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Welcome to COMPUS Communiqué

I am pleased to introduce COMPUS Communiqué, an e-bulletin about the Canadian Optimal Medication 
Prescribing and Utilization Service (COMPUS). 

Our consultations with health care providers, professional associations, pharmaceutical manufacturers, 
patient groups, health ministry representatives and others across Canada have made it clear that there is 
tremendous support for COMPUS and great interest in following its development. We created COMPUS 
Communiqué to keep you up-to-date on program activities, and ensure that you are aware of upcoming 
opportunities to provide us with information and advice in specific areas as the program moves forward.  

I encourage you to forward this copy of COMPUS Communiqué to others interested in supporting 
effective, evidence-based practices in medication prescribing and use.

Barbara Wells,
Director, COMPUS

About COMPUS

COMPUS is a collaborative, national service funded by Health Canada and delivered by the 
Canadian Coordinating Office for Health Technology Assessment (CCOHTA). Canada’s Deputy 
Ministers of Health approved plans for the establishment of COMPUS and priority areas were 
identified by the Federal / Provincial /Territorial Pharmaceutical Issues Committee.

COMPUS will make recommendations on the most effective ways to use specific drugs, based on 
an objective, rigorous evaluation of the scientific evidence as well as consultation with physicians, 
medical specialists, health economists, clinical pharmacists and other experts from across Canada. 

As we strive to become the Canadian centre for information and education on the optimal 
prescribing and use of medications, COMPUS will provide:

■     Concise, evidence-based information about the effective use of medicines and issues 
related to drug prescribing

■     Advice, tools and proven strategies to help health care providers and consumers use this 
information

There are thousands of projects and programs underway in Canada and around the world to 
improve the use of medications.  COMPUS will build on the best of these, to create efficiencies and 
reduce duplication of effort.
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COMPUS is working to release recommendations on the use of proton pump inhibitors (“PPIs”) for 
treating certain gastrointestinal problems by the end of December 2005. 

Future topics include:

■     Diabetes management
■     Anti-hypertensives (drugs to treat high blood pressure)

A Commitment to Information Sharing

Transparency and open communications are important principles on which the work of COMPUS is 
based. The COMPUS Directorate is committed to sharing information with all interested parties, and to 
this end, has undertaken a range of public consultation initiatives since the program’s inception.

From September to December 2004, COMPUS held 14 consultation sessions in 10 communities 
across Canada. Approximately 500 people attended, including representatives from the 
pharmaceutical industry, health ministries, academia, associations representing physicians, 
pharmacists and nurses, and patient advocacy groups. A report summarizing the feedback from 
these sessions is available here.

In June 2005, COMPUS held an open meeting in Ottawa to outline its proposed procedures and obtain 
preliminary feedback.  More than 60 people attended. A report summarizing the feedback from the 
session is available here. The information presented at the consultation session was later posted on 
CCOHTA’s Web site, along with an invitation for any interested parties to provide input and suggestions. 
Responses were received from a wide range of health care professionals and associations, academics 
and pharmaceutical companies from across Canada.

This past summer, COMPUS issued a request for assistance in identifying medical guidelines and 
consensus reports that contain recommendations on the prescribing and use of PPIs. This step 
complemented our comprehensive literature search and helped ensure that no important existing 
information was overlooked.  A range of health care professionals responded, including the Canadian 
Association of Gastroenterology, the Canadian Medical Association, and pharmaceutical companies. The 
final list of guidelines and consensus reports is available here.

The MPUP Collection

In March of 2005, COMPUS launched the Medication Prescribing and Use Project (MPUP) Collection. 
The MPUP Collection is an online catalogue of projects and programs intended to improve drug 
prescribing and use. Projects are contributed and described by those involved. This online resource of 
local, regional, provincial and national projects helps foster a community of people working to improve 
medication prescribing and use in Canada and supports our goal of building on existing initiatives.

For more information about how health care professionals and consumers can become part of a 
community that aims to bring about more effective use of prescription drugs and improved health 
outcomes in Canada, visit the MPUP Collection.

Incidentally, we are holding the MPUP Collection Fall Draw to encourage new contributions. 
Organizations and individuals who contribute to the MPUP Collection by November 20, 2005 are eligible 
for great prizes. More details on the Fall Draw are available here. 

Mark Your Calendar
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https://www.ccohta.ca/mpup/index_e.cfm
file:///Z|/Web/compus/compus_mpup_fall-draw_e.cfm
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Watch for the following opportunity in October 2005 to provide input to COMPUS:

Detailed COMPUS procedures for developing best practice recommendations will be posted (www.
ccohta.ca) for public input before they are finalized.

COMPUS is Hiring!

Interested in joining a dynamic, new team of professionals intent on “making a difference”?  You can 
learn more about career opportunities with COMPUS and CCOHTA’s other programs here.
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English version

Dites-nous ce que vous pensez 
du Communiqué du SCPUOM. 

Vos commentaires sont 
importants pour nous.

Voici le tout nouveau Communiqué du SCPUOM

Il me fait plaisir de vous présenter le Communiqué du SCPUOM, un bulletin électronique au sujet du 
Service canadien de prescription et d’utilisation optimales des médicaments (SCPUOM).

Nos consultations avec les fournisseurs de soins de santé, les associations professionnelles, les 
fabricants de produits pharmaceutiques, les groupes de patients, les représentants du ministère de la 
Santé et d’autres intéressés de partout au Canada nous indiquent clairement que le SCPUOM reçoit un 
appui important et que l’on est grandement intéressé à suivre son développement. Nous avons créé le 
Communiqué du SCPUOM pour vous tenir au fait des activités du programme et pour veiller à ce que 
vous soyez au courant des occasions à venir de sorte que vous puissiez nous fournir des 
renseignements et nous donner des conseils dans certains domaines au fur et à mesure que le 
programme va de l’avant.

Je vous encourage à faire parvenir cet exemplaire du Communiqué du SCPUOM à toute autre personne 
intéressée à appuyer l’adoption de pratiques efficaces et fondées sur des données probantes dans la 
prescription et l’utilisation des médicaments.

Barbara Wells,
Directrice, SCPUOM

À propos du SCPUOM

Le SCPUOM est un service national conjoint financé par Santé Canada et offert par l’Office 
canadien de coordination de l’évaluation des technologies de la santé (OCCETS). Les sous-
ministres canadiens de la Santé ont approuvé les plans pour l’établissement du SCPUOM, et les 
domaines prioritaires ont été déterminés par le Comité fédéral-provincial-territorial des questions 
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