n  O t to m an  T ur k ey  d u r i n g  W W I,  H enr i  

M o r ge n th a u ,  i n  h i s  m em oi r s  d e lv e d  i n to  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  

T u rk s  b en t  on  ex t e rm in a t in g  A rm en ia ns .  H e  w r o t e :  

 

“ M y  p u r p o s e  i s  me r e l y  t o  e mp h a s i z e  t h i s  i n n a t e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  

M o s l e m T u r k  t o  p e o p l e  n o t  o f  h i s  o w n  r a c e  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

n o t  h u ma n  b e i n g s  w i t h  r i gh t s ,  b u t  w h i c h  ma y  b e  p i t i l e s s l y  d e s t r o ye d  

w h e n  t h e y  h a ve  c e a s e d  t o  b e  u s e f u l .  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  a  
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t o t a l  d i s r e ga r d  f o r  h u ma n  l i f e  a n d  a n  i n t e n s e  d e l i gh t  i n  i n f l i c t i n g  

p h ys i c a l  h u ma n  s u f f e r i n g” . 6 

 

H e r e  I  w i l l  d i s c us s  o n l y f e w  f o r ms  th a t  t he  Tu rk s  us e d  t o  k i l l  

A r m en i a ns .   

 

5.2.1 Slaughtering 
 
 
M a n y a r t i c l e s  c a r r y  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “b u t c he r e d ”  o r  “ s l au gh t e re d ”  

b e c a us e  A rm e n i an s  w e r e  l i t e r a l l y  b u t ch e r e d  b y d a gge r s ,  kn i v e s ,  

s w or ds ,  ax es  a nd  ba yo n e t s .   

 

I t  w a s  c omm on  p r ac t i c e  o f  T ur ks  t o  t o r t u r e ,  r ap e  an d  s l augh t e r  

A r m en i ans  i n  f ro n t  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i ve s .  I t  w a s  a l so  an  e f f ec t i v e  

m et ho d  o f  t e r r o r i z in g  th e  p op u l a t i on  to  ke e p  th em  u nd e r  t h e i r  

c o n t ro l .  In  M a y 1 9 1 5 ,  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  n e w sp ap e r s  r ep o r t ed  t h e  

s l au gh t e r  o f  A rm e n i a ns  b y T u r k i s h  t r oo ps  i n  P e r s i a :  “ T we n t y f i v e  

l e a d in g  r es id e n t s  we r e  co nv e ye d  t o  a  g r a v e ya r d  a t  Gu l p ash a n  a nd  

b u t c h ered  l i k e  an im al s  i n  t h e  p r es en ce  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s” . 7 

 

In  Fe b r u a r y,  n e ws pa p e r s  r ep o r t ed  s i mi l a r  a t r o c i t i e s  c om mi t t ed  b y 

T u rk i s h  t r oo ps  in  th e  c i t y  o f  A rd a nu sh  i n  Rus s i a n  T er r i t o r y:  

“ T u rk s  d ra gge d  in to  t h e  s t r ee t s  1 50  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  r es id e n t s  a nd  

cu t  t h e i r  t h roa t s ” . 8 M o r e  r ep o r t s  o f  A rm e n i an s  b e in g  s l a ugh t e r ed  

ap p e ar ed  in  t h e  fo l l o win g  mo n th s :  “  …  t h e  Tu rks  s i mi l a r l y  cu t  t h e  

t h ro a t s  o f  a  t h ou s an d  A rm e n i an s  on  t he  b an ks  o f  t h e  E uph r a t e s ” . 9 



 

 

 

177

Table 17  Articles that carry the words “butchered” or “slaughtered” in the title 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
AGE Turkish Horrors Fearful Butchery of Christians 12 May 1915 
AGE Armenian Massacres. Scenes of Butchery 2 June 1915 
ARG Armenian Massacres. Thousands Slaughtered 24 July 1915 
REG Armenians Butchered 24 July 1915 
BC The Slaughter of Armenians 22 Sep.1915 

MCY Turkish Atrocities-Systematic Slaughter of 
Armenians 23 Sep.1915 

AGE Slaughter of Armenians 27 Sep.1915 
REG Armenian Slaughter 27 Sep.1915 
MCY The Slaughter Resumed 14 Oct.1915 
REG Slaughter of Armenians 14 Oct.1915 
SMH The Armenians. Butchered by Turks 29 Nov.1915 
ARG Armenian Massacres. Peasantry Slaughtered 12 Jan.1916 
REG Slaughter of Armenians 13 March 1916 

ARG Slaughter of Armenians. Many thousands 
massacred 23 May 1916 

MCY Turkish Barbarities. Slaughter of Armenians 23 May 1916 
MCY Turkish Atrocities. Slaughter of Armenians 22 July 1916 
ARG Butchered Armenians. More Turkish horrors 22 June 1917 
ARG Butchered Armenians. 1,500,000 Victims 6 Jan.1919 

 
 

T h e  a r t i c l e  b y C E W  B e a n  r e po r t e d  a  s c e n e  wh e r e  10 0  Tu r k i sh  

p o l i c e  t o r e  “ t o  p i e ce s  wi t h  b a yo n e t s ”  an d  n a i l e d  “ to  t h e  g ro u nd  

u t t e r l y  ex h au s t ed ”  1 0 00  A rm e n i an s  wh o  w e r e  t i ed  t o ge t he r  f ou r  

b y f o u r . 10  

 

M a n y a r t i c l e s  do  no t  u s e  in  t h e i r  t i t l e s  “b u t c he r e d”  o r  

“ s l a u gh t e r ed ”  b u t  u s e  t he  s a m e  wo r ds  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  d esc r i b e  

h o w Tu r ks  k i l l ed  th e  Ar m en i a ns .   

 
5.2.2 Killing by fire 
 

N a z i s  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  m a k e  us e  o f  i nd us t r i a l  m e th od s  t o  

ex t e r min a t e  an d  d i sp os e  o f  t h e  b od i es  o f  h un d r eds  o f  t hou s an ds  
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o f  t he i r  v i c t i ms  i n  f u r n ac e s .  D e c a de s  b e f o re  t h em,  T u rk s  a l s o  

u s ed  f i r e  t o  d es t r o y  l a r ge  nu mb e rs  o f  A r m en i a ns  a t  a n y o n e  t i m e .  

In  t h e  S yr i a n  D e s e r t ,  t h e y u s e d  u nd e r g r o un d  c a ve s  t o  k i l l  

t ho us a nd s  o f  ex h aus t ed  d e po r t e es  b y h u r d l i n g  t h em in t o  t h e  c av es  

a n d  bu r n i n g  f r es h  b r a n c he s  o f  t r e e s  a t  t h e  op e n i n g  o f  t h e  c a v e s .  

T h us ,  c r ea t i n g  r ud im e n t a l  gas  ch a mb er s  an d  a s ph yx i a t i n g  th e  

t ho us a nd s  t r a pp ed  in s i d e  t h e  c a ve s .  T he  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n ia n s  b y 

f i r e  w as  wid e l y r e p o r t e d  i n  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  p r es s .  

 

In  S e p t emb e r  1 91 5 ,  n e ws pa p e r s  r e po r t e d  t h e  de s t ru c t io n  b y f i r e  

o f  t he  c i t y  o f  I s m i d .  Th e  v i c t ims  w er e  A r m en i a n  a nd  Gr e ek  

c i v i l i a ns .   

 

“ T h e  T u r ks ,  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  

I s mi d  5 3  mi l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  t h e  s e a t  o f  

G r e e k  a n d  A r me n i a n  a r c h b i s h o p s ,  ma s s a c r e d  a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n ” . 11 

 

F i v e  d a ys  l a t e r  a l l  o f  t he  ne w sp ap e r s  r e p o r t ed  t h e  de s t ru c t io n  o f  a  

v i l l a ge  b y f i r e ,  a  s c e n a r i o  r ep e a t e d  i n  c ou n t l e s s  v i l l a ge s  

t h ro u gho u t  A rm e n ia :  

 

“ F i ve  b a t t a l i o n s  n e x t  a r r i ve d  w i t h  ma c h i n e  g u n s ,  a n d  h a v i n g  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o r d o n  r o u n d  t h e  v i l l a ge ,  s e n t  i n  i n c e n d i a r i e s  w i t h  

t o r c h e s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  s o o n  a b l a ze … t h e  mi s e r a b l e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  

me n ,  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b u r n t  a l i v e ” . 12     
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In  J a nu a r y 1 9 1 6 ,  AR G  r ep o r t e d  o t h e r  c a s e s  wh e n  Tu r ks  ha d  u s ed  

f i r e  t o  k i l l  l a rge  num b er  o f  Arm en i ans  i n  t he i r  v i l l ages  o r  i n  

c o n c en t r a t i o n  c am ps :  

 

“ T h e  M o s l e m r a b b l e  ma d e  a  d e s c e n t  u p o n  t h e  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  

d r o ve  t h e m o u t  o f  t h e  t o w n  i n t o  l a r ge  c a mp s  w h i c h  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  p e a s a n t  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  s h o r t e s t  me a n s  

e mp l o ye d  f o r  d i s p o s i n g  o f  t h e  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c a mp s  w a s  b y  b u r n i n g .  F i r e  w a s  s e t  t o  l a r ge  w o o d e n  s h e d s  i n  

A l i j a n ,  M o g r a k o m,  K h a s k o g h  a n d  o t h e r  A r me n i a n  v i l l a g e s  a n d  t h e s e  

a b s o l u t e l y  h e l p l e s s  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  r o a s t e d  t o  d e a t h ” . 13 

 

S i n c e  t h e  m ass  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n i ans  s t a r t e d  i n  mi d  19 t h  ce n tu r y,  

t h e r e  we r e  m an y r e p o r t ed  c as e s  wh e r e  T u rk s  h ad  b u rn ed  l a r ge  

n um b er s  o f  A rm en ia n s  i n  t h e i r  p l ac e s  o f  wo rs h i p .  In  m any 

v i l l a ge s  a nd  c i t i e s ,  c hu r c he s  w e r e  t h e  o n l y s o l id  s t r u c t u r es  o f  

s t o n e  a nd  th e  p op u la t i on  u s ed  t o  t a k e  sh e l t e r  du r i n g  a  t h r ea t  o r  

m a ss a c re .  I t  w a s  n o t  j u s t  a  sh e l t e r  f r om  p h ys i c a l  d an ge r  b u t  a l s o  

a  s a c r e d  p l a c e  to  s ee k  d iv i n e  p ro t e c t ion  an d  in t e r v en t io n .  T he  

A G E r e po r t e d  i n  O c t ob e r  1 91 5 :  “C r owd s  o f  me n ,  wom e n  a n d  

c h i ld r e n  t oo k  r e fu ge  in  t h e  ch u rc h es ,  b u t  t he s e  w e r e  bu rne d  d o wn  

a n d  t h e  p oo r  r e fu ge e s  s l a u gh t e r ed  l i k e  t r ap p ed  r a t s ” . 14 

 

M a n y A u s t ra l i an s  du r in g  W W I i n  r e a d in g  th e  ab ov e  r e po r t  w ou ld  

p r ob a b l y h a v e  r em em b er e d  s im i l a r  a c co u n t s  p r i n t e d  19  ye a r s  
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e a r l i e r  du r i n g  t h e  m a ss a c re s  o f  S u l t an  Ab du l  H am i d .  O ne  su c h  

r e p o r t  a pp e a r ed  in  t h e  p ap e rs  i n  M a y 1 8 96 :  

 

“ A  f e a r f u l  h o l o c a u s t  w a s  ma d e  b y  t h e  M a h o me t a n s  o f  3 0 0 0  C h r i s t i a n s  

w h o  h a d  t a k e n  r e f u ge  i n  t h e  A r me n i a n  C a t h e d r a l  a t  O r f a h .  T h e  d o o r s  

a n d  w i n d o w s  o f  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  w e r e  c l o s e d  a n d  g u a r d e d ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

w a s  t h e n  f i r e d  a n d  w i t h  a l l  i t  c o n t a i n e d  r e d u c e d  t o  a s h e s ” . 15 

 

T h e  l a s t  r ep or t s  o f  b u rn in g  i n  c hu r c hes  ap p e ar e d  in  t h e  pa p e r s  

l a t e  1 92 2  w he n  T urk i s h  f o r c e s  o f  M us ta p h a  K em al  o v e r r un  t h e  

c i t y  o f  S m yr n a  d e s t r o yi n g  th e  Ar m en i an  an d  G r e ek  q u ar t e r s  an d  

m a ss a c r in g  th e  c i t y’ s  Ch r i s t i a n  in h ab i t a n t s :  “T h e  bo d i e s  o f  

m ut i l a t ed  m en ,  w om e n ,  an d  ch i l d r e n  a r e  l yi n g  in  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  a nd  

a l l  t h e  c hu r ch e s  a re  a b l az e ,  w i t h  t ho us a nd s  o f  r e fu ge e s  ca u gh t  

i n s i d e  t h em ” . 16 

 

In  1 9 1 9 ,  b a s ed  o n  a  r e po r t  p ub l i s h ed  by  t h e  “P et i t  Par i s i en ” ,  

n e w sp ap e r s  de s c r ibe d  t h e  m a ss  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n i an  w om en  b y 

f i r e :  “ T wo  t ho us and  wo me n  su sp e c t e d  o f  sw a l lo wi n g  t h e i r  

j e w e l l e r y w e r e  s a t u r a t ed  wi t h  p e t ro l ,  bu r n ed ,  a nd  th e  as h es  

p a s s e d  t h ro u gh  s i ev e s  t o  r e c ov e r  t h e  go l d ” . 17 

 

M a ss  b u r n i n gs  t oo k  p l a c e  a l l  a lo n g  th e  d ep o r t a t i on  ro a ds  A R G  

r e p o r t ed  i n  M a r ch  1 9 19 :  
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“ A t  J u r b a b  2 0 0 0  me n  a n d  2 0 0 0  i n v a l i d  w o me n  w e r e  r e mo ve d ;  w e  l e f t  

t h e s e  p e o p l e  a n d  s o o n  a f t e r  s a w  s mo k e .  A  b o y  o f  1 3 ,  w h o  e s c a p e d  s a i d  

t h e  C h e r k e s s  h a d  b u r n t  t h e m a l l  w i t h  k e r o s e n e …  I  ( a n o t h e r  w i t n e s s )  

s a w  s mo ke  r i s i n g  f r o m a  p l a c e  w h e r e  I  k n e w  o ve r  1 0 0 0  w o me n  a n d  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  e n c a mp e d .  T w o  c h i l d r e n  w h o  e s c a p e d  t o l d  me  t h e  r e s t  

w e r e  b e i n g  b u r n t ” . 18 

 
 
5.2.3 Shooting, Hanging, Drowning 
 

D r o wn in g  w as  a no th e r  m e t ho d  o f  m a ss  k i l l i n g .  In  m id  J u ly  1 9 1 5 ,  

n e w sp ap e r s  r ep o r t ed  t h e  m a ss  d r ow ni ng  o f  Ar m en i a n  d epo r t e e s  i n  

t h e  r i v e r  T i g r i s :  “Th e  T u rk s  i n  o ne  d i s t r i c t  ha d  sh o t  a l l  t he  m en  

a n d  t ak en  a l l  t h e  wo m en  an d  ch i l d r e n ,  9 00 0  o f  t h em,  an d  d r o wn ed  

t h em in  t he  T i g r i s ” . 19 

 

Be s id e s  fo r c e d  d r ow n in g ,  c ou n t l e s s  yo u n g  w om en  an d  g i r l s  

v o l un ta r i l y  d r o w n ed  t h ems e lv es  i n  r i ve r s  t o  av o i d  r ap e  an d  

d i s ho no u r .  O n e  o f  t h e  r ep or t s  o f  vo lu n t a r y d r o w ni n g  ap p ea r e d  in  

t h e  p ap e rs  i n  S e p t em b er  1 9 15 .  I t  s t a t ed :  “ Ma n y t h re w  t hem s e lv e s  

i n  t h e  E up hr a t e s  wi t h  t h e i r  b ab i es ” . 20  

 

A m ba ss a do r  Mo r ge n th a u  i n  h i s  m e moi r s  a l s o  d es c r i b ed  sc e n e s  

a l on g  r i v e r s  w h er e  t ho us a nd s  o f  d e po r t e es  d r o wn ed :  

 

“ T h e  mo s t  t e r r i b l e  s c e n e s  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  r i ve r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

E u p h r a t e s .  S o me t i me s ,  w h e n  c r o s s i n g  t h i s  s t r e a m,  t h e  ge n d a r me s  



 

 

 

182

w o u l d  p u s h  t h e  w o me n  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  s h o o t i n g  a l l  w h o  a t t e mp t e d  t o  

s a v e  t h e ms e l ve s  b y  s w i mmi n g .  F r e q u e n t l y  t h e  w o me n  t h e ms e l v e s  

w o u l d  s a v e  t h e i r  h o n o u r  b y  j u mp i n g  i n t o  t h e  r i ve r ,  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  

t h e i r  a r ms ” . 21 

 

In  1 9 1 6 ,  m or e  a cc ou n t s  o f  m a ss  d ro w ni n g  ap p ea r e d  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  t ha t  h a d  t a k en  p l a c e  i n  No v em b e r  1 91 5 :  

 

“ A s  t h e  o u t c o me  o f  a n  a mn e s t y  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  T u r ks ,  1 5 0 0  A r me n i a n s ,  

a t  S a s s o o n ,  f o r c e d  b y  f a mi n e  a n d  c o l d ,  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

a t  t h e  e n d  o f  N o ve mb e r ,  b u t  b y  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  M u s h ,  t h e  

me n  w e r e  ma s s a c r e d  a n d  t h e  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  d r o w n e d  i n  t h e  

E u p h r a t e s ” . 22 

 

T h e  f i r s t  r e po r t s  o f  h an g i n gs  s t a r t ed  ap p e a r in g  sh o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  

O t t om an  Emp i r e  en t e r ed  t h e  w ar .  Mi d  D e c e m b e r  19 14 ,  

n e w sp ap e r s  r ep o r t ed  ho w p er s e cu t io ns  a ga i ns t  Ar me n i a ns  a nd  

G r e e ks  h a d  s t a r t ed  a l r e ad y:  

 

“ M a n y  A r me n i a n s  a n d  G r e e ks  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s u s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  T u r k s  

o f  e s p i o n a g e  h a ve  b e e n  h a n ge d  w i t h o u t  t r i a l .  T h e i r  c o r p s e s  h a v e  b e e n  

s u s p e n d e d  f r o m l a mp p o s t s  f o r  w e e ks .  T u r k s  a s  t h e y  p a s s ,  s p i t  o n  t h e  

b o d i e s ,  a n d  c o mp e l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  d o  t h e  s a me ” . 23 

  

Fo r  Ar m en i a ns ,  p rob a b l y t h e  mo s t  no to r io us  h an ge d  v i c t im s  w e r e  

t h e  20  l e ad in g  m e mb e r s  o f  t h e  A rm en ia n  S oc i a l  D em o cr a t  p a r t y .  
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T h e i r  p ub l i c  ha n g i n g  t o ok  p l a c e  i n  J un e  1 91 5  i n  t he  Ot t om a n  

T u rk i s h  c ap i t a l ,  C on s t a n t i no p l e .  I t  w as  p a r t  o f  t he  “T u rk i s h  

m et ho d ”  o f  e l imi n a t in g  f i r s t  t h e  A rm en i an  l e ad e rs h i p .  La t e  J un e ,  

b a s ed  o n  r ep o r t s  p ub l i s h ed  i n  t h e  G e rm a n  n ew sp a p er  F ran k fu r t er  

Z e i tu ng ,  ne w sp a pe rs  r ep or t ed  h ow  T u rk s  h ad  ex e c u t ed  th e  

A r m en i a ns  fo r  p l a nn in g  to  e s t a b l i sh  an  i nd e p en de n t  Ar me n i a . 24 

T w o  mo n th s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  r e c e ip t  o f  fu r th e r  i n f o rm at i on ,  

n e w sp ap e r s  ha d  r e p r i n t ed  t he  s to r y r e v e a l i n g  m or e  d e t a i l s  a bo u t  

t h e  v i c t i ms :  “T w e n t y A r m e n i an  So c i a l  D em o c ra t s  w e r e  pu b l i c l y  

h a n ge d  in  Co ns t a n t i no p l e ” 25 (S e e  a l s o  se c t i on  2 .5 .4 ,  D e n i a l  

r e p o r t s  d u r in g  W W I) .  

 

T h e r e  a r e  a  n umb e r  o f  r e po r t s  de s c r ib in g  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm e n i an s  

b y s h oo t i n g ,  t ho u gh  t h i s  w as  n o t  a  p re f e r r e d  m e th od  b e ca u s e  i t  

w a s t e d  bu l l e t s .  La t e  19 15  n e ws p ap e rs  h a d  r e po r t e d  m a ss  s ho o t in g  

o f  Ar m en i a ns :  “ In  o n e  i n s t an c e  2 00  Ar m en i an s  w e re  t a ken  i n  

t r uc ks  t o  t h e  b an k  o f  a  r i v e r ,  w h er e  t he  m en  w e r e  sh o t  a nd  t h e  

f e m al es  w er e  h a l f  s t r i pp e d ,  t i e d  t o ge the r ,  an d  t a k en  aw a y” . 26 A  

s imi l a r  i nc id e n t  r e ca l l e d  b y A m b a ss a do r  M o r gen th a u  w as  b as e d  

o n  a  US  c on su l a r  r e p o r t :  

 

“ S h e  s h u d d e r e d  t o  r e c a l l  h o w  h u n d r e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b a y o n e t e d  b y  

t h e  T u r ks  a n d  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  E u p h r a t e s ,  a n d  h o w  me n  a n d  w o me n  

w e r e  s t r i p p e d  n a ke d ,  t i e d  t o ge t h e r  i n  h u n d r e d s ,  s h o t ,  a n d  t h e n  h u r l e d  

i n t o  t h e  r i ve r .  I n  a  l o o p  o f  t h e  r i v e r  n e a r  E r z i n g h a n ,  s h e  s a i d ,  t h e  
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t h o u s a n d s  o f  d e a d  b o d i e s  c r e a t e d  s u c h  a  b a r r a ge  t h a t  t h e  E u p h r a t e s  

c h a n g e d  i t s  c o u r s e  f o r  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s ” . 27 

 

M o r e  a c co un t s  o f  m a ss  sh oo t i n g  th a t  h a d  h ap p en e d  i n  J un e  1 91 5  

b u t  p ub l i s h ed  in  191 6 :  

 

“ T h e n  mo s t  o f  t h e  a b l e -b o d i e d  me n  w e r e  t a ke n  a w a y  f r o m t h e i r  w o ma n  

b y  d o mi c i l i a r y  v i s i t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e w  d a ys  a l l  me n  u n d e r  

a r r e s t  w e r e  s h o t  o u t s i d e  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  b u r i e d  i n  d e e p  t r e n c h e s  d u g  b y  

t h e  v i c t i ms  t h e ms e l v e s ” . 28 

 

In  M a y 1 9 1 6 ,  a dv an c in g  R us s i an  t r oop s  un c ov e r ed ,  i n  t he  c i t y  o f  

T r e b i z o nd ,  m o r e  e v i d en c e  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  t he  Ar m en ia n s  b y 

w a y o f  d ro wn in g  an d  sh oo t i n g:  “T h e  R us s i an s  a nd  G r e eks  … h av e  

f o un d  th e  b od i e s  o f  c h i l d r en  s c a t t e r e d  o n  th e  ro ad s i de s ,  ma n y 

h a v i n g  b e en  s ho t  fo r  t a r ge t  p r a c t i ce .  I t  i s  e s t im a t e d  th e  Tu r ks  

d r o wn ed  8 00  a t  T r eb i z o nd  a lo n e ” . 29 T wo  mo nt hs  l a t e r ,  n e wsp a p e r s  

ga v e  th e  ex t e n t  o f  t h e  m as s a c r e s  a t  T r eb i z o nd ,  b as ed  o n  the  

r e p o r t  o f  M.  Ba lo f ,  R ed  C ro ss  Com miss io n er  i n  A rm en i a .  H e  h ad  

r e p o r t ed  t h a t :  “ H e  v i s i t ed  4 5  v i l l a ge s  a r o un d  T re b iz on d .  O u t  o f  

8 3 43  in h ab i t an t s  t he r e  be f o re  t h e  w a r  R us s i an s  fo un d  on ly  3 6 7 .  

T h e  r e s t  h ad  b e e n  m a ss a c re d .  Ou t  o f  1 0 ,0 00  in  T r e b i z o nd  i t s e l f ,  

t h e  R us s i an s  f ou nd  9 2” . 30 

 

T h e  f e w ex amp l es  p r e s en t e d  i n  t h i s  s ec t i on  a r e  on l y a  l im i t ed  

s a mpl e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m e t ho ds  t h e  Tu r ks  u s ed  to  k i l l  t he  
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A r m en i a ns .  As  s t a t e d  t h e  ab so lu t e  m ajo r i t y  o f  a r t i c l e s  p r in t ed  i n  

t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  p re s s  f a l l  u nd e r  U NC G ’s  f i r s t  de f in i t i o n  o f  

ge n o c i d e ,  s i m p l y b e c a u se  m os t  a r t i c l e s  u s ed  t he  wo rd  “ma s s a c r e ”  

t o  d es c r i be  t h e  k i l l i n gs ,  w h i c h  m i gh t  h a v e  in c l ud e d  a n y f o r m o f  

t o r tu r e  a nd  k i l l i n g .   

 

5.3 Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the 
group 
 

T h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  w a s  ac c o mpl i s he d  b y e x t r e m e  

v io l e n c e  a nd  b ru t a l i t y .  W a r  c o r r es po nd e n t ,  H  S  Gu l l e t t ,  i n  t h e  

O f f i c i a l  H i s t o r y s t a t e d  t h a t  A rm e n i a ns  “ s u f f e r e d  de a t h  w i t h  ev e r y 

f o rm  o f  o u t r a ge ” . 31 R e fe r r i n g  t o  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  Armen i ans  

a n  ed i t o r i a l  o f  RE G s t a t ed :  “W i th in  a  b r i e f  s p ace  o f  t i me  a  

m i l l i on  C hr i s t i an s  o f  a l l  ages  an d  bo th  s ex es  w e re  m ass ac red  in  

c i r cu ms t a n c es  o f  r ev o l t i n g  b es t i a l i t y  a n d  b a rb a r i t y! ” 32 Th e  s a me  

m on th ,  ad d r es s in g  t h e  sa m e  i s s u e  t h e  e d i to r i a l  o f  AR G  s t a t e d  t h a t :  

“ T h e  h i s to r y o f  A rm e n i an s  i s  a  l on g  t r a ge d y… m a n y m i l l i o ns  o f  

i t s  i n h ab i t an t s  h av e  b e en  m as s a c r e d  in  c i r cu ms t a n c es  o f  

ex t r a o rd i n a r y c r u e l t y  b y t h e  Tu rk s ” . 33 

 

D e s c r i b in g  th e  to r tu r e s  i n f l i c t e d  on  t he  A rm e n i an  p op u l a t i on  

A m ba ss a do r  Mo r ge n t h a u  w ro t e :  

 

“ O n e  d a y  I  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i t h  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  

T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l ,  w h o  w a s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  t o r t u r e s  i n f l i c t e d …  T h i s  
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o f f i c i a l  t o l d  me  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  d e t a i l s  w e r e  ma t t e r s  o f  n i g h t l y  

d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s  C o m mi t t e e . 34 

E a c h  n e w  me t h o d  o f  i n f l i c t i n g  p a i n  w a s  h a i l e d  a s  a  s p l e n d i d  

d i s c o v e r y ,  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n t s  w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r a n s a c k i n g  t h e i r  

b r a i n s  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  d e v i s e  s o me  n e w  t o r me n t .  H e  t o l d  me  t h a t  t h e y  

e v e n  d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  In q u i s i t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

h i s t o r i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  a d o p t e d  a l l  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o u n d  

t h e r e ” . 35  

 

T h us ,  i t  i s  go in g  t o  b e  a n  imp r es s i v e  j o b  e v en  a t t em pt in g  to  

co mpi l e  t h e  l i s t  o f  m e t ho ds  t h a t  Tu rks  u s ed  to  t o r tu r e  and  k i l l  

A r m en i ans .  S in ce  i t  was  no t  po s s i b l e  t o  i n c lu d e  in t o  t h i s  ch ap t e r  

ev e r y m e th od  emp lo yed ,  I  w i l l  i n t ro duce  on l y a  l im i t ed  nu mb er  o f  

ex a m pl e s .   

 

A  nu mb e r  o f  r ep o r t s  ap p e ar e d  in  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  n ew sp a p er s  

d e s c r ib in g  d i f f e r e n t  m e t ho ds  o f  t o r t u re .  In  1 91 6 ,  A R G ,  i n  a n  

u n usu a l l y  l o n g  a r t i c l e  d es c r i b ed  h ow  A r m en i a ns  we r e  t o r t u re d  in  

t h e  c i t y  o f  Mu sh  i n  e a r l y  J u l y 1 9 1 5 :  

 

“ T h e  h e a d me n  o f  t h e  v i l l a ge s  w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  r e v o l t i n g  t o r t u r e s .  

F i r s t  t h e i r  f i n g e r n a i l s ,  t h e n  t h e i r  t o e n a i l s  w e r e  f o r c i b l y  e x t r a c t e d ,  

t h e i r  t e e t h  w e r e  kn o c k e d  o u t ,  a n d  i n  s o me  c a s e s  t h e i r  n o s e s  w e r e  

w h i t t l e d  a w a y ,  t h e  v i c t i ms  d y i n g  a f t e r  l i n g e r i n g  a g o n i e s ” . 36 
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In  N o v e mb e r  19 15 ,  A RG  r ep o r t ed  o f  t h e  f av or e d  Tu r k i s h  m et ho d  

o f  t o r tu r e -  t h e  b e a t i n g  o f  t h e  s o l e  o f  t h e  v i c t im ’ s  f e e t :  

 

“ G e n d a r me s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t w o s  a t  b o t h  s i d e s  a n d  t w o  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

r o o m a d mi n i s t e r  e a c h  i n  t u r n ,  b a s t i n a d o e s  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  h a v e  e n o u gh  

f o r c e  i n  t h e m.  A t  t h e  t i me  o f  t h e  R o ma n s ,  f o r t y  s t r o ke s  w e r e  

a d mi n i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  v e r y  mo s t ;  i n  t h i s  p l a c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  2 0 0 ,  3 0 0 ,  5 0 0 ,  

e v e n  8 0 0  s t r o k e s  a r e  a d mi n i s t e r e d .  T h e  f o o t  s w e l l s  u p ,  t h e n  b u r s t s  

o p e n ,  d u e  t o  t h e  n u me r o u s  b l o w s ” . 37 

 

T h e  c on s t an t  t o r t u re s ,  d a i l y  d e p r i v a t i on s  a nd  t h e  wi de sp re a d  

c a r n a ge  d u r in g  th e  d e po r t a t io ns  a f f e c t e d  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l th  o f  

t ho us a nd s  wh o  c ou ld  no t  t ak e  i t  an y m o r e  an d  j u s t  l o s t  t he i r  

r e a s on i n g .   

 

O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  ac co u n t s  o f  p eo p l e  l o s i n g  t he i r  m in ds  a ppe a r e d  

l a t e  1 91 5 .  I t  h ap p en e d  in  P e r s i a  w h en  t ho us a nd s  o f  Ar m en i an s  

w e r e  es c ap in g  t o w ar d s  t h e  Ru ss i a n  bo rd e r  f r om  th e  ra mp age  o f  

a d v an c i n g  Tu rk i s h  t r oo ps .  Th e  A GE  r ep o r t ed :  “ On e  wom an ,  

u n ab l e  t o  w a l k  f u r th e r ,  f e l l  o n  t h e  s now  a nd  ga ve  b i r t h  t o  a  ch i ld .  

A  f e w ya r d s  aw a y,  a n o t h e r ,  m ad e  in s an e  b y s u f f e r in g ,  l e ap e d  ov e r  

a  c l i f f …s u ch  s c en es  w er e  r e p e a t ed  a l l  a l on g  t h e  r ou t e ” . 38 

 

In  J u l y t h e re  w er e  m o re  a c co un t s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  an d  ho w  the y 

a f f e c t e d  t h e  m en t a l  h e a l t h  o f  m a n y A r m e n i an s :  
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“ A  w e a l t h y  r e s i d e n t  w h o  s a w  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t h r e e  d a u gh t e r s  t a k e n  a w a y  

b e c a me  a  r a v i n g  l u n a t i c … T o d a y  I  c o u n t e d  2 1  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  

h o s p i t a l  l y i n g  o n  t h e  f l o o r  f r o m s h e e r  e x h a u s t i o n .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  mo r i b u n d ,  a n d  h a l f  t h e  r e ma i n d e r  l o o ke d  l i k e l y  t o  d i e .  

T w o  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  f o r c i b l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m t h e i r  mo t h e r ,  a n d  o n e ,  

w h i c h  w a s  l e f t  t o  d i e  o n  t h e  d a mp  g r o u n d ,  d i e d .  T h e  mo t h e r  s t r a y e d  

o n  t h e  r a i l w a y ,  a n d  w a s  k n o c ke d  d o w n ,  a n d  h e r  l e g  p a r t i a l l y  

a mp u t a t e d  b y  a  t r a i n .  S h e  i s  n o w  d e me n te d .  T h e  s u f f e r i n gs  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  a r e  t o o  h o r r i b l e  a n d  a w f u l  t o  d e s c r i b e ” . 39 

 

E a r l y  1 9 1 6  AR G  r ep o r t ed  ho w,  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Mu sh  a f t e r  t h e  a r r e s t  

a n d  k i l l i n g  o f  A rme n i an  m en ,  ma n y w o m en  lo s t  t h e i r  m ind s  w h i l e  

b e in g  bu r n t  a l i v e :  “ M a n y w e n t  m ad  an d  th r e w a w a y t h e i r  

c h i ld r e n ,  s om e  kn e l t  d o wn  a nd  p r a ye d  a mi d  th e  f l am es  w h i c h  

w e r e  b u rn i n g  t h e i r  b o d i es ” . 40 

 

In  A u gu s t  19 16  a  Ge r m an  e ye w i t n es s  ac c o un t  o f  p e op le  l o s in g  

t h e i r  min ds  f r om  su f f e r i n g .  Th e  r e po r t  d e sc r ib ed  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

r e f u ge e s  wh o  h ad  re a c h e d  t h e  S yr i a n  c i t y  o f  Al e pp o :  

 

“ F i f t y  “ s ke l e t o n s ”  a r e  n o w  l y i n g  i n  t h e  c o u r t ya r d  n e a r  t h e  s c h o o l .  

T h e y  a r e  a l i ve ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  ma d  a n d  n o  l o n g e r  k n o w  h o w  t o  e a t .  I f  

g i v e n  b r e a d  t h e y  p u s h  i t  a w a y  g r o a n i n g  a n d  a w a i t i n g  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  

o f  d e a t h ” . 41 
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5.3.1 Violence against Armenian Women in Ottoman Turkey 
 

W i t h  h a r ems  an d  po l yga m y b e i n g  c us to m ar y w a y o f  l i f e ,  m a l e s  

d om in a t e d  t h e  Ot tom a n  Tu r k i s h  so c i e ty .  A r m e n i an  wom en ,  a s  

m em b e rs  o f  a  mi nor i t y  C h r i s t i a n  g r oup ,  s t oo d  a t  a  mu ch  l o we r  

s o c i a l  l ev e l  t h an  t he i r  T ur k i sh  c ou n t e rp a r t s .  As  a  co nq u e re d  

C h r i s t i an  n a t io n ,  Ar m en i an s  w e re  a t  a  l o we r  l ev e l  t h an  T ur k s .  

A b du c t io ns ,  k id n app in gs ,  r ap e  an d  s exu a l  v io l en c e  a ga i ns t  

C h r i s t i an  w om e n  (A r m en i a n ,  Ass yr i a n ,  a nd  Gr e e k )  w as  a  c om m on  

o c c u r r e n c e  i n  t h e  Ot t om a n  Em pi r e  fo r  c e n t u r i es .  I t  w a s  c om mo n  

p r a c t i ce  i n  ma n y p a r t s  o f  T u rk i sh  Ar me n i a  t o  m aim  b a b y g i r l s  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e m f ro m b e in g  k id n ap p ed  i n  t h e  f u t u re  wh e n  t he y g r e w  

u p .  An  ed i to r i a l  o f  S M H  d es c r i b i n g  th e  v i o l en c e  u nd e r  w h i c h  

A r m en i a ns  l i v ed  i n  t h e  O t to m an  E mpi re  s t a t e d :  “ Ev e n  b e fo r e  t h e  

w a r  t h e y s u f f e r ed  gr i ev ou s l y a t  T u rk s  h a nd s .  P ro s c r ip t i o ns ,  

b a t t u e s ,  an d  a bd uc t i on s  on  a  l a r ge  s c a l e  w e r e  a l mo s t  no rma l  

i n c id e n t s  o f  t h e i r  ex i s t e n c e ” . 42 

 

S t a r t i n g  l a t e  19 t h  ce n tu r y w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  m as s  d es t ru c t io n  o f  

t h e  A rm en i ans  un de r  S u l t a n  A bd u l  H am id  I I ,  a b d uc t i ons ,  r a p es  

a n d  a c t s  o f  s ex ua l  v i o l e n c e  a ga i n s t  A rm e n i an  wom e n  a nd  g i r l s  

i n c r e a s ed  d r am at i ca l l y .  I t  r e a c he d  i t s  a p o ge e  i n  1 91 5  w he n  t h e  

e n t i r e  A rm en i an  p op u l a t i o n  w as  fo r c i b l y d e p o r t ed .  Vi o l enc e  

a ga i ns t  A rm en i an  w o me n  du r in g  an d  a f t e r  W W I w a s  n o t  i so l a t ed  

i n c id e n t s  o r  t h e  r esu l t  o f  a  f e w  o v erz ea l ou s  o r  c r az e d  o f f i c i a l s .  

T h e r e  w as  a  d i s t i n gu i s h ab l e  p a t t e r n  o f  v io l e n c e  r es e r ve d  on l y f o r  
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w o me n  a nd  yo u n g  g i r l s  an d  t h e i r  a gon i es  l a s t e d  mu c h  l on ge r  t h an  

t h e  a du l t  m a l e  A rme n i an  p op u l a t i on .   

 

U S  Am b as sa do r  Hen r i  Mo r ge n t ha u ,  d i s c us s in g  th e  f a t e  o f  

A r m en i a n  w om en  wr o te  i n  h i s  m em oi r s :  

 

“ T h e  mo s t  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  A r me n i a n  g i r l s  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n ,  

c o n ve r t e d  f o r c i b l y  t o  M u h a mme d a n i s m a n d  ma d e  t h e  w i ve s  o r  

c o n c u b i n e s  o f  d e v o u t  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t .  T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  

t h e n  a u t o ma t i c a l l y  b e c o me  M o s l e ms  a n d  s o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  e mp i r e  a s  

t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s  h a d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  i t  f o r me r l y .  T h e s e  A r me n i a n  g i r l s  

r e p r e s e n t  a  h i gh  t y p e  o f  w o ma n h o o d  a n d  t h e  Y o u n g  T u r ks ,  i n  t h e i r  

c r u d e ,  i n t u i t i ve  w a y ,  r e c o g n i ze d  t h a t  t h e  mi n g l i n g  o f  t h e i r  b l o o d  w i t h  

t h e  T u r k i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  w o u l d  e x e r t  a  e u g e n i c  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e  

w h o l e ” . 43 

 
5.3.2 Rape as a war crime 
 
 

In  1 9 9 0 ’s ,  du r i n g  th e  co n f l i c t  i n  fo r me r  Yu go s l a v i a ,  m ass  r ap e  o f  

w o me n  m ad e  th e  h ea d l in e s  a nd  d r e w pe o p l e ’ s  a t t e n t i on  t o  t h e  f a t e  

o f  wom e n  in  c on f l i c t s . 44 R ap e  c a mp s  i n  Bo s n i a  d r ew  w o r l dw i de  

c o nd e mn at io n  an d  f i n a l l y  t h e  i n t e r n a t io n a l  com mu ni t y t oo k  

c o n c re t e  s t ep s  t o  c l a s s i f y  r a p e ,  d u r i n g  c o n f l i c t s ,  i n  a  sp e c i a l  

c a t e go r y a n d  as  a  c r i m e  a ga i ns t  hum a n i t y.  

 

In  S e p t emb e r  1 99 8 ,  IC T R  ( In t e rn a t io na l  C r im in a l  T r i bu na l  f o r  

R w an d a )  fo un d  J e an -P a u l  A k a ye s u , 45 gu i l t y  o f  ge n o c i d e ,  c r i me s  
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aga i ns t  hu man i t y an d  w a r  c r i m es .  Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  r ap e  w a s  

c l as s i f i e d  as  an  a c t  o f  ge n o c id e  an d  t he  p e rp e t r a t o r  o f  s ex u a l  

v io l e n c e  f ou nd  gu i l t y  a n d  p un i sh e d .  In  Fe b ru a r y 2 0 01  th e  

In t e r n a t i on a l  C r i min a l  T r ib un a l  fo r  t he  f o rm er  Yu go s l av i a  f ou nd  

t h re e  S e rb s  gu i l t y  o f  r ap e ,  t o r tu r e  a nd  e ns l a v em e n t ,  c a t e go r i z i n g  

r a p e  a nd  en s l av e m en t  a s  c r i m e s  a ga i n s t  h um an i t y.  

 

O n e  o f  t h e  r e a so ns  t h e  r ap e  c amp s  o f  Bo s n i a  c a u gh t  p eo p l e ’ s  

a t t e n t i on  w as  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  i t  h ap pen ed  du r i n g  a  l im i t ed  w a r  i n  

E u ro p e  in  l a t e  20 t h  c e n t u r y,  w h i l e  m u ch  wo rs e  a t ro c i t i e s  o n  a  

m a ss i v e  s ca l e  co m m i t t e d  b y T u r ks  a ga i ns t  Ar m en i a n  w om e n  w e re  

l on g  f o r go t t en ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  i t  h ap pe n e d  du r i n g  t h e  c a rn a ge  o f  

W W I i n  r em ot e  a r ea s  o f  t h e  Ot t om an  E mp i r e .   

 

R a pe  d u r i n g  w a r t im e  in vo lv e s  so l d i e r s  o f  a  c ou n t r y i n du l g i n g  

t h ems e lv es  i n  sex ua l  v i o l e n ce  a ga ins t  w o me n  o f  th e  e n emy 

c o un t r y o r  e n em y g r o up .  Ex a mpl e s  a r e  t h e  com f or t  w om en  i n  

K o r e a ,  Ph i l i pp in es  a n d  o t h e r  As i a n  c ou n t r i e s  du r i n g  W W I I;  

J a p an e se  a t ro c i t i e s  a ga i ns t  t h e  Ch i n es e  i n  Na nk in g ;  So v i e t  

s o l d i e r s ’  m ass  r ap e  o f  G e rm an  wom e n  a f t e r  t h e  d e fe a t  o f  N a z i  

G e r m an y;  a nd  co n f l i c t s  i n  m a n y c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a .  In  t h e  c as e  

o f  R w an d an  gen o c id e  an d  th e  r a p e  c am ps  i n  Bos n i a ,  i t  ha p p en e d  

m ai n l y t h ro u gh  impl os i o n ,  p i t t i n g  t h e  d om in a t in g  g r ou p  aga i n s t  

t h e  w e ak e r  on e .  
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V i o l en c e  o f  s ex ua l  n a tu r e  a ga in s t  A rme n i an  w om en  an d  g i r l s  

i n c lu d ed  b o t h  as p ec t s  o f  t h e  ab ov e -m en t i on ed  c as es  i n  a dd i t i on  t o  

o th e r  f o rms  o f  v i o l e n c e :   

 

•  R a pe  an d  s ex u a l  v io l en c e  a ga i ns t  A r me n i an  w om en  o u t s id e

 t h e  bo rde r s  o f  t h e  O t t om an  Emp i re  com mi t t ed  b y O t t om an

 T u rk i s h  so l d i e r s .  

•  R a pe  an d  s ex u a l  v io l en c e  a ga i ns t  A r me n i an  w om en  a t  t h e  

 h a nd s  o f  Tu r k i s h  so ld i e r s ,  ge nd a rm es ,  go v e rn me n t  o f f i c i a l s ,

 w i t h  t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i on  o f  T u rk i sh  an d  no n -T u rk i sh

 M os l em po pu l a t i on ,  i n s id e  t h e  b o rd e r s  o f  t h e  O t to man

 E mp i r e  s a n c t i on e d  b y t h e  O t to m an  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t .  

•  A b du c t io n ,  fo r c ed  m a r r i a ge s  a nd  s l a ve r y o f  yo u n g  g i r l s  a n d

 w o me n .  

 

In s t a n c e s  o f  r ap e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c as e  i nvo l v e d  v io l en c e  a ga i n s t  

A r m en i an  c i t i z en s  o f  P e r s i a  an d  R us s i a .  T h es e  r epo r t s  app ea red  

i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  i n t e rmi t t en t l y  b e tw e e n  J a n ua r y a n d  

O c to b e r  19 15 .  W hi l e  a t t a ck i n g  P e rs i a  i n  e a r l y  1 9 1 5 ,  T u rk i s h  

t r oo ps  a id e d  b y K u rd i s h  i r r egu l a r s  com mi t t ed  m an y a t roc i t i e s  

a ga i ns t  A rm en i an  an d  o t h e r  C h r i s t i an s  ( ma in l y A s s yr i a n s )  o f  t h a t  

r e g i on .  In  M a y 1 9 15 ,  n e ws pa p e rs  r e por t ed  a t ro c i t i e s  a ga in s t  t he  

p o pu l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  “con t in u a l  mu rd ers ,  ou t rages  an d  

a b du c t i o ns ” . 46 
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T h e  s t o r y o f  a t r o c i t i e s  b y a d v a n c i n g  Tu r k i sh  t ro op s  i n  P er s i a  w as  

a ga i n  t ak e n  b y t h e  A G E  d es c r i b in g  th e  e s c ap e  o f  A rm e n i an s  f r om 

t h e  c i t y  o f  Sa lm as :   

 

“ H u n d r e d s  o f  o l d  p e o p l e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  r e ma i n e d  b e h i n d  i n  t h e  i l l -

o me n e d  “ V a l l e y  o f  B l o o d ”  …  A  s i c k  w o ma n  w a s  t e l l i n g  h o w  h e r  

h u s b a n d  a n d  c h i l d r e n  h a d  b e e n  b u t c h e r e d  b e f o r e  h e r  e y e s .  S h e  b e g g e d  

t o  b e  k i l l e d  t o o ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  s h e  w a s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t r e a t me n t  w o r s e  t h a n  

d e a t h … ” 47 

 

T h e  s i t u a t i on  w as  no t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  E a s t e r n  A r me n i a  u nd e r  R us s i an  

ru l e .  A dv a n c in g  Turk i s h  t r oo ps  com mi t t ed  s im i l a r  a t ro c i t i e s  

a ga i ns t  w om en  in  th a t  r e g io n :  “ At  a  ne i gh bo u r in g  v i l l a ge ,  

T a mv ot ,  25 0  A rm en i an s  w e re  m a ss a c re d  an d  th e i r  w om en  f o l k  

w e re  ca r r i e d  i n t o  ca p t i v i t y” . 48 

 

T h r e e  m on th s  l a t e r  m o re  d e t a i l s  ha d  r ea c h e d  t h e  ou t s i d e  w o r l d  

ab ou t  a t ro c i t i e s  com mi t t ed  b y T u rk i sh  t ro op s  an d  K urd i sh  

i r r e gu l a r s  i n  t h e  Ala s h ge r d  r e g io n  i n s id e  R uss i an  b o r d e r :   

 

“ T h e  w h o l e  p l a i n  o f  A l a s h g e r d  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o r p s e s  

o f  me n ,  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  f r o ze n  i n  c o n ge a l e d  p o o l s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  

b l o o d … a f t e r  h a v i n g  ma d e  u s  w o me n  a n d  g i r l s  g o  t h r o u g h  u n t o l d  

a g o n i e s  t h e y  s t r i p p e d  u s  o f  a l l  o u r  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  ma d e  u s  s t a n d  a r o u n d  

t h e  w a l l s .  T h e  K u r d s  c a me  u p  t o  u s ,  a n d  s e l e c t e d  a s  ma n y  w o me n  a s  
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t h e y  w a n t e d ,  p l a c e d  t h e m o n ,  a n d  t o o k  t h e m a w a y… t h o s e  w h o  r e s i s t e d  

w e r e  b e a t e n  me r c i l e s s l y ” . 49 

 

R e po r t s  o f  Tu rk i s h  a t ro c i t i e s  i n  P e r s i an  an d  Ru ss i a n  t e r r i t o r i e s  

w e r e  l i m i t e d  i n  num b er s  b e c au se  i t  h ap p en e d  in  a  m u ch  sh o r t e r  

p e r i od ,  w h i l e  v i o l en c e  a ga i ns t  A rm en ia n  wom e n  in s id e  Ot tom a n  

t e r r i t o r y l a s t e d  f o r  t h e  wh o l e  d u r a t i o n  o f  W W I a n d  b e yo n d .  

 
 
Table 18  Titles of articles describing the fate of women 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
ARG Horrors of Armenia - Fearful Treatment of Women 29 April 1915 
REG Horrors of Armenia - Fearful Treatment of Women 1 May 1915 
ARG Armenian Massacres - Women and Children Shot 24 July 1915 
BC Turkish Atrocities - 9000 Women and Children Shot 24 July 1915 

SMH Reign of Terror in Armenia-9000 Women and 
Children Shot 18 Sep.1915 

AGE Armenian Girls Sold as Slaves 25 Sep.1915 

ARG Atrocities in Armenia-Awful Tale of Cruelty-Fate of 
Women 28 Sep.1915 

ARG Armenian Atrocities - Women Driven Like Cattle 26 Nov.1915 
BC Turkish Massacres - Women and Children Burnt Alive 29 Nov.1915 

ARG The Market of Women - The Women of Zilch 2 Dec.1915 
ARG Armenian Massacres - Women and Children Burned 22 Jan.1916 
MCY Massacre of Armenians - Women and Girls Sold 12 Feb.1916 

ARG More Armenian Atrocities - Women Sold Openly in 
Turkey 12 Feb.1916 

ARG Massacre of Armenians - Women Bound to Railway 
Line 6 April 1918 

 
 
G r e e k  w om en  s u f f e r e d  th e  s am e  f a t e  a s  Ar m en i a n  w om en .  In  

A u gu s t  19 15 ,  n e wsp a p e r s  r e po r t e d  s im i l a r  v io l en c e  a ga in s t  G r e e k  

w o me n:  

 

“ S e ve r a l  G r e e k s  i n  M a r s o va n  w e r e  c o mp e l l e d  t o  d i g  a  t r e n c h  a s  a  

g r a ve  b e f o r e  b e i n g  s h o t .  G r e e k  w o me n  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i ve s  o f  
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e mb r a c i n g  I s l a m o r  d e a t h .  T h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  c h a n ge  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  T h e i r  

l i ve s  w e r e  s p a r e d ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  l e f t  t o  t h e  me r c y  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  

b e i n g  c o mp e l l e d  t o  a c c o mp a n y  t h e  t r o o p s  o n  a  l o n g  ma r c h .  S o me  

b e c a me  e x h a u s t e d  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  t h e i r  b a b i e s .  T h e  G e r ma n  o r p h a n a g e  

s e n t  a n  a mb u l a n c e  t o  r e s c u e  t h e  s u r v i vo r s  l y i n g  b y  t h e  r o a d s i d e s ” . 50 

 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  e ye w i t n es s  r ep o r t s ,  i n  m a n y c a s e s  t h e  T ur ks  r a p ed  

A r m en i a n  g i r l s  a nd  w om en  s o  m an y t im e s  co n t in ua l l y  t h a t  t he y 

l o s t  t h e i r  min d  a nd  w on d er e d  a r ou nd  m a d  o r  s u f fe r in g  f ro m 

m e n t a l  d i so r d er s .  D r  M a r t i n  N i ep a ge ,  a  G er m a n  t e ac h e r  a n d  

e ye w i t n es s ,  d e s c r ibe d  t h e  f a t e  o f  on e  su c h  yo u n g  g i r l :  

 

“ E u r o p e a n s  h a d  f o u n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u y  t h e  p o o r  c r e a t u r e s  

( A r me n i a n  g i r l s )  f o r  a  f e w  ma r k s  f r o m t h e  l a s t  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r  w h o  

h a d  v i o l a t e d  t h e m.  A l l  t h e s e  g i r l s  s h o w e d  s y mp t o ms  o f  me n t a l  

d e r a n g e me n t ;  ma n y  o f  t h e m h a d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  T u r ks  c u t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  

t h r o a t s … .  A  g i r l  a b o u t  f o u r t e e n  ye a r s  o l d  w a s  g i v e n  s h e l t e r  b y  H e r r  

K r a u s e ,  D e p o t  M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  B a gd a d  R a i l w a y  a t  A l e p p o .  T h e  g i r l  

h a d  b e e n  s o  ma n y  t i me s  r a v i s h e d  b y  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r s  i n  o n e  n i g h t  t h a t  

s h e  h a d  c o mp l e t e l y  l o s t  h e r  r e a s o n ” . 51 

 

Ba s e d  on  a  r e po r t  p r e p a r ed  b y t h e  Am er i c an  C ommi t t e e  on  

A r m en i an  At ro c i t i e s  AR G  pu b l i sh e d  mo r e  r e po r t s  o f  v i o l en c e  

a ga i ns t  w om en :  
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“ T h e s e  p o o r  ( A r me n i a n )  e x i l e s  w e r e  mo s t l y  w o me n ,  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  o l d  

me n ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  c l u b b e d  a n d  b e a t e n  a n d  l a s h e d  a l o n g  a s  t h o u g h  

t h e y  h a d  b e e n  w i l d  a n i ma l s ,  a n d  t h e i r  w o me n  a n d  g i r l s  w e r e  d a i l y  

o u t r a ge d  b o t h  b y  t h e i r  g u a r d s  a n d  t h e  r u f f i a n s  o f  e v e r y  v i l l a ge  

t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e y  p a s s e d … .  t h e  b a n d s me n  w e r e  d o i n g  a l l  s o r t s  o f  

a w f u l  d e e d s  t o  t h e  w o me n  a n d  g i r l s  t h a t  w e r e  w i t h  u s ,  w h o s e  c r i e s  

w e n t  u p  t o  h e a v e n ” . 52 

 

In  O c t o b er  1 91 5 ,  AR G  r ep or t e d  mo r e  v i o l en c e  a ga i ns t  wom e n  i n  

m a n y r e g i o n s  o f  Tur k i s h  A rm en ia :  

 

“ W o me n  v i o l a t e d  b y  s o l d i e r s  a t  e ve r y  s t a t i o n … G i r l s  a n d  y o u n g  w o me n  

w e r e  t a ke n  f o r  T u r k i s h  h a r e ms … i n  H a r p u t ,  A r me n i a n  w o me n  w e r e  t o r n  

f r o m t h e  s c h o o l ,  v i o l a t e d  a n d  b u t c h e r e d  b y  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a n d  t h e  mo b .  

A t  M a r s i va n  t h e  mo b  s t o r me d  a  s c h o o l ,  s t r u c k  t h e  mi s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  

d e p o r t e d  4 8  g i r l s … .  i n  t h e  K a r a  H i s s a r  s c h o o l  A r me n i a n  g i r l s  w e r e  

d e p o r t e d  a n d  o u t r a g e d ” . 53 

 

 
5.3.3 Forced conversions and slavery in harems 
 
 

I f  s l av e r y w a s  a bo l i sh e d  i n  p r i nc i p l e  i n  W es t e r n  c ou n t r i e s  i n  19 t h  

c e n tu r y,  t h e  T ur k i sh  go ve r nm en t  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i on ed  t he  s l av e  

t r ad e  d u r in g  W W I i n  Ot t om an  Tu rk e y a n d  i t  w a s  pa r t  o f  t h e  

“ Tu rk i s h  me th od”  t o  d es t r o y t h e  Ar me n i ans .  A rm e n i an  s l a v es ,  i n  

T u rk i s h  h an ds ,  w ere  yo u n g  w om en ,  g i r l s  an d  c h i l d r en .  Th e r e  w e r e  

n o  r e po r t s  o f  ad u l t  m a l e  s l a v es .   
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In  1 9 1 5 ,  an  ed i to r i a l  o f  R EG  a f t e r  de sc r ib in g  Tu r k i s h  a t ro c i t i e s  

h a d  in c l ud e d  in  t h e  “ po l i c y o f  ex t e rm in a t io n ”  o f  t h e  Tu r k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  a l so  t he  s l av e r y o f  A rm en i a n  wo m en:  “H u nd re d s  o f  

t ho us a nd s  ha v e  r e ce n t l y  b e e n  s av a ge ly  k i l l e d  a nd  m an y t h o us an ds  

o f  yo u n g  w om e n  a nd  ch i ld r e n  h av e  b e en  s e n t  i n to  s l a v er y” . 54  

 

N o t  on l y d i d  t h e  Tu r ks  an d  Ku r ds  a bdu c t  A rm en i an  w ome n  an d  

c h i ld r e n  fo r  t he i r  ow n  p l e a su r e  a nd  u se ,  b u t  t h e y a l so  s o ld  

t ho us a nd s  on  t h e  m a r k e t s  a s  s l av e s .  Th us  ev e n  i n  c i t i e s  an d  t o w ns  

s i t u a t ed  f a r  a w a y f r o m t h e  s ce n e  o f  d ep o r t a t i o ns  a nd  m ass a c r es ,  

T u rk s  l i v in g  i n  t h es e  r eg i on s  h ad  a  chan ce  t o  acq u i r e  A rm e n i an  

w o me n  a nd  ch i ld r en  an d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n .  In  

S e p t emb e r  1 91 5 ,  n ew s p ap e rs  r e po r t e d  a n  e ye w i t n es s  a c cou n t  b y a  

S wi s s  n a t i on a l  wh o  d es c r i b ed  th e  d a i ly  l i f e  i n  t h e  Ot toma n  

T u rk i s h  c ap i t a l  Con s t a n t i no p l e :  “T h e  p o l i c e  o p en l y s e l l  t o  t h e  

T u rk s  A rm e n i an  o rp h an s  o f  bo t h  s ex es  as  s l a v es ,  a t  p r i ce s  r an g in g  

f r om  6 /8  t o  9 /6 ,  w e l l  co nd i t i on e d  g i r l s  a r e  r a th e r  d e a r e r ” . 55 

 

In  1 9 1 6 ,  m or e  r ep or t s  o f  Ar m en i a ns  be i n g  s o ld  i n  t h e  m ar k e t s  o f  

C on s t an t in op l e ,  h un d r ed s  o f  k i l om et e r s  a wa y f r o m th e  t ow n s  a nd  

v i l l a ge s  o f  Tu r k i s h  A rm e n i a  w h er e  t h es e  wom e n  a nd  g i r l s  w e r e  

a b du c t e d :   “ Th e  yo u n ge r  w om e n  a nd  g i r l s  a r e  so l d  i n  t h e  o p en  

m a rk e t  a t  C ons t an t in o p l e ” . 56 
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C EW  Be a n’ s  r e po r t  f r om G al l i p o l i  o n  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns  h a d  a  p a r a g r a p h  d es c r i b in g  t h e  sa l e  o f  A rm en i an  g i r l s  

o n  T ur k i sh  m a rk e t s :  

 

“ T w o  d a ys  a f t e r  t h i s ,  f o r  a  w h o l e  d a y  a n d  a  h a l f  s o me  t w e n t y  

c a r r i a ge s  w e r e  k e p t  b u s y  c o n v e y i n g  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  

r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n .  T h e y  w e r e  p l a c e d  l i ke  s o  ma n y  c a t t l e  i n  a n  e n c l o s u r e  

w i t h  g u a r d s  a l l  r o u n d … a n  o f f i c e r  ma d e  a  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

t h e s e  w o me n  a n d  g i r l s  w e r e  n o w  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y… w h i l e  t h e s e  w e r e  

t o r n  f r o m t h e i r  mo t h e r s  a  c o mp a n y  o f  g e n d a r me s  w h o  w e r e  i n  

a mb u s c a d e ,  c a me  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h i d i n g  p l a c e  a n d  b a y o n e t e d  t h e i r  

mo t h e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  o n e s … d a y  a f t e r  d a y  t h e  u n h a p p y  

g i r l s  w e r e  t h e r e  l i ke  s o  ma n y  s h e e p  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  ma r k e t ” . 57 

 

T h e  a bd u c t i on  an d  f o r c ed  m a r r i a ge s  o f  yo u n g  A rm e n i an  g i r l s  a nd  

w o me n  w as  an  i n t eg r a l  p a r t  o f  t he  ge no c id a l  p l an  to  d e s t ro y t h e  

A r m en i a n  n a t i on .   

