“Transcendental Teachings of Prahlada” by His Divine Grace A C
Bhakti vedanta Swam Prabhupada.

COPYRI GHT NOTI CE: This is an eval uation copy of the printed version of
this book, and is NOT FOR RESALE. This eval uation copy is intended for
personal non-commercial use only, under the “fair use” guidelines
establ i shed by international copyright |aws. You nay use this electronic
file to evaluate the printed version of this book, for your own private
use, or for short excerpts used in acadeni c works, research, student
papers, presentations, and the |ike. You can distribute this evaluation
copy to others over the Internet, so long as you keep this copyright
infornation intact. You nmay not reproduce nore than ten percent (10% of
this book in any nedia without the express witten perm ssion fromthe
copyri ght hol ders. Reference any excerpts in the follow ng way:
“Excerpted from*“Transcendental Teachings of Prahlada” by A C

Bhakti vedanta Swam, courtesy of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
International, wwwKrishna.com”

This book and electronic file is Copyright 1973-2003 Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust International, 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angel es, CA 90034, USA.
Al rights reserved. For any questions, conments, correspondence, or to
eval uate dozens of other books in this collection, visit the website of
t he publishers, ww. Krishna.com

Chapter One

The Dear nost Person

Today | shall speak before you of the history of a boy devotee. Hi s
nane i s Prahlad Maharaja, and he was born in a famly which was
stubbornly atheistic. There are two kinds of nen in this world; one is
call ed the denmon, and the other is called the dem god. What is the
di fference between then? The main difference is that the deni gods or
godly persons are devoted to the Suprene Lord, whereas the denobns are
atheistic. They do not believe in God because they are materialists.
These two cl asses of men always exist in this world. At the present
monent, due to this age of Kali (Quarrel), the nunber of denons has
i ncreased, but the classification has existed since the beginning of
creation. This incident which | amnarrating to you occurred very, very

long ago, a fewmnllion years after the time of creation
Thi s boy Prahl ad Maharaja happened to be the son of the npst
at hei stic person and the nost materially powerful as well--so you will

be interested to hear this history. Because the society was
materialistic, this boy had no opportunity to glorify the Supreme Lord.
The characteristic of a great soul is that he is very eager to broadcast
glorification of the Supreme Lord. Lord Jesus Christ, for exanple, was
very much eager to broadcast the glorification of God, but denpniac
peopl e m sunderstood himand crucified him

Prahl ad Maharaja was a five-year-old boy, and, when he was in
school, as soon as there was a recreation period, when the teacher was



off, he would say to his friends, "My dear friends, conme on. W shal
speak about Krsna consciousness." | amjust opening a scene. This is
Sri mad- Bhagavat am Seventh Canto, Sixth Chapter. The devotee Prahlad is
saying, "My dear boys, ny dear friends, this is the tine, in this young
age, to prosecute Krsna consciousness." Before that, he had held

di scussions with his little friends, but they said, "Ch, we shall now
play. Wiy take up Krsna consci ousness?" In answer to this, Prahlad
Maharaja is stating, "If you are intelligent, then you nust begin Krsna
consci ousness from chil dhood!"

Sri mad- Bhagavat am of f ers bhagavat a- dharnma, or scientific know edge
about God. Bhagavatam neans the Suprene Personality of Godhead, and
dharnma neans the regul ative principles of understandi ng Krsna
consci ousness. This human formof life is very rare. It is a great
opportunity. Therefore, Prahlad says, "My dear friends, you are born as
civilized hunman beings, so this is the greatest opportunity."” Although
it is tenmporary--1 do not know what is the length of nmy life--it is
calculated that in this age the human body is neant to exist not nore
than a hundred years. But as the age of Kali advances, duration of life,
menory, nercy, religiousness and all other such assets decrease.

Al though it is tenporary, you can achi eve the highest perfection of
life while in this human form Wy is this so inportant? This is the
opportunity--you can understand the Suprenme Lord, the all-pervading
Lord. For other life forns this is not possible. By the gradua
evol utionary process we cone to this plane, so this is the opportunity,
this human formof life. By nature's law, a human body is ultimately
given to you so that you can pronote yourself to the spiritual life and
go back home, back to Godhead.

The ultimate goal of life is Visnu. In another verse, Prahl ad
Maharaja will say: "People who are in this material world, enanored by
the material energy, do not know what the goal of human life is." Wy?
They have been enchanted by the glaring external energy. They have
forgotten that they are spiritual energy. This is explained |later on
but here he says, "This life is an opportunity to understand the
ultimte goal of perfection, Visnu." Wiy should we be very anxious to
know Vi snu, or God? Prahlad Maharaja gives a reason: "Visnu is the
dear nost person. That we have forgotten.” W all seek for sone dear
friend--everyone searches in this way. A nman searches for dear
friendship in woman, and wonan searches for dear friendship in man. O
el se a nan searches in man, and wonan searches in wonman. Everyone
searches after sone dear friend, sone sweet friend. Wiy? W want the
cooperation of a dear friend who will help us. This is part of the
struggle for existence, and this is natural. But we do not know that our
nost dear friend is Visnu, the Suprene parcel of the Suprene Lord." That
is the platformof real understanding. Personality of Godhead. W are
searching after sonme dear friend, but we do not know who this dear
friend can be.

Those who have read Bhagavad-gita will find this nice verse in the
Fifth Chapter: "If you nake friendship with Krsna, the Suprene Lord,
then you can understand perfectly that everything that exists in this
world or other worlds is all the property of Krsna. He is the proprietor
and enjoyer of everything." Wiy are you perfornmng austerity? Wiy are
you performng religious rituals? Wiy are you giving in charity? Wy do
you engage in righteous activities? Wiatever fornulas you have
manuf actured are nmeant for pleasing the Suprene Lord, and not hing nore.



By your actions, by your righteous activities, when the Suprene Lord is
pl eased, you will get the result. If by your actions you want to gain
either nmaterial happiness or spiritual happiness, if you want to live on
this planet or on other planets, if you want to be a human being or you
want to be a tiger, cat or dog, whatever you |like you will get.
Therefore He is the nost sincere friend. Wiatever you want fromH m you
can get. But the intelligent man does not want anything that is
mat eri al ly contam nat ed.

In Bhagavad-gita you will find that Krsna says that one can el evate
oneself to the highest planet, which is known as Brahnmal oka, where the
duration of life is mllions and mllions of years. You cannot figure
the duration of life there; your arithnmetic will be ineffective. The
statenment in Bhagavad-gita is that Brahma's life is so |ong that
4,200, 000 years nmake one day to him Krsna says, "Watever position you
want, beginning fromthe ant right up to Brahma, you can have. But the
repetition of birth and death will be there. However, if, sonehow or
ot her, by dischargi ng Krsna consci ousness in devotional service, you
cone to Mg, then you don't have to cone back again to this miserable
material condition." Prahlad Maharaja said the sane thing: W are
searching for the nost dear friend, Krsna, the Suprene Lord. Wiy is He
the nost dear friend? By nature He is dear. Wiat is the dear nbst thing
wi thin yoursel f? Have you anal yzed? You are yourself the dearnost thing.
| amsitting here, but if there is a fire alarml shall at once take
care of nyself: "How can | save nysel f?" W forget our friends and even
our children: "Let nme first of all save nyself." Self-preservation is
the first law of nature. Atna, self, in the grossest sense refers to the
body. In the subtler sphere the mind is atma, and in the real sense atna
nmeans the soul. In the gross stage we are very fond of protecting the
body, and in a subtler stage we are very fond of protecting the m nd.

