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National Open Teams, 2008

he 2008 South West Pacific and National

Open Teams Championships seemed to at-
tract fewer overseas players than past years. As
always, there were plenty of New Zealand visi-
tors, but no Indonesians, no Italians and only a
few players from the UK and the USA.

The winners this year, GREEN, did include two
world-class Poles in Adam Zmudzinski - Ce-
zary Balicki, in partnership with Murray Green
- Andrew Peake and Helen Horwitz - Peter Gill.
Murray and Andrew have had many fine results
in the last year or so, and Peter Gill has been on
winning NOT teams in the past.

GREEN: Andrew Peake, Murray Green, Helen Horwitz,
Adam Zmudzinski, Cezary Balicki, Peter Gill

In the Final, our team of lan Robinson (cap-
tain) - Arjuna de Livera, lan Thomson - Richard
Brightling and Jo Haffer - Justin Williams con-
ceded defeat after 48 of the scheduled 64 board
final - with the scores at 44 to 148 IMPs.

ROBINSON: lan Robinson, Justin Williams, Joachim Haffer,
lan Thomson, Richard Brightling, Arjuna de Livera

Compared with the earlier stages, there were
only a few interesting boards in the Final, and
they have been well reported elsewhere. Suffice
to say that the team with a 100-point lead made
few, if any, mistakes.

Accordingly | have chosen a couple of deals
from the weekend quarter- and semi-finals.
The following deal from our quarter final match
against HUNG, a team composed of talented
youth players, provided some gripping moments
for the large vugraph audience on BridgeBase:

Board 19, South deals, EW vulnerable

*Q

vQ83

¢AQ1092

SA1096
4K10973 #AJ86542
YA1096 v5
¢J3 ¢8765
*32 &4

o -

YKI742

*K4

#KQJ875

Justin Williams made the first good decision for
our team by opening the South hand 1, and the
bidding proceeded:

West North East South

Whibley Haffer Griffiths Williams
1

1a 24 26 3v

Pass 4 Pass 49

Pass ANT 54 (L J

All Pass

Justin followed through with a voluntary three-
level reverse and Jo Haffer set clubs as trumps
in a game-forcing auction. 4NT was RKCB for
clubs and now East came back to life with 54.
Surely if East is going to compete to the five-
level then he should do much more at his first
opportunity, but perhaps he did not want to give
the opponents too much momentum by preempt-
ing wildly.

After Justin rebid his hearts, Jo gave a great
deal of thought to his decision to pass 6% and
not convert to the doomed 6¥. As it was, had he
supported hearts in the auction, West might well
have found the winning defence against 6% of
ace and another heart.



In the Open Room, Hung opened 1% and West
had no reason to overcall. North forced to game
with 24 and when South rebid 2%, North raised
to game for a 10 IMP swing to ROBINSON.

This hand came up in our semi-final match
against ROSENDORFF:

#K9873
¥105
¢KQ642
*Q
#AJ102 Q654
¥YQJ976 v42
¢ --- ¢ AJ8
SdK852 S AJ109
o
YAKS83
4109753
$7643
West North East South
Mullamphy  Brightling  Klinger Thomson
1v 2v! Dbl 4
Pass 44 Dbl All Pass

1. Michaels Cuebid.

The second double was penalty. The Closed
Room auction was similar, with North also us-
ing a Michaels Cuebid:

West North East South
de Livera Haughie Robinson Lilley
1v 291 Dbl Pass
Pass 26 3NT 4

Dbl 44 Dbl All Pass

On trump leads, North can be held to eight tricks
for a 300 penalty, but both Easts led hearts and
declarer was able to lead trumps once and then
cross-ruff, eventually scoring dummy’s last
trump en passant. At the score-up +510 was no
swing, with two disappointed NS pairs and two
very relieved EW pairs.

The ageing Rydges Hotel, with its central loca-
tion, intimate bar and advantage of rooms just a
lift ride from the playing area, remains popular
with interstate players and international visi-
tors. Once again, the seeding committee had to
move several teams to the other venue. Howev-
er, with free parking for 150 cars, lots of space
within the venue for score-up and numerous
coffee shops and restaurants, The Hellenic Club
at Woden is a near-perfect venue. So popular
was this venue with Canberra-based teams that
many matches at this venue looked like just an-
other teams match at the local club.

Richard Brightling, Canberra

INDEX
Articles Of Interest & Information
ABF Masterpoint Centre 2
Grand National Pairs Championship 5
Marketing bridge to young adults 6
Computers and bridge 8
McCutcheon Trophy Leaders 9
WA promotes better future for bridge 9
Summer Festival Title Holders 12, 16
Youth bridge awards 20
Tournament Reports
National Open Teams, 2008 1
Aussies in Shanghai - Part 2 3
Regular Features
Coaching Cathy at Contract 10
Book Reviews 10, 16
Bridge into the 21st Century 14
What Should I Bid? 18
Congresses and ABF events 22

ABF Masterpoint Centre

January 2008 was the beginning of a new era for
the ABF Masterpoint Centre. After being run for
many years from the home of John and Ruth Hansen
in WA, the Centre will soon be housed at the offices
of Migration Path, Victoria. This relocation is the
culmination of an extensive upgrade to the server
facilities which will run the Centre into the future.

The ABF Management Committee is confident that
the easier to use Windows-based scoring and online
masterpointing capabilities of the new software will
prove attractive to clubs and their directors.

It is not the intention to insist that all clubs move over
to the new software immediately. The roll-out will
initially be staged at intervals, in order to provide
training and support to clubs in states with a smaller
number of affiliated clubs. As these states and clubs
grow confident with the new package, other key clubs
will be encouraged to come on board.

Masterpoint secretaries should continue to send their
files through to the Centre at: abfmpc@abfmpc.com
The postal address and telephone contact details will
not change until April 1, 2008.

After this date a “hotline” for queries will be established
with an administrator at the Centre available to respond.
Additionally a message service will be in place.

The ABF MC look forward to this new era and
encourage all state and club administrators to direct
any queries or concerns during the teething phase of
this project to:

Dianne Marler, ABF Masterpoint Centre Project
Coordinator.

Email: councillorl@abf.com.au Tel: 0414 689 620




Aussies in Shanghai - Part 2 Scores Against Opponents By Finishing Order

We conclude David Stern’s report on the Australian ; 'Ltjasil 153
Open Team’s Bermuda Bowl performance. g T——. "
Il four matches were won by the teams in the 4 Norway 21
top four as they asserted their credentials. In our 5 AugiElE N/A
match against USA1, the scores were: 6 Sweden 1
7 China SMEG 13
Datum Datum AUta: USA e S 24
GP 068 NJ 0.70 13 13 o B 24
10 Japan 9
GL 198 NJ -2.21 13 73 " USA2 2
GP 008 NJ -1.83 10 40 1 o 10
GL 060 GP 1.62 49 25 ” S, -
GP 063 NJ 113 27 23 » Eqypt o
GL 102 NJ -1.99 12 26 5 Argentina o
. e 16 Chinese Taipei 20
17 Ireland 20
While the 92 IMP deficit is large, the second set loss 18 Pakistan 13
of 60 IMPs proved defining in the result. The bridge 19 India 21
in this set was not pretty. Here are some excerpts: 20 New Zealand 1
21 Canada 21
s 22 Trinidad and Tobago 15
23 5D E = 600 5Dx E -1 200 @ -13
%6  aDx  E 4 200 6C N 1 1390 15 ¢ We averaged 15 VPs against the top seven teams
30 MM W 1 450 5Dx S -2 -100 -8 ¢ We averaged 17 VVPs against the middle seven
3 45 W 2 480 6S W -1 50 -l teams _
3 S W = 620 35 W = 40  -10 ¢ We averaged 17 VVPs against the bottom seven
teams

| regard the result against the top teams as outstanding,
the middle teams as slightly above expectations and the
bottom teams as slightly below expectations. That said,
there are no ‘easybeats’ at the World Championships
and even against the bottom teams you have to ‘earn’
your wins.

Board IMPs

So there we have a view from the engine room of the
2007 Open Team competing at the Bermuda Bowl.

One of the things I like to do, call it self-flagellation,
is to map out basic statistical analysis of the
performance of the team. Some of these statistics
may be meaningless to you, the reader, but they are
all issues relative to captaining a team.

Average

Board IMPs per
Number TotaPs 4 boards

1
2 53

- l.-_iuqlq assssyg 3 25
4 10 19
b -22
6 -3
7 2
8 12 -2.75
9 19
10 16
11 -7
12 4 8
13 5
14 2

Standing: Richard Jedrychowski, Murray Green, - 28

16 -19 4

Andrew Peake, David Stern

All boards always played in number order



What this does is suggest whether the team loses
concentration as the match moves on. There is a clear
indication here that the team performed well at the
beginning of the match relative to the rest.

Morning / Afternoon / Evening

Board Morning Early Late
Afternoon Afternoon

1 - 0 -10
2 19 18 16
3 -15 22 18
4 16 -7 1
5 1 -14 9
6 8 -4 -7
7 2 33 -33
8 11 16 -15
9 4 5 10
10 27 11 0
1 -13 1 5
12 -4 24 -16
13 -4 -10 19
14 8 -1 -5
15 17 17 -6
16 5 9 -15

TOTAL 80 80 A7

This clearly shows that the team performed substantially
worse in the 17:10 - 19:30 match, possibly suggesting
late afternoon fatigue may have been an issue.