 

T h e  A us t r a l i an  n e ws p ap e rs  o f  2 8  S e p t em b er  1 9 15  b ro u gh t  t o  t h e  

r e a d e r  th e  “ Tu r k i s h  m eth od ”  o f  d e a l ing  w i t h  A rm e n i an  wo m en  

a n d  g i r l s  b y f o r c i b ly  t a k in g  th em  as  w iv e s :  

 

“ T h e  T u r ks  i n  t h e  K h a r p e r t  P r o v i n c e  s o l d  i n  t h e  ma r k e t  t h e  r e ma i n d e r  

( A r me n i a n  w o me n ) .  T h e  h i gh e s t  f u n c t i o n a r y  t o  t h e  s i mp l e s t  p e a s a n t  

b o u g h t  w i ve s ,  f o r c i b l y  c o n ve r t i n g  t h e m t o  I s l a mi s m… T h e r e  w e r e  

s i m i l a r  s c e n e s  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  p r o v i n c e … t h e y  k i l l e d  t h e  f e w  
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r e ma i n i n g  yo u t h ,  a b d u c t e d  t h e  w o me n  a n d  g i r l s ,  a n d  w h i p p e d  o l d  

w o me n  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d s  u n t i l  t h e y  d r o p p e d  f r o m e x h a u s t i o n ,  a n d  d i e d  

f r o m h u n ge r ” . 58  

 

A  w e ek  e a r l i e r ,  n ew s p ap e rs  h a d  r ep o r t e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  A rm e n i an  

w o me n  b e i n g  f o r c ed  t o  ma r r y T u r ks :  “Y o un ge r  wom e n  s e i z ed  fo r  

t h e  Tu r k i s h  h a r e ms ,  an d  c om pe l l ed  wi t h  t h e i r  c h i ld r en  t o  b e co me  

M oh a mm ed a ns ,  a nd  b e  k ep t  i n  s l av e r y” . 59 

 

In  1 9 1 8 ,  an o t he r  e ye w i t n es s  a c co un t  f ro m a n  Am e r i c an  s ou r c e  o f  

A r m en i a ns  ab du c t ed  o r  s o l d  fo r  th e  Tu r k i sh  h a r ems :  “ Gi r l s  an d  

yo u n g  w o me n  w e r e  sn a t c h ed  a wa y a t  ev e r y t u rn  o n  th e  j ou r n e y.  

T h e  g i r l s  so ld  a t  Ma r s ov a n  fo r  f r om  tw o  t o  fo u r  do l l a r s  e a c h … I 

k n ow  b e c au s e  I  w a s  ab l e  t o  r an so m t h r e e  g i r l s  a t  t h e  p r i ce  o f  

£ 1 ” . 60 

 

In  l a t e  S ep t e mb e r ,  A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  m en t io n ed  t he  fo r c e d  

c o nv e r s io n  a nd  ab du c t io n  o f  w om en  fo r  t h e  s am e  pu r po s e :  

“ W o m e n  a r e  s e i z ed  f o r  t h e  Tu r k i s h  h a r e m s  an d  a r e  c om pe l l e d  t o  

b e c om e Mo s l em s ” . 61  

 

T h e  p r i c e  f o r  co nv er s io n  w as  t h a t  i nd iv id u a l s  an d  so me t im e s  

f a m i l i e s  w ho  w er e  f o r c ed  t o  a c c ep t  t he  Is l a m i c  fa t e  w e re  

r e n ou n c in g  no t  on ly  t h e i r  r e l i g i on  b u t  a l s o  a n y l i nk  t h e y h a d  wi th  

t h e i r  A rm en i an  r oo t s ,  i nc lu d in g  l an gua ge  a n d  c u l t u r e .  O nc e  

c o nv e r t e d  a n y c h i ld  bo rn  i n  t h e  f am i ly  w o u l d  au to ma t i c a l l y  
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b e c om e Mu s l i m  a l t h o u gh  t h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  Ar m en i a ns .  In  O c t ob e r  

1 9 15 ,  an o t h e r  r ep or t  o f  f o r ce d  c on v e rs i on  o f  A rm e n i a ns  ap p e a re d  

i n  t h e  p ap e rs :  “ Th e  A rm e n i an s  o f  t h e  r e g i o ns  o f  E rz e r um ,  B i t l i s  

a n d  E rz in ga n  h a v e  u n de r  t o r tu r e  b e en  c o nv e r t e d  t o  Is l am” . 62 

 

A t  a  m e e t in g  i n  M el bo u rn e  o r ga n iz ed  b y t h e  M el bo u rn e  w o me n ’s  

a ux i l i a r y o f  t h e  A us t ra l i an  Ar m en i a n  R e l i e f ,  D r  Li n c o l n  W i r t  

s t a t ed  t ha t :  “  Tw e n t y f i v e  th ou sa nd  Arm e n i an  g i r l s  h a d  bee n  

s a v ed  f r om  T u rk i sh  h a r em,  b u t  2 5 , 00 0  m o re  r em ai n ed  to  be  

r e s c ue d ” . 63 D r  W i r t  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  e f fo r t s  o f  A rm en i a n s  t o  

s a v e  A rm en i an  w om e n  a nd  c h i ld r en  ke p t  i n  T ur k i sh  h a r em s  a f t e r  

t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  w a r .  T h e  f i gu r e s  t e s t i f i ed  t o  t h e  e no rm i t y o f  t h e  

t a sk  t o  r es cu e  Ar me n i an  w om en  f rom  T u rk i s h  h a r em s .  

 

5.4 Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or 
in part 

 
 
 
P e rh a ps  as  m an y A r m en i an s  d i ed  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  h a r s h  

c o nd i t i on s  i mp os e d  o n  t h em su c h  a s  t he  d e a th  m a r ch e s  t ha n  f rom  

t h e  h an ds  o f  t h e  T ur k s .  In  d es c r i b i n g  th e  ex t e r min a t io n  o f  

A r m en i a ns  i n  s e v e ra l  r e g i on s ,  A R G  r ep o r t ed  i n  19 15 :  “ Th e r e  w e r e  

f e w  o u t r i gh t  m a ss ac r e s ,  bu t  i t  i s  p l a i n  to  b e  s e en  t h a t  t h i s  s ub t l e  

w a y w a s  t a k en  o f  de s t r o yi n g  a n  en t i r e  r a c e ” . 64 
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T h es e  d a ys ,  i n  t r i v i a l i z in g  t h e  gen o c ide  Tu rks  a r e  ca l l i n g  t h e  

d e po r t a t io ns  “ re lo ca t i on ”  an d  ins i s t  on  t h e  c a r i n g  n a t u re  o f  t he  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t .  

 

U S  Am b as sa do r  M or ge n th a u  d es c r i b ed  i n  h i s  m em oi r s  t h e  

i t i n e r a r y o f  a  s in g l e  c a r av a n  to  sh o w th a t  t h e  r e a l  p u rp ose  o f  t h e  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  wa s  no t  d ep or t a t i o n  b u t  ex t e rmi n a t i on .  H e  

w r o t e  o n  th e  su b j e c t :  

 

“ I t  i s  a b s u r d  f o r  t h e  T u r k i s h  G o v e r n me n t  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  i t  e ve r  

s e r i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  “ d e p o r t  t h e  A r me n i a n s  t o  n e w  h o me s ” ;  t h e  

t r e a t me n t  w h i c h  w a s  g i ve n  t h e  c o n vo y s  c l e a r l y  s h o w s  t h a t  

e x t e r mi n a t i o n  w a s  t h e  r e a l  p u r p o s e  o f  E n v e r  a n d  T a l a a t ” . 65 

 

A  ma jo r  k i l l e r  o f  t h e  Arm en i an  d ep o r t e es  w as  t h e  ex po su re  t o  t h e  

e l em e n t s ,  t h e  co l d  w e a t h e r  i n  win t e r  o r  t h e  s co r c h i n g  ho t  s un  o f  

t h e  S yr i a n  an d  M eso p o t ami a n  d es e r t s .  C ov e r ed  i n  r a gs  o r  n a k ed ,  

w i t ho u t  s he l t e r ,  f oo d  o r  w a t e r  t h e  d e po r t e e s  h ad  ab so l u t e l y n o  

c h a n c e  o f  s u rv i v a l .  In  J an u ar y 1 9 16 ,  ba s e d  on  re po r t s  o f  Lo r d  

B r yc e ,  A R G  r e po r t ed :   

 

“ A t  E s k i  S h e h i r  t h e r e  a r e  f r o m 1 2 , 0 0 0  t o  1 5 , 0 0 0  e x i l e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  

e v i d e n t l y  i n  g r e a t  n e e d  a n d  d i s t r e s s .  T h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e m a r e  w i t h o u t  

s h e l t e r  a n d  s h e l t e r  t h e y  h a ve  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f l i ms i e s t  k i n d  o f  t e n t s ,  

i mp r o v i s e d  o u t  o f  a  f e w  s t i c ks  c o v e r e d  w i t h  r u g s  o r  c a r p e t s  i n  a  f e w  
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i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  o f t e n  w i t h  o n l y  c o t t o n  c l o t h ,  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  p r o t e c t i o n  

f r o m h e a v y  a u t u mn  r a i n  w h i c h  w i l l  s o o n  b e  c o mi n g” . 66 

 

Fo u r  yea r s  a f t e r  t he  end  o f  t h e  wa r ,  Arm en i an s  w e re  s t i l l  d yi n g  i n  

s c o r es  f r om th e  h a r s h  e l e m en t s  o f  t h e  c l i m a t e .  An  e d i to r i a l  o f  

S M H  w r o t e  in  1 92 2 :  

 

“ D u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r  a l o n e  1 4 0  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  d e s t r o ye d  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

A r me n i a n s ,  me n ,  w o me n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  s l a i n .  A n d  e v e n  w h e r e  t h e  

T u r k i s h  s w o r d  a n d  f i r e  d o  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  a l mo s t  d e s p e r a t e .  

S t a r va t i o n  a n d  d i s e a s e  a r e  l e v y i n g  a  t e r r i b l e  t o l l .  T o  c r o w n  

A r me n i a n ’ s  w o e s ,  f a mi n e  a n d  s i c k n e s s  i n  ma n y  d r e a d f u l  f o r ms  a r e  

s c o u r g i n g  t h e  l a n d .  H u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o me l e s s  r e f u ge e s  a r e  

p l u mb i n g  t h e  d e p t h  o f  m i s e r y  a n d  k n o w  n o t  w h e r e  t o  t u r n  f o r  

s u c c o r ” . 67  

 

R e po r t s  p r in t e d  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  n ews p ap e rs  a l so  l e f t  no  d ou b t  

t h a t  t h e  T u rk i sh  gov e r nm en t  d ep or t ed  t h e  A rm en i an  p op u l a t i o n  to  

t h e  d es e r t  t o  d i e .  On e  o f  t he  f i r s t  a c cou n t s  o f  de po r t a t io ns  

a p p e ar e d  in  A u gus t  1 91 5 ,  i t  r e f e r re d  t o  t h e  A rm en i an  p opu l a t i on  

o f  C i l i c i a :  “4 0 , 00 0  A r m en i a ns  i n  C i l i c i a ,  a  p ro v i n ce  i n  As i a  

M in o r ,  h av e  p e r i she d .  Th e  en t i r e  po pu l a t i o n  w as  s t r i p pe d  o f  a l l  

t h e i r  po ss es s i on s ,  an d  d r i v en  in to  th e  d e s e r t  t o  d i e ” . 68 

 

A  mo n th  l a t e r  f u r the r  r ep o r t s  c l a r i f i e d  w h a t  w as  m e a n t  b y  

“ d e po r t a t io n ” :  “ Old  m e n ,  w om e n ,  an d  c h i l d r en  a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  
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u n i nh a b i t e d  i n t e r i o r  a nd  l e f t  t o  a  s lo w d e a t h  f rom  h u n ge r  a nd  

ex po su r e ” . 69 

 

T w o w e ek s  l a t e r  a  s imi l a r  a cc ou n t  f r om  Lo r d  Br yc e  n o t ed  t h a t :   

 

“ C o n vo y s  o f  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  l a r g e l y  r e l e a s e d  c r i m i n a l s ,  

a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  o l d  me n  a n d  w o me n  i n t o  u n h e a l t h y  p a r t s  i n  A s i a  M i n o r  

a n d  o n t o  t h e  d e s e r t  b e t w e e n  S yr i a  a n d  t h e  E u p h r a t e s …  a n d  a l l  w i l l  

p e r i s h  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ” . 70 

 

T u rk i s h  ge n da r me s  d e po r t e d  mo s t  A rme n i ans  wi t h  a  s ho r t  n o t i c e  

o f  a  f e w ho ur s ,  b u t  o f t en  wi t ho u t  a n y w a r n i n g  s i mp l y e x pe l l e d  

t h em un d e r  l a sh e s .  E v en  wi t h  t h e  f e w p os s es s io ns  t he y w e r e  ab l e  

t o  t a k e  wi th  t h e m,  t h e  ge n da r me s  o r  Tu r k i sh  a nd  Ku rd i s h  

v i l l a ge r s  w ou l d  so on  l oo t  f rom  t h e  d epo r t e e s  a l on g  th e  r oa d s .  In  

N o v emb e r  b as e d  on  e ye w i t ne s s  a cc ou n t s ,  d e t a i l s  ab ou t  

d e po r t a t i o ns  fu r t h e r  r evea l ed  t h a t  t h e i r  ma in  a im  w a s  

ex t e rmin a t io n :   

 

“ W h o l e  v i l l a ge s  w e r e  d e p o r t e d  a t  a n  h o u r ’ s  n o t i c e ,  w i t h  n o  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  n o t  e ve n ,  i n  s o me  c a s e s ,  t o  

g a t h e r  t o ge t h e r  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  f a mi l y ,  s o  t h a t  l i t t l e  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l e f t  b e h i n d .  W o me n  w i t h  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  a r ms  

w e r e  d r i ve n  a l o n g  u n d e r  t h e  w h i p  l i ke  c a t t l e ” . 71 
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T h e  T ur k i sh  gov e rnm e n t  h as  a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r en t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  d ep or t a t i on s .  Ac c o r d in g  to  th e  T u rk i s h  Fo r e i gn  Mi n i s t r y  

w e b s i t e ,  t h e  Ot t oma n  T u rk i s h  go ve r nm e n t  sh o w ed  u t mo s t  c a r e  i n  

“ r e s e t t l i n g”  t h e  A rm e n i an s :  

 

“ W h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  A r me n i a n  c o n vo y s  t o  t h e  r e s e t t l e me n t  a r e a s ,  

r o u t s  t h a t  w e r e  c l o s e  a n d  n o t  s t r e n u o u s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  

c a r e  w a s  t a ke n  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

d e p o r t e e s ” . 72 

 

P u l a t  T a c a r  f ro m  t he  In s t i t u t e  fo r  Ar m e n i an  S t u d i e s  R e sea r c h ,73 

ex p r es s in g  Tu r k i s h  go v e rn me n t s  po s i t i on  s t a t es  t h a t  t h e  d e a th  o f  

“ s om e ”  A rm e n i an s  d u r i n g  “e mi gr a t io n”  w as  n o t  t he  T u rk i s h  

go v e rnm en t ’ s  f au l t :  

 

“ M a n y  A r me n i a n s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  e mi gr a t e  f r o m t h e  w a r  t h e a t r e  t o  

mo r e  s e c u r e  r e g i o n s ,  a n d  s o me  o f  t h e m d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  d u e  t o  a  s t a t e  p o l i c y  b u t  t o  b a d  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o b l e ms  a n d  t h e  p o o r  s e c u r i t y  c i r c u ms t a n c e s ” . 74  

 

In  O c t o b er ,  A RG  p r i n t ed  m o re  d e t a i l s  o n  h ow  d e po r t a t i o ns  w er e  

ca r r i ed  o u t  i n  s om e  lo ca l i t i e s :  

 

“ W o me n ,  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  me n ,  s i c k  o r  w e l l ,  w e r e  c l u b b e d  a n d  w h i p p e d ,  

4 5  i n t o  a  b o x  c a r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  s p e n t  f i ve  d a ys  w i t h o u t  f o o d ,  u n l e s s  
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b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m.  B a b i e s  w e r e  b o r n  i n  t h e  c a r s ,  p e o p l e  d i e d  i n  t h e m.  

M a n y  c o mmi t t e d  s u i c i d e ,  t h r o w i n g  t h e ms e l v e s  f r o m t h e  t r a i n ” . 75 

 

In  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  P e rm an e n t  P eo p l e ’ s  T r i bu n a l  i n  i t s  v e rd i c t  o n  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  m en t io n ed  a l s o  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  de po r t a t i on s  

w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n  t o  d es t r o y t h e  Ar m en i an  n a t io n :   

 

“Deportation was in fact  only a disguised form of extermination. The 

strongest were eliminated before departure. Hunger,  thirst , and 

slaughter decimated the convoys' numbers. Thousands of bodies piled 

up along the roads.  Corpses hung from trees and telegraph poles; 

mutilated bodies floated down rivers or were washed up on the 

banks”.76 

 
5.4.1 Hunger 
 

D u r i n g  an d  a f t e r  W W I,  t h e  wo rd s  “ s t a rv i n g”  a nd  “ A rm e n i a n ”  

b e c am e  s yn o n ym o us .  S t a rv a t i o n  w as  on e  o f  t he  m ai n  k i l l e r s  o f  t h e  

d e po r t e d  A rm e n i ans  i n  th e  S yr i a n  an d  M e so po ta mi an  d e s e r t s .  

P ho t os  o f  em a c i a t ed  pe op l e  i n  c on c e n t r a t i on  c am p s  w e r e  a  

p r em on i t i on  o f  t h ings  to  com e  i n  a  f e w d e c ad es .  

 

S t a r t i n g  f ro m 19 16 ,  r ep o r t s  s t a r t e d  r ea c h in g  t h e  ou t s i d e  w o r l d  

a b ou t  t h e  ho r r i b l e  c o nd i t i on s  i n s id e  t h e  co n c en t r a t i o n  c am ps  i n  

t h e  S yr i an  Des e r t .  O n e  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  r egu l a r l y  m e n t io ned  i n  t h e  

a r t i c l e s  w as  M e sk en e ;  wh i ch  w a s  f e a tu r e d  i n  r e po r t s  a s  be i n g  i n  

“ N o r t h e r n  A r ab i a”  i n s i d e  Ot tom a n  t e r r i t o r y,  b u t  c u r r e n t l y  i s  



 

 

 

206

s i tu a t ed  i n s i de  t h e  b o rd e r s  o f  m od e rn  S yr i a .  A l l  s i x  n ew sp a p e rs  

r e p o r t ed  th e  aw f u l  c o nd i t i on  o f  A rm e n i a ns  in  t h a t  l o c a t ion  an d  

t h e  s i t u a t i on  in  t h e  c on c e n t r a t i on  c amp s  w e r e  a s  ho r r ib l e  a s  

d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  r ep o r t s .  

 
Table 19  Titles of articles about Meskene 

Newspaper Title of Article Date 
AGE Suffering Armenians – 30,000 Starving People 12 Sep. 1916 
ARG Plight of Armenians – Thousands Starving 12 Sep. 1916 

BC The Persecuted Armenians – Horrible Atrocities–
30,000 Starving 12 Sep. 1916 

MCY The Armenians–Their Terrible Sufferings – 
Thousands of People Perishing 12 Sep. 1916 

SMH Armenian Horrors – 30,000 Starving–Missionary’s 
Description 12 Sep. 1916 

REG Starving Armenians 12 Sep. 1916 
ARG Armenian Horrors – Thousands Dying of Starvation 19 Feb. 1917 

AGE Atrocities in Armenia – Many Thousands of Victims –
Exhaustion and Ill-treatment 19 Feb. 1917 

MCY Armenian Atrocities – Shocking Revelations 19 Feb. 1917 
 
 
T h e  A rm e n i an  l a n gu a ge  e n c yc l o p e d i a  A r m en i an  Qu es t i on  h as  an  

e n t r y o n  M e sk e n e :   

 

“ I t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a mp s .  E x t r e me l y  h a r s h  c o n d i t i o n s  

w e r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  A r me n i a n  r e f u ge e s .  S o me  3 0 0 0  o r p h a n s  w e r e  

k i l l e d  i n  M e s k e n e .  O n e  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e s e  o r p h a n s  w e r e  t r a mp l e d  u n d e r  

t h e  h o o f s  o f  t h e  h o r s e s ,  8 0 0  o t h e r s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d e s t  d a ys  o f  w i n t e r  

a l mo s t  n a k e d  a n d  b a r e  f e e t  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  ma r c h  u n t i l  t h e y  d r o p p e d  

d e a d  o f  e x h a u s t i o n  a n d  e x p o s u r e .  S o me  o f  t h e m w e r e  d r o w n e d  i n  t h e  

r i v e r  E u p h r a t e s ;  o t h e r s  w e r e  b u r n e d  t o  d e a t h  o r  a s p h y x i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

s mo k e  o f  f r e s h  b r a n c h e s  o f  t r e e s ” . 77 
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In  m i d -A u gus t ,  n ew s p ap e rs  r epo r t ed  t h e  h o r r ib l e  co nd i t i o ns  i n  

w h ic h  d ep o r t e es  wh o  h ad  s u rv i v ed  t he  m ass a c r es  we r e  l i v in g  a t  

M e sk e n e :  “ Th ou s and s  o f  p eo p l e  a r e  wi t ho u t  f oo d ,  ex c e p t  f o r  

r o a s t i n g  g r as sh op pe r  a nd  d o gs .  O n e  pa r t y  o f  6 00  we r e  com p el l e d  

t o  m o ve  f rom  p l ac e  t o  p l a c e  u n t i l  a l l  pe r i s h ed ” . 78 I t  i s  pos s i b l e  

t h a t  t h e  ep i so d e  d es c r i b ed  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  n ew sp a pe r s  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  e n t r y o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  en c yc l o p ed i a  o f  t h e  8 00  o r ph an s  w ho  

w e r e  fo r c ed  t o  m ove  f r om  on e  p l a c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  un t i l  t h ey  

d r op p ed  d e a d .  

 

In  S e p t emb e r  m o r e  a c c o un t s  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s  

ab ou t  t h e  l i v in g  d ead  o f  M es k en e :  

 

“ H e  s a w  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t h r o w  t h e ms e l v e s  i n t o  t r e n c h e s  a n d  b e g  

g r a ve d i g g e r s  t o  b u r y  t h e m.  T h e  A r me n i a n s  t h e r e  h a d  n o  b r e a d  o r  

t e n t s .  A t  H a ma  h e  s a w  7 0 0 0  d e p o r t e e s ,  o f  w h o m 3 0 0 0  w e r e  n a k e d .  

T h e y  w e r e  l i v i n g  o n  l o c u s t s  a n d  d o gs .  M e n  w e r e  o b s e r ve d  t o  d i g  

g r a ve s  w h i l e  a w a i t i n g  d e a t h ” . 79 

 

T h e  d ep o r t ed  Ar m en i an s  l i v e d  i n  s im i l a r  a t r o c io us  co nd i t i o ns  i n  

o th e r  p a r t s  o f  S yr i a .  In  1 91 6 ,  t h e  co mpl a i n t s  o f  G er m an  t ea c h e rs  

i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  H a l eb  m ad e  th e  h e a d l i n es :  

 

“ B o y s  a n d  g i r l s  a r e  a l mo s t  n a k e d  a n d  a r e  d y i n g  i n  s c o r e s  i n  t h e  

n e i gh b o u r h o o d .  2 0 0 0  h e a l t h y  p e a s a n t  w o me n  w h o  w e r e  d r i v e n  d o w n  

f r o m t h e  h i g h l a n d s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  r e ma i n s  o f  t h e m h e r e  a r e  4 0  t o  5 0  
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s k e l e t o n s .  T h e  T u r k i s h  g u a r d s  r a v i s h e d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  w o me n  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  d i e  o f  h u n g e r ,  t h i r s t  a n d  f l o g g i n g .  T h e  c r u e l t y  

w a s  c a r r i e d  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h o s e  l y i n g  h e l p l e s s  c l o s e  t o  w a t e r  

w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  d r i n k” . 80 

 

A  ye a r  l a t e r  t h e r e  w e r e  m or e  re p or t s  f r o m co n c en t r a t i o n  c a m ps  in  

M e sk e n e  an d  th e  aw f u l  co nd i t i on s  dep o r t e es  h a d  t o  l i ve :  

 

“ T h e  r e p o r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  6 0 , 0 0 0  v i c t i ms  o f  e x h a u s t i o n  a n d  i l l  t r e a t me n t  

w e r e  b u r i e d  a t  M e s ke n e ,  t o  w h i c h  p l a c e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  d e p o r t e d  f r o m 

S y r i a  a n d  M e s o p o t a mi a .  O n  t h e  w a y  t o  M e s k e n e  3 0 0  b o d i e s  o f  w o me n ,  

o l d  me n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  t h r o w n  i n t o  o n e  g r a ve …  6 0 0  o r p h a n s  

c r o w d e d  i n  o n e  g r e a t  s h e d ,  w e r e  d y i n g  o f  h u n g e r ” . 81 

 

A f t e r  t h e  w a r  e nd ed ,  w h i l e  mo s t  b e l l i ge r e n t  n a t i on s  w e r e  t r yi n g  

t o  h e a l  t h e i r  w ou nds  an d  h ad  s t a r t e d  r ec o ns t r u c t i on ,  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s  co n t in ue d  u na b a t ed  i n  A rm eni a :   

 

“ T e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A r me n i a n s  a r e  b e i n g  s t a r v e d  t o  d e a t h  b y  t h e  

T u r ks ,  K u r d s ,  a n d  T a r t a r s  i n  t h e  B l a c k  S e a  r e g i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  d a i l y  

d e a t h s  o f  A r me n i a n s  a t  A l e x a n d r o p o l  ( T ra n s c a u c a s i a )  n u mb e r  mo r e  

t h a n  1 0 0 ” . 82 

 

5.5 Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group 
 

In  A u s t r a l i a ,  s om et i me s  th e  in t ens e  a rgu m e n t  on  t h e  S to l e n  

G e n e r a t i on  re vo lv es  a ro un d  t h e  f i f t h  p r i nc ip l e  o f  U NC G .  
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A r m en i a ns  i n  Au s t ra l i a  c an  ea s i l y  i d e n t i f y  t h em s e lv e s  wi th  t h e  

p a in  o f  A bo r i g i n es  a n d  un d e rs t a nd  h ow  th e y f e e l  a bo u t  t h e i r  

s t o l e n  c h i l d r en .  The  s i gn i f i c a n t  d i f f e re n c e  b e t w e en  t h e  Ab o r i g i n e  

a n d  A rm e ni an  c as es  i s  t h a t  T u rks  ab du c t ed  A rm e ni an  ch i l d re n  

d u r i n g  a  s t a t e  sp ons o r ed  ge no c i d e .  Lik e  Ab or i g in e  c h i l d re n ,  

t ho us a nd s  o f  Ar m en i an  ch i ld r en  we r e  s n a t ch e d  f r om th e i r  p a r en t s  

a n d  f o rc e d  i n t o  a n  a l i e n  c u l t u r e  an d  en v i r onm e n t .   

 

T h e  Ot to ma n  T ur k i s h  go v e rnm e n t  an d  s o c i e t y h a d  t ak e n  ev e r y 

n e c e s s a r y s t e p  t o  m a k e  s u re  t h a t  c h i l d re n  wh o  h ad  t h e i r  l i v e s  

s p a r ed  w ou ld  g ro w  u p  a s  go od  T u rk s  o r  K ur ds  an d  p e r m ane n t l y  

l o s e  a n y l i n k  t o  t h e i r  o r i g in a l  r a c e  a nd  c u l t u r e  t o  p e rp e t ua t e  t h e  

h a t r e d  o f  A rm en i ans .  R ep or t s  o f  a bd u c t io ns  o f  c h i l d re n  s t a r t ed  

a p p e ar in g  e a r l y  M ay 1 9 1 5 ,  a  f e w w e eks  a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  d a t e  ( Ap r i l  2 4 ,  1 91 5)  o f  ge no c i d e :  “ Al l  t h e  K ur ds  t h e n  

p o ur e d  in t o  t h e  mos qu e ,  a nd  d iv i d ed  ou r  l i t t l e  b o ys  b e tw ee n  t h em 

t o  b e  b ro u gh t  up  as  M ah om et a ns ” . 83 

 

S om et i m es ,  yo u n g  w o me n  a nd  t he i r  t od d l e r s ,  a s  s t a t e d  be f o r e ,  ha d  

t h e  sa m e  f a t e :  “T h e  yo u n ge r  wo m en  h av e  b e e n  se i z ed  f o r  t h e  

h a r em s  a nd  com p el l e d  wi t h  t h e  ch i ld re n  t o  b ec om e  

M a ho m ed an s ” . 84 

 

In  C E W  Be an ’ s  r epo r t  f ro m G al l i po l i ,  t h e r e  wa s  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  

f o r c ed  r emo v a l  o f  A r m en i a n  c h i l d r en  t o  b e  b ro u gh t  up  as  T ur ks :  
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“ T h e  bo ys  w e r e  s epa r a t ed  f r om  th e  g i r l s ,  an d  t a k en  to  m os qu e  

s c ho o l s  t o  b e  b ro u gh t  up  as  M oh am med a ns ” . 85 

 

In  S e p t emb e r  1 91 5 ,  n e ws pa p e rs  r e po r t e d  h o w c h i l d r e n  w er e  

f o r c i b l y t a k en  aw ay f r o m  t h e i r  m o t h er s :  “ A l i t t l e  g i r l  s t a t e s  t ha t  

w h e n  t h e  c a r av a n  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Go v e rn o r ’ s  o f f i c e  a t  S a r ik i ch i l a  

c h i l d r e n  w e re  t o rn  f r om  t h e i r  m o t h er s ’  a rm s  a nd  t he  c a ra va n  w as  

f o r c ed  t o  c on t in u e  w i t ho u t  t h e m” . 86 T he  r e po r t s  me n t i on e d  o n l y 

m ot he r s  a nd  n o t  p a r e n t s  b e c au se  t h e  ma l e  p op u l a t i on  h a d  b e e n  

m a ss a c re d  a l r e a d y a n d  t h e  c a r a va ns  we r e  co m p os e d  o f  wo m en ,  

c h i l d r e n  a nd  t h e  e ld e r l y .   

 

T h e  f a t e  o f  G r e ek  ch i l d r e n  in  t h e  h a nds  o f  t he  Tu rk s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  

a  b e t t e r  f a t e  AR G  r e p o r t ed  i n  19 16 :  “Th e  Gr e e k  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e in g  

t a k en  f rom th e  v i l l ages  and  co nv e r t ed  t o  Is l am ism ” . 87 

Table 20 Articles used for analysis and their classification under UNCG 

 DATE NEWSPAPER 
UNCG ARTICLE 

2 CLAUSE NO SOURCE 

1 December 15, 1914 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  1 NEWS REPORT 

2 February 24, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  1,2,5 NEWS REPORT 

3 April 29, 1915 ARG 2 NEWS REPORT 
4 May 1, 1915 REG 2 NEWS REPORT 

5 May 12, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 1,2 NEWS REPORT 

6 June 2, 1915 AGE 2 NEWS REPORT 

7 June 21, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 1 NEWS REPORT 

8 July 24, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 1 NEWS REPORT 

9 July 30, 1915 
ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH 1 NEWS REPORT 
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10 August 3, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  2 NEWS REPORT 

11 August 5, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 1, 3 NEWS REPORT 

12 September 6, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 1 NEWS REPORT 

13 September 11, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 1, 3 NEWS REPORT  

14 September 22, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 2 NEWS REPORT 

15 September 23, 1915 REG 2 EDITORIAL 

16 September 23, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 2,3,5 NEWS REPORT 

17 September 25, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 2 NEWS REPORT 

18 September 28, 1915 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  1,2,5 NEWS REPORT 

19 October 8, 1915 AGE 1, 2 
NEWS REPORT   
(E) 

20 October 22, 1915 ARG 2, 3 
NEWS REPORT 
(E) 

21 November 26, 1915 ARG 2, 3 
NEWS REPORT 
(E) 

22 December 2, 1915 ARG 2,5 
SPECIAL 
REPORT 

23 December 16, 1915 
AGE, ARG, MCY, 
REG, SMH 1, 2 NEWS REPORT 

24 December 17, 1915 BC 2 NEWS REPORT 

25 December 21, 1915 MCY 2,5 
SPECIAL 
REPORT 

26 January 17, 1916 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 1 NEWS REPORT 

27 January 22, 1916 ARG  1, 2, 3 
NEWS REPORT 
(E) 

28 February 12, 1916 REG 2 EDITORIAL 

29 February 12, 1916 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  2 NEWS REPORT 

30 February 23, 1916 ARG 2 EDITORIAL 

31 May 15, 1916 
AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH 1 NEWS REPORT 

32 July 22, 1916 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH  1, 2 NEWS REPORT 

33 August 21, 1916 
AGE, ARG, MCY, 
REG, SMH 3 NEWS REPORT 

34 August 22, 1916 ARG, 5 
NEWS REPORT 
(E) 

35 August 25, 1916 AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 2, 3 NEWS REPORT 
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REG 

36 September 12, 1916 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 3 NEWS REPORT 

37 February 19, 1917 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG,  3 NEWS REPORT 

38 January 19, 1918 ARG 2 
NEWS REPORT 
(E) 

39 January 6, 1919 
ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH  1 NEWS REPORT 

40 March 15, 1919 ARG 1 
NEWS REPORT   
(E) 

41 April 25, 1919 
AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 3 NEWS REPORT 

42 August 12, 1922 SMH 2, 3 EDITORIAL 
43 August 19, 1922 ARG 2 AUSTRALIAN 

44 September 19, 1922 
ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH 1 NEWS REPORT 

 
 
 

5.6 Turkish Method 
 

W h e n  ex ec u t in g  t he  o rd e r s  o f  t h e  T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t ,  Tu r k i sh  

o f f i c i a l s ,  t r oo ps ,  po l i c e  a nd  t he  s p e c i a l  “b u t ch e r  b a t t a l i on s ” 88 

f o l l o w e d  a  p a t t e r n .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  ex t e r mi n a t i on  h a d  b eco m e 

c l e a r  s t a r t i n g  i n  m id - 19 15  an d  in  m any a r t i c l e s  n ew sp a p er s  

r e f e r r ed  t o  i t  a s  t h e  “ Tu r k i sh  m eth od ” ,  w h i ch  co r r es po nd s  a l s o  t o  

t h e  a c co un t s  o f  su rv iv o rs .   

 

M os t  o f  t h e  r ep o r t s  w i th  r e f e r en c e  to  th e  “T u rk i sh  m et hod ”  

a p p e ar e d  in  1 91 5  a t  t h e  h e i gh t  o f  t h e  de p o r t a t i on s  a nd  

ex t e r min a t io n .  I t  t oo k  a pp r ox im at e l y f i v e  m on th s  a nd  c oun t l es s  

ex e c u t i on s  o f  t h e  me t ho d ,  b e fo r e  th e  pa t t e r n  o f  ex t e r min a t io n  

b e c am e  c l e a r  a nd  re a c h e d  t h e  ou t s i d e  w o r l d  a nd  t he  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  
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p r e s s .  I t  w a s  a  p a t t e r n  o f  c a r e fu l  an d  c e n t r a l l y  o r ga n iz e d  

ex t e rmin a t io n  p l an  t h a t  i n vo lv ed :  

 

•  T h e  c on s c r ip t i o n  o f  yo u n g  A rm e n i an  ma l es  i n t o  t h e  Ot toma n

 a r m y a n d  th e i r  s ub se qu en t  ex t e rmi n a t i on .  

•  T h e  su dd e n  a r r es t  o f  A rm e n i an  in t e l l e c t u a l s ,  po l i t i c a l ,  and

 r e l i g i ous  l e a de r s  i n  c i t i e s  an d  v i l l a ge s  th r ou gh ou t  t h e

 O t t om an  t e r r i t o r i e s .   

•  T h e  d ep o r t a t i on  and  m a ss a c re  o f  t he  r e m ai n i n g  p op u l a t i on

 c o mp r i s ed  m ai n l y o f  w om en ,  c h i l d re n  th e  e l de r l y  a n d  t h e

 s i ck  t o w a rd s  t h e  d es e r t s  o f  S yr i a  and  M e so po tami a .   

•  A b du c t io n  o f  yo u ng  w o me n  a nd  t h e i r  e n s l av e m en t  i n

 T u rk i s h  h a r em s .   

•  S al e  o f  A rm e n i an  yo u n g  w om en ,  g i r l s  a n d  bo ys  a s  s l a v es .  

•  Is l a m is a t io n  a nd  Tu r k i f i c a t io n  o f  u nde r  a ge d  A rm e n i an

 ch i l d r en .  

 

T h e  f i r s t  d es c r i p t i on  o f  a  Tu r k i s h  p a t t e r n  ap pe a r e d  i n  t h e  p ap e r s  

e a r l y  S e p t emb e r  1 91 5 :   

 

“ T h e  T u r k i s h  me t h o d  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  A r me n i a n  v i l l a ge s  c o n s i s t s  o f  

s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  me n ,  c o mp e l l i n g  t h e  yo u n g  t o  f i gh t ,  s e l l i n g  t h e  yo u n g  

w o me n  t o  h a r e ms  a n d  s e n d i n g  t h e  o l d  me n ,  w o me n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  

u n i n h a b i t e d  i n t e r i o r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  l e f t  t o  a  s l o w  d e a t h  f r o m h u n g e r  

a n d  e x p o s u r e ” . 89  
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T w o w e ek s  l a t e r ,  t h e  n e ws p ap e rs  i n  ec h o i n g  Lo r d  Br yc e ’ s  ap p e a l  

t o  t h e  US  r ep or t ed  a ga i n  o n  t h e  “ Tu r k i s h  m eth od ”  o f  

ex t e rmin a t in g  A rmen i ans :   

 

“ T h e  A r me n i a n s  h a v e  n o t  r e b e l l e d  a n d  a r e  n o t  a r me d  b u t  me n  o f  

m i l i t a r y  a ge  w e r e  k i l l e d .  T h e  yo u n g e r  w o me n  h a ve  b e e n  s e i z e d  f o r  t h e  

h a r e ms  a n d  c o mp e l l e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e c o me  M a h o me t a n s .  T h e y  

w i l l  b e  k e p t  i n  s l a v e r y .  C o n vo y s  o f  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r s ,  w h o  a r e  l a r ge l y  

r e l e a s e d  c r i m i n a l s ,  h a v e  b e e n  d r i v i n g  t h e  o l d  me n  a n d  w o me n  i n t o  t h e  

u n h e a l t h y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  A s i a  M i n o r  d e s e r t  b e t w e e n  S yr i a  a n d  t h e  

E u p h r a t e s .  M a n y  a r e  mu r d e r e d  o n  t h e  w a y  t h e  r o a d  b e i n g  s t r e w n  w i t h  

c o r p s e s ” . 90  

 

A  w e ek  l a t e r ,  n e wsp a p e r s  r e po r t e d  t h e  s am e  p a t t e r n  o f  

ex t e rmin a t io n :  

 

“ T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  w a s  d i s a r mi n g  u n d e r  p r e t e x t ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e  

ma n y  mu r d e r s  a n d  t o r t u r i n gs .  T h e n  t h e  A r me n i a n s  w e r e  i mp r i s o n e d  e n  

ma s s e .  D e p o r t a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  a c c o mp a n i e d  b y  ma s s a c r e s .  S c a r c e l y  a  

ma n  w a s  l e f t .  T h e  T u r k s  i n  t h e  K h a r p u t  p r o v i n c e  s o l d  i n  t h e  ma r k e t  

t h e  r e ma i n d e r ” . 91  

 

T h e  s am e  d a y MCY ,  w i t h  i t s  ed i to r i a l  f u r t h e r  em ph a s i z ed  th e  

“ T u rk i s h  m et ho d ” :  

 



 

 

 

215

“ T h e  A r me n i a n s  …  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e m h a ve  b e e n  s l a u g h t e r e d -

c h i e f l y  t h e  ma l e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  a ge ;  w h i l s t  t h e  y o u n g e r  w o me n  a n d  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  s e i z e d  f o r  t h e  h a r e m a n d  f o r  s l a v e r y ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  

o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  d r i ve n  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o me s  t o  d i e  b y  

t h e  r o a d s i d e s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n ” . 92 

 

T h e  p a t t e r n  c ha n ged  s l i gh t l y  a l o n g  t he  c o as t a l  a r e as  o f  t he  B l a ck  

S e a .  R e l yi n g  o n  t h e  e ye w i t ne s s  a cc ou n t s  o f  t h e  I t a l i an  Con su l  o f  

T r e b i z o nd ,  A RG  r ep o r t ed :   

 

“ O r d e r s  c a me  f r o m C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  A r me n i a n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  

T r e b i z o n d  w e r e  t o  b e  k i l l e d … o b e y i n g  t h e  o r d e r s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  

r e c e i ve d ,  t h e y  h u n t e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  ga t h e r e d  t h e m t o g e t h e r  

a n d  d r o v e  t h e m d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  s e a .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  p u t  o n  

b o a r d  s a i l i n g  b o a t s ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  s o me  d i s t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  B l a c k  S e a  a n d  

t h e r e  t h r o w n  o ve r b o a r d  a n d  d r o w n e d .  T h e  w h o l e  A r me n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  f r o m 8 0 0 0  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  d e s t r o ye d  i n  t h e  w a y  i n  o n e  a f t e r n o o n ” . 93 

 

O n e  o f  t h e  r e f e r en ce s  t o  t h e  “ Tu r k i s h  m et ho d ”  o f  k i l l i n g  

A r m en i a ns ,  i n  1 91 6 ,  ap p e ar e d  in  t h e  ed i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  R eg i s t er :   

 

“ In  e a c h  t o w n  t h e  h o r r i b l e  b u s i n e s s  b e ga n  i n  t h e  s a me  w a y .  T h e  ma l e  

a d u l t  A r me n i a n s  w e r e  r e mo v e d  f r o m t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  s t a b b e d  o r  t a ke n  

o u t  t o  s e a  a n d  d r o w n e d  i n  t h o u s a n d s .  T h e n  t h e  o l d  me n ,  w o me n  a n d  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a s s e mb l e d  i n  g r e a t  c o mp a n i e s  a n d  ( i n  c h a r ge  o f  

r u f f i a n l y  s o l d i e r y )  b e g a n  a  f r i g h t f u l  ma r c h  a c r o s s  t h e  mo u n t a i n s  a n d  

b u r n i n g  d e s e r t s ,  t o r t u r e d  b y  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t  a n d  g o a d e d  b y  t h e  
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w h i p s  o f  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s … t h e  s u r v i v o r s  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  i n  s c o r e s  o f  

t h o u s a n d s  i n  t h e  ma r s h e s  a n d  d e s e r t s  a t  t h e  j o u r n e y ’ s  e n d  w h e r e  t h e y  

p e r i s h e d  i n  t h e  s a me  ma n n e r  a s  t h e  Y o u n g  T u r ks  h a d  s e t t l e d  t h e  

p r o b l e m o f  t h e  p a r i a h  d o g s  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ” . 94  

 

T h e  ex p r es s i on  “T urk i s h  m et ho d ”  app ea red  o n  t h e  t i t l e  and  i n  t h e  

a r t i c l e  wr i t t e n  b y C  E  W  B e a n  i n  19 15 . 95 

 

5.7 Conclusion 
 

O v e r  t h e  ye a r s  1 915 - 19 23 ,  t h e  r e gu la r  A us t r a l i an  n e ws p ap e r  

r e a d e r  w ou l d  h av e  c l e a r l y  u n de r s to od  t h a t  t h e  T u rk i sh  

go v e r nm en t  h ad  p l an n ed  an d  w as  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  ex t e rm in a t io n  

o f  t he  A rm en i a n  pop u l a t io n .  T h e  “ Tu rk i s h  me th od ”  o f  

ex t e r min a t in g  A rme n i ans ,  m en t io n ed  m a n y t i me s  i n  t h e  p a p e rs ,  

c o r r es po nd s  t o  t h e  p r in c i p l es  o f  U NCG ,  g iv i n g  t h e  r e ad er  t h e  

s a m e  n o t io n  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  W W I a s  w e  do  t o d a y w h e n  w e  us e  

t h e  wo r d  ge n o c id e :  

 

•  M a ss  k i l l i n g ,  i n t e nd e d  to  d e s t ro y a  g r o u p ,  i s  ge no c i d e .  

•  D e p or t a t i on  o f  mi l l i on s  un d er  l a sh es  t o  un i nh a b i t e d  d es e r t s

 a n d  s t a rv in g  t h em  to  de a th  i s  ge no c i d e .  

•  T o r t u r e ,  r a pe ,  s ex ua l  v i o l e n ce ,  i n t e nde d  t o  d es t r o y a  g r o u p ,

 i s  ge n o c id e .  
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•  Fo r c ib l y a b d u c t i n g  A r m en i a n  yo u n g  wo m en  an d  g i r l s  a s

 s l av es  an d  c on c ub in e s  a nd  fo r c i n g  th em  n o t  t o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n

 w i t h i n  t h e i r  o wn  e th n i c  g r ou p  i s  ge n oc i d e .  

•  R em ov in g  A rm en i an  ch i ld r e n  o f  b o t h  s ex es  an d  r a i s e  t h em

 a s  T u rk s  i s  ge n o c ide .  

 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  f r om th e  s am pl e s  p r e s en t e d  i n  t h i s  c ha p t e r ,  i t  i s  

a p p a re n t  t ha t  i n  a t  l e a s t  tw o  o f  t h e  e l em e n t s  o f  U NC G ,  t he  

A r m en i a n  a nd  J e wi s h  ge n o c i de s  d i f f e r  f r om  e a c h  o th e r .  W h i l e  

N a z i  G e rm an y’ s  p o l i c y w a s  t o t a l  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  J e ws ,  G yp s i e s  

a n d  o t h e r s ,  t he  Yo un g  T ur ks ’  i d e a  o f  t o t a l  ex t e rmi n a t i on  i n c lu d ed  

s e v e ra l  ex cep t i on s :  

 

•  T o  s e l e c t e d  f e w,  Tu r ks  ga v e  t h e  c ho i ce  to  co nv e r t  t o  Is l am

 a n d  s av e  t h e i r  l i v es .  

•  T h e y s p a r e d  u nd e r  a ge d  c h i l d re n  w ho  w o u l d  no t  r em em b er

 t h e i r  p a r e n t s  an d  n a t i on a l i t y  a n d  r a i s ed  t h em  as  T u rks .  

•  T u rk s  f o r c ib l y c o nv e r t e d  t o  Is l am  yo u n g  w om en  an d  g i r l s

 a n d  f o rc e d  th em  t o  l i v e  i n  h a r em s  as  wi v es  a n d  co n cu b i nes .   

 

T u rk s  d i d  no t  s p a re  d oz e ns  o f  t h ou s and s  o f  yo u n g  wo m en ,  g i r l s  

a n d  c h i l d r en  o u t  o f  c om p ass io n -  t h e y w e r e  m e r e l y c o n t i nu in g  th e  

p r a c t i ce  o f  s t r e n gt he n in g  t h e i r  r a c e  b y u s i n g  t he  yo u n g  a nd  be s t  

e l em e n t s  t h e  t a r ge t e d  g r ou p  h ad  t o  o f fe r .   
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Chapter 6 Australia’s Response to the Armenian 
Genocide 

 

6.1 Introduction 
 
 

T h e  p r ev i ou s  ch ap t e r  d i s c us s ed  i n  d e t a i l s  t h e  r epo r t s  o f  t h e  

ex t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  Ar m en i an s  as  t h e y a p p e a re d  i n  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  

p r e s s .  I t  d i s cu ss ed  t h e  t e r r i b l e  f a t e  o f  t h e  v i c t i ms -  t h e  d ea t h  

m a r ch e s ,  t o r tu r e ,  k i dn a pp i n g ,  f o rc e d  co n ve r s io ns ,  s t a rv a t i on ,  

s l av e r y a n d  r ap e .  Af t e r  g r a sp in g  t h e  ma gn i t ud e  o f  t h e  d i sa s t e r  

i n f l i c t e d  on  A r me n i a ns ,  t h e  qu e s t i on  th a t  c om es  in to  o n e’ s  mi n d  

i s  wh a t  w as  t h e  r eac t i on  f rom  Au s t r a l i a n s?  Th e  th e s i s  wou ld  b e  

i n com pl e t e  wi t ho u t  d i s cu ss i n g ,  t h ou gh  b r i e f l y ,  t h e  r e a c t ion  o f  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  pu b l i c  t o  t h e  r ep o r t s  o f  t he  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  

A r m en i a ns .   

 

F r o m n ew sp a p er  r ep o r t s ,  i t  w a s  a pp a re n t  t h a t  i n  Vi c t o r i a  a  r e l i e f  

m ov em e n t  h a d  s t a r t e d  i n  19 15  an d  g r ad u a l l y  s p r e ad  t o  mo s t  

s t a t es 1 a f t e r  t h e  en d  o f  W W I.  W h o  w as  o r ga n i s i n g  t he  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s?  S ur e l y n o t  A r m en i a ns  wh o  t o t a l l e d  on l y a  f e w  d oz en  

s c a t t e r ed  ac ro s s  Aus t ra l i a .  C e r t a i n l y,  t h e y w e re  Au s t r a l i an s .  Bu t  

d id  t he  d e e p  d i v i s io ns  wi t h i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  so c i e t y b e t we e n  

A n g l i c a ns ,  P ro t es t an t s  an d  C a t h o l i c s  a f f e c t  i n  a n y w a y t h e  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s  i n  A us t r a l i a?  W hi ch  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  c omm uni t y h a d  b e e n  

m o re  a c t i v e?  W ha t  i n fo rm at io n  d id  t h e  n e ws pa p e rs  g i v e  ab o u t  
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t h es e  u nk no wn ,  c om p as s io n a t e  A us t r a l i a ns  wh o ,  u nd e r  d i f f i cu l t  

c i r cu ms t a n c es ,  d e vo t ed  th e i r  t im e  a nd  e f f o r t  t o  o r ga n i s e  f u nd  

r a i s in g  c am p a i gns ,  a p p e a l ed  t o  t h e  pu b l i c  fo r  t h e i r  co mp as s i on ,  

o r ga n i s ed  l e c t u r e s  a n d  e mpl o ye d  a  n ew  me d i um,  t h e  m ov i e s ,  t o  

r a i s e  fu nd s ,  t o  h e lp  t h e  r emn an t s  o f  a  l i t t l e  k no wn  n a t io n  

t ho us a nd s  o f  k i lo me t r e s  aw a y?  

 

6.2 Armenian Relief Fund and Friends of Armenia 
 
 

A u s t r a l i ans  r e sp ond ed  to  t h e  ex t e rmina t i on  o f  t he  Arm en ian s  w i th  

t h e  c r e a t i on  o f  a  r e l i e f  fu nd  ( A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu n d)  an d  a  

f r i en ds h i p  o r ga n i s a t i o n  ( F r i en ds  o f  A rm e n i a ) .  S i nc e  n o  r es e a r ch  

h a s  b e en  d on e  o n  th e  s ub j ec t  a nd  e v en  th e  ex i s t en c e  o f  t he s e  

o r ga n i s a t i on s  i s  s t i l l  un kn ow n  to  th e  A u s t r a l i a n  A rm en ian  

c o mmu ni t y a n d  a l so  t o  s ch o l a r s  o f  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e ,  m y 

o bs e r v a t i on s  a r e  b as e d  on l y o n  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  I  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

n e w sp ap e r s  I  r e s e a r c h e d  fo r  m y t h es i s .  M os t  o f  t h es e  a r t i c l e s  

w e r e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  A RG  an d  RE G .  On l y  a  f e w  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  

A G E,  S M H  a nd  f ewe r  i n  MCY .  

 

T h e  A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fun d  w as  f i r s t  me n t io n ed  i n  t h e  A RG  a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  19 15 ,  wh i l e  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  A RG  l a t e  

1 9 17 .  Bo t h  o r ga n i sa t i on s  w e r e  b as ed  in  M e lb ou rn e ,  t h e n  t h e  

f e d e r a l  c a p i t a l  o f  A u s t r a l i a .   
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A t  a  l a t e r  s t a ge ,  b ra n c h es  w e r e  c r e a t ed  t h ro u gho u t  A us t ra l i a .  

O f f i ce s  w e r e  se t  up  i n  M el bo u rn e ,  S yd n e y a n d  Ad e l a i d e  an d  

r e s p ec t ed  f i gu r e s  i n  t h e  c omm uni t y l e d  t h e  o r gan i s a t i o ns .  S t a r t i n g  

e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ’s ,  t h e  o r ga n i s a t i o n  c oo r d ina t e d  t h e  e f fo r t s  o f  v a r i ou s  

b r a n ch es  i n  d i f fe r en t  s t a t es  b y c r e a t i ng  a  c e n t r a l i s ed  s t r uc t u r e  

a n d  f r om 19 22  ap pe a l s  fo r  d on a t io ns  w e r e  m ad e  u nd e r  t he  n am e 

o f  Aus t r a l as i a n  A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd ,  wh ic h  in c l ud e d  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s  f rom  N ew  Ze a l an d .   

 

U n t i l  r e a l  r e s e a r ch  i s  c a r r i ed  o u t  a nd  t h e  a rc h i v es  o f  F r i en ds  o f  

A r m en i a  an d  A rm en i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd  fou n d  ( i f  s t i l l  i n  ex i s t e n ce ) ,  i t  

i s  no t  pos s i b l e  b y j u s t  r e a d i n g  th e  a r t i c l e s  t o  kn o w:  

 

•  W h e n  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  a nd  A rm e n ia n  R e l i e f  Fu nd  w ere

 e s t a b l i sh e d  in  M el bo u rn e .  

•  I f  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  w as  an  in d ep e nd e n t  o r ga n i sa t i on  bu t

 c r e a t ed  o n  t h e  mo de l  o f  Br i t i sh  F r i en ds  o f  A r me n i a . 2  

•  I f  t h e  o r ga n i s a t i o n  w a s  ju s t  a  b r a n ch  o f  F r i e nd s  o f  A rm en i a

 o f  Br i t a in .  

•  T h e  in t e r n a l  s t ru c tu r e  o f  t h e  o r ga n i s a t i o n  an d  th e  d i v i s ion

 o f  d u t i e s  b e t we e n  A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d  an d  F r i en ds  o f

 A r m en i a .  

•  M e mb e rs h i p  de t a i l s .  

•  T ot a l  am ou n t  o f  f un ds  r a i s e d .  

•  W h e n  bo th  o r ga n i sa t i on s  c e as e d  th e i r  o p e r a t i on s .  
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N e v e r t he l es s ,  t h e  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  A rm e n ia n  r e l i e f  c a n  b e  d iv i d ed  

b r o ad l y i n to  t h r e e  p e r i od s :  

 

•  1 9 15 -1 91 6  

•  1 9 17 -1 92 1  

•  1 9 22  a nd  b e yo n d  

 

In  t h e  f i r s t  pe r io d ,  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i to r  a pp e a r ed  i n  t h e  A RG  b y 

M is s  S e a r l e  w ho  ma d e  emo t i on a l  ap p ea l s  t o  t h e  p ub l i c .  On e  o f  t he  

f i r s t  ap p e a l s  fo r  f un ds  i n  t h e  n am e  o f  A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d  

a p p e ar e d  i n  t h e  A RG  i n  1 91 5 .  In  a  l e t t e r  a dd r es s ed  to  t h e  e d i to r  

an d  t i t l ed ,  Ar m en i a ’ s  Mar t yr do m,  M i s s  S ea r l e ,  s e c r e t a r y o f  t h e  

f u nd ,  w ro t e :  

 

“ T h o s e  w h o  r e me mb e r  t h e  a c c o u n t s  s e n t  b y  me  t o  t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h i s  a n d  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  ma y  w o n d e r  t h a t ,  e ve n  a mo n g  s o  ma n y  mo r e  p o p u l a r  

c l a i ms ,  I  h a v e  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m ma k i n g  a n y  a p p e a l  s i n c e  t h e  w a r  b e g a n .  

E v e n  n o w  i t  i s  c h i e f l y  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  ma n y  o n  t h e  l o n g  l i s t  o f  o l d  

s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  f u n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  I  h a ve  e ve r  s i n c e  b e e n  

c o n n e c t e d ,  b o t h  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  A r me n i a  i t s e l f ,  ma y  b e  g l a d  t o  k n o w  

t h a t  t h e  o l d  c h a n n e l  o f  c o mmu n i c a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  o p e n ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  b e  

mo s t  t h a n kf u l  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  f o r w a r d  a n y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r  

s ma l l ,  t o  “ T h e  F r i e n d s  o f  A r me n i a ” . 3  

 

A  f e w m on t h s  l a t e r ,  M i s s  S e a r l e  a ga i n  p l e a de d  f o r  he l p :  
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“ I t  i s  s i n c e  M a y  1 5  o f  l a s t  ye a r  t h a t  o ve r  o n e  mi l l i o n  ( A r me n i a n s )  

h a ve  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .  T h e  mi s e r a b l e  r e mn a n t ,  w h i c h  r e ma i n e d ,  i s  s t i l l  

b e i n g  h u n t e d  t o  d e a t h .  W h i l e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  r e f u g e e s  i n  o t h e r  l a n d s  a r e  

p e r i s h i n g  f o r  l a c k  o f  f o o d ,  mu s t  I  p l e a d  a g a i n  i n  v a i n  f o r  t h e s e  

h a p l e s s  s u f f e r e r s ?  W i l l  n o t  l i b e r a l  M e l b o u r n e  s p a r e  s o me  c r u mb s  o f  

h e l p  f r o m i t s  r i c h  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  mo r e  p o p u l a r  f u n d s ,  o r  d e n y  i t s e l f  a  

f e w  p i c t u r e  s h o w s  f r o m t h e i r  w e e k l y  h a r v e s t  o f  o v e r  £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ? ” . 4 

 

I t  i s  a lm os t  t a n gi b l e  t h e  f r us t r a t i o n  o f  Mi s s  S ea r l e ,  T ur ks  w e r e  

ex t e rmin a t in g  a  who l e  n a t i on  w i th  u n im ag in ab l e  c ru e l t y  an d  ye t  

m os t  o f  t he  po pu l a t i on ’ s  s ym p a th i e s  l i e d  wi t h  t h e  po pu l a r  f un ds .  