But above this nental, intellectual plane, where the atnosphere is
spiritualized, we can understand: "I amnot this nmind and not this body.
Aham brahmasm --1 am a part and Prahl ad Maharaja says that of all living
entities, Visnu is the suprene well-w sher. Therefore we are all
searching for Hm Wen a child cries, what does he long for? He | ongs
for the nmother. But he has no | anguage to express this. By nature, he
has his body, born of the nother's body, so there is an intinmate
relation with the nother's body. The child won't |ike any other wonan.
The child cries, but when the woman who is the child' s nother cones and
pi cks himup, at once he is pacified. He has no | anguage to express al
this, but the real demand is there. Simlarly, we are trying to protect
the body. This is self-preservation. It is a natural law of the living
entity, just as eating is a natural law and sleeping is a natural |aw. |
defend t he body because within the body there is soul

What is this soul? The soul is a part and parcel of the Suprene
Lord. As we want to protect the hand or the finger because it is a part
of the whole body, simlarly we try to save oursel ves because this is
t he defendi ng process of the Suprene. The Suprene does not need defense,
but this is a manifestation of our |love towards Hm which is now
perverted. The finger and the hand are neant to act in the interests of
t he whol e body; as soon as | want the hand to cone here, it cones, and
as soon as | want the finger to play on the drum it plays. This is the
natural position. Simlarly, we are searching for God, to dovetail our
energy for the Suprene, but, under the spell of illusory energy, we do
not know it. That is our m stake.



Now, here is an opportunity, in human life. You have cone to
under st and about Krsna consci ousness, about your real goal of Ilife,
because you are hunan beings. | cannot invite cats and dogs to sit down
here. That is the difference between cats and dogs and human bei ngs. A
human bei ng can understand the necessity of life. If he |loses the
opportunity, it is a great catastrophe.

Prahl ad Maharaja said, "God is the dearnost personality of all. W
have to search for God." Then what about the material necessities of
life? Prahlad Maharaja replies to this, "You are after sense
gratification. | know that. Sense gratification is automatically
achi eved by contact with this body." Because a hog has a certain type of
body, his sense gratification cones fromeating stool, the very thing
whi ch is npbst obnoxious to you. At once, after evacuating, you |leave to
get free fromthe bad snell--but the hog is waiting. As soon as you
evacuate, he will at once enjoy. O her aninals are not attracted because
one's formof pleasure-seeking is due to his particular body. There are
different types of sense gratification according to different types of
bodi es. Therefore, Prahlad says, "My dear friends, sense gratification
is achieved according to one's particular type of body." Everyone who
has a material body receives sense gratification. Don't think that the
hogs eating stools are unhappy. No, they are getting fat in that way.
They are very happy.

Now, if a hog can achieve sense gratification, why not a human
bei ng? But that is not our achievenment. That is given by nature; the
facilities of a hog's body are offered by nature, and the facilities of
a dog's body are also offered by nature, or God. Wiy shoul d you | abor
for facilities which you are destined to receive anyway, by nature's
law? In every formof life the bodily demands are satisfied by the
arrangenent of nature. This gratification is arranged, just as there is
an arrangenment for distress. Do you like fever? No. Wiy does it cone? |
do not know. But it does conme, does it not? Yes. Did you try for it? No.
So how does it cone? By nature. That is the only answer. Sinilarly, if
m series conme by nature, your happiness will also cone by nature. Don't
bot her about it. That is the instruction of Prahlad Maharaja. If you can
receive the mseries of life without effort, simlarly, you can have
your happi ness also without effort.

Then, what is the real purpose of this human formof |ife? You have
to cultivate Krsna consciousness. Other things will be obtained by
nature's law, or God's law. Even if | don't try, whatever I amto
achi eve because of ny past work and ny particular type of body will be
supplied. At any stage or in any formof life, facility is given for
sense gratification. As you do not try for msery, so al so happiness
will take place wi thout your control. Your real concern, therefore,
shoul d be to seek out the higher goal of human life.

Chapter Two

"W Are Spoiling Qur Lives!"

Prahl ad Maharaja instructs his young friends: "My dear friends,
mat eri al enjoynent involves agitating the senses. You have this materia
sense enjoynent, ny dear friends, and your only thought is how to enjoy



t hese senses. That's all." In possession of a particular body, we have
particul ar senses, and we enjoy. For exanple, a canel enjoys thorny
twigs. Wiy? Canels are very fond of thorny tw gs because when they chew
the twi gs, bl ood cones out of the tongue, and they taste their own

bl ood. The canel thinks this is very nice. He eats thorny tw gs, the
twigs cut his tongue, and blood oozes out. He tastes his own bl ood, but
he thinks, "I amenjoying." This is sense gratification. Sex life is
also like that. W taste our own blood, and we think we are enjoying.
This is our foolishness.

The living entity who has contacted this material body is a
spiritual being, but because he has a tendency to enjoy, to exploit this
mat eri al energy, he has contacted a body. There are 8, 400,000 species of
living entities, each with a different body, and according to the body,
they have particular senses in order to enjoy a particular type of
pl easure. Prahlad Maharaja says that this body and its particular type
of enjoynent go together. Suppose you are given thorny grass or tw gs:
"Ladi es and gentlenen, here is very nice food. It is certified by the
canels. It is very good." Wuld you like to take it? "No! What nonsense
are you offering ne?" Because you have a different body, you have no
taste for that. But if you offer it to a canel, because of his
particular body, it is a very nice neal.

One nman's food is another nman's poison. If one is offered sonething
which is not his food, he cannot take it. The stool-eating hog will not
accept nice foodstuffs such as cake. Gve himstool, and it will be very
nice. But if you are offered the stool, because you have a different
body you will say, "Wat are you offering?"

There are different kinds of material enjoynent, but those who are
actually intelligent know that such enjoynent is due to the body. Actua
happi ness, however, is that which is not enjoyed by naterial senses but
by the spiritual senses. Because we are spirit, we have spiritua
senses. Now these are covered by matter, and therefore we are entrapped.
Therefore, you should not endeavor to achieve nmaterial happiness. It
will come. The | ower animals have no busi ness profession, but still they
eat and live. So Prahlad Maharaja says, "You need not endeavor for
materi al pleasure. That will cone. Because you have a body, it is
predestined that bodily enjoynment--as you are fit to enjoy it--wll
cone. If msery conmes without our calling for it, so happiness will cone
wi thout our calling for it."