To look further into this, let’s look at who we played
in terms of where they finished:

Qual Qual Qual
Finish Finish Finish
18 Pakistan 3 Netherlands 2 USA1
17 Ireland 1 USA?2 8 South Africa
21 Canada 19 India 12 Poland
7 China 20 New Zealand 13 Indonesia
SMEG
4 Norway 6 Sweden 10 Japan
9 Brazil 15 Argentina 14 Egypt
1 Italy 16 Chinese Taipei 22 Trinidad and
Tobago
11 Average 13 Average 12 Average

So it seems the team had some problems with playing
the third match of the day. Perhaps an analysis by
players would be useful, but I am all numbered out at
this point.

Partnerships

¢ Datum: Neill/Jedi 8" best pair, averaging 0.32
IMPs per board

¢ Datum: Gumby/Lazer 13" best pair averaging
0.28 IMPs per board

¢ Datum: Green/Peake 33 best pair averaging
0.00 IMPs per board

To put this in perspective to get the 16-14 each match

you need to qualify for the quarterfinals if each pair
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averages just 0.15 IMPs per board you should average
enough to get there.

In terms of datums versus opponents:

Place Country NJ GL

1 Italy -0.64 -0.09

2 USA1 -0.82 - -1.96

3 Netherlands 0.49 -0.46

4 Norway 0.78 0.86

6 Sweden -0.60 -0.32 -

7 China SMEG - -0.65 0.01

8 South Africa 1.46 - 0.94

9 Brazil - 114 1.99

10 Japan -0.06 - -1.61

1 USA2 - 0.87 1.05

12 Poland - -0.23 -0.67

13 Indonesia 1.68 -0.26

14 Egypt -0.93 -0.31

15 Argentina - 2.27 0.15

16 Chinese Taipei 1.40 -0.04

17 Ireland 1.55 -0.23

18 Pakistan - -0.10 -0.61

19 India -0.53 2.08

20 New Zealand 0.24 - -1.23

21 Canada 0.18 - 1.54

22 Trinidad and Tobago -0.61 - 0.74
Average Overall 0.32 0.28 -0.00
Average Top 7 Teams 0.11 -0.13 -0.34
Average Middle 7 Teams 0.81 0.48 0.10
Average Bottom 7 Teams 0.37 0.58 0.08

Do all these statistics mean anything? Truthfully, at
the event, they do provide a guide, but until you have
all of the statistics lined up, which is usually after the
tournament is over, it is hard to be reactive to what they
are telling you. Certainly, they would be useful if one
were to captain this team again.

Performance

So why did this team outperform so many other, per-
haps more fancied teams which Australia has sent away
to the World Championships? | am very clear in my
mind on this subject.

1. This team left Australia with more practice
than any other team | have captained. They
participated in as many tournaments as they
could enter, did online partnership bidding
practice, had three online matches against
CAYNE (USA), three online matches against
the Indonesian teams - something which served
them very well in the tournament.

2. Three of the partnerships can boast longevity,
something which I believe is critical to success
at this level. All too often at the top level in
Australian bridge, there is a game of partnership



musical chairs. As my friend Richard Grenside
would say when asked if a partnership would

be allowed to have a substitute — “they can have
the finest player in the world and | won’t have
an issue” — nothing substitutes for partnership
understanding.

3. The members of this team have known each
other for a very long time. They elected to play
together in the qualifying playoffs, and it seemed
to me that there was a lot of mutual bridge
respect — something which is essential to play in
events like this.

4. During the entire tournament there was no,
repeat no, intra-partnership or inter-partnership
discussions other than very occasional mild
discussions of what happened on a board or how
partnership agreements should treat a particular
situation. It was awesome to watch how well this
worked.

5. The team maintained total focus throughout the
event. They went to bed early, met at breakfast
and found an excellent balance between
socialising with each other and maintaining some
quiet times when needed.

6. Any bridge abilities that may have been lacking
versus the finest players in the world were
more than amply made up by a positive and
appropriate attitude to partner, team, captain and
the task at hand.

So, perhaps after reading this article you might like
to be more sympathetic to the multitude of bridge,
personal and other issues that the captain has to deal
with to optimise the results of the team.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the team
for the privilege of allowing me to captain them and
tell them how proud | was of their well earned result
at what proved to be an exciting event.

David Stern, Sydney

seiage 2NN

The closest | may ever get to the Bermuda Bowl
(with Boye Brogeland, 2007 Norwegian Team).

Grand National Pairs Championships

Here’s your chance to grab Gold Masterpoints!

Most players already know that the ABF has
inaugurated a brand new pairs tournament,
the Grand National Pairs Championship of Australia
(GNP). The GNP will be played as match-pointed pairs
and is open to all players who have not achieved Life
Master status as at 1 January, 2008.

The tournament will have three stages.

1. Early rounds (Club Selection) will be played in
clubs.

2. Successful pairs from the Club Selection stage will
be eligible to compete in a Regional Final.

3. Successful pairs from Regional Finals will qualify
for the National Final.

The National Final of GNP 2008 will be played in
Canberra in January 2009, as part of the Summer
Festival of Bridge. Pairs who qualify for the National
Final will receive a travel subsidy from the ABF. The
subsidy will be sufficient to meet the cost of travel
from home to Canberra and return.

Gold Masterpoints, on an extended scale, will be
awarded at all stages of the GNP as follows:

Club Selection: 75% down the field
Regional Final: 100% down the field
National Final: 100% down the field

Full details about the GNP can be found on the ABF
website www.abf.com.au. Click on Grand National
Pairs on the banner page, then on GNP update.

If your club has not already scheduled a GNP Club
Selection for 2008, you should approach your
President and Club Tournament Secretary and ask
them to arrange it. GNP Club Selections may be
special events or may be integrated into existing events
Therefore, it is a very simple matter for your club to
stage a GNP Club Selection.

If you and your partner wish to compete in the 2008
GNP but your club cannot hold a Club Selection,
please contact one of the national organisers (listed
below) and we will do our very best to make alternative
arrangements for you.

So, we urge you to be part of this exciting new event.
Some clubs have already staged selections, with Gold
Masterpoints awarded to the top 75% of the fields.

John Brockwell: jbrockwell@grapevine.net.au
Di Marler: dianne.marler@santos.com
Jane Rasmussen: secretariat@netspeed.com.au

GNP National Organisers
5



Marketing bridge to young adults

aving spent most of my working life in manage-

ment positions in the fields of marketing/promo-
tion/publicity/corporate relations/public affairs, and a
good part of the last four years trying to learn to play
bridge, | found in the latter half of 2007 that | had eased
into the position of Publicity Officer for South Perth
Bridge Club (it’s a great club — please visit us!).

| have read, with considerable interest, articles by
Australian and American authors advocating the need
to market bridge more effectively, and in particular the
need to attract a greater proportion of younger players.
This is a matter that should obviously be high on the
priority list of clubs wishing to ensure their long-term
sustainability, and it has become my primary (but not
sole) objective. Unfortunately, | can find few articles
describing actual experiences of bridge marketing ac-
tivities. This article outlines one such experience.

In Perth there is a flourishing youth bridge program
conducted by Jonathan and Thelma Free. Associated
with that program is a group committed to fund-raising
for youth development, with patron Les Calcraft among
the very generous donors. In my efforts to attract new
young players to SPBC, | had no wish to compete
against those highly regarded activities.

It seemed to me that our local universities were well
worth exploring as a source of future players. Students
generally range in age from 18-19 upwards, so the large
majority are in the young adult category. Many of us
know people who (many years ago) played bridge regu-
larly when they were uni students, and | guess there are
today groups of players on many campuses.

The Web produced information that The ANU, The
UNSW and The University of Sydney have active
bridge clubs. These appeared to be the only three uni-
versities with such clubs in Australia. (This could be
an inaccurate conclusion, as my only research was to
Google Bridge Club + University + Australia!).

| therefore decided initially to approach Curtin Uni-
versity of Technology, which is located about two
kilometres from South Perth Bridge Club, and also
happens to have been my place of employment for 28
years. The first step was to make it known that many
high status universities have well-established bridge
clubs and to suggest that it would be worthwhile inves-
tigating whether we could generate interest in playing
bridge on campus. | cited the clubs at Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, Stanford and other institutions of similar
prestige in the USA, at Oxford, Cambridge, Durham,
York & Edinburgh in the UK, McGill in Canada and
the University of Hong Kong. Many of these clubs
have their own websites.

6

As a consequence of my action at Curtin, | was invited
also to undertake an evaluation of the potential for
bridge on the campus of Murdoch University, similarly
well within the area from which SPBC members are
drawn (a number of our members live in a retirement
village physically located on the Murdoch University
campus). There are two other universities in Perth and
one in Fremantle, but these are well out of range of
SPBC. Although I recall from The UWA News some
time ago, a suggestion that the defunct UWA Bridge
Club should be revived, there is no evidence on the
Web that this occurred, or that either other university
has a bridge club.

