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As the world prepares for a changing of the primary papal
guard, let's expect pessimsts to cone out of the woodwork to tell
of the 21st century decline and fall of Rone. However, any
conparison of different centuries of Christianity shows a dappling
effect wwth each tinme period containing its own shadows and |ight.
That holds true for the Catholic Church in the |ast century.

1905-1910. The early twentieth century had its beans of |ight
and shadows with growi ng Chi nese, Indian, and Indo-Chi nese Churches
staffed by thousands of European m ssionaries, along wth many
thriving Eastern Rite communities in the Mddle East. At the sane
time the French governnent's hostility to the Church was affecting
the religious life in that el der daughter of the Church. There was
al so ongoing repression in the Russian Enpire -- though far nore
tolerant than the 1917 to 1990 Sovi et period. The African Church
of a century ago (outside of Christian Abyssinia) was primarily
conposed of North African French Catholics and South African
English and Dutch Protestants.

Since the First World War, Al geria and Tuni sia have becone
remmant churches through em gration while Sub-Saharan Africa has
experi enced an explosive Christian growh. Actually, an equal but
far | ess nunerical explosive growh has occurred on the part of the
Catholic Church in the far-flung regi ons of Cceani a. I n additi on,
the Church in the Pacific Rm especially in Korea and the
Phi | i ppi nes has increased in nunbers; the sleeping giant of China
is starting to awaken. Latin Anerica has seen both the expl osive
rise in Catholic population (mainly through popul ati on grow h) as
wel | as the bl ossom ng of Evangelical activity. The cunul ating of
both continents with the slower North Anmerican growth gives
expandi ng percentages of Catholics to the Western Hem sphere taken
as a whole. 1In 1910, Europe was the mainstay of the Church, but
the continent's Christian conmunities are now stagnating through
negative birth rates, Modsleminmgration, and secul ari zati on.

Early twentieth century Catholic statistics were derived from
numerous articles in The Catholic Encycl opedia, The Encycl opedi a
Press, copyrights 1907 AND 1913. These contain religious
statistics collected mainly from 1900 to 1910. Totals for
countries within the Encycl opedia itself varied depending on the
sources and estimtes used by different authors. The primary
source was the article "Statistics" Vol. XIV p. 275-282.

Conpari sons of statistics within the volunes can be a rather
I nexact science. Early 20th century counts fromthe Gernan,
Austro- Hungarian, and O toman Enpires were quite precise, whereas
African Angola's total Catholic estimtes varied from 250,000 to
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1, 000, 000. WMany of the Latin Anerican countries were rough
estimtes as wel |.

21st Century. Twenty-first century summary statistics are
those which are nost recent and found on the Catholic website
<ww. propfaith.org> The Catholic totals and percentages of total
popul ati on are taken fromthe nost recent Annuarium Statisticum
Eccl esiae as generally quoted in the 2005 Catholic Al manac by Qur
Sunday Visitor Press. Even 21st century statistical reporting
spans wi de ranges of estimates, e.g., the underground church in
China could be in double, triple or even nore than the | ast
officially reported nunbers of 1949. One nust realize that
cunmul ati ng these summaries fromw dely differing sources erodes the
significance of sone exact counting. But the effect of conparisons
does show general popul ation growth or decline patterns.

Africa is a continent where Christianity found its place in
the 20th century. Though the continent has been pl agued by
poverty, struggling independent nations, civil and tribal wars and
the AIDS pandem c, still the Church has nmanaged to not only
survive, but to flourish clinbing froma little over one percent (2
mllion) to one-sixth of the population (137 mllion). This
occurred while the European colonials of North Africa (one quarter
of the 1910 Catholic African population) fled en masse in the 1960s
when nost of the protective Colonial powers retreated fromthe
conti nent.

Asi a experienced a ten-fold junp in total Catholic popul ation
but this occurred while the rest of the continent had high total
popul ation increases as well. The percentage of Catholics
increased from1l.5 to 2.9%during the century with advances show ng
in all except the Mddle East, where em gration caused the
percentages to hold about the sane and even decline in parts of the
former Ottoman Enpire. Watch the continent of Asia in the 21st
century.

