
January 5, 1861 - "The Effect"

The idea of coercive measures by the Federal Government is having its natural 
effect upon the Southern mind. All hope of final adjustment of our national 
troubles being abandoned, the people of the South are preparing for the 
performance of their next highest duty—resistance to coercion or invasion. By 
despatches published this morning, it will be seen that the people of Florida, 
Georgia and Alabama have taken possession of the forts and other military 
establishments within our borders, and are otherwise preparing for the exercise 
of that highest of all rights—the right of self-defense. To this evident 
determination upon their part to defend themselves and their institutions, every 
true Southern heart will respond a cordial Amen. If collision at arms be 
inevitable, be the God of Battles upon the side of right, justice, and the South.
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