It was agreed that the most logical strategy was for
me to attend Orientation Day at both our local institu-
tions. On “O-Day,” the first semester intake of new
students attend a part-day of activities, where a large
number of exhibitors, including on-campus clubs and

Want to improve your bridge?
See www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day

Bridge Holidays with
Ron and Suzie Klinger in 2008

Lord Howe Island
May 31 - June 6

Kangaroo Island
June 29 - July 6

Murray River Cruise | =
July6-11

Salamander Shores Norfolk Island
(near Nelson Bay) (Book early!)
November2-7 November 16 - 23

Tangalooma
Island Resort
August 11 - 16

Workshops in 2008
4 Brishane at Toowong Bridge Club, April 15 and Northern
Suburbs Bridge Club, April 17

@ NZ at Wellington, May 10-12 and Auckland, May 17-18
@ Sydney at Grand Slam BC Double Bay, July 22-23

@ Melbourne at Peninsula Country Club, September 15-17,
and Borin Bridge Centre, September 19
For all enquiries contact:
Holiday Bridge,
PO Box 140,
Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589

email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au




societies, have stalls from which students can obtain
information about a wide range of extra-curricular
recreational and other activities. If we succeeded in
generating some interest, then we would look at how
SPBC could perhaps give some support to bridge
activity at each institution, including, eventually, the
possible formation of a campus bridge club.

Having agreed to participate on both days, | needed to
develop some appropriate promotional materials

My only previous experience in promoting bridge was
at a state government sponsored “Seniors’ Activities
Day” last spring, at a stall organised by BAWA'’s Pro-
motions Officer Di Brooks, where | was one of a group
of helpers. I wrote a small pamphlet promoting SPBC
for that event, but found that it lacked some relevant
information. For the campus, we needed an improved
version and, to complement it, a pamphlet explaining
in some detail how bridge is played so that prospective
players could see its challenges and its fascination.

The pamphlet: “Learn to play the most challenging
game of all — bridge” promotes the attractions of bridge
as recreation in a very general sense. In the absence of
anything meeting my requirements | wrote a second
pamphlet: “The fascinating game of bridge”; although
this was written for the university student population
it is also applicable in a broader market. | have copy-
righted this, as it took me weeks to produce, but should
any other club have a use for it, it is available, provided
that conditions stated on the pamphlet are met.

Further requirements for the Orientation Days were a
display stand, and holders for the pamphlets. To dress
the stand | produced a series of laminated A4 posters
that I hoped would capture the attention of passing stu-
dent traffic. These posters carried a series of quotations
extolling the attractions of the game (Google “famous
bridge quotations”) from people including Mike Law-
rence, Martina Navratilova and Warren Buffet.

The materials for making the stand, the signs, acrylic
pamphlet holders, photocopying pamphlets and miscel-
laneous costs came to less than $500. All will be usable
for the future in other promotional activities.

The number of new students attending the Murdoch
orientation was estimated at 1500; ours was one of 130
stalls. At Curtin the estimated attendance was 3000;
ours was one of 164 stalls. The total student popula-
tions, which we will eventually be trying to promote
to, are in excess of 10,000 and 30,000 respectively.

At Murdoch, I had conversations with 17 young adults
whose responses suggested a reasonable prospect that
these individuals will enrol in our club’s bridge classes.
This number might seem to be quite small, but starting
from a zero base I felt it was encouraging.

At Curtin, the number of potentially productive inter-
views was 39, similarly encouraging.

The quotations on the display stand were not at all ef-
fective as ‘attention getters’. What did work was the
club banner, together with the question to those who
paused when they saw that I represented a bridge club
“Would you like to learn to play the greatest game of
all?” I also found that the students were particularly
intrigued when | told them it has taken me nearly as
much input of time to become, at best, a moderately
competitive tournament bridge player as it did to com-
plete a B.Sc. This seemed to define clearly that they
were being invited to take on a worthwhile challenge,
something with appeal in that environment. | will scrap
the quotations signs and replace them on the stand with
two large signs, one printed with the question ““Would
you like to learn... and the other with “BRIDGE, a
true sport of the mind...”” This is of course the opening
statement from “Bridge and the Olympic Movement”
http://www.worldbridge.org/IOC/IOC.htm, which was
of considerable interest and a ‘must have’ document
when publicising our game. | also use a copy of the
page http://www.olympic.org/uk/sports/index_uk.asp
where there is another useful reference to bridge.

One of the promotional pamphlets carries information
about the beginners classes conducted at South Perth.
To enhance the recruitment process we are discussing
the possibility of developing a program of beginners’
classes as part of the on-campus recreational activities
at these institutions.

These are clearly very early days in this project; how-
ever, even with my cynical attitude to initial market
exploration of this type (born of experience!) I have
some confidence that we might be able to develop
our two local tertiary institutions as a future source of
young tournament bridge players (and club members?!).
I will report later on any progress, but in the meantime
encourage other clubs who have not previously consid-
ered this type of activity on their nearby campuses.

I would be glad to do whatever I can to assist anybody
with questions related to our experience so far, and
hope others with practical experience in promoting our
game will share their experiences. My email address
is krisjohn@iprimus.com.au

| have put the text for the two pamphlets on the web
at http://home.iprimus.com.au/krisjohn/

| produce both pamphlets as A4 double column (in
landscape format) using 11 pt. Times New Roman
text. They are then photocopied as a one page, backed,
document folded to A5.

John Hughes,
Perth
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Computers and bridge

uite a few years ago | wrote a series of articles with

this same title for Australian Bridge magazine. |
believe the year was 1996, but I could be wrong. It is
time to revisit one of them.

Many of you play bridge online, or have a computer
program that you can play bridge against such as
Jack, Bridge Baron, Q-Plus or Whbridge5 (the four
semi-finalists of the recent Computer Bridge World
Championships). The big question is “Will a computer
ever be able to beat a world class group of players over
a large number of hands?”” The answer in 1996 was
no, the answer now is maybe, perhaps the answer in
another 11 years will be yes, but I am not sure this is
the case. Some of this is due to imagination, some of
it to human tendency, but whatever it is, we will have
an edge over computer bridge for some time yet.

The reason for revisiting this subject is something that
happened recently; it will now be impossible to beat a
computer at draughts or checkers. The game has been
solved. There is now a perfect way to play the game,
regardless of whether you have the black or white
pieces - you can always guarantee a draw. It is the
latest in a series of games that you should never play
against a computer. This story actually goes back to
1962 when IBM sponsored Albert Samuels’ project to
try and beat ““English Draughts’ (English Draughts is
played on an 8x8 board whereas International or Polish
Checkers is played on a 10x10 board). Many thought
the game was solved back then, but the computer
played against an alleged champion, not a true one.
When the computer played against the finalists of the
true world championship of draughts in 1966, it lost
4-0 to both players.

Many people thought the game had been solved then,
and it was almost forgotten about in the computer
world. In 1997 the Guinness Book of World Records
recognised the “Chinook™ (University of Alberta,
Canada) program as the first computer to win a human
championship. However, it was not until last year that
the Chinook program was finished, and in July 2007,
it was announced that “checkers” had been solved. It
is the most complex ever game to be solved, having
500,000,000,000,000,000,000 combinations or 5 x
10%. This took many years to achieve and is one of the
biggest things to happen in computers and artificial
intelligence. The previous biggest ‘solve’ was Connect-
4 (draughts is about 1 million times more complex
than Connect-4). The one they are all now after is
chess. While the IBM and Microsoft corporations have
thrown a lot of money at this ask, it will take some years
to solve chess, despite this quote from Gary Kasparov:
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“In certain kinds of positions, the computer sees so
deeply that it plays like God” (after losing his first of
six chess games to IBM’s Deep Blue).

You may now be asking what this has to do with
bridge.

Bridge is a beautiful game in many ways, but it differs
from the other games | have mentioned earlier. The
previously mentioned games are ‘complete information
systems’, i.e. everyone can see what is happening.
Bridge is a “partial information system’; you can never
see more than half the pieces (cards), and this is where
the beauty lies.

In our modern world the computer is getting more
powerful everyday. Tasks done by computers today
were thought impossible 10 years ago. No doubt it will
be the same again in 10 years time. Will a computer
be able to beat bridge? There are a possible 53,644,
737,765,488,792,839,237,440,000 bridge hands, (or
53 octillion or 5.3 x 102 [the last few zeros are due to
computer rounding of numbers]). This is surely within
the computer’s realm. The crux of the argument comes
down to the fact that the computer cannot see all of
the pieces at once.

The imagination of the human mind is a powerful thing.
Some may think that a computer can outdo us in this
regard by sheer power and the number of calculations
it can do per second. The computer may be able to
find the double dummy lines you may see recorded
as optimal play on a hand record, but how does that
explain the anomalies?

Our game of bridge cannot be overtaken by the
computer. Can the computer look at a player and see
which one is nervous holding the queen of trumps?

Sean Bentley, SA
2009 Maccabiah Games

I n January we invited parties
interested in representing Australia
in the 2009 Maccabiah Games to
contact Henry Benjamin. The event
will now take place in Jerusalem
between July 13 and 23, 2009.

The team will be chosen by three
independent selectors, none of whom will be
participating in the event.

