
 The Middle East Military Balance at a Glance 
 Personnel Ground Forces 
 Regular Reserves Total Tanks Fighting 

vehicles  
Artillery  Ballistic 

missile 
launchers 

Eastern 
Mediterranean 

   

Egypt 450,000 254,000 704,000 ~3,000 3,680 ~3,530 24
Israel 186,500 445,000 631,500 3,700 7,710 1,348 +
Jordan 100,700 60,000 160,700 ~970 1,815 844 
Lebanon 61,400 61,400 280 1,235 ~335 
Palestinian Authority ~45,000 ~45,000   
Syria 289,000 132,500 421,500 3,700 ~5,060 2,990 ~45
Turkey 515,000 379,000 894,000 2,600 5,788 ~4,370 12
Subtotal 1,647,600 1,270,500 2,918,100 14,250 25,288 13,417 93

 
 Personnel Ground Forces 

 Regular Reserves Total Tanks Fighting 
vehicles  

Artillery  Ballistic 
missile 

launchers 

The Gulf   
Bahrain 7,400 7,400 180 277 48 9
Iran ~520,000 350,000 870,000 1,680 ~1,570 ~2,700 ~40
Iraq 133,500 133,500 0 0 0 0
Kuwait 15,500 24,000 39,500 318 ~530 ~100
Oman 34,000 34,000 151 ~385 148
Qatar 11,800 11,800 44 ~260 56
Saudi Arabia 171,500 20,000 191,500 750 ~4,630 ~410 12
UAE 65,500 65,500 532 ~1,200 405 6
Subtotal 959,200 394,000 1,353,200 3,655 8,852 3,867 67

 
 Personnel Ground Forces 

 Regular Reserves Total Tanks Fighting 
vehicles 

Artillery  Ballistic 
missile 

launchers 

North Africa and others   
Algeria 127,000 150,000 277,000 900 2,010 900
Libya 76,000 76,000 ~650 ~2,750 ~2,320 ~80
Morocco 145,500 150,000 295,500 640 1,120 1,060
Sudan 104,000 104,000 ~350 ~575 ~760
Tunisia 35,500 35,500 139 326 205
Yemen 65,000 200,000 265,000 ~715 ~495 ~675 10
Subtotal 553,000 500,000 1,053,000 3,394 7,276 5,920 90
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Air Force Air Defense Navy 

Combat 
aircraft  

Transport 
aircraft 

Helicopters  Heavy 
batteries 

Medium 
batteries 

Light 
launchers 

Submarines Combat 
vessels 

Patrol 
craft 

Eastern Mediterranean  
505 44 ~225 109 44 105 4 62 109
518 62 205 23 ~70 5 15 33
97 14 83 17 17 50  10

  16  20
    

451 23 225 108 68 55  16 8
397 90 462 24 86 12 84 102

1,968 233 1,216 281 129 366 21 177 282

 
Air Force Air Defense Navy 

Combat 
aircraft  

Transport 
aircraft 

Helicopters  Heavy 
batteries 

Medium 
batteries 

Light 
launchers 

Submarines Combat 
vessels 

Patrol 
craft 

The Gulf  
34 3 40 1 2 40  11 21

207 105 365 30 95 3 28 ~110
0 0 0 0 0  0 0

39 5 25 12 1  10 74
29 41 46 58  9 37
18 7 30 51  7 13

286 42 214 25 21  27 68
48 33 102 5 6 ~115  12 104

661 236 822 73 30 359 3 104 427

 
Air Force Air Defense Navy 

Combat 
aircraft  

Transport 
aircraft 

Helicopters  Heavy 
batteries 

Medium 
batteries 

Light 
launchers 

Submarines Combat 
vessels 

Patrol 
craft 

North Africa and others  
228 40 174 11 18 78 2 26 16
329 68 112 30 17 55  20
59 41 122 37  15 52
50 24 75 20  16
18 15 47 83  9 36
67 20 26 25 120  10 8

751 208 556 86 35 373 2 80 128

 
 


