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Monthly Growth in Telecom Subscribers Inches towards 6 Million 
Mark 

 
 The subscriber base for telephony services continued to maintain 
its growth during the month of August 2006 also.  During August 2006, 
5.90 million mobile subscribers and 0.04 million-fixed line subscribers 
were added to project net 5.94 million subscribers as compared to 4.94 
million net additions during July 2006.  It may be noted that the WLL (F) 
subscribers of all the operators are now being considered as mobile 
subscribers in view of clarification issued by Department of Telecom 
(licensor) and accordingly the mobile and fixed line subscriber figures from 
April 2006 onwards have been changed.  
 
 At the end of August 2006, total Fixed lines were, 40.87 millions 
and mobiles were 123.44 million.  The gross telephony subscribers in 
country reached 164.31 million as compared to 158.37 million in July 
2006.   
 

The overall tele-density reached around 14.80 in August 2006 as 
compared to 14.40 at the end of July 2006. 
 

The net addition of mobile and fixed line subscribers in the first five 
months of FY 2006-07 is 23.99 million as compared to 10.51 million in the 
corresponding period of FY 2005-06.   

(Subscribers in Millions) 

               2005 2006 

 March August Addi- 
tions 
During 
April- 
July 

March March* 
2006 
(As per 
new  
policy)  

June July Aug Addi- 
tions 
During 
July 

Addi- 
tions 
During 
Aug. 

Additions 
During  
April- 
July 

Mobile 52.22  62.57 10.35   90.14 98.78 112.15 117.54 123.44 5.39 5.90 24.66 

Fixed 46.19  47.44   1.25 50.18 41.54 41.28  40.83 40.87 -0.45 0.04 -0.67 

Total 98.41 110.01 11.60 140.32 140.32 153.43 158.37 164.31 4.94 5.94 23.99 

 
*   The WLL(F) subscribers of all the service providers have been counted as mobile 
subscribers in view of DOT’s letter No.10-10/03-DS-II/Vol-VI dt:23/3/2005. 

 

 

 

 



 

Broadband (> 256 Kbps download) Growth: Broadband connections 
have also continued the steady growth rate since beginning of 2006.  At 
the end of August 2006 total Broadband connections in the country have 
reached 1.72 million having net addition of 0.07 million during August 
2006.  The additions during first five months of current financial year is 
0.37 million as compared to 0.34 millions during the corresponding period 
in the previous financial year.   

                                                                                                                 (In millions) 
 2005 2006 
 March Aug Add. 

During  
April-
Aug  

Mar. April May June July Aug. Add. 
During 
April – 
Aug. 

Broadband 
Connections 

0.18 0.52 0.34 1.35 1.42 1.50 1.55 1.65 1.72 0.37 
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