
 MYCENAEAN (Linear b) – ENGLISH 
Glossary 

 
 Foreword 

The Linear B is the first Greek writing system. This was used between the 14 th and 12 th century B.C..Linear B was first deciphered 
by Michael G. Ventris, in 1952. Linear B was found initially at Knossos in Crete island and the other centers of Mycenaen 
civilization on Greek mainland, Pylos, Mycenes, Thiba Tyrintha. The script was found in the form of clay tablets.The Linear B was 
used for writing by the Mycenaen and consists about 90 signs, each representing a syllable and there are signs for vowels a, e, i, o, 
u. Also there are arithmetic sings. 

How to read 
First there is the original word as written on the tablet (   ) , next comes the first transcription in the Latin writing system (a-pu ), 
continuing with the restoration of the genuine Greek word (¢pÝ) . Finally there is the word translated in English. “F” is the classic 
Greek letter δίγαµµα same with the English letter W .In Greek Mycenaen language there is not discrimination between R and L. 
Also, in several prohellenic words we can not discriminate the letters D and L(R) 
The dictionary is suggestive and does not contain all the words from the tablets. Many of the words written on the tables can not be 
easily translated in English. 

Abbreviations 
(m.h.n.) male human name (f.h.n.) female human name (m.n.) month name (c.n) city name (p.n) place name (P) prohellenic word 
(Etym.) etymology 
 
 

Translated words 

  ai-ka-sa-ma a„xm¦nj points heads 
 

ai-za a‡za goat 
 

 a-ja-me-na a„asmšnoj with symbols  
 
  a-ka-ta-jo 'Akta‹oj (m.h.n.) Etym. ¢ktÇ = coast  
 

 a-ke ¥gei leads, guides  
 

 a-ke-ro  ¥ggeloj messenger  
 
  a-ke-ti-ri-a ¢sk»tria decorator (female) 
 
  a-ke-u 'AlkeÚj (m.h.n.) Etym. ¢lkÇ = power  
 
   ¤gria wild  
 

 a-ko-ro ¢grÕj field/country  
 

 a-ko-so-ne ¤xonej axes  
 

  a-ku-ro ¢rgÚrw silver  
 
  a-mi-ni-so 'AmnisÕ$ (p.n) P  
 

 a-mo-ta §rmota wheels  
 

  a-na-mo-to ¢n£rmostoi not assembled  
 

  a-ne-mo ¢nšmwn winds (plural) 



 
 a-ne-ta ¤neta with no taxes Etym. from word ¢n…hmi= free  
 

 a-ni-ja ¡n…ai reins  
 

 a-no-we ¢nî#ej vessel type with no handle  
 

 a-pa-ta-wa ”Apta#ra (c.n) P  
 

 a-pi-e-ke ¢mfišcei contain  
 

 a-pi-go-ro ¢mfi#gÒloi`i chamberlains  
 

 a-po-re-we ¡mforÁ#ej amphora (plural) 
 

  a-po-te-ra ¢mfÒterai both  
 

 a-pu ¢pÝ from  
 
   a-pu-do-si ¢pÚdosij attribution  
 

a-pu-ko-wo-ko ¢mpuk#orgo… craftsman of horse veil (plural) 
 
  a-ra-ka-te-ja ¢lakate‹ai threads (plural female) Etym. = ¢lak£th distaff  
 

 a-ra-ru-wo-a  ¢rar#Òa  (with) connects  
 

 a-re-ka-sa-da-ra 'Alex£ndra (f.h.n.) Etym. ¢lšxw= protect + ¢n»r = man  
 

 a-re-pa  ¢leif£ ointment  
 

 a-ro-a ¢r…oa better perfect  
 

 a-ro-u-ra ¥roura plow , lister  
 

 a-sa-mi-to ¢s£minqo$ bath (P) 
 

 a-ta-ra-si-o ¢tal£nsioi with no weigh of cooper (plural) 
 
  a-ti-ja  ¡nt…a  slanting beam Etym ¢nt… = contrarily, anti.. ,  
 

 a-to-mo ¢rqmÒj band of workers  
 

 a-to-ro-go ¢nqè#kw  human  
 
 da-da-re-jo-de Daid£lion temple name Etym. From name Da…daloj (P)  
 

 da-mi-ni-ja L£mnia ship name (P) 
 

 da-mo d£moj village , community  
 
 da-mo-ko-ro damokÒroj the overseer of village  
  da-pu-ri-to-jo  labur…nqeio  temple name (P)  l£bruj = axe 