Therefore, we should not be very anxi ous to aggravate our senses to
i ncrease material happiness. In any civilization, those who have no
spiritual happi ness al ways hanker after sense enjoynent. Prahl ad
Maharaj a says, "Your life is linmted. Although it is very valuable, it
is also very limted. And our duty is to dovetail ourselves in sone way
in Krsna consciousness and to act accordingly. You should not try to
i ncrease your material sense enjoynent. You cannot increase it. There
are so nany different kinds of bodies, and they are guided by nature's
| aw. you have to eat like this, you have to live like this, you have to
sleep like this. It has already been arranged.”

Qur higher intelligence cones with this human body. Because we have
hi gher consci ousness, we should try for the higher enjoynent in life,
which is spiritual enjoynent. And how can that spiritual enjoynent be
achi eved? You shoul d not waste your tine sinply hankering for materi al
pl easure. Then, what is to be done? One should absorb hinself in serving
the Suprene Lord, who gives the pleasure of liberation. W should turn



our attention to achieving the Iotus feet of Krsna, who can give us
liberation fromthis material world.

How | ong do we have to engage oursel ves? Prahlad Maharaja says, "W
are now in material entanglenent. Now | have this body, I will quit this
body after a few years, and then | will have to accept another body.
Once you take up one body and enjoy as your body's senses dictate, you
prepare another body by such sense enjoynent, and you get another body
as you want it." There is no guarantee that you will get a human body.
That will depend on your work. If you worked just |ike a denigod, you
get a demigod's body. And if you worked just |like a dog, then you get a
dog's body. This is not in your hands; it is in the hand of nature. Qur
duty is not to speculate on what we are going to get next. At the
present nonent, |et us understand that we have this material body. Now,
if we want to devel op our spiritual consciousness or Krsna
consci ousness, then we should at once engage ourselves in this Krsna
activity. That is auspicious for further progress.

How | ong should you do it? As long as this body does not stop
wor ki ng. W do not know when it will stop functioning. The great saint
Pari ksit Maharaja got seven days notice: "Your body will fall in a
week." But we do not know when our body will fall. As soon as we are on
the road, there may i medi ately be sone accident. W should al ways be
prepared. Death is always there. W should not optimstically think
"Everyone is dying, | shall live." Wiy will you live if everyone is
dyi ng? Your father has died, your nother has died, your sister, your
other relatives--why should you live? You will also die. And your
children will also die. Therefore, before death cones, as long as we
have this human intelligence, |let us engage in Krsna consciousness. This
is the prescription of Prahlad Mharaj a.

This material body is called purusam Everyone is anxious to enjoy.
Purusa neans to enjoy, or the enjoyer. There is no one in this material
wor |l d who does not like to enjoy sense gratification. Therefore, the
body nay be what it is--either nale or female--but the desire, the
anbition, is to enjoy material life. So the body is called purusam

We do not know when this body will stop, but let us inmediately
engage in Krsna consci ousness and act accordingly. "But if | inmmediately
engage nyself in Krsna consciousness, what about nmy living?" That is
arranged for. | amvery happy to informyou of the confidence of a
student in one of our branches. There was a disagreenent. One student
said, "You are not |ooking after how to naintain the establishnent,"” and
he replied, "Ch, Krsna will supply."This is a very nice conviction; |
was glad to hear it. If cats and dogs and hogs can get food, and if we
are going to be Krsna conscious and fully devote our service to Krsna,
will He not arrange for our food also? Is Krsna ungraci ous? No

In Bhagavad-gita you will find that the Lord says, "My dear Arjuna,
I amequal to everyone. No one is the object of My envy, and no one is
My special friend, but for one who engages in Krsna consci ousness,
have special attention." If a snmall child is conpletely dependent on the
nercy of his parents, the parents have special attention for that child.
Al t hough the parents are equally good to all the children, for the snal
children who are always crying, "Mther!" they have great concern. "Yes,
ny dear child? Yes?" This is natural

If you are conpletely dependent on Krsna, who is supplying food to
t he dogs, birds, bees--to 8,400,000 species of l|ife--why should He not
supply to you? This conviction is called surrender. But we should not



t hi nk, "Because Krsna is supplying ny food, | shall now sleep." No, you
have to work, but w thout fear. One should engage hinself in Krsna
consci ousness.

Now cal cul ate our duration of life. In this age it is calcul ated
that we can live at nost to a hundred years. Fornerly, a human being
used to live up to 100,000 years. In the Satya Yuga, or age of Goodness,
they used to live 100,000 years. In the next age, Treta Yuga, they used
to live for 10,000 years, and in the next, called Dvapara Yuga, they
used to live for 1,000 years. Now, in this age, called Kali Yuga, the
estimation is for decreases still further. Anyone can understand this.
Suppose ny grandfather |ived 100 years, and nmy son is going to live for
fifty years, and his son is going to live for thirty years. This is the
progress of our nodern civilization. We are very proud that we are happy
and are inproving our civilization. The result, however, is that we try

to enjoy material life, but the duration of our life is shortened. This
is called maya, illusion

Now, accepting that we live for 100 years, the duration of life is
reduced for those who have no information of spiritual life, who have

not conquered sense enjoynent, or who are unable to control the mnd
The lifetinme of those who are too nuch addicted to sense gratification
according to this calculation, is at the utnost fifty years. Even if one
has fifty years, if he has no information of spiritual life, his night
is wasted in sleeping and sex life. That's all. He has no other
interest. And in the daytinme, what is his concern? "Wiere i s noney?
VWhere is noney? | nust maintain this body." And when he has noney: "Now
let me spend for ny wife and children.” Then where is his spiritua
realization? At night he spends his tinme in this way, and by day he
spends tine in that way. Is that his mssion in |life? How horrible such
alife is.

The average person is illusioned in childhood--playing football and
sporting. Up to twenty years, easily, you can go on like that. Then when
you becone old, for another twenty years you cannot do anything. Wen a
man beconmes ol d, his senses cannot function. You have seen nany ol d nen;
they have nothing to do but rest. Just now we have received a letter
fromone of our students that his grandnother is paralyzed and has been
suffering for the last three and a half years. So, in old age,
everything is finished as soon as you are sixty years old. Therefore,
fromthe beginning to twenty years of age, everything is spoiled; and
even if you live for a hundred years, another twenty in the |ast stage
of life is also spoiled. So forty years of your life are spoiled in that
way. And in the niddle age there is a very strong sex appetite, so
another twenty years can be lost. Twenty years, twenty years, and twenty
years--sixty years gone. How |l ong are you going to live?

This is the analysis of life by Prahlad Maharaja. W are spoiling
our life instead of using it.