W a r t i m e  ch a r i t a b l e  f un ds  i n  M e l b ou rne  t h a t  ap p e ar e d  r e gu l a r l y  i n  

t h e  p ap e rs  w e r e :  “A u s t r a l i a n  R e d  C r os s  S o c i e t y” ,  “ Lo r d  M a yo r ’ s  

A p p e a l ” ,  “Po l i s h  R e l i e f  Fu nd ” ,  “S e rb i a n  R e l i e f  Fu nd ” ,  “A l l i e s ’  

B u t t on  Fu nd ” ,  “ Aus t ra l i an  P a t r i o t i c  Fu n d” ,  “ R us s i a n  R e fu ge e  

A p p e a l  Fun d ” ,  “ Bl in d  So l d i e r s ’  A pp e a l ”  an d  m a n y o t h e r s .  T he s e  

w e r e  s om e  o f  t h e  mo s t  p op u l a r  f un ds  t h a t  Mis s  S e a r l e  w as  

p r ob a b l y r e f e r r i n g  t o  a nd  d on a t io ns  t o  t h e se  fu nd s  a pp e a re d  d a i l y  

i n  t h e  A RG .   

 

T w o  ye a r s  l a t e r  t h e  A GE  r e f e r r i n g  to  M is s  S e a r l e  s t a t e d :  “ At  t h e  

e n d  o f  19 16  t he  wor k  o f  h e l p i n g  A rm en i a  w as  t ak e n  ov e r  f r om  

M is s  M .  E .  S e a r l e ,  w h o  in  th e  co ur s e  o f  so me  ye a r s  h a d  r a i s ed  

a n d  f o rw a rd e d  to  Lo n do n  ab ou t  £3 00 ” . 5  Th i s  r e f e re n c e  sho w s  t h e  

l im i t ed  su cces s  t h a t  Mi s s  S ea r l e  h ad  i n  r a i s in g  fun ds  fo r  t h e  

s u rv iv o r s .  
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T h e  s e co nd  p e r i od  w a s  c h a r ac t e r i s ed  by  a  m o r e  a c t i v e  an d  

s u c c es s f u l  r e l i e f  e f f o r t .  T he  p a p er s  d id  no t  g iv e  a n y i n f o r m at io n  

o n  w h y t h e  r e l i e f  wo r k  w as  t a ke n  ov e r  f r om  M iss  S e a r l e ,  b u t  t he  

c h a n ge  w a s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  a nd  i t  w a s  de f in i t e l y  f o r  t h e  ben e f i t  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  Be tw e en  t h e  e nd  o f  19 16  an d  e a r l y  1 9 17  t h e  ne w  

m em b e rs  o f  A rm e n ia n  R e l i e f  Fu nd  m us t  h a v e  do ne  a  go od  

p r e p ar a t o r y w o r k  be c a u se  o n  2 1  Ap r i l  1 9 17  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  a pp e a l  

w a s  l au n ch e d  i n  Me l bo ur n e ,  wi t h  t h e  c o n c er t ed  e f f o r t s  o f  F r i e nd s  

o f  Ar m en i a ,  t h e  A ng l i c an  an d  o t he r  chu r c h es  w i th  t he  pa t r o n a ge  

o f  M el bo u rn e ’s  Lo r d  M a yo r .   

 

T h e  Su nd a y o f  2 2  A p r i l  19 17  w a s  d ed i c a t e d  to  A rm e n i ans  a s  

“ A r m en i a  S u nd a y” .  T he  AR G  a nn ou n c ed  t o  M elb ou r n i an s  t h a t :  

“ T om o rr o w wi l l  b e  o bs e r v ed  th r ou gh ou t  t he  S t a t e  a s  A r men i a  

S un d a y.  T h e  A n g l i c a n  Ar c hb i sh op  o f  M e lb ou rn e  an d  o t he r  h ea ds  

o f  C hu r ch e s  ha v e  co mm en d ed  t h e  ap p ea l  t o  t h e i r  p eo p l e ” . 6 O n  th e  

s a me  p a ge ,  t he r e  wa s  an  ap pe a l  b y S i r  D .V . H en ne ss y,  t he  Lo r d  

M a yo r  o f  M el bo ur ne  w ho  en do rs e d  t h e  a pp e a l :  

 

“ I  g l a d l y  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  ma d e  t o  me  b y  s e ve r a l  p r o mi n e n t  

c i t i ze n s  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,  a n d  b y  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  F r i e n d s  o f  A r me n i a  

C o mmi t t e e ,  t o  o p e n  a  f u n d  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  r e mn a n t  o f  A r me n i a .  

M a n y  o f  t h e s e  p o o r  p e o p l e  a r e  d y i n g  t h r o u gh  s t a r v a t i o n  i n  

M e s o p o t a mi a n  a n d  A r a b i a n  d e s e r t s ,  w h i l s t  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
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A r me n i a  a r e  i n  u r ge n t  n e e d  o f  h e l p  a n d  t h e  r e - e s t a b l i s h me n t  o f  t h e i r  

d e s o l a t e d  h o me s ” . 7 

 

La t e r  r e p or t s  i n d i ca t e d  t h a t  “ A rm e n i a  S un d a y”  h a d  b e e n  a  

s u c c es s .  T he  fo l l ow i n g  d a y,  2 3  Ap r i l  1 9 17  A RG  r ep o r t ed ,  “T h e  

a p p e a l  m e t  wi t h  a  r e a d y s u c c es s ” . 8 T h e  A GE  i n  D e c em b e r  o f  t he  

s a me  ye a r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  “ on  2 2 n d  Ap r i l  S un d a y A r m e n i a  wa s  

o r ga n i s ed  t h r ou gh ou t  t h e  S t a t e .  S e rm on s  w e r e  p re a c h ed  an d  

c o l l e c t i on s  t a k en  up ,  t h e  ap pe a l  r e s u l t i n g  i n  ov e r  £2 00 0  be i n g  

c o n t r i bu te d ” . 9 

 

In  1 9 1 8 ,  a  b ra n ch  o f  A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu n d  w as  o p en ed  in  S yd n e y 

S M H  r e po r t e d  a bo u t  t he  m e e t in g  t h a t  ha d  t a ke n  p l a c e  in  th e  T o wn  

H a l l 10w h e r e  t h e  Lo r d  M a yo r  o f  S yd n e y w a s  a pp o i n t ed  as  t h e  

p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  f un d .  H ar ou t i un  Ba l ak i an , 11 a n  A rm en ia n  f r om  

M e lb ou rn e  m ad e  an  a pp e a l  o n  b eh a l f  o f  A rm e n i an s .  Ba l ak i a n  h ad  

j o i ned  t h e  F r i en ds  o f  Arm en i a  com mi t t ee  i n  M el bo u rn e  tw o  yea r s  

e a r l i e r .  

 

In  J a nu a r y 1 9 1 8  the r e  w as  a  f r esh  “ app e a l  t o  t h e  c hu r c h es ,  on  

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Co unc i l  o f  Ch u r ch es ”  wa s  a  r eq u es t  t o  r e ad  th e  

“ c a b l e g r a m s en t  b y  t h e  Lo r d  M a yo r ’ s  C omm i t t e e ,  Lo n d on”  to  

“ H i s  Ex c e l l e n c y t he  G ov e rn o r - G e ne r a l . . . t o  be  r e ad  f r om  t h e  

p u l p i t s  o f  t h e  c hu rc h e s ” .  I t  w as  an  app e a l  “ t o  a l l  r e l i g i ou s  bo d i e s  

i n  A us t r a l i a . . . r e ga rd in g  S un d a y,  Fe b r ua r y 3  ( 1 91 8) ,  a s  a  da y f o r  

i n t e r c es s io ns  a n d  co l l e c t i on s ,  wh e r ev e r  po ss i b l e ,  on  b e ha l f  o f  
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A r m en i a ” . 12 Th e  s t a t e m e n t  e n co ur a ge d  re a d e rs  t o  s en d  do na t io ns  

t o  W  H  Ed ga r ,  M LC ,  a nd  th e  t r e as u r e r  o f  A rm en i an  R e l i e f  Fun d  

i n  M elb ou r n e .   

 

I t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h e  s t r on g  c oo pe r a t i o n  an d  c oo r d i na t i o n  o f  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s  be tw e e n  Br i t a i n  a nd  Au s t r a l i a .  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a ’ s  

fu nd ra i s i n g  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  Me lb ou rne  h ad  t h e  h i gh es t  su pp or t  f rom  

Lo n d o n  Lo r d  M a yo r ’ s  Fu nd .  I t  a l s o  i nd i c a t ed  t ha t  ma jo r  

f u nd r a i s i n g  d r i v es  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  f ro m Lo n d o n  u s in g  th e  h i gh e s t  

go v e r nm en t a l  c h ann e l s .  Th i s  m ess a ge  f r om  Lo r d  M a yo r ’ s  

C omm i t t ee  w as  ad d re s sed  t o  t he  Qu een ’ s  r e p r es en t a t i v e  i n  

A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  G ov er n o r  G en e r a l  ( Se e  fu l l  t ex t  i n  t h e  A pp en d ix ) .  

 

In  1 9 1 8  D r  Al ex and e r  Le e p e r , 13 t h e  f i r s t  wa r d en  o f  T r i n i t y  

C o l l e ge  i n  M elb ou rn e  w as  a pp o i n t ed  as  p r e s id e n t  o f  F r i en ds  o f  

A r m en i a ,  r e p l a c in g  th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  t he  o r ga n i s a t i on ,  R e v .  

A .  R .  Eb bs . 14 In  h i s  d i a r y,  2  J u l y 1 9 18 ,  D r  Le e p e r  w ro t e :  “A s k ed  

2  j o i n  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a ” . 15  

 

In  1 9 1 9  in  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A RG ,  t h e  t r ea su r e r  o f  

F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a ,  W .  H .  E d ga r ,  ap pe a l ed  a ga in  to  

M e lb ou rn i an s :  “ The  p r es en t  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  p eo p le s  

c o ns t i t u t e s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t r a ge d ie s  i n  t h e  h i s to r y o f  m an k in d  

. . . o u r  co mmi t t ee  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p l ac in g  an o t h e r  u r ge n t  ap p ea l  b e fo r e  

t h e  ge n e ro us  p ub l i c  o f  Vi c to r i a ” . 16 T h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f  Th e  A RG  o f  
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t h e  sa m e  d a y s u p por t ed  t h e  a pp e a l  m ade  on  b e h a l f  o f  F r i en ds  o f  

A r m en i a :  

 

“ A u s t r a l i a n s  e n j o y i n g  t h e  c o mf o r t s  o f  l i f e  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p e a c e  c a n  

f o r m  n o  i d e a  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  e n d u r e d  b y  t h e  A r me n i a n  p e o p l e .  T h i s  

C h r i s t i a n  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  s t o r m  c e n t r e  o f  E u r o p e  h a s  f o r  y e a r s  b e e n  t h e  

s c e n e  o f  T u r k i s h  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  o f  t h e  r i v a l r i e s  o f  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s . . . me n ,  w o me n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a ve  b e e n  s p a r e d  f r o m 

T u r k i s h  b u t c h e r y  a r e  i n  w a n t  o f  t h e  b a r e s t  n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  l i f e .  T h e i r  

t r a g i c  c o n d i t i o n  ma k e s  a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  a p p e a l ,  w h i c h ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  ma n y  

c a l l s  o f  c h a r i t y  a n d  h u ma n i t y ,  c a n n o t  b e  d i s r e ga r d e d ” . 17 

 

E v en  t ho u gh  th e  ex t e rm in a t io n  o f  t h e  A r m en i a ns  wa s  wi de l y 

r e p o r t ed ,  i t  a pp e a r s  t h a t  t h e  a pp e a l s  had  en c ou n t e r ed  s ome  

d i f f i cu l t i e s .  In  M ay 1 9 1 9  th e  p r es id en t  o f  F r i e nd s  o f  Arm e n i a ,  Dr  

A .  Le e p e r ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  ed i to r  ga ve  on e  o f  t h e  r e a so ns  o f  t h i s  

r e l u c t an c e :  

 

“ T h e r e  i s  a  r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  t h e  

u n h a p p y  A r me n i a n s  i s  b e i n g  s e r i o u s l y  h i n d e r e d  b y  a  f a l s e  i mp r e s s i o n  

t h a t  a t  B a k u  a  b o d y  o f  A r me n i a n  s o l d i e r s  a c t e d  t r e a c h e r o u s l y  t o w a r d s  

t h e  A l l i e s .  T h e  s t a t e me n t  i s  u t t e r l y  u n f o u n d e d ” . 18   

 

T h e  a r t i c l e  i n  q u es t i on  wa s  p r in t ed  i n  S e p t emb e r  1 91 8 .  I t  r e po r t e d  

h o w Br i t i sh  so ld i e r s  a f t e r  f i gh t in g  wi th  Tu rk i s h  t r oo ps ,  ha d  

e v a c u a t ed  Bak u  a nd  “ Ar m en i a n  t r oo ps ,  wh o  w e r e  ex p e c t ed  t o  
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c o op e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  a c t ed  t r e a ch e r ou s l y” .  I t  a l so  r e p o r t ed  

h o w A rm en i an s  r e fu s ed  t o  f i gh t  wi t h  t h e  Br i t i s h  f o r c e s  

c o mm an d ed  b y G e ne r a l  D un s t e rv i l l e . 19 

 

B C r ep o r t ed  t h e  s am e  n e ws  w i t h  a  s imi l a r  t i t l e :  E v ac ua t io n  o f  

B a ku ,  T r ea c h er y  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  T he  a r t i c l e s  ab ou t  “Ar m en i an  

t r e a ch e r y”  h a d  m a ny i n a c c u r a c i es  an d  i t  m us t  ha v e  b e en  qu i t e  

a p p a re n t  ev e n  t o  the  pu b l i c .  In  f a c t ,  r i gh t  u nd e r  th e  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  

A R G,  2 1  Se p t em b e r  1 91 8 ,  a  l e t t e r  wr i t t e n  b y a  c e r t a i n  Hor a c e  E  

W o ot e n ,  r i gh t l y  i nd i c a t ed  t ha t :  

 

“ T h e  s u f f e r i n gs  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  n a t i o n  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  h a v e  b e e n  

s o  u n s p e a ka b l e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  o b v i o u s l y  b e  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  f o l l y ,  a t  a  

s t a g e  o f  t h e  w a r  w i t h  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  A l l i e s  c l e a r l y  i n  v i e w ,  t o  t h u s  

c a s t  a w a y  t h e i r  s o l e  c h a n c e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  b y  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  h e r e d i t a r y  

f o e  w h e n  t h a t  f o e ’ s  c a u s e  i s  a l l  b u t  l o s t ” . 20  

 

A b ou t  a  mo n t h  l a t e r ,  an o t he r  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  A RG  r ev e a l e d  t h e  

“ a nx i e t y o f  t h e  A rm e ni an  co mmu ni t y i n  A us t r a l i a  t o  kn ow  th e  

f a c t s  o f  t h e  Bak u  s i t u a t i on ” .  Th e  Lo r d  M a yo r  o f  M el bo ur ne  h ad  

t e l e g r a p he d  to  Lo nd o n  r eq u es t i n g  m o re  c l a r i f i ca t i o n  a bo u t  t he  

r e p o r t ed  “ t r ea c h e r y  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s  o f  Bak u ” .  T h e  n ews  f rom  

Lo n d o n  w a s  e nc ou ra g i n g .  I t  r ev e a l e d  t h a t :  “ Th e  Bak u  A rm e n i an s  

w e re  an  i s o l a t ed  r em n an t ”  an d  th a t  “ the  po l i cy o f  t h e  A l l i e s  

t o wa r ds  A rm e n i a  r em ai ns  u n a l t e r ed ” . 21  
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I t  i s  o u t s id e  t h e  s co p e  o f  t h e  t h es i s  t o  d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  h i s to r i c a l  

a c c u r a c i es  o r  f a l s eh o ods  o f  t he  r ep or t s  o f  “A rm e n i a n  t r ea c h e r y” ,  

b u t  Ar m en i a ns  d o  no t  r em em b e r  fo nd l y  Br i t i sh  p r es e n c e  i n  t h e  

C a uc a su s  i n  t h e  p e r i od  s ho r t l y  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e .  

B r i t i s h  fo rce s  w e re  i n vo lv ed  i n  l o ca l  po l i t i c s  and  l u r ed  b y  o i l  

s i d e d  wi t h  t h e  T a t a r s  (mo d e rn  d a y A z er i s )  an d  e v en  gav e  c o n t ro l  

o f  t he  A rm en i a n  pop u l a t e d  r e g io n  o f  Ka r a b a gh  to  t he  Ta t a r s .  On  

2 0  S ep t em b e r  19 18 ,  Br i t i s h  f o r c e s  ex ec u t ed  2 0  Bo l sh ev ik  

c o m m i ss a r s .  Th e i r  l e a de r  w a s  a n  A rm en i an  b y t h e  n am e o f  S t ep a n  

S h ah umi an .    

 

D e s p i t e  t h e  sm a l l  co mp l i ca t i on s  and  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  F r i en ds  o f  

A r m en i a  m us t  h a v e  c on t in u ed  i t s  w or k  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  Ar m en i an s  

s in c e  i n  J un e  1 91 9  t h e  fu n ds  s en t  b y F r i en ds  o f  A r me n i a  t o  t h e  

Lo r d  M a yo r  o f  Lo n d o n  ha d  a l r e a d y r e a c h e d  £1 0 , 00 0 . 22 T w o  

m on th s  l a t e r ,  t h e  r e l i e f  fu nd s  r e ac h ed  £ 1 1 , 00 0 . 23  

 

T h e  th i r d  p e r io d  wa s  t he  m os t  s u c c es s f u l  an d  f r u i t fu l  r e l i e f  

p e r i od  an d  c o i nc ide d  wi t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  t o  A us t r a l i a  i n  Ma y 1 92 2  o f  

D r  Li n c o l n  W i r t  com mis s io n e r  f o r  Ne ar  E as t  R e l i e f . 24 Re por t i n g  

D r  W i r t ’ s  a r r i v a l  AR G  wr o t e :  “D r  W i r t  h as  r ec e n t l y  r e t u rne d  f rom  

t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  T u rke y. . . h e  r e p or t s  c ond i t i on s  t h e r e  as  b e in g  n o  

b e t t e r  t h an  t h e y w e r e  a t  t h e  c l os e  o f  t h e  w ar ” . 25  In  t h i s  p e r i od ,  

m o re  b r a n ch es  w ere  op e n ed  th r ou gh ou t  Aus t ra l i a  a nd  New  

Ze a l a n d .   
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In  J u l y 1 9 22 ,  D r  W i r t  t r av e l l ed  t o  S yd n e y a n d  Ne w  Ze a l an d  

( A R G ,  1 9  Au gu s t  19 2 2)  t o  o r ga n i s e  a nd  co o rd in a t e  t h e  r e l i e f  w o rk  

a n d  to  s e t  u p  b r an ch e s  o f  A rm en i an  Re l i e f  Fu nd .  E f f o r t s  w e r e  

a l so  m ad e  to  c en t r a l i s e  t h e  r e l i e f  wo r k .  Un l ik e  t h e  o th e r  p e r i od s ,  

c o l l e c t ed  fu nd s  w e re  no t  s en t  t o  Lo n d on  bu t  s p en t  i n  Au s t r a l i a  

b u yi n g  go od s  a nd  sh ip p i n g  th e m d i r ec t l y  t o  t h e  A r me n i a n  

r e f u ge e s .  N e ws p ape r  r ep o r t s  a l so  in d ic a t ed  t h a t  f r i e nd s  o f  

A r m en i a  w as  d i r e c t l y  i n vo l v ed  i n  t h e  m a n a gem e n t  o f  a n  A r m en i a n  

o r ph a n a ge  in  Le b a no n .   

 

F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  a l s o  h ad  i t s  wo men ’ s  a ux i l i a r y g r o u p .   In  

1 9 22 ,  AR G  r e po r t ed  on  h ow  t he  wom en ’ s  a ux i l i a r y o f  t h e  

A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Co mmi t t e e  h e ld  a  ge n e r a l  m e e t in g  t o  o rga n i se  a  

c a m pa i gn  to  r a i s e  fu n ds  f o r  A rm en ia n  r e l i e f . 26 

 

In  1 9 2 2  D r  W i r t  r ea c h e d  t h e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  h i s  m i s s io n ’s  su c c e s s  

w h e n  t h r ee  s h i ps  l oa d e d  wi th  d on a t io ns  w er e  s e n t  f ro m Au s t r a l i a  

t o  t h e  A rm e n i an  r e fu ge e s .  Du r i n g  a  c e re m on y a t  P r i nc e ’ s  P i e r  i n  

P or t  M elb ou r n e ,  A rc h b i sh op  Le e s  b l e s s e d  th e  H ob so n’ s  Ba y 

w h ic h  w as  c a r r yi n g  “ th e  f i r s t  co ns i gnm e n t  o f  10 0  to ns  o f  f l o o r ”  

d o na t ed  b y M e lb our n i a ns 27 ( S e e  ph o to  i n  t h e  Ap p en d ix ) .  

 

D e l i gh t e d  f ro m h i s  m i s s io n  in  A us t r a l i a  D r  W i r t  s t a t ed :  
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“ I t  f a r  e x c e e d e d  my  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  I  h a v e  n e ve r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i ke  t h e  

g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  w o r k e r .  I  l o o k  u p o n  i t  a l l  a s  mo r e  

b e a u t i f u l  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  my  l i f e .  I  d i d  n o t  b e l i e ve  t h a t  a n y  

p e o p l e  o n  e a r t h  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  w h a t  A u s t r a l i a  h a s  d o n e … d u r i n g  my  

s t a y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  1 0  d i f f e r e n t  c o mmi t t e e s  h a ve  b e e n  f o r me d ,  a n d  a l l  

a r e  h a r d  a t  w o r k ;  a n d  w e  e s t i ma t e  t h a t  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  mo n t h s  w e  

s h a l l  h a ve  c o l l e c t e d  £ 2 5 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  i n  mo n e y  o r  f o o d ” . 28 

 

N SW ’s  c on t r ib u t i on  w as  l e a th e r ,  t i n ne d  mi lk ,  a nd  l a r ge  q u an t i t y  

o f  c lo th in g  an d  w oo l l en  m at e r i a l . 29 So u t h  A us t r a l i a ’ s  c on t r i bu t io n  

w a s  f oo d  a nd  c lo th i n g . 30 

 

In  S e p t emb e r  1 92 2 ,  t h e  l a s t  ch a p t e r  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  G eno c id e  

u n fo ld e d  wh e n  t h e  n a t io n a l i s t  s o ld i e r s  o f  Mu s t ap h a  K em al  

o c c up ie d  th e  c i t y  o f  S m yr n a .  T he y b u rn e d  th e  c i t y’ s  A rme n i an  

a n d  G r e ek  q u ar t e r s ,  m as sa c r ed  t ho us a nd s  o f  G r e eks  an d  

A r m en i a ns  an d  ex pe l l e d  t h e  r e s t  f r om t h e  c i t y .  T h e  t wo  sh ip s  s en t  

f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  r e f u ge e s  d i d  no t  r e a ch  t h e i r  

d e s t i n a t i on  o f  Po r t  S a i d  ( E g yp t ) ; 31 i n s t ea d ,  t h e i r  co n t en t s  w e r e  

d i s t r i b u t ed  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  G r e ek  a nd  A rm e n i an  r e f u ge e s  wh o  h ad  

e s c a pe d  S m yr n a .   

 

S i mul t an e ous  t o  t he  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s ,  D r  W i r t  h a d  t r i e d  t o  i nv o l v e  

A u s t r a l i a ns  t o  t ak e  c h a r ge  o f  a n  o rp han a ge  in  Le b a no n .  He  

a n no un c e d  t o  m embe r s  o f  A rm e n i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd  ab ou t  t h e  

e s t a b l i sh m en t  o f  t he  o rp h an a ge  i n  19 22 .  H e  a l s o  i n fo rm ed  t h a t  
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M is s  Hi l d a  Ki n g ,  f ro m Vi c t o r i a ,  w as  ap p o in t e d  i n  ch a r ge  o f  fo od  

s up p l i e s  a nd  t wo  Au s t r a l i a ns ,  M r  an d  M r s  Kn ud so n  a s s i s t e d  h e r . 32  

 

T w o w e ek s  l a t e r ,  i n  a  l o n g  a r t i c l e ,  abo u t  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  

o r ph a n a ge ,  RE G  i n t r o du c e d  Mr  an d  Mrs  Kn ud so n  as  “ Ne w 

Ze a l a n de r s ” . 33 P e r h ap s  t h e  K nu ds on ’ s  we r e  N ew  Ze a l a nd e rs  b u t  

r e s i d i n g  in  Au s t r a l i a .    

 

O n  1 4  D e c emb e r  1 92 2 ,  a  d e l e ga t io n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  A rm en ian  

R e l i e f  Fu nd  m et  i n  M e lb ou rn e  an d  am on g  o t h e r  t h i n gs  de c i d ed  to  

a c c e p t  t h e  o f f e r  o f  M i s s  Go r do n  t o  b e co m e a  n u r s e  a t  t h e  

o r ph a n a ge  in  Le b a no n .  Th e  a r t i c l e  a l so  m en t io n ed  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  

“ s e v er a l  N ew  Ze a l an d e rs  a l r e a d y o n  t he  s t a f f  o f  t h i s  o r pha n a ge ” . 34 

T h e  s am e  r e po r t  b u t  wi t h  m o r e  de t a i l s  a n d  sp r e ad  o v e r  a n  e n t i r e  

co lum n w a s  p r in t e d  i n  MCY  t h r e e  d a ys  l a t e r . 35  

 

W h e n  r e ad in g  t h e  m at e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a ,  i t  

s t r i k e s  t h e  r ead e r  t h a t  t h e re  w as  n o  men t io n  o f  t h e  C a th o l i c  

C hu r ch  o f  A us t r a l i a .  T h i s  i mb a l a n c e  w a s  c e r t a in l y r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

p r ob le ms  in  I r e l a n d  a nd  t h e  t r ou b l e  wi t h  C a th o l i c s  an d  S in n  Fe in .   

T h e  p r es i d en t  o f  F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a ,  A l ex a nd e r  Le e p e r ,  w a s  v e r y 

a c t i v e  c am p a i gn e r  a ga i ns t  S in n  F e i n ,  a n d  h a rd l y a n y C a t h o l i c  

w o u l d  ha v e  c oo p era t e d  wi t h  D r  Le e p e r  in  h e l p i n g  th e  A rm e n i an s .   
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T o  gau ge  th e  t en s ion  be tw e e n  t h e  tw o  g r o u ps  i t  i s  i n t e r es t in g  t o  

r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t he  e d i t o r  s e n t  b y a n  a n on ym o u s  m e m b e r  o f  

A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d .   

 

T h e  w r i t e r  wa s  c omp l a in in g  a bo u t  r e por t s  t h a t :  “T h e  Ad e la i d e  

R om an  C a t ho l i c  A rch b i sh op  h a d  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  d e ed s  com mi t t ed  

b y t h e  s o ld i e r s  o f  t h e  Br i t i s h  Go v e rnmen t  w e re  g r ea t e r  t han  t h e  

A r m en i a n  a t r o c i t i e s ” .  Th e  wr i t e r  ba s ed  on  th e  r e po r t s  o f  Lo r d  

Br yc e  e x pr e s s e d  i t s  f u l l  i nd i gn a t io n  e nd in g  h i s /h e r  l e t t e r  w i t h  th e  

w o r ds :  “ I f  t he  R oma n  C a t ho l i c  B i s ho p  o f  A de l a id e  h a s  r ea l l y  

m a d e  t h e  s t a t em e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  h e  ha s  b e en  gu i l t y  o f  su ch  g r os s  

ex a gge r a t i on  a s  h a rd l y s e e m s  c r ed ib l e  i n  a  m an  p r o f e s s ing  

C h r i s t i an i t y” . 36 

 

T h e  m ain s t r e am  A us t ra l i an  p r es s  w as  b i a s ed  on  th e  I r i s h  q u es t i o n  

a n d  w as  f i rml y p r o - Br i t i s h .  I f  t he  Au s t r a l i a n  C a th o l i c  C hu r c h  h ad  

u n de r t a k en  s e pa r a t e  r e l i e f  wo rk  t o  a i d  t h e  A r me n i a ns ,  t h e  

i n fo rm a t io n  c ou l d  b e  o b t a i n ed  r e s e a r ch in g  on l y c a t h o l i c  p r e s s ,  

s i n c e  t h e re  w as  n o  i n fo rm at io n  on  ca th o l i c  a i d  i n  t h e  m ain s t r eam  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s .   

 

T h e  p r es en c e  o f  D r  W i r t  b ro u gh t  a  m ar k e d  c ha n ge  i n  t h e  w a y 

A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d  op e r a t ed  t o  t h a t  d a t e  i n  Au s t r a l i a .  W hi l e  

d u r i n g  an d  a f t e r  t he  w a r  th e  o r ga n i s a t i on  wo rk e d  c l os e l y  w i th  

Lo n d o n  M a yo r ’ s  Fun d  a nd  s e n t  a l l  t h e  c o l l e c t ed  d on a t io ns  t o  
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Lo n d o n ,  a f t e r  D r  W i r t ’ s  a r r i v a l  t h e y s t a r t ed  h e lp i n g  Ar m en i an  

r e f u ge e s  d i r e c t l y ,  byp a s s i n g  Lo n do n .  D r  W i r t ’ s  a r r i v a l  t o  

A u s t r a l i a n  sh or e s  b r o u gh t  a l s o  a  m a rke d  ch a n ge  in  t h e  wa y 

F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  c o l l e c t e d  do n a t i ons .  H e  e mp lo ye d  n ew  

m et ho ds  i n c lu d i n g  t h e  us e  o f  do c um en t a r i e s .  

 

T h e  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  AR G  t ha t  a nn ou n ce d  t h e  a r r i v a l  t o  A us t ra l i a  o f  

D r  W i r t  m en t i on ed  a l so  t h a t  t h e  s am e  “ e v e n in g ,  a t  9  o ’ c lo c k ,  i n  

S t  P au l ’ s  C a th e d ra l  Ch a p t e r  Ho us e ,  D r  L  W i r t  wi l l  sh o w th e  

t h re e - r e e l  mo v i n g  p i c tu r e  en t i t l e d ,  “ Al i c e  i n  Hu n ge r l a nd”  t ak en  

b y t h e  In t e rn a t io n a l  F i l m  C om p an y’ s  o f f i c i a l  ph o t o gr ap he r  du r i n g  

a  r e c en t  t ou r  t h r ough  A rm e ni a  a nd  t he  C au c as us ” . 37 En qu i r i e s  t o  

f i nd  mo r e  d e t a i l s  ab o u t  t h i s  mo v i e  r em ai n ed  f r u i t l e s s .  I t  a pp e a r ed  

n o  o ne  h a d  e v er  h ea r d  o f  “ Al i ce  i n  H un ge r l an d ” .  Dr  W i r t  s ho w e d  

t h e  do c um en ta r y i n  m an y l o c a l i t i e s  d u r i n g  f un d r a i s in g  d r i v es  i n  

M e lb ou rn e .  

 

In  1 9 2 0 ,  ap p rox im at e l y t w o  ye a r s  b e fo r e  D r  W i r t ’ s  a r r i va l  i n  

M e lb ou rn e  an d  th e  s c r e en in g  o f  “ Al i c e  i n  Hu n ge r l an d ” ,  t he  f i lm  

“ A u c t io n  o f  S ou l s ” 38 w a s  s c r e en e d  in  Me l bo ur n e .  I t  w a s  t he  f i r s t  

m ov ie  ab ou t  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e  an d  i t  w a s  m a d e  i n  t h e  USA  

i n  19 19 .  Th e  m ov i e  w a s  ba s ed  o n  th e  au to b i o gr ap h y o f  A ur o r a  

( A r sh a l u ys )  M a r d i ga n i an  a  1 9 - ye a r - o l d  su r v i vo r  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  

G e n o c id e  w ho  h a d  p l a ye d  h e r s e l f  i n  t he  mo v i e .  On l y a  s egm e n t  o f  

t w en t y m i nu te s  r ema i n ed  o f  t h e  o r i g ina l  mo v i e .  I t  d e p i c t ed  t h e  
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s u f fe r in g  o f  Ar m en i a ns  d u r in g  th e  ge no c id e ,  bu rn in g  o f  ch u r ch e s ,  

k i l l i n gs ,  fo r c ed  m ar c h e s  an d  r a p e  o f  wo m en  d u r in g  th e  

d e po r t a t i o ns  an d  c on c lu d ed  w i th  t h e  c ru c i f i x io n  o f  n a k ed  

A r m en i a n  w om en .  A  r e a l  h o r r o r  m ov ie  o f  t h e  t im e ,  a nd  

ex t r a o rd i n a r y t o  s ho w  c r u c i f i e d  an d  na k e d  w om en  in  t h e  1 9 20 ’s .   

 

A l t ho u gh  th i s  w as  n o t  a  do c um en ta r y b u t  a  m ov i e  b as ed  o n  th e  

a c c o un t s  o f  a  s u r v i v o r ,  t h e r e  w a s  e v i de n c e  t h a t  t h e  m o v i e  w a s  

u s ed  t o  a pp e a l  f o r  fu n ds .  Th e  mo v i e  wa s  s ho wn  “u nd e r  t he  

au sp i ce s  o f  t h e  com mi t t ee  o f  t h e  S yd n e y A r m e n i an  R e l i e f  Fun d ” . 39 

In  a  l e t t e r  a dd r es sed  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  H era ld  D r  A l ex an d e r  

Le e p e r  w r o t e :  

 

“ T h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  t e l l  u s  t h a t  t h e  r e mn a n t  l e f t  u n d e r  O t t o ma n  r u l e  i s  

t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  e x t e r mi n a t i o n .  M o n e y  i s  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d e d …  I t  i s  

f e l t  b y  t h e  “ F r i e n d s  o f  A r me n i a ”  t h a t  t h e  f i l m  n o w  b e i n g  s h o w n  ma y  

p o w e r f u l l y  h e l p  t h e i r  c a u s e …  T h e  ma n a ge me n t  h a s  g e n e r o u s l y  

p r o mi s e d  a  s h a r e  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  

F u n d …  T h o s e  w h o  a f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  f i l m  ma y  f e e l  t h e i r  h e a r t s  mo v e d  

w i t h  p i t y  w i l l  p e r h a p s  w i s h  t o  s e n d  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  A r me n i a n  

F u n d … ” 40 

 

T h e r e  w as  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  s c r e en i n g  o f  an o th e r  d oc um e nt a r y 

b y R e v .  J .  E .  C r es sw e l l  “ th e  A us t r a l as i a n  n a t i on a l  s e c r e t a r y f o r  

t h e  A rm en i an  R e l i e f  Fun d ” . 41 R ev  C r es sw e l l  h a d :  

 



 

 

 

238

“ R e t u r n e d  f r o m a n  e x t e n s i v e  t o u r  o f  t h e  N e a r  E a s t . . . A  f i l m  w i l l  b e  

p r i v a t e l y  s c r e e n e d  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  r e l i e f  w o r k  i n  w h i c h  A u s t r a l i a  i s  

t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  A r me n i a .  M r  C r e s s w e l l  w a s  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  s o me  

i n t e r e s t i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  s h o w n  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i me  a t  t h i s  me e t i n g ” . 42  

 

T h e  ph o t o gr ap hs  and  t h e  do c um en ta r y f i l m  b r ou gh t  b y R e v .  

C r es w el l  w er e  f i r s t  h an d  e v i de n c es  co l l e c t e d  b y a n  A us t r a l i a n  

s ou r c e .  W h i l e  C EW  B e a n  a nd  A G E ’ s  co r r es po nd e n t  i n  M id d l e  

E a s t  co l l ec t ed  e ye w i t n es s  a c co un t s ,  R e v  C r es w el l  v i s i t ed  A rm en ia  

a n d  Mi dd l e  E a s t  a nd  co l l e c t ed  v i s u a l  ev i d e n ce .   

 

In  t h i s  p e r i od ,  a dv er t i s em en t s  s t a r t e d  ap p e a r in g  in  n e ws p ap e r s  

a p p e a l i n g  fo r  do n a t i on s .  T h e y m a i n l y a p p e ar e d  in  R E G  an d  o t h e r s  

i n  AR G  (S ee  s a mple s  o f  t h e  ad v er t i s em en t s  i n  t h e  A pp end ix ) .  

 

6.3 Conclusion 
 
 

In d eed  a r t i c l e s  p ub l i sh e d  in  t h e  Au s t ra l i an  p r es s  o n  t h e  r e l i e f  

e f f o r t s  f rom  Au s t r a l i a ,  h ad  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e ,  no t  o n l y f o r  

A r m en i a ns  b u t  a l s o  f o r  Au s t r a l i a ns ,  s i n c e  a l l  t he  p r o t a gon i s t s  

w e r e  Aus t ra l i an s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t ha t  A rm e n i a ns  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  

k n ow n  n a t i on  com pa r e d  to  m a n y E u r ope a n  n a t io ns  w ho  s u f f e r e d  

d u r i n g  th e  wa r ,  l i ke  Be l g ium  an d  F r a nc e ,  com p as s io n a t e  

A u s t r a l i a ns  d ed i ca t e d  t h e i r  t im e  a nd  e f f o r t  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t he  
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s u f fe r in gs  o f  t h e  su r v iv o r s  o f  t h e  ge n oc i d e .  H o we v e r ,  t h e i r  

t i r e l e s s  wo rk  an d  de d i ca t i on  r e ma in s  un r e c o gn i s e d .  T h e i r  

a r c h i v es ,  i f  ev e r  f ou n d ,  w ou ld  r e v e a l  a  t r e a su r e  o f  do c um e n t s  o n  

t h e  A rm en i an  G e noc i d e  an d  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  o r ga n i s ed  i n  Aus t ra l i a .   

 

M e m b e rs  o f  Fr i en ds  o f  A r m e n i a ,  wh o  a s s i s t ed  t h e  Ar m en i a n  

o r ph a n a ge  in  An t e l i a s  Le b a n on ,  w i tn es s ed  f i r s t  h a nd  t he  p l i gh t  o f  

t h e  su rv iv o rs  a nd  he a r d  t h e i r  h o r r o r  s to r i e s .  O th e r  m em ber s  o f  

F r i e nd s  o f  Ar m en i a  a c c om p a n i e d  t h e  r e l i e f  s h i p s  t o  o ve r se e  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i on  t o  t h e  r e f u ge e s  a nd  t h e  s u r v i v o r s .  T h e i r  

c o r r es po nd e n c es  o r  d i a r i e s ,  i f  k ep t ,  c ou ld  co n t a i n  v a lu a b le  

m at e r i a l  on  th e  Arm e n i an  Ge no c id e .  I f  Re v .  J  C  C re s we l l ’ s  

d o cu m en t a r y m a te r i a l  i s  e ve r  fo un d  i t  w i l l  su r e l y c o n t a i n  f u r t h e r  

v a l u a b l e  do c um en t a r y e v i d en c e  f r om  a n  Au s t r a l i an  s ou r ce  on  t h e  

p l i gh t  o f  t h e  s u rv i vo r s  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  G en o c id e .   

 

B e c a u s e  o f  m a j o r  d i v i s i o ns  w i t h i n  t he  A u s t r a l i a n  so c i e t y,  m a i n l y 

b e tw e e n  An g l i c a ns ,  P r o t e s t an t s  a nd  C a t ho l i c s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  no t  

c o op e r a t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  F r i e nd s  o f  A rm e n i a  a nd  A r me n i an  R e l i e f  

Fu n d .  T h i s  w as  no t  su r p r i s in g  co ns id e r i n g  th e  t en s i on  in  I r e l a n d  

an d  i t s  r ep e rcu s s i on s  i n  A us t r a l i a .  M an y o f  t h e  p ro min en t  

m em b ers  o f  F r i en ds  o f  A r men i a ,  i n c l ud in g  i t s  p r es id en t  D r  

A l ex a nd e r  Le e p e r  an d  t h e  l o n g- t i m e  t r e a s u re r  W  H Ed ga r  M LC ,  

w e r e  I r i s h  P r o t e s t an t s .  W hi l e  t en s io ns  r a n  h i gh  o n  t h e  I r i s h  

q u es t i o n  du r in g  and  a f t e r  W W I,  i t  was  n o t  r e a l i s t i c  t h a t  D r  
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M a nn ix , 43 t h e  Ca th o l i c  A r c hb i sh op  o f  Me l bo ur n e ,  an d  D r  

A l ex a nd e r  Le e p e r  w o u l d  ha v e  c oo p era t e d  on  A rm e n i an  r e l i e f  

w h i l e  b e in g  a t  od ds  w i th  e ac h  o t h e r  o n  th e  I r i s h  p r ob l em.   

 

D e s p i t e  t h e  o bv i ous  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  A rme n i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd  

p r o gr es s ed  g r ad u a l ly  f r o m  t h e  wo r k  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  c on c e rne d  

i nd iv i du a l s  t o  an  o r ga n i s a t i o n  wi th  d oz en s  o f  b r a n ch es  and  s ub -

b r a n ch es  a c r os s  A us t ra l i a  a nd  p os s ib l y  a l s o  i n  N e w Ze a l an d .  Th e  

s u c c es s  t h e y a c h i e ve d  w as  du e  t o  t h e  de t e rmi n a t i on ,  t h e  t i r e l es s  

e f f o r t s  o f  m em b er s  o f  F r i en ds  o f  A rm en i a ,  t h e  An g l i c an ,  

P r es b yt e r i a n  a nd  o th e r  ch ur c h es  w ho  ha d  l e n t  t h e i r  f u l l  s up p or t  t o  

h e lp  t h e  s u rv i vo r s .   

 

W h i l e  mo s t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e  w e re  f r om 

o v e rs e as  s ou r c es ,  t h e  m at e r i a l  on  t h e  r e l i e f  w or k  w a s  ex c l us i v e  t o  

t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  p re s s .  T he  m ai n  i n fo r ma t i on -  ev e n t s ,  d a t es ,  na m es  

o f  p e op le ,  on  F r i e nd s  o f  A rm en i a  a nd  A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d-  

w e r e  o n l y f o un d  in  n e w sp ap e r s ,  m ak ing  t h em th e  p r i ma r y  so u r c e  

o f  im po r t a n t  d o cume n t s  o n  t h e  A rm e n ia n  G en oc id e  a nd  t he  r e l i e f  

w o r k  un de r t a k en  i n  A us t r a l i a  t o  a i d  t he  su r v i v o rs .  

 

T h e  m at e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  c ha p t e r  w a s  ve r y  l im i t ed  an d  th e  c ha p t e r  

w a s  k ep t  sh o r t  b e cau s e  o f  un a va i l ab i l i t y  o f  t h e  m at e r i a l .  

                                                 
1 I have not studied newspapers in WA and Northern Territories, and the six newspapers I studied do not give any information 
about the two named states. 
Endnotes continued on the next page 
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25 Armenian Relief, ARG, 3 July 1922. 
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29 Ibid. 
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Australian orphanage, MCY, 30 Dec. 1922. 
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Chapter 7 Conclusion 
 

 

I t  i s  a  c o in c id en c e  t h a t  on l y h o u r s  s e pa r a t e  tw o  d a t es  s o  

i mp or t an t  t o  t h e  A rm e n i an  (2 4  Ap r i l  19 1 5 ,  A rm e n i an  G eno c id e )  

a n d  A us t r a l i a n  n a t io ns  (2 5  Ap r i l  19 15 ,  A nz ac  l a nd i n g  a t  

G a l l i po l i ) ,  an d  th e  o n l y p e o p l e  w ho  h av e  co ns c i e n t i ou s l y r e p o r t ed  

b o t h  e v en t s  w e r e  co n t em po r a r y A u s t ra l i a n  j o u r n a l i s t s .   

 

T o da y’ s  m ed i a  ap pr o a c h  t h e  su b j e c t  o f  th e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e  

c a u t io us l y,  o f t en  ex p r es s in g  do ub t s  ab o u t  t h e  v e r ac i t y  o f  t h e  

e v e n t s  b y u s in g  th e  w o rd  “ a l l e ge d ”  o r  g i v in g  eq u a l  co ve ra ge  t o  

t h e  Tu r k i s h  d en i a l  a r gu m en t s  ( s e c t i on  2 . 5 . 1 )  wh i c h  i s  i n  s t a rk  

c o n t r as t  t o  t h e  r e por t s  an d  e d i t o r i a l s  o f  t h e  p e r io d ,  wh ic h  w e r e  

w r i t t en  w i th  con v i c t i o n  an d  wi th ou t  r e s e rv a t i on s  ab ou t  t he  

t r u th f u ln e ss  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  a s  ex p l a i n ed  in  C ha p t e r  5 .   

 

T h e  su b j e c t  o f  t h e  m a ss a c re s  o f  A rm en i an s  w as  n o t  a  n ov e l t y  f o r  

A u s t r a l i an  j ou r n a l i s t s  s i n c e  t h e  t o p i c  o f  T u rk i sh  a t ro c i t i e s  aga i ns t  

t h e  A rm en i ans  w as  an  i n t e rn a t io n a l  n ew s  i t em  s t a r t i n g  mid  

1 8 90 ’s .  M an y A u s t r a l i a n  v e t e ra n  j o u rn a l i s t s  mu s t  h av e  co v e r ed  

a l so  th e  p r ev io us  ma s s  k i l l i n g  o f  A rm en i an s  i n  19 09  an d  m id  

1 8 90 ’s  ( s e c t i on  3 .3 . 2 ) .  Bu t  t h e  n e ws  co mi n g  o u t  o f  Ot toma n  

T u rk e y s t a r t i n g  1 91 5  l e f t  no  d ou b t  t ha t  t h e  i n t en t io n  o f  t h e  Yo un g  

T u rk  gov e r nm en t  ( s e c t i on  3 .3 .3 )  w a s  m o re  s in i s t e r ,  an d  th e  
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m a gn i tu d e  o f  t h e  k i l l i n gs  n o t  c om p ar ab l e  t o  th e  p r ev io us  

m a ss a c re s .   

 

T h us ,  t w o  de c a d es  b e f o re  t h e  ad op t i on  o f  t h e  U NC G a nd  t h e  

c r e a t i on  o f  t h e  w o rd  “ ge no c i d e ”  b y Le m ki n  ( s e c t i o n  2 . 2 ) ,  

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  w e r e  f a c ed  wi t h  a  n e w  t yp e  o f  c r ime  a nd ,  

l e f t  t o  t h e i r  o wn  inge n u i t y ,  h a d  t o  d ea l  wi t h  t h e  d e f in i t i on  o f  

ge n o c id e .  In  m an y i ns t a n c es  t h e y s u c ce e d e d  i n  d e f in in g  i t  w i t h  

m o re  p o w er f u l  s en t e n c e s  t h an  t he  cu r re n t  ov e ru s ed  w o rd  

ge n o c id e .  Fo r  ex amp l e  t h e  op e n i n g  s en t e n ce  o f  t he  ed i to r i a l  o f  

MCY :  “T h e re  i s  no  r o om  f o r  do ub t  t h a t  t h e  T u rk s  a r e  m a k in g  a  

d e t e r min e d  e f fo r t  t o  wi pe  t h e  A rm en ian  pe op l e  o f  t h e  f a ce  o f  t h e  

e a r t h ” , 1 do e s  no t  l e av e  an y c o n f us i on  o r  do ub t  a bo u t  t h e  me a n in g  

o f  t he  s e n t en c e  an d  e n c ap su l a t e s  t h e  es s en c e  o f  t h e  w o rd  

ge n o c id e  ( s ec t i on  2 . 3 ) .   

 

E v en  i f  I  h a d  t a k en  th e  f i r s t  e l em e n t  o f  U NC G’ s  d e f in i t i on  an d  

c l as s i f i e d  t h e  n ew s  r e po r t s  un d er  t h a t  t i t l e  ( s e c t i on  5 .2 ) ,  t h e  

e v id e nc e  wo u ld  h av e  b e e n  ov e r wh e l mi n g  an d  c on c l us i v e  t h a t  t h e  

c r im e  o f  gen o c i de  w a s  i n d e ed  com mi t t ed  and  t h a t  Au s t r a l i an  

p r e s s  h ad  co v e re d  th e  ev e n t s  ad e qu a t e ly .   T h e  s t r on g  bo nds  t h a t  

l i n ke d  A us t r a l i a  on  a l l  l ev e l s  o f  s o c i e ty  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a f f e c t ed  

t h e  o r i en t a t io n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  ( s e c t i on  4 .2 ) .  I  h a v e  no  

d o ub t  t ha t  a  r e s e a rc h  i n  t h e  B r i t i sh  p re s s  wi l l  r e ve a l  t h e  s a m e  

v i s i b l e  t r en d  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s  t h a t  t h e  m ain  t a r ge t  o f  wa r  
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p r op a ga n d a  w as  t h e  G e rm a ns ,  wh i l e  Tur k s  b e ca m e t h e  f ocu s  o f  

t h e  p r e s s ’  a t t en t io n  m ain l y i n  co nn e c t io n  w i th  t he  A rm en ia n  

G e n o c i d e  an d  no t  be c a u se  t h e y w e r e  a t  w a r  wi t h  t he  co un t r y.   

 

Wh a tev e r  t h e  l im i t a t i on s ,  Au s t r a l i an  j o u rn a l i s t s  no t  on l y h a d  

a d e qu a t e l y c o v e r e d  th e  A r me n i a n  G eno c id e  a s  d es c r i b ed  i n  

C h ap t e r  5 ,  bu t  w i t h  th e i r  r e po r t s  a nd  ed i t o r i a l s  h a d  a l so  l a i d  t h e  

g ro u nd w ork  fo r  a  su cces s fu l  r e l i e f  e f fo r t  an d  cou ld  l e g i t im a t e l y 

c l a i m  t h e i r  sh a r e  o f  su c c es s  i n  b r i n gin g  a bo u t  t h e  Ar m en i a n  

R e l i e f  Fu nd .   

 

C h ap t e r  6  d i s cu ss ed  t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  b y A u s t r a l i an s  an d  t h e i r  

s ym p a th i es  a t  t h e  t r a g i c  f a t e  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an s .  I f  t h e  Ot to m an  

T u rk i s h  go v er nm e n t  h a d  no t  a t t e mpt e d  to  ex te rm in a t e  t h e  

A r m en i a ns  b u t  o n l y  “ r e l o c a t ed ”  t he m,  a s  c l a im e d  b y t h e  Tu r k i sh  

go v e r nm en t ,  i t  i s  no t  po ss i b l e  t h a t  Aus t ra l i an s ,  t he ms e l ve s  u nd e r  

f i na n c i a l  s t r a in  c a us e d  b y t h e  w ar ,  w ou ld  h a v e  r a i s e d  f und s ,  s e n t  

r e l i e f  sh ip s  an d  spo ns o r ed  an  o rp h an age  i n  Le b a n o n  wi t h  

v o l un te e r s  f ro m Aus t ra l i a  a nd  N e w  Zea l a nd .   

 

A n o t he r  d e sc r ip t o r  u s ed  i n  t h e  me d i a  to d a y,  a s  me n t i on e d  in  

c h a p t e r  1 ,  i s  t h e  wo r d  “ yo u n g  tu rk ”  ap p l i e d  a s  a  com pl im e n t a r y 

t e rm .   I s  t h e r e  an y i nd i ca t i o n  t h a t  i t s  u s e  o r i g in a t ed  f ro m WW I 

e r a  wh e n  t h e  Y ou ng  T u rk  gov e r nm en t  r u l e d  th e  O t to m an  E mp i r e?  

Is  i t  p os s ib l e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  o f  W W I r e p o r t ed  Yo un g  Tu r ks ’  
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ex t e rmin a t io n  o f  Arm en i an s  an d  a t  t h e  s am e  t im e  u s ed  the  w ords ,  

w h ich  p e r s on i f i ed  t h e  ev i l ,  t o  comp l imen t  f e l l o w Au s t r a l i an s?   

 

T h e  p ro b l em s  a nd  qu e s t i on s  d i sc us s ed  i n  s ec t i ons  1 . 2  an d  7 . 1  ha d  

c o n c er n ed  m e  f o r  m a n y ye a r s  a n d  a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e  h ad  m ot i v a t ed  

m e  to  b e g i n  t h e  r ese a r c h  to  t r y  a n d  f i nd  t h e  a ns w er s .   

 
 

7.1 Conclusions about the research problem 
 
 

O n e  o f  t h e  r e a so ns  t h a t  l ed  m e  to  t h i s  r e s e a r ch  w a s  t h e  c on t i nu a l  

u s e  o f  t h e  ex p r es s io n  “ yo u n g  tu r k”  b y  to d a y’ s  A u s t r a l i a n  m ed i a .  I  

s t i l l  c an no t  un d er s t a n d  ho w  A us t r a l i ans  c an  u s e  t h e  t e rm  in  a  

p os i t i v e  m a nn e r  w h i l e  co n t i nu in g  to  co mm em o ra t e  t h e  Anz a c s  

w h o  f ou gh t  t h e  a rmi e s  o f  t h e  Yo un g  Tu r ks ’  gov e rn me n t  a t  

G a l l i po l i  a nd  P a l e s t in e .  Du r i n g  m y r e se a r c h ,  I  c o u l d  no t  f i nd  an y 

r e f e r e nc e  t o  “ yo u ng  t u rk ”  us e d  b y t h e  p r es s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y a s  a  co m p l i m e n t a r y p h r a s e .  O n  t h e  co n t r a r y,  t h e  p r e s s  o f  

W W I o f t en  d i r e c t l y  a c c us ed  Yo un g  Tur k  l e ad e rs  o f  t he  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s .  U nq u es t io n ab l y,  t h e  mo d er n  d a y 

u s a ge  o f  t h e  w o rd  as  a  c om pl im e n t a r y p h r as e  d oe s  no t  h av e  i t s  

r o o t s  i n  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p r e s s  o f  1 91 5- 19 2 3 .   

 

D u r i n g  WW I A u s t ra l i ans ,  i n c l ud in g  Br i t i s h  m i g ran t s ,  w ere  

f a m i l i a r  wi t h  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  Tu r ks  h ad  m a s s a c r e d  l a r ge  numb e r s  o f  

A r m en i a ns .  S t a r t i ng  f r om  mi d  1 9 t h  c en tu r y,  A us t r a l i an  
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n e w sp ap e r s  e ch o i ng  Br i t i s h  a nd  th e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  p r es s ,  ha d  

r e gu l a r l y  r e p o r t ed  t h e  wid e sp r e ad  m ass a c r es  o f  A rm e n i a ns  i n  

O t t om an  Tu rk e y.  A  p a r t i a l  r e s e a r ch  in  t h e  A R G  r ev e a l e d  t h a t  

b e t w e e n  M a y a n d  De c e m b e r  o f  18 96  t he  p ap e r  h ad  p r i n t e d  8 1  

a r t i c l e s  a nd  ed i to r i a l s ,  o n  t h e  on go in g  m as sa c r e  o f  A rm en i an s  b y 

t h e  h an ds  o f  t h e  T ur k s . 2 In  c om p ar i s on ,  o n l y 4 2  a r t i c l e s  a pp e a r ed  

i n  t h e  s am e  p ap e r  du r in g  t h e  h e i gh t  o f  t h e  d ep or t a t i on s  and  

m a ss a c re s  b e t w e en  M a y a n d  D e c em b e r  1 91 5 .  T h e  m a ss a c re s  o f  

1 8 96  w e re  l o ca l i z ed  a t ro c i t i e s  wh i l e  du r in g  19 15  th e  en t i r e  

A r m en i a n  po pu l a t io n  w a s  de po r t e d  a nd  ex t e r min a t ed  a nd  sh ou ld  

h a v e  r e c e i ve d  mu ch  wi de r  co v er a ge .  T h us ,  ev e n  th e  a l l u s io n  o f  

a n y w a r  p ro p a gan da  i s  p o in t l e s s .   

 

A s  t h e  t h es i s  do c um e n t ed ,  f o r  s e v en  ye a r s  n e w sp ap e r s  ha d  

b r ou gh t  hom e  t he  l i t a n y o f  v io l e n c e  aga i n s t  a  p e op l e  who  w er e  

ex p e l l e d  f ro m  t h e i r  a n c es t r a l  h om el a nd ,  m as sa c r e d  wi t h  ax e s ,  

s w or ds ,  kn iv es ,  b u rn t  t o  d e a t h ,  h a n ged ,  d r o wn ed ,  r a p ed ,  so ld  as  

s l av es ,  s t a rv e d  to  de a t h  an d  ex t e rmi n a t e d  wi t h  un im a g in ab l e  

c r u e l t y .  T h e  d i f f e re n c e  b e t w e en  t h e  ne w s  r e po r t s  o f  m id  1 9 t h  

c e n tu r y t o  19 09  and  19 15 -1 92 3  w as  i n  th e  w o rd in gs .  W h i l e  t h e  

ed i to r i a l s  an d  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  1 89 6  d i s cu ss e d  th e  m ass  k i l l i n gs  o f  

A r m eni a ns  an d  l a me n t ed  th e  a t ro c i t i e s ,  t h e  W W I r e p o r t s  c l e a r l y  

i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  i t  w en t  f a r  b e yo n d  t h e  us u a l  m as s ac r e  a nd  th e  

p u rp os e  w a s  t o t a l  ex t e r mi na t i on .   I f  t he  p r es s  h a d  m ad e  on l y a  

p a ss in g  r e fe r e n ce  to  t h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  A rm e n i an s  o r  p r i n t ed  
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a r t i c l e s  t h a t  d id  n o t  ex p l a i n  t h e  f u l l  r ea l i t y  o f  w h a t  w a s  

h a pp e n i n g ,  t h e y w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  to  t h e i r  r e ad e rs  t h e  imp r e s s i on  

o f  an o t he r  m as s ac re  o f  A rm en i an s ,  b u t  n o t  o f  t h e i r  ge no c i d e .     

 

In  t h e  ab s en c e  o f  t h e  wo rd  “ ge no c i d e”  a nd  “ e t h n i c  c l e ans i n g” ,  

n e w sp ap e r s  ga v e  the  m ea n i n g  o f  t h e  ye t  u nn am e d  c r i me  aga i n s t  

h um a n i t y b y u s i n g  s p e c i a l  ex pr e s s i on s  a s  d i sc us s ed  in  s e c t io n  

2 . 3 .  D e c ad e s  b e f o re  t h e  a do p t io n  o f  UN C G a nd  th e  i n t e rna t i on a l  

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r d  “ ge no c i d e ”  Au s t r a l i a n  n ew sp a p er s  p r i n t e d  

a l l  o f  t he  e l em e n t s  o f  UNC G  th a t  t od ay  w e  t a k e  a s  a  gu ide  t o  

d e f i n e  ge n o c id e .  Th e  wid e  co v er a ge  o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e  

a n d  th e  w o rd i n gs  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l s  t e s t i f y  t h a t  A us t r a l i an  e d i to r s  

a n d  jo u rn a l i s t s  ha d  a  c l e a r  un d er s t an d i n g  t ha t  t h e  T ur k i sh  

go v e r nm en t  w as  c a r r yi n g  o u t  t he  t o t a l  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  t h e  

A r m en i an  po pu l a t i o n .  Th e  in fo rm at i on  p r in t e d  i n  t h e  A us t ra l i an  

n e w sp ap e r s  do es  no t  su pp o r t  i n  an y w a y t h e  de n i a l  a r gum e n t s  o f  

t h e  Tu r k i s h  go v e rnm e n t  a nd  t h e  a c co un t s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  co r r esp on d  wi th  t h e  r ep o r t s  o f  

e ye w i t n es s es  an d  su r v i vo rs  o f  t h e  ge no c id e .   