Macca.biah
TN

I"DWN RO 18-1 1205
13th MACCABIAH ISRAFL 2008

Although not yet confirmed, there may be a
women’s event, and parties interested in competing
in this should also make application at this time.
For further information contact the Team Manager,
Henry Benjamin

Tel: 0418 444 321

Email: henrybenj@mac.com



2008 McCutcheon Trophy Leaders WA promotes better future for bridge

Total ~ Gold Red  Green 2008 he Bridge Association of WA has taken up

1 GOSNEY PAUL 143538  768.38 621.57 4543 38.13 . . e .

2 FEILER GABBY 952.7 637.36 254.99 6035 33.87 % & Promotions Project to “Foster Bridge
3 NUNN TONY 424978 2823.85 1354.83 711 32.86 1IN WA.” Currently on board, there are car
4 GRIFFITHS NYE 1062.56 689.37 326.39 294632 ;8.76 bumper stickers, bridge posters and fliers as
5 WILLIAMS JUSTIN 2175.32  732.98 1147.45 294. 7.41 P .

6 KROCHMALIK DANIEL 780.46  516.53 239.49  24.44 27.34 well as a publlcat|qn Getting the Best QUt of
7 WARE GRIFF 1387.26 98479 368.27 342 27.34 Promotions” by Di Brooks. The latter is full
8 WILKINSON MICHAEL 1163.57 614.89 511.95 36.73 26.28 qf good ideas to he|p with club promotions_

9 HUNG ANDY 496.09 331.46 154.11 1052 23.15 i .

10 GREEN MURRAY 3022.67 1646.21 1253.14 12332 2259 Recentprojects have been quite successful. A
11 EDGTTON NABIL 610.16 3721 219.43 18.63 21.01 radio interview, followed up with announce-
12 HOLLANDS PETER 283.73 2059 7554 229 20.84 . .

13 HOWARD JUSTIN 630.52 435.64 176.75 18.13 19.94 ments on the Igcal radio stations, as vv_eII as
14 HUNT BILL 560591 1022.98 4110.73 4722 19.64 1IN the community newspapers, saw an influx
15 OSMUND DANNY 880.03 167.81 485.7 226.52 19.06 of 22 students into Nedlands Bridge Club’s
16 PARKER RALPH 3695.23  769.02 2577.07 349.14 19 . )

17 MORCOMBE ANDREW  232.25 169.75 34.63 27.87 16.87 beginners’ classes.

18 RICHMAN BOB 9278.24  5557.7 3505.21 215.33 16.69 Another WA club, Rockingham Bridge Club
19 PEAKE ANDREW 3774.68 2027.41 157878 16849 1625 |nc held it’s Annual “Open Day” on Febru-
20 LACHMAN ROSA 1541.04 458.84 942.98 139.22 16.19 )

21 DYKE KIERAN 5117.6 3127.96 172911 26053 161 ary 16. This was promoted through letterbox
22 EBERY JAMIE 3340.48 1508.99 1717.84 113.65 15.82 drops, as well as two weeks of half-page ad-
23 BROAD JILL 130792 3032 847.09 157.63 1515 yertisements. The project attracted over 30
24 RITTER CATHERINE 787.3  357.01 400.72 29.57 15.08 o ; R

25 DAWSON JANE 797.36 30436 377.37 11563 1451 enquiries, with 26 people venturing into the
26 HANS SARTAJ 243459 1638.45 782.61 13.53 14.42 realm of contract bridge. On that morning, a
27 FRANCIS NEVILLE 3072.28 113378 2277.11 56139 1435 g mntious morning tea was the ‘icing’ on the
28 GILL PETER 6281.28 347421 2642.48 16459 14.09 . )

29 MORAWIECKI ROMAN  1197.16  204.47 667.27 32542 1408 Cake. Comments received were all very posi-
30 HALE PHIL 519.97  110.9 279.82 129.25 13.92 tive - an enjoyable experience, good food,
31 WOOD JAMES 454,46 93.97 20491 15558 1392 and a friendly atmosphere was the feedback.
32 CHAN HOI-MINE 45.47 2772 17.24 051 1355

33 MATHESON LEIGH 3035  20.81  6.88  2.66 13.55

34 RODWELL NICHOLAS  348.97 178.89 14447 2561 13.36

35 BRANICKI LEERON 565.34 119.95 351.6 93.79 13.27

36 GOUGH JOHN 517.01  82.69 376.55 57.77 13.15

37 OSMUND LINDA 211.04  32.39 112.47 66.18 12.8

38 HEALY WILLIAM 1237.08  297.12 680.87 259.09 12.68

39 SAXBY ELSPETH 1129.72  98.69 454.98 576.05 12.58

40 KAMALARASA S 706.61  234.67 443.44 285 1232

41 MOORE NIKOLAS 83.76  50.03 21.19 12.54 12.31

42 VARMO JAN 349.41 135.07 149.61 64.73 1217

43 WILSON BARRY 2335  30.36 96.44 106.7 12.02

44 AFFLICK AN 1440.93 547.36 786.54 107.03 11.92

45 MOSES LARRY 1518.29  443.92 825.08 249.29 11.91

46 WARDLE MARTIN 117.53 8459 2561  7.33 11.87

47 KINGHAM BEN 191.14 97.4 7826 1548 11.75

48 DALLEY KEN 13529  80.11 17.73 37.45 11.72

49 SFREDDO EDI 7947 25.45 200.02 569.23 11.71

50 DAVIS DERRICK 1446.15 398.96 886.24 160.95 11.6

At Rockingham Bridge Club’s Open Day, the
Dealing Machine club members encouraged the new players

NEW SUPER MACHINE!

100% Australian made

Uses cheapie Aussie cards

Improve the standard at your club
Ask us, your club may be eligible for a

Congratulations to the people behind the
scenes, as well as the club members, who
turned up on the day to ‘buddy’ up with the
prospective students.

The Club President, Janice Hawker, would

government or other grant i
like to thank everyone who worked so hard

Gilly ekt LS EE IRy to make the day such a terrific success. Well
Enquiries welcome to postfree@bigpond.net.au done, everyone.

Visit Bridge Museum www.postfree.cc

L R 2R 2R 2

Di Brooks, WA
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Coaching Cathy at Contract

DousLE THE DIFFERENCE
Revered Uncle,
| was playing with a ‘pick-up’ the other day and the

bidding went:
Me Oppol Pick-up Oppo2
1v Dbl 2NT Pass
3NT Pass 49 All Pass

Well, my partner had 10 points and support for hearts.
My hand was minimum, and he suggested that | should
have just bid 3¥. Why didn’t he just bid 3% and | would
have passed?

Luv, Cathy

Dear Cathy,

A conventional 2NT response after a takeout double
is pretty much standard fare, given that redouble is
available with good hands and no fit. The object is to
let partner know that responder has a value raise to at
least three of partner’s suit. It can be used over any
natural suit opening at the one-level with a double
from the opponents.

The general attitude to the opponents’ takeout doubles
is that your strong hands are covered pretty much by
2NT (fit) and redouble (no fit). In addition, suits at the
one-level should be one-round forces and suits at the
two-level, non-forcing. Direct raises to the three-level
can be used more destructively, just showing a 9+ card
fit and not necessarily any great strength.

Hence, if partner opens 14 and right hand opponent

doubles, you could bid 24 on:
#J399434¢KJ109754Q3

and 34 on:

#)J7539943¢KQ107493

Both bids are designed to give partner the best
information and make life difficult for the opponents,
who may have the balance of strength. On stronger
hands, such as:

4Q3YKJ1I034KJ9541064
you can redouble to suggest that the opponents may
have some difficulty finding a suitable contract.
With:

#Q963YKI54KJ954106
you can bid 2NT to show a good raise to at least 34.
As with all things systemic, good structure caters for a

maximum number of possibilities and creates a position
where the methods are reasonably easy to learn.

Warmest regards, David
10

A Bridge Too Far?

Afirst year as a pro

By Tom Hanlon with Enda Murphy (Acumen Press,
2007, soft cover, 305 pages, $34.95 postfree)

Tom Hanlon, generally recognised as Ireland’s best
player, tells a story with many sub-plots and a
great many deals. On almost every page there are one
or two hands that ask the reader to pass or bid, to bid
or double, or to finesse or play for the drop.

You will meet most of the world’s top players, not
always at their best. On one deal, Zia decides to bid
6NT with singleton king in the opponent’s suit, on
the basis that the suit will not be led because he is
advertising king doubleton. Alas, opponents take the
first seven tricks.

On this deal Tom’s partner in crime, Hugh
McGann, found a devilish bid in the 2006 European
Championships:

North deals, EW vulnerable

s A
¥865
¢KQJ4
108763
aKJ42 10753
vYQJ97 YK1032
¢A963 410852
s5 %9
#0Q986
VA4
*7
SAKQJI42
West North East South
McGann Hanlon
14 Pass 2%
Pass KL J Pass 49
Pass 44 Pass (L J
All Pass

South’s 4% was systemically a splinter, reducing
the attraction of leading a heart. West led ¢A, so the
contract made easily. | wholeheartedly recommend this
book, firstly as an engrossing read, and secondly as a
look at how bridge is played at or near the top.

Reviews by Paul Lavings
Postfree Bridge Books

STOP PRESS!

Congratulations to MARSTON, Tom Hanlon - Hugh
McGann, Kate McCallum - Paul Marston, who took
out the Final of the Gold Coast Teams against a visiting
Chinese team by 138 - 115 IMPs.