Chapter Three

Fam ly Il usion

Prahl ad Maharaja told his friends, "You have to begin Krsna
consci ousness immedi ately."” Al the boys were born of atheistic,



materialistic famlies, but fortunately Prahlad was a great devotee of
the Lord fromhis birth. Whenever he found an opportunity, when the
teacher was out of the room he used to speak: "My dear friends, this is
the tine. This is the tine to begin Krsna consci ousness. "

Now, as we have stated, soneone nmight have said, "But we are just
boys. Let us play. W are not going to die immediately. Let us have sone
enjoynent, and then we shall begin Krsna consciousness." People do not
know t hat Krsna consci ousness is the highest enjoynment. They think that
t he boys who have joined this Krsna consci ousness novenent are foolish
"They have | eft everything, and by Prabhupada's influence they have
joined." But actually this is not so. They are all intelligent, educated
boys, com ng fromvery respectable fanmlies; they are not fools. They
are actually enjoying life, otherw se they would not have spared their
val uable tinme for this novenent.

Actually there is joyful life, but people do not know. They say,
"What is this Krsna consciousness?" Wien one grows into the sense
gratification process, it is very difficult to get out of it. Therefore,
according to Vedic regulations, in student life, beginning fromfive
years of age, boys are taught about spiritual life. That is called
brahmacarya. A brahnmacari is one who has dedicated his |ife for suprene
Krsna consci ousness or Brahnman consciousness. He is called a brahmacari
He is always situated in the Suprenme (Brahnman).

Brahmacarya has so many rul es and regul ations: according to
brahmacari regul ati ons, however rich one's father nmay be, one should be
trained by the brahnmacari system under the gui dance of a spiritua
master, and he should work in the asrama of the spiritual naster just
like a nenial servant. How is this possible? W are getting actua
experience that very nice boys coning fromvery respectable famlies do
not hesitate to do any work here. They are washi ng di shes, cl eansing
floors--everything. One student's nother was astoni shed at her boy when
he visited hone. Before, he would not even go to the store, and now he
i s engaged twenty-four hours a day. Unless one feels pleasure, howis it
possi bl e that he can engage hinmself in such a process as Krsna
consci ousness? This is only due to Hare Krsna. This is our single asset-
-Hare Krsna. One can be very jolly, sinply by Krsna consci ousness.
Actually there is joyful life. But unless one is trained, one cannot
live it.

Prahl ad Maharaj a says that everyone is attached to famly
affection. If one is attached to fanmly affairs, he cannot control his
senses. Naturally, everyone wants to |ove. Society, friendship and |ove
are needed. They are denmands of the spirit soul, but they are being
pervertedly refl ected.

CGeneral ly, | have seen that nany | adies and gentlenen in your
country have no famly life, but they have placed their love in cats and
dogs. Because he or she wants to | ove soneone but does not see anyone
suitable to his desire, he therefore prefers to place his valuable |ove
in cats and dogs. Qur concern is just to transfer the |ove--which has to
be pl aced sonewhere--to Krsna. This is Krsna consciousness. |If you
transfer the love to Krsna, that is perfection. But, because we do not
know where to place our |ove, being frustrated and cheated, we at |ast
pl ace our love in cats and dogs. Everyone is entangled by this nmaterial
perverted | ove.

It is very difficult to develop spiritual |ife when one is advanced
in material love. It is very difficult because this bondage of love is



very strong. Therefore, Prahlad's proposition was that one should | earn
Krsna consci ousness i medi ately from chil dhood. When a boy is five or
six years old, he is sent to school to be trained. Wen he is too young
it is not possible for himto go to school, but as soon as his

consci ousness i s devel oped, he is sent for education. Prahlad Maharaja
says that one's education should be Krsna Conscious, and it should begin
i medi ately. When one is between the ages of five to fifteen years, he
is considered a boy.

After sixteen years one beconmes a young nman. He goes on to forty
years, and then after forty years he is elderly; then, after sixty
years, he is an old man. Prahlad Maharaja says that one should be taught
Krsna consci ousness fromthe beginning, fromfive to fifteen years of
age. This is a very valuable tine; you can train any boy in Krsna
consci ousness, and he will be perfect.

When one becones a little nmore advanced in materialism it is
difficult to develop spiritual life. What is materialisn? Materialism
neans that everyone of us in this material world, although we are spirit
soul , sonehow or other wants to enjoy this material world. Don't try to
find out when it began, but actually that is the situation. This world
is meant for enjoynent.

Enjoynent is already present in ny spirit soul, but we have cone
here to partake of contam nated enjoynent, just like a man who is on the
Bowery and thinks he's enjoying. Sonme animals enjoy by eating stool
According to the body, we have different kinds of enjoynent. The basic
principle of enjoynent is sex life. Therefore, you will find sex life
not only in human society, but in cat society, dog society, bird
soci ety--everywhere. During daytine, a pigeon has sex at |east twenty
times. This is his enjoynent. The basic principle of material life is
sex life.

Sri mad- Bhagavat am says that material enjoynent is based upon
not hi ng nore than the conbination of nman and woman in sex life. In the
begi nning a boy thinks, "Ch, that girl is nice," or the girl says, "That
boy is nice. And when they neet, that material contanination becones
nore promnent. My heart is already attached to nmaterial enjoynent, but
as soon as | actually enjoy it, it becones nore attached, conpletely
attached. How? As soon as a boy and girl are married, they want an
apartnment. Then, to maintain that apartnent, they need sone incone.
Then, when there is incone, they want to have children. Then when they
have children, they want social recognition--society, friendship and
| ove. This goes on increasing. Everything requires noney: where is
noney? A man who is too materialistic will cheat anyone, kill anyone
beg, borrow or steal--anything to bring noney. He knows that his
buil dings, his famly, his wife and children cannot continue to exist
here. They are just |ike bubbles in the ocean: they have cone into
exi stence, and after a little while they will be gone. But he is too
much attached. He will sacrifice his spiritual advancenent in life for

this. H's perverted consciousness--"I amthis body. | belong to this
material world. | belong to this country. | belong to this comunity. |
belong to this religion."--becones greater and greater

Where is his Krsna consci ousness? He beconmes so entangl ed that
noney becones nore valuable to himthan his owm life. He can risk even
his own Iife for noney. Everyone is trying to get noney. Wo? The
househol der, the | aborer, the nmerchant, the thief, the dacoit, the



rogue. What is the distinction? Everyone is after noney. This is called
illusion. One loses hinmself in the mdst of this entangl enent.