 

A l t ho u gh  th e  A us t ra l i a n  p r es s  o f  1 91 5- 1 92 3  us e d  ex t en s iv e l y t h e  

w o r d  “C hr i s t i an ”  t o  i d en t i f y  t h e  A r men i an s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no  

i nd i c a t i o ns  t h a t  r e l i g i on  h ad  p l a ye d  a ny  p a r t  i n  r ep o r t i n g  t h e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  f o r  se v e r a l  r e as ons :  
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•  T h e  A us t r a l i an  p r es s  h ad  u s ed  th e  s am e  m et ho d  t o  i d e n t i f y

 A r m en i a ns  d u r in g  th e  m as s a c r e s  o f  19 t h  c e n t u r y.  

•  D u r i n g  W W I,  G e rma n s ,  wh o  p r o f es s e d  Ch r i s t i a n i t y ,  w e r e  t h e

 m ai n  t a r ge t s  o f  w a r  p ro pa ga n d a .  

•  T h e  p r es s  us ed  t h e  s a me  ex p r ess io n  to  i d e n t i f y  G r e e ks  and

 o th e r  C h r i s t i an  mi no r i t i e s .  

•  T h e  p r es s  d id  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  T ur k i sh  go v e rn me n t  w i th

 t h e i r  r e l i g i on ,  t hu s  th e r e  w e r e  no  t i t l e s  o r  r e f e r e n c es

 a c c u s in g  t h e  M us l i m  gov e r nm en t  o f  k i l l i n g  C h r i s t i a n

 A r m en i a ns .  Th e  abs o l u t e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a nd

 e d i t o r i a l s  ac c us e d  t h e  T u rk i s h  go ve r nm e n t  a nd  t h e  Tu rk s  o f

 ex t e r min a t in g  th e  A r m en i a ns  an d  no t  t h e  v a gue  wo r d

 “M us l im ” .  

 

A f t e r  t w o  ye a r s  o f  r e s e a r ch  a nd  r e ad i ng  h u nd r ed s  o f  a r t i c l e s  an d  

ed i to r i a l s ,  i t  i s  ev id en t  t o  m e  th a t  t h e  a t t i t ud e  o f  t h e  A us t r a l i an  

p r e s s  o f  19 15 - 19 23  w a s  d i s t in c t l y  d i f fe r e n t  f r om  t od a y’ s  m e d i a .  

T h e  d i f f e re n c e  b e tw e e n  n e ws  r e po r t s  p r in t e d ,  wi t ho u t  

r e s e rv a t io ns ,  b e t w ee n  1 91 5 -1 92 3  a nd  to d a y’ s  m e d i a ,  t h a t  r a i s e s  

d o ub t  b y g i v in g  e qu a l  c ov e r a ge  t o  t h e  A rm e n i an  G en oc ide  a nd  

T u rk i s h  d en i a l ,  c a n  b e  su mm a r iz ed  th us :  

 

•  T h e  ex t e rmi n a t i on  o f  Ar m en i a ns  b e t we e n  1 91 5 -1 92 3  w as  a

 c u r r en t  e ve n t .  P e op l e  a l s o  r em em b e r ed  t h e  w i d e sp r e ad

 m a ss a c re s  o f  18 90 ’s  an d  th e  m as sa c r es  o f  19 09  i n  t h e  c i t y
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 o f  Ad an a .  Th us ,  b ac k  t h en  th e  ev i d en ce  o f  ge n oc id e  w a s

 i r r e fu t a b l e .  T o da y t h e  A us t r a l i a n  m e d i a  a nd  p op u la t i on  a r e

 d i s t a n c ed  b y a l m o s t  a  c en t u r y f r om  t he  t r a g i c  e v en t s  a nd

 o n l y m e m b e rs  o f  t he  A us t r a l i a n  A rm e n i a n  c om m uni t y k e e p

 t h e  m e mo r y o f  t he  m a ss a c re s  a nd  ge noc i d e  a l i v e .  

•  Be t w e en  1 91 5 -1 92 3 ,  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  su r v i vo rs  an d  o rp han s

 o f  t he  ge no c i d e  w as  a  p a l pa b l e  c u r re n t  t r a ge d y w i t n e s s e d  b y

 m a n y A u s t r a l i a ns .  To d a y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r e fu ge e  c a mps  i n

 Le b a n o n  an d  S yr i a ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r i v i n g  A r m en i a n

 co mmu ni t i e s .  

•  D u r i n g  W W I O t t oma n  T u rk e y w a s  an  en e m y o f  A us t r a l i a .

 T o da y i t  i s  a  f r i en d l y c o u n t r y w i t h  an  e m b ass y a n d

 c o ns u l a t e s  i n  v a r iou s  c i t i e s  t h ro u gho u t  Aus t r a l i a  a nd  a

 l a r ge  T u rk i sh  co mm un i t y.  A r m e n i a  do e s  no t  h av e  a

 r ep r es en t a t i on  i n  Au s t r a l i a  an d  th e  A rm e n i an  co mmu ni t y i s

 m u ch  sm a l l e r  t h an  t h e  Tu r k i s h  on e .  Th us ,  T ur ks  h a v e  m or e

 a d v an t a ge  t o  s p r e ad  t h e i r  m e ss a ge  o f  d e n i a l .  

•  O n l y t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  Anz a c  h ad  t r ans c e nd e d  t im e ,  l e f t

 t h e i r  m a rk  o n  A us t r a l i an  i d e n t i t y  a n d  r em em b er e d  f ro m

 ge n e r a t i on  to  ge n era t i on .  T he  r ep or t s  o f  t he  A rm en i a n

 G e n o c id e  a s  o t h e r  a t ro c i t i e s  o f  t h e  w ar ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y

 a f f e c t in g  A us t r a l i an s ,  h a d  s t a ye d  o n l y  w i th  t he  ge n e ra t i on

 t h a t  h ad  b e e n  t ou c he d  b y t h em .  
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T h e  r e as on  wh y v e ry  o f t e n  i n  t od a y’ s  A u s t r a l i a n  m e d i a  t h e  wo rd  

“ a l l e ge d ”  a pp e a rs  ha s  s e v er a l  r e as ons :  

 

•  Ign o r a n c e  ab ou t  t he  f a c t s  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  G e no c i d e .  

•  Fe a r  o f  t h e  i n ev i t ab l e  r e t a l i a t i on  f r om th e  T u rk i sh  s id e .  

•  R e pr in t  o f  a r t i c l e s  f r om  o u t s id e  s ou r ce s  wi t ho u t  a l t e ra t i on s .  

•  Fa i lu r e  o f  t h e  A rme n i an  c om mu ni t y t o  s u c c es s f u l l y

 p u b l i c i z e  i t s  c as e .  

•  St r e n gt h en in g  o f  t he  Tu r k i sh  c omm un i t y i n  A us t r a l i a .   

 

T h e  us e  o f  t h e  wo rd  “ a l l e ge d ”  t o  d e s c r i be  t h e  A rm en i an  G e n o c i d e  

i s  no t  on l y u n a c c ep t a b l e  bu t  a l so  h i gh l i gh t s  t h e  d a n ge rs  o f  ho w  

e a s i l y  t h e  ge no c i d e  o f  a  n a t io n  c ou l d  b e c om e “ a l l e ge d”  i f  t h e  

p e rp e t r a to r  i s  d e t e rm in ed  en ou gh  t o  pu r s u e  t o  t h e  end  i t s  

ge n o c i d a l  p o l i c i e s  t o  ob l i t e r a t e  a n y t r a c e  o f  ex i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

p e r s ec u t e d  pe op l e  f r o m hum a n  me mo r y .   

 

In  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  P e rm an e n t  P eo p l es ’  T r i bu n a l  a f t e r  i t s  d e l i be r a t i on s  

o n  th e  A r me n i a n  Ge n o c i de  i n  P a r i s ,  co n c l ud e d  t h a t  t h e  Tu r k i sh  

go v e rnm en t  h ad  com mi t t ed  gen o c id e  aga i n s t  t h e  A rm e n i an  peop l e :  

 

“T h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e n t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  g r o u p  a s  s u c h ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s p e c i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  c r i me  o f  g e n o c i d e ,  i s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  

r e p o r t s  a n d  d o c u me n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  s u p p l i e d  p o i n t  c l e a r l y  t o  a  p o l i c y  

o f  me t h o d i c a l  e x t e r mi n a t i o n  o f  t h e  A r me n i a n  p e o p l e ,  r e ve a l i n g  t h e  
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s p e c i f i c  i n t e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t h e  C o n ve n t i o n  o f  D e c e mb e r  

9 ,  1 9 4 8 ” . 3 

 

W h i l e  pu t t i n g  t he  f i n a l  t o u ch es  t o  t h e  t h es i s  a  d e c i s io n  by  a n  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  o r ga n i s a t i on  f u r t he r  s t r en g t h en e d  t h e  a r gume n t  o f  

t h e  t h es i s .   

 

T h e  T ur k i sh  A rm e n i a n  R e c on c i l i a t i on  C omm iss io n 4 ( TA RC )  h ad  

a s k ed  t he  In t e r n a t io n a l  C en te r  fo r  T r an s i t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  ( IC TJ )  t o  

i nv e s t i ga t e  wh e th e r  t h e  U NC G  i s  ap p l i cab l e  t o  t h e  ev en t s  o f  

W W I.   

 

IC T J  c on c l u de d  t h a t :  “ Th e  E ve n t s ,  v i ew e d  co l l e c t i v e l y,  c a n  b e  

s a id  t o  i n c lu d e  a l l  o f  t he  e l em e n t s  o f  t h e  c r im e  o f  ge n o c id e  as  

d e f i n ed  i n  t h e  Co nv e n t i on ,  a nd  l e ga l  s c ho la r s  a s  w e l l  a s  

h i s t o r i an s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  j ou rn a l i s t s  a nd  o t h e r  pe op l e  wo u ld  be  

j u s t i f i ed  i n  co n t in u i n g  t o  so  d es c r i b e  t h e m. ” 5 

 

A u s t r a l i a n  ne w sp a pe r s  d u r in g  W W I a n d  t h e  c ha o t i c  p e r i od  a f t e r  

t h e  A rmi s t i ce  d i d  no t  on l y r eco rd  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ev en t s  o f  t h e  t i me  

b u t  a l s o  t h e  d a i l y  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h e y r e p r e s en t e d .  Th us ,  t h e y 

r e c o rd e d  t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  o f  Ar m en i an s  i n  v a r i ou s  Au s t ra l i a n  

s t a t e  c a p i t a l s .  T h e i r  c on t r ib u t i on  in  t h i s  r e ga r d  i s  ex t r eme l y 

v a l u a b l e .  T h e y a r e  t h e  on l y e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  so u r c e  w h e re  

r e s e a r ch e rs  ca n  ga t h e r  v i t a l  i n f o r m at i o n  a nd  fu r t h e r  t h e i r  
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r e s e a r ch .  Th e y r e c o r d e d  f un c t i on s ,  fu nd r a i s i n g  ac t i v i t i e s  a n d  

p u b l i sh ed  ap p e a l s  fo r  d on a t io ns  o n  b eh a l f  o f  Ar m en i a n  su r v i vo rs  

a n d  o rp h an s ,  e n co ur a ge d  r e ad e rs  t o  s en d  d on a t i on s  a nd  

c o n t r i bu t e d  t o  t he  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  a s  t h e  o n l y p u b l i c  m ed ium  o f  t h e  

t im e .   

 

A n yo n e  i n t e n t  t o  wr i t e  t he  h i s t o r y o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  co n t r i bu t i on  to  

t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  ha v e  t o  r e l y  o n  in f o rm at io n  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s .    

 

T h e  do n a t i on s  r a i s ed  b y t h e  A r me n i a n  R e l i e f  Fu nd  fo r  a  pe o p l e  

w i t h  w hom  Aus t ra l i ans  h a d  l i t t l e  o r  no  co n t ac t  i s  p r oo f  t h a t  t h e  

r e p o r t s  p r i n t ed  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  p a p e rs  h a d  b e en  e f f e c t i ve  

e n ou gh  t o  r a i s e  pub l i c  a w a r en es s  o f  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i on .  

T h i s ,  d e sp i t e  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  du r i n g  t he  w a r  ye a r s ,  go v e rnme n t  h ad  

s po ns o r ed  w a r  p ro pa ga n d a  a ga i ns t  G erm a ns  a n d  d i re c t ed  t h e  

p u b l i c  t o  s ym p a th i z e  wi th  t h e  m ai n l y Be l g i a n  v i c t i ms  o f  G e r m an  

a ggr e s s io n .  R ep o r t s  p r in t e d  f ou r  mo n th s  a f t e r  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  w a r  

i nd i c a t ed  t h e  d i sp a r i t y  b e t w e en  th e  con s t a n t  b a r r a ge  o f  r e p o r t s  o f  

G e r m an  a t ro c i t i e s  i n  B e l g i um  a nd  f i gu r e s  t ab l e d  i n  t he  F re n c h  

P a r l i a me n t ,  wh i ch  in d i c a t e d  t h a t :  “ Du r i n g  t he  w ar  6 00 0  Be l g i an s  

h a d  d i e d  a s  t h e  r esu l t  o f  G e rm an  i l l  t r e a tm e n t ,  wh i l e  12 5 , 0 00  m en  

w e r e  d e po r t e d ” . 6  
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W h i l e  a pp e a l s  f o r  t h e  Be l g i an s  w e r e  a  d a i l y  f e a t u r e  i n  n ew s p ap e rs  

b e tw e e n  19 14 - 19 18 ,  t h e y d i s ap p e ar e d  s oo n  a f t e r  t h e  wa r  e n d ed .   

In s t e a d  t he  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  fo r  A r m e n i a ns  t oo k  a  b oo s t  on c e  p eo p l e  

r ea l i z ed  t h e  eno rmi t y o f  t h e  t r aged y a f f l i c t i n g  t h e  A rm e n ian s .  

S t a r t i n g  i n  19 22 ,  t he  p r es s  ga v e  wi d e  co v e r a ge  t o  t he  t r a ge d y o f  

t h e  G r ee k  p op u l a t i o n .  Ad v er t i s e m en t s  f o r  fu nd s  a pp e a r ed  in  t he  

p a p e rs  t o  r a i s e  f und s  f o r  t h e  s t r i ck e n  G r e e ks  an d  A rm en i a n s .  T h e  

r e l i e f  w or k  w a s  t h e  d i r e c t  r e su l t  o f  t h e  ge n o c i de  a ga ins t  Ch r i s t i a n  

m in or i t i e s  i n  As i a  M in o r .  In  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  r ep o r t s  o f  

w i de sp r e ad  m a ss a c r e s  ap pe a r ed  i n  t h e  p ap e r s ,  t h e n  a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  

p l i gh t  o f  t h e  s u rv i vo r s ,  fo l l o w ed  b y a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  

f r om  Au s t r a l i a .  

 

T h us  t h e  A us t r a l i an  p r e s s ,  i n  ge n e r a l ,  a d eq u a t e l y c o v e r ed  t h e  

ex t e r min a t io n  o f  Ar m en i an s .  T h e  ne ws p ap e r  r e a de r  o f  any  c a p i t a l  

c i t y  i n  A us t ra l i a  wo u l d  h av e  h ad  t h e  sa m e  u nd e rs t a nd in g  o n  w h a t  

w a s  h ap p en in g  t o  t h e  Ar m en i a ns  as  we  to d a y w h e n  w e  u se  t h e  

w o r ds  “ A rm e n i an  Ge n o c i de ” .  Th e y w o u ld  n o t  h av e  h a d  the  

i mp r es s io n  th a t  t h e  T ur k i sh  gov e rn m en t  w as  “ re lo c a t in g”  t h e  

A r m en i a ns  wi t h  p a t e r n a l  l ov i n g  c a re .  In  t h i s  r e s p ec t ,  t h e  v i ew s  o f  

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  an d  t h e  pu b l i c  o f  t h e  p e r io d  c on v e rge  w i t h  

A r m en i a n  v i e ws  t ha t  t h e  ev e n t s  o f  W W I w e r e  s t a t e  sp ons o r ed  

ge n o c id e .  
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T h e  m ain  p r ob lem fo r  cu r r en t  Au s t r a l i an  j ou r na l i s t s  l i e s  i n  t h e  

d i f f i cu l t y  o f  a c c es s i n g  t he  r ep or t s  w r i t t e n  b y t h e i r  co un t e r p a r t s  o f  

e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n tu r y.  T h e  m at e r i a l  r e ma in s  on  m ic r o f i lm  i n  m aj o r  

l i b r a r i e s  an d  i t  i s  no t  l o g i c a l  t o  ex p ec t  t h a t  wh e ne v e r  t h e  n e e d  

a r i s e s ,  j ou rn a l i s t s  w o u l d  ru sh  t o  l i b r a r i e s  an d  sp e nd  co un t l es s  

h o ur s  t r yi n g  to  f i nd  wh a t  Au s t r a l i a n  j o u rn a l i s t s  o f  19 15 -1 9 23  h ad  

w r i t t e n  on  t he  A rme n i an  G e no c i d e .  Fo r  p r ac t i c a l i t y  a n d  ea s e  o f  

u s e  i t  i s  n e c es s a r y t h a t  mo d er n  j o u rn a l i s t s  h av e  i n  t he i r  

d i s po s i t i o n  a  r e f e ren c e  b oo k  on  t h e  t op i c  o f  t h e  A rm en i an  

G e n o c id e  an d  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  p r es s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  w i th  a  l i s t  o f  

a r t i c l e s ,  ed i to r i a l s ,  r e po r t s  o f  Au s t r a l i a n  co r r es po nd e n t s  t h a t  

a p p e ar e d  in  t h e  Aus t ra l i an  p r es s  o f  191 5 -1 92 3 .  T h i s  wo u ld  

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a ns w er  t o  a n y q u e r i es  d e r i v ed  f r om  T ur k i sh  d e n i a l .   

 

7.2 Implications of the research 
 
 

T h e  e v en t s  o f  W W I h av e  a  v e r y s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  Au s t r a l i an  an d  

A r m en i a n  h i s to r y.  O n  o n e  h an d ,  t h e  b l oo ds h ed  o f  W W I h e l p ed  

c r e a t e  yo u n g  Au s t ra l i a ’ s  na t i on a l  i de n t i t y .  O n  t h e  o t he r  t h e y 

d e s t ro ye d  a n c i e n t  A r m en i a n  c u l t u r e  an d  p r es e nc e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  

A r m en i a .  M an y h i s t o r i c a l  e v en t s  ov e r l a p  b o t h  n a t i on s ’  h i s to r i e s ,  

ye t  n o  s e r i ou s  a t t em pt  h as  b e e n  m a d e  t o  s t ud y a n d  a n a l yz e  t h e  

d i f f e r en t  a sp e c t s  o f  t h e se  c ru c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s ,  wh i c h  i n c l u d e :  

 

•  Fa t e  o f  A rm e n i an  PO W ’ s  a t  G a l l i p o l i .   
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•  T h e  d ev a s t a t i n g  e f fe c t  o f  t h e  A nz ac  wi t hd r a w al  f r om

 G a l l i po l i  o n  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e .  

•  A nz a c  p r i s on e r s  o f  w a r  i n  Tu r k e y w h o  w i t n es se d  th e

 A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  

•  A IF  s o l d i e r s  an d  o f f i c e r s  w ho  wi t n es se d  m as s a c r e s  o f

 A r m en i a ns  i n  P e r s i a  a nd  mo d er n  d a y A z e rb a i j a n  (Ex am pl e :

 C a p t a i n  S t a n l e y S av i ge ,  f ou nd e r  o f  Le ga c y,  i n  19 18  in

 P e r s i a  an d  A z er b a i j a n ) .  

•  T h e  l a ck  o f  r e s e a r ch  i n  t h e  N a t io n a l  Ar c h i v es  o f  A us t r a l i a

 a n d  s t a t e  a r c h i ve s  fo r  d o cu me n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  A us t r a l i an

 c o nn e c t io n  t o  t h e  A rm e n i an  Gen o c i d e .  

•  T h e  r o l e  th e  A us t r a l i a n  p r es s  i n  d i s s em in a t in g  ne w s  o f  t h e

 A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e .  

•  T h e  A us t r a l i an  r e sp o ns e  t o  t h e  Ar m en i a n  G en o c id e ,  wi th  t h e

 e s t a b l i sh m en t  o f  b ra n c h es  o f  F r i en ds  o f  A rm e n i a  a nd

 A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d  t h ro u gho u t  A us t ra l i a  a nd  t he

 A u s t r a l as i a n  o rp h an a ge  in  A n t e l i a s  Le b a no n  sp on so r ed  by

 A r m en i a n  Re l i e f  Fu n d .  

 

T h e  a n a l ys i s  o f  s i x  m ajo r  n e ws p ap e rs  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  

r e gu l a r  n ew sp a p er  r e a d e r  o f  19 15 -1 923  w as  a w a r e  t h a t :  

 

•  A r m eni a ns  we r e  l i v i n g  o n  th e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  h om el an d  a nd

 T u rk s   h ad  o pp r e s s ed  t h em  fo r  c e n tu r i e s .  
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•  St a r t i n g  m id - 18 00 ’s  S u l t a n  Ab du l  H am id ,  a l so  ca l l ed

 “ A b du l  t h e  D a mn e d ” ,  h a d  o r d er e d  th e  m as s a c r e  o f

 A r m en i a ns  t ha t  h ad  k i l l ed  m or e  t ha n  10 0 ,0 00  p eo p l e .  

•  M a ss a c r es  h ad  t a k en  p l a ce  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ad an a  i n  19 09 .  

•  T h e  Y ou n g  T u rk  gov e r nm en t  h ad  o r gan iz ed  th e  d e po r t a t i o ns

 an d  t h e  m as sac res  w i t h  t h e  a im  o f  t o t a l l y  ex t e rmi n a t i n g  t h e

 A r m en i a n  r a c e  f rom  t he  Ot t om an  Emp i re .  

 

T h e  r e se a r c h  ha s  a l s o  r e v ea l ed  t h a t :  

 

•  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  cov e r e d  ad e qu a t e l y t h e  A rm e n i an

 G e n o c id e .  

•  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s s  r ec e i ve d  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  f r om

 Lo n d o n .  

•  Li m i t ed  n umb e r  o f  a r t i c l e s  a pp e a r ed  in  t h e  p ap e rs  h a v in g  a s

 t h e i r  s ou r c e  A us t r a l i an  co r r es po nd e n t s  i n  t he  Mi dd l e  E a s t .

 T h e  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  un iq u e  t o  t h e  A us t r a l i a n  p ap e rs  an d  h ave

 g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  s in c e  a l l  w e r e  f i r s t  ha nd  a c co un t s  o f

 e ye w i t n es s es .  

•  N e w sp a p er s  p r in t ed  mo s t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o n  th e  A rm e n i a n

 G e n o c id e  o n  t h e  s am e  d a y.  

•  T h e r e  w e re  a r t i c l e s  ex c l us i v e  on l y t o  o n e  n e wsp a p e r .  

•  A t  th e  h e i gh t  o f  t he  m ass a c r es ,  e d i t o r s  d e d i c a t e d  ed i t o r i a l s

 t o  th e  o n go in g  ex t e rmi n a t io n  o f  Ar m en i a ns .  
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•  N e w sp a p er s  us e d  sp e c i a l  ex p r es s io ns  a n d  w or ds  t o  c on vey

 t o  t h e  r e a de r  t he  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  wo r d  “ ge n o c i d e ” .  

•  T h e  s ix  n ew sp a p er s ,  u s ed  fo r  t h i s  r e sea r c h ,  p r in t e d  t h e  ma i n

 e l em e n t s  t h a t  t o d a y  w e  u se  t o  d e f in e  ge n o c i de .  

•  A u s t r a l i a ns  w e r e  i nv o l v ed  in  t h e  i n t e rn a t io n a l  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s

 t o  h e lp  t h e  su rv iv o r s  o f  t h e  ge no c i d e .  

 

A l t ho u gh  th e  m ain  t h em e  o f  m y r e s e a rc h  w as  t h e  an a l ys i s  o f  t h e  

a r t i c l e s  on  t he  Ar m e n i an  G e no c i d e ,  I  c o ns i d e r  t h e  m ai n  

a c h i e v em e n t  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  b e  t h e  unc o v e r in g  o f  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  

r e l a t e  t o  Aus t ra l i a ’ s  co n t r i bu t io n  t o  t he  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s .  The  

r e s e a r ch  r e v e a l ed  t h e  p r e v io us l y u n k no w n f a c t  t h a t  Au s t ra l i a ns  

h a d  e s t ab l i s h ed  a  r e l i e f  f un d  a nd  a  f r i e n ds h i p  so c i e t y t o  s up po r t  

t h e  su rv iv o rs  o f  t he  ge n o c id e .  Di s t i n gu i s h ed  m em be r s  o f  t h e  

A u s t r a l i an  co mm uni t y,  a r ch b i s ho ps ,  l o rd  m a yo r s ,  memb ers  o f  

p a r l i am en t ,  r e l i g iou s  p e r s on a l i t i e s  h ad  wo r ke d  t i r e l es s l y  f o r  t h e  

s u c c es s  o f  t he  r e l i e f  e f fo r t s  a nd  h a d  l a i d  t h e  s t ro n g  fo un da t i on s  

f o r  f r i e nd sh ip  b e t we e n  t he  t wo  n a t io ns .    

 

7.3 Implications for further research 
 

 

T h e  s t ud y o f  t h e  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e  ba s e d  on  n e ws  a cc oun t s  o f  

A u s t r a l i an  p re s s  wo u l d  h e lp  Au s t r a l i an  j ou r n a l i s t s  t o  be t t e r  

u n de r s t an d  th e  h i s to r i c a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  W W I.  T h i s  i s s u e  



 

 

 

258

w o ul d  no t  f ad e  a w ay a n d  wi th ou t  t h e  co r r e c t  i n f o rm at i on  o n  h an d  

m a n y j o u rn a l i s t s  a re  bo un d  to  co n t i nue  t h e  mi s t ak e s  o f  sh e dd in g  

d o ub t  o n  th e  e v en t s  b y g i v in g  wi d e  cov e r a ge  t o  t h e  d en i e r s  o f  t h e  

ge n o c id e .  A  pu b l i ca t i on  o n  th e  A rm e n i a n  G en o c id e  b a s ed  o n  

a r t i c l e s  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Au s t r a l i an  p r e s s  o f  t h e  t im e ,  enh a nced  b y 

m o re  a r t i c l e s  r ev e a l in g  t h e  r e a l  co nc e rn  o f  Aus t ra l i an s  a nd  t h e  

e f f o r t s  t h e y p u t  t o  h e lp  t h e  s u rv i vo r s  a n d  th e  o rp h an s ,  w i l l  be  

p o w er f u l  e no u gh  to  d i s s i p a t e  p r ev a l e n t  d ou b t s .   

 

T h e  p r es s  o f  1 91 5 -1 9 23  c on t a in e d  d e t a i l e d  i n fo r ma t i on  en a b l i n g  

f u r t h e r  r e s e a r ch .  Th e  t i t l e s  o f  o v er  1 00 0  a r t i c l e s  o n  th e  A r m en i a n  

G e n o c id e  an d  Au s t r a l i a n  r e l i e f  a r e  p ro v i d ed  in  t h e  Ap p en d ix ,  

w h ich  I  b e l i ev e  i s  t h e  m os t  co mp reh e ns iv e  l i s t  o f  a r t i c l e s  f rom 

t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  p re s s .  T hus ,  t h e  f ou nd a t io n  i s  l a id  an d  i t  i s  

p os s i b l e  t o  t r ac e  t he  p eo p l e  i n vo lv ed  in  es t a b l i sh in g  a nd  

m a n a gi n g  F r i en ds  o f  A rm e n i a  a nd  A rme n i an  R e l i e f  Fu nd .   

 

T a k i n g  t he  a r t i c l e s  a s  a  gu id e  i t  i s  p oss ib l e  t o  f i nd  t he i r  a r c h i v es ,  

a n d  f u r th e r  t h e  r e se a r c h  on  t h e  t w o  o rga n iz a t io ns .  As  m en t i on ed  

i n  C h ap t e r  V I  m a n y m emb e r s  o f  Ar m en i a n  R e l i e f  Fun d  h ad  s e r v ed  

i n  t h e  o rp h an a ge  i n  Le b a n o n .  T h e y m igh t  h a v e  l e f t  im po r t a n t  

d o cu m en t s ,  p ho to gra p hs ,  m emo i r s ,  d i a r i e s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  o r ph a ns  

a n d  su r v iv o rs  o f  t he  A rm e n i an  Ge no c id e .  Th e s e  a r e  f i r s t  h a nd  

a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  s t i l l  un t ou c h ed ,  wh i c h  a r e  r e l a t e d  to  th e  

A r m en i a n  G e no c i d e  f r om A us t r a l i a n  sou r c e s .  
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Fu tu r e  r e s e a r c h  sh ou ld  i nc lu d e  m o r e  ne w s pa p e r s  a nd  wide n  t h e  

r e s e a r ch  t o  i n c lu d e  t h e  A ss yr i a n s  a nd  G r e e ks ,  t h us  e nh a nc i n g  t h e  

c h a n c es  o f  f i nd i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  r e po r t s  f r o m  Au s t r a l i a n  so u r c e s  t h a t  

w i l l  fu r t h e r  a dv an ce  ou r  k no wl e d ge  o f  t h e  s p ec i a l  c on t r ibu t i on  o f  

A u s t r a l i a n  j ou r n a l i s t s  i n  r ep or t i n g  t h e  ge n o c i de  o f  C hr i s t i a n  

m in or i t i e s  i n  Tu r k ey  a n d  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  f r om  A us t r a l i a ,  w i t h  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  a i m o f  e r ad i c a t i n g  T u rk i sh  gov e r nm en t ’ s  d en i a l  a n d  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e v i s io n i s m i n  A us t r a l i a .  

 
                                                 
1 See section 2.3.3, Wipe out. 
2 See titles of articles in the Appendix. 
3 For the text of Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal verdict see ANI website: www.armeniangenocide.org  or Zoryan Institute website: 
www.zoryaninstitute.org 
4 TARC was a non-governmental private group established to promote Armenian-Turkish friendship and dialogue. The formation 
of the organisation was officially announced on 9 July 2001 in Vienna. The group stopped its work on the issue of the legal 
aspect of the genocide when the Turkish members after agreeing to sign the application to the ICTJ, unilaterally reneged on the 
agreement and withdrew their support for the application. 
5 To see the full text of ICTJ’s decision:  
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/Affirmation.244/current_ca…/affirmation_detail.htm      
6 31 March 1919: AGE, Belgium’s War Sacrifices. BC, Toll on Belgium, Deaths and Deportations. 
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1. Titles of articles on the extermination of Armenians  
 
This section includes titles of editorials and news reports, on the Armenian Genocide, that I 
found in the six newspapers I researched. The articles include reports on massacres, 
deportations, persecutions, famine or any condition of the Armenian population resulting from 
the actions of the Turkish government (Ottoman or Mustapha Kemal). 
 
Though the majority of articles relate to the Armenian Genocide, a number of them mention 
only the massacre of “Christians” which might include Armenians, Assyrians or Greeks; other 
articles mention Armenians and Greeks. In addition, a number of articles and editorials, while 
not dedicated to the Armenians, made a reference to the extermination of Armenians or 
Christians. The articles of September - December 1922, relate to Greek and Armenian 
refugees. The majority of the refugees were Greeks.  
 
The symbols next to each title reflect the content of the article: 
 

•  (A) The news report mentions Armenia or Armenians 
•  (CH) The news report mentions Christians  
•  (G) The news report mentions Greeks 
•  (N) The news report does not give any details about the victims of Turkish

 massacres, but from the locality of the atrocity it is certain that the victims
 were Armenians, Greeks or other Christians 

•  (REF) In the news report or editorial there is a reference to the massacre of
 Armenians or Christians 

•  (REL) The article, while not dedicated to the massacres of Armenians, relates to the
 Armenian Genocide 

•  (RFG) The article mentions only refugees without further details 
•  (T) Massacre of Armenians by the hands of Tatars (modern day Azeris in

 Azerbaijan) with or without the participation of Turkish troops 
 
 
The numerical symbols in any cell ((1), (2)), refers to a separate article with a separate title. 
 
Articles with a different source, even if printed on the same day and on the same page are 
placed on a separate line and separate cell. 
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1.1 The Age 
 

 
THE AGE   1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 

1 
TURKS AND CHRISTIANS 
THREATS OF MASSACRE 
SUSPECTS HANGED WITHOUT TRIAL (A), (G)

 December 15, 1914 
7 

2 ARMENIANS TERRORISED   (A)  December 26, 1914 9 

3 
FIGHTING IN ASIA MINOR 
TURKS RETIRE WITH HEAVY LOSSES   (A) 

 December 31, 1914 
5 

4 
FORCING THE DARDANELLES 
THREAT OF MASSACRE DISCOUNTED   (CH) 

 January 12, 1915 
7 

5 RUSSIANS IN ARMENIA   (A)  January 15, 1915 7 
6 FIGHTING IN THE CAUCASUS   (A)  January 30, 1915 11 
7 ANTI CHRISTIAN CAMPAIGN   (CH)  February 22, 1915 9 
8 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA   (A)  February 24, 1915 9 

9 
RIOTING IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
THE CITY'S GUNS DISMOUNTED   (A) 

 March 13, 1915 
11 

10 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (CH)  March 23, 1915 9 

11 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
MISSIONARIES IN DANGER   (A) 

 May 11, 1915 
7 

12 
TURKISH HORROR   (A), (CH) 
FEARFUL BUTCHERY OF CHRISTIANS 
MINISTER CRUCIFIED AND BISHOP HANGED

 May 12, 1915 
9 

13 
GERMAN SAVAGERY 
OFFICIAL REPORT PREPARED 
EXCESSES OF KURDS EQUALLED  (A),  (REF) 

 May 13, 1915 
7 

14 
ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
VICTIMS NUMBER 60,000  (A) 

 May 19, 1915 
9 

15 THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)  May 24, 1915 10 

16 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
CAST ON TURKISH GOVERNMENT   (A) 

 May 25, 1915 
7 

17 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A)    June 2, 1915 13 
18 ARMENIAN PLOTTERS EXECUTED   (A)  June 21, 1915 9 

19 
TURKEY'S SERIOUS POSITION 
ANARCHY IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) 

 July 21, 1915 
9 

20 EXTERMINATING THE ARMENIANS   (A)  July 24, 1915 11 

21 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
RECORD OF TERRIBLE CRUELTIES   (A), (G) 

 August 3, 1915 
7 

22 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
DRIVEN INTO THE DESERT TO DIE   (A) 

 August 5, 1915 
7 

23 
TURKEY FOR THE TURKS 
ENVER PASHA'S POLICY   (A), (REF) 

LONDON August 9, 1915 
7 

24 TURKS' INHUMANITY DENOUNCED   (A)  August 21, 1915 11 

25 
SUBMARINE CREW LANDS   (A), (G) 
DAMAGES BRIDGE ON TURKISH COAST  

 September 6, 1915 
7 
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26 70,000 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)  September 10, 1915 7 

27 
EXTERMINATING ARMENIANS 
TURKS DIABOLICAL CRUELTY 
VILLAGERS BURNT ALIVE   (A) 

 September 11, 1915 
11 

28 
THE TURCO BULGARIAN TREATY 
"PRICE OF BURLGARIAN NEUTRALITY"   (A) 

 September 13, 1915 
9 

29 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
APPEAL TO AMERICA TO PROTEST   (A) 

 September 22, 1915 
9 

30 

ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
TEN THOUSAND DROWNED 
THROWN INTO SEA FROM BOATS 
LORD BRYCE'S STIRRING APPEAL   (A) 

 September 23, 1915 

9 

31 
DESTROYING THE ARMENIANS 
TURKS CONFISCATE PROPERTY   (A) 

 September 24, 1915 
7 

32 
TURMOIL IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
ARMENIAN GIRLS SOLD AS SLAVES   (A) 

 September 25, 1915 
11 

33 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
OVER 1,000,000 VICTIMS OF TURKISH 
INHUMANITY   (A) 

 September 27, 1915 
7 

34 
THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK 
EXTERMINATION OF ARMENIANS 
DREADFUL STORY OF ATROCITIES   (A) 

 September 28, 1915 
7 

35 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GERMAN DIPLOMAT'S DENIAL   (A) 

 September 29, 1915 
9 

36 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
ENCOURAGED BY GERMAN CONSULS   (A) 

 October 1, 1915 
9 

37 
THE ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
UNITED STATES INTERVENTION   (A) 

 October 4, 1915 
7 

38 
MASSACRES MUST CEASE 
AMERICAN NOTE TO TURKEY   (A) 

 October 6, 1915 
9 

39 

(1) THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GERMANY 
NEARLY 1,000,000 PEOPLE PERISH 
(2) ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A) 

 October 8, 1915 

7 

40 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) 
MOST WICKED THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN 

 October 11, 1915 
10 

41 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
INDIGNATION IN AMERICA   (A) 

 October 12, 1915 
7 

42 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
POPE WRITES TO SULTAN   (A) 

 October 14, 1915 
7 

43 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
MAJORITY REPORTED KILLED   (A) 

 October 16, 1915 
13 

44 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
NOTHING EQUAL IN HISTORY   (A) 

 October 18, 1915 
10 

45 
TO AVENGE MASSACRES 
ARMENIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS   (A), (REF) 

 October 20, 1915 
9 

46 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
COUNTER ALLEGATIONS BY TURKS   (A) 

 October 23, 1915 
11 

47 
TURKS AND ARMENIANS 
DEFENCELESS PEOPLE MASSACRED   (A) 

 October 26, 1915 
7 
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48 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
SEIZURE OF PROPERTY   (A) 

AGE'S SPECIAL 
CORRESPON-

DENT 

October 27, 1915 
10 

49 
ARMENIANS BUTCHERED 
AUTHENTICATED REPORTS 
GERMANS ASSIST THE TURKS   (A) 

 November 29, 1915 
7 

50 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
TURKS LAY SIEGE TO MOUSA DAGH 
KEPT AT BAY FOR 53 DAYS   (A) 

AGE'S SPECIAL 
CORRESPON-

DENT 

December 8, 1915 
13 

51 
FATE OF ARMENIANS - 1,000,000 PERISH 
HORRIFYING TALES OF SUFFERING   (A) 

 December 16, 1915 
7 

52 DAY OF INTERSESSION IN BRITAIN (A),(REF)  January 4, 1916 5 
53 THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A)  January 17, 1916 9 

54 
MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
GIRLS SOLD IN OPEN MARKET   (A) 

 February 12, 1916 
11 

55 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
WARNING FROM AMERICA   (A) 

 February 21, 1916 
7 

56 TREBIZOND MENACED   (REF)  February 22, 1916 7 

57 
ARMENIANS IN ERZEROUM 
40,000 MASSACRED   (A) 

LONDON March 10, 1916 
7 

58 
MILLION ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
TURKISH GUILT CONFIRMED   (A) 

 April 17, 1916 
7 

59 MASSACRES AT TREBIZOND   (A)  May 15, 1916 7 
60 MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)  May 23, 1916 7 

61 
ARMENIANS IN TURKEY 
TWO MILLION MASSACRED   (A) 

 June 23, 1916 
5 

62 
THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
GERMAN PROFESSORS APPEAL   (A) 

 July 8, 1916 
11 

63 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
CONDEMNED MEN BURN PRISON   (A) 

 July 19, 1916 
7 

64 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
EVIDENCE AGAINST GERMANS   (A) 

 July 22, 1916 
13 

65 
SUFFERINGS OF ARMENIANS 
RESORT TO CANNIBALISM   (A) 

NEW YORK August 21, 1916 
7 

66 

THE ATROCIOUS TURK 
HORRORS IN ARMENIA 
GERMAN TEACHER'S APPEAL 
IGNORED BY BERLIN FOREIGN OFFICE   (A)  

LONDON August 25, 1916 

7 

67 
UNEASINESS IN TURKEY 
PANIC IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) 

LONDON September 7, 1916 
5 

68 
SUFFERING ARMENIANS 
30,000 STARVING PEOPLE   (A) 

NEW YORK September 12, 1916 
5 

69 EXODUS OF 25,000 ARMENIANS   (A)  October 27, 1916 7 
70 SUFFERING OF ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON November 30, 1916 7 

71 
ARMENIANS TORTURED 
HORRIFYING MASSACRES   (A) 

LONDON January 2, 1917 
5 

72 FAMINE IN ARMENIA   (A)  January 25, 1917 5 

73 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
MANY THOUSANDS OF VICTIMS 
EXHAUSTION AND ILL-TREATMENT   (A) 

 February 19, 1917 
7 
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74 THE SUFFERINGS OF ARMENIANS   (A)  February 27, 1917 5 

75 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
MALES OVER NINE YEARS KILLED   (A) 

 June 22, 1917 
7 

76 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) NEW YORK March 6, 1918 9 

77 
TURK EXCESSES AT TREBIZOND 
THE POPULAITON MASSACRED   (A) 

LONDON March 12, 1918 
7 

78 TURKISH ACTIVITIES IN ASIA MINOR   (REF)  March 18, 1918 7 
79 WOMEN SLAVES FROM CAUCASUS   (N)  March 21, 1918 7 
80 ERZERUM ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)  April 6, 1918 13 

81 
RUSSIAN NOTE TO GERMANY 
PROTEST AGAINST TURK EXCESSES 
GERMANY'S RESPONSIBILITY   (A) 

LONDON April 15, 1918 
7 

82 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)  June 10, 1918 5 
83 ARMENIA'S DISTRESS   (A)  August 19, 1918 5 
84 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) NEW YORK September 2, 1918 8 
85 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS      (T)   LONDON November 4, 1918 7 

86 
TURKEY NOW POWERLESS 
BRITISH MINISTER'S STATEMENT   (A) 

LONDON November 21, 1918 
5 

87 FLIGHT OF TURKISH LEADERS   (A) LONDON November 26, 1918 5 
88 TURKISH REFUGEES HARBOURED   (A)  November 27, 1918 9 

89 
ANTI-ENTENTE DISORDERS IN TURKEY 
(A), REF) 

LONDON December 28, 1918 
9 

90 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
KIAMIL PASHA ARRESTED   (A), (G) 

 January 27, 1919 
5 

91 TURKISH PROFITEERS   (A), (G) LONDON February 10, 1919 5 
92 TURKISH TYRANT'S END   (A) LONDON February 17, 1919 5 

93 
INSTIGATOR OF MASSACRES 
LIMAN SANDERS TO BE TRIED   (A) 

LONDON February 25, 1919 
5 

94 
WILL THE TURK BE DRIVEN FROM EUROPE?
(A), (G) 

 March 20, 1919 
7 

95 ARMENIA APPEALS FOR FOOD   (A)  March 31, 1919 5 
96 THE SITUATION IN TURKEY   (A)  April 19, 1919 8 
97 SOVIET REVOLUTION IN TURKEY   (REL)  April 24, 1919 7 

98 
UNFORTUNATE ARMENIANS 
THOUSANDS STARVED TO DEATH   (A) 

 April 25, 1919 
7 

99 TURKISH MINISTER'S FLIGHT   (REL)  May 31, 1919 13 

100 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN WARNING DRAWS PROTEST   (A)

WASHINGTON August 29, 1919 
7 

101 GENERAL CABLES   (A) WASHINGTON August 30, 1919 15 

102 
VON SANDERS A PRISONER 
TO BE PLACED ON TRIAL   (A) 

ROME September 1, 1919 
7 

103 
MASSACRES OF CHRISTIANS 
AMERICA WARNS TURKEY   (CH) 

LONDON September 12, 1919 
7 

104 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
(1) 8000 MORE VICTIMS 
(2) RED CROSS APPEALS TO POWERS   (A) 

LONDON 
WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1920 
7 

105 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
TURKISH IRREGULARS PUNISHED   (A) 

LONDON February 27, 1920 
7 
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106 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)  March 1, 1920 7 

107 
TURKS SLAUGHTER ARMENIANS 
FRENCH TROOPS DRIVEN BACK   (A) 

WASHINGTON March 3, 1920 
9 

108 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
ACTION TAKEN BY ALLIES 
MESSAGE TO CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) 

LONDON March 8, 1920 
7 

109 FRENCH TROOPS FOR CILICIA   (A) PARIS March 9, 1920 7 
110 ARMENIANS IN CILICIA   (A) LONDON March 10, 1920 9 

111 
REBELLIOUS TURKEY 
MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) 

LONDON March 11, 1920 
7 

112 
ALLIES AND TURKEY 
NATIONALIST TO FORM CABINET   (REL) 

LONDON March 12, 1920 
7 

113 
ALLIES AND TURKEY 
DISCIPLINARY MEASURE   (REF) 

LONDON March 13, 1920 
13 

114 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A)  March 15, 1920 7 

115 
THE TURKISH TREATY 
WILSON'S NOTE TO THE ALLIES   (A) 

WASHINGTON April 1, 1920 
7 

116 
COMMUNISM AT BAKU 
TARTARS AND ARMENIANS FIGHT   (A) 

LONDON May 3, 1920 
7 

117 
TURKISH ATROCITIES                                
CHRISTIANS MURDERED NIGHTLY   (CH) 

ATHENS September 8, 1920 
9 

118 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 3, 1920 7 

119 
TURKS IN ARMENIA 
TWO GEORGIAN TOWNS TAKEN   (A) 

LONDON November 22, 1920 
5 

120 
TALAAT PASHA SHOT DEAD 
AN ARMENIAN'S REVENGE   (A) 

BERLIN March 17, 1921 
7 

121 
AN ARMENIAN REVENGE 
WHY TALAAT PASHA WAS KILLED 
ASSASSIN'S PATHETIC STORY   (A) 

BERLIN March 18, 1921 
7 

122 
MASSACRES IN THE ORIENT                              
OFFICIALLY DIRECTED                                         
HOW GOVERNMENTS SETTLE DISPUTES   (T)

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE 

October 11, 1921 
7 

123 TURKISH ATROCITIES   (N) ATHENS November 25, 1921 8 

124 
ANOTHER ASSASINATION 
EX-GENERAL VIZIER OF TURKEY   (REL) 

ROME December 8, 1921 
8 

125 
TURKS ENTER ADANA        (CH)                           
CHRISTIANS TO BE ENROLLED IN ARMY    

LONDON December 9, 1921 
7 

126 CHRISTIANS MOLESTED BY TURKS   (CH) ATHENS December 24, 1921 9 

127 
TURKISH LEADERS MURDERED 
FIFTEEN ARMENIANS ARRESTED   (REL) 

BERLIN April 20, 1922 
7 

128 TURKISH ATROCITIES   SYSTEMATIC 
EXTERMINATION OF CHRISTIANS  (CH), (G) 

LONDON May 17, 1922 9 

129 

THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK 
LIGHT ON ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
SENSATIONAL DISCLOSURE 
GRAND VIZIER'S INSTRUCTIONS   (A) 

LONDON May 30, 1922 

7 

130 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
AMERICA AGREES TO INQUIRY   (N) 

NEW YORK June 5, 1922 
7 

131 DJEMAL PASHA MURDERED   (REL) LONDON July 27, 1922 9 
132 EFFORT TO AVOID MASSACRE   (CH)  September 7, 1922 9 
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133 
REFUGEES IN SMYRNA                                     
MASSACRE BY TURKS FEARED (A), (G) 

 September 14, 1922 
7 

134 
(1) SMYRNA "FAIRLY QUIET"   (A), (CH), (G) 
(2) EXECUTION OF ARMENIANS AND 
GREEKS 

 September 15, 1922 
9 

135 
GREAT FIRE IN SMYRNA 
ALL BUT TURKISH QUARTER IN FLAMES 
1000 DEAD   (A), (G)  

 September 16, 1922 
13 

136 
(1) THE DESTRUCTION OF SMYRNA 
(2) A TURKISH PROTEST   (A), (G) 
(3) AMERICAN AID FOR REFUGEES   (RFG) 

NEW YORK September 18, 1922 
7 

137 
 ANOTHER TOWN IN FLAMES                         
MUTILATED BODIES LIE IN STREETS(A), (G) 

 September 19, 1922 
9 

138 

(1) EXODUS FROM CONSTANTINOPLE 
(CH), (G) 
(2) LEAGUE OF NATIONS ASSISTS REFUGEES 
(RFG) 

LONDON September 21, 1922 

9 

139 
(1) FATE OF SMYRNA CHRISTIANS   (CH) 
(2) BRITISH POLICY SUPPORTED   (CH) 

 September 22, 1922 
9 

140 A CHRISTIAN APPEAL   (A), (CH)  September 25, 1922 9 

141 
REFUGEES ORDERED TO LEAVE SMYRNA 
(RFG) 

 September 27, 1922 
13 

142 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA   (RFG)  September 28, 1922 7 
143 ARMENIAN CHIEFTAINS ARRESTED   (A)  September 29, 1922 9 

144 
TO END TURKISH OUTRAGES 
AMERICA AIDS THE ALLIES   (REL) 

WASHINGTON October 3, 1922 
9 

145 ALL REFUGEES LEAVE SMYRNA   (RFG)  October 6, 1922 9 

146 
(1) TURKS ARREST CHRISTIANS IN 
CONSTANTINOPLE   (CH) 
(2) AID FOR NEAR EAST RELIEF   (RFG) 

WASHINGTON October 11, 1922 
11 

147 RELIEF FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG)  October 12, 1922 9 

148 
(1) CHRISTIANS SENT TO THE INTERIOR   
(CH).  
 (2) PITIABLE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES   (CH) 

 October 14, 1922 
13 

149 

TURKS UNCOMPROMISING  
NEW TURKISH RULE                                               
PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS 
THOUSANDS IN FLIGHT   (CH) 

LONDON November 14, 1922 

9 

150 
REFUGEES FROM ASIA MINOR                            
AN APPEAL TO AUSTRALIA   (CH) 

 November 20, 1922 
9 

151 
GREAT TREK FROM ANATOLIA                        
CHILDREN LEFT TO THEIR FATE   (CH) 

 November 30, 1922 
9 

152 
(1) PANIC AT CONSTANTINOPLE                         
APPEAL BY THE VATICAN   (CH) 
(2) BRITISH TAKE STRONG ACTION   (A) 

 December 7, 1922 
9 

153 

(1) PINPRICKS AT CONSTANTINOPLE  (A), (G)
(2) HOPELESS PLIGHT OF REFUGEES   (RFG) 
(3) NON-TURKISH REFUGEES SUGGESTED 
HOME IN DOMINIONS   (RFG) 

 December 8, 1922 

9 

154 
ISMET MUST DECIDE 
TREATMENT OF MINORITIES   (A) 

LONDON December 15, 1922 
11 

155 ARMENIAN REFUGEES FOR AMERICA   (A) WASHINGTON January 11, 1923 9 
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156 
CHRISTIANS IN TURKEY 
AN AMNESTY GRANTED   (CH) 

LAUSANNE January 13, 1923 
13 

157 ARMENIAN ORPHANS FOR USA   (A) WASHINGTON January 15, 1923 9 
158 ELEVEN CHRISTIANS EXECUTED   (CH)  January 16, 1923 9 

159 
THE GENTLE TURK AGAIN                                  
FUGITIVE CHRISTIANS KILLED   (CH) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE 

January 18, 1923 
9 

160 GENERAL CABLES   (A)  January 25, 1923 10 

161 
NEW HOMES FOR ARMENIANS 
SOVIET RUSSIA'S OFFER    (A) 

NEW YORK February 1, 1923 
9 

162 
A HOME FOR ARMENIANS 
THIRTY THOUSAND TO BE ADMITTED   (A) 

 February 7, 1923 
11 

163 TURKISH TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS  (A) WASHINGTON March 5, 1923 9 
164 HUGE DRIVE OF ARMENIANS   (A)  August 18, 1923 13 
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1.2 The Argus 
 

 
THE ARGUS   1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

 TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE
1  TURKS MURDER CHRISTIANS   (CH)   November 25, 1914 9 

2  TURKISH OUTRAGES 
 CORPSES ON LAMP-POSTS   (A), (G)   December 15, 1914 7 

3  TURKS REPULSED 
 MASSACRE OF VILLAGERS   (N)   December 31, 1914 5 

4 
 TURKS AS ENEMIES 
 POSITION OF CHRISTIANS 
 MASSACRE THREATENED   (CH) 

  January 12, 1915 7 

5  ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A), (CH)  PETROGRAD January 15, 1915 7 

6  HOW GERMANY'S ALLY FIGHTS 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)   January 30, 1915 19 

7 
 FEARFUL CRUELTIES 
 ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
 FORCED TO LEAP INTO ABYSS   (A) 

  February 24, 1915 9 

8  IN TURKISH CAPITAL 
 PANIC IN CHRISTIAN QUARTERS   (A), (CH)   March 13, 1915 19 

9  CHRISTIANS MASSACRED   (CH)   March 23, 1915 7 

10 
 HORRORS OF ARMENIA 
 PLAIN STREWN WITH CORPSES 
 FEARFUL TREATMENT OF WOMEN   (A)  

  April 29, 1915 7 

11  ARMENIA ONE GREAT GRAVE   (A)   May 6, 1915 5 

12 
 TURKS IN ARMENIA 
 DELAYED BY REBELLION 
 WHOLESALE MASSACRES   (A)   

  May 11, 1915 9 

13 
 CHRISTIANS BUTCHERED 
 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
 HIDEOUS OUTRAGES BY TURKS   (A), (CH) 

  May 12, 1915 9 

14  OUTRAGES IN BELGIUM 
 "A NARRATIVE OF MURDER"   (A), (REF)   May 13, 1915 7 

15  ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)   May 19, 1915 9 

16  MODERN HERODS                                                
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA   (A)  PETROGRAD May 24, 1915 9 

17 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 ALLIES ISSUE STATEMENT 
 PORTE HELD RESPONSIBLE   (A)  

  May 25, 1915 7 

18  ARMENIAN INDEPENDENCE   (A) 
 ALLEGED INTRIGUERS SHOT BY TURK   June 21, 1915 9 

19 

 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 HIDEOUS TURKISH DEEDS 
 THOUSANDS SLAUGHTERED 
 WOMEN AND CHILDREN SHOT   (A)  

PETROGRAD July 24, 1915 17 
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20 

 MURDEROUS TURKS 
 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED 
 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA   (A), (CH) 
 GERMANS OFFER ENCOURAGEMENT  

  July 30, 1915 7 

21 
 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 GHASTLY STORIES 
 GREEK WOMEN TORTURED   (A), (G)  

PARIS August 3, 1915 7 

22  SUFFERINGS OF ARMENIANS 
 40,000 MURDERED BY TURKS   (A)    August 5, 1915 7 

23  SIDELIGHTS OF WAR 
 HARD-DRIVEN ARMENIANS   (A)    August 20, 1915 5 

24  BULGARIA ABHORS MASSACRES   (A)   August 21, 1915 19 

25  IN SEA OF MARMORA 
 BRITISH SUBMARINE CREW LANDS   (N)   September 6, 1915 

7 

26  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 TURKS SLAUGHTER 70,000 PEOPLE   (A)   September 10, 1915 7 

27 
 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 HOW THE TURKS ACT 
 ENTIRE VILLAGE OBLITERATED   (A) 

  September 11, 1915 17 

28  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 BULGARIA PLEADS WITH TURKEY   (A)   September 13, 1915 7 

29  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 APPEAL TO UNITED STATES   (A)    September 22, 1915 9 

30 

 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 GHASTLY TURKISH WORK 
 10,000 CAST INTO SEA 
 "GERMANY ALONE CAN STOP IT"   (A)  

  September 23, 1915 7 

31 
 TURKS AND ARMENIANS 
 WAR AGAINST CHRISTIANS 
 GERMANY TAKES NO ACTION   (A)  

  September 24, 1915 7 

32  ARMENIANS SOLD AS SLAVES 
 ALL CHRISTIANS TERRORISED   (A), (CH)   September 25, 1915 17 

33 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 AMERICA TO TAKE ACTION 
 IMMIGRATION SCHEME SUPPORTED   (A)  

  September 27, 1915 7 

34 

 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
 WHOLESALE MASSACRES 
 AWFUL TALE OF CRUELTY 
 FATE OF WOMEN   (A)  

  September 28, 1915 7 

35 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 DENIED BY BERNSTORFF 
 REPORTS "PURE INVENTIONS"   (A)   

  September 29, 1915 9 

36  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 GUILT OF GERMANS   (A)     October 1, 1915 7 

37 
 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 AMERICA MAKES OFFER 
 WILL TAKE ALL THE HOMELESS   (A)  

  October 4, 1915 9 

38 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 AMERICA AND TURKEY 
 WARNING TO THE PORTE   (A) 

  October 6, 1915 9 
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39 

 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 RESPONSIBILITY OF GERMANS 
 DISCUSSED IN LORDS 
 800,000 PEOPLE MASSACRED   (A)   

  October 8, 1915 7 

40 

 (1) ARMENIAN MASSACRES  
 HORROR IN DENMARK 
 UNITED STATES LOOKED TO    
 (2) GERMANY'S GUILT    
 (3) ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 FEELING IN AMERICA    
 (4) APPEAL BY MR BALFOUR   (A)  

  October 11, 1915 9 

41 

 ARMENIAN OUTRAGES 
 (1) FRESH CASES REPORTED 
 AMERICA'S FUTILE PROTEST  
 (2) POPE APPEALS TO SULTAN   (A)  

  October 14, 1915 7 

42  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 NURSES AND DOCTORS REQUIRED   (A)   October 16, 1915 19 

43  BELGIUM AND ARMENIA 
 WORST CRIMES FOR 400 YEARS   (A)    October 18, 1915 9 

44 
 ASIA MINOR MASSACRES 
 ARMENIANS WILL AVENGE 
 CORPS TO ASSIST ALLIES   (A) 

  October 20, 1915 9 

45 

 THE WAR DAY BY DAY 
 TURKISH CRIMES IN ARMENIA 
 ARMENIAN PROBLEM 
 APPEAL TO THE UNITED STATES   (A)  

  October 22, 1915 5 

46  MILLION ARMENIANS EXILED 
 TURKS MAKE COUNTER-CHARGES   (A)    October 23, 1915 19 

47 
 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 FULLY CONFIRMED 
 GERMANY’S GUILT   (A)  

  October 26, 1915 7 

48 

 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 (1) WOMEN DRIVEN LIKE CATTLE 
 (2) WHOLE VILLAGES DEPORTED 
 (3) TREATED LIKE WILD ANIMALS 
 (4) THOUSANDS HOMELESS   (A)   

  November 26, 1915 5 

49 

 ARMENIANS   HALF A MILLION KILLED 
 (1) BLOOD-CURDLING HORRORS 
 (2) "EVERY MAN WAS KILLED" 
 (3) BABIES FLUNG INTO FLAMES   (A)  

  November 29, 1915 7 

50 

 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 STORY OF EYE-WITNESS 
 (1) REVOLTING TALE OF CRUELTY 
 (2) THE MARKET OF WOMEN 
 (3) THE WOMEN OF ZILCH   (A)  

CEW BEAN December 2, 1915 5 

51  VILE TURKS-TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS
 ONE MILLION VICTIMS PERISH   (A)   December 16, 1915 9 

