
Despite its obligation to comply with a global moratorium on commercial

whaling, Japan has killed thousands of whales over the past decade, claiming an

exemption for “scientific whaling” under international law.  We, the undersigned

scientists, believe Japan’s whale research program fails to meet minimum standards

for credible science.  In particular:

We are concerned that Japan’s whaling program is not designed to answer

scientific questions relevant to the management of whales; that Japan has refused

to make the information it collects available for independent review; and that its

research program lacks a testable hypothesis or other performance indicators

consistent with accepted scientific standards.

Most of the data being gathered by Japan’s “scientific whaling” are obtainable by

non-lethal means; it is possible, for example, to determine species, gender,

population size, migration patterns, stock fidelity, and other key biological

information without harming whales. Yet Japan’s whale research program kills hun-

dreds of whales each year in the absence of a compelling scientific need.

The commercial nature of Japan’s whaling program conflicts with its

scientific independence. Japan sells meat from the whales it kills on

commercial markets and assigns “scientific whaling” quotas to individual

whaling villages. These commercial ties create a profit incentive to kill whales even

when no scientific need exists, raising troubling questions about the motives

behind Japan’s program.

Japan has announced it will soon begin killing sei whales, an internationally

listed endangered species, ostensibly to determine the whales’ diet. Yet Japan

has already analyzed the stomach contents of nearly 20,000

sei whales it killed during the past fifty years. There is no reasonable likelihood that

killing additional sei whales now will add to what is already known about their diet.

By continuing to fund and carry out this program, Japan opens itself to

serious charges that it is using the pretense of scientific research to evade its

commitments to the world community. As scientists, we believe this

compromises objective decision-making and undermines public confidence in the

role of science to guide policy. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Japanese

government to suspend its “scientific whaling” program.

WORLD WILDLIFE FUND  1250 24TH STREET, N.W.  WASHINGTON, DC 20037  847-853-1384

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
ON “SCIENTIFIC WHALING”

Frederic Briand, Director General, la Commission
Internationale pour l'Exploration Scientifique de la
Méditerranée (CIESM), Monaco; Member, UN
Experts Group on the Scientific Aspects of Marine
Environmental Protection.

Theo Colborn, Senior Scientist, World Wildlife
Fund-US; Pew Scholars Award in Environment and
Conservation; International Rachel Carson Prize
(Norway); Asahi Glass Foundation's International
Blue Planet Prize (Japan).

Richard Dawkins, Professor, New College,
Oxford University; Royal Society of London
Michael Faraday Award; Medal of the Zoological
Society of London; Nakayama Prize for Human
Science (Japan).

Jared Diamond, Professor of Physiology, University
of California, Los Angeles, School of Medicine;
Pulitzer Prize; MacArthur Fellow; Britain's Science
Book Priz; Fellow, American Ornithologists Union;
Coues Award; Burr Award; National Medal of
Science (USA); International Cosmos Prize (Japan).

Sylvia Earle, National Geographic Society 
Explorer-in-Residence; former Chief Scientist, 
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration; Olguin Marine Environment
Award; Knighted by the Netherlands: Order of the
Golden Ark.

Edgardo Gomez, Professor, Marine Sciences 
Institute, University of the Philippines; Pew Fellow
in Marine Conservation; Presidential Lingkod Bayan
Award, 2000; UNEP Global 500 Roll of Honour.

Roger Guillemin, Distinguished Professor, The Salk
Institute; Nobel Prize in Medicine and Physiology;
National Medal of Science (USA); Lasker
Foundation Award; Honorary Member, Japan
Biochemical Society.

Sir Aaron Klug, Medical Research Council
Laboratory of Microbiology, Cambridge University;
Nobel Prize in Chemistry; former President, Royal
Society (England); Honorary Fellow of Peterhouse
and of Trinity College.

Masakazu Konishi, Professor, California Institute
of Technology; Member, National Academy of
Sciences; Dana Award for Achievement in Health;
International Prize for Biology, Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science.

Jane Lubchenco, Distinguished Professor of
Zoology, Oregon State University; MacArthur 
Fellow; Pew Scholar in Capital Conservation and
the Environment; Heinz Award in the Environment;
member, National Academy of Science; former 
president, Ecological Society of America; former
president, American Association for the
Advancement of Science

Alan MacDiarmid, Blanchard Professor of
Chemistry, University of Pennsylvania; Nobel Prize
for Chemistry; Royal Society of Chemistry
Centenary Medal and Lectureship (England).

