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WHEN:  Most of Western Washington is open Oct.13-31 and Nov. 15-18.

COST: A state resident deer or elk license is $39.42. A non-resident license is $394.20. A youth (younger than 16) hunting license is $19.71.SHOOTING HOURS: 6:50 a.m. to 7 p.m. in Western Washington on Oct. 13-14. 
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Out & About
First-time hunters in Washington eligible for one-time
deferral of hunter-education training requirementsApplications are being accepted by the Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife from beginning hunters seeking to 
defer state hunter-education requirements 
and hunt under supervision of an experienced huner.Authorized by the 2007 Legislature, the 

deferral option allows hunters to qualify 
for a once-in-a-lifetime, one-year deferral 
of hunter-education classes and hunt with 
an adult who has been licensed to hunt in 
Washington for at least three years.“Every year, we hear from beginning 

hunters who just couldn’t attend classes, 
whether because of military service, family obligations or some other reason,’’ 

said Mik Mikitik, state hunter education 
coordinator. “As in a number of other states, the new deferral option will allow 

prospective hunters to go afield, so long 
as they have an experienced hunter by 
their side.’’

Without a deferral, hunter education 
training is required for all first-time hunters 
in Washington born after Jan. 1, 1972. More than 12,000 new hunters complete 

the training in a typical year.Application forms for the new deferral 
option are available on the department’s 
online site at http://wdfw.wa.gov/enf/huntered/basichuntered.htm#deferral or 

can be obtained by calling 360-902-8111. 
A $20 application fee is required.Completed applications must be sent 

to the department’s Enforcement Program 
_Hunter Education Division, 600 Capitol 
Way N., Olympia, 98501-1091.

Ducks Unlimited site offersupdates on bird migrationsDucks Unlimited will be providing a waterfowl migration map on its Web site 
during the fall and winter. The address is www.ducks.org/migration map.Visitors loading the map will see an aerial view of North America with colored markers scattered across the map. Each dot represents a user-submitted report on waterfowl concentrations.Hunters can click on any dot to see a more detailed report. Users also will be able to view migration patterns from 

two, five and 10 days back.Ducks Unlimited is the world’s largest wetlands conservation organization, having preserved almost 12 million acres through monies donated by hunters.

Waterfowl hunters willneed federal stamp
Waterfowl hunters are required to buy a $15 federal duck stamp.Although mandatory for hunters, the stamp also has become popular with bird-watchers, stamp collectors and others seeking to assist conservation. The 2007-2008 stamp features swimming ring-necked ducks painted by artist Richard Clifton of Delaware.

HUNTING SEASON 2007Prospects appear down for local deer huntersBy ALLEN THOMASColumbian staff writerTimes were tough for wildlife in the 
woods two winters ago, harsher than 
initially thought. Cold and snow came 
late, when deer and elk are most vulner-
able.

Many blacktail does failed to deliver 
fawns in spring 2006, and hunters in 

Southwest Washington will likely pay a 
price with fewer yearling bucks to shoot 
this fall.

“While a large amount of attention 
has been focused on the elk popula-
tion’s troubles during that severe 2005-
06 winter, particularly near Mount St. 
Helens, deer appear to have suffered 
as well,’’ said Eric Holman, a biologist 
for the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.Surveys in the summer and fall of 

2006 found 32 fawns per 100 does, the 
lowest ratio since productivity surveys 
in Southwest Washington started in 
1995.

The average is 55 fawns per 100 does, 
Holman said.“The does abort fetuses or they’ll re-

absorb fetuses,’’ he said. “The bottom 
line is they don’t produce as many young 
as if they were surviving a mild winter.’’

While there will be fewer yearling 
bucks available next month, the woods 
certainly won’t be bereft of deer.“The yearling bucks will typically 

make up about a third of the harvest in 
westside units,’’ Holman said. “The har-
vest may drop like 15 percent to 20 per-
cent this year. It’s not going to be like 
there are no deer.’’Hunting success locally is linked to 

weather.
“A lot of how successful the guys are 

has as much to do with weather condi-
tions during hunting seasons as it does 
with how many deer there are,’’ he 
said.

It looks like the fawn crop of 2007 is 
improved, back in the average range, he 
added.

This will be the second year the deer 
season in the popular Grayback unit of 
Klickitat County is limited to 14 days 
with a three-point antler restriction.