52 
 ARMENIANS RESCUED 
 AFTER 53 DAYS' SIEGE 
 TURKS SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED   (A)  

  December 21, 1915 7 

53  EDITORIAL  (A),  (REF)   January 1, 1916 8 

54  INTERCESSION SERVICE 
 BISHOP URGES PREPAREDNESS   (A), (REF)   January 4, 1916 7 
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55  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 PEASANTRY SLAUGHTERED   (A)    January 17, 1916 9 

56 

 ARMENIAN MASSACRES (A) 
 (1) WOMEN AND CHILDREN BURNED 
 (2) BUTCHER BATTALIONS 
 (3) EVERY MAN KILLED FIGHTING 
 (4) MEN,WOMEN, AND CHILDREN FIGHT     

  January 22, 1916 5 

57  MORE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 WOMEN SOLD OPENLY IN TURKEY   (A)   February 12, 1916 17 

58 
 (1) AMERICA THREATENS TURKEY   (A) 
 PROTEST AGAINST ARMENIAN HORRORS
 (20 FURTHER MASSACRES AT ERZERUM  

  February 21, 1916 7 

59 

 ARMENIAN CAMPAIGN 
 RUSSIANS SWEEP ON 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 AMERICAN PROTEST UNOFFICIAL   (A)  

  February 22, 1916 7 

60  NO TITLE   (A) EDITORIAL February 23, 1916 8 
61  CZAR'S ARMY - ADVANCE IN ARMENIA (A) LONDON March 10, 1916 7 

62 
 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 ONE MILLION VICTIMS 
 A GERMAN ADMISSION   (A)  

  April 17, 1916 7 

63 
 THE ASIATIC TURK - HIS AWFUL CONDUCT
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 BABIES USED FOR TARGET PRACTICE   (A)

LONDON May 15, 1916 8 

64 
 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
 AT TREBIZOND AND ERZERUM 
 MANY THOUSANDS MASSACRED   (A) 

  May 23, 1916 7 

65 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 TWO MILLION VICTIMS 
 RESULT OF FRENCH INQUIRIES   (A) 

  June 23, 1916 7 

66  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 "GREATEST CRIME IN HISTORY"   (A)   July 8, 1916 20 

67 
 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (A) 
 SHOCKING DEEDS BY TURKS 
 ARMENIAN STUDENTS BOUND AND SHOT 

  July 19, 1916 9 

68 
 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 GERMAN OFFICERS IMPLICATED 
 EVIDENCE OBTAINED ON THE SPOT   (A) 

  July 22, 1916 19 

69  ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 PARENTS EAT CHILDREN   (A)   August 21, 1916 7 

70 
 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 EVEN GERMANS PROTEST 
 BERLIN IGNORES APPEAL   (A) 

LONDON August 25, 1916 7 

71  PLIGHT OF ARMENIANS 
 THOUSANDS STARVING   (A)   September 12, 1916 7 

72 

 ATROCIOUS TURKS 
 PERSECUTED ARMENIANS 
 HIDEOUS SCENES AT ALEPPO 
 GERMANY'S RESPONSIBILITY   (A) 

NEW YORK September 21, 1916 7 

73  LUCKY ARMENIANS 
 25000 ESCAPE FROM TURKISH GRIP   (A)   October 27, 1916 7 

74  AMERICANS IN TURKEY 
 MORE ARMENIAN HORRORS   (A)   November 30, 1916 7 
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75 
 FIENDISH TURKS 
 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 EYE-WITNESSE'S HIDEOUS STORY   (A) 

  January 2, 1917 7 

76  ARMENIAN HORRORS                                         
THOUSANDS DYING OF STARVATION   (A)    February 19, 1917 7 

77  ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 THE GHASTLY TRUTH   (A)   February 27, 1917 7 

78  BUTCHERED ARMENIANS 
 MORE TURKISH HORRORS   (A)   June 22, 1917 7 

79  SOIL OF ARMENIA   (A)   January 12, 1918 5 

80  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 GIRLS SOLD FOR TWO DOLLARS   (A)   January 19, 1918 6 

81  AMERICAN WAR NEWS   (A)   March 6, 1918 9 

82  TURKS AT TREBIZOND 
 MASSACRE AND OUTRAGE   (A)   March 12, 1918 5 

83  ARMENIAN WOMEN SOLD 
 RUSSIAN SOLDIERS LOOT   (A)   March 21, 1918 7 

84 
 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 WOMEN BOUND TO RAILWAY LINE   (A) 

  April 6, 1918 17 

85  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 RUSSIA BLAMES GERMANY   (A)   April 15, 1918 7 

86  MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)   June 10, 1918 7 
87  BRITISH AT BAKU   (REF)   August 19, 1918 7 
88  MORE TURKISH MASSACRES   (CH)   September 2, 1918 5 
89  TURKS MURDERING CHRISTIANS   (CH)   September 13, 1918 7 

90 
 HORRORS OF BAKU 
 THOUSANDS MASSACRED 
 HOSPITAL PATIENTS SLAUGHTERED   (T) 

  November 4, 1918 7 

91  FREEDOM FOR ARMENIANS 
 INSISTED UPON BY ALLIES   (A)   November 21, 1918 7 

92  "YOUNG TURKS" IN BERLIN 
 DEMAND FOR EXTRADITION   (A)   November 26, 1918 5 

93  "YOUNG TURKS" FUGITIVES 
 SHELTER AFFORDED BY GERMANY   (A)   November 27, 1918 9 

94  TURKS BEING INCITED 
 HATRED OF ALLIES AND ARMENIANS   (A)   December 28, 1918 7 

95  BUTCHERED ARMENIANS 
 1,500,000 VICTIMS   (A)   January 6, 1919 5 

96  RESPONSIBILITY FOR MASSACRES   (A)   January 27, 1919 7 
97  TURKISH OPRESSORS   (A), (G)   February 10, 1919 5 
98  GENERAL CABLES   (A)   February 17, 1919 5 

99  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 VAN SANDERS TO BE TRIED   (A)   February 25, 1919 5 

100 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 BLACK DEEDS OF TURKS   (A)   March 15, 1919 8 

101 PERSECUTION BY TURKS 
 PROTEST TO ALLIES   (A), (G)   March 20, 1919 7 

102 ARMENIANS STARVING   (A)   March 31, 1919 5 

103 RISINGS IN EAST - TURKEY DISTURBED    
(REF)   April 19, 1919 15 



 

 

 

277

104 TURKS IN REVOLT 
 BOLSHEVIKS BID FOR POWER   (REF)   April 24, 1919 5 

105 ARMENIANS BEING STARVED   (A)   April 25, 1919 7 

106 TURKISH WAR MAKERS 
 TO BE BROUGHT TO ACCOUNT   (REL)   May 31, 1919 19 

107
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) 
 U.S.A. ADMIRAL WARNS TURKEY 
 INTERFERENCE RESENTED BY FRANCE    

  August 29, 1919 7 

108 AMERICA AND TURKEY 
 INTERFERENCE ALLEGED   (A)   August 30, 1919 19 

109 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
 VON SANDERS TO BE TRIED  (A)   September 1, 1919 7 

110
 TURKISH MASSACRES 
 WARNING BY UNITED STATES 
 COMMOTION IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (CH) 

LONDON September 12, 1919 7 

111 SLAUGHTERED ARMENIANS 
 GHASTLY WORK OF TURKS   (A)   February 19, 1920 

7 

112 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON February 27, 1920 7 
113 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A)   March 1, 1920 7 

114 TURKS SLAY ARMENIANS 
 (1) FRENCH RELIEF FORCE REPULSED   (A) LONDON March 3, 1920 

11 

115 TERMS FOR TURKEY 
 REMNANT OF EMPIRE   (A) LONDON March 8, 1920 

7 

116 DISCIPLINING TURKEY 
 CONTROL OF CAPITAL   (REF) APA  March 10, 1920 

11 

117
 MASSACRED BY TURKS 
 15 000 IN ASIA MINOR 
 MORE TROOPS MAY BE SENT   (A)   March 11, 1920 

7 

118 DEALING WITH TURKEY 
 WARNING BY WILSON (REF), (CH)   March 12, 1920 

7 

119 ALLIES AND TURKS 
 SERIOUS SITUATION   (REF)   March 13, 1920 

21 

120 PEACE PROBLEMS 
 DEALING WITH TURKS   (A) LONDON March 15, 1920 

7 

121 TURKISH OUTRAGES 
 MALTREATMENT OF CHRISTIANS  (CH), (G)   March 16, 1920 

7 

122
 TURKEY'S FATE - VIEWS OF MR WILSON 
 MUST LEAVE EUROPE 
 INDEPENDENCE FOR ARMENIA (A) LONDON April 1, 1920 

7 

123 THE BAKU REGION   (A)   May 3, 1920 7 

124 ARMENIANS SLAUGHTERED   (A), (CH) 
 BRUTAL TURKISH GENERAL’S DEED    September 8, 1920 

9 

125 TURKS BREAK OUT AGAIN   (A)    November 3, 1920 9 

126 ARMENIANS OVERCOME 
 TURKISH DEMANDS AND THREATS  (A)   November 22, 1920 

7 

127 ARMENIAN'S REVENGE 
 TURKISH EX-VIZIER ASSASINATED   (A) BERLIN March 17, 1921 

7 

128 PLEDGE TO DYING MOTHER 
 WHY TALAAT PASHA WAS SLAIN   (A) BERLIN March 18, 1921 

7 

129 GENERAL CABLES   (A)   March 25, 1921 8 
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130
 MURDER OF VIZIER 
 (1) YOUNG MAN ACQUITTED   (A) 
 (2) REPORTED MASSACRE OF GREEKS 
 (A),  (G)  LONDON June 6, 1921 

7 

131 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 HORRORS OF TURKISH RULE   (A), (T) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 11, 1921 

7 

132 VICTIMS OF ASSASSINS 
 TURKS FOLLOWED TO BERLIN   (A) BERLIN April 20, 1921 

7 

133 GENERAL CABLES   (REL)   December 8, 1921 7 

134 TURKISH BARBARITY 
 EXTERMINATION OF CHRISTIANS   (CH)   17-May-1922 

11 

135
 TURKISH SAVAGERY   (A) 
 MASSACRE INSTRUCTIONS 
 "ARMENIANS MUST BE EXTERMINATED" LONDON May 30, 1922 

7 

136 TURKISH ATROCITIES   (N) 
 AMERICA PREPARED TO INVESTIGATE  NEW YORK June 5, 1922 

7 

137 CHRISTIANS IN DANGER 
 TURKS CRAFTY PLANS   (CH)   September 13, 1922 

11 

138 UGLY INCIDENTS IN SMYRNA   (A), (G) LONDON September 14, 1922 7 

139 KEEP OUT OF EUROPE 
 VICTORIOUS TURKS WARNED   (A), (CH) LONDON September 15, 1922 

9 

140
 SMYRNA BURNING 
 DREADFUL DEVELOPMENT 
 SUPPOSED TURKISH CRIME   (A), (G) LONDON September 16, 1922 

25 

141 PROTEST AGAINST MASSACRE   (A), (G) ATHENS September 18, 1922 7 

142
 UNHAPPY SMYRNA 
 HOMELESS, HUNGRY POPULACE 
 "SCENES BEGGAR DESCRPTION"   (A), (G)   September 19, 1922 

7 

143

 TURKISH MASSACRES 
 FURTHER ATROCITIES FEARED   (CH) 
 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA 
 HELP FOR LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

CONSTANTINOPLE
GENEVA 
LONDON September 21, 1922 

9 

144
 THE TERRIBLE TURK   (CH) 
 OUTSPOKEN AMERICAN 
 OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE OF SMYRNA LONDON September 22, 1922 

9 

145 (1) LESSON OF TURK'S MASSACRE 
 (2) POLICING OF NEAR EAST   (CH)   September 25, 1922 

11 

146 GENERAL CABLES   (A)   September 29, 1922 12 

147 (1) PLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
 (2) TURKS ARREST CHRISTIANS   (CH)   October 11, 1922 

11 

148 TURKISH DEPORTATIONS   (CH) ATHENS October 14, 1922 25 

149 (1) REFUGEES FROM ANATOLIA   (CH) 
 (2) TURKISH PEACE PACT (TO THE EDITOR)   October 16, 1922 

7 

150 FLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
 HARROWING SCENES   (A), (CH) ATHENS November 15, 1922 

11 

151
 DEBATE IN COMMONS   (A), (CH) 
 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
 WORK FOR LEAGUE OF NATIONS  LONDON November 27, 1922 

9 

152 FLIGHT FROM ANATOLIA 
 "WILL SHOCK THE WORLD"   (CH)   November 30, 1922 

9 

153 EVACUATION OF CHRISTIANS 
 AMERICAN PROTEST   (CH) NEW YORK December 4, 1922 

9 
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154
 (1) TERROR IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
 POPE'S APPEAL FOR CHRISTIANS 
 CONCLUSIVE BRITISH METHODS  (A), (CH)

LAUSANNE 
LONDON December 7, 1922 

9 

155
 AT BLACK SEA PORTS   (CH) 
 PLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
 ANGORA GOVERNMENT'S INHUMANITY  LONDON December 8, 1922 

11 

156 NEAR EAST MINORITIES 
 QUESTION OF PROTECTION   (CH)   December 14, 1922 

11 

157 GRAVE WARNING TO TURKS 
 MINORITIES MUST BE SAFE   (CH), (REL) LAUSANNE December 15, 1922 

11 

158 GENERAL CABLES   (A)   January 11, 1923 9 
159 REFUGEES FROM TURKS   (A), (G)   January 15, 1923 10 
160 CHRISTIANS HANGED   (CH)   January 16, 1923 9 
161 CHRISTIANS EXECUTED   (CH)    January 18, 1923 7 

162 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
 AMERICA REFUSES ADMISSION   (A) WASHINGTON January 25, 1923 

7 

163 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
 NEW HOMES IN RUSSIA   (A) WASHINGTON February 1, 1923 

9 

164 FLOW TO AMERICA 
 FOREIGN MARGIN REDUCED   (A) WASHINGTON February 7, 1923 

19 

165 NEAR EAST REFUGEES 
 PERMANENT HOMES WANTED   (CH)   April 4, 1923 

9 

166 REFUGEES FROM THE TURKS   (A)   August 4, 1923 29 
167 DRIVE OF ARMENIANS   (A)   August 18, 1923 25 
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1.3 The Brisbane Courier 
 

  
 THE BRISBANE COURIER  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE  
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1  ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
 A TERRIBLE POSITION   (A), (G) PETROGRAD December 15, 1914 

7 

2  MASSACRE IN ARMENIA 
 KURDS TERRORISING THE POPULATION   (A) PETROGRAD December 26, 1914 

7 

3 
 CAMPAIGN AGAINST TURKEY 
 RUSSIAN SUCCESSES 
 ATROCITIES BY TURKS   (A) PETROGRAD December 31, 1914 

7 

4  THE BALKAN STATES   (CH) 
 TURKS' THREAT TO MASSACRE CHRISTIANS LONDON January 12, 1915 

7 

5  FIGHTING IN PERSIA 
 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (A), (CH) PETROGRAD January 15, 1915 

8 

6  THE RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN 
 TURKS MASSACRE ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD January 30, 1915 

5 

7  A THREATENED MASSACRE 
 NON MOSLEMS IN PALESTINE   (N) CAIRO February 22, 1915 

7 

8  TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD February 24, 1915 

7 

9  CONSPIRACY DISCOVERED 
 DEPOT OF BOMBS SEIZED   (A) SOFIA March 13, 1915 

5 

10  TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 60 CHRISTIAN FAMILIES MASSACRED   (CH) ATHENS March 23, 1915 

6 

11 
 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
 KURDS ON THE WAR PATH 
 TURKS UNDER DJEMAL PASHA   (A) PETROGRAD May 11, 1915 

7 

12 
 TURKISH HORRORS 
 WAR ON THE CHRISTIANS   (A), (CH) 
 REVOLTING MURDERS BY KAISER'S ALLY LONDON May 12, 1915 

7 

13 
 THE GERMAN KURDS 
 ASIATIC BARBARISM EXCELLED 
 REPORT ON ATROCITIES   (REF) LONDON May 13, 1915 

7 

14  THE MASSACRING TURK 
 SIX THOUSAND ARMENIANS KILLED   (A) LONDON May 19, 1915 

7 

15  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 WHOLE VILLAGES DEVASTATED   (A) PARIS May 24, 1915 

7 

16 
 TURKISH SAVAGERY 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 ALLIES WARN TURKISH MINISTERS   (A) LONDON May 25, 1915 

7 

17  INDEPENDENT ARMENIA 
 20 ARMENIANS EXECUTED  (A) AMSTERDAM June 21, 1915 

7 

18  TURKS GETTING DESPERATE 
 ANARCHY IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) ROME July 21, 1915 

7 

19 
 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 WHOLESALE MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 THE KAISER'S DEEDS OUTDONE 
 9000 WOMEN AND CHILDREN SHOT PETROGRAD July 24, 1915 

5 
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 WHOLE DISTRICTS WIPED OUT   (A) 

20 

 (1) GERMANS IN TURKEY 
 APPALLING MASSACRES 
 DUE TO GERMAN INFLUENCE   (A), (CH) 
 (2) TURKS IN PALESTINE 
 HARDSHIPS OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) 

LONDON 
ROME July 30, 1915 

7 

21  THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 DETAILS OF MASSACRES   (A), (G) ATHENS August 3, 1915 

7 

22 
 CILICIAN HORRORS 
 40,000 ARMENIANS PERISH 
 DRIVEN INTO THE DESERT TO DIE   (A) ROME August 5, 1915 

7 

23 
 TURKEY FOR THE TURKS 
 ENVER BEY AND THE MASSACRES OF                   
CHRISTIANS   (A), (CH), (G)   ATHENS August 7, 1915 

7 

24 
 THE MURDERED ARMENIANS 
 REQUIEM SERVICES IN BULGARIA 
 TURKS EXECRATED   (A) SOFIA August 21, 1915 

5 

25  TURKISH MASSACRE - ISMID SET ON FIRE 
 WHOLE POPULATION MURDERED   (A), (G) ATHENS September 6, 1915

7 

26 
  THE KAISER'S ALLY  
 TURKISH HORRORS  
 70,000 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) ROME September 10, 1915

7 

27 
 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 WHOLESALE METHODS 
 "AFTER ALL IT IS WAR !"   (A) LONDON September 11, 1915

5 

28  POSITION OF ARMENIANS   (A) 
 DEPUTATION TO THE BULGARIAN PREMIER SOFIA September 13, 1915

7 

29  THE SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
 APPEAL OF VISCOUNT BRYCE   (A) NEW YORK September 22, 1915

7 

30 

 (1) ARMENIANS ACTIVE 
 TURKS KEPT OFF FROM JULY TILL SEPTEMBER
 (2) WHOLESALE MASSACRES 
 WIPING OUT THE ARMENIANS 
 APPALLING WORK OF THE TURKS   (A) 

PARIS 
LONDON September 23, 1915

7 

31 
 DESTROYING A NATION 
 TURKS ELIMINATING ARMENIANS 
 MASSACRE AND EXILE   (A) LONDON September 24, 1915

7 

32 
 IN CONSTANTINOPLE - LIFE INTOLERABLE 
 CHRISTIANS TERRORISED 
 ARMENIANS SOLD INTO SLAVERY   (A), (CH) PARIS September 25, 1915

5 

33 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 TURKS' WAR OF EXTERMINATION  
 450,000 MURDERED   (A) WASHINGTON September 27, 1915

7 

34 

 THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK 
 EXTERMINTING THE ARMENIANS 
 AWFUL STORIES OF CRUELTY 
 SCENES UNPARALLELED IN HISTORY   (A) LONDON September 28, 1915

7 

35  THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 COUNT BERNSTORFF'S DENIAL   (A) WASHINGTON September 29, 1915

7 

36  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 ENCOURAGED BY GERMAN CONSULS   (A) LONDON October 1, 1915 

7 
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37  THE DOOMED ARMENIANS 
 MUNIFICENT OFFER FROM AMERICA   (A) LONDON October 4, 1915 

7 

38 
 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 UNITED STATES STIRRED 
 A NOTE FOR TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON October 6, 1915 

7 

39 

 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 IS GERMANY PRIVY! 
 WHO CAN RESTRAIN THE TURKS? 
 AN APALLING DEATH TOLL  (A) LONDON October 8, 1915 

7 

40  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 DANISH HORROR-APPEAL TO AMERICA   (A) LONDON October 11, 1915 

7 

41 
 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 CRITICISM OF GERMAN ACTION   (A) 
 THE MOST HORRIBLE INCIDENT OF THE WAR LONDON October 12, 1915 

7 

42 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 OPERATIONS RESUMED   (A) 
 AMERICAN REPRESANTATION UNHEADED LONDON October 14, 1915 

7 

43  ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 NEED FOR RELIEF   (A) LONDON October 16, 1915 

5 

44 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 "WORST IN HISTORY" 
 MANSION HOUSE FUND OPENED   (A) LONDON October 18, 1915 

7 

45 
 ARMENIAN RISING 
 TO AVENGE THE MASSACRES 
 WILL FIGHT FOR THE ALLIES   (A) PETROGRAD October 20, 1915 

7 

46 
 OVER 1,000,000 ARMENIANS EXILED 
 THREE QUARTERS KILLED OR ENSLAVED BY     
TURKS   (A) WASHINGTON October 23, 1915 

5 

47 
 ARMENIAN HORRORS - FULLY CONFIRMED  
 HUMAN WOLVES AMONG    (A) 
 DEFENSLESS BEINGS LONDON October 26, 1915 

7 

48 

 TURKISH MASSACRES 
 UNPARALLELED ATROCITIES 
 ARMENIANS EXTERMINATED 
 WOMEN AND CHILDREN BURNT ALIVE   (A) LONDON November 29, 1915 

7 

49 
 DESTROYING A PEOPLE 
 THE ARMENIAN TRAGEDY 
 A MILLION HAVE PERISHED   (A) LONDON December 17, 1915 

7 

50  ARMENIAN HORRORS - RESCUE OF REFUGEES
 A THRILLING ACCOUNT   (A) LONDON December 21, 1915 

7 

51  INTERCESSION DAY OBSERVED THROUGHOUT  
AUSTRALIA   (REF) LONDON January 4, 1916 

7 

52 
 MURDERING A NATION 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 BRUTALITY OF THE TURKS   (A) LONDON January 17, 1916 

7 

53  WIPING OUT A NATION - MURDERING THE FEW 
REMAINING ARMENIANS   (A) GENEVA February 12, 1916 

5 

54 
 (1) MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
 (2) ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
 AN AMERICAN PROTEST (A) WASHINGTON February 21, 1916 

7 

55  THE MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 UNITED STATES PROTEST "UNOFFICIAL"  (A) WASHINGTON February 22, 1916 

7 

56  TURKISH ARMIES CUT OFF   (A) PETROGRAD February 22, 1916 7 
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57  ARMENIANS AT ERZEROUM 
 WHOLESALE MASSACRE   (A) PETROGRAD March 10, 1916 

7 

58  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 UPWARDS OF 1,000,000   (A) AMSTERDAM April 17, 1916 

7 

59  TURKISH ATROCITIES AT TREBIZOND   (A) PETROGRAD May 15, 1916 7 

60  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 TURKISH METHODS   (A) BUCHAREST May 23, 1916 

7 

61  THE GERMAN CONSCIENCE 
 TROUBLED OVER ARMENIANS   (A) COPENHAGEN July 8, 1916 

5 

62  MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 MORE TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A) PARIS July 19, 1916 

7 

63  MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 RESPONSIBILITY TRACED TO GERMANS   (A) PARIS July 22, 1916 

5 

64  HORRORS IN ARMENIA 
 CANNIBALISM AND STARVATION   (A) NEW YORK August 21, 1916 

7 

65  ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
 WHAT THE GERMANS PERMITTED   (A) LONDON August 25, 1916 

7 

66  TURKEY'S POSITION 
 ADVOCATES OF A SEPARATE PEACE   (A) LONDON September 7, 1916

7 

67  THE PERSECUTED ARMENIANS 
 HORRIBLE ATROCITIES - 30,000 STARVING  (A) NEW YORK September 12, 1916

7 

68  TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 HORRIBLE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS  (A) NEW YORK September 21, 1916

7 

69  THE SUFFERING ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON October 5, 1916 7 
70  EXODUS OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON October 27, 1916 7 

71  THE GUILDHALL BANQUET 
 A DISTINGUISHED GATHERING   (REF) LONDON November 11, 1916

5 

72  PERSECUTED ARMENIANS 
 TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS   (A) LONDON November 30, 1916

7 

73 
 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 HORRIFYING STORIES MEN, WOMEN AND     
CHILDREN HORRIBLY MUTILATED   (A) LONDON January 2, 1917 

6 

74 
 ATROCITIES ON ARMENIANS 
 GERMANY'S NOBLE ALLY 
 WIPING OUT A POPULATION   (A) PARIS February 19, 1917

7 

75  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 A TERRIBLE PICTURE   (A) LONDON June 22, 1917 

7 

76  THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK 
 MASSACRE IN ARMENIA   (A) NEW YORK March 6, 1918 

7 

77  THE TERRIBLE TURK 
 MASSACRE AT TREBIZOND   (A) PETROGRAD March 12, 1918 

7 

78  FIGHTING IN ARMENIA 
 TURKS RECAPTURE ERZERUM   (A) LONDON March 18, 1918 

6 

79  SLAVERY REVIVED   (REF) 
 RUSSIAN SOLDIERS BUY AND SELL WOMEN NEW YORK March 20, 1918 

8 

80 
 THE TERRIBLE TURK 
 MASSACRE OF 8000 ARMENIANS  
 A BISHOP MURDERED   (A) ROME March 26, 1918 

5 

81 
 THE TERRIBLE TURK 
 MASSACRE OF 8000 ARMENIANS 
 A BISHOP MURDERED   (A) ROME April 6, 1918 

5 
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82  MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
 RUSSIAN NOTE TO BERLIN   (A) LONDON April 15, 1918 

8 

83  THE SUFFERING ARMENIANS 
 MASSACRES BY TURKS   (A) LONDON June 10, 1918 

7 

84  ARMENIANS AND TURKS 
 A HALF-HEARTED PEACE   (A) NEW YORK August 19, 1918 

 

85  CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
 MASSACRES BY THE TURKS   (CH) NEW YORK September 2, 1918 

7 

86  TURKS MURDERING CHRISTIANS   (CH)   September 14, 1918 5 
87  TURKEY AND THE WAR   (A), (REF) EDITORIAL October 12, 1918 4 
88  SURRENDER OF TURKEY  (A), (REF) EDITORIAL November 2, 1918 4 

89  TARTARS MASSACRE ARMENIANS 
 HOSPITAL PATIENTS ATTACKED   (A), (T) STOCKHOLM November 4, 1918 

10 

90  MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 PUTTING THE CURB OF TURKEY   (A) LONDON November 21, 1918 

7 

91  TURKISH REFUGEES   (A) 
 EXTRADITION FROM GERMANY DEMANDED COPENHAGEN November 26, 1918 

7 

92  TURKS IN GERMANY 
 THE EXTRADITION DEMANDED   (A) ROTTERDAM November 27, 1918 

7 

93  TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 AGITATORS AT WORK   (A) LONDON December 30, 1918 

7 

94 

 (1) MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
 CHILDREN DIE OF HUNGER 
 TWO THOUSAND WOMEN BURNED TO DEATH
 (2) PERPETRATING A FINAL MASSACRE   (A) 

PARIS 
AMSTERDAM January 6, 1919 

7 

95  REPORTED ARRESTS   (A), (G) ATHENS January 27, 1919 8 

96  NEW TURKISH RULE 
 ARRESTS AT CONSTANTINOPLE   (A), (G) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE February 10, 1919 

7 

97  TURKISH OFFICER'S SUICIDE   (A) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE February 17, 1919 7 

98  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 BRINGING OFFENDERS TO BOOK   (A) PARIS February 25, 1919 

7 

99  PERSECUTIONS BY TURKS   (A), (G) LONDON March 20, 1919 7 
100  AN ARMENIAN APPEAL   (A)   March 31, 1919 7 
101  RISING IN TURKEY - MASSACRES FEARED  (A) LONDON April 19, 1919 5 

102  STARVING ARMENIANS 
 DYING IN TENS OF THOUSANDS   (A) NEW YORK April 25, 1919 

7 

103  AMERICAN INTERFERENCE 
 FRENCH IRRITATION CAUSED   (A) WASHINGTON August 29, 1919 

7 

104  AMERICAN WARNING TO TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON August 30, 1919 5 
105  NOTORIOUS GERMAN GENERAL   (A) ROME September 1, 1919 7 

106  WARNING TO TURKEY 
 MASSACRES TO CEASE   (CH) ATHENS September 12, 1919 

7 

107 
 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS  (A) 

ATHENS 
WASHINGTON February 19, 1920 

7 

108  GRAVE ARMENIAN SITUATION   (A)   February 27, 1920 5 

109  FUTURE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
 NAVAL AND MILITARY OCCUPATION   (A) LONDON March 10, 1920 

7 

110  ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON March 11, 1920 7 
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111 
 TURKISH SITUATION 
 SUPREME COUNCIL'S ACTION 
 AN ANXIOUS OUTLOOK   (REF) LONDON March 13, 1920 

5 

112  TURKISH PEACE TREATY 
 THE FUTURE OF ARMENIA   (A) LONDON March 15, 1920 

7 

113  TURKISH PERSECUTIONS   (CH) LONDON March 16, 1920 7 
114  KING OF SYRIA   (A) WASHINGTON April 1, 1920 7 

115  TARTARS AND ARMENIANS   (A), (T) 
 FOUR HUNDRED PERSONS MASSACRED LONDON May 3, 1920 

7 

116  PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) ATHENS September 8, 1920 7 

117  MASSACRED ARMENIANS 
 ANOTHER TUKISH ATROCITY   (A) LONDON November 3, 1920

7 

118  THREAT TO ARMENIANS 
 GEORGIAN STATE ENDANGERED   (A) PARIS November 22, 1920

7 

119  TALAAT BEY ASSASINATED   (A) 
 A BERLIN ST TRAGEDY-REVENGE THE MOTIVE BERLIN March 17, 1921 

7 

120 
 TALAAT BEY'S ASSASSIN 
 CONFESSION IN HOSPITAL 
 "HAPPY AND UNREPENTANT"   (A) BERLIN March 18, 1921 

7 

121  OUTRAGES ON ARMENIANS 
 APPALLING EVIDENCE   (A) LONDON June 6, 1921 

7 

122  CRIME REVENGED 
 REVELATIONS AT COURT MARTIAL   (A) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 11, 1921 

7 

123  TURKISH ATROCITIES - 30,000 REFUGEES   (N) ATHENS November 25, 1921 6 

124  BERLIN MURDERS 
 FIFTEEN ARMENIANS ARRESTED   (A) BERLIN April 20, 1922 

7 

125  ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 TURKISH SAVAGERY   (A) LONDON May 30, 1922 

7 

126 
 TURKISH CRUELTY 
 PROPOSED JOINT ENQUIRY 
 AMERICAN DECISION   (A), (G) NEW YORK June 5, 1922 

7 

127  DEATH OF DJEMAL PASHA 
 MURDERED AT TIFLIS   (N), (REL) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE July 27, 1922 

5 

128  (1) CHRISTIANS TERRIFIED 
 (2) ANTI CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT   (CH) LONDON August 14, 1922 

5 

129  CHRISTIANS TERRIFIED   (CH) LONDON September 14, 1922 5 
130  EXECUTIONS INCREASING   (A), (G) LONDON September 15, 1922 5 

131 
 (1) TURKISH FEROCITY 
 SCENES OF HORROR AT SMYRNA   (CH) 
 (2) BISHOP MURDERED   (CH) 
 (2) MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) ATHENS September 16, 1922

7 

132 
 A TERRIBLE FIRE 
 OUTBREAK IN SMYRNA 
 ONE THOUSAND DEAD   (A), (G) LONDON September 16, 1922

7 

133 
 (1) RELIEF FOR REFUGEES   (RFG) 
 (2) DAMAGE IN SMYRNA 
 TURKISH MASSACRES   (N) 

WASHINGTON 
ATHENS September 18, 1922

7 

134  WHY THE EMPIRE STANDS READY   (CH) EDITORIAL September 19, 1922 6 

135  TERRIBLE SCENES   (A), (G) 
 SITUATION IN SMYRNA-TALES OF REFUGEES ATHENS September 19, 1922

7 
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136  HELP FOR REFUGEES 
 LEAGUE NATION'S ACTION   (RFG) GENEVA September 21, 1922 

5 

137  CHRISTIANS FLEEING 
 EXODUS FROM CONSTANTINOPLE   (CH), (G) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE September 21, 1922 

5 

138 
 (1) TURK OPPRESSION 
 DEPORTING CHRISTIANS   (CH) 
 (2) AN AMERICAN'S VIEWS   (CH) LONDON September 22, 1922 

5 

139 

 (1) SMYRNA OUTRAGES   (A), (G) 
 (2) "A WANDERING BARBARIAN" 
 THE TURK AND HIS ATROCITIES   (A), (CH) 
 (3) AMERICAN CHURCHES   (N) 
 (4) TURKISH MASSACRES   (CH)   September 25, 1922 

7 

140 
 (1) ORDERED TO QUIT 
 REFUGEES IN SMYRNA   
 (2) APPEAL FOR SECOUR   (RFG) 

LONDON 
GENEVA September 27, 1922 

5 

141  SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG) LONDON September 28, 1922 5 
142  AN ASSASSINATION SEQUEL   (A) PARIS September 29, 1922 5 

143  SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 3, 1922 7 

144  RELIEVING DESTRESS   (N) WASHINGTON October 5, 1922 4 
145  EVACUATION OF SMYRNA   (CH)   October 6, 1922 6 
146  THE NEAR EAST   (CH)  EDITORIAL October 9, 1922 6 

147  (1) RELIEVING DESTRESS  (N) 
 (2) TURKS ARREST CHRISTIANS   (CH) WASHINGTON October 11, 1922 

5 

148  HELPING REFUGEES   (RFG) LONDON October 12, 1922 7 

149  CHRISTIAN REFUGEES   (CH) 
 HARROWING DETAILS-IN A PITIABLE PLIGHT LONDON October 14, 1922 

7 

150  REFUGEES FROM ANATOLIA   (RFG) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 16, 1922 5 

151 
 THE NEAR EAST - GRAVE SITUATION 
 CONSTANTINOPLE STREETS UNSAFE 
 CHRISTIAN POPULATION IN FILGHT   (CH) LONDON November 14, 1922 

5 

152 
 A GREAT TREK   (A), (G) 
 REFUGEES FROM ANATOLIA 
 HARROWING SCENES IN THE STREETS  ATHENS November 15, 1922 

5 

153  A GREAT TREK - CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
 FLIGHT FROM ANATOLIA   (CH) LONDON November 30, 1922 

5 

154  AMERICAN PROTESTS 
 THE CHRISTIAN EXODUS   (CH) NEW YORK December 4, 1922 

7 

155  FIRM ACTION 
 INCIDENTS IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) LONDON December 7, 1922 

5 

156  NOTE FROM VATICAN 
 CHRISTIANS IN CONSTANTINOPLE  (A), (CH) LAUSANNE December 7, 1922 

5 

157  SORE STRAITS 
 PLIGHT OF REFUGEES   (RFG) LONDON December 8, 1922 

5 

158  TURKS DENY REPORTS  (CH) LAUSANNE December 8, 1922 5 
159  PASSPORT QUESTION   (A), (G) LONDON December 8, 1922 5 
160  QUESTION OF OVERSEAS SETTLEMENT  (RFG) LONDON December 8, 1922 5 

161  IMMIGRATION - AMERICAN SCHEME 
 100,000 ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON January 11, 1923 

7 
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162 
 ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
 EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 
 SENATE'S DECISION   (A) WASHINGTON January 15, 1923 

9 

163  CHRISTIANS EXECUTED   (CH) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE January 16, 1923 7 

164  CHRISTIANS EXECUTED   (CH) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE January 18, 1923 5 

165  ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
 MIGRATION PROPOSAL DEFEATED   (A) WASHINGTON January 25, 1923 

5 

166  FLEEING ARMENIANS 
 AMERICAN LEGISLATOR'S PROPOSAL   (A) WASHINGTON February 1, 1923 

5 

167  ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
 TO BE ADMITTED TO THE UNITED STATES  (A) WASHINGTON February 7, 1923 

5 

168 
 DRIVEN FROM HOME 
 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 UNFORTUNATE ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON August 18, 1923 

7 
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1.4 The Mercury 
 

 
THE MERCURY    1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1 
 TURKISH ATROCITIES   (CH) 
 TERRIBLE PLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS IN 
ARMENIA PETROGRAD December 15, 1914 

5 

2 
 KURDISH OUTRAGES 
 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA   (A), (G)   December 26, 1914 

5 

3 
 THE TURKS AGGRESSIVE 
 INVASION OF RUSSIAN TERRITORY 
 MASSACRE OF THE INHABITANTS   (A) PETROGRAD December 31, 1914 

5 

4 
 ANTI-CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT                                  
MURDER OF GREEKS IN ASIA MINOR (CH), (G)   January 11, 1915 

5 

5 
 FORCING THE DARDANELLES 
 AN EXTRAORDINARY GERMAN WARNING  
(CH) LONDON January 12, 1915 

5 

6 
 PROGRESS OF THE TURKS                                         
MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (A) LONDON January 15, 1915 

5 

7 
 TURKISH ATROCITIES                                                
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD January 30, 1915 

5 

8 
 RUSSO-TURKISH WAR                                                
TURKISH ATROCITIES                                            
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD February 24, 1915 

5 

9  EXODUS FROM CONSTANTINOPLE  (A), (CH)   March 13, 1915 5 

10 
 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS                                      
OUTRAGE BY TURKS (CH) ATHENS March 23, 1915 

5 

11 
TURKEY AND THE ARMENIANS  
WHOLESALE MASSACRES 
AMERICANS IN DANGER   (A) PETROGRAD May 11, 1915 

5 

12 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA  
FEARFUL OUTRAGES   (A), (CH)  LONDON May 12, 1915 

5 

13 
GERMAN BARBARISM 
OUTRAGES IN BELGIUM (REF)   May 13, 1915 

6 

14 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA   (A) PETROGRAD May 19, 1915 

5 

15 
THE TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES 
THE PORTE MADDENED 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA   (A) PARIS May 25, 1915 

5 

16 
ASSASSINATION RAMPANT 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT TO BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE   (A) LONDON May 26, 1915 

5 
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17 
TROUBLE IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
ALLEGED AMERICAN INTRIGUES   (A)   June 21, 1915 

5 

18 
SITUATION IN TURKEY 
PLOT AGAINST THE GERMANS   (CH) ROME July 21, 1915 

5 

19 
TURKHISH ATROCITIES 
OUTRAGES BAFFLE DESCRIPTION 
WHOLESALE SLAUGHTER   (A) PETROGRAD July 24, 1915 

5 

20 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES 
ENCOURAGED BY THE GERMANS   (A) LONDON July 30, 1915 

5 

21 
THE TURKS IN PALESTINE 
HATRED OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) ROME July 30, 1915 

5 

22 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
DREADFUL DETAILS   (A) ATHENS August 3, 1915 

5 

23 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
DRIVEN INTO DESERT TO DIE   (A) PARIS August 5, 1915 

5 

24 
"TURKEY FOR THE TURKS" 
ENVER PASHA'S ALLEGED REMARKS (REF) ATHENS August 9, 1915 

6 

25 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRED ARMENIANS 
APPEAL TO BULGARIA   (A) SOFIA August 21, 1915 

6 

26 
TURKISH ATROCITY  (A), (CH), (G) 
FIRE AND SWORD - WHOLESALE MASSACRE ATHENS September 6, 1915 

5 

27 
DISORDER AT SMYRNA 
TURKISH IRREGURLARS PLUNDERING   (CH)   September 9, 1915 

5 

28 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES   (A) ROME September 10, 1915 

5 

29 
TURKISH ATROCITIES - DIABOLICAL CRUELTY
PEOPLE BURNT ALIVE   (A) LONDON September 11, 1915 

5 

30 
THE ARMENIANS 
REPRESANTATIONS BY BULGARIA   (A) SOFIA September 13, 1915 

5 

31 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
APPEAL TO PEOPLE OF AMERICA   (A) NEW YORK September 22, 1915 

5 

32 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
SYSTEMATIC SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
HALF A MILLION KILLED   (A) LONDON September 23, 1915 

5 

33 
DISASTER AVERTED 
RESCUE BY FRENCH CRUISERS   (A) PARIS September 23, 1915 

5 

34 
THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
DESTROYING THE NATION   (A) LONDON September 24, 1915 

5 

35 
THE CONDITIONS AT CONSTANTINOPLE 
SALE OF ARMENIAN SLAVES   (A), (CH) PARIS September 25, 1915 

5 

36 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS SLAIN 
APPEAL TO AMERICA   (A) WASHINGTON September 27, 1915 

5 

37 EXTERMINATING CHRISTIANS   (A) EDITORIAL September 28, 1915 4 

38 
MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
AWFUL TALES OF CRUELTY 
THOUSANDS KILLED AND DEPORTED   (A) LONDON September 28, 1915 

5 
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39 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
A GERMAN DENIAL   (A) WASHINGTON September 29, 1915 

5 

40 EDITORIAL (REF)   September 29, 1915 4 

41 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
ENCOURAGED BY THE GERMANS 
STREETS RUN WITH BLOOD   (A) LONDON October 1, 1915 

5 

42 
THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
GENEROUS AMERICAN OFFER   (A) LONDON October 4, 1915 

6 

43 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
AMERICAN THREAT TO TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON October 6, 1915 

5 

44 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) EDITORIAL October 8, 1915 4 

45 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
THE WORK OF EXTERMINATION 
800,000 PEOPLE MASSACRED   (A) LONDON October 8, 1915 

5 

46 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GREAT INDIGNATION IN DENMARK 
APPEAL TO AMERICA   (A) COPENHAGEN October 11, 1915 

6 

47 
THE WORST WORLD HAS SEEN 
GERMAN CULPABILITY   (A) LONDON October 11, 1915 

6 

48 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
NOTHING MORE HORRIBLE 
GERMAN CULPABILITY   (A) LONDON October 12, 1915 

5 

49 
INDIGNATION IN AMERICA 
TURK MERELY FOLLOWING THE TEUTON  (A) NEW YORK October 12, 1915 

5 

50 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA   (A) 
AMERICAN PROTEST - UNHEADED BY TURKEY WASHINGTON October 14, 1915 

5 

51 
QUESTION IN THE COMMONS 
SIR EDWARD GREY'S STATEMENT   (A) LONDON October 14, 1915 

5 

52 THE SLAUGHTER RESUMED   (A) 
RESULT OF BULGARIAN ENTRY INTO THE WAR WASHINGTON October 14, 1915 

5 

53 
THE POPE'S PROTEST 
PERSONAL LETTER TO THE SULTAN   (A) ROME October 14, 1915 

5 

54 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
THE NEED FOR HELP   (A) LONDON October 16, 1915 

5 

55 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 
BELGIUM AND ARMENIA   (A) LONDON October 18, 1915 

5 

56 
AVENGING THE MASSACRES 
ARMENIANS ANXIOUS TO RISE  (A) PETROGRAD October 20, 1915 

5 

57 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
OVER 1,000,000 EXILED 
THREE-FOURTH MASSACRED   (A) WASHINGTON October 23, 1915 

5 

58 
THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
WORST REPORTS CONFIRMED   (A) LONDON October 26, 1915 

5 

59 TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A) EDITORIAL November 29, 1915 4 

60 

TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
HALF A MILLION PEOPLE SLAIN 
THE BUTCHER BATTALIONS   (A) LONDON November 29, 1915 

5 

61 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
WIPING OUT ARMENIANS 
SHOCKING REVELATIONS   (A) LONDON December 16, 1915 

5 
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62 
THRILLING ARMENIAN ESCAPE 
THEY TAKE TO THE MOUNTAINS 
RESCUE BY FRENCH   (A) LONDON December 21, 1915 

5 

63 
GERMANY'S ALLY - THE TURKISH METHOD 
AN ARMENIAN'S SIMPLE TALE   (A) C W BEAN December 21, 1915 

6 

64 DAY OF INTERCESSION (REF)   January 4, 1916 5 

65 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES BY THE TURKS  (A) LONDON January 17, 1916 

5 

66 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
THE KILLING RESUMED 
WOMEN AND GIRLS SOLD  (A) GENEVA February 12, 1916 

5 

67 

THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
AMERICA THREATENS TURKEY 
MUSH AND SIVAS 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON February 21, 1916 

5 

68 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
THE REPORTED AMERICAN THREAT   (A) WASHINGTON February 22, 1916 

5 

69 
THE FALL OF ERZEROUM 
WHOLESALE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS  (A) PETROGRAD March 10, 1916 

5 

70 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
OVER A MILLION VICTIMS   (A) AMSTERDAM April 17, 1916 

5 

71 
STATE OF TREBIZOND 
HIDEOUS MASSACRES BY THE TURKS   (A) PETROGRAD May 15, 1916 

5 

72 
TURKISH BARBARITIES 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
THOUSANDS MASSACRED   (A) PETROGRAD May 23, 1916 

5 

73 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
TWO MILLION SLAIN   (A) PARIS June 23, 1916 

5 

74 
THE ARMENIANS 
AN APPEAL IN GERMANY FOR FUNDS   (A) COPENHAGEN July 8, 1916 

8 

75 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PARIS July 19, 1916 

5 

76 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS   (A) PARIS July 22, 1916 

7 

77 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
FURTHER SHOCKING REVERLATIONS   (A) NEW YORK August 21, 1916 

5 

78 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
APPEAL OF GERMAN TEACHERS   (A) LONDON August 25, 1916 

5 

79 
THE ARMENIANS 
THEIR TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE PERISHING   (A) NEW YORK September 12, 1916 

5 

80 
TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A) 
SHOCKING REVELATIONS FROM ARMENIA NEW YORK September 21, 1916 

5 

81 
THE ARMENIANS 
RELIEF FROM AMERICA   (A) WASHINGTON October 6, 1916 

5 

82 
THE ARMENIANS 
A SUCCESSFUL EXODUS   (A) LONDON October 27, 1916 

5 

83 MR ASQUITH (REF)   November 11, 1916 7 

84 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
THOUSANDS OF ARMENIANS STARVING  (A) WASHINGTON November 30, 1916 

5 

85 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
SHOCKING REVELATIONS   (A) LONDON January 2, 1917 

5 
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86 
FAMINE IN ARMENIA 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN BEING SOLD   (N) PETROGRAD January 25, 1917 

5 

87 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
SHOCKING REVELATIONS  (A) PARIS February 19, 1917 

5 

88 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A) 
EXTENT OF MASSACRES AND DEPORTATIONS LONDON February 27, 1917 

5 

89 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
SURVIVORS DESCRIBE HORRORS 
COLD BLOODED SLAUGHTER   (A) LONDON June 22, 1917 

5 

90 
MESOPOTAMIA - THE KEY TO THE FUTURE 
BARBARISM OF THE TURKS (REF)   January 14, 1918 

6 

91 
THE ARMENIANS 
REPORTED MASSACRE BY THE TURKS   (A) NEW YORK March 6, 1918 

5 

92 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRES AT TREBIZOND 
POPULATION WIPED OUT   (A) PETROGRAD March 12, 1918 

5 

93 
SLAVE RAIDS 
WOMEN BARTERED IN THE MARKETS (N) NEW YORK March 21, 1918 

5 

94 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
SHOCKING DISCLOSURES   (A) ROME April 6, 1918 

7 

95 
TURKISH ATORCITIES   (A) 
MARTYRDOM OF ARMENIA 
GERMANY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HORROR PETROGRAD April 15, 1918 

5 

96 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
10 000 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) MOSCOW June 10, 1918 

5 

97 
THE TURKISH WAR   (A) 
ARMENIANS FORCED TO SIGN PEACE 
FEAR OF EXTERMINATION BY THE TURKS BOSTON August 19, 1918 

5 

98 
TURKISH BARBARITIES 
MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) NEW YORK September 2, 1918 

6 

99 
TURKS MURDERING CHRISTIANS IN PERSIA 
(CH)   September 13, 1918 

5 

100 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
DREADFUL MASSACRES AT BAKU 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN SLAIN   (A) STOCKHOLM November 4, 1918 

5 

101 
TURKEY'S SURRENDER 
ABSOLUTELY IN ALLIES POWER 
FUTURE OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 21, 1918 

5 

102 
TURKS IN BERLIN 
THEIR EXTRADITION DEMANDED   (A) COPENHAGEN November 26, 1918 

5 

103 
FLIGHT OF MINISTERS TO GERMANY 
QUESTION OF EXTRADITION   (A) ROTTERDAM November 27, 1918 

5 

104 
TURKISH OUTRAGES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS  (A) LONDON December 30, 1918 

6 

105 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
VICTIMS NUMBER 1,500,000   (A) PARIS January 6, 1919 

6 

106 A FINAL MASSACRE   (A) LONDON January 6, 1919 6 

107 
TURKEY'S DOWNFALL 
ARREST OF 50 YOUNG TURKS   (A), (G) LONDON February 10, 1919 

5 

108 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
SUICIDE OF THE INSTIGATOR   (A) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE February 17, 1919 

5 
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109 
MASSACRES OF SYRIANS AND ARMENIANS 
GERMAN GENERAL TO BE TRIED   (A) PARIS February 25, 1919 

5 

110 
ARAB RISING IN ASIA MINOR 
THE MOVEMENT SUPPRESSED   (REL) NEW YORK March 18, 1919 

4 

111 PERSECUTION IN ASIA MINOR   (A), (G) LONDON March 20, 1919 5 

112 
STARVING ARMENIANS 
TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE   (A) PARIS March 31, 1919 

5 

113 CONDITIONS IN TURKEY   (A) LONDON April 19, 1919 7 

114 
TURKEY 
A PRECARIOUS SITUATION 
DISORDERS AND ATROCITIES   (CH) LONDON April 23, 1919 

5 

115 
YOUNG TURK MINISTERS 
TRIED ON SEVERAL CHARGES   (REL) LONDON April 24, 1919 

5 

116 
TURKS ILL-TREAT THE ARMENIANS 
THOUSANDS STARVED TO DEATH   (A) NEW YORK April 25, 1919 

5 

117 
TURKISH ATROCITIES-ENVER PASHA AND 
TALAAT PASHA TO BE PUNISHED   (REL) LONDON May 31, 1919 

7 

118 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN WARNING TO TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON August 29, 1919 

5 

119 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
THE AMERICAN WARNING TO TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON August 30, 1919 

6 

120 
GERMANY'S CRIMES 
GENERAL VON SANDERS PRISONER   (A) ROME September 1, 1919 

5 

121 
ARMENIA 
THE AMERICAN NOTE TO TURKEY   (A) ATHENS September 12, 1919 

2 

122 
TURKISH OUTRAGES   (A) 
EIGHT THOUSAND ARMENIANS MASSACRED ATHENS February 19, 1920 

5 

123 PROTEST FROM GENEVA   (A) WASHINGTON February 20, 1920 5 

124 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
STATEMENT IN HOUSE OF LORDS   (A) LONDON February 27, 1920 

5 

125 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
ALLIES TAKE ACTION   (A) LONDON March 1, 1920 

5 

126 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON March 3, 1920 

5 

127 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
REFERENCE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS 
STRONG ACTION MAY BE TAKEN   (A) LONDON March 8, 1920 

5 

128 
FALL OF TURKISH GOVERNMENT 
TURKS MAY REJECT THE TREATY   (A) LONDON March 8, 1920 

5 

129 
PROTECTING THE ARMENIANS 
DRASTIC ACTION BY THE ALLIES   (A) LONDON March 10, 1920 

5 

130 
TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A) 
MASSACRE OF THOUSANDS OF ARMENIANS LONDON March 11, 1920 

5 

131 MILITARY MEASURES TAKEN   (A) LONDON March 13, 1920 7 

132 
DEBATE IN HOUSE OF LORDS 
SPEECH OF LORD BRYCE   (A), (CH) LONDON March 13, 1920 

7 

133 
THE TURKISH TREATY 
FUTURE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
PROTECTING THE ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON March 15, 1920 

5 

134 
FIGHTING IN ARMENIA 
FRENCH DEFEAT THE TURKS   (A) ATHENS April 14, 1920 

5 
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135 
THE POSITION AT BAKU - FIGHTING BETWEEN 
TARTARS AND ARMENIANS   (A), (T) LONDON May 3, 1920 

5 

136 
SYRIA 
ARAB ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS   (CH) CAIRO May 17, 1920 

4 

137 MORE TURKISH ATROCITIES (CH) ATHENS September 8, 1920 5 

138 
TURKISH BARBARITIES 
MASSACRE OF 10 000 ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 3, 1920 

5 

139 
FALL OF KARS   (A) 
THREATENED MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS PARIS November 22, 1920 

5 

140 
TALAAT PASHA 
MURDERED BY AN ARMENIAN 
CRIME OF REVENGE   (A) BERLIN March 17, 1921 

5 

141 
TALAAT PASHA'S MURDERER 
A CRIME OF REVENGE 
PRISONER'S CONFESSION   (A) BERLIN March 18, 1921 

5 

142 
TURKISH HORRORS IN 1915 
TALAAT PASHA'S POLICY 
GERMAN GENERAL CHEKS MASSACRES   (A) LONDON June 6, 1921 

5 

143 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS TO ORDER 
A SON'S REVENGE   (A) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 11, 1921 

5 

144 
THE NEAR EAST - MORE TURKISH ATROCITIES
FLIGHT OF ARMENIANS   (A) ATHENS November 25, 1921 

7 

145 TURKISH STATESMAN ASSASSINATED   (A) ROME December 8, 1921 5 

146 
AVENGING THE MURDERED ARMENIANS 
ASSASSINATION OF A TURK IN BERLIN   (A) BERLIN April 20, 1922 

5 

147 

ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
LIGHT ON TURKISH METHODS 
PITILESS SAVAGERY REVEALED 
TERRIBLE INSTRUCTIONS   (A) LONDON May 30, 1922 

5 

148 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
AMERICA JOINS THE ALLIES   (N) NEW YORK June 5, 1922 

5 

149 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
ALLIED COMMISSION OF INVESTIGATION (CH) LONDON June 16, 1922 

5 

150 REPORTED MURDER OF TURKISH LEADER 
(REL) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE July 27, 1922 5 

151 
TURKISH ATROCITIES 
TRAGIC STORY FROM ASIA MINOR 
WHOLESALE MURDER OF GREEKS (G) LONDON August 18, 1922 

7 

152 

(1) TURKISH ATTACK ON CHRISTIANS 
SEVERAL DEATHS REPORTED   (CH) 
(2) CHRISTIANS IN PERIL 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS POWERLESS 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE September 13, 1922 

7 

153 
THE CAPTURE OF SMYRNA 
AVANGING MASSACRE BY GREEKS   (A) LONDON September 14, 1922

5 

154 TROUBLE IN THE BALKANS   (CH) EDITORIAL September 15, 1922 4 

155 
AVANGING MASSACE BY GREEKS   (A), (G) 
EXECUTION OF ARMENIANS AND GREEKS LONDON September 15, 1922 

5 

156 
THE CAPTURE OF SMYRNA 
SAFETY OF THE CHRISTIANS   (CH) PARIS September 15, 1922 

5 
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157 
DIABOLICAL ACT OF TURKS 
CITY OF SMYRNA SET ON FIRE 
A THOUSAND LIVES LOST  (A), (G) LONDON September 16, 1922 

7 

158 

(1) THE GRECO TURKISH WAR-SMYRNA BURNT
(2) A GREEK PROTEST 
(3) TWO SQUARE MILES BURNED 
DAMAGE IN SMYRNA 
TURKISH MASSACRES   (A), (G) ATHENS September 18, 1922 

5 

159 
SCENES AT SMYRNA   (A), (G) 
MUTILATED BODIES IN THE STREETS 
REFUGEES WITHIN BURNING CHURCHES ATHENS September 19, 1922 

4 

160 
(1) A RECKLES MILITARY ENTERPRISE   (A) 
(2) TURKISH HISTORY WRITTEN IN BLOOD 
(A), (CH) LONDON September 20, 1922 

7 

161 
EXODUS OF CHRISTIANS FROM 
CONSTANTINOPLE   (CH) LONDON September 21, 1922 

5 

162 
THE OCCUPATION OF SMYRNA 
TURKS AND THE CHRISTIAN REFUGEES   (CH) LONDON September 22, 1922 

5 

163 
PROTECTION FOR ARMENIANS 
BRITISH EMPIRE APPEAL   (A) LONDON September 25, 1922 

5 

164 PEACE WITH HONOUR?   (CH) EDITORIAL September 27, 1922 6 

165 
SMYRNA REFUGEES 
AN APPEAL TO THE NATIONS   (RFG) GENEVA September 27, 1922 

7 

166 
THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
AID FROM ALLIED NATIONS   (RFG) ATHENS September 28, 1922 

5 

167 
THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
ASSISTANCE FROM CANADA   (RFG) GENEVA September 30, 1922 

7 

168 THE RULE OF THE NEAR EAST   (A), (G) EDITORIAL October 3, 1922 4 

169 
REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA   (RFG) 
177,000 WITHDRAWN FROM THE CITY 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 3, 1922 

5 

170 
THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
EVACUATION COMPLETED   (RFG) ATHENS October 6, 1922 

5 

171 THE TURK IN HAND   (CH) EDITORIAL October 10, 1922 4 
172 THE TREACHEROUS TURK   (CH) EDITORIAL October 11, 1922 6 

173 
TURKISH BAD FAITH 
THE NEUTRAL ZONE VIOLATED 
SITUATION STILL GRAVE   (CH) LONDON October 11, 1922 

6 

174 
THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
RELIEF FROM GREAT BRITAIN   (RFG) LONDON October 12, 1922 

5 

175 
(1) TURKISH OUTRAGES AGAIN 
THE DEPORTATION OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) ATHENS October 14, 1922 

7 

176 INCREDIBLE SUFFERINGS   (CH) LONDON October 14, 1922 7 
177 HELPLESS REFUGEES   (CH) ATHENS October 16, 1922 7 

178 
TURKISH SAVAGERY 
THE ATROCITIES IN ANATOLIA 
MANY THOUSAND GREEKS PERISH   (A), (G)   November 9, 1922 

5 

179 THE NEAR EAST   (A)  EDITORIAL November 9, 1922 4 

180 
THE ALLIES AND TURKEY 
SITUATION STILL GRAVE   (CH) LONDON November 14, 1922 

5 
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181 
THE FLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS 
ROAD CHOCKED WITH REFUGEES 
HARROWING SCENES   (A), (CH), (G) ATHENS November 16, 1922 

5 

182 
CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
TERRIBLE LOSS OF LIFE FEARED   (CH) LONDON November 30, 1922 

5 

183 
NOTE FROM THE POPE   (A), (CH) 
APPEAL FOR PANIC STRICKEN CHRISTIANS LAUSANNE December 7, 1922 

7 

184 
THE REFUGEES 
BRITISH MARINES TO THE RESCUE   (A) LONDON December 7, 1922 

7 

185 ALLIES AND TURKS   (A), (G) EDITORIAL December 29, 1922 4 

186 
MIGRATION 
THE AMERICAN RESTRICTIONS   (A) WASHINGTON January 11, 1923 

7 

187 
ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
MIGRATION TO UNITED STATES   (A) WASHINGTON January 16, 1923 