 
  da-so-mo daismo‹j tie , bind (plural) 
 

da-wo Davos? village name (P) 
 

 de-de-me-no dedemšno corded  
 
 de-mi-ni-a dšmnia bedclothes  
 
 de-re-u-ko dleÚkoj grape must  
 
 de-u-ki-jo-jo DeÚkioj (month name) 
 
   di-pa d…paj cup  
 

 di-pte-ra difqšra leather  
 
 di-we Di#…ei (Zeus) God name (dative) 
 

 do-e-ra doÚela slave (female) 
 

do-ra dîra gifts  
 
 do-ro-me-u DromeÚj (m.h.n.) Etym. drÒmoj = road  
 
 do-se dèsei give  
 

 do-so-mo dosmÕn offer  
 

 do-we-jo dor#e…o made of wood, created using wood  
 

 du-ru-to-mo drÚtomeij woodcutters Etym. drÚj =oak + tom» =cut  
 
  du-wo-we dÚ#oej vessel type with two handles  
 

 e-ge-ta ˜kštaj attendant  
 

 e-ka-ra ™sc£ra grill  
 

 e-ke Ÿcei have  
 

 e-ki-no ˜c…noj urchin , porcupine (male human surname ) 
 
  e-ko-me-no 'ErcÒmenoj (p.n) Etym. œrcomai = come 
 

e-ko-si  œconsi have (dative)  
 

 e-ko-to “Ektwr (m.h.n.)  
 

 e-ma-ta ›rmata straps 
 

 e-mi-to ›misqon person paid for working , rented animal or land  
 

 e-ne-ka ›neka because of…. , due to  



 
 e-pi ™pˆ on ,upon (same with Ñpˆ) 

 
  e-pi-ki-to-ni-ja ™picitènia mantles Etym. ™pˆ =on + citèn = mantle  
 

 e-pi-ko-wo ™p…ko#oi pay attention Etym. ™pˆ =on + ko#šo = listen , (watch for) 
 

  e-po-mi-jo ™pèmio shoulder strap Etym. ™pˆ =on + ðmoj = shoulder  
 

 e-ra “Hrai Goddess name  
 

 e-ra-pe-ja ™l£feia (material taken from) deer Etym. Ÿl£foj =deer  
 

 e-ra-wa ™la…#a olive tree  
 

 e-ra-wo  œla#on oil  
 
  e-re-mo ™rÁmon desert 
 

 e-re-pa-to ™lšfantoj ivory Etym. ™lšfantaj = elephant  
 

 e-re-ta   ™rštai  rowers  
 

e-re-u-te-ro-se ™leuqšrwse set free Etym. ™leÚqeroj = free (person) 
 

  e-re-u-ti-ja 'Eleuq…a Goddess name (goddess of parturition ) 
 

 e-ri-ka ˜l…kaj willow tree  
 

 e-ru-mi-ni-ja ™lÚmnia stilt ,ridgepole  
 

 e-ru-ta-ra ™ruqraˆ red (plural) 
 

 e-to-ki-ja  ™nto…cia  enwalled  
 

 e-u-ke-to eÜceto… wishes  
 

e-u-po-ro-wo EÜplo#oj (m.h.n.) Etym. eÜ- = good + plšw = sail  
 

  e-u-ru-da-mo EÙrÚdamoj (m.h.n.) Etym. eÙrÚj = wide + d£moj =village  
 
 ga-si-re-u gk#asileÚj local leader  
 
 ge gk#š and  
 

 ge-ra-na gk#šrana specific type of vase  
 

 ge-ro gk#šlia bracelet  
 

ge-to g#štoj specific type of vase  
 

ge-to-ro-we g#ketrî#ej specific type of a vase  
 
 gi-ra g#…la baby  



 
 gi-ri-ja-to gr…ato buy  
 

 gi-si-pe-e x…fh swords 
 
 go-u-ka-ra g#ouk£ra (decorative object ) Etym. gboàj = cow + k£ra = head  
 

  go-u-ko-ro g#oukÒloi cowherds  
 

 i-do-me-ne-ja 'Idomšneia (f.h.n) 
 

i-go ƒkk#oi horses  
 

 i-ja-te „at»r doctor physician  
 

 i-je-re-ja ƒere…a priestess (female) 
 

 i-je-we ƒe#e… son (dative) 
 