Anerica includes both North and South America, with mjor
popul ation rises in Latin Anerica. Protestant advances exceed
Catholic increases in Latin Anerica, but the less Catholic United
States and Canada did not experience such massive native increases;
i kewise inmgration to North Anerica includes Mdsl em and ot her
non- Christian groups. Thus the overall percentage growth of
Catholics is a surprising 10%for "Anmerica" (North and South
American taken together), but that rise will certainly not continue
in this century. However, Protestant total percentages in the
United States has been in decline in recent years (10%in the | ast
decade), with Catholic percentages hol di ng steady because of Latin
Anmerican and other immgration of Catholics.
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Europe is nowin serious decline in religious population both
because of low birth rates and defections to a non-practicing
status especially in Germany, Austria and the Lowl ands. Actually
the Communi st period had its heaviest toll during the century on
the church of Bohem a which went from96%to | ess than 40%
Catholics. Oher Eastern European countries remain at about the
sane statistical level as a century before; Poland is now a single
nati on and not divided three ways. Reported figures for Spain and
ot her western European country nmay be sonewhat overesti mated.

Scandi navi a and the United Kingdom have positive percentage changes
over the century for Catholic popul ations.

Cceania is a surprise with an eight percent increase in
Cat holic popul ati on percentage. The nobst inpressive change was in
Papua New Gui nea going from al nost none to over a mllion people.
Many island states noved fromvery | ow nunbers to stable and

establ i shed Catholic popul ations as well including East Tinor.
Africa
1900- 1910 2000- 2005
Al geria (& Tuni si a) 663, 000 Al geri a 4,000 (0.01%
Tuni si a 20,000 (0.2%

Angol a [ 250, 000] 7,767,000 (57.4%
Beni n FWA. [ 15, 500] 1,587,000 (24%
Bot swana (Basut ol and)[ 8, 900] 80,000 (4.5%
British No. & W Af, 21,829

Sout h Africa 90, 587

O her Br. 267, 000
Bur ki na Faso U. Volta FWA. 1,484,000 (11.7%
Bur undi G. 4,445,000 (679
Caner oon G. 4,048,000 (26%
Canary |Is. Sp. [ 358, 000]
Central African Rep. FEA 752,000 (20%
Cape Verde Port.[ 142, 000] 410,000 (93%
Chad FEA 853,000 (10.2%
Conor os Fr. 2,000 (0.3%
Congo, Rep. of FEA [40, 000] 1,782,000 (49%
Congo Dem Belgium 34,475 (0.2% 28, 260, 000 (55%
Cote d'lvoire FWA 2,717,000 (16.5%
D i bouti Fr. 7,000 (1%
Egypt 100, 257 289,000 (0.4%
Equatori al Cui nea Port. 422,000 (87%

(Rio Muni & Fernando Po)

Eritrea It. 145, 000 (3.6%
Abyssi ni a 3, 000 Et hi opi a 494,000 (0.7%

French Poss. FWA 53, 898
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FEA, Madagascar 365, 000

Gabon FEA[ 12, 000]
The Ganbi a Br. WAf.
Cer man Poss. 55, 000
Ghana Br. W Af.
Qui nea FWA
Qui nea- Bi ssau Port.[ 30, 000]
Italian Poss. 17, 000
Kenya Br. E. Af
Lesot ho Br. So. Af.
Libya (Tripoli) 6, 000 (0.6%
Li beri a 2,800 (0.1%
Madagascar [ 137.000] Fr.
Mal awi Br. E. Af.
Mal i FWA
Mauritani a FWA
Mauritius Fr
Mor occo 10, 000
Mbzanbi que [ 3,500] Port.
Nanbia (German SWAf) G.
Ni ger FWA
Ni geri a [ 25, 000]
Por t uguese Poss. 568, 000
Reuni on (St. Denis) Fr. [150,000]
Rwanda G.
Sao Tone & Principe Port .
Senegal [2,740] FWA

-- Senganbi a [ 19, 000]
Seychel | es Fr.
Somal i a I't.
South Africa Br. So. Af.
Sierra Leone Br. W Af.
Spani sh Poss. 434, 000
Sudan Br. E Af.
Swazi | and Br.E Af.
Tnzania Ger. E. Af. G .
Togo G.
Uganda Upper Nl e [ 20, 000] Br. E
Zanbi a Rhodesi a [ 3, 000] Br.
Zi nhabwe Br. E. Af.