Prahl ad Maharaja says that in this state, when you are too nmuch
inplicated in materialism you cannot at once begin Krsna consci ousness.
O course, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu is so kind that even if you have
nm ssed the chance to becone Krsna conscious in your childhood, it is
better late than never. |If you do understand, then begin imediately in
what ever position you are. Even though you nissed the opportunity to
begi n Krsna consci ousness from chil dhood, begin now. That is Caitanya
Mahapr abhu' s teachi ng. He never said, "Because you did not begin Krishna
consci ousness from your chil dhood. you cannot nake progress.” No. He is
very kind. He has given us this nice process of chanting: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Ranmm, Hare Rama, Rama Ranm,
Hare Hare. Wether you are a young man or an old nan--no natter what you
are--just begin. You do not know when your life will be finished. If you
begin sincerely, even for a nonent, it will have great effect. It wll
save you fromthe greatest danger

Al t hough only five years old, Prahlad Maharaja speaks just like a
very experienced man because he received experience fromhis spiritua
master, That will be disclosed |ater. Experience should not be derived
fromage, but from know edge received froma superior source. One cannot
become a wise man sinply by advancenent of age. No. That is not
possi bl e. Knowl edge has to be received froma superior source. It
doesn't matter whether he is a five-year-old boy or a fifty-year-old
man. In Sanskrit this is phrased: "One becones an old nman w thout age."

He is only five years old; how can he becone an old nan? One
beconmes ol d by advancenent in know edge. Prahlad Maharaja is speaking
just like an old man. Suppose a man is already nmarried and Prahl ad says,
"You take to Krsna consciousness." He will think, "Ch, how can | |eave
ny wife? W talk so nicely together, sit together and enjoy. How can
| eave?" It is a very strong conbination

I aman old nman, seventy-two years old. | have been away from ny
famly during the last fourteen years. Yet sonetines | also think of ny
wife. This is quite natural. But that does not nean that | have to go
back. This is know edge. One should at once understand: this is
illusion. According to the Vedic system one has to forcibly give up
famly life at the age of fifty. One nust go. There is no alternative
The first twenty-five years are for student life. Fromfive years to
twenty-five years, one should be educated very nicely in Krsna
consci ousness. The whol e basic principle should be Krsna consci ous,
nothing else. Then life will be successful. Life will be pleasing and
successful, both in this world and in the next. For twenty years, from
five to twenty-five, a boy should be trained. Krsna consci ousness
necessitates giving up material consci ousness altogether. That is called
perfect Krsna consciousness. But if soneone is not able to capture the
essence of Krsna consciousness, then he is allowed to have a good wife,
be married, and |ive a peaceful householder |ife. And, because he has
the basic principle of Krsna consciousness, he will not entangle hinself
inthe material world. If one lives a sinple life--plain living and hi gh
t hi nki ng--he can progress and can cultivate the sane Krsna consci ousness
even within the famly.

So famly life is not condermed. But if a man forgets his spiritua
identity and sinply becones entangled in material affairs, then he is
lost. Hislife's mssionis lost. If one thinks, "I cannot protect



nyself fromthe attack of maya," then let himbe nmarried. That is
prescribed. W don't have illicit sex life. If you want a girl, if you
want a boy, get narried. Live in Krsna consci ousness.
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A person who is trained fromthe very beginning naturally becomnes
disinclined toward the material way of life, and at the age of fifty he
gives it up. How do you start giving it up? That is also a concession
t he husband and wife | eave the children. If fromtwenty-five to fifty he
remains in fanmly life, he nmust have sone grown-up children. So he
entrusts all his famly affairs to them According to the Vedic system
a boy is married at the age of twenty, and a girl is married at twelve
years. So, famly affairs are entrusted to sonme of the boys who are
fam ly men, and the husband and wife go on pilgrinmages to try to forget
t hese attachments. \Wen the gentleman is conpletely matured, he asks his
wife to go hone to his children, and he remains alone. That is the
system O herwise, if we remain attached to material consciousness, then
we will not perfect our Krsna consciousness. So we have to give
oursel ves a chance, step by step. Oherwise, if we becone too materially
conplicated, we shall mss the opportunity of this human formof life.

Famly life means that we have very loving children, and we are
| oved. W attract, our wife talks very nicely, and we give very nice
instructions. "You do this. You do that." Thus we enjoy life. But we do
not know that this enjoynment is false. W are standing on a fal se
platform At once, in the twinkling of an eye, we may have to give this
up. Death is not under our control. From Bhagavad-gita we learn that if
one dies while too nuch attached to one's wife, the result will be that
he will get his next life as a female. And if the wife is very attached



to the husband, it is for her benefit; she gets her next life as a nman
Therefore, according to the Vedic system chastity is greatly stressed.
This has nothing to do with Krsna consciousness; it is sinply a matter
of ending material consciousness. If a wonan is chaste and sinply thinks

of one nan, then the result will be that she will get a man's body in
the next life. Simlarly, if you are not a fanily nan but are attached
to a cat or dog, then your next life will be as a cat or dog. That is

also a fact. It is better to love a woman and be attached to her. It is
better to have a wonan's body than to have a cat's or dog's body. These
are the rules of karma, or material nature.

The whol e point is that one should begin. If one thinks, "After
finishing my sporting life, when | amold and there is nothing else to
do, then |I shall go to the Krishna Consci ousness Soci ety and hear
sonet hing," at that tine one can go, but one should have the opportunity
now and should utilize one's life fromthe very begi nning. Therefore,
this Society's nmamin object is to give everyone a chance to begin Krsna
consci ousness at any stage. And, by this process of Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Ramm, Hare Ranma, Rana Rama, Hare
Hare, it is very quick. There is an imediate result.

We shall request all the |ladies and gentlenen who are very kindly
attending our lectures or reading our literature to go hone, and at your
| ei sure hour, dance and chant, or read our books. You will find it very
nice. That is our request. That is what our Society is spreading.

Chapt er Four
| Love Krsna More Than Anyt hi ng!

Now Prahl ad Maharaja makes a further statenent about the
conplications of nmaterial life. W nust always renenber that Krsna
consci ousness is not a nmethod for criticizing household |ife. Household
life is recomended, but under the condition that one shoul d not forget
about his spiritual advancenent in life. The difficulty is that in the
mat eri al concept of life we forget our spiritual ideal. W should,
therefore, be very cautious in dealing with the naterialistic world.
Because our position is forgetful ness, there are so nany regul ations on
how t o becone a househol der, how to becone a brahnmacari and how to
execute the renounced order of life.

So we have to revive our Krsna consciousness, which is the
privilege of this human form If we fail to revive our Krsna
consci ousness, then we mss the highest opportunity. W should al ways
remenber that. Prahlad Maharaja's position is that one should learn
Krsna consci ousness fromone's chil dhood. Wiy? If we do not practice
Krsna consci ousness from chil dhood, in the advanced stage of
materialistic life we may be conpletely forgetful. Although in his
chi l dhood he preached in this way, Prahlad Maharaja hinself was a
househol der, but he was a cautious householder. It is not harnful to
beconme a househol der and live with famly, children and wife, but one
shoul d not forget his spiritual advancenent--he should be Krsna
consci ous.