5 

188 
TURKISH OUTRAGE 
EXECUTION OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE January 18, 1923 

7 

189 
ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
ENTRY INTO AMERICA BANNED   (A) WASHINGTON January 25, 1923 

5 

190 
FLEEING ARMENIANS 
NEW HOMES SOUGHT IN RUSSIA   (A) WASHINGTON February 1, 1923 

7 

191 
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION 
ADMISSION OF ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON February 7, 1923 

7 

192 
THE ARMENIANS 
EXODUS FORCED BY THE TURKS 
DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES   (A) LONDON August 18, 1923 

9 
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1.5 The Register 
 

 
THE REGISTER 1915 - 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE
1 CHRISTIANS IN TERROR   (CH) PETROGRAD December 15, 1914 5 
2 MASSACRES IN ASIA MINOR   (A), (G) PETROGRAD December 26, 1914 9 

3 AGAINST THE TURKS 
SUCCESS IN ASIA MINOR   (A) PETROGRAD December 31, 1914 

5 

4 RUSSIANS V. TURKS 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD January 14, 1915 

5 

5 OUTRAGES IN PERSIA   (CH) PETROGRAD January 16, 1915 9 
6 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD January 30, 1915 9 

7 THE BRUTAL TURK 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD February 24, 1915 

7 

8 TURKISH CAPITAL 
RIOTS, MUTINY, REVOLT   (A), (CH) LONDON March 13, 1915 

9 

9 TURKS "BORN IN BLOODSHED"   (REF)   May 1, 1915 9 

10 
HORRORS OF ARMENIA 
PLAIN STREWN WITH CORPSES 
FEARFUL TREATMENT OF WOMEN   (A)   May 1, 1915 

10 

11 ATTACKS ON ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD May 11, 1915 6 
12 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS   (A), (CH) LONDON May 12, 1915 7 
13 MASSACRE IN BELGIUM   (REF)   May 13, 1915 7 
14 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON May 19, 1915 7 
15 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON May 24, 1915 8 

16 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
THE ALLIES' THREAT   (A)  LONDON May 25, 1915 

8 

17 ARMENIANS EXECUTED   (A) AMSTERDAM June 21, 1915 8 

18 CONSTANTINOPLE 
ANARCHY RAMPANT   (A) ROME July 21, 1915 

9 

19 ARMENIANS BUTCHERED   (A) PETROGRAD July 24, 1915 9 
20 MASSACRES IN ASIA MINOR   (A) LONDON July 30, 1915 9 
21 PALESTINE'S PLIGHT   (CH) ROME July 30, 1915 9 
22 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A), (G) ATHENS August 3, 1915 7 
23 DRIVEN TO THE DESERT   (A) ATHENS August 5, 1915 7 

24 TURKS AGAINST THEIR ALLIES   (A), (CH), 
(G) ATHENS August 7, 1915 12 

25 KAISER AND GREECE   (A) LONDON August 21, 1915 10 
26 TURKS MASSACRING CHRISTIANS   (A), (G)   September 6, 1915 5 
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27 ARMENIANS KILLED IN THOUSANDS   (A)   September 10, 1915 7 

28 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
"AFTER ALL, IT'S WAR"   (A) LONDON September 11, 1915 

9 

29 BULGARIA AND TURKEY   (A) NEW YORK September 13, 1915 5 
30 PROTEST AGAINST MASSACRES   (A) NEW YORK September 22, 1915 8 
31 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) EDITORIAL September 23, 1915 6 

32 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
EXTIRPATING CHRISTIANITY   (A) LONDON September 23, 1915 

8 

33 SAVED BY THE FRENCH CRUISERS   (A) PARIS September 23, 1915 8 
34 UNHAPPY ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON September 24, 1915 5 

35 CHEAP GIRLS 
LIFE IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) PARIS September 25, 1915 

9 

36 ARMENIAN SLAUGHTER 
HALF A MILLION VICTIMS   (A) WASHINGTON September 27, 1915 

5 

37 BARBARIC TURKS 
WIPING OUT ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON September 28, 1915 

5 

38 THE WAR   (A) EDITORIAL September 29, 1915 6 
39 WHITE WASHING THE TURKS   (A) WASHINGTON September 29, 1915 8 

40 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
GERMAN ENCOURAGEMENT   (A) LONDON October 1, 1915 

5 

41 AMERICA AND ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON October 4, 1915 7 

42 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN THREAT TO TURKEY   (A) NEW YORK October 6, 1915 

8 

43 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
A FRIGHTFUL TOLL   (A) LONDON October 8, 1915 

5 

44 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
STRONG APPEAL TO AMERICA   (A) 

LONDON 
COPENHAGEN October 11, 1915 

5 

45 TO CHECK THE BARBARITIES   (A) LONDON October 12, 1915 5 

46 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
AMERICA UNHEADED   (A) 

WASHINGTON
ROME October 14, 1915 

5 

47 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A) LONDON October 16, 1915 10 
48 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON October 18, 1915 8 
49 ARMENIANS ARMING   (A) PETROGRAD October 20, 1915 7 
50 TURKISH ACCUSATIONS   (A) WASHINGTON October 23, 1915 10 
51 "UNDESIRABLE ALIENS"   (A) LONDON October 26, 1915 5 

52 HORROR ON HORROR 
ATROCITIES AGAINST ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 29, 1915 

5 

53 WIPING OUT THE ARMENIANS 
MILLION SUPPOSED PERISHED   (A) LONDON December 16, 1915 

5 

54 CHRISTIANS IN DISTRESS 
A THRILLING STORY   (A) LONDON December 21, 1915 

5 

55 DAY OF INTERCESSION  (A, REF)   January 4, 1916 5 
56 DESTRUCTION OF PEASANTRY   (A) LONDON January 17, 1916 5 
57 MURDERING A PEOPLE   (A) EDITORIAL February 12, 1916 8 

58 UNHAPPY ARMENIANS 
WIPING OUT REMNANT   (A) GENEVA February 12, 1916 

9 

59 TURKEY AND THE WAR   (A, REF) EDITORIAL February 21, 1916 4 
60 TURKS ATTEMPTS RALLY   (A) PETROGRAD February 21, 1916 5 
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61 THREAT FROM AMERICA   (A)   February 21, 1916 5 
62 TAMING THE TURK   (A, REF) EDITORIAL February 22, 1916 4 
63 RUSSIANS' BRILLANT SUCCESS   (A, REF) PETROGRAD February 22, 1916 5 
64 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD March 10, 1916 5 
65 MILLION ARMENIANS KILLED   (A) AMSTERDAM April 17, 1916 5 
66 LITTLE HUMAN TARGETS   (A) PETROGRAD May 15, 1916 5 
67 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) PETROGRAD May 23, 1916 5 
68 ARMENIANS - TWO MILLIONS KILLED   (A) PARIS June 23, 1916 6 
69 GERMANS AND ARMENIANS   (A) COPENHAGEN July 8, 1916 9 
70 FURTHER TURKISH HORRORS   (A) BERNE-PARIS July 19, 1916 7 
71 DESTROYING A NATION   (A) PARIS July 22, 1916 9 
72 THE WAR   (A) EDITORIAL July 28, 1916 4 

73 ARMENIA - ITS IMPORTANCE TO RUSSIA   
(A)   July 28, 1916 7 

74 ARMENIANS DRIVEN TO CANNIBALISM   (A) NEW YORK August 21, 1916 6 

75 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
EVEN GERMANS SHOCKED   (A) AMSTERDAM August 25, 1916 

7 

76 TURKS AND GERMANS 
ENCOURAGING THE SOLDIERS   (A) LONDON September 7, 1916 

5 

77 STARVING ARMENIANS   (A) NEW YORK September 12, 1916 5 

78 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
GERMANY IMPEACHED BY GERMANS   (A) NEW YORK September 21, 1916 

5 

79 AID FOR THE ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON October 5, 1916 6 
80 ARMENIAN REFUGEES   (A) LONDON October 27, 1916 10 
81 THE GUILDHALL SPEECHES   (A, REF)   November 11, 1916 8 
82 ARMENIAN REFUGEES DESTITUTE   (A) NEW YORK November 30, 1916 5 

83 RACE EXTERMINATION 
THE BARBAROUS TURK   (A)   January 2, 1917 

5 

84 FAMINE IN TURKISH ARMENIA  (A) PETROGRAD January 25, 1917 5 

85 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
60,000 DEAD AT ONE SPOT   (A) PARIS February 19, 1917 

5 

86 THE TERRIBLE TURK 
WIPING OUT ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON February 27, 1917 

5 

87 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK   (A) LONDON June 22, 1917 

6 

88 TURKS AND TEUTONS   (A, REF) EDITORIAL January 14, 1918 6 
89 ABDUL THE DAMNED   (A, REF) EDITORIAL February 13, 1918 6 
90 MORE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A) EDITORIAL March 6, 1918 6 
91 ANOTHER ARMENIAN MASSACRE   (A) NEW YORK March 6, 1918 6 
92 ARMENIANS CRUCIFIED    (A) PETROGRAD March 12, 1918 5 
93 WOMEN SLAVES IN RUSSIA   (REL) NEW YORK March 21, 1918 7 
94 ERZERUM MASSACRE   (A) ROME April 6, 1918 5 
95 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS   (A) PETROGRAD April 15, 1918 5 
96 TERRIBLE MASSACRE   (A) LONDON June 10, 1918 5 
97 ARMENIANS SIGNED PEACE   (A) BOSTON August 19, 1918 6 
98 MORE DEBITS TO TURKEY   (CH) NEW YORK September 2, 1918 18 
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99 PERSIAN CHRISTIANS SLAIN   (CH) WASHINGTON October 11, 1918 8 
100 THE CRUMBLING ALLIANCE   (A, REF) EDITORIAL October 31, 1918 4 
101 THE BARBAROUS TURK   (A) STOCKHOLM November 4, 1918 5 
102 TURKEY UNDER ABSOLUTE CONTROL   (A) LONDON November 21, 1918 5 
103 TURKS' FLIGHT TO BERLIN   (A) COPENHAGEN November 26, 1918 6 
104 GERMANY A SANCTURARY   (A) ROTTERDAM November 27, 1918 7 
105 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS   (A) PARIS January 6, 1919 8 

106 DEFEAT NOT REALISED 
BELLICOSE INTERIOR FORCES   (A), (G) LONDON January 27, 1919 

6 

107 ALLEGED TURKISH BARBARITIES   (A), (G)   February 10, 1919 5 

108 ARMENIAN PERSECUTOR'S FATE   (A) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE February 17, 1919 5 

109 RINGING MURDERERS TO TRIAL   (A) LONDON February 25, 1919 5 
110 ARMENIANS PERSECUTED   (A) LONDON March 20, 1919 8 
111 ARMENIANS AT DEATH'S DOOR   (A) PARIS March 31, 1919 6 
112 TURKEY IN REVOLUTION   (A) LONDON April 19, 1919 7 

113 CHARGES AGAINST TURKISH LEADERS 
(REL) LONDON April 24, 1919 8 

114 ARMENIANS BEING STARVED   (A) NEW YORK April 25, 1919 8 
115 TURKISH TROUBLES   (REL) LONDON May 31, 1919 7 

116 TURKISH PROTESTS 
AMERICAN EXPLANATION   (A) WASHINGTON August 29, 1919 

8 

117 THE WARNING TO TURKEY   (A) WASHINGTON August 30, 1919 10 
118 VON SANDERS TO BE TRIED   (A) LONDON September 1, 1919 8 
119 A WARNING TO TURKEY   (CH) ATHENS September 12, 1919 6 
120 BRITAIN AND THE MIDDLE EAST  (A, REF) EDITORIAL February 17, 1920 6 
121 EUROPE'S SICK MAN  (A) EDITORIAL February 19, 1920 6 

122 
MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) 

ATHENS 
WASHINGTON February 19, 1920 

7 

123 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON February 27, 1920 7 

124 CONSTANTINOPLE CESSPOOL 
RETURN OF THE TURK   (REF)   February 28, 1920 

11 

125 PEACE CONFERENCE AND ARMENIA   (A) LONDON March 1, 1920 6 

126 THE TERRIBLE TURK   (A) 
FIVE THOUSAND ARMENIANS MASSACRED   March 3, 1920 

10 

127 DEALING WITH THE TURK   (REF) 
ALLIES IN SERIOUS CONSULTATION LONDON March 8, 1920 

7 

128 TURKEY AND ARMENIANS  
PROMPT MEASURES TAKEN   (A) LONDON March 10, 1920 

6 

129 FUTURE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
PRESIDENT WILSON'S WARNING   (REF) LONDON March 12, 1920 

8 

130 GREAT TURKISH CRISIS 
CONSTANTINOPLE TO BE OCCUPIED   (REF) LONDON March 13, 1920 

10 

131 DEBATE IN HOUSE OF LORDS   (A) LONDON March 13, 1920 10 

132 THE PEACE OF ASIA 
VAST AND COMPLEX PROBLEMS   (A) LONDON March 15, 1920 

7 

133 DARDANELLES OMENS 
TURKISH RISING PREDICTED   (CH) LONDON March 16, 1920 

8 
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134 THE TURKEY TROT   (REF) 
LLOYD GEORGE FIRM AND OUTSPOKEN    LONDON March 23, 1920 

8 

135 ALLEGED BOLSHEVISM AT BAKU   (A), (T) LONDON May 3, 1920 7 

136 THE BARBAROUS TURK 
OUTRAGES AGAINST CHRISTIANS   (CH) ATHENS September 8, 1920 

7 

137 THE BRUTAL TURK 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 3, 1920 

7 

138 GEORGIAN REPUBLIC IMPERILLED   (A) PARIS November 22, 1920 7 

139 AN ARMENIAN'S REVENGE 
TALAAT PASHA SLAIN   (A) APA March 17, 1921 

7 

140 THE AVENGER OF BLOOD 
TALAAT TRACKED FOR 10 YEARS   (A) APA March 18, 1921 

7 

141 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
TERRIBLE STORIES REVIVED   (A) LONDON June 6, 1921 

7 

142 
ARMENIAN'S REVENGE FOR TURKISH 
MASSACRE: MINISTER MURDERED   (A) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE October 11, 1921 

6 

143 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
STARVING REFUGEES   (N) ATHENS November 25, 1921 

6 

144 TURKISH PREMIER SLAIN   (REL) ROME December 8, 1921 5 

145 ARMENIAN VENDETTA 
TURK SHOT IN BERLIN   (A) BERLIN April 20, 1922 

8 

146 
THE TERRIBLE TURK 
LATE TALAAT PASHA'S SAVAGERY 
"EXTERMINATE ALL ARMENIANS"   (A) LONDON March 30, 1922 

7 

147 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
AMERICA JOINING IN ENQUIRY   (A), (G) NEW YORK June 5, 1922 

7 

148 STILL THE TURK   (A), (G) 
MURDERS OF CHRISTIANS PROCEEDING  LONDON June 15, 1922 

7 

149 TURKISH MASSACRES 
INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATION   (REF) LONDON June 16, 1922 

7 

150 GEN. DJEMAL PASHA 
RUMOURED ASSASSINATION   (REL) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE July 27, 1922 

7 

151 EASTERN EMBROILMENTS   (A), (G), REF) EDITORIAL September 14, 1922 10 
152 COL. REPINGTON'S WARNING   (A), (G) LONDON September 14, 1922 11 
153 EXECUTIONS IN SMYRNA   (A), (G) LONDON September 15, 1922 11 

154 DESOLATION AND DEATH AT SMYRNA 
(A), (G) LONDON September 16, 1922 

10 

155 SHATTERED TREATY OF SEVRES   (A), (CH)   September 18, 1922 7 

156 ARROGANT ARMISTICE TERMS 
FULL REPARATIONS DEMANDED   (A), (G) PARIS September 18, 1922 

7 

157 SMYRNA CITY DESTROYED 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) ATHENS September 18, 1922 

7 

158 BRITAIN AND THE EASTERN QUESTION 
(A), (CH) EDITORIAL September 19, 1922 

6 

159 SMYRNA'S TRAGEDY 
SCENES "BEGGAR DESCRIPTION"   (A), (G) ATHENS September 19, 1922 

7 

160 AUSTRALIA AND THE NEAR EAST CRISIS 
(CH) EDITORIAL September 20, 1922 6 

161 (1) NEAR EAST RELIEF   (RFG) GENEVA September 21, 1922 7 
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162 CHRISTIANS FLEEING FROM 
CONSTANTINOPLE   (CH), (G) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE September 21, 1922 

7 

163 CHRISTIANS AS PRISONERS   (RFG) LONDON September 22, 1922 7 
164 THE ISSUE WITH THE TURKS   (A), (G) EDITORIAL September 25, 1922 6 

165 MURDER OF ARMENIANS 
AN APPEAL FOR HELP   (A) LONDON September 25, 1922 

7 

166 IN TURKISH HANDS 
A WOMAN'S IDEAL   (A)   September 26, 1922 

7 

167 KEMAL AND THE REFUGEES   (RFG) GENEVA September 27, 1922 8 

168 LEAGUE HELP FOR REFUGEES 
200,000 IN DISTRESS   (RFG) GENEVA September 27, 1922 

8 

169 THE EUROPEAN IMBROGLIO   (REF)   September 28, 1922 6 
170 ARMENIAN AVENGERS   (A) PARIS September 29, 1922 7 

171 (1) THE FLIGHT FROM SMYRNA 
(2) EFFORTS TO END OUTRAGES   (REL) 

PARIS 
WASHINGTON October 3, 1922 

7 

172 CHRISTIANS ARRESTED 
PROTEST BY ALLIES   (CH) LONDON October 11, 1922 

7 

173 NEAR EAST RELIEF 
AMERICA ACTIVE   (RFG) WASHINGTON October 11, 1922 

7 

174 RETURN OF THE TURK (A), (G) EDITORIAL October 12, 1922 6 
175 FEEDING SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG) LONDON October 12, 1922 7 

176 PLIGHT OF CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
NEARLY A MILLION DESTITUTE   (RFG) LONDON October 14, 1922 

9 

177 MR LLOYD GEORGE'S DEFENCE   (A), (G), 
(REF) EDITORIAL October 16, 1922 6 

178 INHERITANCE OF TROUBLE 
MR LLOYD GEORGE'S DEFENCE   (RFG)   October 16, 1922 

7 

179 TURKS AND ARMENIANS   (A) EDITORIAL November 4, 1922 6 

180 
THE HORROR'S OF SMYRNA 
TURKS OUTDO THE GREEKS 
APPALLING SCENES   (A), (G)   November 11, 1922 

12 

181 TURKISH SITUATION 
"STILL VERY GRAVE"   (CH) PARIS November 14, 1922 

6 

182 ANATOLIAN FLIGHT 
TERRORS OF THE TREK   (A), (G) ATHENS November 15, 1922 

10 

183 
"WILL SHOCK THE WORLD" 
GREAT TREK OF CHRISTIANS  
THOUSANDS MAY PERISH   (CH) LONDON November 30, 1922 

7 

184 KEMAL AND THE CHRISTIANS 
THE TRAGEDY OF ASIA MINOR   (A), (G)   December 6, 1922 

10 

185 
(1) "IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY" 
POPE AND CHRISTIANS   (CH) 
(2) DETERMINED ACTION TAKEN LONDON December 7, 1922 

9 

186 
(1) REFUGEES HELD UP   (CH) 
(2) ANGORA AND THE CHRISTIANS 
A TURKISH DENIAL   (CH) 

LONDON 
LAUSANNE December 8, 1922 

11 

187 
TURKS AND CHRISTIANS 
CURZON'S STRAIGHT TALK 
THREAT TO LEAVE LAUSANNE   (CH) LAUSANNE December 15, 1922 

9 

188 FAMINE STRICKEN PEOPLES 
CARLE ADVICES   (A), (G), (RFG)   December 30, 1922 

9 
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189 TURKS AND ARMENIANS   (A) EDITORIAL January 4, 1923 6 

190 TURKS AND ARMENIANS 
AN ANGRY DELEGATE   (A) LAUSANNE January 8, 1923 

7 

191 ARMENIAN IMMIGRANTS 
A UNITED STATES BILL   (A) WASHINGTON January 11, 1923 

7 

192 TREATING WITH THE TURKS 
DEALING WITH CHRITIANS   (CH) LAUSANNE January 13, 1923 

8 

193 ARMENIANS FOR AMERICA   (A) WASHINGTON January 15, 1923 8 

194 
TURKISH AFFAIRES 
BRITISH OFFICER MURDERED 
CHRISTIANS HANGED   (CH) 

CONSTAN-
TINOPLE January 16, 1923 

9 

195 CHRISTIAN ESCAPEES EXECUTED   (CH) 
CONSTAN-
TINOPLE January 18, 1923 8 

196 GENERAL CABLES   (A) 
UNITED STATES AND ARMENIAN MIGRANTS NEW YORK January 25, 1923 

7 

197 FLEEING ARMENIANS 
MOTION FOR AMERICAN HELP (A) WASHINGTON February 1, 1923 

7 

198 AMERICAN IMMIGRATION 
ADMISSION OF ARMENIANS   (A) WASHINGTON February 7, 1923 

8 

199 SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG) 
LABOUR DISAPPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE   February 28, 1923 

9 

200 INFERNO OF THE EAST   (A), (G) 
WHAT A BISHOP SAW - A MOVING STORY   March 15, 1923 

10 

201 DRIVE OF ARMENIANS   (A) 
REPORTED ACTION BY TURKISH TROOPS LONDON August 18, 1923 

17 
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1.6 The Sydney Morning Herald 
 

 
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 1915 - 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1 THE TURKS AT ERZERUM 
PLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS   (A), (G) PETROGRAD December 15, 1914 

9 

2 KURDISH OUTRAGES   (A) PETROGRAD December 26, 1914 5 

3 TURKEY - RUSSIAN PROGRESS 
ENEM'S HEAVY LOSSES   (A) PETROGRAD December 31, 1914 

7 

4 NOT A HOLY WAR 
CHRISTIAN AGAINST CHRISTIAN   (CH) LONDON January 12, 1915 

9 

5 TURKEY IN ASIA 
ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) PETROGRAD January 14, 1915 

9 

6 TURKS IN PERSIA - BRAVE DEFENDERS   (CH)   January 15, 1915 7 
7 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED   (CH) ATHENS January 23, 1915 9 

8 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
KURDISH SHEIKH JOINS RUSSIA   (A)   January 30, 1915 

15 

9 THE TURKS 
"MASSACRE NON-MUSLIMS"  (CH)   February 22, 1915 

9 

10 THE TURKS 
WOMEN MASSACRED   (A) PETROGRAD February 24, 1915 

11 

11 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED   (CH)   March 23, 1915 9 

12 ARMENIAN RISING 
MASSACRES BY TURKS   (A) PETROGRAD May 11, 1915 

9 

13 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
MINISTER CRUCIFIED   (A), (CH) LONDON May 12, 1915 

11 

14 IN BELGIUM - GERMAN INHUMANITY   (REF)   May 13, 1915 9 

15 ARMENIANS 
MASSACRES BY TURKS   (A) LONDON May 19, 1915 

11 

16 ARMENIA - TURKISH MASSACRES   (A) PARIS May 24, 1915 8 

17 ARMENIA 
TURKISH MASSACRES   (A)   May 25, 1915 

9 

18 CONSTANTINOPLE-ARMENIANS EXECUTED (A) AMSTERDAM June 21, 1915 9 
19 ANARCHY IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) ROME July 21, 1915 11 
20 TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A) PETROGRAD July 24, 1915 13 

21 ASIATIC TURKEY 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)   July 30, 1915 

8 

22 SYRIA - APPALLING SITUATION  (CH)   August 2, 1916 11 
23 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A), (G) ATHENS August 3, 1915 7 
24 ADVANCE OF PEACE   (A)   August 5, 1915 7 

25 TURKEY 
MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS   (A), (CH), (G) ATHENS August 7, 1915 

14 
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26 BALKAN SITUATION   (A)   August 21, 1915 13 

27 SEA OF MARMORA 
RAILWAY BRIDGE DESTROYED   (A), (G) ATHENS September 6, 1915 

9 

28 MISCELLANOUS ITEMS   (A) LONDON September 10, 1915 7 
29 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)    September 11, 1915 17 
30 THE BALKANS - BULGARIA'S ATTITUDE  (A) NEW YORK September 13, 1915 9 

31 REIGN OF TERROR IN ARMENIA 
9000 WOMEN AND CHILDREN SHOT   (A)   September 18, 1915 

10 

32 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A)   September 22, 1915 11 

33 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) LORD BRYCE'S APPEAL 
(2) RESCUED BY FRENCH   (A)   September 23, 1915 

9 

34 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
DESTROYING A NATION   (A)   September 24, 1915 

9 

35 LIFE IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A)   September 25, 1915 17 

36 THE ARMENIANS 
DREADFUL MASSACRES   (A)   September 27, 1915 

9 

37 
THE ARMENIANS 
DREADFUL MASSACRES -BY THE TURKS 
LITTERED WITH CORPSES   (A)  LONDON September 28, 1915 

9 

38 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A)   September 29, 1915 11 
39 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES   (A)   October 1, 1915 9 
40 THE ARMENIANS - UNITED STATES OFFER  (A) LONDON October 4, 1915 7 

41 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
UNITED STATES ACTION   (A) 

WASHING-
TON October 6, 1915 

11 

42 ARMENIA -  A TURKISH SHAMBLE 
QUESTION IN LORDS   (A) LONDON October 8, 1915 

9 

43 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) PROTEST FROM DENMARK 
(2) WHAT HAS GERMANY DONE?   (A) LONDON  October 11, 1915 

9 

44 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
MR BALFOUR'S SUGGESTION   (A) LONDON October 11, 1915 

9 

45 INDIGNATION IN AMERICA   (A) NEW YORK October 11, 1915 9 

46 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) HORROR AND INDIGNATION 
(2) PROTEST FROM THE POPE   (A) LONDON October 14, 1915 

9 

47 THE ARMENIANS - TO FIGHT WITH ALLIES  (A) 
PETERS-
BOURG October 20, 1915 11 

48 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON October 16, 1915 17 

49 WORST IN HISTORY - INTERNATIONAL CRIMES
BELGIUM AND ARMENIA   (A) LONDON October 18, 1915 

9 

50 ARMENIANS - OVER A MILLION EXILED   (A) 
WASHING-

TON October 23, 1915 17 

51 THE ARMENIANS - BUTCHERED BY TURKS 
LORD BRYCE'S INQUIRIES   (A) LONDON November 29, 1915 

9 

52 ARMENIAN'S PLIGHT 
TYPHUS STRICKEN REFUGEES   (A)   December 13, 1915 

9 

53 THE ARMENIANS - AWFUL SUFFERINGS   (A) LONDON December 16, 1915 9 

54 ARMENIANS - ESCAPE FROM TURKS 
PASTOR'S THRILLING ACCOUNT   (A) LONDON December 21, 1915 

9 
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55 DAY OF INTERCESSION 
CHURCH SERVICES   (A, REF)   January 4, 1916 

9 

56 THE ARMENIANS 
WHOLESALE MASSACRE   (A)   January 17, 1916 

9 

57 THE ARMENIANS 
MASSACRES RECOMMENCED   (A)   February 12, 1916 

17 

58 THE RUSSIAN SUCCESS   (A, REF) EDITORIAL February 18, 1916 6 

59 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN ATTITUDE   (A) 

WASHINGTO
N February 22, 1916 

7 

60 KEY TO ARMENIA   (A)   February 22, 1916 7 
61 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)    March 10, 1916 9 
62 ARMENIANS  - A MILLION MURDERED   (A) AMSTERDAM April 17, 1916 9 

63 TREBIZOND   (A) 
ARMENIANS MASSACRED BY THE TURKS PETROGRAD May 15, 1916 

9 

64 ARMENIANS - MASSACRED BY TURKS   (A) LONDON May 23, 1916 7 
65 ARMENIANS - WHOLESALE MASSACRES   (A) LONDON June 23, 1916 7 

66 THE ARMENIANS 
GERMAN PROFESSORS' APPEAL   (A) LONDON July 8, 1916 

14 

67 THE RUSSIANS IN ASIA    (A, REF) EDITORIAL July 18, 1916 8 
68 THE ARMENIANS - TURKISH MASSACRES  (A) LONDON July 19, 1916 11 

69 THE ARMENIANS - DETAILS OF MASSACRES 
DIRECTED BY GERMANS   (A) PARIS July 22, 1916 

13 

70 GERMAN COMPLICITY IN ARMENIAN 
MASSACRES   (A)   July 22, 1916 

14 

71 THE RUSSIAN ADVANCE  (A, REF) EDITORIAL July 28, 1916 6 

72 THE ARMENIANS 
HORRIBLE SUFFERINGS   (A) NEW YORK August 21, 1916 

7 

73 TURKEY'S FEARS 
INFLUENCE OF PRO-GERMANS   (A)   September 7, 1916 

7 

74 ARMENIAN HORRORS - 30,000 STARVING 
MISSIONARY'S DESCRIPTION   (A) NEW YORK September 12, 1916 

7 

75 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
INCREDIBLE TURKISH ATROCITIES 
ALLOWED BY TEUTONS   (A) NEW YORK September 21, 1916 

9 

76 MASSACRES BY TURKS   (A)   October 4, 1916 11 

77 TO AID ARMENIANS   (A) 
WASHING-

TON October 5, 1916 7 

78 ARMENIANS ESCAPE   (A) LONDON October 27, 1916 8 
79 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 11, 1916 13 

80 TURKEY'S CRIMES - OUTRAGE ON ARMENIANS 
(A) NEW YORK November 30, 1916 7 

81 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
SYSTEMATIC MASSACRE   (A) LONDON January 2, 1917 

7 

82 FAMINE IN ARMENIA   (A) PETROGRAD January 25, 1917 9 
83 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON February 27, 1917 7 
84 THE POSITION OF TURKEY   (A, REF) EDITORIAL March 14, 1917 10 
85 TURKS DESTROY ARABS   (A)   April 9, 1917 7 
86 PALESTINE JEWS PERSECUTED   (CH) NEW YORK May 9, 1917 11 



 

 

 

307

87 TURKEY AND THE WAR   (REF) EDITORIAL December 15, 1917 12 
88 REPORTED MASSACRE   (A) NEW YORK March 5, 1918 7 
89 ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A)  PETROGRAD March 12, 1918 7 
90 ARMENIA   (A)   April 6, 1918 13 

91 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
ATROCITIES BY TURKS   (A)   April 15, 1918 

7 

92 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED   (CH)   September 2, 1918 7 
93 AMERICAN OFFICIAL NEWS   (CH)   September 13, 1918 7 
94 TURKEY AND GERMANY   (A, REF)  EDITORIAL September 25, 1918 10 
95 AUSTRIA AND TURKEY   (A, REF) EDITORIAL October 31, 1918 6 
96 REFERENCES IN THE CHURCHES   (A, REF)   November 4, 1918 6 

97 MASSACRE AT BAKU 
A TERRIBLE STORY   (A), (T) LONDON November 4, 1918 

7 

98 POLICY IN TURKEY - ALLIE'S INTENTIONS  (A) LONDON November 21, 1918 7 
99 TURKISH ABSCONDERS   (A)   November 26, 1918 7 

100 FUGITIVES IN GERMANY   (A)   November 27, 1918 11 
101 TURKISH AGITATORS   (A)   December 30, 1918 7 
102 ARMENIA - TURKISH ATROCITIES   (A)   January 6, 1919 7 
103 TURKISH CRIMES   (A), (G)   January 27, 1919 7 
104 TURKS ARRESTED   (A), (G) LONDON February 10, 1919 7 
105 TURKISH TYRANT'S END   (A) LONDON February 17, 1919 8 
106 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A)   February 25, 1919 7 

107 THE TURK AGAIN 
SUBJECT RACES PERSECUTED   (A), (G)   March 20, 1919 

7 

108 ARMENIA'S PLIGHT   (A)   March 31, 1919 9 
109 TURKEY IN REVOLT   (A)   April 19, 1919 11 

110 TURKISH PERIL 
MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS FEARED   (CH) LONDON April 23, 1919 

11 

111 TURKEY - ABSCONDERS ON TRIAL   (REF)   April 24, 1919 7 

112 STARVED TO DEATH   (A) 
TURKS EXTERMINATING THE ARMENIANS NEW YORK April 25, 1919 

9 

113 TURKISH WRONGDOERS   (REL)   May 31, 1919 17 

114 USA AND TURKEY 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) 

WASHING-
TON August 29, 1919 

9 

115 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A) LONDON August 30, 1919 17 
116 VON SANDERS TO BE TRIED   (A) LONDON September 1, 1919 7 
117 AMERICA WARNS TURKEY   (CH)   September 12, 1919 9 

118 THE ARMENIANS 
DESTRUCTION THREATENED   (A) 

WASHING-
TON February 19, 1920 

7 

119 CONSTANTINOPLE - JUBILANT TURKS 
"A SECOND CONQUEST"   (A) LONDON February 27, 1920 

7 

120 ARMENIA - ALLIES TAKING MEASURES   (A) LONDON March 1, 1920 7 

121 THE RUTHLESS TURK 
ARMENIANS MASSACRED   (A) 

WASHING-
TON March 3, 1920 

11 

122 TURKISH CRISES - FALL OF CABINET 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES   (A) LONDON March 8, 1920 

7 
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123 TURKEY - ALLIES DRASTIC ACTION   (A) LONDON March 10, 1920 11 
124 TROOPS IN CONSTANTINOPLE   (A) LONDON March 11, 1920 7 
125 TURKEY - ANXIOUS OUTLOOK   (A) LONDON March 13, 1920 13 
126 TURKEY - BRITISH POLICY OUTLINED   (A) LONDON March 15, 1920 7 

127 TURKEY'S FUTURE - AMERICAN VIEW   (A) 
WASHING-

TON April 1, 1920 9 

128 A TRAGEDY OF TRAGEDIES   (A, REL) EDITORIAL April 6, 1920 6 
129 BAKU COMMUNE - A MOSCOW REPORT   (A) LONDON May 3, 1920 7 
130 TURKISH TREATY   (A, REL) EDITORIAL May 14, 1920 8 

131 TURKISH ATROCITIES 
PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS   (CH) LONDON September 8, 1920 

11 

132 THE TURK AGAIN 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS   (A) LONDON November 3, 1920 

11 

133 CAUCASIA 
TURKS TAKE KARS AND ERIVAN   (A) LONDON November 22, 1920 

9 

134 PROBLEMS OF THE LEAGUE   (A, REL) EDITORIAL November 26, 1920 8 

135 ARMENIAN'S REVENGE 
TALAAT PASHA SHOT   (A) LONDON March 17, 1921 

9 

136 AFTER TEN YEARS 
ARMENIAN'S VENGEANCE   (A) LONDON March 18, 1921 

9 

137 MILLION PERISH 
WHAT ARMENIA SUFFERED   (A) LONDON June 6, 1921 

7 

138 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (REL) LONDON December 8, 1921 9 
139 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A)   April 20, 1922 9 

140 
TURKISH SAVAGERY 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
BARBAROUS CONDUCT   (A) LONDON May 30, 1922 

7 

141 
TURKISH BARBARITIES 
MASSACRES IN ASIA MINOR 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN VICTIMS (CH) LONDON June 15, 1922 

7 

142 GREECE AND TURKEY   (A, REF) EDITORIAL August 2, 1922 10 
143 A TRAGEDY   (A) EDITORIAL August 12, 1922 12 
144 FEAR OF MASSACRES   (CH)   September 12, 1922 9 
145 A DISTURBING OUTLOOK   (CH) EDITORIAL September 13, 1922 10 
146 CHRISTIANS IN DANGER   (CH)   September 13, 1922 11 
147 OCCUPATION OF SMYRNA   (A), (G)   September 14, 1922 7 

148 AMBITIOUS TURKEY - ALLIES' PROBLEMS 
KEMALIST LEADER'S OPINION   (A), (G), (CH) LONDON September 15, 1922 

9 

149 GREAT FIRE IN SMYRNA   (A), (G) LONDON September 16, 1922 13 

150 SMYRNA ABLAZE 
STORIES OF MASSACRE   (A), (G)   September 18, 1922 

9 

151 RELIEF FOR REFUGEES   (RFG) 
WASHING-

TON September 18, 1922 9 

152 PLIGHT OF SMYRNA 
OUTBREAK OF PLAGUE   (A), (G) LONDON September 19, 1922 

9 

153 RUSSIAN REFUGEES   (A)   September 21, 1922 9 

154 REFUGEES   (CH) 
WASHING-

TON September 22, 1922 9 
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155 (1) AN AMERICAN'S VIEW   (CH) 
REFUGEES   (RFG)   September 23, 1922 

13 

156 SECOND BLUNDER OF THE WAR   (REF) NEW YORK September 23, 1922 13 
157 CHURCHES'S APPEAL   (A), (CH) NEW YORK September 25, 1922 9 
158 SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG)   September 26, 1922 9 
159 SMYRNA REFUGEES   (RFG)   September 28, 1922 9 
160 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA   (RFG)   October 3, 1922 7 
161 AMERICA AND THE NEAR EAST   (CH), (REF) EDITORIAL October 4, 1922 12 

162 LATE CABLE NEWS 
EUROPE'S DANGER POINT   (CH) LONDON October 5, 1922 

9 

163 A CORRESPONDENT'S REPORT   (CH)   October 11, 1922 13 

164 (1) TURKS AND CHRISTIANS 
(2) SUFFERINGS OF REFUGEES   (CH) LONDON October 14, 1922 

13 

165 
LATE CABLE NEWS 
FLIGHT FROM ASIA MINOR 
TERRIBLE SCENES   (A), (G) LONDON November 15, 1922 

13 

166 THE NEAR EAST - GRAVE SITUATION   (CH) LONDON November 14, 1922 9 
167 TREK FROM ANATOLIA   (CH)   November 30, 1922 9 
168 VATICAN'S APPEAL   (CH)   December 7, 1922 9 
169 PLIGHT OF REFUGEES   (CH)   December 8, 1922 9 

170 LAUSANNE CONFERENCE - WARNING TO TURK
LASTING SECURITY OF MINORITIES   (CH) LONDON December 15, 1922 

11 

171 LAUSANNE CONFERENCE   (A), (G) EDITORIAL December 20, 1922 10 

172 RUSSIA - TWELVE MILLION MAY PERISH 
DR SMITH'S LECTURE   (A, REF)   December 21, 1922 

10 

173 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A) LONDON January 11, 1923 9 
174 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A), (G) LONDON January 15, 1923 9 

175 THE NEAR EAST 
EXECUTIONS REPORTED   (CH) LONDON January 18, 1923 

9 

176 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A) 
WASHING-

TON January 25, 1923 9 

177 GENERAL CABLE NEWS   (A) NEW YORK February 1, 1923 9 

178 UNITED STATES 
JAPANESE AND CHINESE EXCLUDED   (A) 

WASHING-
TON February 7, 1923 

13 

179 IMPORTANCE OF TURKEY   (A, REF) EDITORIAL May 29, 1923 8 
180 THE ARMENIANS -EXPELLED FROM HOMES  (A) LONDON August 18, 1923 13 
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1.7 Sample of articles on the Armenian Genocide that appeared in the Australian
 press 
 

•  REG 12 May 1915 
•  MCY 24 July 1915 
•  AGE 11 September 1915 
•  MCY 3 August 1915 
•  AGE 27 September 1915 
•  REG 23 September 1915 
•  MCY 12 October 1915 
•  SMH 14 October 1915 
•  MCY 29 November 1915 
•  ARG 16 December 1915 
•  BC 17 December 1915 
•  BC 15 May 1916 
•  BC 25 August 1916 
•  ARG 23 February 1916 
•  ARG 25 August 1916 
•  REG 2 January 1917 
•  BC 30 May 1922 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘1.7 Sample of articles on the Armenian Genocide that appeared in the Australian press’.
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2. Titles of articles of Friends of Armenia and Armenian Relief 
Fund 

 
 
This section includes the titles of articles dedicated to relief efforts from Australia. I 
researched only ARG and REG for articles on Armenian relief. The titles in SMH I 
encountered by chance and was not the result of thorough research. Titles include donations to 
Armenian Relief Fund and advertisements for donations. 
 

•  ARG 
•  REG 
•  SMH 
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2.1 The Argus 
 

 
THE ARGUS 1915 – 1923 

RELIEF EFFORTS FROM AUSTRALIA 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1 ARMENIA'S MARTYRDOM  
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS  ARGUS December 9, 1915 5 

2 EDITORIAL   ARGUS February 23, 1916 8 

3 
OPPRESSED NATIONS 
 A TRAGIC TRINITY 
 PLIGHT OF ARMENIA 

ARGUS February 24, 1916 5 

4 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND ARGUS April 2, 1917 7 

5 
ARMENIA SUNDAY  
APPEAL FOR DISTRESSED ARMENIA 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS  

ARGUS April 21, 1917 16 

6 ARMENIA SUNDAY  ARGUS April 23, 1917 5 
7 ARMENIAN APPEAL  ARGUS June 5, 1917 12 
8 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND ARGUS September 13, 1917 8 
9 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND ARGUS November 5, 1917 8 

10 ARMENIAN APPEAL ARGUS November. 9, 1917 4 

11 SUFFERING ARMENIA 
AN APPEAL TO THE CHURCHES ARGUS January 22, 1918 4 

12 
(1) BAKU EVACUATED BY ALLIED FORCE
 ARMENIAN TREACHERY  (to the editor) 
(2) POSITION OF ARMENIANS 

ARGUS September 21, 1918 19 

13 ALLIES IN ARMENIA  
 NO CHANGE IN POLICY ARGUS October 10, 1918 5 

14 
(1) EDITORIAL 
(2) ARMENIA  
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS  

ARGUS April 29, 1919 4 

15 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST - APPEAL AT BALLARAT ARGUS April 30, 1919 8 

16 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 1, 1919 6 

17 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 2, 1919 6 

18 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 3, 1919 18 

19 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 5, 1919 6 

20 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 6, 1919 6 

21 
(1) FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST 
(2) TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS 

ARGUS May 7, 1919 8 

22 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 8, 1919 6 
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23 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 9, 1919 6 

24 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 10, 1919 18 

25 
(1)FRIENDS OF ARMENIA 
THE ARGUS LIST    
(2) APPEAL AT BALLARAT 

ARGUS May 12, 1919 6 

26 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 13, 1919 4 

27 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 14, 1919 8 

28 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 15, 1919 4 

29 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 16, 1919 6 

30 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 17, 1919 18 

31 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 19, 1919 6 

32 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 20, 1919 6 

33 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
 THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS May 21, 1919 8 

34 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 22, 1919 6 

35 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 23, 1919 6 

36 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 24, 1919 20 

37 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 26, 1919 6 

38 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 27, 1919 6 

39 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 28, 1919 8 

40 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 29, 1919 6 

41 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 30, 1919 6 

42 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS May 31, 1919 18 

43 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 3, 1919 6 

44 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 4, 1919 8 

45 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 5, 1919 6 

46 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 6, 1919 6 

47 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 7, 1919 18 

48 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 9, 1919 6 
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49 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 11, 1919 8 

50 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 12, 1919 4 

51 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 13, 1919 6 

52 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA"* 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS June 14, 1919 18 

53 ARMENIAN FUND ARGUS June 17, 1919 6 

54 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 18, 1919 8 

55 
(1)"FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST 
(2) TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS 

ARGUS June 19, 1919 6 

56 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 20, 1919 6 

57 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 21, 1919 21 

58 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS June 23, 1919 6 

59 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 24, 1919 4 

60 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 26, 1919 6 

61 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS June 28, 1919 21 

62 ARMENIAN FUND 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS July 1, 1919 4 

63 ARMENIAN FUND 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS July 2, 1919 8 

64 ARMENIAN FUND 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS July 4, 1919 6 

65 ARMENIAN FUND 
THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS July 5, 1919 20 

66 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS July 8, 1919 4 

67 "FRIENDS OF ARMENIA" 
THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS July 9, 1919 8 

68 ARMENIAN FUND   ARGUS July 10, 1919 6 
69 ARMENIAN FUND   ARGUS July 11, 1919 6 
70 ARMENIAN FUND   ARGUS July 12, 1919 18 
71 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS July 15, 1919 5 
72 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 21, 1919 6 
73 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 23, 1919 8 
74 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 24, 1919 6 
75 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 25, 1919 6 
76 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 26, 1919 18 
77 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS July 29, 1919 4 
78 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS July 30, 1919 8 
79 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS August 5, 1919 4 
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80 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS August 8, 1919 6 
81 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS August 9, 1919 18 
82 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS August 13, 1919 8 
83 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND  ARGUS August 19, 1919 4 
84 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA FUND ARGUS August 21, 1919 6 
85 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS August 22, 1919 6 
86 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS August 28, 1919 6 
87 FRIENDS OF ARMENIA ARGUS September 4, 1919 6 
88 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS September 5, 1919 6 
89 COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ARGUS September 6, 1919 18 
90 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS September 20, 1919 26 
91 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS October 3, 1919 6 
92 ARMENIAN RELEIF FUND ARGUS October 4, 1919 20 

93 IRELAND AND ARMENIA 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS ARGUS September 27, 1920 7 

94 ARMENIAN RELIEF ARGUS July 3, 1922 7 
95 PLIGHT OF ARMENIA ARGUS July 4, 1922 7 

96 PLIGHT OF ARMENIA 
"APPEAL FOR HELP" ARGUS July 6, 1922 

10 

97 DISTRESSED ARMENIA 
SUPPORT FOR RELIEF WORK ARGUS July 8, 1922 

20 

98 RELIEF FOR ARMENIA ARGUS July 10, 1922 6 

99 
TRAGEDY OF ARMENIA 
AID FOR DISTRESSED PEOPLE 
 SUGGESTED RELIEF SHIP ARGUS July 11, 1922 

7 

100 AID FOR ARMENIANS ARGUS July 12, 1922 10 
101 ARMENIAN SUNDAY ARGUS JULY 20, 1922 6 

102 PLIGHT OF ARMENIA 
DR WIRT'S SUCCESSFUL MISSION  ARGUS August 19, 1922 

20 

103 RAGGED ARMENIANS 
CAST-OFF CLOTHING WANTED ARGUS August 24, 1922 

6 

104 STARVING ARMENIAN CHILDREN ARGUS August 26, 1922 18 

105 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 
VICTORIA'S FIRST CONTRIBUTION 
TO BE BLESSED BY ARCHBISHOP LEES ARGUS September 5, 1922 

9 

106 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 
FLOUR FROM VICTORIA 
BLESSED BY ARCHBISHOP LEES  ARGUS September 6, 1922 

19 

107 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES                                  
PROTEST FROM CHURCHES ARGUS September 19, 1922 

7 

108 AUSTRALIAN RELIEF FOR ARMENIANS ARGUS October 18, 1922 18 

109 SMYRNA RELIEF - APPEAL FOR HELP 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS ARGUS October 21, 1922 

28 

110 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 24, 1922 8 
111 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 25, 1922 18 
112 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 27, 1922 11 
113 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 28, 1922 28 
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114 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 30, 1922 7 
115 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS October 31, 1922 8 
116 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS November 1, 1922 10 
117 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 2, 1922 6 
118 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 3, 1922 10 
119 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 4, 1922 24 
120 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 6, 1922 8 
121 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS November 7, 1922 8 
122 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS November 9, 1922 8 
123 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 11, 1922 18 
124 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 13, 1922 6 
125 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 14, 1922 8 
126 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS November 16, 1922 10 
127 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 17, 1922 8 
128 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 18, 1922 24 

129 
PLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
AUSTRALIAN RELIEF EFFORTS 
REPORT BY DR WIRT ARGUS November 20, 1922 

9 

130 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 22, 1922 18 
131 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 23, 1922 8 
132 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 24, 1922 8 
133 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 25, 1922 26 
134 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 28, 1922 8 
135 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 29, 1922 18 
136 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS November 30, 1922 8 

137 
FUGITIVES FROM THE TURKS 
(1) RELIEF FROM ANATOLIA 
(2) AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 2, 1922 

28 

138 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 4, 1922 9 
139 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 5, 1922 8 
140 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 6, 1922 18 
141 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 8, 1922 10 
142 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 11, 1922 8 
143 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 12, 1922 8 

144 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS December 14, 1922 10 

145 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS December 15, 1922 10 

146 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS December 16, 1922 30 

147 
AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES 
STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS December 18, 1922 

14 

148 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS December 19, 1922 10 

149 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 19, 1922 11 
150 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 21, 1922 10 
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151 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 22, 1922 8 
152 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS December 23, 1922 8 

153 
(1) AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES 
(2) ARMENIAN RELIEF 
MEETING OF COMMITTEES ARGUS December 27, 1922 

8 

154 
AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES 
STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST  ARGUS December 30, 1922 

10 

155 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS January 3, 1923 6 

156 AID FOR CHARITIES 
 THE ARGUS APPEALS  ARGUS January 4, 1923 8 

157 
AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES 
STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS January 5, 1923 

6 

158 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS January 6, 1923 18 
159 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS January 11, 1923 8 
160 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS January 12, 1923 6 
161 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES ARGUS January 13, 1923 18 
162 AID FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES  ARGUS January 19, 1923 10 

163 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS February 19, 1923 8 

164 ARMENIAN RELIEF STORIES OF TRAGIC 
SUFFERING ARGUS February 19, 1923 

13 

165 ARMENIAN'S PLIGHT ARGUS February 20, 1923 10 

166 STRICKEN EUROPE 
 THE ARGUS LIST ARGUS March 9, 1923 8 

167 STRICKEN EUROPE - THE ARGUS LIST - 
ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND ARGUS March 14, 1923 

18 

168 STRICKEN EUROPE - THE ARGUS LIST - 
ARMENIAN STARVING CHILDREN ARGUS March 16, 1923 

9 

169 

STRICKEN EUROPE 
THE ARGUS LIST 
(1) ARMENIA, SAVE THE CHILDREN 
(2) SMYRNA RELIEF FUND) ARGUS April 10, 1923 

8 

170 
STRICKEN EUROPE 
THE ARGUS LIST 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS ARGUS April 13, 1923 

8 

171 ARMENIAN RELIEF 
TRAINING CHILDREN IN TRADES ARGUS July 21, 1923 

30 

172 ARMENIAN ORPHANS ARGUS August 9, 1923 11 

173 SUFFERING IN ARMENIA 
APPEAL FOR AUSTRALIAN HELP ARGUS August 15, 1923 

10 

174 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND 
"BUNDLE DAY" ON DEC 1 ARGUS  November 21, 1923 

11 

175 ADVERTISEMENT  ARGUS December 15, 1923 13 
176 SAVE THE CHILDREN  ARGUS December 26, 1923 8 

177 STARVING CHILDREN 
SUFFERINGS IN MACEDONIA  ARGUS January 8, 1924 

10 

 
 
 



 

 

 

326

2.2 The Register 
 

 
THE REGISTER 1915 – 1923 

RELIEF EFFORTS FROM AUSTRALIA 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 

1 ARMENIAN NATION 
ALLIES UPHOLDING ITS RIGHTS REGISTER October 10, 1918 

7 

2 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 2, 1922 9 
3 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 4, 1922 7 
4 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 5, 1922 7 
5 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 7, 1922 7 
6 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 8, 1922 7 
7 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 9, 1922 9 
8 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 12, 1922 9 
9 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 14, 1922 11 

10 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 16, 1922 10 
11 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 19, 1922 6 
12 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 19, 1922 7 

13 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
PROTEST FROM CHURCHES REGISTER September 19, 1922 

8 

14 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 20, 1922 7 
15 ARMENIAN RELIEF REGISTER September 20, 1922 8 
16 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 21, 1922 7 
17 ARMENIAN RELIEF  REGISTER September 22, 1922 6 
18 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 22, 1922 7 
19 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 23, 1922 9 

20 ARMENIAN RELIEF 
THE PREMIER'S APPEAL REGISTER September 23, 1922 

12 

21 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 26, 1922 6 
22 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 27, 1922 6 
23 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 28, 1922 6 
24 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 29, 1922 6 
25 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER September 30, 1922 8 
26 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 2, 1922 6 
27 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 3, 1922 6 
28 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 4, 1922 6 
29 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 5, 1922 8 
30 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 6, 1922 6 
31 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 7, 1922 8 
32 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 20, 1922 6 
33 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 21, 1922 6 
34 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 12, 1922 6 
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35 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 14, 1922 8 
36 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 18, 1922 6 
37 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 20, 1922 6 
38 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 21, 1922 8 
39 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 24, 1922 6 
40 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 25, 1922 6 
41 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 26, 1922 6 
42 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 27, 1922 6 
43 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 28, 1922 8 
44 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 30, 1922 6 
45 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER October 31, 1922 6 
46 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 1, 1922 8 

47 ARMENIAN RELIEF 
FIRST LOCAL SHIPMENT REGISTER November 1, 1922 

11 

48 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 2, 1922 6 
49 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 3, 1922 6 
50 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 4, 1922 8 
51 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 6, 1922 12 
52 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 7, 1922 6 
53 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 8, 1922 6 
54 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 9, 1922 7 
55 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 10, 1922 6 
56 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 11, 1922 8 
57 SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND REGISTER November 11, 1922 11 
58 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 14, 1922 6 
59 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 15, 1922 6 
60 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 16, 1922 10 
61 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 17, 1922 6 
62 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 18, 1922 8 

63 NEAR EAST RELIEF 
AUSTRALIAN HELP ARRIVED REGISTER November 20, 1922 

7 

64 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 20, 1922 11 
65 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 21, 1922 6 
66 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 22, 1922 6 

67 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND 
SAVE THE CHILDREN REGISTER November 23, 1922 

6 

68 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 24, 1922 6 
69 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 25, 1922 13 
70 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 28, 1922 6 
71 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 29, 1922 10 
72 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER November 30, 1922 6 
73 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 1, 1922 6 
74 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 6, 1922 9 
75 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 7, 1922 13 
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76 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 8, 1922 8 
77 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 9, 1922 12 
78 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 13, 1922 12 
79 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 15, 1922 9 

80 
NEAR EAST TRAGEDY 
APPALLING CONDITIONS IN 
ARMENIA REGISTER December 18, 1922 

8 

81 
(1) XMAS APPEAL FOR ARMENIA, 
NEAR EAST AND RUSSIA 
(2) ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 19, 1922 

5 

82 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 20, 1922 11 
83 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 21, 1922 6 
84 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 22, 1922 11 
85 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 23, 1922 12 
86 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 25, 1922 8 
87 30,000 BUSHELS WHEAT WANTED REGISTER December 25, 1922 11 
88 SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND REGISTER December 27, 1922 6 
89 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 28, 1922 6 
90 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER December 30, 1922 8 

91 FAMINE STRICKEN PEOPLES 
APPEAL BY LADY FORSTER REGISTER December 30, 1922 

9 

92 
(1) SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT 
AUSTRALASIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF
(2) SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND 
(3) ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 4, 1923 

6 

93 SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT 
AUSTRALASIAN ARMENAIN RELIEF REGISTER January 5, 1923 

7 

94 AUSTRALASIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF REGISTER January 6, 1923 8 
95 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 6, 1923 11 
96 RELIGIOUS NOTES REGISTER January 6, 1923 12 
97 AUSTRALASIAN ARMENIAN RELIEF REGISTER January 8, 1923 6 
98 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 10, 1923 6 
99 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 11, 1923 6 

100 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 12, 1923 6 
101 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 13, 1923 8 

102 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND 
REV. J E CRESWELL ENTERTAINED REGISTER January 13, 1923 

10 

103 THE NEAR EAST 
RELIEF MEASURES REVIEWED REGISTER January 13, 1923 

14 

104 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND & 
ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 16, 1923 

6 

105 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 17, 1923 6 
106 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 18, 1923 6 
107 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 19, 1923 6 
108 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 20, 1923 8 
109 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 22, 1923 6 
110 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 24, 1923 6 
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111 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 25, 1923 6 

112 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND 
SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT/ARF  REGISTER January 26, 1923 

6 

113 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 27, 1923 6 
114 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 29, 1923 6 
115 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER January 31, 1923 6 
116 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 1, 1923 6 
117 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 3, 1923 8 
118 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 7, 1923 6 
119 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 9, 1923 6 
120 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 10, 1923 8 
121 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 12, 1923 6 
122 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 13, 1923 6 
123 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 14, 1923 8 

124 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND 
ARMENIAN RELIED FUND REGISTER February 17, 1923 

8 

125 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 17, 1923 8 
126 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 19, 1923 8 
127 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 20, 1923 6 
128 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 21, 1923 6 
129 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 22, 1923 8 
130 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 23, 1923 8 
131 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 24, 1923 13 
132 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER February 28, 1923 8 
133 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 1, 1923 8 
134 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 2, 1923 12 
135 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 3, 1923 8 
136 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 7, 1923 8 
137 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 9, 1923 8 
138 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 10, 1923 9 
139 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 14, 1923 11 

140 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND OF 
AUSTRALASIA REGISTER March 16, 1923 8 

141 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 16, 1923 11 
142 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 17, 1923 8 
143 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 22, 1923 6 
144 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 24, 1923 11 
145 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 27, 1923 8 
146 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 28, 1923 6 
147 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER March 29, 1923 8 
148 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 5, 1923 8 
149 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 6, 1923 8 
150 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 7, 1923 8 
151 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 10, 1923 6 
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152 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 11, 1923 8 
153 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 17, 1923 8 
154 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 18, 1923 10 
155 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 19, 1923 8 
156 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 20, 1923 8 

157 THE NEAR EAST HORROR 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER REGISTER April 20, 1923 

9 

158 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND REGISTER April 21, 1923 8 
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2.3 The Sydney Morning Herald 
 

 
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 1915 – 1923 

RELIEF EFFORTS FROM AUSTRALIA 
   
NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1 THE ARMENIANS - WHAT ALLIES PROMISE LONDON October 10, 1918 7 
2 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND   December 13, 1918 6 
3 TURKEY'S VICTIMS EDITORIAL December 14, 1918 12 

4 TRAGEDY OF ARMENIA 
TURKISH MASSACRES   June 21, 1922 

11 

5 UNHAPPY ARMENIA   August 7, 1922 10 
6 STARVING ARMENIA - PUBLIC APPEAL   August 9, 1922 12 

7 ARMENIA - PROPOSED RELIEF SHIP 
LORD MAYOR'S APPEAL   August 11, 1922 

8 

8 ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND   October 13, 1922 12 

9 RELIEF WORK 
AIS FOR CHRISTIAN REFUGEES LONDON November 20, 1922 

9 

10 STRICKEN EUROPE 
WORK OF RELIEF - SAVING THE CHILDREN   December 11, 1922 

8 

11 
(1) NEAR EAST - NEED FOR RELIEF 
LADY FORSTER'S APPEAL 
(2) SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND   December 23, 1922 

10 

12 WOMEN'S COLUMN - ARMENIAN RELIEF   January 4, 1923 4 

13 SAVING CHILDREN - WORLDWIDE EFFORT 
LOCAL COMMITTEE FORMED   February 13, 1923 

9 

14 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   February 24, 1923 11 
15 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   March 24, 1923 11 
16 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   April 6, 1923 8 
17 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   April 10, 1923 5 
18 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   April 12, 1923 5 
19 WOMEN'S COLUMN - NEAR AND FAR   May 8, 1923 5 
20 WOMEN'S COLUMN - ARMENIAN RELIEF   June 11, 1923 4 
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3. Sample of advertisements and appeals for Australian help 
 
 
 

•  ARG 21 April 1917 
•  ARG 6 July 1922 
•  SMH 9 August 1922 
•  SMH 11 August 1922 
•  REG 20 September 1922 
•  REG 5 January 1923 
•  REG 8 January 1923 
•  REG 7 February1923 
•  REG 16 March 1923 
•  REG 23 September 1923 
•  ARG 15 December 1923 
•  ARG 26 December 1923 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘3. Sample of advertisements and appeals for Australian help’. 
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4. Titles of articles that do not mention the word “Turk” or 
“Turkish” 

 
 
This section includes selected titles of articles from section 1 that do not include in their titles 
the word “Turk” or “Turkish.” If Australians had intended to engage in war propaganda 
against Turkey, they would have included in the titles, the name of the perpetrator of the 
crime similar to the method they were using to highlight German atrocities. 
 
