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Children and Chess: A Guide for Educators is the first book to show the connection 

between accepted educational theories and chess. The relationship of chess to academic and 

humanistic educational goals is convincingly illustrated as curriculum and psychological 

theories from John D. McNeil, Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, and Howard Gardner are outlined 

and applied to the question "why chess?" Children and Chess features lesson plans teachers 

can use immediately, and from which they can learn the basics of the game. Since the plans 

meet academic goals through chess, teachers also learn that chess can be a part of reading, 

math, science, and social studies. An appendix showing how chess meets the requirements of 

curriculum standards is another plus of this outstanding new work by Alexey Root, a 

champion chess player herself. The intended audience for the book is educators of grades 3-

8. 

About the Author 

ALEXEY W. ROOT is Senior Lecturer in General Studies at the University of Texas at 
Dallas, currently teaching in the Chess Online Certificate Program. She is a past U.S. 
Women's Chess Champion. 
 

#          #          # 
 
Teacher Ideas Press is an imprint of Libraries Unlimited, a member of the Greenwood 
Publishing Group, which publishes quality books and resources for library professionals, 
media specialists, and educators. For more information, visit www.lu.com. 
 