Laurence Mee, Visiting Professor, Plymouth
University Environmental Research Center; Pew
Fellow; Fellow, Royal Society of Chemistry; Fellow,
Georgian Academy of Ecological Sciences.

Elliott Norse, President, Marine Conservation
Biology Institute; Pew Fellow; Evergreen Award;
Committee on Human Dimensions of Global
Change, National Research Council; founding mem-
ber, Society for Conservation Biology.

Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara, President,
Istituto Centrale per la Ricerca Scientifica e
Tecnologica Applicata al Mare; former Pres.,
European Cetacean Society; Tridente d'Oro Prize.

Gordon Orions, Professor Emeritus of Zoology,
University of Washington; Eminent Ecologists
Award, Ecological Society of America; Guggenheim
Fellow; Chairman, Board of Environmental Studies
and Toxicology, National Research Council (USA).

Roger Payne, Founder/President, Ocean Alliance;
MacArthur Fellow; Lyndhurst Prize Fellow; UNEP
Global 500 Laureate; Knighted by the Netherlands:
Order of the Golden Ark.

Carl Safina, Lecturer, Yale University School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies; Vice President
for Marine Conservation, National Audubon Society;
MacArthur Fellow; Board of Governors, Society for
Conservation Biology.

David Suzuki, Professor Emeritus, University of
British Columbia; Fellow, Royal Society of Canada;
Sanford Fleming Medal, Royal Canadian
Institute; Medal of Honour, Canadian Medical
Association; UNEP Global 500 Roll of Honour;
UNESCO Kalinga Prize for Science.

John Terborgh, Director, Duke University Center
for Tropical Conservation; MacArthur Fellow;
Guggenheim Fellow; Pew Fellow; Member, National
Academy of Sciences; Daniel Giraud Elliott Medal,
National Academy of Sciences.

Edward O. Wilson, University Research Professor,
Harvard University; Pulitzer Prize (twice); National
Medal of Science (USA); Tyler Environmental Prize;
Prix du Institut de la Vie, Paris; Crafoord Prize, Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences; International Prize for
Biology (Japan).

George Woodwell, Director, Woods Hole Research
Center; Founder, Ecosystems Center, Marine
Biological Laboratory; Heinz Award in the
Environment; Member, National Academy of Science;
Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences.



Despite its obligation to comply with a global moratorium on commercial

whaling, Japan has killed thousands of whales over the past decade, claiming an

exemption for “scientific whaling” under international law. We, the undersigned

scientists, believe Japan’s whale research program fails to meet minimum standards

for credible science. In particular:

We are concerned that Japan’s whaling program is not designed to answer

scientific questions relevant to the management of whales; that Japan has refused

to make the information it collects available for independent review; and that its

research program lacks a testable hypothesis or other performance indicators

consistent with accepted scientific standards.

Most of the data being gathered by Japan’s “scientific whaling” are obtainable by

non-lethal means; it is possible, for example, to determine species, gender,

population size, migration patterns, stock fidelity, and other key biological

information without harming whales. Yet Japan’s whale research program kills

hundreds of whales each year in the absence of a compelling scientific need.

The commercial nature of Japan’s whaling program conflicts with its

scientific independence. Japan sells meat from the whales it kills on

commercial markets and assigns “scientific whaling” quotas to individual

whaling villages. These commercial ties create a profit incentive to kill whales even

when no scientific need exists, raising troubling questions about the motives

behind Japan's program.

Japan has announced it will soon begin killing sei whales, an internationally

listed endangered species, ostensibly to determine the whales’ diet. Yet Japan

has already analyzed the stomach contents of nearly 20,000

sei whales it killed during the past fifty years. There is no reasonable likelihood that

killing additional sei whales now will add to what is already known about their diet.

By continuing to fund and carry out this program, Japan opens itself to

serious charges that it is using the pretense of scientific research to evade its

commitments to the world community. As scientists, we believe this compromis-

es objective decision-making and undermines public confidence in the role of

science to guide policy. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Japanese

government to suspend its “scientific whaling” program.
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