** Total Cath in Africa (Vol.X, p. 376

South Africa 92, 840
Centr al 231, 358
NW 74, 032

NE 145, 359

4,

17,

711, 000
34, 000

528, 000
170, 000
151, 000

736, 000
966, 000
74, 000
162, 000
583, 000
873, 000
278, 000

5, 000
278, 000
23, 000
294, 000
367, 000

16, 000
527, 000

595, 000

3,642,000

118, 000
535, 000

69, 000
100

3, 110, 000

158, 000

4,181, 000

55, 000

9. 995, 000

1, 320, 000

10, 796, 000
3,082, 000

1, 145, 000

(54%
(29

(129
(299
(10. 4%

(24%
(51989
(1.5%
(5%
(279
(24%
(299
(0. 2%
(23%
(0. 08%
(23%
(19%
(0. 1%
(14. 4%

(85.5%
(48%
(88%
(5%

(85%

(79
(3%

(13%
(5.1%

(29%

(289
(44%
(289

(9%
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| sl ands 310, 342
Sub-t ot al 853, 931
remai nder 180, 000

Bel gi um Congo (Zaire)

Gernman: Burundi, Caneroun,
Italian: Eritrea, Libya, It.
Portuguese: Angol a, Cape Verde,
Spani sh: Canary Is. Af. 1910;

Somal i | and
Mozanbi que,

[] means counted el sewhere on this listing.
Bol d neans percentage growmh from 1910 to 2005

African Total Popul ation: 200, 000, 000

Cat holic Totals: 2,690,000 (1.3%

Asi a
* Chi na 1, 210, 054 4,000, 000
- - under ground estimates 10, 000, 000+
Hong Kong [ 14, 195] 367, 000
Tai wan (in China) 310, 000
Macau 18, 000
I ndi a 2,242,922 Rep. of India 17,111, 000
Bur ma [ 53, 000] Myanmar 602, 000
Paki stan (in India) 1, 288, 000
Bangl edesh (I n I ndia) 277,000
Ceylon [ 300, 000] = Sri Lanka 1, 362, 000
Mal aysi a 798, 000
Si ngapor e 159, 000
| ndo- Chi na 931, 357 Vi et nam 5, 550, 000
Laos 40, 000
Canmbodi a 35, 000
East | ndi es 56, 214 = | ndonesi a 6, 376, 000
Bat avi a [ 51, 313]

Dut. New Guinea [1,500]
Port. I ndies = East Ti nor 767, 000
Br unei 2,100
Japan 65, 741 516, 000

Rwanda, Nanbia, Tanzania, Togo

Eq. GQui nea (overest.)Sao Tone
I ncl ude under Spain in 2002

830, 516, 000 (2002)

