Recommendations of the European Conference on Sex Work,
Human Rights, Labour and Migration Brussels 2005

The following recommendations were formulated by sex workers and their allies.
They contain the key recommendations on the protection of sex workers’ human
rights, violence against sex workers, labour rights, migration and trafficking.

This is a summary of the main recommendations. The full list will be included in our
report and used to advocate and lobby sex workers rights in Europe.

Prostitution policies

Policies that aim to make sex work invisible and that exclude sex workers from public
places, add to the stigma, the social exclusion and the vulnerability of sex workers.
We reject the double morals that allow prostitution only when it is hidden. All laws
and measures that undermine the dignity and self determination of sex workers
should be abolished. Sex workers have the right to represent themselves. They
should be part of any debate on laws, policies and measures that affect their lives.
Self organization of sex workers should be supported.

Sex Workers Rights are Human Rights

Governments should protect the human rights of all sex workers, female, male and
transgender, migrant and domestic. These are common and accepted rights that
apply to every citizen and that governments already have signed up to, but are
denied to sex workers

Sex Work is Work

Sex work is work and a profession, sex workers are workers and must be recognized
as such.

We demand the protection of our labour, social and human rights on an equal
footing with other workers, especially social rights such as access to social security,
health care and minimum wages.

Sex workers, including migrant workers, should be able to work legally.

Governments should ensure safe and healthy working conditions for sex workers,
similar to other workers. Mandatory medical checks and mandatory police
registration, to which only sex workers are submitted, and other discriminatory
measures should be abolished.



Violence against sex workers

Sex workers should have the right to unite and to work together to protect
themselves from violence. Laws that prohibit sex workers to work together should be
abolished.

Sex workers should have the right to support and protection when they are faced
with violence, irrespective of their immigration status.

Migrants rights are human rights

The EU should integrate a human rights impact assessment in all anti-trafficking and
migration policies and programmes in order to protect and promote the rights of
migrant sex workers and trafficked persons.

In order to protect their human rights, in particular the right to a legal remedy, the
EU should provide migrant sex workers and trafficked persons with appropriate
residency permits in order to ensure them effective access to justice.

Migrant sex workers and trafficked persons, regardless of their immigration status,
should have access to support services, including housing, education, vocational
training, psycho social counseling and legal assistance, in order to protect their
human rights.



