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	User Functions	
	

  Username:

  

  
  Password:

  

  




Lost your password?





	


	
	PDF Hacks	
	

Take  a look, then buy the book! Thanks for supporting pdftk— Sid






	


	
	What's New	
	
STORIES
No new stories

COMMENTS last 2 days
No new comments


LINKS last 2 weeks
No recent new links








	


	
	Poll	
	
What is your PDF platform?

  
    Windows NT/9x

  Windows 2k

  Windows XP

  Linux

  FreeBSD

  Mac Classic

  Mac OS X 10.3

  Mac OS X 10.4

  Solaris

  AIX


  
  Results


4,309 votes | 7 comments








	


	
	Poll	
	
How do you use PDF?

  
    Publishing

  Reporting

  Reading

  Printing, Then Reading

  Prepress

  Collecting Data (Forms)

  Scanning/OCR

  Archiving

  I Run Screaming from PDF


  
  Results


1,299 votes | 1 comments








	


	
	Poll	
	
Which version of Acrobat is your favorite?

  
    Acrobat 3

  Acrobat 4

  Acrobat 5

  Acrobat 6

  Acrobat 7

  Acrobat is for wimps. I use Vim to edit PDF.


  
  Results


1,606 votes | 6 comments
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        	Fill PDF Forms Using an HTML Front-End
	   
	
            	
                        Tuesday, May 10 2005 @ 01:18 PM PDT

                        Contributed by: Admin

                        Views: 22,549
                
	I wrote an article for MacTech Magazine (Nov. 2004 ed.) about collecting form data using HTML forms and then packing this data into a PDF form for download.  I posted the code online, along with a working example.

While merging data into a PDF form is old news to pdftk users, this example has an interesting twist.  It uses pdftk's dump_data_fields operation to discover exactly what the PDF form wants, then creates a dynamic HTML form using this information.  I.e., it automatically creates an HTML form to match your PDF form.

This HTML form is bare-bones, but it makes a good foundation for your web interface.  It helps if you fill in the PDF fields' "Short Description," available via Acrobat's field properties dialog.

My MacTech article described the process in detail and introduced the reader to related topics, such as PDF forms, pdftk, and the FDF format.  This artcile offers some tips on getting started and shows how to discover form field data using pdftk.  Download the example PHP code here.

I haven't tested this on Adobe's new-fangled Acrobat 7 forms.



Before you start, visit the online example to get an idea for how this is supposed to work.  This is also where you download the PHP source code.

First, see if you can get my example code running on your web server.  If you need a web server on your Windows machine, look into IndigoPerl.  Access it by pointing your browser to http://localhost/.  Add material to your local web page via C:indigoperlapachehtdocs, or similar.


Get it working?  Now, take the original files from my example and re-create the formtx.5.pdf.fields file.  It is created from the formtx.5.pdf form using pdftk:



  pdftk formtx.5.pdf dump_data_fields output formtx.5.pdf.fields



Web page still working?  Now, open formtx.5.pdf in Acrobat and try changing some of the fields.  Save, then recreate the *.fields file.  How does it look, now?


When you're comfortable with the process, try using your own PDF form instead of formtx.5.pdf.  The "formtx.5.pdf" filename ~is~ hard-coded into my example code.  Either use the same filename, or edit the PHP code.
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