137, 428, 000 (16. 6%

(0. 7%
current
(5. 2%
(1. 3%
(49
(1. 6%
(1. 2%
(0. 9%
(0. 2%
(79

(3%

(3. 8%
(6. 8%
(0. 7%
(0. 27%
(39

(93%
(0. 6%
(0. 4%

1949
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Kor ea 68, 016 Sout h Kor ea 4,325,000 (8.8%
Nort h Korea 100, 000 (1969 est.)
Mongol i a 1,000 (0.04%
Si am 33, 267 = Thai |l and 292,000 (0.4%
* Philippines 7,205,052 (86% 65, 063, 000 (83%
Turkey (Asiatic) 629,797 Turkey (incl. Eur) 32,000 (0.05%
-- Asia Mnor [12,261]
-- Mesopotam a [ 36, 320] | raq 307,000 (1%
-- Pal estine, Phoenicia & Syria / Syria 349, 000 (2%
[ 308, 704] | Lebanon 1,200,000 * 1,867,000 (52%
/ 1srael 115,000 (1.79%
[/ Jordan 68, 000 (1%
- - Arnmeni a & Turdi stan cf. Russia
[ 65, 000] cf. Russia
-- Arabia (only Aden) 1, 500 Saudi Arabia 805, 000 ???
United Arab Emrates 336,000 (8% 72?7
Bahr ai n 30, 000 (4.3% ???
Kuwai t 157,000 (8% 72?7
Oman 65, 000 (2.6% ?7??
Yenmen 4, 000
Qat ar 60, 000 (11.8% 7?7??
??? Most reflect mgrant workers but nunbers are overesti nmated.
Af ghani st an -- Christians prohibited --
Per si a 9, 050 I ran 25,000 (0.3%
Nepal 7,000 (0.2%
Bhut an 400
Asi an Total Popul ation: 828,243,000 3, 800, 110, 000
Cat holic Total s: 12,661,498 (1.5% 110, 234,000 (2.9%

Nort h and South Anerica

* Argentina 3,921,136 (98% -- 6,100,000-- 34,224,000 (90%
* Boliva 1,800,000 (95.5%--2,150,000-- 7,400,000 (85%
British W Indies 304, 000
Angui | | a 200 (3%
Anti gua & Barbuda 8,000 (12.5%
Bahamas 41,000 (15%
Bar bados [ 1, 000] 11,000 (3.8%

Ber nuda 9,000 (16%
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Br. Honduras [ 23,500] (59% = Belize
Br. Gui ana [22,000] (7.2% = Cuyana
Dom ni ca [ 10, 000] est.
G enada [ 6,000] est.
Jamai ca [14,000] (1.8%
Cayman | s.
Mont serr at
St. Christopher & Nevis
St. Lucia [ 15, 000] est.
St. Vincent & G enadi nes
Trini dad & Tobago [ 50, 000] est.
Turks & Cal cos Is.
Virginls. (Br.)
Brazi | 20, 250, 000, 000 (969
Canada 3,017,000 (40.5%
Central America 4, 353, 000
Costa Rica [ 334, 000] (99%
El Sal vador [ 750, 000] est.
Guat enmal a [1,422,933] (99%
Hondur as [ 700, 000] (97%
Ni car agua [ 600, 000]
Panama [ 420, 000]
Chile 3,800, 000 (97%
Col unbi a 4, 300, 000
Cuba 1, 824, 897(90%
Dom ni can Rep. 600, 000 al
Dut ch & Dani sh Poss. 77,000 (46%
Ar uba
Neth. Antilles
(Curacao, St. Eustatius, Saba & St. Marten)
Sur i nane [13,300] (17.5%
Virgin |Is.(Danish)
Ecuador 1,270,000 (90%
French Poss. 400, 000 (95%9)
Guadel oupe [ 182, 112]
(also Fr. parts of St. Martin
& St. Barthol onmrew)
Fr. Gui ana [ 20, 000] (62%
Marti ni que [ 170, 000]
Hai ti 1, 488, 000 (83%
Mexi co 13, 533, 000 (99%
Par aguay 580, 000 (92%
*Peru (1906) 3,133,000 (88% --4,500,000 --

Puerto Ri co

United States 14, 618, 761
Ur uguay 1, 080, 000
Venezuel a 2, 640, 000

1, 000, 000 (90% (1912)
(16. 4%
(97%

(969 (1911)

133, 000

88, 000
60, 000
56, 000
114, 000
4, 000
1, 000
5, 000
100, 000
7, 000
383, 000
1, 000
1, 000
329, 000

12, 988, 000

3, 518, 000
5, 038, 000
9,741, 000
5, 524, 000
4,758, 000
2,582, 000
11, 630, 000
38, 701, 000
6, 306, 000
7, 700, 000

56, 000

152, 000

106, 000

32, 000

11, 782, 000

391, 000

120, 00
351, 00

3,099,0

(529
(10. 2%
(799
(54%
(4.3%
(179
(89
(109
(63%
(79
(3099
(9%
(99
(85%
(439

(869
(78%
(8199
(81%
(899
(89%
(74.5%
(89%
(569
(90%

(89
(7699

(239
(299
(929
(959

0 (80%
0 (88%

6, 675, 000 (81%
92, 220, 000 (92%
5, 085, 000 (88%
23, 639, 000 (88%

00 (78%

67, 260, 000 (23%
2,530, 000 (75%
21,971, 000 (87%
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* 1910 estimates appear too high in Argentina,

Bolivia, and Peru (% based

on non-Catholic listing of higher statistic conpilations).

