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APPROXIMATELY 250 MILLION 
FOOTBALLERS WORLDWIDE 

A wide-scale survey launched by FIFA in summer  
2000 indicates that over 240 million people 
regularly play football around the world, along 
with almost five million referees, assistant 
referees and officials who are also directly 
involved in the game. 
 
Apart from the revelation that there are over 240 
million active footballers – one in every twenty-
five of the world’s population – a fact which on its 
own corroborates football’s position as the 
number one sport in the world – there are several 
other salient facts: 
 

� in the Americas and in Europe the 
proportion of people who participate in 
football is substantially higher than in 
other parts of the world where are still 
huge resources of potential players;  

� without counting children and the 
occasional player, the records reveal that 
the following countries have the highest 
proportion of participants in the game: 
USA (well nigh 18 million), Indonesia (10 

million), PR China (7.2 million), Mexico 
(7.4 million), Brazil (7 million) and 
Germany (6.3 million). 

� there are over 20 million women 
footballers, 80% of whom are juniors or 
still in their teens, which demonstrates 
that the growing popularity for women’s 
football is not only the prerogative of 
North America. 

� football is played worldwide by more than 
1.5 million teams and in 300,000 clubs; 
the majority of people, however, play 
outside of the officially organised sphere. 

 

80% RESPONSE 
 
In what is colloquially known as the BIG COUNT 
survey, FIFA enquired among all 204 member 
national associations and almost 80% of them, 
including all the major associations, responded. 
 
The results were attained, consolidated and 
completed by scientific statistical methods. 
Evaluations and information gleaned from other 
inquiries were integrated into the survey-. 

 

FIFA AFC CAF CONCACAF CONMEBOL OFC UEFA

PLAYERS/JUGADORES/ 
JOUEURS/SPIELER 

242,378 105,290 22,585 38,560 22,056 1,276 52,611

% of population 4.1 3.0 2.9 8.4 6.5 4.4 6.7

Male/Masculina/ 
Hommes/Männer 

220,494220,494220,494220,494 99,192 21,140 28,047 21,357 1,182 49,567

Female/Femenina/ 
Femmes/Frauen 

21,88421,88421,88421,884 6,098 1,445 10,513 690 94 3,044

For more information on the FIFA Big Count, please click:  
 
http://images.fifa.com/images/pdf/IP-499_01E_BigCount.html 