Prahl ad Maharaja always renmnds us that if we do not practice, if
we do not know what the aimof our human formof life is, then we wll



mss the opportunity for perfection. That is the point. Here it is said
that if you do not practice, if you do not know Krsna consci ousness from
childhood, it is very difficult later, when you are materially advanced.
There is a very sinple exanple: if a boy is not educated from chil dhood,
it is not possible when he is advanced in age. | have actual experience
of this. A father and a daughter both took a B. A exam nation, and the
daught er came out successful while the father failed. In the advanced
stage of life it is no longer possible to absorb any sort of education
If in our advanced stage we sit down for the matricul ati on exam nation
we shall fail, and a boy of fourteen will pass. Therefore Prahl ad
Mahar aj a warns that everyone should |earn the inportance of the science
of Godhead from chil dhood. O herwi se, when one is conplicated in fanmly
life, it will be inpossible. O course for this age, as | have al ready
expl ai ned, Krsna consciousness is easily obtainable by the process of
chanting. Generally, however, in the advanced stage of life it is very
difficult to have any sort of education.

Prahl ad al so gi ves another picture. First of all, the attraction
for wife has al ready been expl ained. Now he explains the attraction for
children. It is customary in the Vedic systemthat a daughter is given
in charity to the son-in-law at the age of twelve or thirteen years. At
that tinme she goes to her father-in-law s house. Her father thinks, "Oh,
how can she go?" She is always on her father's mnd, and he al so thinks
of his brother, his old father--all these conplications. Simlarly,
Arjuna was thinking, "Howaml to kill ny grandfather? Howis this
possi bl e?" These fanmily relationships and fanily affections are very
predonmi nant, and they are all inpedinents to becom ng Krsna consci ous.
We have to be very cautious that our fanmily affections do not overcloud
our Krsna consci ousness. W should al ways know that the famly
rel ationships of this material world are sinply a perverted reflection
of the real relationships in the spiritual world. This famly is fal se--
not exactly false, but tenporary. It is tenporary, but we are eternal
we should not be nmisled by tenporary affection. That is being expl ai ned
here. Sonetinmes we are strongly attached to our nicely decorated
apartnments and nicely nade dresses. W think, "How shall | |eave these?"
This is the materialistic way of life--there is no end to it. Here is a
very nice exanple. The silk wormentangles itself inits ow saliva, and
when the inprisonnent is finally nade, the silk nmerchants go there and
take the silk prison house of the wormand renove the silk. Before the
worm cones out, the silk nerchant takes the cell, otherwise, if the silk
wormecuts its way out, there is no silk. In the sane way, our
ent angl enent becones so tight that we cannot cone out of this cell of
famly attraction. Even though there are so many miseries in the
materialistic way of life, we cannot break free. Why? W think that sex
life and pal atabl e eating are very nice. Therefore, in spite of so many
m serabl e condi ti ons, we cannot give them up

In this way, when one is too nuch entangled in famly life, one

cannot think of his real benefit--to escape frommaterial life. He
beconmes entangl ed. Al though he is always disturbed by the threefold
mseries of materialistic life, still because there is fanmly affection

he cannot cone out. He does not know that he is spoiling his limted
duration of life sinply for the affection of fanmly. He is spoiling the
life that was neant for realizing his eternal self, for realizing his
real spiritual life. But, since he is entangled in such fanily

af fection, he does not understand what he is doing. If we inquired of



every famly man, or anyone, whether or not he is happy in his materia
way of life, everyone will say, "I amnot happy."” But still, no one can
cease material activities. Wiwy? Because everyone has becone entangl ed.

Al t hough one is unhappy, he does not express that unhappi ness. Wiy? He
is expected to maintain the famly which he has created. Hs only
affection is mmintenance of the fanmly, and he becones nore and nore
entangl ed. Even if one is educated, due to that affection one conmits so
many sinful activities.

Prahl ad Maharaja is trying to inpress upon us that detachnent is
not possible, even if one is highly educated, unless one is trained from
the very beginning. That is Prahlad' s point of view Even in the Srinad-
Bhagavatam it is stated that unless one is Krsna consci ous, he cannot
beconme a perfect gentleman. No one can becone qualified with high
character unless he is Krsna consci ous. Wiy? Because he is hovering on
the mental plane, a person who is not in Krsna consciousness has no
other direction than to comrt sinful activities.

Prahl ad says that naterial entanglement is sonething like a prison
house. If we are not trained fromthe very begi nning of our |ife about
Krsna consci ousness, the aimof human life, then we are shackl ed, just
as in the prison house one is shackled with iron chains. W should
al ways renenber that the aimof hunman life is to get out of this
material entanglenment. If we are not taught at an early age, fromthe
very begi nning of school life, or at sone stage of life, then the
opportunity of this human life will be lost. That is his instruction
"Therefore, ny denopniac friends," he addresses them again, "please give
up the conmpany of those who are sinply after material enjoynent.

"Just make your associations with persons who have taken to Krsna
Consci ousness." That is his advice. He says to his friends that this
Krsna consci ousness is not difficult to attain. Wiy? Krsna consci ousness
is very dear to us, but we do not understand it. Anyone who takes to
Krsna consci ousness becones nore and nore affected by it and forgets his
mat eri al consci ousness. How? It is very dear to us, but we have
forgotten it.

If you are in a foreign country, you night have forgotten your hone
and famly, your famly nmenbers and friends who are very dear to you
But all of a sudden, if you renmenber about your honme and friends, you at
once becone very preoccupied. "How shall | neet then?" | know in San
Franci sco one of our friends left his young children and went to another
country, and the eldest child has now grown up. A letter cane fromthe
el dest child, and at once the father renenbered and sent sone noney.

That affection automatically cane, even though he had forgotten for so
many years. Simlarly, our affection for Krsna is so intinate that as

soon as there is sonme touch of Krsna consciousness, we at once revive

our whole relationship with H m

Everyone has sone particular relationship with Krsna the Suprene
Lord, that he has forgotten. As soon as we are dovetailed with Krsna
consci ousness, gradually the old consciousness of our relationship with
Krsna is revived. And when our consciousness is actually in the clear
stage, we can understand our particular relationship with Krsna. Soneone
has a relationship with Krsna as friend. Soneone has a relationship with
Krsna as son and parent, or as |lover and bel oved or husband and wife.

Al'l these relationships are pervertedly reflected inlife in the
material world. But as soon as we cone to the platformof Krsna
consci ousness, that old relationship with Krsna is revived.



We | ove--everyone of us. | love nyself. That is a fact. | |ove
nysel f, and that self has an intimate relationship with Krsna because
the self is part and parcel of Krsna. The self is within this body, and
| love ny self better than the body. Sinmlarly, because ny self is part
and parcel of Krsna, | love Krsna nore than anything. But we have
forgotten that Krsna is all-pervading. God is all-pervading. This nenory
has sinply to be revived. As soon as we revive our Krsna consci ousness
we can study everything in relationship with Krsna. Everything then

beconmes factually lovable. Now | |ove you or you love ne. That love is
on the epheneral stage of this body. But when |ove of Krsna is
developed, | will not love you only, but I will love every living entity

because the outward designation, this body, is forgotten. Wien a nan
beconmes fully Krsna consci ous, he does not see, "Here is a nan, here is
an animal, here is a cat, here is a dog, and here is a worm" He sees
everything as part and parcel of Krsna. This is very nicely explained in
t he Bhagavad-gita. "One who is actually learned in Krsna consci ousness
becones a |l over of the universe." Unless one is situated on the Krsna
conscious platform there is no question of universal brotherhood.