Total Anerican Popul ation: 169, 053, 000

Cat holic Total s: 87,614,000 (52%

Eur ope
Andorr a 5,231
Austro- Hungari an Enpire 38,195,000 (1909)

* Austrian Provinces Lt.[20,661, 000]

Arm [2,000] Gk. [3,134,000] (48%
-- Austria
-- Croatia [ 2,186, 910] (71%
-- Slovenia
-- Bohem a Czech Rep. [6, 210, 385] (96%
* Hungarian Provinces Lt.[10, 299, 000]

. [ 1,907, 936]
-- Hungary
-- Sl ovaki a
-- Transyl vani a cf.
-- Polish part [ 4,000, 000] cf. Poland
Bosni a & Her zegovi na 413, 354 (22.2%
Bel gi um 7, 350, 000 (99%
Bul gari a 29,684 (0.8% (1905)
Denmar k 7,800 (0.2% (1906)
incl. Geenland and Faroe Is.

Geat Britain 5,786,000 (1909)

Engl and [1, 709, 000]

Wal es [ 54,000] (2.7%

Scot | and [ 475, 000] (10% est.)

I rel and [ 3,310,028] (75%

Republic and U ster

G bral tar [ 17, 000] (68%

Mal t a [ 221, 000] (99%
France 38,467,000 (97%
Ger many 22,094, 000 (36.0%

(incl. part of Pol and

857, 783, 000

534, 339, 000 (62%

64, 000 (94%

(919 (1900)

5, 957, 000
3, 881, 000
1, 654, 000
3,967, 000

(73.4%
(87%
(82.6%
(39%

6, 219, 000
3, 960, 000
Rumani a

(639
(749

467, 000
8,462, 000
75, 000
34, 000

(119
(76%
(1%
(0. 6%

3, 584, 000
148. 155
742, 218

4,832, 000

(8.3%
(5%
(139
(76%

(85%
(95%
(78%
(33. 2%

23, 000
368, 000
46, 110, 000
27,401, 000
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& Al sace-Lorraine)

G eece 44
I cel and
Italy 33, 750
Li echtenstein
Luxenbourg 242
Monaco 19
Net her | ands 2,045
Nor way 2
Por t ugal (1905) 5,438
Rumani a 167
San Mari no 11
Ser bi a (1895) 11
Mont enegr o (1897) 12
Spai n 19, 280
(mnus Canary Is.)
Sweden 1907) 2
Switzerland (1910) 1, 463

Russi an Enpire
Russi a
Bel ar us
Ukr ai ne
Kazakhst an
Kyrgyzst an
Taj i ki stan
Tur kmeni st an
Uzbeki st an
Est oni a
Li t huani a
Latvi a
Mol dova
Transcaucasus

Ar meni a

Ceorgi a

Azer bai j an
Fi nl and

[ 1, 200,

Bessar abi a
[ 80
[

[1
** Poland in Russia [ 9,

Tur key

, 265 (1.5% 126, 000 (1%
50 5,000 (1.4%

, 000 (97.12% 55, 763, 000 (97%

9, 650 26, 000 (80%

, 572 (98.5% 382, 000 (87%

, 000 29, 000 (90%

, 000 (35.1% 4,974,000 (31)

. 000 55,000 (1%

, 000 alnost all 9, 404, 000 (93%

,000 (2.5% incl. Trans. 1,905,000 (8.9%

, 439 27,000 (93%

, 000 (0.4%

, 900 (5% Yugosl avi a 533, 000 (5%

Macedoni a 15, 000 (0.9%
, 000 38,437,000 (94%
(with Canary Is.)
, 600 146, 000 (1.6%
, 000 (41.5% 3,183,000 (44%