BRIDGE TOURS 2008 and 2009
Vietnam, 10 May, 2008

Ho Chi Minh City, Danang, Hoi An and Halong Bay

14 day exclusive package of Vietnam plus optional extension to Sapa

Visitors to Vietnam are overwhelmed by the sublime beauty of
the country's natural setting: the Red River Delta in the north,
the Mekong Delta in the south and almost the entire coastal strip
are a patchwork of brilliant green rice paddies tended by women
in conical hats.

OUR ADVENTURE allows you the opportunity to see a country
of traditional charm and rare beauty over 14 days. Group size is
limited.

Call NOW before this tour is closed for Sale and experience
Amazing Vietnam.

Land only packages available from
$2880 twin share per person

TURKEY SEPTEMBER 2008
STOP PRESS !! STOP PRESS !! STOP PRESS !! STOP PRESS !!

Final plans are just being put into place for our “Ottoman” Adventure. Our |2 day tour from Istanbul covers
several Wonders of the World.

Register your interest by contacting us today, limited numbers!

RUSSIA - TSAR'S GOLD SEPTEMBER 2009
STOP PRESS !! STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS !! STOP PRESS !!

Beijing to Moscow - 14-28 Sept ‘09

Enjoy safe and comfortable travel in a private train,
following the fascinating 100 year old railway
route....The Transsiberian

Register your interest by contacting us today, limited
numbers!

Contact: Ros Bulat or Marion Picot

The Conference Team — World Travel Professionals
)4
Suite 2, 142 Bundall Road, Bundall QLD 4217 @
zconferenceteam (PO Box 4943 GCMC QLD 9276) worldtravel
Phone: 07 5556 7222 Fax: 07 5556 7200 PROFESSIONALS

Interstate - 1800 249804

Email: tct@worldtravel.com.au
Licence: TAG1502

Your Bridge Director — Cheryl Simpson Ph 07 55388821

*all prices are quoted per person twin share, subject to availability and conditions

* CALL FOR A FULL BROCHURE *
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2008 Summer Festival of Bridge Title Holders

National Non-Life Master Teams Championships
Barry Midgley, Jeff Brokenshire, Robert Hurst,
Ruth Gallagher

0-149: Ron Casey, Rod Curtin, Jean Field,

Lynne Errington

0-99: Chula Naranong, Malcolm Lavender,
George Skarbek, Ken Tenner

0-49: Sharon Carver, Justin Helman, John Jeffery,
John Brotchie

National Seniors Teams Championships

David Lilley, Andy Braithwaite, Ron Klinger,
Bill Haughie, John Lester, Gabi Lorentz

Veteran: Ken Storr, Claire Schafer, Margaret Wear,
J Williams

Women: Phyllis Logan, Sheila Malloch,

Mary Francis, Ann-Marie Bolger

Mixed: Earl Dudley, Ann Powell, Peter Jamieson,
Ruth Jamieson, Richard Grenside, Sue Grenside
Country: Janet Clarke, Virginia Dressler,

Noel Crockett, Shirley Crockett

Womens Last Train Pairs

Julette Alexander & Eva Caplan

Seniors Last Train Pairs
David Hoffman & Margaret Bourke

Open Last Train Pairs
Murat Genc & Margaret Perley

Australian Mens Pairs Championship
John Newman & David Lusk

Australian Womens Pairs Championships
Helena Dawson & Christine Williams

Australian Mixed Pairs Championship
Catherine Ritter & Sartaj Hans
Australian Seniors Pairs Championship
Paul McGrath & Robyn Fletcher
Australian Novice Pairs Championship
Graham Hislop & James Sunderland
National Womens Teams Championship

Karen Creet, Sheila Bird, Julia Hoffman,
Jenny Thompson, Rena Kaplan, Paula Schroor

Veterans: Linda Abbenbroek, Bev Menzies,
Judy McLennan, Coral Aikin

Country: Josie Ryan, Chris Hadaway, Karen Ody,
Sally Clarke

Continued on page 16

‘ 1

K -
el A i

Directors: Phil Gue & Martin Willcox

The Northern Territory Bridge Association presents the

Territory Gold Bridge Festival
at the

Alice Springs Convention Centre

Wednesday August 27 - Saturday August 30 2008

Swiss Pairs (with play off points), Swiss Teams, Matchpoint Pairs

ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS, CASH PRIZES & MOST EVENINGS FREE!

Details and entry form on http:/www.ntba.com.au/TGBF 2008/Brochure.pdf

SR

Convenor: Eileen Boocock
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MATT MULLAMPHY’S

Luxury Bridge Holidays

2008 World Bridge Olympiad
SHANGHALI . XIAN . BEIJING

SEP 26 - OCT 7, 2008

A The Forbidden City¥ Tianamen SquareeeThe Great Wall ¢
A Pearl Market W Panjiayuan MarketesShanghai Acrobats ¢

A Yu Gardens¥ The Bunde®The Terracotta Warriors ¢

STAYING AT “THE RAFFLES HOTEL, BEIJING” &
AND “THE RITZ CARLTON, SHANGHAT”
TWIN SHARE EX. SYDNEY
FROM §$ 6,975 P/P

ALL INCLUSIVE

* All flights and transfers

* All breakfasts and dinners

* Extensive sightseeing tours
* Daily bridge lessons & sessions

13



Bridge into the 21st Century

SupPORT DOUBLES AND
REDOUBLES

upport Doubles and

Redoubles (SDs) were
invented by US expert Eric
Rodwell, and differentiate
between whether opener
has three-card or four-card
support for responder’s suit
in competitive auctions.

You open 14 holding 4 A7, ¥ Q106, ¢ J104, % AQ862,
and the bidding proceeds:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1d Pass 1v 1le
2

Playing SDs, double shows three-card support, and 2%
shows four-card support.

As responder, what would you bid here:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1d Pass 1v 1e
Dbl 26 ?

#873,YA986,¢KQB862, %2

4873, YA986,¢K2,#QJ76
#62,9J10964,¢K103,#A109

4, #QJ2,9Q9872,4QJ3,#J2

1. 3¢. You only have a seven-card heart fit, so 3¥ is
out of the question. Opener has two spades (at most),
and only three hearts. Since opener holds at least eight

cards in the minors it is well worth taking the chance
you have a diamond fit.

2. 3%, Using the same logic as in Question 1, opener
must have at least four clubs, and very likely five.
When you bid 3% opponents must decide whether to
pass you out or soldier on to 34. At pairs, doubling
34 is very appealing.

3. 3¥. Even with only a 5-3 fit the odds are to bid 3¥
with your nicely made-up hand, rather than let the
opponents try for eight tricks in 24.

4. Pass. You have an eight-card fit, but you are missing

too many aces and kings to imagine 3% will make, plus
you have good defensive prospects against 2.

w N e

Copy Deadline
for Issue No 131, May 2008, the deadline is:
April 28, 2008

Late submissions will be held over until Issue 132,
June 2008 at the discretion of the Editor

Email: editor@abf.com.au
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SDsapply up to an overcall of 2%. All these doubles and
redoubles are SDs, and show three-card support:

1. WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1% Pass 1le 29
Dbl

2. 1% Pass 1v Dbl
Rdbl

3. 1e¢ Pass 1v 2
Dbl

4, 1é Pass 2 29
Dbl

5. 1% Pass 1¢ VA 4
Dbl

Sometimes opener has two messages to send, making
SDs invaluable.

What should West bid in the following sequence:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1% Pass 1v 14
?

AAQ3, YA98 ¢KQB8 #ABT2
41093, YA98 48 #AKJI863
463, YAKS ¢K8 SAKQ872

1. Double. And later freely bid 2NT (or 3NT if
necessary), showing 18-19 balanced. If you jump to
2NT immediately you deny three card support for
responder’s suit.

2. Double. And later compete with 3¢,

3. Double, and later cuebid spades (opponents’ suit)
asking for a stopper for 3NT.

When the overcall is 24 or higher, your partnership
must decide whether double is takeout or penalties:

w N e

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1v Pass 2¢ 34
Dbl

My preference is to play this double as takeout, almost
surely three-card support:

432, YVAK986,4Q86,#KQ5.
Playing SDs responder should re-open with a double
if at all possible:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1v Pass 14 2
Pass Pass ?

Holding#A10653,¥Y86,¢KQ86,%52 besure
to re-open with a takeout double. Opener may hold
2, YVAKT732, ¢A32 % KQ 106, and can only
penalise the opponents if responder re-opens with a
takeout double (by passing).

Paul Lavings
Postfree Bridge Books
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PAUL LAVINGS POSTFREE BRIDGE BOOKS
PO Box 807 Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861 Email: postfree@bigpond.net.au

VISIT BRIDGE MUSEUM at www.postfree.cc

or UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS SECURELY,

THROUGH OUR WEBSITE.

How Good is your
Bridge?

By Danny Roth
Practical problems in
play and defence.
$32.95 POSTFREE

Specials

TRIPLE PACK

Pairs

With Larry Cohen.