While most game units are open for 

Harsh winter two years ago will result in fewer yearling bucks available

County gets
new operator
for English PitShooting Range

Hunters can sight-in rifles beginning this weekend
By ALLEN THOMASColumbian staff writerClosed for 30 months, English Pit 

Shooting Range has a new operator 
and will be open beginning Saturday 
for hunters to sight-in their rifles.The Clark County commission-

ers on Tuesday approved a five-year 
agreement with the Clark County 
Gun Club, Inc. to manage the six-
acre range at 900 N.E. 192nd Ave. 
The range has small-bore shooting 
stations for 35 and 50 yards and large-
bore stations for 50 and 100 yards.English Pit is the only publicly 

owned shooting facility in Clark 
County.

Clark County Gun Club, Inc. is the 
legal extension of Randy Winkel of 
Vancouver. Winkel is a program man-
ager for an Oregon high-tech firm.

Winkel said he’s been working 18 
months to get the range reopened. 
The Vancouver-Clark Parks and Rec-
reation Department issued a request 
for proposals for a new operator in the 
summer of 2006.Shooting costs and operating days 

and hours for English Pit have not 
been determined yet.Winkel said he plans to charge an 

annual base membership, the amount 
still to be determined.He envisions operating Fridays, 

Saturdays and Sundays, plus one to 
three weekdays.Range officers certified by the Na-

tional Rifle Association will staff the 
facility.

“We’re really going to focus on a 
safe operation,’’ he said. “We hope to 
have no surprises. I’ve had help from 
other ranges on how to run the facil-
ity.’’

Clark County will transport a do-
nated portable school building  to 
the site, said Brian Potter of the city-
county parks department.Winkel said the building will serve 

as a small office, pro shop and train-
ing spot.

“We need to tighten security,’’ he 
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Using an improvised rest can make any shooter better and improve chances of a lethal hit, regardless of the rifle model.Rifles all about marksmanship
By WAYNE VAN ZWOLLSpecial for The ColumbianLester Miller saw the deer first at 

300 yards — too far for his .30-30. A 
stalk failed. During the next three 
years he looked hard for that buck.

“Killing that particular deer be-
came an obsession,”” Miller said. “I 
hunted to the exclusion of my work, 
and almost lost my job. My marriage 
teetered.” 

He paused. “Silly, I know. But those antlers 
were enormous.”Increasingly, Miller feared an-

other hunter would claim the deer 
first. In autumn of the fourth year, a 

fellow who manned a forest lookout 
saw the buck nearly every day, and 
made plans to waylay it. On opening morning, Miller drove up into the forest and parked. 

A steady rain encouraged him; it 
would muffle his movements and 
keep other hunters indoors. When legal hunting time arrived, 

he stepped into the downpour, loaded his rifle and melted into the 
gloom, easing forward one step at a 
time.

Suddenly Miller found himself 
within spitball range of a huge buck, 
a superb trophy any hunter would 

take. 
“To this day I don’t know what 

kept me from shooting that deer. 
Somehow I must have felt he wasn’t 
the right one for me, that day.”Miller continued on through a 

dense strip of young spruces. There 
he spotted the rump of another big 
deer just as it disappeared.Rut-smell lay heavy in the damp 

air. He eased forward another 100 
yards to where he could see an open-
ing, a big slide. In the middle of that slide, he saw 

the deer. It was quartering away at 
80 yards, looking back at Miller. The huge antlers left no doubt.Struggling to keep his composure, 

Miller eased his rifle up, thumbed 
the hammer back, held a steady 
bead, and fired. The bullet struck 
home.

Miller killed that buck in 1953. 
Twenty-eight years later, he had it 
measured. At 182 2/8 inches, the rack easily 

claimed top spot in the Boone and 
Crockett records book.Lester Miller killed the deer with 

the .30-30 he’d carried three years 
earlier. Why, after dedicating his 
hunting to finding one trophy buck, 
would a man stick with an iron-sight-
ed carbine designed in the 1890s?Vern Stuewe would tell you the 

.30-30 is a fine blacktail round.“Shot that buck with an octagon-
barreled Winchester,” Stuewe said, 
pointing to a deer mount above his 
fireplace. 

He wore a set of antlers bigger 
than I’d ever seen on a blacktail – and bigger than I’ve seen in the 35 

There are lots of good blacktail guns, but the best 
is the one that shoots the most comfortably
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Session scheduled Mondayto meet with wildlife agentsA public session for citizens to meet 
enforcement officers of the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife is set for 7 
p.m. Monday.