Now we are tal king of universal brotherhood. If we actually want to
i npl enent the idea of universal brotherhood, then we will have to cone
to the platformof Krsna consciousness, not material consciousness. As
long as we are in nmaterial consciousness, our |ovable objects will be
limted. But when we are actually in Krsna consciousness, our |ovable
objects will be universal. That is stated by Prahl ad Maharaj a.
"Begi nning fromthe ant or the nonnovabl e plants and trees and extendi ng
to the highest living creature, Brahma, the Suprene Personality of
Godhead is present everywhere by Hi s expansion as the Paramatnma, the
feature of the Lord in everyone's heart. As soon as we becone Krsna
consci ous, that extension of the Suprene Personality of Godhead,
Par amat ma, i nduces us to love every object in relation with Krsna."

Chapter Five

God Realization |Is Everywhere

Maharaja Prahlad informed his class fell ows about the all-
pervasi veness of the Suprene Lord. The Suprene Soul is all-pervasive,
but that does not nean that He has lost His personality. That is
significant. Although He is all-pervading, still He is a person.
According to our nmaterial perception, if sonething is all-pervading,
then it has no personality, no localized aspect. But God is not |ike
that. For exanple, the sunshine is all-pervading, but the sun also has a
| ocal i zed aspect. The sun is localized in one place, and you can see it.
Not only is there the sun, but within the sun planet there is a sun-god,
whose nane is Vivasvan. We get this information from Vedic literature;
there is no way to understand what takes place on other planets but by
hearing from authorized sources. The difference in nodemcivilization is
that we hear a scientist say, "W have seen the noon; it is such and
such,” and we believe it. W have not gone with the scientist to see the
noon, but we believe him

Belief is the basic principle of understanding. You either believe
me or him that depends on you. If you believe a scientist, that is



information, and if you believe the Vedas, that is also information. It
is up to you which source you believe. According to Vedic instruction
we take infallible infornmation fromthe Vedas. As | have expl ai ned, an
ordinary man who is conditioned by material nature has four defects.
VWhat are those four defects? The first is that a human being is sure to
conmt nistakes, however great a scientist he nmay be. Not very |long ago
in this country, there was a di saster when a scientist sent a satellite
up but at once it burned to ashes. So there was a m stake. There nust be
m stakes. This is the nature of conditioned Iife. The nistake nay be
very great or very slight--that doesn't nmatter. But a hunman bei ng
conditioned by material nature is sure to conmit m stakes.

Further, man is illusioned. He accepts one thing for sonething el se
because his senses are inperfect. For exanple, we accept this body as
the self. Actually, | amnot this body; therefore the acceptance of the
body as self is called illusion. The whole world is going on under the
illusion that "I amthis body." Therefore there is no peace because
everyone is illusioned. | amthinking that | amIndian, you are thinking

that you are Anerican, and a Chinese man is thinking that he is Chinese.
VWhat is this "Chinese,"” "Anerican, and"Indian"? It is the body. This is

illusion.

To cheat is another condition of life. | ama fool, but | wll
boast that | amvery | earned. Everyone who is illusioned and commits
m stakes is a fool, but still one poses hinself as being freed from al
m st akes. And above all, our senses are inperfect. W view the sun as a

small disc. Wiy? It is far, far greater than this earth, but we see it
as just a disc. W have these inperfect senses, and we are subject to
becone illusioned and commit m stakes, and we are influenced by the
propensity to cheat.

How can one expect real know edge from such conditioned soul s?
There is no possibility to receive actual knowl edge fromthem So, in
this world, whether a nan is a scientist, a philosopher or whatever he
may be, or however educated he nay be, because he is conditioned, he
cannot give conplete information. This is a fact. How do you get
conpl ete informati on? The process is the disciplic succession of Vedic
know edge. You can read in Bhagavad-gita that Lord Krsna says to Arjuna,
"The know edge of Bhagavad-gita was first spoken by Me to the sun-god,
and the sun-god spoke it to his son, Manu. In turn, Manu spoke this
know edge to his son Iksvaku, and then |Iksvaku spoke the sane to his
son. In this way the knowl edge has cone down, but unfortunately that
di sciplic succession is now broken. Therefore, O Arjuna, | am now
preachi ng the same know edge to you because you are My very dear friend
and good devotee." This is the process of accepting know edge. W have
to accept the transcendental vibration

The entire Vedic know edge is a transcendental vibration to help us
to understand the Suprene Lord. So Prahl ad Maharaja says that the
Suprenme Soul is identical with the all-pervadi ng Suprene Personality of
Godhead.

In the Brahma-sanhita al so the sane i nformati on appears--that the
Suprenme Lord, although situated in Hi s own transcendental abode, is all-

pervadi ng. Although He is all-pervading, present everywhere, still by
our inperfect senses we cannot see H m
Prahl ad Maharaj a says, "Although He is not seen, He can still be

perceived. One who is intelligent can perceive the presence of the
Suprene Lord everywhere." How is this possible? During the dayti ne one



who is in the light can see that the sun is up, even though he is in a
room Because it is daytine, because it is light, he can understand that
the sun is shining. Sinmlarly, those who have understood the whol e
materi al creation, those who have understood the whol e cosmic situation
know t hat everything is an expansion of the energy of the Suprenme Lord.

What do we see with these present material senses? W can hear and
understand the five gross elenments and al so the finer el enents; we can
understand that we have nmind and intelligence. Simlarly, we can
understand that there is soul. W can understand fire, water, earth,
sky, mind and intelligence. And, if a man is further advanced, he can
understand that there is a soul, and, above all, there is Supersoul. W
see what is visible to the naterial eye. W can see earth, water, fire.
But we cannot see air, although we can perceive it. By touch we can
understand the air. W can understand that there is sky by sound. W can
understand that we have nmind because we are thinking, feeling and
willing. Simlarly, we can understand that we have an intelligence that
guides the mind. If we go still further, we can understand, "I am
consci ousness. "

The visible things around us are al so expansions of the inferior
energy of the Suprene Lord. It is stated in the Bhagavad-gita that we
should try to understand that which is spread all over the body because
that is eternal

We have to understand fromthe authorities, but we can al so
perceive it. W know that there is consciousness spread all over the
body. If | pinch any part of ny body, there is consciousness. Simlarly,
consci ousness is spread all over this universe. But that is not our
consci ousness. That is God's consci ousness. W know every part of our
body. We can perceive, "This is ny finger," or "This is ny ear."
Simlarly, God, the Suprene Soul, is all-pervading by H's consci ousness.
That is Krsna consci ousness.