$80.00 POSTFREE

Larry Cohen Life Masters

3 cds, Days 1,2,3 Over-the-
shoulder advice at Pairs

A Bridge Too Far?
A first year as a pro
by Tom Hanlon &
Enda Murray

2007 Laws of
Duplicate Bridge
Now also in hard
cover. Discount for 6+

An Irish pro tells a copies misplayed hands told  characters feature in
lively tale, with lots of ~ SOFT COVER $24.95 in the over-the- this mix of bridge
hands, and plenty of HARD COVER shoulder style. Amust  And murder.
action. $34.95 to improve your $32.95 POSTFREE
$34.95 POSTFREE POSTFREE declarer play.
$32.95 POSTFREE
BRIDGE
4-PACK BRIDGE TECHNIQUE DAILY BRIDGE
Classic and Modern SERIES CALENDARS

Conventions 1-4

Four volumes that amount to
a dictionary of Conventions
and treatments Value $180
$29.95 each ORALL3 FOR $100 POSTFREE

11 of the original 12 booklets
in this excellent series

from David Bird and Marc
Smith VALUE $164.45

$95 POSTFREE

Misplay these hands Double Elimination
with me A Bridge Mystery
by Mark Horton by Jim Priebe

A collection of 59 Authentic type

4 Daily Bridge Calenders,
1998 (same dates and days
as 2009),

1999 Truscott, 2000, 2005
Value $111.80

$75 POSTFREE

CLUB SUPPLIES

® 500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS

40 pads $180

* TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS,

PERSONAL SCORERS

* TIMER from Europe (1 year warranty) $460

POSTFREE

* EBA 100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS —

$4.40

* QUEENS SLIPPER $2.50 per pack

* PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $2.75 each
* ASE 8 CLUB SCORING PROGRAM - $399
e DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT.

BOOKS, Flipper

¢ BIDDING BOXES $59.95 a set with 100%

plastic bid cards

An ideal gift —

A subscription to
Australian Bridge,
your national bridge
magazine.

$49 for 6 issues.

Dealing Machine
NEW SUPER MACHINE!
100% Australian made
No barcodes, faster, smarter,
cheaper at $3995 + delivery
Ask us about government grants

We stock the full
- range of Paul
== Marston’s beginner
and intermediate
books and cheat sheets. Discounts
for clubs and teachers.

postfree@bigpond.net.au
ALL NON-DISCOUNT MAIL ORDER IS POSTFREE UP TO $15!

PPVLIBVIGDVIGAVIGPVIIDVIGAVIIPVIGPVL 0004
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Three Notrump in Depth
Augie Boehm, HNB Publishing

he author is a New York bridge teacher, and this

is his third book. The target audience is said to
be the intermediate player looking to gain a greater
understanding of everyone’s favourite contract.

The first part is presented as a dialogue between the
student, Sally, and “the Professor”. They discuss issues
such as how to investigate 3NT, whether to pass or pull
to a suit, and bidding beyond 3NT. Right from page
one the reader is offered new insights into notrump
bidding. What would you open with

AK YAQB83 ¢KJ72 #AKT72
One option isto open 2NT — it virtually guarantees that

you will be the declarer and keep your hand hidden.
The singleton honour may well be a stopper.

Not many pages further on the Professor shows the
following auction :

14 Pass 2% Pass
26 Pass 3% Pass
367

What does 3¢ mean? Clearly it is an attempt to get to
3NT, but does it ask or does it tell about a stopper?
In this case there are two unbid suits, so 3¢ TELLS.
With only one unbid suit, bidding that suit would ASK
for a stopper.

The book contains many good ideas and memory aids
presented in a clear and simple fashion.

In Part Two the student has gone home to do her mid-
term exam (the problems at the end of Part One),
leaving the Professor to discuss aspects of play in 3NT.
“Think of playing 3NT as a race to establish long suit
tricks before the defence can establish theirs™, he says.
All in all this is an excellent book, well worth a read,
even by less experienced players, for its clarity.

John Hardy

JACK 4
$114.95 (includes postage and GST)
The world’s best bridge program

BRIDGE TIMERS AND

DEALING MACHINES

Remote-controlled timers for $595 including GST, +
$10 postage in Australia. We also have second-hand
dealing machines in excellent condition.

Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd
P O Box 70, Leederville WA 6902
Ph: (08) 9420 2458 Fax: (08) 9341 4547 Email:
dyovich@iinet.net.au
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John Hardy

Books
Some ‘oldies’ are still the best
Introduction to the Law (Total Tricks)

|
H

Larry Cohen $13.20

Complete Book of Hand Evaluation

Mike Lawrence $24.20

25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know

Seagram & Smith $33.00

How to Defend a Bridge Hand

Bill Root $38.50
Software

JACK 4.0 $104.50

Upgrades from versions 2 and 3 available

Bridge Baron 18 $104.50

Upgrade to BB18 (old CD required) $57.20

Improve your bridge play with these —

A View from the Top

For the more experienced player $49.50

Bridge Master 2000

Challenge your declarer play skills $91.30

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or 0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@ugq.net.au
Website www.uqg.net.au/~zzjhardy

More Summer Festival Title Holders

Seniors: Jill Tonkin, Rhyll Scales, Barbara Toohey,
Liz Van Der Hor

National Swiss Pairs Championship

Andrew Peake & Kieran Dyke

National Seniors Swiss Pairs Championship
George Szubala & Wally Malazynski

South West Pacific Teams Championship

Murray Green, Helen Horwitz, Andrew Peake,
Peter Gill, Adam Zmudzinski, Cezary Balicki
Veteran: Tony Fallet, Shirley Arnold,

Patricia Grigson, Clare Gallagher

Seniors: John Scudder, Marcia Scudder,

Inez Draper, Judy Mott

Mixed: Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer, Cathy Chua,
Simon Hinge, Bob Richman, George Gaspar
Women: Judy Banks, Jeannie Anderson, Clare Lee,
Corrie Van Lier

Country: Ken Wilks, lan Walker, David Cohen,
Michael Johnson

Novice: Ella Beer, Don Beer, Jill Cromer, David
Luck, Susan Hegarty, Jenny Brogan

Youth: Stephen Williams, Laura Ginnan,

Jane Reynolds, Cameron Benson




FINESSE HOLIDAYS - GRAND TOUR of CALIFORNIA / NEVADA + MEXICAN CRUISE
SEPT 5 - 2527 - 21 DAY TOUR & CRUISE: From $ 4480 pp + Airfare

Vision of The Seas: 7-day Mexican Cruise: The Grand Tour, will commence by arriving at LA at
9:45 am for 2 nights followed by 7 nights on Vision of the Seas Round trip Mexican Cruise (3-ports). We
then travel to Las Vegas for 4 nights, followed by 3 nights in beautiful Mammoth Springs and finally we
spend 3 nights in San Francisco. This holiday will have a full 2 day, 1 night extension to do Big Sur
and Hearst Castle at § 295 extra, all inclusive-Optional. Highlights of tour includes

Los ANGELES - Disneyland, Universal Studios,Rodeo Drive Shopping
LAS VEGAS - Live Shows, Grand Canyon by Helicopter

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN - High Sierras, Golf, Yosemite National Park,
Haunted Old WesternTown-Bodie, Death Valley

SAN FRANCISCO - Napa Valley, Bay Cruise, Spectacular Big Sur and
Heart Castle coast drive. All this and much more.

Enquire for Detailed Booklet

VIETNAM - 5 STAR — ALL INCLUSIVE 18 days June 22 — July 9 2008
Hand Picked by Greg & Gaye for total luxury $ 2980 + Airfare

16 Nights; Includes 3 nights accommodation at Vietnams No 1 voted hotel The Majestic (Saigon) 5%, 4
nights in Hoi An staying at the 5* Golden Sands Re, 3 nights at The Ancient Capital Hue staying at The
Saigon Moran, one of the worlds wonders Halong Bay,3 nights at Vietnam’s shopping capital Hanot staying
at the 5* Melia Hotel. Includes all dinners, all breakfasts, 9 lunches, all tours, all transfers, all bridge fees
and tutorials. Also includes Internal flights.(No baggage handling). No long bus transfers in this tour. 4
night optional extra on an island 7 minutes by cable car off Nha Trang at the 5* Sofitel Vinpearl Resort.
Please Contact (02) 9596 1423 or 0410 127 326 Enquire for detailed Booklet.

LAKE MAQUARIE - RAFFERTY’S RESORT

MAY 4-8 (5DAYS -4 NIGHTS) From $ 585 TS or D

Included in this price is 4 nights accommodation, 4
dinners along with 7 sessions of bridge, 2 workshops
with notes, champagne reception, day trip to the

Hunter and an excellent entertainment evening.

http://users.bigpond.net.au/FinesseBridgeClub/ gayeallen@optusnet.com.au Ph: 9596 1423 or 0410 127 326




(Bridgemate)

What Should I Bid?

he best submission for January came from Jenny
Lee of Geelong, Victoria.

North deals, all vulnerable

087 a5
v--- YAQJ53
¢ AKQ643 ¢J109
SAQ1065 SdKJI42
West North East South
29 Pass Pass
3¢ Pass 5¢ All Pass

Comments: Our basic system is Standard. 64 was
cold. If West had doubled 2% | would have left it in..
How should we have bid the two hands?

Sartaj’s Reply:

Hi Jenny,

Your raise to 54 seems reasonable. You could splinter
by bidding 44, but there is an element of ambiguity
in a jJump like that at this high level, and a danger of
partnership misunderstanding.