 
 

•  AGE 
•  ARG 
•  BC 
•  MCY 
•  REG 
•  SMH 
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4.1 The Age 
 

 
THE AGE 1915 – 1923  

TITLES WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH” 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE 
1 ARMENIANS TERRORISED AGE December 26, 1914 9 

2 FORCING THE DARDANELLES 
THREAT OF MASSACRE DISCOUNTED AGE January 12, 1915 

7 

3 RUSSIANS IN ARMENIA AGE January 15, 1915 7 

4 FIGHTING IN THE CAUCASUS AGE January 30, 1915 11 

5 ANTI CHRISTIAN CAMPAIGN AGE February 22, 1915 9 
6 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA AGE February 24, 1915 9 

7 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS AGE March 23, 1915 9 

8 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
MISSIONARIES IN DANGER AGE May 11, 1915 

7 

9 ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
VICTIMS NUMBER 60,000 AGE May 19, 1915 

9 

10 THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS AGE May 24, 1915 10 

11 ARMENIAN PLOTTERS EXECUTED AGE June 21, 1915 9 

12 ARMENIAN MASSACRES   AGE June 2, 1915 13 

13 EXTERMINATING THE ARMENIANS AGE July 24, 1915 11 

14 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
RECORD OF TERRIBLE CRUELTIES AGE August 3, 1915 

7 

15 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
DRIVEN INTO THE DESERT TO DIE AGE August 5, 1915 

7 

16 STATE OF TERROR AT SMYRNA AGE September 9, 1915 9 

17 70,000 ARMENIANS MASSACRED AGE September 10, 1915 7 

18 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
APPEAL TO AMERICA TO PROTEST AGE September 22, 1915 

9 

19 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
TEN THOUSAND DROWNED 
THROWN INTO SEA FROM BOATS 
LORD BRYCE'S STIRRING APPEAL AGE September 23, 1915 

9 

20 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GERMAN DIPLOMAT'S DENIAL AGE September 29, 1915 

9 

21 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
ENCOURAGED BY GERMAN CONSULS AGE October 1, 1915 

9 

22 THE ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
UNITED STATES INTERVENTION AGE October 4, 1915 

7 

23 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GERMANY 
NEARLY 1,000,000 PEOPLE PERISH AGE October 8, 1915 

7 

24 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
MOST WICKED THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN AGE October 11, 1915 

10 

25 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
INDIGNATION IN AMERICA AGE October 12, 1915 

7 
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26 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
MAJORITY REPORTED KILLED AGE October 16, 1915 

13 

27 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
NOTHING EQUAL IN HISTORY AGE October 18, 1915 

10 

28 TO AVENGE MASSACRES 
ARMENIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS AGE October 20, 1915 

9 

29 FATE OF ARMENIANS - 1,000,000 PERISH 
HORRIFYING TALES OF SUFFERING AGE December 16, 1915 

7 

30 DAY OF INTERSESSION IN BRITAIN  AGE January 4, 1916 5 

31 THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES AGE January 17, 1916 9 

32 MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
GIRLS SOLD IN OPEN MARKET AGE February 12, 1916 

11 

33 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
WARNING FROM AMERICA AGE February 21, 1916 

7 

34 TREBIZOND MENACED AGE February 22, 1916 7 

35 ARMENIANS IN ERZEROUM 
40,000 MASSACRED AGE March 10, 1916 

7 

36 MASSACRES AT TREBIZOND AGE May 15, 1916 7 

37 MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED AGE May 23, 1916 7 

38 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
GERMAN PROFESSORS APPEAL AGE July 8, 1916 

11 

39 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
CONDEMNED MEN BURN PRISON AGE July 19, 1916 

7 

40 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
EVIDENCE AGAINST GERMANS AGE July 22, 1916 

13 

41 SUFFERINGS OF ARMENIANS 
RESORT TO CANNIBALISM AGE August 21, 1916 

7 

42 SUFFERING ARMENIANS 
30,000 STARVING PEOPLE AGE September 12, 1916 

5 

43 EXODUS OF 25,000 ARMENIANS AGE October 27, 1916 7 

44 SUFFERING OF ARMENIANS AGE November 30, 1916 7 

45 ARMENIANS TORTURED 
HORRIFYING MASSACRES AGE January 2, 1917 

5 

46 FAMINE IN ARMENIA AGE January 25, 1917 5 

47 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
MANY THOUSANDS OF VICTIMS EXHAUSTION 
AND ILL-TREATMENT AGE February 19, 1917 

7 

48 THE SUFFERINGS OF ARMENIANS AGE February 27, 1917 5 

49 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRE 
MALES OVER NINE YEARS KILLED AGE June 22, 1917 

7 

50 ARMENIANS MASSACRED AGE March 6, 1918 9 

51 WOMEN SLAVES FROM CAUCASUS AGE March 21, 1918 7 

52 ERZERUM ARMENIANS MASSACRED AGE April 6, 1918 13 

53 ARMENIANS MASSACRED AGE June 10, 1918 5 

54 ARMENIA'S DISTRESS AGE August 19, 1918 5 

55 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS AGE September 2, 1918 8 

56 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS AGE November 4, 1918 7 
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57 UNFORTUNATE ARMENIANS 
THOUSANDS STARVED TO DEATH AGE April 25, 1919 

7 

58 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN WARNING DRAWS PROTEST AGE August 29, 1919 

7 

59 GENERAL CABLES AGE August 30, 1919 15 

60 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
(1) 8000 MORE VICTIMS 
(2) RED CROSS APPEALS TO POWERS AGE February 19, 1920 

7 

61 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS  AGE March 1, 1920 7 

62 FRENCH TROOPS FOR CILICIA AGE March 9, 1920 7 

63 ARMENIANS IN CILICIA AGE March 10, 1920 9 

64 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS AGE November 3, 1920 7 

65 
MASSACRES IN THE ORIENT                              
OFFICIALLY DIRECTED                                           
HOW GOVERNMENTS SETTLE DISPUTES AGE 

October 11, 1921 7 

66 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS 
PATRIARCH APPEALS TO BRITAIN AGE 

June 15, 1922 9 

67 EFFORT TO AVOID MASSACRE AGE September 7, 1922 9 

68 (1) SMYRNA "FAIRLY QUIET" 
(2) EXECUTION OF ARMENIANS AND GREEKS AGE 

September 15, 1922 9 

69  ANOTHER TOWN IN FLAMES                         
MUTILATED BODIES LIE IN STREETS  AGE 

September 19, 1922 9 

70 (1) FATE OF SMYRNA CHRISTIANS 
(2) BRITISH POLICY SUPPORTED AGE 

September 22, 1922 9 

71 A CHRISTIAN APPEAL AGE September 25, 1922 9 

72 REFUGEES ORDERED TO LEAVE SMYRNA AGE September 27, 1922 13 

73 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA AGE September 28, 1922 7 

74 ARMENIAN CHIEFTAINS ARRESTED AGE September 29, 1922 9 
75 ALL REFUGEES LEAVE SMYRNA AGE October 6, 1922 9 

76 RELIEF FOR SMYRNA REFUGEES AGE October 12, 1922 9 

77 (1) CHRISTIANS SENT TO THE INTERIOR.             
(2) PITIABLE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES AGE 

October 14, 1922 13 

78 REFUGEES FROM ASIA MINOR                                
AN APPEAL TO AUSTRALIA AGE 

November 20, 1922 9 

79 GREAT TREK FROM ANATOLIA                        
CHILDREN LEFT TO THEIR FATE  AGE 

November 30, 1922 9 

80 CHRISTIANS IN TRACE  AGE December 4, 1922 9 

81 ARMENIAN REFUGEES FOR AMERICA AGE January 11, 1923 9 

82 ARMENIAN ORPHANS FOR USA AGE January 15, 1923 9 
83 ELEVEN CHRISTIANS EXECUTED AGE January 16, 1923 9 

84 GENERAL CABLES AGE January 25, 1923 10 

85 NEW HOMES FOR ARMENIANS 
SOVIET RUSSIA'S OFFER  AGE 

February 1, 1923 9 

86 A HOME FOR ARMENIANS 
THIRTY THOUSAND TO BE ADMITTED AGE 

February 7, 1923 11 

87 HUGE DRIVE OF ARMENIANS AGE August 18, 1923 13 
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4.2 The Argus 
 

 
THE ARGUS 1915 - 1923 

TITLES WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH” 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE
1 ARMENIAN MASSACRES  ARG January 15, 1915 7 

2 HOW GERMANY'S ALLY FIGHTS 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS ARG January 30, 1915 19 

3 
FEARFUL CRUELTIES 
ARMENIANS MASSACRED 
FORCED TO LEAP INTO ABYSS 

ARG February 24, 1915 9 

4 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED ARG March 23, 1915 7 

5 
HORRORS OF ARMENIA 
PLAIN STREWN WITH CORPSES 
FEARFUL TREATMENT OF WOMEN  

ARG April 29, 1915 7 

6 ARMENIA ONE GREAT GRAVE ARG May 6, 1915 5 
7 ARMENIANS MASSACRED ARG May 19, 1915 9 

8 MODERN HERODS                                              
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA  ARG May 24, 1915 9 

9 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
ALLIES ISSUE STATEMENT 
PORTE HELD RESPONSIBLE  

ARG May 25, 1915 7 

10 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GHASTLY STORIES  ARG August 3, 1915 7 

11 SIDELIGHTS OF WAR 
HARD-DRIVEN ARMENIANS  ARG August 20, 1915 5 

12 BULGARIA ABHORS MASSACRES ARG August 21, 1915 19 

13 IN SEA OF MARMORA 
BRITISH SUBMARINE CREW LANDS 

ARG 
September 6, 1915 7 

14 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
APPEAL TO UNITED STATES  ARG September 22, 1915 9 

15 ARMENIANS SOLD AS SLAVES 
ALL CHRISTIANS TERRORISED ARG September 25, 1915 17 

16 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICA TO TAKE ACTION 
IMMIGRATION SCHEME SUPPORTED  

ARG September 27, 1915 7 

17 

ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES 
AWFUL TALE OF CRUELTY 
FATE OF WOMEN  

ARG September 28, 1915 7 

18 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
DENIED BY BERNSTORFF 
REPORTS "PURE INVENTIONS”  

ARG September 29, 1915 9 

19 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GUILT OF GERMANS  ARG October 1, 1915 7 

20 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
AMERICA MAKES OFFER 
WILL TAKE ALL THE HOMELESS  

ARG October 4, 1915 9 
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21 

ARMENIAN HORRORS 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GERMANS 
DISCUSSED IN LORDS 
800,000 PEOPLE MASSACRED  

ARG October 8, 1915 7 

22 

(1) ARMENIAN MASSACRES  
HORROR IN DENMARK 
UNITED STATES LOOKED TO 
(2) ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
FEELING IN AMERICA 
(3) APPEAL BY MR BALFOUR  

ARG October 11, 1915 9 

23 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
NURSES AND DOCTORS REQUIRED ARG October 16, 1915 19 

24 BELGIUM AND ARMENIA 
WORST CRIMES FOR 400 YEARS  ARG October 18, 1915 9 

25 
ASIA MINOR MASSACRES 
ARMENIANS WILL AVENGE 
CORPS TO ASSIST ALLIES 

ARG October 20, 1915 9 

26 
ARMENIAN HORRORS - FULLY 
CONFIRMED 
GERMANY'S GUILT  

ARG October 26, 1915 7 

27 

ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
(1) WOMEN DRIVEN LIKE CATTLE 
(2) WHOLE VILLAGES DEPORTED 
(3) TREATED LIKE WILD ANIMALS 
(4) THOUSANDS HOMELESS  

ARG November 26, 1915 5 

28 

ARMENIANS    HALF A MILLION KILLED 
(1) BLOOD-CURDLING HORRORS 
(2) "EVERY MAN WAS KILLED" 
(3) BABIES FLUNG INTO FLAMES  

ARG November 29, 1915 7 

29 

ARMENIAN HORRORS 
STORY OF EYE-WITNESS 
(1) REVOLTING TALE OF CRUELTY 
(2) THE MARKET OF WOMEN 
(3) THE WOMEN OF ZILCH  

ARG December 2, 1915 5 

30 EDITORIAL ARG January 1, 1916 8 

31 INTERCESSION SERVICE 
BISHOP URGES PREPAREDNESS  ARG January 4, 1916 7 

32 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
PEASANTRY SLAUGHTERED  ARG January 17, 1916 9 

33 

ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) WOMEN AND CHILDREN BURNED 
(2) BUTCHER BATTALIONS 
(3) EVERY MAN KILLED FIGHTING 
(4)MEN,WOMEN, AND CHILDREN FIGHT  

ARG January 22, 1916 5 

34 

ARMENIAN CAMPAIGN 
RUSSIANS SWEEP ON 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
AMERICAN PROTEST UNOFFICIAL  

ARG February 22, 1916 7 

35 CZAR'S ARMY - ADVANCE IN ARMENIA ARG March 10, 1916 7 

36 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
ONE MILLION VICTIMS 
A GERMAN ADMISSION  

ARG April 17, 1916 7 
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37 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
AT TREBIZOND AND ERZERUM 
MANY THOUSANDS MASSACRED 

ARG May 23, 1916 7 

38 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
TWO MILLION VICTIMS 
RESULT OF FRENCH INQUIRIES 

ARG June 23, 1916 7 

39 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
"GREATEST CRIME IN HISTORY" ARG July 8, 1916 20 

40 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
GERMAN OFFICERS IMPLICATED 
EVIDENCE OBTAINED ON THE SPOT 

ARG July 22, 1916 19 

41 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
PARENTS EAT CHILDREN ARG August 21, 1916 7 

42 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
EVEN GERMANS PROTEST 
BERLIN IGNORES APPEAL 

ARG August 25, 1916 7 

43 PLIGHT OF ARMENIANS 
THOUSANDS STARVING ARG September 12, 1916 7 

44 ARMENIAN HORRORS                                       
THOUSANDS DYING OF STARVATION  ARG February 19, 1917 7 

45 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
THE GHASTLY TRUTH ARG February 27, 1917 7 

46 SOIL OF ARMENIA ARG January 12, 1918 5 

47 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GIRLS SOLD FOR TWO DOLLARS ARG January 19, 1918 6 

48 AMERICAN WAR NEWS ARG March 6, 1918 9 

49 ARMENIAN WOMEN SOLD 
RUSSIAN SOLDIERS LOOT ARG March 21, 1918 7 

50 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
RUSSIA BLAMES GERMANY ARG April 15, 1918 7 

51 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS ARG June 10, 1918 7 
52 BRITISH AT BAKU ARG August 19, 1918 7 

53 
HORRORS OF BAKU 
THOUSANDS MASSACRED 
HOSPITAL PATIENTS SLAUGHTERED 

ARG November 4, 1918 7 

54 FREEDOM FOR ARMENIANS 
INSISTED UPON BY ALLIES ARG November 21, 1918 7 

55 BUTCHERED ARMENIANS 
1,500,000 VICTIMS ARG January 6, 1919 5 

56 GENERAL CABLES ARG February 17, 1919 5 
57 ARMENIANS STARVING ARG March 31, 1919 5 

58 ARMENIANS BEING STARVED ARG April 25, 1919 7 

59 ARMENIAN MASSACRES ARG February 27, 1920 7 
60 ARMENIAN MASSACRES ARG March 1, 1920 7 
61 THE BAKU REGION ARG May 3, 1920 7 
62 GENERAL CABLES ARG March 25, 1921 8 

63 
MURDER OF VIZIER 
(1) YOUNG MAN ACQUITTED 
(2) REPORTED MASSACRE OF GREEKS 

ARG 
June 6, 1921 7 

64 GENERAL CABLES ARG December 8, 1921 7 



 

 

 

346

65 UGLY INCIDENTS IN SMYRNA ARG September 14, 1922 7 
66 PROTEST AGAINST MASSACRE ARG September 18, 1922 7 

67 UNHAPPY SMYRNA 
"SCENES BEGGAR DESCRPTION" 

ARG 
September 19, 1922 7 

68 GENERAL CABLES ARG September 29, 1922 12 

69 FLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
HARROWING SCENES 

ARG 
November 15, 1922 11 

70 DEBATE IN COMMONS 
SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 

ARG 
November 27, 1922 9 

71 FLIGHT FROM ANATOLIA 
"WILL SHOCK THE WORLD" 

ARG 
November 30, 1922 9 

72 EVACUATION OF CHRISTIANS 
AMERICAN PROTEST 

ARG 
December 4, 1922 9 

73 NEAR EAST MINORITIES 
QUESTION OF PROTECTION  

ARG 
December 14, 1922 11 

74 GENERAL CABLES ARG January 11, 1923 9 
75 CHRISTIANS HANGED ARG January 16, 1923 9 
76 CHRISTIANS EXECUTED  ARG January 18, 1923 7 

77 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
AMERICA REFUSES ADMISSION 

ARG 
January 25, 1923 7 

78 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
NEW HOMES IN RUSSIA 

ARG 
February 1, 1923 9 

79 FLOW TO AMERICA 
FOREIGN MARGIN REDUCED 

ARG 
February 7, 1923 19 

80 NEAR EAST REFUGEES 
PERMANENT HOMES WANTED 

ARG 
April 4, 1923 9 

81 DRIVE OF ARMENIANS ARG August 18, 1923 25 
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4.3 The Brisbane Courier 
 

 
THE BRISBANE COURIER  1915 – 1923 

TITLES WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH” 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE

1 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
A TERRIBLE POSITION BC December 15, 1914 

7 

2 MASSACRE IN ARMENIA 
KURDS TERRORISING THE POPULATION BC December 26, 1914 

7 

3 FIGHTING IN PERSIA 
MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS BC January 15, 1915 

8 

4 A THREATENED MASSACRE 
NON MOSLEMS IN PALESTINE BC February 22, 1915 

7 

5 CONSPIRACY DISCOVERED 
DEPOT OF BOMBS SEIZED  BC March 13, 1915 

5 

6 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
WHOLE VILLAGES DEVASTATED BC May 24, 1915 

7 

7 INDEPENDENT ARMENIA 
20 ARMENIANS EXECUTED BC June 21, 1915 

7 

8 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
DETAILS OF MASSACRES BC August 3, 1915 

7 

9 
CILICIAN HORRORS 
40,000 ARMENIANS PERISH 
DRIVEN INTO THE DESERT TO DIE BC August 5, 1915 

7 

10 
MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
WHOLESALE METHODS 
AFTER ALL IT IS WAR BC September 11, 1915 

5 

11 
POSITION OF ARMENIANS 
DEPUTATION TO THE BULGARIAN 
PREMIER BC September 13, 1915 

7 

12 THE SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
APPEAL OF VISCOUNT BRYCE BC September 22, 1915 

7 

13 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
COUNT BERNSTORFF'S DENIAL BC September 29, 1915 

7 

14 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
ENCOURAGED BY GERMAN CONSULS BC October 1, 1915 

7 

15 THE DOOMED ARMENIANS 
MUNIFICENT OFFER FROM AMERICA BC October 4, 1915 

7 

16 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
UNITED STATES STIRRED 
A NOTE FOR TURKEY BC October 6, 1915 

7 

17 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
DANISH HORROR-APPEAL TO AMERICA BC October 11, 1915 

7 

18 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
CRITICISM OF GERMAN ACTION BC October 12, 1915 

7 

19 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
OPERATIONS RESUMED 
AMERICAN REPRESANTATION UNHEADED BC October 14, 1915 

7 
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20 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
NEED FOR RELIEF BC October 16, 1915 

5 

21 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
WORST IN HISTORY 
MANSION HOUSE FUND OPENED BC October 18, 1915 

7 

22 
ARMENIAN RISING 
TO AVENGE THE MASSACRES 
WILL FIGHT FOR THE ALLIES BC October 20, 1915 

7 

23 

ARMENIAN HORRORS 
 FULLY CONFIRMED 
HUMAN WOLVES AMONG DEFENSLESS 
BEINGS BC October 26, 1915 

7 

24 
DESTROYING A PEOPLE 
THE ARMENIAN TRAGEDY 
A MILLION HAVE PERISHED BC December 17, 1915 

7 

25 
ARMENIAN HORRORS 
RESCUE OF REFUGEES 
A THRILLING ACCOUNT BC December 21, 1915 

7 

26 INTERCESSION DAY OBSERVED 
THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA  BC January 4, 1916 

7 

27 WIPING OUT A NATION - MURDERING THE 
FEW REMAINING ARMENIANS BC February 12, 1916 

5 

28 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS BC February 21, 1916 7 

29 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
AN AMERICAN PROTEST BC February 21, 1916 

7 

30 THE MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
UNITED STATES PROTEST "UNOFFICIAL" BC February 22, 1916 

7 

31 ARMENIANS AT ERZEROUM 
WHOLESALE MASSACRE BC March 10, 1916 

7 

32 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
UPWARDS OF 1,000,000 BC April 17, 1916 

7 

33 THE GERMAN CONSCIENCE 
TROUBLED OVER ARMENIANS BC July 8, 1916 

5 

34 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
RESPONSIBILITY TRACED TO GERMANS BC July 22, 1916 

5 

35 HORRORS IN ARMENIA 
CANNIBALISM AND STARVATION BC August 21, 1916 

7 

36 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
WHAT THE GERMANS PERMITTED BC August 25, 1916 

7 

37 
THE PERSECUTED ARMENIANS 
HORRIBLE ATROCITIES 
30,000 STARVING BC September 12, 1916 

7 

38 THE SUFFERING ARMENIANS BC October 5, 1916 7 

39 EXODUS OF ARMENIANS BC October 27, 1916 7 

40 THE GUILDHALL BANQUET 
A DISTINGUISHED GATHERING BC November 11, 1916 

5 

41 PERSECUTED ARMENIANS 
TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS BC November 30, 1916 

7 

42 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
HORRIFYING STORIES MEN, WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN HORRIBLY MUTILATED BC January 2, 1917 

6 
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43 
ATROCITIES ON ARMENIANS 
GERMANY'S NOBLE ALLY 
WIPING OUT A POPULATION BC February 19, 1917 

7 

44 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
A TERRIBLE PICTURE BC June 22, 1917 

7 

45 MASSACRES IN ARMENIA 
RUSSIAN NOTE TO BERLIN BC April 15, 1918 

8 

46 
MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
CHILDREN DIE OF HUNGER TWO 
THOUSAND WOMEN BURNED TO DEATH 
PERPETRATING A FINAL MASSACRE BC January 6, 1919 

7 

47 REPORTED ARRESTS BC January 27, 1919 8 

48 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
BRINGING OFFENDERS TO BOOK BC February 25, 1919 

7 

49 AN ARMENIAN APPEAL BC March 31, 1919 7 

50 STARVING ARMENIANS 
DYING IN TENS OF THOUSANDS BC April 25, 1919 

7 

51 AMERICAN INTERFERENCE 
FRENCH IRRITATION CAUSED BC August 29, 1919 

7 

52 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS BC February 19, 1920 7 

53 GRAVE ARMENIAN SITUATION BC February 27, 1920 5 

54 FUTURE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
NAVAL AND MILITARY OCCUPATION BC March 10, 1920 

7 

55 ARMENIAN MASSACRES BC March 11, 1920 7 

56 KING OF SYRIA BC April 1, 1920 7 

57 PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS BC September 8, 1920 7 

58 THREAT TO ARMENIANS 
GEORGIAN STATE ENDANGERED BC November 22, 1920 

7 

59 OUTRAGES ON ARMENIANS 
APPALLING EVIDENCE BC June 6, 1921 

7 

60 CRIME REVENGED 
REVELATIONS AT COURT MARTIAL BC October 11, 1921 

7 

61 BERLIN MURDERS 
FIFTEEN ARMENIANS ARRESTED BC April 20, 1922 

7 

62 (1) CHRISTIANS TERRIFIED 
(2) ANTI CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT  BC August 14, 1922 

5 

63 CHRISTIANS TERRIFIED  BC September 14, 1922 5 

64 EXECUTIONS INCREASING BC September 15, 1922 5 

65 
A TERRIBLE FIRE 
OUTBREAK IN SMYRNA 
ONE THOUSAND DEAD BC September 16, 1922 

7 

66 
(1) RELIEF FOR REFUGEES 
(2) DAMAGE IN SMYRNA 
MISSING AMERICANS BC September 18, 1922 

7 

67 WHY THE EMPIRE STANDS READY BC September 19, 1922 6 

68 
TERRIBLE SCENES 
SITUATION IN SMYRNA-TALES OF 
REFUGEES BC September 19, 1922 

7 
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69 
(1) CHRISTIANS FLEEING 
EXODUS FROM CONSTANTINOPLE 
(2) HELP FOR REFUGEES 
LEAGUE NATION'S ACTION BC September 21, 1922 

5 

70 
(1) ORDERED TO QUIT 
REFUGEES IN SMYRNA 
(2) APPEAL FOR SECOUR BC September 27, 1922 

5 

71 SMYRNA REFUGEES BC September 28, 1922 5 

72 AN ASSASSINATION SEQUEL BC September 29, 1922 5 

73 SMYRNA REFUGEES BC October 3, 1922  

74 RELIEVING DESTRESS BC October 5, 1922 4 

75 EVACUATION OF SMYRNA  BC October 6, 1922 6 

76 THE NEAR EAST  BC October 9, 1922 6 

77 HELPING REFUGEES BC October 12, 1922 7 

78 
CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
HARROWING DETAILS-IN A PITIABLE 
PLIGHT BC October 14, 1922 

7 

79 REFUGEES FROM ANATOLIA BC October 16, 1922 5 

80 
THE NEAR EAST - GRAVE SITUATION 
CONSTANTINOPLE STREETS UNSAFE 
CHRISTIAN POPULATION IN FILGHT  BC November 14, 1922 

5 

81 
A GREAT TREK 
REFUGEES FROM ANATOLIA 
HARROWING SCENES IN THE STREETS   BC November 15, 1922 

5 

82 A GREAT TREK - CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
FLIGHT FROM ANATOLIA BC November 30, 1922 

5 

83 AMERICAN PROTESTS 
THE CHRISTIAN EXODUS BC December 4, 1922 

7 

84 IMMIGRATION - AMERICAN SCHEME 
100,000 ARMENINS BC January 11, 1923 

 

85 
ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 
SENATE'S DECISION BC January 15, 1923 

 

86 CHRISTIANS EXECUTED BC January 16, 1923  

87 CHRISTIANS EXECUTED BC January 18, 1923 5 

88 ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
MIGRATION PROPOSAL DEFEATED BC January 25, 1923 

 

89 FLEEING ARMENIANS 
AMERICAN LEGISLATOR'S PROPOSAL BC February 1, 1923 

5 

90 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
TO BE ADMITTED TO THE UNITED STATES BC February 7, 1923 
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4.4 The Mercury 
 

 
THE MERCURY  1915 – 1923 

TITLES WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH”  
  

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE

1 KURDISH OUTRAGES 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA MCY December 26, 1914 

 

2 ANTI-CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT                         
MURDER OF GREEKS IN ASIA MINOR MCY January 11, 1915 

5 

3 
THE TRIUMPH OF THE ALLIES 
THE PORTE MADDENED 
MASSACRES IN ARMENIA MCY May 25, 1915 

5 

4 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES MCY September 10, 1915 

5 

5 THE ARMENIANS 
REPRESANTATIONS BY BULGARIA MCY September 13, 1915 

5 

6 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
APPEAL TO PEOPLE OF AMERICA MCY September 22, 1915 

5 

7 DISASTER AVERTED 
RESCUE BY FRENCH CRUISERS MCY September 23, 1915 

5 

8 THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
DESTROYING THE NATION MCY September 24, 1915 

5 

9 THE CONDITIONS AT CONSTANTINOPLE 
SALE OF ARMENIAN SLAVES MCY September 25, 1915 

5 

10 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS SLAIN 
APPEAL TO AMERICA MCY September 27, 1915 

5 

11 EXTERMINATING CHRISTIANS MCY September 28, 1915 4 

12 
MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
AWFUL TALES OF CRUELTY 
THOUSANDS KILLED AND DEPORTED MCY September 28, 1915 

5 

13 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
A GERMAN DENIAL MCY September 29, 1915 

5 

14 EDITORIAL MCY September 29, 1915 4 

15 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
ENCOURAGED BY THE GERMANS 
STREETS RUN WITH BLOOD MCY October 1, 1915 

5 

16 THE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
GENEROUS AMERICAN OFFER MCY October 4, 1915 

6 

17 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES MCY October 8, 1915 4 

18 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
THE WORK OF EXTERMINATION 
800,000 PEOPLE MASSACRED MCY October 8, 1915 

5 

19 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
GREAT INDIGNATION IN DENMARK 
APPEAL TO AMERICA MCY October 11, 1915 

6 

20 THE WORST WORLD HAS SEEN 
GERMAN CULPABILITY MCY October 11, 1915 

6 



 

 

 

352

21 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
NOTHING MORE HORRIBLE 
GERMAN CULPABILITY MCY October 12, 1915 

5 

22 QUESTION IN THE COMMONS 
SIR EDWARD GREY'S STATEMENT MCY October 14, 1915 

5 

23 
THE SLAUGHTER RESUMED 
RESULT OF BULGARIAN ENTRY INTO THE 
WAR MCY October 14, 1915 

5 

24 ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
THE NEED FOR HELP MCY October 16, 1915 

5 

25 INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 
BELGIUM AND ARMENIA MCY October 18, 1915 

5 

26 AVENGING THE MASSACRES 
ARMENIANS ANXIOUS TO RISE MCY October 20, 1915 

5 

27 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
OVER 1,000,000 EXILED 
THREE-FOURTH MASSACRED MCY October 23, 1915 

5 

28 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS 
WORST REPORTS CONFIRMED MCY October 26, 1915 

5 

29 
THRILLING ARMENIAN ESCAPE 
THEY TAKE TO THE MOUNTAINS 
RESCUE BY FRENCH MCY December 21, 1915 

5 

30 DAY OF INTERCESSION MCY January 4, 1916 5 

31 
MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
THE KILLING RESUMED 
WOMEN AND GIRLS SOLD MCY February 12, 1916 

5 

32 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
THE REPORTED AMERICAN THREAT MCY February 22, 1916 

5 

33 THE FALL OF ERZEROUM 
WHOLESALE MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS MCY March 10, 1916 

5 

34 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
OVER A MILLION VICTIMS MCY April 17, 1916 

5 

35 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
TWO MILLION SLAIN MCY June 23, 1916 

5 

36 THE ARMENIANS 
AN APPEAL IN GERMANY FOR FUNDS MCY July 8, 1916 

8 

37 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
FURTHER SHOCKING REVERLATIONS MCY August 21, 1916 

5 

38 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
APPEAL OF GERMAN TEACHERS MCY August 25, 1916 

5 

39 
THE ARMENIANS 
THEIR TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE PERISHING MCY September 12, 1916 

5 

40 THE ARMENIANS 
RELIEF FROM AMERICA MCY October 6, 1916 

5 

41 THE ARMENIANS 
A SUCCESSFUL EXODUS MCY October 27, 1916 

5 

42 MR ASQUITH (REF) MCY November 11, 1916 7 

43 THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
SHCOCKING REVELATIONS MCY January 2, 1917 

5 

44 FAMINE IN ARMENIA 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN BEING SOLD MCY January 25, 1917 

5 
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45 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
SHOCKING REVELATIONS MCY February 19, 1917 

5 

46 
ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
EXTENT OF MASSACRES AND 
DEPORTATIONS MCY February 27, 1917 

5 

47 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
SURVIVORS DESCRIBE HORRORS 
COLD BLOODED SLAUGHTER MCY June 22, 1917 

5 

48 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
VICTIMS NUMBER 1,500,000 MCY January 6, 1919 

6 

49 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
SUICIDE OF THE INSTIGATOR MCY February 17, 1919 

5 

50 
MASSACRES OF SYRIANS AND 
ARMENIANS 
GERMAN GENERAL TO BE TRIED MCY February 25, 1919 

5 

51 ARAB RISING IN ASIA MINOR 
THE MOVEMENT SUPPRESSED MCY March 18, 1919 

4 

52 PERSECUTION IN ASIA MINOR MCY March 20, 1919 5 

53 STARVING ARMENIANS 
TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE MCY March 31, 1919 

5 

54 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
STATEMENT IN HOUSE OF LORDS MCY February 27, 1920 

5 

55 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
ALLIES TAKE ACTION MCY March 1, 1920 

5 

56 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
REFERENCE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS 
STRONG ACTION MAY BE TAKEN MCY March 8, 1920 

5 

57 PROTECTING THE ARMENIANS 
DRASTIC ACTION BY THE ALLIES MCY March 10, 1920 

5 

58 MILITARY MEASURES TAKEN MCY March 13, 1920 7 

59 DEBATE IN HOUSE OF LORDS 
SPEECH OF LORD BRYCE MCY March 13, 1920 

7 

60 SYRIA 
ARAB ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS MCY May 17, 1920 

4 

61 FALL OF KARS 
THREATENED MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS MCY November 22, 1920 

5 

62 THE CAPTURE OF SMYRNA 
AVANGING MASSACRE BY GREEKS MCY September 14, 1922

5 

63 TROUBLE IN THE BALKANS MCY September 15, 1922 4 

64 AVANGING MASSACE BY GREEKS 
EXECUTION OF ARMENIANS AND GREEKS MCY September 15, 1922 

4? 

65 
SCENES AT SMYRNA - MUTILATED BODIES
IN THE STREETS 
REFUGEES WITHIN BURNING CHURCHES MCY September 19, 1922 

4 

66 PROTECTION FOR ARMENIANS 
BRITISH EMPIRE APPEAL MCY September 25, 1922 

5 

67 PEACE WITH HONOUR? MCY September 27, 1922 6 

68 SMYRNA REFUGEES 
AN APPEAL TO THE NATIONS MCY September 27, 1922 

7 

69 THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
AID FROM ALLIED NATIONS MCY September 28, 1922 

5 
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70 THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
ASSISTANCE FROM CANADA MCY September 30, 1922 

7 

71 THE RULE OF THE NEAR EAST MCY October 3, 1922 4 

72 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA 
177,000 WITHDRAWN FROM THE CITY MCY October 3, 1922 

5 

73 THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
EVACUATION COMPLETED MCY October 6, 1922 

5 

74 HELPLESS REFUGEES MCY October 16, 1922 7 

75 THE SMYRNA REFUGEES 
RELIEF FROM GREAT BRITAIN MCY October 12, 1922 

5 

76 THE NEAR EAST  MCY November 9, 1922 4 

77 
THE FLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS 
ROAD CHOCKED WITH REFUGEES 
HARROWING SCENES MCY November 16, 1922 

5 

78 CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
TERRIBLE LOSS OF LIFE FERED MCY November 30, 1922 

5 

79 THE EVACUATION OF CHRISTIANS 
STORM PROTEST IN AMERICA MCY December 4, 1922 

7 

80 
NOTE FROM THE POPE 
APPEAL FOR PANIC STRICKEN 
CHRISTIANS MCY December 7, 1922 

7 

81 THE REFUGEES 
BRITISH MARINES TO THE RESCUE MCY December 7, 1922 

7 

82 
(1) THE CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
PLIGHT BECOMING MORE HOPELESS 
(2) SUGGESTED SETTLEMENT OVERSEAS MCY December 8, 1922 

7 

83 MIGRATION - THE AMERICAN 
RESTRICTIONS MCY January 11, 1923 7 

84 ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
MIGRATION TO UNITED STATES MCY January 16, 1923 

5 

85 ARMENIAN ORPHANS 
ENTRY INTO AMERICA BANNED MCY January 25, 1923 

5 

86 FLEEING ARMENIANS 
NEW HOMES SOUGHT IN RUSSIA MCY February 1, 1923 

7 

87 AMERICAN IMMIGRATION 
ADMISSION OF ARMENIANS MCY February 7, 1923 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

355

 
4.5 The Register 
 

 
THE REGISTER  1915 – 1923 

TITLES WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH” 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE
1 CHRISTIANS IN TERROR REG December 15, 1914 5 
2 MASSACRES IN ASIA MINOR REG December 26, 1914 9 
3 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS REG January 14, 1915 5 
4 OUTRAGES IN PERSIA REG January 16, 1915 9 
5 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS REG January 30, 1915 9 

6 
HORRORS OF ARMENIA 
PLAIN STREWN WITH CORPSES 
FEARFUL TREATMENT OF WOMEN REG May 1, 1915 

10 

7 ATTACKS ON ARMENIANS REG May 11, 1915 6 
8 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS REG May 12, 1915 7 
9 MASSACRE IN BELGIUM REG May 13, 1915 7 

10 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS REG May 19, 1915 7 
11 ARMENIAN MASSACRES REG May 24, 1915 8 

12 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
THE ALLIES' THREAT  REG May 25, 1915 

8 

13 ARMENIANS EXECUTED REG June 21, 1915 8 

14 CONSTANTINOPLE 
ANARCHY RAMPANT REG July 21, 1915 

9 

15 ARMENIANS BUTCHERED REG July 24, 1915 9 
16 MASSACRES IN ASIA MINOR REG July 30, 1915 9 
17 ARMENIAN MASSACRES REG August 3, 1915 7 
18 DRIVEN TO THE DESERT REG August 5, 1915 7 
19 KAISER AND GREECE REG August 21, 1915 10 
20 ARMENIANS KILLED IN THOUSANDS REG September 10, 1915 7 

21 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
"AFTER ALL, IT'S WAR" REG September 11, 1915 

9 

22 PROTEST AGAINST MASSACRES REG September 22, 1915 8 
23 ARMENIAN MASSACRES REG September 23, 1915 6 

24 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
EXTIRPATING CHRISTIANITY 
SAVED BY FRENCH CRUISERS REG September 23, 1915 

8 

25 UNHAPPY ARMENIANS REG September 24, 1915 5 

26 CHEAP GIRLS 
LIFE IN CONSTANTINOPLE REG September 25, 1915 

9 

27 ARMENIAN SLAUGHTER 
HALF A MILLION VICTIMS REG September 27, 1915 

5 

28 THE WAR REG September 29, 1915 6 
29 AMERICA AND ARMENIANS REG October 4, 1915 7 
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30 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
A FRIGHTFUL TOLL REG October 8, 1915 

5 

31 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
STRONG APPEAL TO AMERICA REG October 11, 1915 

5 

32 TO CHECK THE BARBARITIES REG October 12, 1915 5 

33 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS 
AMERICA UNHEADED REG October 14, 1915 

5 

34 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES REG October 16, 1915 10 
35 ARMENIAN MASSACRES REG October 18, 1915 8 
36 ARMENIANS ARMING REG October 20, 1915 7 
37 "UNDESIRABLE ALIENS" REG October 26, 1915 5 

38 HORROR ON HORROR 
ATROCITIES AGAINST ARMENIANS REG November 29, 1915 

5 

39 WIPING OUT THE ARMENIANS 
MILLION SUPPOSED PERISHED REG December 16, 1915 

5 

40 CHRISTIANS IN DISTRESS 
A THRILLING STORY REG December 21, 1915 

5 

41 DAY OF INTERCESSION REG January 4, 1916 5 
42 DESTRUCTION OF PEASANTRY REG January 17, 1916 5 
43 MURDERING A PEOPLE REG February 12, 1916 8 

44 UNHAPPY ARMENIANS 
WIPING OUT REMNANT REG February 12, 1916 

9 

45 THREAT FROM AMERICA REG February 21, 1916 5 
46 RUSSIANS' BRILLANT SUCCESS REG February 22, 1916 5 
47 SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS REG March 10, 1916 5 
48 MILLION ARMENIANS KILLED REG April 17, 1916 5 
49 LITTLE HUMAN TARGETS REG May 15, 1916 5 
50 ARMENIANS MASSACRED REG May 23, 1916 5 
51 ARMENIANS - TWO MILLIONS KILLED REG June 23, 1916 6 
52 GERMANS AND ARMENIANS REG July 8, 1916 9 
53 DESTROYING A NATION REG July 22, 1916 9 
54 THE WAR REG July 28, 1916 4 
55 ARMENIA - ITS IMPORTANCE TO RUSSIA REG July 28, 1916 7 
56 ARMENIANS DRIVEN TO CANNIBALISM REG August 21, 1916 6 

57 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
EVEN GERMANS SHOCKED REG August 25, 1916 

7 

58 STARVING ARMENIANS REG September 12, 1916 5 

59 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
GERMANY IMPEACHED BY GERMANS REG September 21, 1916 

5 

60 AID FOR THE ARMENIANS REG October 5, 1916 6 
61 ARMENIAN REFUGEES REG October 27, 1916 10 
62 THE GUILDHALL SPEECHES REG November 11, 1916 8 
63 ARMENIAN REFUGEES DESTITUTE REG November 30, 1916 5 

64 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
60,000 DEAD AT ONE SPOT REG February 19, 1917 

5 

65 MORE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES REG March 6, 1918 6 
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66 ANOTHER ARMENIAN MASSACRE REG March 6, 1918 6 
67 ARMENIANS CRUCIFIED REG March 12, 1918 5 
68 ERZERUM MASSACRE REG April 6, 1918 5 
69 MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS REG April 15, 1918 5 
70 TERRIBLE MASSACRE REG June 10, 1918 5 
71 ARMENIANS SIGNED PEACE REG August 19, 1918 6 
72 PERSIAN CHRISTIANS SLAIN REG October 14, 1918 8 
73 THE CRUMBLING ALLIANCE REG October 31, 1918 4 
74 GERMANY A SANCTURARY REG November 27, 1918 7 
75 THE ARMENIAN HORRORS REG January 6, 1919 8 

76 DEFEAT NOT REALISED 
BELLICOSE INTERIOR FORCES REG January 27, 1919 

6 

77 ARMENIAN PERSECUTOR'S FATE REG February 17, 1919 5 
78 RINGING MURDERERS TO TRIAL REG February 25, 1919 5 
79 ARMENIANS PERSECUTED REG March 20, 1919 8 
80 ARMENIANS AT DEATH'S DOOR REG March 31, 1919 6 
81 ARMENIANS BEING STARVED REG April 25, 1919 8 
82 EUROPE'S SICK MAN REG February 19, 1920 6 
83 MORE ARMENIANS MASSACRED REG February 19, 1920 7 
84 ARMENIAN MASSACRES REG February 27, 1920 7 
85 PEACE CONFERENCE AND ARMENIA REG March 1, 1920 6 
86 DEBATE IN HOUSE OF LORDS REG March 13, 1920 10 

87 THE PEACE OF ASIA 
VAST AND COMPLEX PROBLEMS REG March 15, 1920 

7 

88 GEORGIAN REPUBLIC IMPERILLED REG November 22, 1920 7 

89 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
TERRIBLE STORIES REVIVED REG June 6, 1921 

7 

90 EASTERN EMBROILMENTS REG September 14, 1922 10 
91 EXECUTIONS IN SMYRNA REG September 15, 1922 11 

92 
GRAVE NEAR EASTERN CRISIS 
(1) MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS 
(2) ARROGANT ARMISTICE TERMS REG September 18, 1922 

7 

93 BRITAIN AND THE EASTERN QUESTION REG September 19, 1922 6 

94 SMYRNA'S TRAGEDY 
SCENES "BEGGAR DESCRIPTION" REG September 19, 1922 

7 

95 AUSTRALIA AND THE NEAR EAST CRISIS REG September 20, 1922 8 

96 CHRISTIANS AS PRISONERS REG September 22, 1922 7 

97 MURDER OF ARMENIANS 
AN APPEAL FOR HELP REG September 25, 1922 

7 

98 THE EUROPEAN IMBROGLIO REG September 28, 1922 6 
99 ARMENIAN AVENGERS REG September 29, 1922 7 

100 (1) THE FLIGHT FROM SMYRNA 
(2) EFFORTS TO END OUTRAGES REG October 3, 1922 

7 

101 CHRISTIANS ARRESTED PROTEST BY ALLIES REG October 11, 1922 7 
102 FEEDING SMYRNA REFUGEES REG October 12, 1922 7 
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103 PLIGHT OF CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
NEARLY A MILLION DESTITUTE REG October 14, 1922 

9 

104 MR LLOYD GEORGE'S DEFENCE REG October 16, 1922 6 

105 INHERITANCE OF TROUBLE 
MR LLOYD GEORGE'S DEFENCE REG October 16, 1922 

7 

106 ANATOLIAN FLIGHT 
TERRORS OF THE TREK REG November 15, 1922 

10 

107 
"WILL SHOCK THE WORLD" 
GREAT TREK OF CHRISTIANS  
THOUSANDS MAY PERISH REG November 30, 1922 

7 

108 
(1) "IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY" 
POPE AND CHRISTIANS  
(2) DETERMINED ACTION TAKEN REG December 7, 1922 

9 

109 ARMENIAN IMMIGRANTS 
A UNITED STATES BILL REG January 11, 1923 

7 

110 ARMENIANS FOR AMERICA REG January 15, 1923 8 
111 CHRISTIAN ESCAPEES EXECUTED REG January 18, 1923 8 

112 GENERAL CABLES 
UNITED STATES AND ARMENIAN MIGRANTS REG January 25, 1923 

7 

113 FLEEING ARMENIANS 
MOTION FOR AMERICAN HELP (MAP) REG February 1, 1923 

7 

114 AMERICAN IMMIGRATION 
ADMISSION OF ARMENIANS REG February 7, 1923 

8 

115 SMYRNA REFUGEES 
LABOUR DISAPPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE REG February 28, 1923 

9 

116 INFERNO OF THE EAST 
WHAT A BISHOP SAW - A MOVING STORY REG March 15, 1923 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

359

4.6 The Sydney Morning Herald 
 

 
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD  1915 – 1923 

TITLES  WITHOUT THE WORD “TURK” OR “TURKISH” 
   

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE NEWSPAPER DATE PAGE
1 KURDISH OUTRAGES SMH December 26, 1914 5 

2 NOT A HOLY WAR 
CHRISTIAN AGAINST CHRISTIAN  SMH January 12, 1915 9 

3 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED  SMH January 23, 1915 9 

4 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
KURDISH SHEIKH JOINS RUSSIA SMH January 30, 1915 15 

5 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED SMH March 23, 1915 9 
6 SYRIA - APPALLING SITUATION SMH August 2, 1916 11 
7 ARMENIAN MASSACRES SMH August 3, 1915 7 
8 ADVANCE OF PEACE SMH August 5, 1915 7 
9 BALKAN SITUATION SMH August 21, 1915 13 

10 SEA OF MARMORA 
RAILWAY BRIDGE DESTROYED SMH September 6, 1915 

9 

11 MISCELLANOUS ITEMS SMH September 10, 1915 7 
12 ARMENIANS MASSACRED  SMH September 11, 1915 17 
13 THE BALKANS - BULGARIA'S ATTITUDE SMH September 13, 1915 9 

14 REIGN OF TERROR IN ARMENIA 
9000 WOMEN AND CHILDREN SHOT SMH September 18, 1915 

10 

15 ARMENIAN MASSACRES SMH September 22, 1915 11 

16 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) LORD BRYCE'S APPEAL 
(2) RESCUED BY FRENCH SMH September 23, 1915 

9 

17 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
DESTROYING A NATION SMH September 24, 1915 

9 

18 THE ARMENIANS 
DREADFUL MASSACRES SMH September 27, 1915 

9 

19 ARMENIAN ATROCITIES SMH October 1, 1915 9 
20 THE ARMENIANS - UNITED STATES OFFER SMH October 4, 1915 7 

21 ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
UNITED STATES ACTION SMH October 6, 1915 

11 

22 

ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) PROTEST FROM DENMARK 
(2) WHAT HAS GERMANY DONE? 
(3) MR BALFOUR'S SUGGESTION 
(4) INDIGNATION IN AMERICA SMH October 11, 1915 

9 

23 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
(1) HORROR AND INDIGNATION 
(2) PROTEST FROM THE POPE SMH October 14, 1915 

9 

24 THE ARMENIANS - TO FIGHT WITH ALLIES SMH October 20, 1915 11 
25 ARMENIAN MASSACRES SMH October 16, 1915 17 

26 
WORST IN HISTORY 
 INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 
BELGIUM AND ARMENIA SMH October 18, 1915 

9 

27 ARMENIANS - OVER A MILLION EXILED SMH October 23, 1915 17 
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28 ARMENIAN'S PLIGHT 
TYPHUS STRICKEN REFUGEES SMH December 13, 1915 

9 

29 THE ARMENIANS - AWFUL SUFFERINGS SMH December 16, 1915 9 

30 DAY OF INTERCESSION - CHURCH 
SERVICES SMH January 4, 1916 9 

31 THE ARMENIANS - WHOLESALE MASSACRE SMH January 17, 1916 9 

32 THE ARMENIANS 
MASSACRES RECOMMENCED SMH February 12, 1916 

17 

33 THE RUSSIAN SUCCESS (EDITORIAL) SMH February 18, 1916 6 

34 
ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
 (1) AMERICAN ATTITUDE 
(2) KEY TO ARMENIA SMH February 22, 1916 

7 

35 ARMENIANS MASSACRED  SMH March 10, 1916 9 
36 ARMENIANS  - A MILLION MURDERED SMH April 17, 1916 9 
37 ARMENIANS - WHOLESALE MASSACRES SMH June 23, 1916 7 

38 THE ARMENIANS 
GERMAN PROFESSORS' APPEAL SMH July 8, 1916 

14 

39 EDITORIAL - THE RUSSIANS IN ASIA SMH July 18, 1916 8 

40 
THE ARMENIANS 
DETAILS OF MASSACRES 
DIRECTED BY GERMANS SMH July 22, 1916 

13 

41 GERMAN COMPLICITY IN ARMENIAN 
MASSACRES SMH July 22, 1916 

14 

42 EDITORIAL - THE RUSSIAN ADVANCE SMH July 28, 1916 6 

43 THE ARMENIANS 
HORRIBLE SUFFERINGS SMH August 21, 1916 

7 

44 ARMENIAN HORRORS - 30,000 STARVING 
MISSIONARY'S DESCRIPTION SMH September 12, 1916 

7 

45 TO AID ARMENIANS SMH October 5, 1916 7 
46 ARMENIANS ESCAPE SMH October 27, 1916 8 
47 MASSACRE OF ARMENIANS SMH November 11, 1916 13 

48 ARMENIAN HORRORS 
SYSTEMATIC MASSACRE SMH January 2, 1917 

7 

49 FAMINE IN ARMENIA SMH January 25, 1917 9 
50 ARMENIAN MASSACRES SMH February 27, 1917 7 
51 PALESTINE JEWS PERSECUTED SMH May 9, 1917 11 
52 MASSACRE OF JEWS  SMH May 18, 1917 7 
53 REPORTED MASSACRE SMH March 5, 1918 7 
54 ARMENIANS MASSACRED  SMH March 12, 1918 7 
55 ARMENIA SMH April 6, 1918 13 
56 CHRISTIANS MASSACRED SMH September 2, 1918 7 
57 AMERICAN OFFICIAL NEWS) SMH September 13, 1918 7 
58 ARMENIA'S PLIGHT SMH March 31, 1919 9 
59 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH August 30, 1919 17 

60 THE ARMENIANS 
DESTRUCTION THREATENED SMH February 19, 1920 

7 

61 ARMENIA - ALLIES TAKING MEASURES SMH March 1, 1920 7 
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62 MILLION PERISH 
WHAT ARMENIA SUFFERED SMH June 6, 1921 

7 

63 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH December 8, 1921 9 
64 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH April 20, 1922 9 
65 A TRAGEDY SMH August 12, 1922 12 
66 FEAR OF MASSACRES SMH September 12, 1922 9 
67 A DISTURBING OUTLOOK  SMH September 13, 1922 10 
68 CHRISTIANS IN DANGER SMH September 13, 1922 11 
69 OCCUPATION OF SMYRNA SMH September 14, 1922 7 
70 GREAT FIRE IN SMYRNA SMH September 16, 1922 13 
71 SMYRNA ABLAZE - STORIES OF MASSACRE SMH September 18, 1922 9 

72 PLIGHT OF SMYRNA  
 OUTBREAK OF PLAGUE SMH September 19, 1922 9 

73 RUSSIAN REFUGEES SMH September 21, 1922 9 
74 REFUGEES SMH September 22, 1922 9 
75 SECOND BLUNDER OF THE WAR SMH September 23, 1922 13 
76 CHURCHES'S APPEAL SMH September 25, 1922 9 
77 SMYRNA REFUGEES SMH September 26, 1922 9 
78 SMYRNA REFUGEES SMH September 28, 1922 9 
79 REFUGEES FROM SMYRNA SMH October 3, 1922 7 
80 AMERICA AND THE NEAR EAST SMH October 4, 1922 12 

81 LATE CABLE NEWS 
EUROPE'S DANGER POINT SMH October 5, 1922 

9 

82 A CORRESPONDENT'S REPORT  SMH October 11, 1922 13 

83 
LATE CABLE NEWS 
FLIGHT FROM ASIA MINOR 
TERRIBLE SCENES  SMH November 15, 1922 

13 

84 THE NEAR EAST - GRAVE SITUATION  SMH November 14, 1922 9 
85 TREK FROM ANATOLIA  SMH November 30, 1922 9 
86 VATICAN'S APPEAL SMH December 7, 1922 9 
87 PLIGHT OF REFUGEES  SMH December 8, 1922 9 
88 LAUSANNE CONFERENCE SMH December 20, 1922 10 

89 RUSSIA - TWELVE MILLION MAY PERISH 
DR SMITH'S LECTURE SMH December 21, 1922 

10 

90 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH January 11, 1923 9 
91 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH January 15, 1923 9 

92 THE NEAR EAST 
EXECUTIONS REPORTED    SMH January 18, 1923 

9 

93 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH January 25, 1923 9 
94 GENERAL CABLE NEWS SMH February 1, 1923 9 

95 UNITED STATES 
JAPANESE AND CHINESE EXCLUDED SMH February 7, 1923 

13 

96 THE ARMENIANS 
EXPELLED FROM HOMES SMH August 18, 1923 

13 
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5. Titles of articles on the extermination of Greeks  
 
 
This section includes titles of articles on the genocide of Greeks. This is not a complete list; I 
have not double-checked the articles and cross-referenced with the other newspapers to 
complete the list.  
 
The symbol (CH) in a cell indicates that the article refers to Christians. There are a number of 
articles referring to Christians being deported from Anatolia or Asia Minor in 1922 and 
probably refer to the deportations of Greeks from those regions. It might have included also 
some Armenians but the absolute majority were Greeks and I placed these articles in the 
Greek list. 
 
Other articles on the extermination of Greeks are included in the Armenian list with the 
symbol (G). 
 