 i-pi-a ƒpp…a arm  
 
 i-te-ja-o ƒstei£wn spar (plural) 
 

 ka-da-mi-ja kard£meia cardamom  
 
  ka-ke-we calkÁ#ej coppersmiths  
 

 ka-ko calkÒn copper  
 

 ka-ko-de-ta  calkÒdeta bind with cooper  
 

  ka-ma k£ma field  
 

 ka-na-ko kn©koj crocus (plant crocus sativus) 
 
  ka-na-pe-u knafeÚj the man who card the wool  
 

ka-pi-ni-ja kapn…aj chimney Etym. kapnÒj = smoke  
 

 ka-ra-re-we clarÁ#ej amphora type  
 

 ka-ra-wi-po-ro klai#ifÒroj switchman Etym. kl#a…j = key + fšrw = bring  
 

ka-ro ca…roj  pork (P) 
 
 ka-tu-ro kanqul…wn cargo (plural) 
 

 ke-ka-u-me-no kekaumšnoj burnt  
 

  ke-ke-me-na kekemšna lease field (plural) 
 

 ke-ra-me-we keramÁ#ej workers of ceramics  
 

 ke-re-a skšlea legs, limbs (plural) 



 
 ke-re-si-jo Kr»sioj (m.h.n.) Etym. Krhs…a = Crete (island) 

 
 ke-se-nu-wi-ja  xšn#ia foreign  

 
    ki-ta-no k…rtanoj (plant pistacia terebintus) 
 

 ki-ti-me-na kt…mena field  
 

ki-to c…twn tunic  
 

ki-wo k…#wn column  
 

 ko-ki-re-ja kocl…aj (decorative object) Etym. kocl…aj = snail  
 

 ko-ma-we-te-ja koma#šnteia Goddess surname Etym. kÒmh = (rich) hair  
 

  ko-no sko‹noi kind bush (plural) 
 
   ko-no-so KnwssÕj (c.n)(P) 
 

  ko-re-te koret»r governor  
 

  ko-ri-ja-da-na kor…adna coriander (plant) (plural) 
 

 ko-ri-to KÒrinqoj (c.n) P  
 

ko-ru kÒruj helmet  
 

 ko-so-u-to xoàqoj blond (male) 
 

ko-to-na kto…na estate  
 

ko-wa kÒr#ai girls  
 

ko-wo kÒr#oi boys  
 

Ku-do-ni-ja Kudwn…a (c.n) (P) 
 

 ku-ke-re-u KukleÚj (m.h.n.) Etym. kÚkloj = cycle  
 

ku-mi-no kÚminon cumin  
 

 ku-na-ja gkuna…a woman  
 

ku-na-ke-ta-i kunagštai hunters Etym. kÚwn = dog + ¥gw = lead  
 

ku-pa-ri-se-ja kupar…sia  made of cypress  
 

ku-pa-ro kÚperoj (plant cyperus rotundus) 
 

ku-ru-so crusÒj gold (P) 
 

 ku-wa-no-wo-ko kuano#rgÒj worker of lapis lazuli and glass  



 
ma-ka-wo Mac£wn (m.h.n.) Etym. m£ch = battle  

 
ma-ra-tu-wo m£raq#on fennel (plant) (P) 

 
 ma-ri mal… wool  

 
ma-te-re mat»r mother  

 
me-no mhnÒj month  

 
me-re-ti-ri-ja  melštriai mill workers (female)  

 
me-re-u-ro  mšleuron flour  

 
me-ri mšli honey  

 
  me-ri-du-ma-te melidoÚmatej accountable man of honey (honey administrator) (plural) 

 
    me-ta  met£ after  

 
 me-wi-jo mše…#o`a little in quantiy  

 
me-zo-e-mi mšzo`a much in quantity  

 
mi-ta m…nqa mint (plant) (P) 

 
mi-to-we-sa miltÒ#esai madder , very red  

 
mo-ri-wo-do mÒli#doj lead (metal) (P) 

   mu-jo-me-no muiomšnw people who have been intitaded (singular) 
 
 na-u-do-mo naudÒmoi shipbuilders (plural) Etym. naÚj = ship + domî =duild  
 
 na-wi-jo n£#io (from the) temple Etym. naÒj = temple 
 

ne-wa nš#a new (female) 
 