However, West doesn’t seem to have done enough
justice to the hand. On the given auction, a raise to 64
seems indicated as #A and %K are enough to make 64

and East could easily have more for a jump raise.

There is also scope for a “system” fix. My regular
partner Tony Nunn and | play that after oppos’ 2¥:

3V = stopper ask

4/44 = that suit and spades, 5/5 like Michaels
4% = both minors and a high card rich hand
4ANT = both minors, but just a distributional hand

On this hand, with our methods, the West hand can bid
49 and East has a comfortable 6& bid over that.

Enjoy bridging, Sartaj Hans
Ed: And a reader’s Letter to the
Editor for Sartaj’s attention:

In the January 2008 Newsletter,
Sartaj, in answering a question,
offers an interesting aside. He
says that Stephen Burgess used to
advocate “...opening at the four-
level on all hands with a seven-card
major and four cards in another suit.” He goes on to
say that “...in the modern age” this wouldn’t be a
popular choice.

May | ask why Sartaj believes that time has blunted
this bidding technique?

lan Flannery, SA

Ed: One or both of us will try to address this question
in the next issue.

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

FRIDAY 25 JULY - FRIDAY 8 AUGUST

PLAYOFF QUALIFYING POINTS - GOLD MASTER POINTS

SURFERS PARADISE

HOLIDAY INN
VIEW STREET

AUSTRALIAN PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIPS
OPEN - WOMEN - SENIORS - MIXED - YOUTH

AUSTRALIAN BUTLER PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIPS
OPEN - WOMEN - SENIORS - RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN INTERSTATE TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS
OPEN - WOMEN - SENIORS - YOUTH

ANC CONGRESS EVENTS - DAILY - RED POINTS

PARS - TEAMS - WALK-INS

Emails: anc08@qldbridge.com  Telepleose: 07 3351 8602

e, e i

Website: www.gldbridge.com



BRIDGE TRAVEL

¥\ Bridge Holiday Specialists since 1983, 25 years of looking after bridge players.

Get the best prices, bridge service and meet the friendliest people on our cruises & holidays

BOOK NOW ON OUR FULLY ESCORTED BRIDGE CRUISES & HOLIDAYS

14 NIGHTS
FROM

$5520*

QUEEN MARY 2

SPLENDOURS OF THE FALL w‘fé:ﬁ af
& TRANSATLANTIC CRUISE R
CUNARD

26 Sep 1O 10 OcT 2008

Embark in New York then cruise to Halifax,
St John, Portland, Boston, Newport, New
York, Cruising the Atlantic, Southampton.

FARE INCLUDES: 13 night Cruise, full daily Bridge
Program, 1 night in 4 star London hotel and coach
transfer from Southampton.

SHIP FILLING FAST BOOK NOW!

*Price quoted is for D5 - Standard Inside cabin. Conditions apply.

The Most Famouos Ocean Liners in the World

BRIDGE TOUR DE FRANCE
8 - 18 OcCTOBER 2008 FROM $5999*

WHAT'’S
INCLUDED:

Ecomomy Return
Airfare Sydney to
Paris, 9 nights in
3 star Hotels,
Breakfast & Dinner

After the success of our first
French Tour we have decided to
see and taste more of this
beautiful country. Highlights
include Mont St Michel, Bayeux
Tapestry, WW1 battlefields,

each day, full
Bridge Program,
English Speaking
Guide, Driver
and Coach at our
disposal, all
Sightseeing as per

> tasting and sightseeing in
itinerary!

Champagne Region.

They are holding accommodation only till end March,
to avoid dissapointment you will need to book now!

MSC ARMONM

ITALY,
GREECE,
CyPRruUS,
EGYPT
CRUISE

17-29 OcTt 2008 11 NIGHTS FROM $4261*
Ports: Genoa, Naples, Catania, Olympia, Katakolon,
Rhodes, Limassol, Alexandria, Crete, Rome, Genoa.

Fly to Milan to join this cruise OR continue
on from our Bridge Tour de France!

WHAT'’S INCLUDED: Economy Return Airfare from

SYD/MEL/BNE to Milan, Transfer Milan to Genoa,

11 Night Cruise, Full Bridge Programme, On board
Entertainment, All Meals On board

The number of available cabins is reducing rapidly and
choice of cabin types is already limited.
*Price quoted is for Standard Inside Grade 3 cabin.

QUEEN VICTORIA

Don’t miss this
opportunity to
cruise on one of
the world’s
greatest ships.

27 DAYS
$8629+*

SYDNEY TO SINGAPORE CRUISE
February 20 - March 19, 2009

WHAT'S INCLUDED: 27 Day Cruise, Full Bridge
Program, On board Entertainment, All Meals,
Endless Activities, Educational Programs and

Group Dining
CUNARD ¢

Group airfare will be available
for Twin Inside Cat D6. Plus $190 Port Taxes

at a later date. *Price quoted is

‘(ﬁ)}) AlburyKentTravel

Lic No 2TA5533 ABN 77 083 577 164

To book or for more travel information:

Phone (02) 9569 1197

PO Box 92 Westgate NSW 2048 ¢ Fax: (02) 9560 0938
E: info@alburykenttravel.com.au www.alburykenttravel.com.au
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Youth bridge awards

he annual Helman Klinger Award

of $400 was donated by Rabbi
Helman of the USA for the under 26-
year old whose ability, achievements,
sportsmanship, attitude, contribution
and commitment during the calendar
year was most deserving, as determined
by a panel.

e

"~ Paul Gosney

The 2007 winner is Paul Gosney. In
2007, Paul’s achievements were as
good as any youth player in recent
years. He competed very successfully
in the Australian Open Team, he won
the Swan River Swiss Pairs National
Championship in Perth and the
Interstate Youth Teams, he was second
in the GNOT Finals, and made the
Australian Youth Team, from which
he had to withdraw in order to play in
the Open Team simultaneously.

In addition, Paul made the Finals of the
NOT, and was second in the National
Youth Teams as well as second in the
National Mixed Teams. He came sixth
in the McCutcheon Trophy for most
masterpoints in Australia in 2007.

Aged only 22, Paul came second in the
datums of all pairs from 12 countries
at the 2007 PABF Open Teams in
Bandung, helping lift Australia from
eighth in 2006 to second in 2007 in
that event.

Afterwards, favourable comments
were made about Paul’s bridge by a
top Japanese expert and by legendary
Taiwanese superstar Patrick Huang.
20

Exciting Singapore and a 7
night Malacca Straits Cruise

Phil Gue hosts another great value Bridge Holiday
brought to you by

VENTURE
HOLIDAYS -

e,

Friday June 20™ — Monday June 30™, 2008

From just $3099 per person

- Includes Singapore Airlines return economy air fares, all taxes and port charges
- Based on twin share accommodation (single supplement from $740)

- Two nights accommodation with breakfast in Singapore (Carlton Hotel)

- 7 night cruise on Star Cruises SuperStar Gemini

With days in Kuala Lumpur,

Penang, Krabi, Phuket, and Langkawi
Duplicate bridge at clubs in Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur, and Penang.

Tutorials and duplicate sessions

on board with international player,
leading teacher, and national director,
Phil Gue.

Jeanette at or
Oliver Travel; (Lic. no.TTA60208);
I94A Hutt St., Adelaide, SA 5000
Ph.(08)823201 I I, Fax(08)82320255

e-mail; oliver.travel@adelaide.on.net

SuperStar Gemini
With only a limited number of places available an early booking is recommended. For further details
contact

Phil Gue at

Adelaide Bridge Centre

209 Glen Osmond Rd. Frewville SA 5063
Ph. (08)83792044,

e-mail; adelaidebridge@ozemail.com.au

Paul’s ability is shown by his
many achievements, of which
only the most recent are listed in
this article.

His attitude and sportsmanship is
serious, well-behaved, calm and
courteous, typical of youngsters
of Queensland origin.

He visited Michael de Livera in
hospital for rehabilitating bridge
games following Michael’s tragic
stroke.

He metand hosted the Queensland
visitors at the Youth Triathlon,
and filled in as the partner of less
inexperienced players at the same
event. He is fully committed to
the game of bridge.

The Masterpoint section of The
Helman Klinger Award ($200) for most
masterpoints by an Under 26 year old
in 2007, was won by 15-year old Nabil
Edgtton, narrowly ahead of 18-year old
Justin Howard.

Several past winners were ineligible.
Nabil is the youngest ever winner of the
Award. He is also Australia’s youngest
ever Life Master, and our youngest
ever international representative.

The 2007 Hills Hurley Trophy, an
annual trophy donated by Richard
Hills and Steve Hurley, is intended
to encourage talented young bridge
players to form long-standing, well-
organised partnerships and thus harness
their full potential.



In past years, it has been awarded to
partnerships who have reached the top
by developing a strong partnership, such
as the Edgtton brothers in 2006.

The 2007 winners are rising stars Shane
Harrison and Sam Schulz from Adelaide.
David Lusk remarks that they show
partnership maturity well beyond their 16
years, and that they are also impeccably
well-behaved and composed at the table.
Sam and Shane are a good example that
partnership takes precedence over profile
and reputation. They use the Partnership
Bidding feature of BBO, practising
bidding hands.