The informal meeting will be at the agency’s 
regional office at 2108 Grand Blvd.“This is a great chance to meet our officers, talk with them about our enforcement 

program, and to exchange information about 
fish and wildlife,’’ said Sgt. Rick Webb.Webb supervises wildlife officers in Clark 

and Skamania counties.
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and will be open beginning Saturday 
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agreement with the Clark County 
Gun Club, Inc. to manage the six-
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There are lots of good blacktail guns, but the best 
is the one that shoots the most comfortably
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Session scheduled Mondayto meet with wildlife agentsA public session for citizens to meet 
enforcement officers of the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife is set for 7 
p.m. Monday.

The informal meeting will be at the agency’s 
regional office at 2108 Grand Blvd.“This is a great chance to meet our officers, talk with them about our enforcement 

program, and to exchange information about 
fish and wildlife,’’ said Sgt. Rick Webb.Webb supervises wildlife officers in Clark 

and Skamania counties.
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By KATHIE DURBIN
Columbian staff writer

A Vancouver air quality official has 
ordered owners of the former Ste-
venson-area mill that burned to the 
ground Friday to extinguish the fire 
at their own expense or face a stiff 
fine.

The blaze that consumed the for-
mer Stevenson Co-Ply mill Friday 
continued to smolder Wednesday as 
it burned through 5,800 tons of wood 
stove pellets, sending smoke into Ste-
venson and causing raspy throats and 
watery eyes. 

Some residents said they wanted 
the fire put out now.

“I live right on Rock Creek and that 
smoke comes right down and settles 
on my house,” said John McSherry, 
manager of the Port of Skamania 
County, who was nursing a sore 
throat. “Saturday, it got really bad in 
my lungs.”

Others said the smoke seemed to 
be abating. The cause of the blaze is 
still not known.

“I think the smoke was worse on 
Monday,” said Cheryl Wright, office 

manager at the county’s health clinic. 
“To me, it didn’t seem as bad today.”

State and local firefighting agencies 
and the state Department of Ecology 
agreed over the weekend that it would 
be better to let the pellets smolder 
than to extinguish the fire with water 
and risk sending polluted runoff into 
the Columbia River.  

But Bob Elliott, executive director 
of the Southwest Clean Air Agency, 
said Wednesday that was an unac-
ceptable trade-off. He said his agency 
was not consulted before officials did 
their risk-benefit analysis Saturday 
and decided to let the fire burn. 

“Public health trumps water on 
this issue,” he said. “That is why I’m 
taking jurisdiction from this day for-
ward.”

WKO Inc., the Carson wood prod-
ucts company that owns the site, has 
been taking direction from the state 
incident commanders who have been 
coordinating response to the fire 
since Saturday.  

Company spokesman Rob Evert 

With building ban lifted, 
meeting today will discuss 
neighborhood’s reinvention
By mIcHAEl ANDERsEN
Columbian staff writer

A little California of landscaped shops 
and condos up and down Highway 99.

A rundown trailer park replaced by a 
leafy loop of townhouses.

A paved bike trail and disc golf course 
beneath the big Bonneville power lines that 
run from Salmon Creek to 68th Street.

Long shots? Maybe. But the movers  
and shakers of east Hazel Dell are thinking 
big.

Two days after commissioners lifted a 

two-year stop on big projects in the area, 
landowners and county leaders are meet-
ing today on the second floor of a Hazel 
Dell church for a daylong summit on the 
reinvention of a neighborhood that was 
built on used cars, low rents and cheap 
hamburgers.

“We’ve gone downhill for 20 years,” said 
Bud Van Cleve, a member of the county’s 
task force for the area. “Now it’s starting 
back up.”

The first new development applications 
started trickling in Wednesday, including 
three big medical buildings near Legacy 
Salmon Creek Hospital.

Other landowners said they’re still 
crunching numbers.

On Highway 99, families that own three 
well-known properties — Callaham’s 

Mobile Court, Billygan’s Roadhouse and 
Bob’s Paint Land — have plans at various 
stages of development.

“There’s lots of people talking and kind 
of waiting to see what happens before they 
invest the money in a preliminary site 
plan,” said Brad Lothspeich, a past presi-
dent of the Hazel Dell Salmon Creek Busi-
ness Association who heads the county 
team.

“In the next 30 to 60 days, you’ll prob-
ably see anywhere from 3 to 6 site plans 
come forward” in the Highway 99 area, 
Lothspeich said. “That’s my gut feeling.”