no-pe-re-e (a)nwfelš ˜ not work Etym. a(privative) + çfelî = avail  
 

o-da-o ÑdaÒ? too , also  
 

o-da-twe-ta ÐdÒnta#šnta with tooth Etym. ÑdÒntoj = tooth + fšrw= bring  
 

o-do-ke Ódoke ( he) gave  
 

o-ka Ñca… hold  
 

o-ke-re-se æ ¥grhse take (uptake ) 
 

o-na-to ÑnatÕn lease field  
 



o-no ðnoi donkeys  
 

 o-pa-wo-ta Ñp£#orta tackle Etym. Ñpˆ =on + fÒrtoj = cargo , load  
 

 o-pe-ro  Ñfe…lwn owe  
 

 o-pi-a-ra Ñpˆala coastal Etym. Ñpˆ =on + ¤lj =sea 
 
   o-pi-da-mi-jo Ñpid£mioi accountable man of village (plural)  
 

o-pi-i-a-ja-pi Ñp…aiafi blinkers   
 

o-pi-ka-pe-e-we ÑpiskafeÚj accountable man of ships  
 

 o-pi-ri-mi-ni-jo 'Opil…mnioj (m.h.n.) Etym. Ñpˆ = on + l…mnh = lake  
 

 o-pi-su-ko ÑpisukÒj accountable man of figs Etym. Ñpˆ = on + sÚkon = fig  
 

 o-po-go  Ñpè#kw  blinker   
 

 o-re-ta 'Oršstaj (m.h.n.) Etym. Ôroj = mountain  
 

 o-ri-ko Ñl…goj few (male) 
 

 o-te Óte when  
 

o-u-di-do-si oÙ d…donsi not giving (dative) 
 

o-u-ge oÜ#ke neither  
 

o-u-ru-to ÑouroÚtoi guard Etym. Ðrî = watch for… , stare  
 

 pa-i-to FaistÕj (c.n.) P  
 

pa-ka-na f£sgana (small) sword  
 

 pa-ke-te-re paktÁrej stake  
 
 pa-ko-we faskÒfen sage (plant) 
 

 pa-ma-ko f£rmakon medicine  
 

pa-ra - par¦   (preposition) 
 

  pa-ra-jo palai£ old (things) 
 

 pa-ra-ku-ja par£k#ia ( type of dress) 
 

pa-ra-wa-jo para#a…w whiskers, (part of a helmet put on the cheeks) 
 
  pa-si p©si all , everyone and everything  
 

 pa-ta-jo palta…oi`… arrows  
 



 pa-te  pat»r  father  
 

 pa-we-a par#ša (type) cloth  
 

 pa-wo-ke-te pan#orgîn te all the workers  
 

 pe-di-ra pšdila sandals  
 

 pe-ko-to plektÒ knitwear 
 

pe-ma spšrma seed  
 

 pe-pu-te-me-no pefuthmšnon planted field  
 
    pe-re fšrei bring  
 

 pe-ru-si-nu-wo perusin#Ò last year  
 

pi-pi-tu-na Pipituna ? Goddess name (P) 
 

  pi-ri-ja-o fli£wn lintel  
 

 pi-ri-je-te priet»r  ivory worker  Etym prišn = saw  
 

 pi-ro-we-ko FilÒ#ergoj (h.n.m) Etym. f…loj = friend + ›rgon = work  
 

po-da spond©j libations (genitive) 
 

 po-ge-wi-ja  forg#eia…  headstall  
 

po-ki-ro-nu-ka poikilÒnuca with different nails (decorative object ) Etym. poik…la= different + Ônucaj = nail  
 

po-me-ne poimšnej shepherd  
 

  po-ni-ki-ja foin…kiai purple (color)(plural) 
 

 po-ni-ki-jo foin…kion palm tree? 
 

� po-o-e-ke-te-ri-ja proektšria pokers nippers, 
 

 po-ro pîloi foals  
 

   po-ro-te-u PrwteÚj (m.h.n.) Etym. prîtoj =first  
 

  po-ro-u-te-u PlouteÚj (m.h.n.) Etym.ploÚtoj = riches  
 

   po-ro-wi-to-jo Plw#isto‹oj month name Etym. plšw = sail  
 

  po-ru-po-de polupÒdej octopus Etym. polÚ =many + pÒdion = foot  
 

Po-ti-ni-a Potn…a (The Great Lady ) Goddess surname Etym. pÒtij (male) = the master  
 