And their results? Their debut at big-
time bridge outside of Adelaide was
at the Fremantle ANC, where they
impressed with good datums and by
pulling off several surprise wins over
more experienced opponents, playing
in the Colts Team. Having done well to
qualify for the GNOT Finals at year’s
end, their good progress continued at
Banora Point against top Open players,
coming 19th in the Swiss Teams then
placing 16th out of 100 pairs in the
GNOT Pairs.

Sam and Shane, having played locally in
Adelaide for two years before 2007, have
in the last 12 months shown that a proper
bridge partnership has a big advantage
over talented individuals who do not
harness their ability fully in tandem with
another talented player.

ABF News

DonaTioNns To THE ABF LiIBRARY

he ABF thanks John Wignall (N2)

and David Stern for their recent
donations of books to the Keith McNeil
Library. Their contribution will be listed
in the Donors Roll.

The Library welcomes donations
of bridge-related material: books,
magazines, newsletters and ephemera
(e.g. ANC programs).

The Keith McNeil Library is located at
ABF Headquarters in Fyshwick, ACT.
For information or enquiries relating
to the Library, contact Tim Bourke at
librarian@abf.com.au

The
Pacific Asia
Bridge Federation

presents

including the 1st Asian Cup
Gold Coast International Hotel
Surfers Paradise, Australia

Congress Convener: Charles Page
Phone +61 7 3630 4424

Email pabf@qldbridge.com

0OV
PABF
2008

Australia

HAWKESBURY BRIDGE CLUB
2008 AUTUMN CONGRESS
Saturday April 12 - Sunday April 13
Panthers North Richmond Club, Beaumont Rd, North Richmond
P O Box 131, North Richmond, 2754, NSW
Enquiries : Telephone (02) 47738395 Fax (02) 4731 5584
email: hawkesburybridgeclub@gmail
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Congresses and ABF Events July 12 - 13

Gold Coast BC Swiss Teams

égz:ogr-s}ilayoﬁ Sydney Email: gcbc@winshop.com.au

April 13 ' July 25 - August 8

Maitland Open Teams Congress ANC and Butler Pairs

Email: chan2423@bigpond.net.au Surfers Paradise

April 13 August 23 - 24

Restricted Pairs Congress, lllawarra Bridge Assn. Inc. Swan River Swiss Pairs, Floreat

Email: iba@speediink.com.au (“The Coffs Coast Bridge Supercongress”) from

May1-5 19 - 24 August 2008. email chbridge@midcoast.com.au
Autumn Nationals, Adelaide August 27 -30 , _ ,

May 2- 4 Territory Gold Bridge Festival, Alice Springs

Bathurst and District Bridge Club Congress August 31 _

Email: Diane Kajons bbclub@bigpond.com Swiss Pairs Congress, lllawarra Bridge Assn. Inc.

May 17-18 Email: iba@speedlink.com.au

Western Seniors Pairs September 26-29

June’5-9 Hans Rosendorff Memorial Congress, Perth

VCC, Melbourne October2-5 _ S
June7-9 Roger Penny Senior Swiss Pairs and Australian Swiss Pairs, Hobart
Barrier Reef Congress, Townsville October 4-5 . .

June 14.- 15 Gold Coast BC Butler Pairs & Swiss Teams

Annual Congress, lllawarra Bridge Assn. Inc. Email: gcbe@winshop.com.au

Email: iba@speedlink.com.au Octpber 22 -30

June 28-29 Spring Nationals, Sydney

Geelong Bridge Club Congress November 22 - 23

Email: suerob@ncable.net.au Golden West Swiss Pairs, Mandurah

\ P
outh Australian < o
QO @- CB [“B,,,m,,g‘
Bridge Federation Inc V\ ) e @ PN
L, ~

AUTUMN NATIONAL WOMENS & SENIORS
SWISS PAIRS
& AUTUMN NATIONAL OPEN TEAMS

CHANGE OF DATES

In deference to all the mothers in Australia, this very popular event has been brought
forward a week. The new dates are:-

Senior & Women'’s Swiss Pairs: 1st and 2nd May 2008
Open Teams: 2nd to 5th May 2008

Entry forms are now available at: http://www.abf.com.au/events/anot/index.html
Additional info available from Di Marler: (08) 8116 7282 (W) or 0414 689 620

Run by the SA Bridge Federation under license from the ABF Inc
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0Z Bridge Travel

Presents Gold Class _

Montreal - New York )\:j} -
(Fly/Cruise/Hotel) on board the | e

Luxurious Crystal Symphony -
October 18 — November 2
with Gary Brown
from..$9,975

Statue of Liberty, New York

The Crystal Symphony is slightly smaller than her sister ship the Crystal Serenity but just as luxurious.
With only 940 guests, this is a 6 Star experience in every which way. The Crystal maintains one of the
highest space-per-guest ratios at sea, making her one of the most spacious cruise ships in the world. You
will never feel crowded. You will love the pampered service and the elegantly appointed suites, most with
private verandahs. The Canada/New England States itinerary is one of the most coveted of the North
American cruise schedule. Montreal is known as one of the most exciting cities in the world and New York,
well what can one say? Home of the Empire State Building, Statue of Liberty, the Met, Central Park, Woody
Allen, John Lennon, the Yankees, Rockefeller Center, Brooklyn Bridge, Staten Island Ferry, Manhattan, the
American Museum of Natural History, Guggenheim Art Museum (designed by Frank Lloyd Wright)...the list is
endless. So we are going to compliment the cruise with a stay at the famous luxurious Waldorf Astoria in
Manhattan, for two nights!

Montreal - Quebec City - Halifax - Saint John - Bar Harbor
Boston - Newport, Rhode Island - New York City...

With Oz Bridge Travel a Bridge Holiday is not just about the Bridge.
It's about having the hassles and details taken care of. It's about the
comfort, security and camaraderie that travelling within a group offers.
It's about arriving back home, (which is always nice) and feeling good
about your holiday. We would consider it a privilege to have you join us.

i

Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City

This is truly going to be a ripper! Your host Gary Brown is a Bridge Grand Master, award winning
Bridge author, creator of the best selling Flash Cards’ and packing 10 years experience specializing
in Bridge Cruise Holidays. His Bridge clinics in Melbourne are becoming legendary and are all
completely booked out for 2008. You will have his full attention for the entire cruise!

Included in Tour

1. Travel on the Crystal Symphony

2. b5 Star Hotels (Montreal/NY)

3. All meals, entertainment, and
service charges on the ship

4. Four tours

5. Tour leadership

6. Comprehensive Bridge program
(Including all Bridge fees)

7. Welcome cocktail party

Economy class air travel from

Melbourne/Sydney/Brisbane

9. Port and handling charges

10. Cruise taxes

11. On board Gratuities

o

General Information and Booking
Bookings can be made by completing a booking form and
sending it, with a deposit of $350 per person to: Travelrite
International 298 Whitehorse Road Balwyn, VIC 3103

Contacts for a Detailed Brochure:
Travel Info: Annabelle: @ 03 9836 9765
Bridge queries, Gary: @ 03 9686 6288
brownbridge@ozemail.com.au

Due to the popularity of cruising worldwide, ships are
actually booking out 12 months in advance. Get your
deposit in early to avoid disappointment

www.ozbridgetravel.com
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SEAS CRUISES

~
8
%

7

ALL SUITE. ALL BALCONY. ALL INCLUSIVE.

Mike Swanson and Carole Yates would like to invite you to join them to play daily duplicate bridge
sessions on board Regent Seven Seas Mariner. This fascinating cruise will be travelling through the
idyllic islands of Polynesia with their cascading waterfalls, luxuriant vegetation and exotic flora.

We look forward to welcoming you on board.

Exclusive Diamond Bridge Extras:

« USD100 on board credit per suite (grades H-D) and
USD200 on board credit per suite (grades C-MS)

« Exclusive group cocktail parties
« Private space for daily duplicate bridge sessions

« Seminars hosted by Mike Swanson

What'’s included in your fare:

« All meals and beverages including select wines
and spirits served throughout the ship

« All on board gratuities

« Flexible dining in a choice of restaurants including
the only Le Cordon Bleu cuisine at sea

Price shown is all-inclusive, cruise only, per person including all on board gratuities and port charges based on two sharing a suite.

VALPARAISO TO SYDNEY

28th February 2009 | 24 nights

Highlights: Valparaiso (Santiago), Cruise South
Pacific Ocean, Robinson Crusoe Island,

Cruise South Pacific Ocean, Easter Island, Cruise
South Pacific Ocean, Pitcairn Island, Cruise
Tropic of Capricorn, Cruise South Pacific Ocean,
Papeete (Tahiti), overnight, Moorea, Bora Bora,
Cruise South Pacific Ocean, Rarotonga, Cross
international date line, Cruise South Pacific Ocean,
Auckland, Bay of Islands, Cruise South Pacific
Ocean, Sydney.

Balcony suites from $9,305pp

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT DIAMOND BRIDGE:

0011 441543 483222

info@diamondbridge.co.uk
www.diamondbridge.co.uk

@ Diamond Bridge

Exchange rates are subject to fluctuation. All offers are subject to availability.

WWW.RSSC.CO.UK