Eur ope & Asi a

13, 450, 000 (10. 7%

[ 450, 000 est. ] 809, 000( 0. 05%

[ 400, 000 est.] 1, 034, 000 (10%
[ 2,000, 000 est.] 4,759,000 (10%
[ 112, 000] 182,000 (1.2%
/ 30, 000
/ 2, 000
/ 1, 000
/ 4,000
6, 000 (0.43%
000] (4/5 Vilna dioc.) 2,782,000 (79%
[ 150, 000] est. 434,000 (18.5%
few 20, 000 (0.46%
, 000]
60, 000] 150, 000 (5%
100, 000 (1.9%
few -
, 000] 8,000 (0.1%
000, 000] (74.8% Pol and 36,977,000 (96%
280, 000
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Al bani a [ 120, 000] (9% 524,000 (16.6%
Thrace
Cyprus [2,200] (1% 17,000 (2.2%

Crete & Aegean Is.

Austria-Hungary total of 1900 is broken into Latin, Geek
and Arnenian Rites 36, 004, 000

Poles in Austria [4,000,000]

Poles in Germany [2,000, 000]

In CE XIl,p.196 (Russia 12 mllion Poles & Austria 4 mllion)
Al bani a was made i ndependent in 1912.

Total European Popul ati on: 430, 350, 000 702. 083, 000
Cat holic Total s: 188,577,000 (44% 279,915,000 (40%
Cceani a
Australia 951, 429 (22.6% 5,474,000 (28%
New Zeal and (1910) 127,227 (14.5% 466, 000 (12%
Ni ue 200 (799
British Possessions 35, 000
Cook Is. \ 3,000 (15%
Fiji \ 86, 000 (10%
Gl bert Is. Kiribati 46, 000 (54.2%
New Guinea (Br. and Ger) \
Sol onon |'s. \ 89, 000 (20%
Tongo \ 16, 000 (14.5%
Tuvalu (Ellice Is.) 100 -
French Possessi ons 53, 000
Fr. Polynesia (Tahiti) (1998) 89, 000 (40%
New Cal edoni a (1998) 106, 000 (60%
Wallis & Futuna Is. 15, 000 (100%

Vanuat u (New Hebrides) [3,000] (5% 29,000 16%
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Aneri can Possessions -- 47, 000
Am Sanpa 14,500 (20%
Guam (US) [ 10, 000] nost 131, 000 (80%
& Mari anas 56, 000 (90%
Hawai i an |s. [ 37, 000] -- See U S, --
Ger man Possessi ons 27, 399
Marshal | Is. [ 320] 5,000 (12.5%
Carol ine |slands [ 11, 600]
M cronesi a 69, 000 (53%
Pal au (part of Caroline) 9, 000 (42%
Naur u 3,000(40%
Papua New CGui nea 2,500 1, 653, 000 (33%
& near by i sl ands
Western Sanpa @0 ----- 42,000 (23%
Tokelau ----- 1, 000 (50%
Cceani a Total Popul ati on: 6, 634, 000 31, 402, 000
Cat holic Total s: 1,244,000 (19% 8,399, 000 (27%

GRAND TOTALS:

1910 2002
Total Popul ation: 1,720,000, 000 6, 221, 894, 000
Catholic Totals: 292,787,000 (17.0% 1, 070, 315,000 (17.2%
<www. propfaith. org>
Est. 1910 200
Tot al 1, 720, 000, 000 6, 278, 519, 000
Cat holics 292, 787, 000 1, 097,328,000 (17.5%
Ort hodox 127, 542, 000 217, 371, 000
Pr ot estants 186, 056, 000 351, 362, 000
Angl i cans [ 25, 000, 000] 81, 799, 000
Oi ent al 8,974, 000 40, 000, 000 est.

Source: International Bulletin of Mssionary Research
Al Fritsch, SJ 2/27/05
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