 
 

•  AGE 
•  ARG 
•  BC 
•  MCY 
•  REG 
•  SMH 
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5.1 The Age 
 

 
THE AGE  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 
1 TURKS PERSECUTE GREEKS   January 11, 1915 7 

2 THREE HUNDRED GREEKS KILLED   May 21, 1915 7 

3 STATE OF TERROR AT SMYRNA   (G)   September 9, 1915 9 

4 GREEKS IN ASIA MINOR 
 HOW THEY WERE EXPELLED   November 8, 1915 7 

5 TURKISH PERSECUTION OF GREEKS   August 18, 1916 5 

6 RUSSIANS AND TURKS                                      
TURKISH ILL-TREATMENT OF GREEKS   August 22, 1916 5 

7 TURKS MASSACRE GREEKS   October 4, 1916 9 
8 GREEKS MURDERED BY TURKS   March 27, 1919 7 
9 TURKS MURDER GREEKS   July 1, 1919 5 

10 TURKS MURDER GREEKS 
RISING AGAINST CHRISTIANS FEARED LONDON March 16, 1920 7 

11 MASSACRE OF GREEKS 
ATROCITY IN A BLACK SEA PORT LONDON June 6, 1921 5 

12 A TURKISH REIGN OF TERROR 
GREEKS ROUNDED UP AND KILLED   

August 6, 1921 13 

13 TURKISH CRUELTY 
THOUSANDS OF GREEKS BURNT ALIVE   

August 20, 1921 11 

14 MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS 
PATRIARCH APPEALS TO BRITAIN  (CH) LONDON 

June 15, 1922 9 

15 MASSACRES IN TURKEY 
JOINT COMMISSION OF INQUIRY   (G)    

June 16, 1922 9 

16 TURKISH SAVAGERY 
FURTHER SHOCKING STORIES   (G)   

August 18, 1922 9 

17 CHRISTIANS IN THRACE NEW YORK December 4, 1922 9 

18 REFUGEES IN GREECE 
RELIEF WORK UNDERTAKEN   

December 4, 1922 10 

19 
A BLACK SEA INFERNO 
(1) HOW TURKEY TREATS GREEK REFUGEES  
(G)   

March 5, 1923 9 

20 

(1) PRISONERS IN TURKEY 
MANY GREEKS DISAPPEAR 
(2) SYSTEMATIC INCENDIARISM IN 
CONSTANTINOPLE   

July 17, 1923 9 
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5.2 The Argus 
 

 
THE ARGUS  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 

1 CRUSHING THE GREEKS 
WANTON MURDERS BY TURKS   January 11, 1915 9 

2 PERSECUTED GREEKS 
TURKS IMPRISON THOUSANDS   July 16, 1915 7 

3 PERSECUTION OF GREEKS 
DENIED BY THE TURKS  July 24, 1915 17 

4 TERROR  AT SMYRNA 
GREEK POPULATION'S PERIL   September 9, 1915 7 

5 TURKISH OUTRAGES  July 11, 1916 5 

6 
THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK 
ATROCITIES IN ARMENIA 
PITIABLE PLIGHT OF GREEKS   (G)  

  August 22, 1916 7 

7 TURKS AND GREEKS 
OTTOMANS MURDER PEASANTS   

July 1, 1919 5 

8 TURKS ILL-TREAT GREEKS  September 25, 1919 7 

9 (1) TURKISH DEPORTATIONS 
(2) HOMELESS AND DESTITUTE   October 14, 1922 

25 

10 
TURKS STILL MILITANT 
POPULATION UNEASY 
MANY GREEKS ARRESTED LONDON November 14, 1922 

9 

11 FLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
 HARROWING SCENES  November 15, 1922 11 

12 FLIGHT FROM ANATOLIA  30-Nov-1922 9 

13 PLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
ANGORA GOVERNMENTS INHUMANITY  8-Dec-1922 

11 
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5.3 The Brisbane Courier 
 

 
THE BRISBANE COURIER  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE
1 EXPULSION OF GREEKS ATHENS January 11, 1915 7 

2 GREEKS IN TURKEY 
PERSECUTING SPREADING ATHENS July 16, 1915 

7 

3 
GREEKS IN TURKEY 
ALLEGED PERSECUTION 
DENIED ATHENS July 24, 1915 

5 

4 
GREEKS IN TURKEY 
A GREEK NAVAL 
DEMONSTRATION ROME July 26, 1915 

7 

5 

TERROR REIGNED AT 
SMYRNA 
CHRISTIANS FORCIBLY 
REMOVED 
EXTERMINATING THE GREEKS CATANIA September 9, 1915 

7 

6 TURKISH EXCESSES AT 
SMYRNA ATHENS July 11, 1916 7 

7 MASSACRE OF GREEKS ATHENS June 6, 1921 7 

8 

TURKISH HORRORS* 
INTERIOR MASSACRES 
STATEMENT OF PATRIARCH   
(CH) LONDON June 15, 1922 

5 

9 
TURKISH MASSACRES* 
APPOINTMENT OF 
COMMISSION   (G) LONDON June 16, 1922 

7 

10 

TURKISH HORRORS* 
ATROCITIES IN ANATOLIA 
ORPHANAGE WORKER'S 
STATEMENT (G) LONDON August 18, 1922 

7 

11 
THE NEAR EAST 
CHRISTIANS LEAVING 
THRACE CONSTANTINOPLE October 19, 1922 

5 

12 
CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
ASIA MINOR AND THRACE 
A RELIEF FUND   October 21, 1922 

8 

13 CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
THE RELIEF FUND   October 23, 1922 

15 

14 CHRISTIAN REFUGEES FUND   October 24, 1922 4 
15 CHRISTIAN REFUGEES' FUND   October 25, 1922 8 

16 CHRISTIAN REFUGEE RELIEF 
FUND   October 27, 1922 4 

17 CHRISTIAN REFUGEE RELIEF 
FUND   November 7, 1922 6 

18 

GREEK REFUGEES 
WORK OF RELIEF 
FEDERATION 
ONE MILLION HOLELESS LONDON November 20, 1922 

7 

19 "AN INFERNO" - GREEK 
REFUGEES' PLIGHT LONDON March 5, 1923 

6 
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A CORRESPONDENT'S STORY  

5.4 The Mercury 
 

 
THE MERCURY  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 
1 PERSECUTION OF GREEKS ATHENS July 16, 1915 5 

2 TREATMENT OF GREEKS 
ALLEGED ASSISTING OF ALLIES ATHENS July 24, 1915 

5 

3 TURKEY AND GREECE 
PROTEST OF THE GREEKS ROME July 26, 1915 

6 

4 TURKISH EXCESSES IN ASIA MINOR 
MURDER OF GREEKS   March 27, 1919 

5 

5 TURKISH BARBARITIES 
MURDER OF GREEK INHABITANTS LONDON March 16, 1920 

5 

6 THE EVACUATION OF CHRISTIANS 
STORM PROTEST IN AMERICA   (CH) NEW YORK December 4, 1922 

7 

7 

(1) THE CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 
PLIGHT BECOMING MORE HOPELESS 
(2) SUGGESTED SETTLEMENT 
OVERSEAS LONDON December 8, 1922 

7 

8 
FAMINE IN GREECE 
MILLION PENNILESS REFUGEES 
APPEAL FOR HELP   January 15, 1923 

5 

9 
GREEK REFUGEES 
SHOCKING TREATMENT BY TURKS 
NO SHELTER AND LITTLE FOOD LONDON March 5, 1923 

7 
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5.5 The Register 
 

 
THE REGISTER  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE
1 MASSACRE OF GREEKS ATHENS January 11, 1915 5 
2 MASSACRE THREATENED LONDON January 12, 1915 5 
3 A TURKISH MASSACRE ATHENS March 23, 1915 7 
4 REPORTED MASSACRE ROME March 25, 1915 7 
5 SMYRNA'S SAD PLIGHT PARIS April 19, 1915 7 
6 GREEKS IN TURKEY ATHENS July 24, 1915 9 
7 THE WAR FRONTS EDITORIAL August 21, 1916 4 
8 PERSECUTION OF GREEKS ATHENS August 22, 1916 5 
9 TURKISH MASSACRE REPORTED LONDON October 4, 1916 7 

10 MORE DEBITS TO TURKEY* NEW YORK September 2, 1918 5 
11 THE CRUMBLING ALLIANCE EDITORIAL October 11, 1918 4 

12 THE BARBAROUS TURK 
ARMENIAN HORRORS    (G) LONDON August 18, 1922 

7 

13 
ANGORA ATROCITIES 
THE KHARPUT MARTYRDOM   
(G)   September 14, 1922 

11 

14 
FEROCIOUS TURKS - SMYRNA 
DESPOILED 
WHOLESALE MASSACRES   (G) ATHENS September 16, 1922 

10 

15 DEPORTING THE CHRISTIANS   
(G) ATHENS October 14, 1922 9 

16 TURKISH SITUATION 
STILL VERY GRAVE PARIS November 14, 1922 

7 

17 HELP FOR THRACIAN 
CHRISTIANS NEW YORK December 4, 1922 9 

18 BLACH SEA INFERNO 
PLIGHT OF REFUGEES LONDON March 5, 1923 

7 

19 ASIA MINOR REFUGEES 
A HUNDRED DEATHS DAILY CONSTANTINOPLE March 6, 1923 

9 

20 
SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA   March 13, 1923 

6 

21 
REFUGEE'S RELIEF PROBLEM 
PERMANENT SOLUTION 
REQUIRED WASHINGTON April 4, 1923 

7 

22 
THE TERROR OF PONTOS 
SLAIN AS RESULT OF QUARREL
NEMESIS ON MURDER CONSTANTINOPLE April 5, 1923 

8 
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5.6 The Sydney Morning Herald 
 

 
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD  1915 – 1923 

TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE GREEK GENOCIDE 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 
1 GREEKS PERSECUTED   January 11, 1915 7 

2 TURKISH OUTBREAKS - GREEKS 
MASSACRED   April 22, 1916 13 

3 TURKISH FREEBOOTERS PARIS July 1, 1919 9 

4 THE TURKS - ROB AND MURDER 
GREEKS   March 16, 1920 7 

5 TURKEY TROUBELSOME 
MASSACRE OF GREEKS LONDON June 6, 1921 

7 

6 FURY OF THE TURK* 
WHOLESALE MASSACRE   (CH) LONDON June 15, 1922 

9 

7 
FURY OF THE TURK* 
CRUEL TREATMENT OF GREEKS   
(G) LONDON August 18, 1922 

9 

8 HELP FOR GREECE 
MEETING IN SYDNEY   (RFG)   September 25, 1922 

9 

9 TREK FORM ANATOLIA LONDON November 30, 1922 9 

10 CHRISTIANS IN THRACE 
FEELING IN AMERICA   (CH) NEW YORK December 4, 1922 

9 

11 
TURKISH METHODS - APPALLING 
STORY 
EXPELLING GREEKS LONDON February 15, 1923 

9 

12 GREEK IMMIGRANTS - EYES ON 
AUSTRALIA   February 27, 1923 8 

13 GREEK REFUGEES - BLACK SEA 
INFERNO   March 5, 1923 9 

14 REFUGEES - RAVAGES OF DISEASE LONDON March 6, 1923 9 

15 CARE OF REFUGEES 
 NOTE FROM AMERICA WASHINGTON April 4, 1923 13 
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6. Chronology of the Armenian Genocide as reported in the 
Australian press. Only articles were selected that appeared in 
more than one newspaper on any day. 
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NO Date Description Source Newspapers 

1 15-Dec-1914 
Reports from Petrograd indicates that the position of 
20,000 Armenians in Erzerum is terrible. Armenians and 
Greeks have been executed without trial. 

Petrograd AGE, ARG, MCY  

2 26-Dec-1914 Kurds massacring Armenians in the province of Van. Petrograd AGE, MCY 

3 31-Dec-1914 Atrocities of Turkish troops against inoffensive 
civilians. Petrograd AGE, ARG, MCY  

4 15-Jan-1915 
Massacre of Armenians between Lake Van and Lake 
Urmiah, Alashgerd valley and in Azerbaijan in Persia.  Petrograd ARG, MCY, 

5 30-Jan-1915 
A Kurdish chief joins the Russians and confirms that 
almost all Armenians have been massacred in Alashgerd 
valley. 

Petrograd BC, MCY, SMH, REG,

6 24-Feb-1915 
Massacres in Ardanush. 

Petrograd AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH,  

7 11-May-1915 
Self-defence of the city of Van, massacres elsewhere. 

N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG. 

8 12-May-1915 
Massacres in Urmiah, Salmas, Gulpashan in Persia. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,   

9 19-May-1915 
Further massacres in Urmiah and Van. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,  

10 24-May-1915 Massacres of Armenians.   AGE, ARG, BC, REG. 

11 25-May-1915 
Britain, France and Russia announce that they will hold 
the Ottoman Government responsible for the massacres 
of Armenians. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,   

12 21-Jun-1915 
Hanging of 20 Social Democrats (Henchak Party). Frankfurter 

Zeitung 
AGE, ARG, BC,  MCY, 

REG. 

13 21-Jul-1915 
Anarchy in Constantinople. Persecution of Armenians 
and foreigners. Rome BC, MCY, REG, 

14 24-Jul-1915 
Massacres in Bitlis and surrounding areas. 9000 women 
and children killed. 100 had their throats cut. Diarbekir 
Armenians massacred. 

Petrograd ARG, BC, MCY, REG,

15 30-Jul-1915 
Debate in the House of Lords about he extermination of 
Armenians. London ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 

SMH,    

16 3-Aug-1915 
Massacres of Armenians and Greeks in Marsovan. 

Athens AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,    

17 5-Aug-1915 
Massacres in Cilicia. Hanging of twenty Armenian 
Social Democrats. Paris AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  

REG. 

18 7-Aug-1915 

Statement of Enver Pasha about the Turkish policy, 
"Turkey for the Turks". Turks are getting rid of the 
Armenians then the turn will come to Greeks, Jews and 
Germans. 

Athens BC, REG, SMH,  

19 21-Aug-1915 
Requiem services held in Bulgaria in memory of 
Armenian victims. Amsterdam ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 

SMH,    

20 6-Sep-1915 Massacre of Armenians and Greeks in Ismid. Athens MCY, REG,  

21 10-Sep-1915 
Armenian refugees reaching Italy state that Turks 
massacred 70,000 Armenians. Rome AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG. 

22 11-Sep-1915 
Massacre of an Armenian village of 2000 homes. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH,    

23 13-Sep-1915 
Armenians in Bulgaria ask the country’s Prime Minister 
to petition the Turkish Government to stop the killings. Sofia ARG, BC, MCY,  
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24 22-Sep-1915 
Viscount Bryce's appeal to the US to stop the slaughter 
of Armenians. Massacres in Trebizond, 10,000 drowned. New York AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG. 

25 23-Sep-1915 
Viscount Bryce's appeal to the US to stop the slaughter 
of Armenians. Massacres in Trebizond, 10,000 drowned. 
Italian Consul's description of the massacres. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH, 

26 24-Sep-1915 
French official communication confirming that Turks 
are destroying the Armenian nation. First report of the 
arrest of Armenian intellectuals in Constantinople. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH,  

27 25-Sep-1915 
Armenians sold as slaves in Constantinople. 

Paris AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, 

28 27-Sep-1915 
The US Government instructs its Ambassador in 
Constantinople to investigate the Armenian massacres. Washington AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,  

29 28-Sep-1915 
Massacres in Kharpert province. Fate of deportees from 
Erzeroum province, Papert. Fate of Armenian soldiers. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,     

30 29-Sep-1915 
The German Ambassador in Washington denies the 
extermination of Armenians as "pure invention". N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,   

31 1-Oct-1915 
Some German Consuls are encouraging the massacre of 
Armenians and Talaat is the instigator of atrocities 
against the Armenians. 

Times AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH, 

32 4-Oct-1915 
The US Ambassador to Constantinople suggests to 
Turkish leaders to transport to the US all deported 
Armenians. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, SMH, 
REG,  

33 6-Oct-1915 
The US threatens to review its friendly ties with the 
Ottoman Empire if the massacre of Armenians 
continues. 

Washington AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH, 

34 8-Oct-1915 
Debate in the House of Lords about the extermination of 
Armenians. Reports of 800,000 Armenians "destroyed 
since May. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH, 

35 11-Oct-1915 
Growing indignation in Denmark and the US. 

London, NY AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
SMH, REG,  

36 12-Oct-1915 
Growing indignation in US. Mr Balfour states: "Amid 
all the horrors of the war, nothing is more horrible than 
the treatment of the Armenians by the Turks." 

London, NY AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 

37 14-Oct-1915 
Pope writes to Sultan. The massacres resume with 
vigour after Bulgaria enters the war. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,  

38 16-Oct-1915 
The British Consul in Tiflis reports that the majority of 
Armenians have been killed. N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,  

39 18-Oct-1915 
Lord Bryce speaks about the massacre of Armenians. 

N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, 

40 20-Oct-1915 
Armenians will form volunteer corps to avenge the 
massacres and fight with Allies. N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, 

41 23-Oct-1915 

The Turkish Embassy in Washington accuses Russians 
and Armenians of committing atrocities against the 
Turks. Unofficial reports of 1,000,000 Armenians killed 
or exiled. 

Washington AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH, 

42 26-Oct-1915 
Stories of massacres of Armenians confirmed by an eye 
witness. Refers to the eyewitness account written by 
CEW Bean from Gallipoli. 

N/A AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG. 

43 29-Nov-1915 
Detailed stories of Armenian massacres. The source is 
Lord Bryce's letter to the newspapers.  London ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 

SMH,  
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44 16-Dec-1915 

More atrocities against Armenians. The source is Lord 
Bryce's letter to the Daily Telegraph.  He estimates that 
1,000,000 Armenians have perished already. London  ARG, MCY, REG, 

SMH, 

45 21-Dec-1915 
The rescue of Armenians of Mussa Dagh by the French 
Navy, after a successful resistance against the Turks. London  ARG, BC, MCY,  REG, 

SMH, 

46 4-Jan-1916 
Day of intercession in London, reference to the 
slaughter of Armenians.  London SMH, REG,  

47 17-Jan-1916 

Lord Bryce receives a message from Armenia about the 
massacre of some 1,500 Armenians in Sassoon. They 
had surrendered after trusting the amnesty declared by 
the Governor of Mush. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,      

48 12-Feb-1916 
Swiss newspapers report that the massacre against the 
remaining Armenians had begun. Geneva AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  

REG, SMH,      

49 21-Feb-1916 
American protest to Constantinople against the 
massacres of Armenians. Thousands of Armenians 
massacred by Kurds at Erzerum. 

Washington, 
Petrograd 

AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG,  

50 22-Feb-1916 

Clarification of the previous day’s news that the 
American protest was "unofficial". Russian successful 
advance in Armenia and their efforts to "save the vestige 
of the ancient Armenian civilisation." 

Washington, 
Petrograd 

ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH, 

51 10-Mar-1916 
After the capture of Erzerum Russians find only 16 
Armenians out of a population of 40,000. Petrograd AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 

SMH, 

52 17-Apr-1916 
A Catholic newspaper reports that Turks had murdered 
"upwards of one million Armenians including 100,000 
Catholics and four bishops.” 

Amsterdam AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,      

53 15-May-1916 

Russian Prince Argutinski reports that the population of 
Trebizond was almost entirely Greek. Turks had fled 
and Armenians massacred or drowned. Thousands of 
Armenian children were "hiding in ditches and feeding 
on roots." The bodies of other children were "scattered 
along the roadsides. Many were shot for target practice.”

Petrograd AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH, 

54 23-May-1916 
Details of massacres of Armenians in Trebizond and 
Erzerum. Petrograd AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,  

55 23-Jun-1916 

Dr Henry Barby, writes from Erzerum to the Paris 
"Journal" that out of the 2,500,000 Armenians "at the 
beginning of 1915, 2,000,000 have been massacred by 
order of the Young Turk Government." 

Paris AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 
SMH, 

56 8-Jul-1916 
Appeals for help, from German professors, for the 
benefit of Armenians who had "undergone the most 
frightful catastrophe in the world's history." 

Copenhagen AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG,  

57 19-Jul-1916 
The correspondent of Paris "Journal" reports from 
Armenia about the massacres of Kharpert.  Paris AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH,  

58 22-Jul-1916 
M. Balof, Red Cross Commissioner in Armenia reports 
about the massacre of Armenians in Trebizond and 
surrounding villages. 

Paris AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH,  

59 21-Aug-1916 
Dr Barton from New York reports about the terrible 
condition of Armenians at Meskene. Reports of 
cannibalism. 

New York AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 
SMH, 

60 25-Aug-1916 
Appeal of German teachers, Prof. Graete and Dr 
Niepage from Aleppo, about the terrible condition of 
Armenian deportees and the cruelty of Turkish soldiers. 

London, 
Amsterdam 

ARG, AGE, BC, MCY, 
REG,  
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61 7-Sep-1916 
The situation in Romania creates tensions and panic in 
Constantinople. To create diversion the Government 
orders a "hunt for Armenians". 12 are hanged.  

London REG, SMH 

62 12-Sep-1916 

A Presbyterian missionary reports about the "awful 
sufferings of Armenians in Meskene." Thousands are 
naked and starved. People are eating locusts and dogs 
and fighting for the flesh of dead people. 

New York AGE, ARG, BC, MCY,  
REG, SMH,      

63 21-Sep-1916 
More details of the protest letter of the two German 
teachers from Aleppo. The original report appeared in 
the New York Times. 

New York ARG, MCY, REG, SMH

64 5-Oct-1916 
Campaign launch in Washington to raise 1,000,000 for 
the "suffering Armenians."  Washington BC, REG, SMH 

65 27-Oct-1916 
Mr George Gracey, "member of the American mission 
in Armenia" conducts the "exodus of 25,000 Armenians 
with 6,000 cattle from Lake Van." 

London AGE, BC, MCY, REG,

66 11-Nov-1916 
Mr Asquith, in a speech in the Guildhall, holds Germany 
responsible for the "Turkish massacres of Armenians."  London REG, SMH 

67 30-Nov-1916 

The American Consul in Tiflis describes the condition 
of thousands of Armenian refugees who are arriving in 
Caucasus after hiding in caves and being "hunted by 
Turks like wild animals." 

Washington, 
New York 

AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG,  

68 2-Jan-1917 
Eyewitness account of massacres in Mush. Mutilated 
bodies of women and children in the fields. Murder and 
rape of Armenian women in Trebizond. 

London AGE,ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

69 25-Jan-1917 Famine in Armenia. Petrograd AGE, SMH 

70 19-Feb-1917 
Death of some 60,000 Armenians, from exhaustion, at 
Meskene. Terrible condition of deportees in other 
concentration camps in the Syrian desert. 

Paris AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 

71 27-Feb-1917 
Mr Balfour in a letter states that 1,200,000 Armenians 
have been massacred or deported from the Ottoman 
Empire. 

London AGE, ARG, SMH 

72 22-Jun-1917 
Mr E. Candler, British official press correspondent in 
Mesopotamia, based on survivor eyewitness accounts 
reports about the deportation and massacres. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 

73 6-Mar-1918 
Armenian population of Samsun, including children, 
massacred by Turks. New York AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG 

74 12-Mar-1918 
The remaining population of Trebizond massacred by 
Turks. Many Armenians were burnt to death or 
crucified. 

Petrograd AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

75 21-Mar-1918 
Russian soldiers returning home from the Caucasus have 
brought with them Armenian women slaves. - AGE, ARG 

76 6-Apr-1918 
8000 Armenians massacred at Erzerum. Many women 
were tied to the train line and killed by the passing of the 
train. 

Rome AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 
SMH 

77 15-Apr-1918 
The Russian government protests to the German 
government about the massacre of the Armenian 
population by the hands of the Turks. 

Petrograd AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

78 10-Jun-1918 10,000 Armenians massacred in a fortnight. London AGE, ARG, BC,  MCY, 
REG 

79 19-Aug-1918 
Armenians forced to sign a peace treaty with Turkey to 
avoid extermination. Boston AGE, BC, MCY, REG 
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80 2-Sep-1918 
Turks massacre 15,000 Christians in Persia.  

New York AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG 

81 13-Sep-1918 
Turks massacre Christians in Persia including priests. 

Washington ARG, MCY 

82 4-Nov-1918 
Massacre of 15,000 Armenians in Baku by Turkish 
Tatars (Azeris). London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

83 21-Nov-1918 
Turkey surrenders. Armenian prisoners will be released. 
The massacres were ordered from Constantinople. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG 

84 26-Nov-1918 

Many of the Turkish leaders have escaped to Berlin. The 
new Turkish government have demanded their 
extradition to punish them for the extermination of the 
Armenians. 

Copenhagen AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

85 27-Nov-1918 

A German newspaper reports that Enver Pasha and other 
Turkish ministers will not be extradited unless their 
direct complicity in the extermination of Armenians is 
proved. 

Rotterdam AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
SMH 

86 28-Dec-1918 
Turkish agitators are stirring up the mob to massacre 
Armenians. London AGE, ARG 

87 30-Dec-1918 
Many Armenians murdered, churches robbed and graves 
desecrated. London BC, MCY, SMH 

88 6-Jan-1919 
The victims of the extermination of Armenians number 
1,500,000. Turks withdrawing from Armenia are 
massacring Armenians and stealing their food. 

Paris ARG, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH 

89 27-Jan-1919 
Kiamil Pasha arrested on charge of massacring 
Armenians and Greeks. London AGE, ARG, BC, SMH 

90 10-Feb-1919 

Under pressure from French and English 
representatives, the Turkish government has arrested 50 
members of the Union and Progress party for barbarities 
against the Armenians and Greeks. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

91 17-Feb-1919 
Reshid Bey, the instigator of the massacres at Diarbekir 
escapes from prison but committes suicide. Constantinople AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

92 25-Feb-1919 
General Liman von Sanders will be tried for ordering 
the massacres of Armenians and Syrians. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

93 20-Mar-1919 
Turks have renewed the persecution of Armenians and 
Greeks. London AGE, ARG, BC, REG, 

SMH 

94 31-Mar-1919 
The Armenian delegation at the Peace Conference made 
an urgent appeal for food. Paris AGE, ARG, MCY, REG

95 19-Apr-1919 
Fears that further massacres of Armenians will take 
place in Turkey. London AGE, BC, MCY, SMH 

96 24-Apr-1919 
Young Turk leaders are being tried in their absence on 
charges of deportations, massacres and theft. London AGE, MCY, REG 

97 25-Apr-1919 
Tens of thousands of Armenians are being starved to 
death by Turks, Kurds and Tatars (Azeris). New York AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

98 31-May-1919 
The British government is determined to bring to justice 
the Young Turk leaders. London AGE, ARG, MCY REG

99 29-Aug-1919 
Informal warning to Turkey by Rear-Admiral Bristol 
forbidding the massacre of Armenians. Washington AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 

SMH 

100 30-Aug-1919 
The warning of Bristol was sanctioned by the State 
Department. Washington AGE, ARG, MCY, REG
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101 1-Sep-1919 
Liman von Sanders, prisoner aboard a British warship, 
will be tried for extermination of Armenians. London AGE, ARG, REG 

102 19-Feb-1920 
8000 Armenians massacred in Cilicia. 

Athens AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
REG, SMH 

103 27-Feb-1920 

Allied High Commissioners in Constantinople had not 
received any details of the massacres in Cilicia. The 
French have inflicted heavy losses to Turkish irregulars 
at Marash. 

London AGE, ARG, REG 

104 1-Mar-1920 
At the Peace Conference the massacres of Armenians in 
Cilicia have been discussed. London AGE, ARG, MCY, SMH

105 3-Mar-1920 
5000 Armenians massacred in Cilicia. 

Washington AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 
SMH 

106 8-Mar-1920 
Allied governments are discussing the massacres of 
Armenians. Allies had received very serious news about 
the massacres. 

London AGE, MCY, REG, SMH

107 10-Mar-1920 
The French government had taken measures to prevent 
further massacres. London AGE, MCY, REG, SMH

108 11-Mar-1920 
Turks had massacred 15,000 and not 5,000 Armenians 
as reported.  London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

SMH 

109 12-Mar-1920 
The Turkish Chamber of Deputies had decided to ask 
the US to investigate the Anatolian massacres. London AGE, REG 

110 13-Mar-1920 

The Supreme Council issues a communiqué announcing 
the measures it had taken to insure the protection of 
Armenians.  Lord Bryce in a speech in the House of 
Lords raises the issue of the massacre of Armenians in 
Cilicia. 

London AGE, MCY, REG, SMH

111 15-Mar-1920 
Lord Bryce urges in the House of Lords to send troops 
and warships to Cilicia to stop the massacres of 
Armenians.  

London AGE, MCY, REG, SMH

112 16-Mar-1920 
Turks insult, ill-treat, rob and murder Greeks. Incitement 
to massacre Christians in Constantinople. London ARG, REG 

113 1-Apr-1920 
President Wilson anxious about Armenia's future. 
Armenia should be independent with access to the sea. Washington AGE, BC, SMH 

114 3-May-1920 
Fighting between Armenians and Tartars (Azeris). 400 
Armenians massacred at Marabagh. London AGE, MCY 

115 8-Sep-1920 Massacre of Christians at Kerasund. Athens AGE, ARG, REG 

116 3-Nov-1920 
Massacre of 10,000 Armenians at Hajin. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
SMH 

117 22-Nov-1920 
Turkish army advances in Armenia and threatens to 
massacre the population. Paris AGE, MCY 

118 17-Mar-1921 
Talaat Pasha assassinated by an Armenian in Berlin. 

Berlin AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 
SMH 

119 18-Mar-1921 
Solomon Tehlirian confesses how he was seeking 
revenge, for ten years, for the killing of his relatives.  Berlin AGE, BC, MCY, SMH 

120 6-Jun-1921 
During Solomon Tehlirian's trial, Prof Lepsius and other 
witnesses reveal the horrors of the extermination of 
Armenians. 

London ARG, BC, MCY, SMH 

121 11-Oct-1921 
A British court-martial in Constantinople hears how 
Torlakian, a young Armenian, had assassinated Djivan 
Chir, to avenge the death of his family. 

Constantinople AGE, ARG 
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122 20-Apr-1922 
15 Armenians arrested in Berlin in connection with the 
assassination of Djemal Bey. Berlin AGE, ARG,BC, REG 

123 30-May-1922 
Daily Telegraph publishes the telegrams sent by Talaat 
Pasha to the Turkish officials at Aleppo with orders to 
exterminate the Armenians. 

London AGE, ARG, BC, REG, 
SMH 

124 5-Jun-1922 
United States will join the investigation into Turkish 
atrocities in Anatolia. New York AGE, ARG, BC, REG 

125 15-Jun-1922 
The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople denounces 
the recent massacres of 1200 people at Kavak. London AGE, BC, SMH 

126 16-Jun-1922 
America, British, French and Italian governments 
approve a joint commission to investigate the Turkish 
massacres and the expulsion of Greeks from Turkey. 

London AGE, BC, REG 

127 27-Jul-1922 Assassination of Djemal Pasha, in Tiflis, Georgia. London AGE, BC 

128 18-Aug-1922 
Eyewitness account of an American social worker on 
how Turks massacred Greeks in Anatolia. London AGE, BC, REG, SMH 

129 13-Sep-1922 

Attack on Christians in Constantinople. The Kemalists 
declare that they will not accept responsibility for the 
excesses of Turkish troops against Christians in Asia 
Minor. 

Constantinople MCY, SMH 

130 14-Sep-1922 
Turks kill Armenians and Greeks in Smyrna. Shops in 
the Armenian quarter systematically looted by Turkish 
troops. 

London AGE, ARG, MCY, REG, 
SMH 

131 15-Sep-1922 Execution of Armenians and Greeks in Smyrna. London AGE, BC, MCY, REG 

132 16-Sep-1922 
Turks set fire to the city of Smyrna the loss of life 
estimated at 1000. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

133 18-Sep-1922 
Americans promise initial 2500 dollars for Smyrna. First 
estimates to the damage caused by the fire. Washington AGE, ARG, BC, REG, 

134 19-Sep-1922 
200,000 homeless in Smyrna. Armenian and Greek 
refugees state that mutilated bodies litter the streets. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, 

REG, SMH 

135 20-Sep-1922 Christians flee Constantinople. Relief for refugees. Constantinople AGE, BC, REG,  

136 22-Sep-1922 
Kemalists consider all Christian male refugees between 
the ages of 18-45 prisoners of war and deport them to 
the interior. 

London AGE, BC, REG 

137 25-Sep-1922 
Appeal to Christians and Moslems of the British Empire 
to prevent the killing of all Armenians by Turks. Appeal 
of churches in US and Britain to stop Turkish atrocities.

London AGE, BC, MCY, REG, 
SMH 

138 27-Sep-1922 
Appeal to the League of Nations to help the Smyrna 
refugees. Kemal Pasha orders all refugees to quit 
Smyrna by September 30.  

London AGE, BC, MCY, REG 

139 28-Sep-1922 Allies help evacuate Smyrna refugees. London AGE, BC 

140 29-Sep-1922 
Two Armenians arrested for the assassination of Djemal 
Pasha. Paris AGE, BC 

141 3-Oct-1922 177,000 refugees evacuated from Smyrna. Constantinople AGE, BC, MCY 

142 6-Oct-1922 
Evacuation of Smyrna refugees completed, they 
numbered around 200,000. Athens AGE, MCY 

143 11-Oct-1922 
Turks arrest Christians in the eastern suburbs of 
Constantinople. Committee formed in the US to raise 
funds nationally for the relief of refugees. 

Washington AGE, BC, REG 

144 12-Oct-1922 
A British fund sends trainload of relief to Smyrna 
refugees; 520,000 of them are in Greece, 132,000 in 
Malta, 2,700 in Crete and 15,000 in Cyprus.  

London AGE, BC, MCY 
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145 14-Oct-1922 
The suffering of Christian refugees reaches England. 
Turks are deporting Christian inhabitants of Makri and 
Adalia.  

London AGE, BC, REG, MCY 

146 15-Nov-1922 
Evacuation of thousands of Armenian and Greek 
orphans. Turks prevent the evacuation of the male 
population between the ages of 19-55. 

Athens BC, REG 

147 30-Nov-1922 Over a million Greeks prepare to leave Anatolia. London AGE, BC, MCY 

148 4-Dec-1922 
Strong protest in the US over the evacuation of 
Christians, mainly Greeks, from Anatolia and Thrace. New York AGE, MCY 

149 7-Dec-1922 
The Vatican has notified the Lausanne Conference over 
alarming reports threatening Christians. London AGE, BC, MCY 

150 8-Dec-1922 
The plight of refugees is becoming more hopeless 
because of Turkish intransigence.  London AGE, BC, MCY 

151 11-Jan-1923 Senator Williams introduces a Bill to allow the 
immigration of 100,000 Armenian refugees into the US. Washington AGE, BC, MCY, REG 

152 15-Jan-1923 
US Senate Immigration Committee authorises the 
immediate entry into the US of 2,500 Armenian 
orphans. 

Washington AGE, ARG, BC, REG 

153 18-Jan-1923 
Turks execute 38 Christians who were trying to escape 
from the Black Sea coast. Constantinople AGE, MCY 

154 25-Jan-1923 
House of Representatives Immigration Committee 
rejects the proposal of Senate's Committee to allow the 
immigration to the US of 2,500 Armenian orphans. 

Washington AGE, ARG, BC, MCY 

155 1-Feb-1923 
Congressman Husted, moves a resolution to help 
transport 250,000 Armenians fleeing to Russia with 
25,000,000 dollars.  

Washington AGE, MCY, REG 

156 7-Feb-1923 
US Senate passes a Bill allowing the immigration into 
the US of 25,000 Armenian children. Washington AGE, BC, MCY, REG 

157 18-Aug-1923 
Deportation of 35,000 Armenians from Van and Bitlis 
towards the Armenian border. London AGE, ARG, BC, MCY 
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7. Text of the article written by CEW Bean from Gallipoli that 
appeared in MCY, 21 December 1915 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘7. Text of the article written by CEW Bean from Gallipoli that appeared in MCY, 21 
December 1915’. 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for 
‘8. Text of the article Hard Driven Armenians (ARG, 20 August 1915) 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for 
‘9. Text of the article Suffering Armenia, an Appeal to Churches that appeared in 
ARG, 21 April 1917’



 NOTE: Please see print copy for 
’10. Text of the article In Turkish Hands: A Woman’s Ideal that appeared in REG, 22 
September 1922’ 
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11. Titles of articles of SMH on German atrocities 
 
This section includes titles of articles on German atrocities. While Germans did not commit 
any genocide, reports of German atrocities rival those attributed to Turks who were wiping 
out the Christian indigenous population on their territory and neighbouring countries (Persia 
and Russia). 
 
This is not a complete list; I have not looked specifically to reports of German atrocities, did 
not include editorials and have not cross-referenced the articles with the other five newspapers 
(AGE, ARG, BC, MCY, REG). A thorough research would undoubtedly find many more 
articles.  
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THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD: TITLES OF ARTICLES ON GERMAN 

ATROCITIES 1915 – 1921 
 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE

1 GERMAN OUTRAGES 
TERRIBLE BRUTALITY  August 14, 1914 

9 

2 GERMAN BRUTALITY  - BRUSSELS  August 22, 1914 13 

3 
GERMAN BRUTALITY 
TERRIBLE STORIES 
MINERS BURIED ALIVE PARIS August 29, 1914 

13 

4 
BRUTAL GERMANS 
THE LOVAIN MASSACRES 
WANTON CRUELTIES 
ATROCITIES AT MONS  September 7, 1914 

9 

5 
GERMAN OUTRAGES 
A DINANT HOLOCAUST 
COLD BLOODED BUTCHERY OSTEND September 9, 1914 

11 

6 

ATROCITIES BY GERMANS 
BELGIAN REPORT 
A CATALOGUE OF HORRORS 
RAPINE AND MURDER  November 3, 1914 

10 

7 IN BELGIUM GERMAN INHUMANITY 
MURDER OF PRISONERS  May 13, 1915 

9 

8 GROSS CRUELTIES 
MORE GERMAN BARBARITIES  May 26, 1915 

11 

9 GERMAN INFAMY  May 27, 1915 8 

10 GERMAN CRUELTY 
RUSSIAN COMMISSION  June 18, 1915 

9 

11 GERMAN CRIMES 
INTERVIEW WITH POPE  July 5, 1915 9 

12 GERMAN ATROCITIES 
AMERICAN OPNIONS  July 8, 1915 

9 

13 GERMAN BARBARITY  July 13, 1915 9 

14 
GERMAN ATROCITIES 
OFFICIAL REPORT 
 A SOLDIERS EVIDENCE  July 22, 1915 

7 

15 GERMAN BRUTALITY  July 24, 1915 13 

16 GERMAN ATROCITIES 
FRENCH OFFICIAL REPORT  August 4, 1915 

11 

17 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS  August 19, 1915 

7 

18 GERMAN CRIMES 
WOUNDED SOLDIERS MURDERED  September 29, 1915 

11 

19 GERMAN TERRORISM 
 BELGIAN REPORT  October 9, 1915 10 

20 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
 A NURSE EXECUTED  October 18, 1915 9 

21 NURSE SHOT 
GERMANY'S GROWING INFAMY  October 23, 1915 17 

22 GERMAN ATROCITIES  November 8, 1915 9 

23 FRENCH TRANSPORT SUNK  
 INHUMAN GERMANS  November 22, 1915 

9 
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24 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
TREATMENT OF WOUNDED SERVIANS  December 6, 1915 

9 

25 GERMAN ATROCITIES 
POPE WILL NOT INQUIRE  February 3, 1916 

9 

26 GERMAN BRUTALITY  April 12, 1916 13 

27 GERMAN ATROCITIES 
BRITISH PRISONERS  April 24, 1916 7 

28 STARVING RUSSIANS 
GERMAN BRUTALITY  June 19, 1916 

9 

29 GERMAN BRUTALITY  June 26, 1916 6 

30 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS  July 8, 1916 

9 

31 GERMAN OUTRAGE 
BELGIANS FORCED TO FIGHT  July 11, 1916 

9 

32 GERMANY THE ARCH CRIMINAL  August 2, 1916 11 
33 GERMAN ATROCITIES LONDON August 4, 1916 7 

34 PRISONERS 
BRUTALITY OF GERMANS  August 25, 1916 7 

35 AUSTRIAN ATROCITIES  October 23, 1916 9 

36 GERMAN METHODS 
MUTILATED CHILDREN IN BELGIUM  October 26, 1916 

8 

37 GERMAN ATROCITIES 
EFFECT OF REPRISALS LONDON October 28, 1916  

38 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
CAMPAIGN OF MURDER  November 10, 1916 

8 

39 TEUTON TACTICS 
BELGIANS AND SERVIANS ENSLAVED  November 25, 1916 

13 

40 GERMAN VANDALISM  November 27, 1916 7 
41 AUSTRIAN ATROCITIES  November 29, 1916 9 
42 GERMAN SAVAGERY LONDON January 1, 1917 7 
43 GERMAN BARBARITY  January 20, 1917 14 
44 GERMAN INHUMANITY LONDON January 22, 1917 8 

45 
HEARTLESS CRUELTY 
GERMANY'S TREATMENT OF SICK 
PRISONERS BERNE January 25, 1917 

9 

46 THE PRUSSIAN VIPER 
STRIKING ACROSS THE ATLANTIC LONDON February 5, 1917 

10 

47 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
AN OFFICER'S MARTYRDOM  March 14, 1917 

7 

48 GERMAN BRUTALITY EDITORIAL March 15, 1917 7 
49 GERMAN VANDALISM  March 23, 1917 7 
50 GERMAN BRUTALITY  March 31, 1917 13 

51 GERMAN RAPACITY 
CONDITIONS IN POLAND  April 4, 1917 

6 

52 LATEST GERMAN HORROR  April 18, 1917 11 
53 GERMAN BEASTLINESS  April 20, 1917 7 
54 GERMAN INHUMANITY  April 24, 1917 7 

55 GERMAN BARBARITY 
BRUTAL TREATMENT OF AUSTRALIANS C W BEAN May 26, 1917 

13 
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56 GERMAN MADNESS  May 30, 1917 11 

57 THE MODERN HUN 
ATROCITIES IN FRANCE  July 9, 1917 6 

58 GERMAN BRUTALITY  July 10, 1917 7 

59 BARBARIANS 
HOW GERMANY MAKES WAR  August 1, 1917 

11 

60 GERMAN FIENDS 
TREATMENT OF RUSSIANS  September 18, 1917 7 

61 HUNGRY TEUTONS 
SWITZERLAND INVADED  September 20, 1917 7 

62 GERMAN CRUELTY  
STORIES FROM EAST AFRICA  September 26, 1917 

9 

63 INHUMAN GERMANS NEW YORK October 4, 1917 7 
64 GERMAN BRUTALITY  March 8, 1918 7 
65 GERMAN BRUTALITY  April 4, 1918 7 

66 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
PRISONERS IN BURNING BUILDING  April 5, 1918 

7 

67 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS  April 13, 1918 

13 

68 THE NEW BARBARISM EDITORIAL May 27, 1918 6 

69 
GERMAN OUTRAGE 
 THE BOMBED HOSPITAL 
LLIMIT OF INHUMANITY  May 29, 1918 

11 

70 BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR  
GERMAN SAVAGERY  June 11, 1918 

6 

71 GERMAN BRUTALITY  June 18, 1918 13 
72 GERMAN CRUELTY  June 24, 1918 5 
73 GERMAN BRUTALITY  July 15, 1918 7 
74 GERMAN BRUTALITY  July 20, 1918 13 
75 GERMAN BRUTALITY  July 22, 1918 7 
76 TEUTON CRUELTY  July 29, 1918 7 

77 GERMAN CRUELTY TO AMERICAN 
PRISONERS NEW YORK August 20, 1918 7 

78 GERMAN CRUELTY  August 24, 1918 13 

79 GERMAN CRUELTY TO PRISONERS 
AMERICAN CRUCIFIED  August 28, 1918 

11 

80 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
SINKING WITHOUT LEAVING A TRACE  August 29, 1918 

7 

81 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
BELGIANS PUBLICLY FLOGGED  September 25, 1918 

11 

82 GERMAN BRUTALITY  October 14, 1918 7 

83 GERMAN BRUTALITY 
ILL TREATED PRISONERS  October 28, 1918 

7 

84 GERMAN WAR CRIMES 
 PUNISHMENT URGED  November 5, 1918 7 

85 HUN CRUELTIES 
 DESCRIBED BY RETURNED HEROES  November 8, 1918 

7 

86 GERMAN CRIMES 
 SUNKEN HOSPITAL SHIP  December 2, 1918 7 

87 JUSTICE - WHY GERMANY MUST PAY  December 18, 1918 10 
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88 GERMAN CRUELTY 
 RECORD BY PRISONERS  December 18, 1918 11 

89 BRUTAL GERMANS 
ENGLISHWOMAN ILLTREATEAD LONDON December 30, 1918 

7 

90 GERMAN BRUTALITY  January 27, 1919 7 

91 WAR CRIMES  
 PREPARING INDICTMENTS NEW YORK February 10, 1919 7 

92 GERMAN CRUELTY  March 11, 1919 7 

93 HUNS CRUELTY 
ESCAPEE RECAPTURED BY DOGS  June 2, 1919 

8 

94 HUNNISH CRUELTY APA June 30, 1919 9 

95 WAR CRIMINALS 
 QUESTION OF SURRENDER LONDON August 25, 1919 7 

96 SILESIA - HUN ATROCITIES  August 27, 1919 11 

97 GERMAN CRUELTY 
SOLDIERS IMPRISONED UNDERGROUND PARIS September 27, 1919 

19 

98 WAR CRIMES - THE HOHENZOLLERNS NEW YORK October 8, 1919 11 

99 WAR CRIMES 
BISMARCK'S GRANDSON WANTED PARIS October 9, 1919 

7 

100 WAR CRIMES - GERMANS NAMED PARIS February 4, 1920 11 

101 VON SANDERS 
 SIR IAN HAMILTON'S APPEAL  February 5, 1920 6 

102 WAR CRIMES - ALLIES DEMANDS LONDON February 7, 1920 13 

103 GERMAN CRISIS 
REFUSAL TO GIVE UP CRIMINALS LONDON February 10, 1920 

7 

104 WAR CRIMINALS  
 TRIAL BY GERMAN COURT  February 18, 1920 11 

105 WAR CRIMINALS 
 REMINDER TO GERMANY LONDON May 19, 1920 11 

106 WAR CRIMINALS 
TRIAL  TO BE URGED LONDON July 5, 1920 

7 

107 WAR CRIMINALS  July 12, 1920 7 
108 REPARATION AND WAR CRIMINALS LONDON July 24, 1920 13 

109 WAR CRIMINALS  
CHARGES AGAINST GERMANS LONDON November 27, 1920 

15 

110 WAR CRIMES - TRIALS NEXT MONTH LONDON April 22, 1921 9 

111 WAR CRIMES 
GERMAN PRISON CAMPS LONDON April 28, 1921 7 

112 WAR CRIMINALS - TRIALS IN LEIPZIG LONDON May 23, 1921 9 

113 WAR CRIMINALS 
FIRST TRIALS AT LEIPZIG LONDON May 25, 1921 

11 

114 WAR CRIMINALS - TRIAL AT LEIPZIG LONDON May 27, 1921 9 

115 WAR CRIMINALS 
FIRST TRIAL ENDED LONDON May 28, 1921 

13 

116 WAR CRIME TRIALS 
CONFIDENCE IN COURT LONDON June 1, 1921 

11 
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12. Sample of newspapers where news of the Armenian massacres 
were printed on the same or adjacent column of reports of the 
Gallipoli campaign (or information about Anzac casualties) 

 

•  BC 11 May 1915 
•  REG 12 May 1915 
•  SMH 19 May 1915 
•  REG 24 May 1915 
•  AGE  02 June 1915 
•  REG 21 July 1915 
•  ARG 24 July 1915 
•  ARG 30 July 1915 
•  AGE 3 August 1915 
•  MCY 21 August 1915 
•  AGE 10 September 1915 
•  AGE 22 September 1915 
•  AGE 16 October 1915 
•  BC 23 October 1915 
•  MCY 26 October 1915 
•  BC 29 November 1915 
•  ARG 02 December 1915 (Article of CEW Bean from Gallipoli) 
•  SMH 16 December 1915 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘12. Samples of newspapers where news of the American massacres were printed on the 
same or adjacent column of reports of the Gallipoli campaign (or information about 
Anzac casualties). 
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13. Comparison between articles on German and Turkish atrocities 
 
This section includes sample of articles on the extermination of Armenians and German 
atrocities that appeared on the same page.  
 
 

•  REG 14 Jan.     1915 
•  A G E 1 2  M a y 1 9 1 5  
•  MCY  1 2  M a y 1 9 1 5  
•  B C 1 2  M a y 1 9 1 5  
•  B C 1 9  M a y 1 9 1 5  
•  A R G  2 5  M a y 1 9 1 5  
•  A G E 0 8  J u l y 1 9 1 6  
•  A G E 2 4  J u l y 1 9 1 5  
•  A R G 0 4  O c t .  19 15  
•  A G E 1 7  A p r i l  1 91 6  
•  B C 1 0  J un e  19 18  
•  S M H 2 5  J an .  19 17  
•  S M H 3 0  D e c .1 91 8  
•  S M H  1 0  Feb .  19 19  
•  S M H 2 1  N ov .1 91 8  
 
•  A R G 3 0  N ov .1 91 6  ( h i e ra r c h y o f  i mp or t an c e)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘13. Comparison between articles on German and Turkish atrocities.’ 
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14. Titles of articles of the Argus (between May-December 1896) on 
the massacres of Armenians 
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THE ARGUS: TITLES OF ARTICLES ON THE MASSACRES OF ARMENIANS 
BETWEEN THE MONTHS OF MAY - DECEMBER1896 

 

NO TITLE OF ARTICLE SOURCE DATE PAGE 

1 AFFAIRS IN TURKEY 
ACTION BY LORD SALISBURY LONDON 12/5/1896 5 

2 
THE ARMENIAN QUESTION 
ARRESTS AT STAMBOUL 
THE SULTAN FEARS FOR HIS LIFE LONDON 16/5/1896 

7 

3 ARMENIAN HORRORS-MASSACRE AT OURFA 
A FEARFUL HOLOCAUST LONDON 20/5/1896 5 

4 
THE ARMENIAN QUESTION 
ARRESTS AT CONSTANTINOPLE 
FUGITIVES IN THE CATHEDRAL LONDON 25/5/1896 

6 

5 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
TURKEY CAUTIONED BY RUSSIA LONDON 2/6/1896 

5 

6 THE ARMENIAN SITUATION 
A TURKISH ENVOY IN LONDON LONDON 9/6/1896 5 

7 THE ARMENIAN QUESTION 
A CHRISTIAN GOVERNOR FOR ZEITUN LONDON 19/6/1896 5 

8 ARMENIAN MASSACRE  
FOUR HUNDRED KILLED LONDON 18/7/1896 7 

9 RIOTS IN ASIA MINOR 
MANY ARMENIANS KILLED LONDON 22/7/1896 5 

10 EDITORIAL  1/8/1896 6 

11 ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 
FRESH KURDISH RAIDS LONDON 15/8/1896 7 

12 EDITORIAL  18/8/1896 5 

13 THE POSITION IN TURKEY 
KURDISH CAVALRY AT STAMBOUL  22/8/1896 7 

14 
TURKEY AND ARMENIA 
RIOTS IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
MANY KILLED LONDON 28/8/1896 

5 

15 
CONSTANTINOPLE - THE ARMENIAN RIOTS 
AN ORGANISED OUTBREAK 
SEIZURE OF OTTOMAN BANK LONDON 29/8/1896 

7 

16 EDITORIAL  31/8/1896 4 

17 

THE ARMENIAN RIOT 
SEIZURE OF THE OTTOMAN BANK 
FEARFUL REPRISALS 
24000 ARMENIANS MASSACRED  LONDON 31/8/1896 

5 

18 SEPT 1 - 3 MISSING ON MICROPHILM     

19 
CONSTANTINOPLE 
SITUATION BECOMING SERIOUS 
THE RECENT MASSACRE  4/9/1896 

5 

20 EDITORIAL  5/9/1896 6 

21 
TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
THE ARMENIAN COMMITTEE 
FURTHER OUTRAGES THREATENED  7/9/1896 

5 

22 THE RECENT MASSACRE - APPALING DETAILS
THE POWERS DEMAND AN INQUIRY LONDON 8/9/1896 5 

23 THE STAMBOUL RIOTS 
SENTENCE ON AN ARMENIAN  9/9/1896 5 
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24 
THE STAMBOUL RIOTS 
EXPULSION OF ARMENIANS SUSPENDED 
RUSSIA EXCLUDES REFUGEES LONDON 10/9/1896 

5 

25 THE EASTERN QUESTION-RUSSIA AND TURKEY
EXPULSION OF ARMENIANS  12/9/1896 7 

26 THE STAMBOUL MASSACRES 
DEEP ANGER IN ENGLAND LONDON 14/9/1896 

5 

27 
THE STAMBOUL MASSACRES 
GROWING AGITATION IN ENGLAND 
PRAYERS AND SERMONS LONDON 15/9/1896 

5 

28 EDITORIAL  16/9/1896 4 

29 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
THE PRESBYTERIAN MEMORIAL  16/9/1896 5 

30 
TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
AN IMPORTANT STATEMENT 
ALTERNATIVES TO THE SULTAN  17/9/1896 

5 

31 TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
DENIES MISUSING ARMENIANS  18/9/1896 5 

32 
TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
THE ARMENIAN PRISONERS 
BARBAROUS TREATMENT  19/9/1896 

7 

33 
TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
SITUATION HIGHLY CRITICAL 
ARMENIAN ANARCHIST COMMITTEE  21/9/1896 

5 

34 
THE EASTERN QUESTION 
SITUATION LIKELY TO IMPROVE 
EXPULSION OF ARMENIANS STOPPED  22/9/1896 

5 

35 
SITUATION AT STAMBOUL 
THREATENED MASSACRE OF CHRISTIANS 
THE ARMENIAN PERSECUTION  24/9/1896 

5 

36 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
THE DISCOVERY OF BOMBS AND ARMS  25/9/1896 5 

37 
THE EASTERN CRISIS 
MR GLADSTONE AT LIVERPOOL 
AN HOUR AND A HALF'S SPEECH LONDON 26/9/1896 

7 

38 THE EASTERN CRISIS - FRESH MASSACRES LONDON 28/9/1896 5 

39 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
SERMON BY BISHIP KENNION LONDON 29/9/1896 5 

40 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
AN ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY TO BE CONVOKED LONDON 30/9/1896 

5 

41 
THE EASTERN CRISIS 
THE CONSTANTINOPLE MASSACRE 
SENTENCES ON PARTICIPANTS  2/10/1896 

5 

42 ARMENIAN MOVEMENT 
FLOCKING INTO CYPRUS LONDON 3/10/1896 9 

43 ARRESTS AT STAMBOUL 
EXPULSION OF ARMENIANS LONDON 5/10/1896 5 

44 PROMISES BY THE PORTE 
CONCESSIONS TO THE ARMENIANS LONDON 6/10/1896 

5 

45 

THE MASSACRE INQUIRY COMMISSION 
FRENCH AND GERMAN RESIGNATIONS 
(2) THE ARMENIAN OUTBREAK AT 
CONSTANTINOPLE LONDON 9/10/1896 

5 

46 BRITISH FLEET AT SALONICA 
PROPOSED ACTION BY THE PORTE LONDON 10/10/1896 7 

47 LORD ROSEBERY LONDON 12/10/1896 5 
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THE EASTERN QUESTION 

48 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
SUICIDES OF WOMEN AND GIRLS 
HUNDREDS DROWN THEMSELVES LONDON 13/10/1896 

4 

49 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
RUSSIAN PREPARATIONS LONDON 14/10/1896 5 

50 
THE EASTERN QUESTION 
CONCESSION OF THE SULTAN 
ARMENIAN THREATS LONDON 15/10/1896 

5 

51 

SPEECH BY MR CURZON 
THE ARMENIAN AGITATION 
ACTION BY THE POPE 
(SYDNEY BAPTIST UNION OF NSW) LONDON 16/10/1896 

5 

52 THE EASTERN QUESTION 
WARNING TO ARMENIAN EMIGRANTS LONDON 17/10/1896 

7 

53 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
COERCION OF THE SULTAN LONDON 20/10/1896 

5 

54 
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES 
PUBLIC MEETING IN LONDON 
GREAT ENTHUSIASM LONDON 21/10/1896 

5 

55 
THE EASTERN CRISIS 
FRESH MASSACRE IN ARMENIA 
TERRIBLE DETAILS-CHILDREN BURIED ALIVE LONDON 22/10/1896 

5 

56 ARMENIAN REFUGEES 
CANNOT LAND IN AMERICA LONDON 3/10/1896 

5 

57 MORE MASSCRES FEARED LONDON 24/10/1896 7 

58 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
WAR TAXATION IN TURKEY LONDON 27/10/1896 

5 

59 
AFFAIRS AT STAMBOUL 
ARMENIANS ARRESTED 
ALLEGED ATTEMPT ON THE PATRIARCH LONDON 28/10/1896 

5 

60 POSITION AT STAMBOUL 
ARMENIAN REVENGE LONDON 29/10/1896 

5 

61 THE TURKISH WAR TAX 
POWERS INSIST ON WITHDRAWAL LONDON 2/11/1896 

5 

62 THE EASTERN CRISIS 
ARMENIAN THREATS LONDON 4/11/1896 

5 

63 THE ARMENIANS 
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT LONDON 7/11/1896 

7 

64 
THE EASTERN CRISIS - REFORMS IN TURKEY 
MR MORLEY AT GLASCOW 
THE ARMENIAN OUTRAGES LONDON 9/11/1896 

4 

65 THE EASTERN CRISIS - REFORMS PROMISED 
LORD SALISBURY AT THE GUILDHALL LONDON 11/11/1896 

5 

66 THE ARMENIANS - ANOTHER MASSACRE 
ONE HUNDRED KILLED LONDON 12/11/1896 

5 

67 THE EMBARGO OF ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS 
REMOVED BY THE SULTAN LONDON 13/11/1896 

5 

68 RELEASE OF ARMENIANS 
STATEMENT BY MR HANOTAUX LONDON 14/11/1896 

7 
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69 
CONSTANTINOPLE RIOTS 
THE BANK ATTACK - AN ARMENIAN BISHOP 
SENTENCED TO DEATH LONDON 20/11/1896 

5 

70 
SENTENCE ON AN ARMENIAN BISHOP 
AN ENGLISH CLERGYMAN ARRESTED 
THE ARMENIAN PATRIARCH LONDON 21/11/1896 

9 

71 
THE EASTERN CRISIS 
PUBLIC FEELING IN FRANCE 
50 ARMENIANS TO BE HANGED LONDON 24/11/1896 

5 

72 THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES 
40,000 ORPHANS IN ANATOLIA LONDON 4/12/1896 

5 

73 EDITORIAL  5/12/1896 8 

74 ANOTHER ARMENIAN MASSACRE 
FIFTEEN HUNDRED KILLED LONDON 11/12/1896 

4 

75 PRESIDENT CLEVELAND'S MESSAGE 
THE ARMENIAN MASSACRES LONDON 14/12/1896 

5 

76 AMNESTY FOR ARMENIANS LONDON 17/12/1896 5 

77 
THE EASTERN QUESTION 
ARMENIAN PRISONERS 
PROPOSED AMNESTY LONDON 18/12/1896 

5 

78 
AN ARMENIAN OUTRAGE 
A RUSSIAN OFFICIAL SHOT 
THE ARMENIAN AMNESTY - BAIL REQUIRED  19/12/1896 

9 

79 THE ARMENIAN AMNESTY 
OFFER BY PATRIARCHATE LONDON 21/12/1896 

5 

80 
THE EASTERN CRISIS 
SYMPATHY FOR THE ARMENIANS 
THE ARMENIAN AMNESTY LONDON 24/12/1896 

5 

81 
TURKEY AND THE POWERS 
THE PORTE AND THE ARMENIANS 
ARMENIAN RELIEF  26/12/1896 

5 
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15. Sample of long articles published in the Argus in 1896 
 
In this section, I included a sample of long articles and editorials from the Argus, dedicated to 
the massacre of Armenians during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II (the Australian press of 
WWI, referred to him as Abdul the Damned).  
 
During WWI, the articles and editorials dedicated to the extermination of Armenians, in 
general, were much shorter in length. 
 

•  18 August 1896 editorial 
•  31 August 1896 editorial 
•  31 August 1896 news report 
•  14 September 1896 news report 
•  15 September 1896 news report 
•  16 September 1896 editorial 
•  16 September 1896 news report 
•  21 September 1896 news report 
•  09 October 1896 news report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’15. Sample of long articles published in the Argus in 1896.’ 
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15.1 Copies of two articles printed on May 20, 1896  
 
This section includes the copies of two articles that appeared in the AGE and ARG on May 20, 
1896 describing the mass burning of Armenian civilians in their Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
‘15.1 Copies of two articles printed on May 20, 1896.’ 
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16. Copy of a document from NAA (MP16/1, Series 16/1537), dated 
22 January 1915, exempting Armenian, Greek and Syrian 
residents from Aliens Instructions of 1914 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’16. Copy of a document from NAA (MP 16/1, Series 16/1537), dated 22 January 1915, 
exempting Armenian, Greek and Syrian residents from Aliens Instructions of 1914.’
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17.  Copy of a document from NAA (MP16/1, Series 18/2064), dated 
30 October 1914, with instructions to the editors on how to 
report news about Turkey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’17. Copy of a document from NAA (MP 16/1 Series 18/2064), dated 30 October 1914, 
with instructions to the editors on how to report news about Turkey’. 



 

 

 

409

18. Copy of a document from NAA, dated 14 August 1918, giving 
details of different races that comprised the Ottoman Empire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’18. Copy of a document from NAA, dated 14 August 1918, giving details of different 
races that comprised the Ottoman Empire’. 
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19. Copy of a letter I addressed to the Minister of Veterans Affair’s, 
Dana Vale, and Bruce Ruxton  

 
 
 
In this section, I included the letter I sent to the above people after they had apologized to the 
Turkish community for the actions of an unknown Anzac soldier who had brought with him 
the mummified head of an alleged Turkish soldier.  
 
The reason for the letter was the automatic assumption by the Minister and Mr Ruxton that if 
the remains did not belong to an Anzac soldier it meant that it belonged to a Turk. 
 
This section also includes the reply from Minister Vale and Mr Ruxton. The latter showed an 
absolute ignorance about the events surrounding the Armenian Genocide and ignorance about 
the fact that Anzacs had fought the Ottoman army, which included many nationalities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’19. Copy of a letter I addressed to the Minister of Veterans Affairs, Dana Vale, and 
Bruce Ruxton’. 
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20. Copy of a letter I addressed to the British High Commissioner in 
Canberra and the reply letter from the High Commission 

 
 

 
The letter I wrote to Mr Goodlad was signed by more than 80 members of the Armenian 
community in Melbourne that is the reason I signed it as “Armenian community of 
Melbourne.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’20. Copy of a letter I addressed to the British High Commissioner in Canberra and the 
reply letter from the High Commission’. 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’21.Copy of the email message I sent to the Israeli Ambassador, Gaby Levy, and the 
reply I received from the Embassy.’ 
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22. Copy of the letter, dated 4 March 2002, sent by Israel Charny to 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’22. Copy of the letter, dated 4 March 2002, sent by Israel Charny to Foreign Minister 
Shimon Press’. 
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23. Copies of messages of US president George W. Bush on April 
24 

 

This section includes two copies of annual messages issued by US president George W. Bush 
on the occasion of the Armenian Genocide (http://www.whitehouse.gov).   

•  April 24 2003 

•  April 24 2002 

•  April 24 2001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for  
’23. Copies of messages of US president George W. Bush on April 24. 
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Images and Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 NOTE: Please see print copy for all images and maps. 
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