Qur process is to dovetail our consciousness with Krsna
consci ousness--that will nake us perfect. It is not that we nerge into
t hat consci ousness. In one sense we can say "nerge," but still we keep
our individuality.

That is the difference between inpersonalist phil osophy and Krsna's
consci ous phil osophy. The inpersonalist philosophy says that we nerge
into the Suprene and | ose our individuality. W can say that we nerge
into the Suprene, but we keep our individuality. Howis that? An
airplane starts fromthe airport and clinbs up and up, and when it goes
very high we cannot see it because it nerges into the higher sky. W can
sinmply see sky, but the airplane is not lost--it is still there. Another
exanple is that if a green bird enters into a big green tree, we cannot
di stinguish the bird fromthe tree, but they both exist. Sinmlarly, the
suprenme consciousness is Krsna, and when we dovetail our individua
consci ousness with the Suprene, we then becone perfect. An outsider nay
see that there is no distinction between God and nen, but it is due only
to a poor fund of knowl edge. Every individual person, every individua
being, maintains his individuality, even though he is dovetailed with
t he Suprene.

Prahl ad Maharaj a says that we cannot see consci ousness--either
suprenme consciousness or individual--but it is there. Howis it there?
We can understand the suprenme consci ousness and our individua
consci ousness sinply by perception of blissful ness. Because we have



consci ousness, we can feel ananda, or pleasure. Wthout consciousness
there is no feeling of pleasure.

Because of that consciousness we can enjoy life by applying our
senses in whatever way we |ike. But as soon as consciousness is gone, we
cannot enjoy. | am present because of consciousness, and | ampart and
parcel of Krsna, as stated in Bhagavad-gita.

Thi s consci ousness exi sts because we are part and parcel of the
supreme consciousness. For exanple, a spark is a tiny part and parcel of
the fire, yet the spark is also the fire. A drop of the Atlantic Ccean
possesses the sanme quality. as all the ocean water--it is also salty.
Simlarly the pleasure potency which we feel is the presence of
consci ousness, and that sane pleasure potency also exists in the Suprene
Lord. Paranesvara neans the suprene controller. W are also isvara, or
control l er, because we are in some control. For exanple, | have sone
controlling power to take a drink of water when |I cough. According to
our capacity, everyone of us has sone controlling power. But we are not
the suprene controller. The suprenme controller is God.

Because He is the suprene controller, He is controlling all these
uni versal energies by His different potencies. W can al so understand

and feel. | amcontrolling ny bodily affairs as far as possible, but
because | am not the suprene controller, if there is sonmething wong in
this body, | have no control. | speak of this hand as "ny hand" because

I amworking with this hand and amnoving it according to ny desire.

am actually the controller of ny hand. But | amnot the controller of
your hand. If | desire that your hand nove. that is not in ny power;
that is in your power. You can nove your hand if you like. I amnot the
control l er of your body, but the Suprene Soul is the controller of both
your body and ny body. That is explained in the Bhagavad-gita. The Lord
says that you are present in your body and that this body is the field
of your activities.

What ever you are doing according to the body is linted. An aninal
which is bound up in a certain tract of |and can nove there and cannot
go beyond what that space allows. Simlarly, your activity and ny
activity are bound up within the Iimts of our bodies. My body is ny
field of activities, and your body is your field of activities. But
Krsna says, "l ampresent in every field." He is present as Supersoul.
know when | cough, but you do not know how | feel, and simlarly, | do
not know what you are doing. Krsna however, as Paramatna. knows what is
going on in ny body, in your body, and in thousands of mllions and
billions of other bodies. Therefore He is the suprene controller. W
have our limted energy, but He is transcendental to this linited
energy. He has unlimted opulence. By His controlling power, by His
supreme will, this naterial creation is noving. That is also confirned
in the Bhagavad-gita where Krsna states, "Under My superintendence the
whol e material nature is working. Al wonderful things that you see in
this material world are due to My supervision, My suprene control."

Prahl ad Maharaja now gives his conclusion. "My dear friends,
because the Suprenme Lord is present everywhere and because we are part
and parcel of the Suprene Lord, our duty is to be nerciful to all living
entities." Wien a person is in a |lower position, we have a duty to help
him Because he is helpless, the small child is dependent on the nercy
of the parent. In the relationship of the snall child and the parent
there is a reciprocation of feeling. The child is always dependent on
the parent. "Mther, | want this." "Yes, ny dear child." W should be



conpassionate to all living entities and should show them nmercy. How can
we show our nercy? There are nillions and nillions of poor nmen, so how
can we show themall nercy? They want so nany things.

Peopl e are very proud that they are going to serve the poor. In
what way are they going to serve? Are we able to supply clothing and
food to all the needy persons of the world? That is not possible. How,
then, can we be nerciful to every living entity? The fact is that we
cannot show any nmercy to the living entities through materia
consi derations. That is not possible. Prahlad Maharaja is showi ng his
class friends real nmercy. They were all fools, devoid of Krsna,
consci ousness, and therefore he was showi ng them how to becone Krsna
conscious. This is the highest nercy. If you want to show any nercy at
all tothe living entities, then enlighten themin Krsna consci ousness
as Prahlad Maharaja did. Gherwise, it is materially beyond your power
to show mercy.

"My dear denoniac friends," Prahlad says, "give up this denoniac
life. Gve up this nonsense." The belief that there is no God is the
denoni ac feature that Prahlad Maharaja requests his denoniac friends to
gi ve up. They were thinking, "W is God? There is no God." W find in
t he Bhagavad-gita that people of this nentality are called niscreants,
for they always try to nake nischief. They are very well educated
attorneys, lawers and so on, but their plan is to cheat. W have
practically experienced it. They are highly educated with so nmany
qualifications and are nicely dressed, but their nmentality is nore base
than that of a dog. "This man has sone noney, so |let us conspire to
cheat him" They are sinply niscreants.

VWhat are they cheating for? Sinply for sense gratification, just
i ke an ass who does not know the purpose of life. He takes the hundred
pound burdens on his back, and he is kept by the washernman, who | oads
his back as much as possible. In this way the ass works the whol e day
with this burden sinply for a few norsels of grass. Simlarly,
materialistic people will sinply be satisfied to eat a sinple piece of
bread or sonething simlar, but they work very hard. Therefore they are
conpared to asses. They are always pl anni ng sonet hi ng nmi schi evous. They
are the | owest of mankind because they do not believe in God. Wiy? Their
actual know edge has been plundered by the influence of this materia
energy. Because they deny the existence of God, illusion inpels them
"Yes, there is no God. Work hard and conmit sins so that you may go to
hel I ."

Prahl ad Maharaja requests his denoniac friends to just give up this
idea that there is no God. If we give up this nonsensical idea, then the
Suprene Lord, who is beyond our perception, will be pleased and show His
mercy to us.
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