Transformation will take a while, said 
Ron Frederiksen, president of RSV Con-
struction Services. He expected invest-
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Wild weekend in store for church
By mIKE BAIlEy
Columbian staff writer

The wild kingdom will 
merge with the Kingdom of 
God this weekend when a 
350-pound Bengal tiger joins 
pastor John Bishop on stage for seven 
services at Brush Prairie’s Living 
Hope Church.

Bishop says he always strives to de-
liver a service that’s outside the box, 
but this time he’s thinking outside the 

cage.
The tiger, named Sundar, 

will be on a leash when on 
stage. Two trainers will ac-
company the tiger as well 
as a range of other animals 

included in the sermon.
An African lion, another Bengal 

tiger cub, a Capuchin monkey and 
a hawk that will fly free above the 

 The Animal Agency

Exotic 
animals 
to star 
in Living 
Hope  
services

Motivational 
speaker Dan 
Stockdale 
trains animals  
to work 
with him in 
presentations. 
One of his 
favorites is 
Sundar, a 350-
pound Bengal 
tiger, who will 
join him this 
weekend at 
Living Hope 
Church.

If you go
■ What: Highway 99 and 
Points East design forum .

■ When: 9 a .m .-4:45 p .m . 
today .

■ Where: First Church of 
God, 3606 N .E . 78th St ., 
Vancouver .

■ Cost: Free .

■ Information: Call 360-
397-2280 or visit www .clark .
wa .gov/hwy99/ .

On Page A5
■ If you go

Hazel Dell abuzz with project ideas

Medical pot 
law lacks 
specifics
State Legislature wants 
standards for dosage, 
method of taking drug
By lyNN mARsHAll 
Los Angeles Times

SEATTLE — Patients using marijuana 
for ailments ranging from chronic back 
pain to cancer are allowed by Washington 
law to possess a two-month supply of the 
drug. But medical marijuana doesn’t come 
with a standard dose or even a standard 
method of taking the drug.

The 1998 law never has spelled out how 
much usable pot, or how many plants, 
make up a 60-day sup-
ply.

Now the state Legis-
lature has demanded an 
answer to the question 
by July, and the state is 
holding hearings to ask 
experts and citizens for their opinions on 
how to determine a two-month supply.

“There is so much you will have to take 
into account,” says Joanna McKee, found-
er of Seattle’s Green Cross Patient Co-op. 
“What about people who eat it? How differ-
ent is the amount they need from people 
who smoke it?”

McKee was one of many who spoke at 
a state health department public meeting 
this month in Seattle. More than 100 peo-
ple attended, and about 45 people spoke. 
Another meeting in Spokane drew similar 
numbers. Most people at the meetings 
were clearly medical marijuana advocates. 
So are most who have posted comments 

Local angle
In Clark County, local officials 

say a 60-day supply of marijuana for 
medical purposes is up to 3 ounces 
of harvested pot per patient; or nine 
plants, including three small start-
ers, three juveniles and three ma-
ture plants.

That rule has been challenged 
by at least one medical marijuana 
advocate. The standard was devel-
oped by the executive board of the 
Clark-Skamania Drug Task Force, 
assisted by the Clark County Pros-
ecutor’s Office.

On Page A4
■ Did you know?

“Public health trumps water on this issue. That is why I’m taking jurisdiction  
from this day forward.”

Bob Elliott, executive director of the Southwest Clean Air Agency

janet l. mathews/The Columbian
The fire at the former Steveson Co-Ply mill near Stevenson continues to smolder Wednesday as an air quality 
agency called it a public nuisance and ordered the owner to begin active efforts to extinguish it.

Mill owner ordered to extinguish fire
underwood water 
deemed safe to drink
The Columbian

State health officials Wednes-
day lifted a boil-water advisory 
issued Friday for the Underwood 
area after tests showed the water 
is now safe to drink.

Major firefighting efforts in the 
Columbia River Gorge last week 
drained local water supplies, caus-
ing Underwood’s water system to 
lose pressure in some areas. The 
pressure loss could have allowed 
contaminants to enter the water, 
so the state Department of Health 
and the Skamania County Public 
Utility District issued the boil-wa-
ter advisory as a precaution. The 
Underwood system serves 876 
residents. 

Water supplies have returned to 
normal, officials said, and excess 
air has been flushed from the sys-
tem. Water samples sent for bacte-
rial analysis came back indicating 
the water is safe. 

Official says allowing it to smolder is tainting air