po-ti-ro pont…lo… sailors Etym. pÒntoj = (sea) bridge  
 



  pte-re-wa ftelš#a elm tree  
 

  pu-ra-u-to-ro pÚraustron tongs Etym. pÚr = fire  
 
    pu-te-ri-ja futer…a plantation  

�ra-pte ·£ptej tailors  
 

  ra-su-to L£sunqoj (c.n) (P)  
 

ra-to Latë(c.n) (P) 
 

ra-wa-ke-si-o la#agšsion (house) of  la#agštaj  
 

 ra-wa-ke-ta la#agštaj military leader Etym. laÒj = people + ¥gw = lead drive  
 

re-a ršna nose  
 

 re-ke-to-ro-te-ri-jo lecestrwt»rion (religious feast) Etym lšcoj = bed + strÒnumi = spread , (make the bed) 
 

re-po-to leptÒn thin  
 

re-u-ko-nu-ko leukÒnuco (decorative object) with white nails leukÒ= white+Ônucaj = nail 
 

 re-wo Lšwn (m.h.n.) Etym. lšwn = lion  
 

 re-wo-to-ro-ko le#otrocÒoj Accountable man of bath Etym lš#o = bathe , wash + cšw = pour (water)  
 

 ri-jo r…on cape  
 

 ri-me-ne limšnej port (plural) 
 

ri-no linÒn linen  
 

sa-ma-ra Sam£ra (p.n.) Etym. s©ma= (point, mark) monument  
 

sa-pa sapa ? type dress  
 

sa-pi-de sarp…dej boxes  
 

sa-sa-ma s£sama sesame (P) 
 

se-ri-no sšlinon celery (P) 
 

 si-a-ro s…aloi porks  
 

si-to s…toj  wheat  
 

  su-go-ta sugkbÒtai porks herders  
 

su-ri-mo SÚlimoj (c.n) (P) 
 

ta-pe-ja t£peia carpets (plural) 
 



ta-ra-nu-we qr£nuej beams  
 

   ta-ta-mo staqmÒj stylobate  
 

te-ke qÁke put,set  
 

te-me-no tšmenoj temple  
 

 te-mi-dwe-ta termid#šnta wheel with teeth  
 

  te-o-do-ra Qeodèra (f.h.n.) 
 

te-o-i Qeo‹`i Gods  
 

te-re-ta telest£j master of ceremonies  
 

  ti-ri-o-e-we triî#ej with three handle (decorative object) 
 

ti-ri-po-de tr…podej with three foots (decorative object) 
 

ti-ri-po-di-ko tripod…skoi small disk with easel (plural) 
 

  to-ko-do-mo toicodÒmoi building workers Etym. to‹coj = wall + domî = build  
 

  to-ko-so-wo-ko toxo#orgo… arcs workers Etym. tÒxon =arc  
 

  to-no-e-ke-te-ri-o qronoelkt»rion (religious feast) Etym. QrÒnoj = throne + ›lkw = pull  
 

to-pa tÒrpaj basket  
 

  to-pe-za tÒrpeza table  
 

 to-ra-ke qèrakej thorax  
 

 to-so tÒso so many  
 

 to-to toàto this  
 

 tu-ka-te qugat»r daughter  
 

  tu-ri-so TulisÕj (c.n) (P) 
 

  tu-na-no (type dress ?) 
 

tu-ro tàroi cheeses  
 

tu-we-a qÚ#ea perfume  
 

  u-po ÙpÕ under  
 

  wa-na-ka #£nax King (P) 
 

 wa-na-ka-te-ro #anakatšroio The house of King , palace  
 



wa-tu #£stu urban , civil  
 

 we-e-wi-ja #u#h…a (material taken from) porks (plural) 
 

we-je-we uƒ#ej vines  
 

  we-ka-ta #erg£tai workers  
 

 we-re-ne-ja #rhne…a (material taken from) lamps (plural) 
 

  we-to #štoj the running year  
 

  wi-de #e…de see  
 

wi-na-to F…natoj (c.n) (P) 
 

  wo-ka #Òkca (horse) vehicle  
 

wo-ko  #o‹koj  home  
 

 wo-no-wa-ti-si #oino#£stisi gardens with vines Etym. #o…noj = wine (P) 
 
  wo-wo #or#o… limits  
 

 za-we-te tza#štej this year  
 

  ze-u-ke-si zeugeàsi span (dative) Etym. zeÚgoj = pair, doublet  
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The dictionary  created  by Gavalas Markos  
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Many thanks to Curtis Clark 
for his Linear B font.  
http://www.csupomona.edu/~jcclark/fonts/  
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